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Releases

Payroll employment, earnings and
hours
December 2010 (preliminary)

Between December 2009 and December 2010,
average weekly earnings of non-farm payroll employees
rose 4.5% to $872.12. December marked the fifth
consecutive month during which year-over-year growth
was above 4.0%. In comparison, average weekly
earnings grew by 2.4% from December 2008 to
December 2009.
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Some of the growth in weekly earnings between
December 2009 and December 2010 was attributable to
a 1.8% increase in the average workweek to 33.0 hours.
This followed a 0.5% decline in average hours from
December 2008 to December 2009. The remainder
of the year-over-year wage increase in December
reflects a number of other factors, including wage
growth, changes in the composition of employment by
industry, changes in occupations within industries and
job experience.

Average weekly earnings increased in every
province. Growth was above the national average
in Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, Alberta,

Note to readers

Every March 31, as part of the regularly scheduled year-end
review of the Survey of Employment, Payrolls and Hours
(SEPH), seasonally adjusted data are revised using the latest
seasonal factors. On March 31, a new seasonal adjustment
model (X-12-ARIMA) will also be introduced.

In addition, as part of the annual review, there will be revisions
to a small number of industries for the 2006 to 2010 period.

As a result, all seasonally adjusted estimates will be revised
historically back to 2001 and will be available on CANSIM (Tables
281-0025, 281-0028, 281-0031, and 281-0034). To facilitate
access to the revised data, these CANSIM tables will be free
from March 31 to April 6, 2011.

The SEPH is a business census of non-farm payroll
employees. Statistics Canada also produces employment
estimates from its monthly Labour Force Survey (LFS). As a
result of conceptual and methodological differences, estimates
of changes from SEPH and LFS do differ from time to time.
However, the trends in the data are quite similar.

Unless otherwise stated, this release presents seasonally
adjusted data, which facilitates comparisons by removing the
effects of seasonal variations.

All earnings data include overtime pay and exclude
businesses which could not be classified to a North American
Industrial Classification System code.

Average weekly earnings are derived by dividing total weekly
earnings by the number of employees.

Changes in average earnings can be influenced by a number
of factors. Changes in the level of earnings, the number of payroll
employees, and the number of hours worked can have an impact.
Other factors could include compositional changes over time,
such as changes in the proportions of full-time and part-time
work; proportions of casual, senior and junior employees; the
occupational distribution within and across industries; and in the
distribution of employment between industries. Such effects may
apply differently within different provinces and territories, and
over time.

Newfoundland and Labrador, and Quebec. New
Brunswick and British Columbia had the slowest growth.

Average weekly earnings by industry

Among the 10 largest industries, growth in average
weekly earnings between December 2009 and
December 2010 was above the national average
of 4.5% in professional, scientific and technical
services; manufacturing; administrative and support
services; construction; as well as accommodation and
food services. The slowest growth in earnings occurred
in public administration.
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Average weekly earnings in professional,
scientific and technical services increased by 8.5%
in the 12 months to December. Most of this gain was
driven by a notable increase between November and
December associated with larger than usual year-end
payments such as bonuses and annual payments.
Year-over-year growth in earnings was strong in eight of
the nine industries in this sector.

Manufacturing earnings increased by 6.2% in
the 12 months to December. Growth was particularly
strong in a number of manufacturing industries,
including petroleum and coal products; paper; furniture
and related products; machinery; electrical equipment,
appliance and components; and primary metals.

Average weekly earnings rose by 6.1% in
administrative and support services in the 12 months
to December. Earnings in this industry have been
increasing since May 2009.

Earnings in construction have also been on an
upward trend. From December 2009 to December 2010,
earnings rose by 4.9%, with particularly strong growth in
heavy and civil engineering construction and specialty
trade contractors.

Earnings in accommodation and food services
were up 4.7%, with most of the growth in traveller
accommodation; full-service restaurants; and drinking
places.

Growth in average weekly earnings was also
strong in some smaller industries. Earnings in arts,

entertainment and recreation have been on an upward
trend. From December 2009 to December 2010,
earnings in this industry rose by 10.9%, the fastest
among all industries. Growth was particularly strong for
spectator sports as well as independent artists, writers
and performers.

In forestry, logging and support activities, average
weekly earnings increased by 8.6%, driven fully by
earnings growth in the logging industry.

Non-farm payroll employment by industry

Non-farm payroll employment increased by 0.3%
(+40,900) from November to December, the
seventh consecutive month of job gains. Between
December 2009 and December 2010, the number of
payroll employees increased by 2.0% (+297,600).

Payroll employment rose in both the goods and
services sectors in December compared with November.

In manufacturing, payroll employment increased
by 6,500 (+0.4%) from November to December. Payroll
jobs in this industry increased steadily in the 12 months
to December, up 1.9% (+27,900). Most of the gains
during 2010 were in machinery; primary metal; food;
fabricated metal product; plastics and rubber products;
and petroleum and coal product manufacturing.

Payroll jobs in retail trade increased
by 6,200 (+0.3%) in December, the third consecutive
month of gains. These gains made up for losses earlier
in 2010, and left employment unchanged in December
compared with December 2009.

The number of payroll jobs in administrative and
support services rose by 5,800 (+0.8%) in December,
bringing total gains in 2010 to 18,000 (+2.5%). The
increases over the year were primarily in employment
services and services to buildings and dwellings.

There were also gains in educational services;
transportation and warehousing; professional, scientific
and technical services; mining, quarrying and oil and
gas extraction and health care and social assistance in
December.

From December 2009 to December 2010, the three
industries with the fastest rates of job growth were
mining, quarrying and oil and gas extraction (+13.2%),
construction (+3.2%) and professional, scientific and
technical services (+2.6%).

Hours worked and average hours worked by
hourly and salaried employees

Total hours worked by hourly and salaried
employees increased by 0.3% in December compared
with November. In the 12 months to December, total
hours advanced by 3.4%.
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Average weekly hours worked by hourly and
salaried employees amounted to 33.0 hours in
December, unchanged from November and up 1.8%
from December 2009.

Available on CANSIM: tables 281-0023 to 281-0039
and 281-0041 to 281-0046.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2612.

Detailed industry data, data by size of enterprise
based on employment, and other labour market
indicators will be available soon in the monthly
publication Employment, Earnings and Hours
(72-002-X, free).

Data on payroll employment, earnings and hours for
January will be released on March 31.

For more information, or to order data, contact Client
Services (toll-free 1-866-873-8788; 613-951-4090;
labour@statcan.gc.ca). To enquire about revisions,
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Jeannine Usalcas (613-951-4720), Labour
Statistics Division.

Average weekly earnings (including overtime) for all employees
Industry group (North American Industry
Classification System)

December
2009

November
2010r

December
2010p

November
to

December
2010

December
2009

to
December

2010
Seasonally adjusted

current dollars % change

Industrial aggregate 834.37 865.30 872.12 0.8 4.5
Forestry, logging and support 895.56 979.83 972.15 -0.8 8.6
Mining and quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 1,590.38 1,725.24 1,678.48 -2.7 5.5
Utilities 1,494.77 1,575.70 1,571.02 -0.3 5.1
Construction 1,039.99 1,083.14 1,090.46 0.7 4.9
Manufacturing 927.35 972.04 985.03 1.3 6.2
Wholesale trade 1,020.05 1,042.46 1,057.06 1.4 3.6
Retail trade 495.66 502.93 510.56 1.5 3.0
Transportation and warehousing 852.29 909.03 911.17 0.2 6.9
Information and cultural industries 1,040.24 1,110.77 1,095.98 -1.3 5.4
Finance and insurance 1,042.97 1,078.94 1,105.34 2.4 6.0
Real estate and rental and leasing 816.44 839.71 856.92 2.0 5.0
Professional, scientific and technical services 1,163.17 1,191.39 1,262.38 6.0 8.5
Management of companies and enterprises 1,154.32 1,126.50 1,109.74 -1.5 -3.9
Administrative and support, waste management

and remediation services 686.31 700.02 728.40 4.1 6.1
Educational services 906.65 939.08 928.07 -1.2 2.4
Health care and social assistance 784.24 800.90 809.21 1.0 3.2
Arts, entertainment and recreation 518.12 568.31 574.35 1.1 10.9
Accommodation and food services 343.06 354.09 359.07 1.4 4.7
Other services (excluding public administration) 719.02 700.08 734.84 5.0 2.2
Public administration 1,087.03 1,112.63 1,099.34 -1.2 1.1
Provinces and territories
Newfoundland and Labrador 818.77 848.53 863.10 1.7 5.4
Prince Edward Island 682.87 728.45 738.86 1.4 8.2
Nova Scotia 741.07 767.16 781.60 1.9 5.5
New Brunswick 755.58 767.43 778.16 1.4 3.0
Quebec 768.54 795.37 809.98 1.8 5.4
Ontario 863.33 893.70 901.56 0.9 4.4
Manitoba 770.91 797.32 804.20 0.9 4.3
Saskatchewan 825.17 860.63 859.44 -0.1 4.2
Alberta 949.32 1,013.64 1,000.85 -1.3 5.4
British Columbia 807.70 827.20 834.21 0.8 3.3
Yukon 896.62 918.67 940.67 2.4 4.9
Northwest Territories¹ 1,152.86 1,235.68 946.18 -23.4 -17.9
Nunavut¹ 875.10 893.97 882.60 -1.3 0.9

r revised
p preliminary
1. Data not seasonally adjusted.
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Number of employees
Industry group (North American Industry
Classification System)

December
2009

November
2010r

December
2010p

November
to

December
2010

December
2009

to
December

2010
Seasonally adjusted

thousands % change

Industrial aggregate 14,532.4 14,789.1 14,830.0 0.3 2.0
Forestry, logging and support 39.1 38.8 39.3 1.3 0.5
Mining and quarrying, and oil and gas extraction 173.4 193.0 196.3 1.7 13.2
Utilities 117.5 118.7 120.5 1.5 2.6
Construction 805.5 830.2 831.5 0.2 3.2
Manufacturing 1,447.3 1,468.6 1,475.1 0.4 1.9
Wholesale trade 723.0 731.0 733.3 0.3 1.4
Retail trade 1,859.9 1,853.9 1,860.1 0.3 0.0
Transportation and warehousing 669.7 671.3 675.8 0.7 0.9
Information and cultural industries 313.4 322.3 319.0 -1.0 1.8
Finance and insurance 682.6 692.8 692.8 0.0 1.5
Real estate and rental and leasing 245.2 244.9 246.6 0.7 0.6
Professional, scientific and technical services 740.2 756.5 759.8 0.4 2.6
Management of companies and enterprises 117.9 105.6 105.7 0.1 -10.3
Administrative and support, waste management

and remediation services 719.2 731.4 737.2 0.8 2.5
Educational services 1,161.9 1,165.1 1,170.1 0.4 0.7
Health care and social assistance 1,606.5 1,626.9 1,629.9 0.2 1.5
Arts, entertainment and recreation 248.8 243.2 244.8 0.7 -1.6
Accommodation and food services 1,068.5 1,066.2 1,066.8 0.1 -0.2
Other services (excluding public administration) 506.2 509.2 509.9 0.1 0.7
Public administration 1,054.7 1,052.4 1,054.0 0.2 -0.1
Provinces and territories
Newfoundland and Labrador 193.8 201.8 203.8 1.0 5.2
Prince Edward Island 63.6 64.0 64.2 0.3 0.9
Nova Scotia 395.6 408.4 413.1 1.2 4.4
New Brunswick 314.4 317.9 316.8 -0.3 0.8
Quebec 3,360.1 3,380.1 3,392.9 0.4 1.0
Ontario 5,576.6 5,688.7 5,693.5 0.1 2.1
Manitoba 557.4 561.9 562.8 0.2 1.0
Saskatchewan 438.8 445.6 447.4 0.4 2.0
Alberta 1,718.3 1,763.0 1,774.6 0.7 3.3
British Columbia 1,876.8 1,901.5 1,907.2 0.3 1.6
Yukon 20.1 20.0 20.1 0.5 0.0
Northwest Territories¹ 26.8 27.6 27.8 0.7 3.7
Nunavut¹ 10.2 11.5 11.4 -0.9 11.8

r revised
p preliminary
1. Data not seasonally adjusted.
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Study: Apprenticeable
occupations and the employment
downturn in Canada
October 2008 to October 2010

Declines in employment between October 2008 and
October 2009 were larger in occupations for
which an apprenticeship program exists than in all
other occupations combined. However, between
October 2009 and October 2010, the recovery in
employment was stronger in these apprenticeable
occupations than in all other occupations.

Apprenticeable occupations saw employment
losses of 5.7% between October 2008 and
October 2009, compared with 1.3% for other
occupations.

The decline in employment had the greatest impact
on welders, exterior finishing occupations, machinists,
carpenters and heavy equipment and crane operators,
including drillers.

These decreases were especially reflected
by employment losses in the mining and oil and
gas extraction, transportation and warehousing,
manufacturing and construction sectors, all of which are
closely associated with employment in apprenticeable
occupations.

On the other hand, the increase in employment
between October 2009 and October 2010 was more
beneficial to workers in apprenticeable occupations.

Apprenticeable occupations posted gains of 3.3%
between October 2009 and October 2010, compared
with 2.0% for workers in other occupations. However,
employment in October 2010 (2,892,000) remained
below its October 2008 level (2,969,000).

Decline between October 2008 and October 2009

Not all workers in apprenticeable occupations were
affected in the same way by the employment losses
between October 2008 and October 2009.

Welders, exterior finishing occupations, machinists,
carpenters and heavy equipment and crane operators,
including drillers, experienced the largest employment
losses among apprenticeable occupations.

For all occupations combined, the employment
downturn took its heaviest toll in Ontario and Alberta,
where employment decreased by 3.1% and 3.3%,
respectively.

However, the biggest losses in apprenticeable
occupations occurred in British Columbia (-14.4%) and
Quebec (-11.8%).

In British Columbia, the five apprenticeable
occupations that experienced the largest losses were

Note to readers

In this study, Labour Force Survey (LFS) data are used to explore
changes in employment in apprenticeable occupations (such as
electricians, machinists, hairstylists), comparing those changes
with those observed in all other occupations combined.

Employment levels peaked in October 2008. This study
therefore tracked employment changes on a year-over-year
basis, from October 2008 to October 2010.

Employment change is examined from the perspective of
selected demographic characteristics, such as age group, level
of education, sex and selected employment characteristics.

The occupations concerned in this article are those for which
an apprenticeship program exists in Canada.

Estimates from the LFS used in this article are based on
data that precede the LFS standard revision of January 2011.
Note that changes to the LFS estimates are minor. Rates of
unemployment, employment and participation are essentially
unchanged, as are key labour market trends.

electricians (-33.4%), interior finishing trades (-30.0%),
food service trades (-29.7%) and heavy equipment and
crane operators, including drillers (-28.3%).

In Quebec, the most affected occupations were
carpenters (-38.2%), hairstylists and estheticians
(-27.0%) and truck drivers (-18.0%).

With respect to apprenticeable occupations,
employment declined by 12.3% among workers who
had not finished high school, compared with a 1.9%
decrease for workers who had an apprenticeship or
trades certificate.

During the economic downturn, the number of
permanent employees fell by 3.8%, while the number
of temporary employees edged up 0.7%. However, the
decline in permanent employment in apprenticeable
occupations was 7.3%, twice the 3.1% decline in
permanent employment in other occupations.

Recovery between October 2009 and October 2010

Between October 2009 and October 2010,
employment grew slightly in Canada. The recovery
was more beneficial for workers in apprenticeable
occupations, as employment growth in those
occupations was 3.3%, compared with 2.0% for
workers in other occupations.

Although Quebec and British Columbia were
hardest hit by the decline in employment in
apprenticeable occupations, these two provinces
saw the strongest growth rates one year later.
Employment rose by 73,400 (+12.1%) in Quebec
and by 20,600 (+5.6%) in British Columbia between
October 2009 and October 2010.

Those two provinces alone accounted for 85% of the
employment gains in apprenticeable occupations over
that period.
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A second article in the February 2011 issue of
Education Matters: Insights on Education, Learning and
Training in Canada, "A Changing Portrait of International
Students in Canadian Universities," draws a portrait
of the changing make-up of international students
enrolled in Canadian universities on either a part-time
or full-time basis over the 1992 to 2008 period. This
changing portrait shows how different international
students are today compared with their counterparts in
the early 1990s.

The article "Apprenticeable Occupations and the
Employment Downturn in Canada" is now available in
the February 2011 issue of Education Matters: Insights
on Education, Learning and Training in Canada, Vol. 7,
no. 6 (81-004-X, free). In Browse by subject, click on
Education, training and learning, and then Education
Matters under Featured products on the right.

For more information, or to enquire
about the concepts, methods or data quality
of this release, contact Client Services
(toll-free 1-800-307-3382; 613-951-7608; fax:
613-951-9040; educationstats@statcan.gc.ca), Tourism
and the Centre for Education Statistics Division.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE 7
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Characteristics of international overnight
travellers
Third quarter 2010 (preliminary)

Pleasure travel was the most common reason for
Canadian residents to travel during the third quarter,
as they took 5.5 million overnight pleasure trips to the
United States and overseas countries.

Canadian residents took 4.3 million overnight
pleasure trips to the United States during the third
quarter, accounting for 66.8% of all overnight travel to
the United States. Canadian residents spent $2.3 billion
on their overnight pleasure trips while in the United
States. Visiting friends and relatives was the next
most common travel reason to the United States
with 1.1 million overnight trips.

New York State continued to be the top destination
with 1.3 million overnight visits by Canadian residents.
Canadian residents spent $454 million in the state.
Washington and Michigan were the next most popular
destination states for Canadians.

Pleasure travel was also the most common reason
for overnight travel from the United States to Canada.
US residents took 3.2 million overnight pleasure trips to
Canada in the third quarter, spending $1.9 billion while
in the country.

New York State was also the top state of origin as
residents made 672,000 trips to Canada in the third
quarter, and spent $244 million in Canada on their trips.
Washington State and Michigan were the next two most
common states of origin.

The top overseas destinations for overnight travel by
Canadian residents were the United Kingdom, France
and Italy. Canadian residents took 1.2 million overnight
pleasure trips to overseas countries, accounting
for 60.3% of all overnight travel overseas. Canadian
residents also took 497,000 overnight trips overseas to
visit friends and relatives.

The United Kingdom was the top overseas country
of origin for overnight travel to Canada, followed by
France and Germany. Although pleasure travel was the
most common reason for overnight travel to Canada by
overseas residents, it accounted for less than half of all
overnight trips (46.6%). Overnight travel to visit friends
and relatives followed with 32.1% of all overnight trips.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3152.

This release summarises data now available
from the International Travel Survey. Tables, various
statistical profiles and micro-data files of characteristics
of international travellers using the preliminary third
quarter 2010 are now available on request.

Data on characteristics of international travellers for
the fourth quarter of 2010 will be released on May 25.

To obtain one or more of these products,
contact Client Services (toll-free 1-800-307-3382;
613-951-9169; fax: 613-951-2909;
tourism@statcan.gc.ca). To enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Frances Kremarik (613-951-4240; fax:
613-951-2909; frances.kremarik@statcan.gc.ca),
Tourism and the Centre for Education Statistics
Division.

Overnight Travel to and from Canada by trip purpose, third quarter 20101

Tripsp Spendingp

thousands $ millions

Canadian trips abroad
To the United States 6,419 3,397

Business 476 430
Pleasure 4,287 2,304
Visiting friends/relatives 1,081 378

To other countries 2,007 3,171
Business 173 388
Pleasure 1,209 1,835
Visiting friends/relatives 497 714

Travel to Canada
From the United States 4,962 2,754

Business 444 379
Pleasure 3,246 1,927
Visiting friends/relatives 992 306

From other countries 1,640 2,288
Business 201 319
Pleasure 764 1,209
Visiting friends/relatives 527 549

p preliminary
1. Totals also include other trip purposes.
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Machinery and equipment price indexes
Fourth quarter 2010

The Machinery and Equipment Price Index (MEPI)
declined by 1.2% in the fourth quarter. The import
component decreased by 2.0% over this period, while
the domestic component fell by 0.2%. The total MEPI
decreased by 2.4% compared with the fourth quarter
of 2009, with the import component falling by 3.7% and
the domestic component down by 0.4%.

All industries recorded declines in the prices of
machinery and equipment purchased in the fourth
quarter. The largest contributor to the total MEPI
decline was manufacturing industries (-1.7%), led by
the following subcomponents: transportation equipment
manufacturing (-1.6%) and primary metal and fabricated
metal product manufacturing (-1.6%). The second
largest industry sector contributor to the quarterly
decline of the total MEPI was other services (excluding
public administration), which was down by 1.4%.

Among commodities, other industry specific
machinery (-1.9%) and computers and peripherals
equipment such as terminals, printers and storage
devices (-4.1%) were the largest contributors to the
quarterly decline of the total MEPI.

The Canadian dollar appreciated by 2.6% against
the US dollar in the fourth quarter, while year over year,
it gained 4.3% against its US counterpart. Variations
in exchange rates can have a strong influence on the
MEPI given the high weight that imported machinery and
equipment has in the index.

Note: This release presents data that are not seasonally
adjusted and the indexes published are subject to a four
quarter revision period after dissemination of a given
quarter’s data.

Available on CANSIM: tables 327-0041 and 327-0042.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2312.

The fourth quarter 2010 issue of Capital Expenditure
Price Statistics (62-007-X, free) will be available in April.

The machinery and equipment price indexes for the
first quarter of 2011 will be released on May 26.

For more information, or to enquire
about the concepts, methods or data quality
of this release, contact Client Services
(toll-free 1-888-951-4550; 613-951-4550; fax:
613-951-3117; ppd-info-dpp@statcan.gc.ca), Producer
Prices Division.

Machinery and equipment price indexes

Industries Relative
importance1

Fourth
quarter

2009

Third
quarter

2010p

Fourth
quarter

2010p

Third
quarter

to
fourth

quarter
2010

Fourth
quarter

2009
to

fourth
quarter

2010
% (1997=100) % change

Total Machinery and Equipment Price Index 100.00 91.1 90.0 88.9 -1.2 -2.4
Domestic 32.03 107.7 107.5 107.3 -0.2 -0.4
Imported 67.97 83.3 81.8 80.2 -2.0 -3.7
Crop and animal production 4.07 103.2 102.8 102.2 -0.6 -1.0
Forestry and logging 0.27 100.7 98.7 97.8 -0.9 -2.9
Fishing, hunting and trapping 0.08 112.5 113.1 112.8 -0.3 0.3
Support activities for agriculture and forestry 0.10 101.0 100.4 99.8 -0.6 -1.2
Mines, quarries and oil wells 4.26 108.6 107.0 105.6 -1.3 -2.8
Utilities 3.55 100.8 100.2 98.3 -1.9 -2.5
Construction 3.54 98.2 97.3 95.8 -1.5 -2.4
All manufacturing 22.34 97.4 96.7 95.1 -1.7 -2.4
Trade 8.38 88.2 87.3 86.3 -1.1 -2.2
Transportation (excluding pipeline transportation) 7.66 103.9 103.9 102.8 -1.1 -1.1
Pipeline transportation 1.18 106.2 105.7 103.9 -1.7 -2.2
Warehousing and storage 0.26 107.8 106.9 105.7 -1.1 -1.9
Finance, insurance and real estate 19.90 83.3 81.3 80.5 -1.0 -3.4
Private education services 0.12 75.1 73.6 72.1 -2.0 -4.0
Education services (excluding private), health care

and social assistance 2.09 85.8 85.0 83.8 -1.4 -2.3
Other services (excluding public administration) 16.39 77.9 76.6 75.5 -1.4 -3.1
Public administration 5.81 84.1 83.3 82.3 -1.2 -2.1

p preliminary
1. The relative importance in the MEPI represent shares of capital investment by industry for the year 1997. They are derived from the final demand matrix of the

input-output table, compiled by the Canadian System of National Accounts.
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Natural gas sales
December 2010 (preliminary)

Natural gas sales totalled 9 025 million cubic metres in
December, up 0.8% compared with December 2009.

The volumes of sales to the commercial (-6.2%)
and residential (-5.1%) sectors were down in December
compared with December 2009. The volume of sales
to the industrial sector was up 7.3% during the same
period.

Total sales in December were 25.0% higher
compared with November.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2149.

For more information, to order data, or to
enquire about the concepts, methods or data
quality of this release, contact the dissemination
officer (toll-free 1-866-873-8789; 613-951-9497;
energ@statcan.gc.ca), Manufacturing and Energy
Division.

Natural gas sales
December

2009
November

2010
December

2010p
November

to
December

2010

December
2009

to
December

2010
thousands of cubic metres % change

Total sales 8 953 601 7 217 200 9 024 513 25.0 0.8
Residential1 2 611 748 1 742 172 2 479 328 42.3 -5.1
Commercial2 1 931 804 1 271 457 1 811 805 42.5 -6.2
Industrial3 4 410 049 4 203 571 4 733 380 12.6 7.3

p preliminary
1. Gas sold for domestic purposes, including space heating, water heating and cooking, to a residential dwelling unit.
2. Gas sold to customers engaged in wholesale or retail trade, governments, institutions, office buildings, etc.
3. Gas sold to customers engaged in a process that creates or changes raw or unfinished materials into another form or product. Includes mining and manufacturing

establishments. Includes firm, interruptible and buy/sell agreements.

Bioproducts Production and Development
Survey
2009

In 2009, 208 firms reported revenues from bioproducts
amounting to $1.3 billion.

These firms had 3,019 employees who
were engaged in bioproduct production and
development activities. They reported spending
approximately $50 million on research and development
related to bioproducts.

Bioproducts are products made from biological
inputs other than food, feed and medicines.

Ethanol accounted for $910 million or almost
three-quarters of the $1.3 billion bioproducts total.

Asked to identify their main biomass source, 42%
of firms indicated agriculture, while about 7% indicated
food processing or slaughter plant by-products, 22%
reported forestry and 5% reported marine and
aquaculture sources. The remaining 24% identified a
variety of other biomass sources.

About 80% of the firms engaged in
bioproducts production and development had fewer
than 50 employees.

In 2009, 43% of firms reported involvement in
bioproducts for not more than 5 years, almost 20% had
been involved for 6 to 10 years, while 17% reported
bioproduct involvement for 11 to 15 years. The
remaining 20% reported involvement for 16 years or
more.

Note: The Bioproducts Production and Development
Survey 2009, sponsored by Agriculture and Agri-food
Canada, was designed to capture the characteristics
and activities of firms in the emerging bioproducts sector.
These firms are engaged in the non-conventional use
of biomass to produce industrial products. The survey
identified the amount of different types of agricultural,
forestry, marine and other biomass used in the
production of bioproducts along with firm characteristics.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5073.

For more information, to order data tables, or to
enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of
this release, contact Beau Cinnamon (613-951-9021;
beau.cinnamon@statcan.gc.ca), Business Special
Survey and Technology Statistics Division.
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Placement of hatchery chicks and turkey
poults
January 2011 (preliminary)

Data on placements of hatchery chicks and turkey poults
are now available for January.

Available on CANSIM: table 003-0021.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5039.

For more information, call Client Services
(toll-free 1-800-465-1991). To enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Sandra Venturino (613-951-9278;
sandra.venturino@statcan.gc.ca), Agriculture
Division.

Rail transportation
2009 (preliminary)

Data on rail transportation in Canada are now available
for 2009.

Available on CANSIM: tables 404-0004 to 404-0022.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 2734 and 2736.

The publication Rail in Canada, 2009 (52-216-X,
free), will soon be available.

To obtain data or more information, or
to enquire about the concepts, methods
or data quality of this release, contact
Client Services (toll-free 1-866-500-8400;
transportationstatistics@statcan.gc.ca), Transportation
Division.
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New products and studies

Education Matters: Insights on Education, Learning
and Training in Canada, Vol. 7, no. 6
Catalogue number 81-004-X (HTML, free)

Education Indicators in Canada: Fact Sheet:
“Doctoral Students and University Teaching Staff”,
no. 6
Catalogue number 81-599-X2011006 (PDF, free;
HTML, free)

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or -XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or -XCE are electronic versions on compact disc; -XVB
or -XVE are electronic versions on DVD and -XBB or
-XBE a database.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-2800
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Finance, 6th floor, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 5% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.gc.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website at www.statcan.gc.ca and browse by “Key resource” > “Publications.”

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.
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