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Releases

Farm income
2010

Realized net farm income amounted to $4.5 billion
in 2010, an increase of $1.4 billion (+46.1%)
from 2009 as the decline in operating costs
outpaced a slight decrease in receipts. The increase
in 2010 followed a 16.6% drop in 2009.
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Realized net income (the difference between a
farmer’s cash receipts and operating expenses, minus
depreciation plus income in kind) increased in every
province except Alberta and New Brunswick. In these
two provinces, declines in receipts exceeded declines
in expenses.

Farm cash receipts

Farm cash receipts, which include crop and
livestock revenues plus program payments, fell 0.2%
to $44.4 billion in 2010, the second consecutive annual
decline.

Market receipts, which include only revenue
from the sale of crops and livestock, increased 0.1%
to $41.3 billion. A rise in livestock receipts barely offset
declining crop receipts.

Note to readers

Preliminary farm income data for the previous calendar year are
first released in May of each year (five months after the reference
period), providing timely information on the performance of the
agriculture sector. Revised data are then released in November
of each year, incorporating data received too late to be included
in the first release.

Realized net income can vary widely from farm to farm
because of several factors, including commodities, prices,
weather and economies of scale. This and other aggregate
measures of farm income are calculated on a provincial
basis employing the same concepts used in measuring the
performance of the overall Canadian economy. They are a
measure of farm business income, not farm household income.

Financial data for 2010 collected at the individual farm
business level using surveys and other administrative sources
will be available later in 2011. These data will help explain
differences in the performance of various types and sizes of
farms.

For details on farm cash receipts for the first quarter of 2011,
see today’s "Farm cash receipts" release.

Crop receipts fell 3.3% to $22.4 billion, as wheat
(including durum) and barley receipts fell sharply on
lower prices and marketings. The weighted average
price for most grains and oilseeds was lower in 2010 than
in 2009, despite price increases in the latter half of 2010.

Increased marketings of oilseeds in 2010 pushed
receipts higher for soybeans (+16.5%) and canola
(+9.6%).

Potato receipts fell 9.0% as a result of lower prices
and marketings compared with 2009 levels.

Livestock receipts increased 4.5% to $18.9 billion in
the wake of higher hog and cattle prices. Hog receipts
rose 15.4% on the strength of a 19.1% increase in prices.
The average annual price in 2010 was $56.30 per
hundredweight, the highest since 2005. Cattle and calf
receipts rose 5.0%, again on price increases.

Receipts from supply-managed commodities (dairy,
poultry and eggs) slipped 0.1% as a 3.8% drop in poultry
more than offset increases in egg (+1.1%) and dairy
(+1.4%) receipts. Poultry prices fell for the first time
since 2006.

Despite higher crop insurance payments in Western
Canada, program payments fell 4.7% to $3.1 billion.
In 2010, eight provinces posted decreases, with reduced
provincial program payments in Quebec significantly
contributing to the overall decline.
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Farm operating expenses

Farm operating expenses fell 4.2% to $34.5 billion,
the second consecutive annual decline. Lower fertilizer,
feed and pesticides expenses more than offset higher
labour and machinery fuel costs.

Fertilizer expenses declined 22.2% in the wake
of lower prices throughout most of 2010. Price
decreases were also the major factor in an 11.5% drop
in pesticide expenses. However, wet spring conditions
in Saskatchewan and, to a lesser extent, in Manitoba
led to important reductions in seeded areas and to the
reduced use of both of these inputs.

Commercial feed expenses fell 8.5%. Feed prices,
as well as cattle and hog inventories, were lower
throughout much of 2010. Other factors included a
sharp decline in stabilization premiums in Quebec and
a 4.9% decrease in interest costs as the period of low
interest rates continued in 2010.

Operating expenses fell in all provinces, the largest
decrease occurring in Saskatchewan (-9.5%).

When depreciation is included, total farm expenses
fell 3.7% to $40.0 billion in 2010.

Total net income

Total net income amounted to $2.7 billion in 2010,
up $131 million from 2009. The negative impact of
falling inventories offset much of the increase in realized
net income. Total net income increased in all provinces
except Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

Total net income adjusts realized net income for
changes in farmer-owned inventories of crops and
livestock. It represents the return to owner’s equity,
unpaid labour, and management and risk.

Production losses resulting from reduced seeded
acreage in Saskatchewan and Manitoba had a negative
impact on on-farm stocks of grains and oilseeds. These
lower stocks, combined with the continuing decline
in cattle inventories, reduced the value of inventories
by $1.7 billion.

Net value added

Agriculture’s net value added rose by $94 million
to $11.0 billion in 2010. A decrease of $1.4 billion in

expenses on inputs outweighed a decline of $1.3 billion
in the total value of production. Only two provinces,
Saskatchewan and Manitoba, recorded decreases in net
value added.

Net value added measures agriculture’s contribution
to the national economy’s production of goods
and services. It is derived by calculating the total
value of agricultural sector production, including
program payments, and subtracting the related costs
of production (expenses on inputs, business taxes and
depreciation).

Available on CANSIM: tables 002-0001, 002-0003
to 002-0005, 002-0007 to 002-0009, 002-0012 and
003-0025.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3436, 3437,
3471, 3472, 3473 and 5030.

Additional data tables are available free from the
Summary tables module of our website.

The May 2011 issues of Net Farm Income:
Agriculture Economic Statistics, Vol. 10, no. 1 (21-010-X,
free), Farm Cash Receipts: Agriculture Economic
Statistics, Vol. 10, no. 1 (21-011-X, free), Farm
Operating Expenses and Depreciation Charges:
Agriculture Economic Statistics, Vol. 10, no. 1 (21-012-X,
free), Value of Farm Capital: Agriculture Economic
Statistics, Vol. 10, no. 1 (21-013-X, free), Farm Debt
Outstanding: Agriculture Economic Statistics, Vol. 10,
no. 1 (21-014-X, free), Direct Payments to Agriculture
Producers: Agriculture Economic Statistics, Vol. 9,
no. 2 (21-015-X, free), and Agriculture Value Added
Account: Agriculture Economic Statistics, Vol. 10,
no. 1 (21-017-X, free), are now available online.
From the Key resource module of our website under
Publications, choose All subjects, then Agriculture.

Revised Farm income data will be released on
November 24.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Bernie Rosien (613-951-2466;
bernie.rosien@statcan.gc.ca) or Gail-Ann Breese
(204-983-3445; gail-ann.breese@statcan.gc.ca),
Agriculture Division.
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Net farm income
2008 2009r 2010p 2008

to
2009

2009
to

2010
$ millions % change

+ Total farm cash receipts including payments 45,937 44,546 44,439 -3.0 -0.2
- Total operating expenses after rebates 37,121 36,052 34,524 -2.9 -4.2
= Net cash income 8,816 8,493 9,915 -3.7 16.7
+ Income-in-kind 43 39 41 -7.7 3.6
- Depreciation 5,187 5,470 5,482 5.5 0.2
= Realized net income 3,671 3,062 4,474 -16.6 46.1
+ Value of inventory change 3,183 -452 -1,733 ... ...
= Total net income 6,854 2,610 2,741 ... ...

r revised
p preliminary
... not applicable

Net farm income
Canada N.L. P.E.I. N.S. N.B. Que. Ont. Man. Sask. Alta. B.C.

$ millions

2009r

+ Total farm cash receipts including payments 44,546 106 407 454 497 7,364 9,785 4,828 9,224 9,352 2,529
- Total operating expenses after rebates 36,052 106 378 419 416 5,771 8,510 3,812 6,531 7,830 2,279
= Net cash income 8,493 -1 29 36 81 1,593 1,275 1,016 2,693 1,522 250
+ Income-in-kind 39 0 0 1 1 11 8 3 4 7 4
- Depreciation 5,470 8 42 60 55 735 1,234 527 1,119 1,367 324
= Realized net income 3,062 -8 -13 -23 27 868 50 492 1,578 162 -70
+ Value of inventory change -452 0 -1 -12 3 -71 -51 26 365 -675 -34
= Total net income 2,610 -9 -13 -35 30 797 -1 518 1,942 -513 -105
2010p

+ Total farm cash receipts including payments 44,439 115 401 461 478 7,132 10,316 4,832 9,216 8,983 2,505
- Total operating expenses after rebates 34,524 105 354 399 401 5,401 8,326 3,676 5,910 7,691 2,262
= Net cash income 9,915 11 47 62 77 1,731 1,990 1,156 3,306 1,293 243
+ Income-in-kind 41 0 0 1 1 10 9 3 5 7 4
- Depreciation 5,482 8 41 59 54 727 1,233 536 1,144 1,362 318
= Realized net income 4,474 3 6 3 24 1,015 765 622 2,167 -62 -70
+ Value of inventory change -1,733 -1 15 0 7 7 -137 -544 -1,382 318 -17
= Total net income 2,741 2 22 4 32 1,022 628 78 785 256 -87

r revised
p preliminary
Note: Figures may not add up to totals because of rounding.
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Canadian Internet Use Survey
2010

In 2010, 8 out of 10 Canadian households (79%) had
access to the Internet. Over one-half of connected
households used more than one type of device to go
online.

About 81% of households located in census
metropolitan areas and 76% of households located
in census agglomerations had home Internet access,
compared with 71% of households outside of these
areas.

Rates of access were highest in British Columbia
(84%) and Alberta (83%), followed by Ontario, where the
rate was 81%.

The Canadian Internet Use Survey was redesigned
for 2010 and its findings should not be compared with
those from previous surveys.
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The income divide

To investigate the divide (or gap) in the rate of home
Internet access on the basis of income, households were
divided into four income groups called quartiles.

Note to readers

The 2010 Canadian Internet Use Survey, sponsored by Industry
Canada, was conducted in October and November as a
supplement to the Labour Force Survey.

Redesigned for 2010, this survey now consists of a
household component, which measures home access, and an
individual component, which measures online behaviours.

This release features home Internet access, based on a
sample of about 30,000 households. Data on individual online
behaviours will be released later in 2011.

Definitions

The "Home Internet access" rate is the proportion of
households with access to the Internet from home.

The survey asked about the type of "devices" used to access
the Internet, including a desktop or laptop computer; a video
games console; a BlackBerry, iPhone or other wireless handheld
device; and other devices.

The "Home high-speed access" rate is the proportion of
households with a self-reported high-speed connection to
access the Internet from home.

A census metropolitan area (CMA) and a census
agglomeration (CA) consist of one or more neighbouring
municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA must
have a total population of at least 100,000, of which 50,000 or
more live in the urban core. A CA must have an urban core
population of at least 10,000.

The vast majority (97%) of households in the top
income quartile, those with incomes of $87,000 or more,
had home Internet access. This compares with a rate
of 54% of households in the lowest quartile, those with
incomes of $30,000 or less.

The rate of home Internet access also varies by
household size and composition. In 2010, 93% of
households with three or more people, as well as those
with at least one member under the age of 18, had
home Internet access. By contrast, 58% of one-person
households had home Internet access.

Access using multiple devices

Among connected households, most used a desktop
computer (71%) or a laptop computer (64%).

Over one-third (35%) used a wireless handheld
device to access the Internet from home.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE 5
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Devices used to access the Internet

A majority (54%) of connected households used
more than one type of device to go online in 2010.

Based on the type of Internet connection and
its self-reported speed, about 96% of households
with home Internet access reported a high-speed

connection. This means that, among all Canadian
households, about three-quarters reported home
high-speed Internet access in 2010.

Households without the Internet

Among the one-fifth (21%) of households without
home Internet access in 2010, over one-half (56%)
reported they had no need for or interest in it.

Other reasons for having no access included the
cost of service or equipment (20%), or the lack of
a device such as a computer (15%). About 12% of
households reported they lacked confidence, knowledge
or skills.

Relatively more households in the lowest income
quartile reported the cost of service or equipment (24%)
as a reason.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 4432.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Ben Veenhof (613-951-5067;
ben.veenhof@statcan.gc.ca) or Larry McKeown
(613-951-2582; larry.mckeown@statcan.gc.ca),
Business Special Surveys and Technology Statistics
Division.

Households with home Internet access
2010

%

Canada 79
Newfoundland and Labrador 74
Prince Edward Island 73
Nova Scotia 77
New Brunswick 70
Quebec 73
Ontario 81
Manitoba 73
Saskatchewan 76
Alberta 83
British Columbia 84
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Farm cash receipts
First quarter 2011

Farm cash receipts for Canadian farmers totalled a
record high of $12.1 billion during the first quarter,
an 8.8% increase from the first quarter of 2010. This
follows a 7.5% decline between the first quarters
of 2009 and 2010.

Farm cash receipts, which include crop and livestock
revenues plus program payments, increased in every
province except Manitoba (-4.0%) and British Columbia
(-2.2%). Quebec, Prince Edward Island and Ontario all
recorded double-digit increases in receipts.

Market receipts from the sale of crops and livestock
amounted to $11.3 billion, up 8.6% from the first quarter
of 2010.

Crop receipts rose 9.7% to $6.4 billion, while
livestock receipts were up 7.3% to $5.0 billion.

The $562 million increase in crop receipts was due
primarily to higher prices for most major grains and
oilseeds. These more than compensated for reduced
marketings.

Crop prices have recently shown signs of strength
after declining from the highs reached in 2008. The
International Grains Council reported that global
carryover grain stocks are set to fall to their lowest level
in three years. In addition, estimates for oilseed stocks
continued to tighten, fuelled by growing demand from
emerging economies and for biofuels.

Canola, corn, and wheat (excluding durum)
contributed significantly to the increase in receipts,
with the weighted average price of each rising more
than 30% between the first quarters of 2010 and 2011.
Rising dry pea receipts were also a factor, due to both
strong prices and increased marketings.

On the other hand, lentil receipts fell as both prices
and marketings declined. Producers also had fewer
deferred grain receipts to liquidate in the first quarter,
due to lower crop receipts last year.

On the livestock side, cattle and calf receipts
rose 9.5% to $1.6 billion, while hog receipts
increased 10.8% to $926 million. Rising prices
were again the reason, with weighted average prices
up 26.5% for cattle and calves and up 14.6% for hogs,
compared with the first quarter of 2010.

The price increases more than offset declines in
the domestic slaughter of both cattle and hogs, and
in international exports of cattle. Reduced on-farm
inventories limited the supply of market animals.

Over the last few years, livestock producers have
been affected by the US Country of Origin Labeling
legislation, lower demand attributable to the recent
economic slowdown and higher feed grain costs. By the

end of 2010, the number of cattle on Canadian farms
had declined to its lowest level since January 1995.
Hog inventories recorded their first increase on a
year-over-year basis since 2006.

In the supply-managed sector (dairy, poultry
and eggs), farm cash receipts from the first quarter
rose 4.3% over the same period in 2010, mainly
as a result of increases in prices. Supply-managed
commodities accounted for about 44% of total livestock
receipts.

Program payments amounted to $787 million in the
first quarter, up 11.3% from the same quarter in 2010.
This follows a 16.7% decline between the first quarters
of 2009 and 2010, and a 42.4% drop between the first
quarters of 2008 and 2009.

Note: All data are in current dollars. Farm cash receipts
measure gross revenue for farm businesses. They do
not represent their bottom line, as farmers have to pay
their expenses and loans, and cover depreciation.

Preliminary information on net farm income
for 2010 is available in today’s "Farm income" release.
Farm cash receipts data for the first half of 2011 will be
released on August 24.

Available on CANSIM: tables 002-0001 and 002-0002.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3437 and 3473.

Additional data tables are available from the
Summary tables module of our website.

The May 2011 issue of the publications Farm Cash
Receipts: Agriculture Economic Statistics, Vol. 10,
no. 1 (21-011-X, free), Net Farm Income: Agriculture
Economic Statistics, Vol. 10, no. 1 (21-010-X, free),
Farm Operating Expenses and Depreciation Charges:
Agriculture Economic Statistics, Vol. 10, no. 1 (21-012-X,
free), Value of Farm Capital: Agriculture Economic
Statistics, Vol. 10, no. 1 (21-013-X, free), Farm Debt
Outstanding: Agriculture Economic Statistics, Vol. 10,
no. 1 (21-014-X, free), Direct Payments to Agriculture
Producers: Agriculture Economic Statistics, Vol. 9,
no. 2 (21-015-X, free), and Agriculture Value Added
Account: Agriculture Economic Statistics, Vol. 10,
no. 1 (21-017-X, free), are now available online.
From the Key resource module of our website, under
Publications, choose All subjects, then Agriculture.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Stephen Boyd (613-951-1875;
stephen.boyd@statcan.gc.ca) or Gail-Ann Breese
(204-983-3445; gail-ann.breese@statcan.gc.ca),
Agriculture Division.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE 7



The Daily, May 25, 2011

Provincial farm cash receipts
First

quarter
2009

First
quarter

2010

First
quarter

2011p

First quarter
2009

to
first

quarter 2010

First quarter
2010

to
first

quarter 2011
$ millions % change

Canada 12,036 11,132 12,111 -7.5 8.8
Newfoundland and Labrador 25 31 31 23.7 0.7
Prince Edward Island 124 109 130 -12.4 19.1
Nova Scotia 125 134 143 6.8 6.9
New Brunswick 132 120 125 -8.6 3.8
Quebec 1,613 1,446 1,740 -10.3 20.3
Ontario 2,163 1,957 2,181 -9.5 11.5
Manitoba 1,447 1,436 1,378 -0.8 -4.0
Saskatchewan 3,027 2,876 3,140 -5.0 9.2
Alberta 2,844 2,499 2,730 -12.1 9.3
British Columbia 536 524 513 -2.2 -2.2

p preliminary
Note: Figures may not add up to totals because of rounding.

Characteristics of international overnight
travellers
Fourth quarter 2010 (preliminary)

Pleasure travel was the most popular reason for
Canadian residents to travel during the fourth quarter.
In total, they took 3.7 million overnight pleasure trips to
the United States and overseas countries.

Of this total, the majority (2.4 million) were to the
United States. These trips accounted for more than
half (55.4%) of all overnight travel to the United States.
Canadian residents spent $2.0 billion on their overnight
pleasure trips in the United States.

The next most popular reason for travel to the United
States was to visit friends and relatives, with such trips
totalling 776,000.

New York State was the top destination, as
Canadian residents made 712,000 overnight visits to
the state and spent $275 million. However, Canadian
residents spent more money in Florida, the next most
popular destination state. They made 645,000 overnight
visits to Florida, spending $641 million.

Pleasure travel was also the most common reason
for overnight travel from the United States to Canada.
US residents took 907,000 overnight pleasure trips to
Canada in the fourth quarter, spending $525 million
while here.

The top state of origin was New York State, as its
residents made 299,000 overnight trips to Canada in
the fourth quarter, spending $121 million in the process.
Washington State and Michigan were the next two most
common states of origin.

The most popular overseas destinations for
overnight travel by Canadian residents were Mexico, the
Dominican Republic and the United Kingdom.

Canadian residents took 1.3 million overnight trips
for pleasure to overseas countries, accounting for 70.3%
of all overnight travel overseas. They spent $1.6 billion
on their overnight pleasure trips in overseas countries.
Canadian residents also took 275,000 overnight trips
overseas to visit friends and relatives.

In the opposite direction, pleasure was the third
most important reason for overnight overseas travel to
Canada. The leading purpose was to visit friends and
relatives, which accounted for 40.2% of all overnight
trips to Canada. It was followed by business travel,
which represented 24.9%.

The United Kingdom was the top overseas country
of origin for overnight travel to Canada, followed by
France and Japan.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3152.

This release summarizes data now available
from the International Travel Survey. Tables, various
statistical profiles and microdata files of characteristics
of international travellers for the preliminary fourth
quarter of 2010 are now available on request.

Data on the characteristics of international travellers
for the first quarter will be released on August 24.

To obtain one or more of these products,
contact Client Services (toll-free 1-800-307-3382;
613-951-9169; fax: 613-951-2909;
tourism@statcan.gc.ca). To enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Frances Kremarik (613-951-4240; fax:
613-951-2909; frances.kremarik@statcan.gc.ca),
Tourism and the Centre for Education Statistics
Division.
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Overnight travel to and from Canada by trip purpose, fourth quarter 20101

Tripsp Spendingp

thousands $ millions

Canadian trips abroad
To the United States 4,317 3,172

Business 574 547
Pleasure 2,393 2,025
Visiting friends/relatives 776 313

To other countries 1,852 2,493
Business 204 391
Pleasure 1,302 1,639
Visiting friends/relatives 275 366

Travel to Canada
From the United States 2,161 1,076

Business 410 304
Pleasure 907 525
Visiting friends/relatives 709 207

From other countries 719 952
Business 179 292
Pleasure 173 246
Visiting friends/relatives 289 311

p preliminary
1. Totals also include other trip purposes.

Study: Work absences in 2010

In an average week in 2010, 8.0% of full-time employees
in Canada missed some work for personal reasons. This
proportion was unchanged from 2009, but up from 6.3%
in 2000.

Among full-time employees, 5.7% missed work
because of their own illness or disability, while 2.3%
missed work for personal or family responsibilities.
Women on maternity leave and men on parental leave
are not included in these figures.

On average, the number of days lost by full-time
employees in 2010 was down slightly from 2009.
However, averages were above levels a decade earlier.

For example, full-time employees lost an average
of 9.1 days in 2010 for personal reasons, compared
with 9.5 days in 2009 and 8.0 days in 2000.

Full-time employees were absent 7.4 days because
of their own illness or disability, down from 7.8 days
in 2009, while 1.7 days were lost for personal or family
demands in 2010, unchanged from 2009.

In total, full-time employees lost an estimated
100 million work days in 2010 for these reasons.

Women lost 11.0 days compared with 7.6 days
for their male counterparts. Full-time workers with
preschool-age children lost 3.1 days for personal or
family responsibilities compared with 1.4 days for those
in families without children.

Full-time employees in the public sector, who are
more likely unionized or female, lost 11.8 days of
work time in 2010 for personal reasons, compared
with 8.2 days for their private-sector counterparts.

Contributing factors to work absence rates include
the nature and demands of the job, the male-female
composition of the workforce, and union representation.

Unionism is a strong determinant of the presence
of paid sick or family leave. Full-time workers who
belonged to unions, or who were covered by collective
agreements, missed an average of 12.9 work days for
personal reasons in 2010, compared with 7.3 days for
their non-unionized counterparts.

At the industry level, full-time employees who
missed the most work days on average were those
in health care and social assistance (13.4 days) and
public administration (11.8 days). The lowest averages
were recorded by those in professional, scientific and
technical services (5.4 days) and primary industries
(7.0 days).

Note: The article "Work absences in 2010" is
based on data from the Labour Force Survey for
full-time employees holding only one job. Part-time,
self-employed and unpaid family workers were excluded.
Absences for vacations and statutory holidays are not
included in this report.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 3701.

The article "Work absences in 2010" is now available
in the May 2011 online edition of Perspectives on Labour
and Income, Vol. 23, no. 2 (75-001-X, free), from the Key
resource module of our website under Publications.

The publication Work Absence
Rates, 2010 (71-211-X, free), is also now available
from the Key resource module of our website under
Publications.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE 9
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For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
article, contact Sharanjit Uppal (613-951-3887;
sharanjit.uppal@statcan.gc.ca), Labour Statistics
Division.

Study: Measuring voluntary
interhousehold transfers
2008

In 2008, Canadian households received $8.5 billion
in voluntary interhousehold transfers from other
households. This is twice the dollar amount of
court-ordered alimony and child support payments
received by Canadian households.

It is also comparable in size to major government
social programs, like social assistance and child tax
benefits.

Interhousehold transfers are a flow of economic
resources between households. In some cases, people
in one household monetarily support people in other
households. These would include parents who support
students away at school, immigrants sending money to
family members in their home countries, or someone
helping out a friend who has fallen on hard times.

Between 1998 and 2008, the number of households
that sent voluntary interhousehold transfers increased
by 51% from 3.6 million to 5.4 million. During the same
period, the proportion of households that sent transfers
rose from 31% to 41%.

Although year-to-year changes vary, the total
amount of interhousehold transfers followed an upward
trend during this 10-year period. After inflation was
taken into account, Canadian households sent 46%
more in voluntary interhousehold transfers in 2008 than
in 1998.

In comparison, real household income increased
33% and charitable donations rose 32% over the same
period.

The incidence and amount of voluntary
interhousehold donations increased with household
income. Both indicators were twice as high among
households in the top quarter of the income scale than
among those in the bottom quarter.

Note: The article "Measuring voluntary interhousehold
transfers in Canada" presents trends in the incidence
and level of voluntary interhousehold transfers in
Canada using the Survey of Household Spending.
It also discusses concepts and measurement issues

related to interhousehold transfers, as well as alternative
measures based on the Survey of Labour and Income
Dynamics and the Survey of Financial Security.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 2620, 3508 and
3889.

The article "Measuring voluntary interhousehold
transfers in Canada" is now available in the
May 2011 online edition of Perspectives on Labour
and Income, vol. 23, no. 2 (75-001-X, free), from the Key
resource module of our website under Publications. A
detailed report is also available online, under the same
module, as part of the Income Research Paper Series
(75F0002M2011001, free).

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
article, contact Jackson Chung (613-951-4005;
jackson.chung@statcan.gc.ca), Income Statistics
Division.

Railway carloadings
March 2011

Canada’s rail network of mainline, regional and shortline
railways carried a combined 26.9 million tonnes of freight
in March, a 5.6% gain from March 2010.

The increase was the result of higher freight loadings
originating in Canada as well as from the United States.

The Canadian railway’s core domestic
transportation systems, non-intermodal and intermodal,
together accounted for almost 90% of the total
traffic loaded in March. Combined shipments rose
to 24.0 million tonnes in March, up 4.7% from the same
month last year.

Non-intermodal loadings represented the vast
majority of total domestic freight loaded in March,
rising 5.0% from March 2010 levels to 21.7 million
tonnes. The gain was spurred by increased freight
loadings in 41 out of the 63 commodity groups carried
on railways. Of these, iron ores and concentrates,
lumber, wood pulp and potash represented the largest
gains in tonnage.

Intermodal loadings of containers and trailers on flat
cars, which Canadian railways either received from or
transferred to other modes of transportation, rose 1.8%
from March 2010 to 2.3 million tonnes in March. The
increase occurred solely on the strength of containerized
cargo shipments, as loadings of trailers on flat cars fell
during the month.
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At the international level, traffic received from the
United States (either destined for or passing through
Canada) rose to 2.9 million tonnes in March, recording
a robust increase of 14.1% compared with March 2010.
The increase occurred as a result of strong growth
in non-intermodal traffic, which rose 15.5% from
March 2010 to 2.8 million tonnes in March.

On a geographic basis, 56.6% of total freight
traffic originating in Canada was loaded in the Western
Division of Canada, with the remainder loaded in the
Eastern Division. For statistical purposes, the Eastern
and Western divisions are separated by an imaginary
line running from Thunder Bay to Armstrong, Ontario.
Freight loaded at Thunder Bay is included in the Western
Division while loadings at Armstrong are reported in the
Eastern Division.

Available on CANSIM: table 404-0002.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 2732.

The March 2011 issue of Monthly Railway
Carloadings, Vol. 88, no. 3 (52-001-X, free), is now
available from the Key resource module of our website
under Publications.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact Client Services (toll-free 1-866-500-8400;
transportationstatistics@statcan.gc.ca), Transportation
Division.
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New products and studies

Net Farm Income - Agriculture Economic Statistics,
May 2011, Vol. 10, no. 1
Catalogue number 21-010-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Farm Cash Receipts - Agriculture Economic
Statistics, May 2011, Vol. 10, no. 1
Catalogue number 21-011-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Farm Operating Expenses and Depreciation
Charges - Agriculture Economic Statistics,
May 2011, Vol. 10, no. 1
Catalogue number 21-012-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Value of Farm Capital - Agriculture Economic
Statistics, May 2011, Vol. 10, no. 1
Catalogue number 21-013-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Farm Debt Outstanding - Agriculture Economic
Statistics, May 2011, Vol. 10, no. 1
Catalogue number 21-014-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Direct Payments to Agriculture Producers -
Agriculture Economic Statistics, May 2011, Vol. 9,
no. 2
Catalogue number 21-015-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Agriculture Value Added Account - Agriculture
Economic Statistics, May 2011, Vol. 10, no. 1
Catalogue number 21-017-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Monthly Railway Carloadings, March 2011, Vol. 88,
no. 3
Catalogue number 52-001-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

International Travel Survey Microdata File, fourth
quarter 2010, no. 4
Catalogue number 66M0001X
(CD-ROM, $500/$2,000)

Work Absence Rates, 2010
Catalogue number 71-211-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Perspectives on Labour and Income, Summer 2011,
Vol. 23, no. 2
Catalogue number 75-001-X (PDF, free; HTML, free)

Study: Income Research Paper Series: “Measuring
Voluntary Inter-household Transfers in Canada”,
no. 1
Catalogue number 75F0002M2011001 (PDF, free;
HTML, free)

Study: Culture, Tourism and the Centre for
Education Statistics: Research Papers: “Delaying
Post-secondary Education: Who Delays and for
How Long?”, no. 90
Catalogue number 81-595-M2011090 (PDF, free;
HTML, free)

All prices are in Canadian dollars and exclude sales
tax. Additional shipping charges apply for delivery
outside Canada.

Catalogue numbers with an -XWE, -XIB or an -XIE
extension are Internet versions; those with -XMB or
-XME are microfiche; -XPB or -XPE are paper versions;
-XDB or -XDE are electronic versions on diskette; -XCB
or -XCE are electronic versions on compact disc; -XVB
or -XVE are electronic versions on DVD and -XBB or
-XBE a database.
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How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.
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