
Catalogue 11-001-XIE (Français 11-001-XIF) ISSN 1205-9137

Friday, May 27, 2011
Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time

Releases

International travel account, first quarter 2011 2
Canada’s international travel deficit increased $213 million to reach $4.2 billion during the first
quarter. The increase was largely attributed to a rise in spending by Canadian travellers in
the United States.

Public sector employment, first quarter 2011 4

Computer and peripherals price indexes, April 2011 5

Couriers and Messengers Services Price Index, April 2011 5

Commercial Software Price Index, April 2011 6

Agricultural Water Survey, 2010 6

New products and studies 7

Release dates: May 30 to June 3, 2011 8



End of text
End of release

The Daily, May 27, 2011

Releases

International travel account
First quarter 2011 (preliminary)

Canada’s international travel deficit increased
$213 million to reach $4.2 billion during the first
quarter. The increase was largely attributed to a rise in
spending by Canadian travellers in the United States.

Canadian travellers spent $8.1 billion abroad during
the first quarter, a rise of 1.4% compared with the fourth
quarter of 2010.

Travellers from abroad spent $3.9 billion in Canada,
a decrease of 2.6% compared with the previous quarter.
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Canada’s international travel deficit increased 
because of a rise in spending by Canadian travellers 
in the US, first quarter of 2011

$ billions

20082007 2009 2010 2011

New high in spending by Canadian travellers
in the United States

The travel deficit with the United States
increased $268 million from the previous quarter
to reach $3.3 billion in the first quarter.

The increase in the deficit was the result of greater
spending by Canadian travellers in the United States
which reached a new high of $5.0 billion in the first
quarter, up 3.9% from the previous quarter.

The rise in spending by Canadians coincided with
a 4.2% increase in the number of same-day car trips to
the United States compared with the previous quarter.

Note to readers

This international travel account analysis is based on preliminary
quarterly data, seasonally adjusted unless otherwise stated.
Amounts are in Canadian dollars and are not adjusted for
inflation.

Receipts represent spending by foreigners travelling in
Canada, including education spending, medical spending and
spending by crew members. Payments represent spending
by Canadian residents travelling abroad, including education
spending, medical spending and spending by crew members.

Overseas countries are those other than the United States.

Spending by U.S. residents in Canada was recorded
at $1.7 billion during the first quarter, a decline of 4.4%
compared with the fourth quarter of 2010. This is the
lowest level recorded since the first quarter of 1997.

A decrease of 8.9% in the number of same-day
car trips by American travellers probably contributed
to a decrease in spending by American residents
in Canada. Same-day car travel by Americans to
Canada totalled 1.7 million trips, its lowest level since
record-keeping began in 1972.

The Canadian dollar rose 2.8% to reach an average
value of US $1.01 during the first quarter. The increase
coincided with an increase in the number of same-day
car trips taken by Canadians to the United States and a
decrease in those of Americans to Canada.

Lower travel deficit with overseas countries

Canada’s travel deficit with overseas countries
shrank $56 million compared with the previous quarter
to sit at $873 million in the first quarter.

The decrease in the deficit was in part the result of
a 2.5% decline in spending by Canadians in overseas
countries, which reached $3.1 billion in the first quarter.
This was the second consecutive decrease in Canadian
spending in overseas countries.

Travellers from overseas countries spent $2.2 billion
in Canada, a decline of 1.1% compared with the
previous quarter. During the same period, the number
of overseas travellers declined 1.5% to reach 1.1 million
trips in the first quarter.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
numbers, including related surveys, 3152 and 5005.

The international travel account for the second
quarter will be released on August 26.
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For more information, or to inquire about
the concepts, methods and data quality of this
release, contact Lotfi Chahdi (613-951-3136;
lotfi.chahdi@statcan.gc.ca) or Client Services

(toll-free 1-800-307-3382; 613-951-9169; fax:
613-951-2909; tourism@statcan.gc.ca), Tourism
and Centre for Education Statistics Division.

International travel account receipts and payments

First
quarter

2010r

Fourth
quarter

2010r

First
quarter

2011p

Fourth quarter
2010

to
first quarter

2011
Seasonally adjusted1

$ millions % change

Total
Receipts 4,047 4,032 3,929 -2.6
Payments 7,127 8,015 8,124 1.4
Balance -3,080 -3,983 -4,195 ...

United States
Receipts 1,809 1,801 1,722 -4.4
Payments 4,236 4,855 5,044 3.9
Balance -2,427 -3 054 -3,322 ...

All other countries
Receipts 2,239 2,231 2,207 -1.1
Payments 2,892 3,160 3,080 -2.5
Balance -653 -929 -873 ...

r revised
p preliminary
... not applicable
1. Data may not add to totals due to rounding.
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Public sector employment
First quarter 2011 (preliminary)

Public sector employment on a seasonally adjusted
basis was 3.6 million in the first quarter, up 0.3% from
the fourth quarter of 2010.

The increase was concentrated mainly in health
and social services institutions (+0.5%). Employment
has been growing steadily in this sector since the first
quarter of 2005. Employment also rose in local general
government (+0.4%).

Employment in federal general government fell 0.2%
in the first quarter. The number of employees in this
sector has changed little since the first quarter of 2010,
following a decade of growth.

Employment in universities and colleges
slipped 0.1%, although it has been on an upward
trend since the first quarter of 2001.

Public sector employees represented 10.6% of the
total Canadian population in the first quarter, unchanged
during the last year. This proportion had been rising
slowly since the first quarter of 2001 when it was 9.7%.

The three levels of general government (federal,
provincial and territorial, and local) accounted for 38.2%
of total public sector employment in the first quarter.
Educational institutions represented 29.5%, followed
by health and social service institutions (23.5%) and
government business enterprises (8.7%).
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Note: The public sector includes all economic entities
controlled by government and comprises four major
components: the three levels of government (federal,
provincial and territorial and local) and government
business enterprises. Each level of government
has a general government component comprising
ministries; departments; agencies and non-autonomous
funds; autonomous funds and organizations; and,
non-autonomous pension plans. Provincial and
territorial government includes universities and colleges
as well as health and social service institutions. Local
government includes school boards. Government
business enterprises are institutional units controlled by
government; they operate on an autonomous basis as
commercial corporations in the marketplace.

Available on CANSIM: tables 183-0002 and 183-0004.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 1713.

For a more detailed description of how public
sector employment is defined and reconciled with other
information sources, refer to the document entitled
Reconciliation of Public Sector Employment Estimates
from Multiple Information Sources by clicking on survey
number 1713.

Available on CANSIM: tables 183-0021 and 183-0022.

Data tables on public sector employment are also
available in the National economic accounts module of
our website.

For more information, or to order data,
contact Client Services (613-951-0767;
pssd-info-dssp@statcan.gc.ca). To enquire
about the concepts, methods or data quality of
this release, contact Alain Baril (613-951-4131;
alain.baril@statcan.gc.ca), Public Sector Statistics
Division.
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Public sector employment
Fourth

quarter
2010

First
quarter

2011

Fourth quarter
2010

to
first quarter

2011
Seasonally adjusted

thousands % change

Public sector 3,619 3,629 0.3
General government 1,384 1,386 0.2

Federal 422 421 -0.2
Provincial and territorial 357 358 0.3
Local 605 607 0.4

Educational institutions 1,068 1,070 0.1
Universities and colleges1 391 390 -0.1
School boards 678 679 0.3

Health and social service institutions 850 854 0.5
Government business enterprises 315 316 0.1

1. Includes vocational and trade institutions.
Note: Numbers may not add up due to rounding.

Computer and peripherals price indexes
April 2011

From March to April, the price index for commercial
computers declined 0.5% and the index for consumer
computers increased 1.1%.

In the case of computer peripherals, monitor prices
increased 0.5% in April compared with the previous
month, while printer prices declined 1.2%.

Note: The Computer and peripherals price indexes
are monthly series measuring changes over time in the
price of computers and computer peripherals sold to
governments, businesses and consumers. This release
presents data that are not seasonally adjusted and the
indexes published are subject to a six month revision
period after dissemination of a given month’s data.

These indexes are available at the Canada level only.

Available on CANSIM: tables 331-0007 and 331-0008.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5032.

The Computer and peripherals price indexes for May
will be released on June 24.

For more information, or to enquire about
the concepts, methods or data quality of this
release, contact Client Services (613-951-4550;
toll-free 1-888-951-4550; fax: 613-951-3117;
ppd-info-dpp@statcan.gc.ca), Producer Prices
Division.

Couriers and Messengers Services Price
Index
April 2011

The Couriers and Messengers Services Price Index
increased 1.3% in April compared with March mainly due
to higher fuel surcharges. The courier portion rose 1.2%
and the local messenger component advanced 1.5%.

On a year-over-year basis, the index advanced
10.5% in April compared with the same month in 2010.

Note: The Couriers and Messengers Services Price
Index is a monthly price index measuring the change
over time in prices for courier and messenger services
provided by long and short distance delivery companies
to Canadian-based business clients.

These indexes are available at the Canada level only.

Available on CANSIM: table 329-0053.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5064.

For more information, or to enquire
about the concepts, methods or data quality
of this release, contact Client Services
(toll-free 1-888-951-4550; 613-951-4550; fax:
613-951-3117; ppd-info-dpp@statcan.gc.ca), Producer
Prices Division.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE 5



The Daily, May 27, 2011

Commercial Software Price Index
April 2011

The Commercial Software Price Index (CSPI) decreased
by 0.7% in April from the previous month.

Year over year, the CSPI decreased by 3.0% in April.

Note: The Commercial Software Price Index is a
monthly series measuring the change in the purchase
price of pre-packaged software typically bought by
businesses and governments. This release presents
data that are not seasonally adjusted and the indexes
published are subject to a six month revision period
after dissemination of a given month’s data.

This index is available at the Canada level only.

Available on CANSIM: table 331-0006.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5068.

The commercial software price indexes for May will
be released on June 24.

For more information, or to enquire
about the concepts, methods or data quality
of this release, contact Client Services
(toll-free 1-888-951-4550; 613-951-4550; fax:
613-951-3117; ppd-info-dpp@statcan.gc.ca), Producer
Prices Division.

Agricultural Water Survey
2010

Data from the Agricultural Water Survey are now
available at the provincial and drainage region level,
by irrigation water volume and irrigated area for
the 2010 growing season.

The Agricultural Water Survey is conducted to
gather information on irrigation water use, irrigation
methods and practices, and sources and quality of water
used for agricultural purposes on Canadian farms. The
full report will be released later this year.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey
number 5145.

For more information, or to enquire about the
concepts, methods or data quality of this release,
contact the information officer (613-951-0297; fax:
613-951-0634; environ@statcan.gc.ca), Environment
Accounts and Statistics Division.
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New products and studies

There are no new products and studies today.

How to order products

To order by phone, please refer to:
• The title • The catalogue number • The volume number • The issue number • Your credit card number.

From Canada and the United States, call: 1-800-267-6677
From other countries, call: 1-613-951-2800
To fax your order, call: 1-877-287-4369

To order by mail, write to: Statistics Canada, Finance, 6th floor, R.H. Coats Bldg., Ottawa, K1A 0T6.
Include a cheque or money order payable to Receiver General of Canada/Publications. Canadian customers
add 5% GST and applicable PST.

To order by Internet, write to: infostats@statcan.gc.ca or download an electronic version by accessing Statistics Canada’s
website at www.statcan.gc.ca and browse by “Key resource” > “Publications.”

Authorized agents and bookstores also carry Statistics Canada’s catalogued publications.

Statistics Canada’s official release bulletin
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10G, R.H. Coats Building, 100 Tunney’s Pasture Driveway, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0T6.
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body of the message, type "subscribe daily firstname lastname".

Published by authority of the Minister responsible for Statistics Canada. © Minister of Industry, 2011. All
rights reserved. The content of this electronic publication may be reproduced, in whole or in part, and by
any means, without further permission from Statistics Canada, subject to the following conditions: that
it be done solely for the purposes of private study, research, criticism, review or newspaper summary,
and/or for non-commercial purposes; and that Statistics Canada be fully acknowledged as follows: Source
(or “Adapted from”, if appropriate): Statistics Canada, year of publication, name of product, catalogue
number, volume and issue numbers, reference period and page(s). Otherwise, no part of this publication
may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form, by any means—electronic,
mechanical or photocopy—or for any purposes without prior written permission of Licensing Services, Client
Services Division, Statistics Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0T6.

Statistics Canada - Cat. no. 11-001-XIE 7



The Daily, May 27, 2011

Release dates: May 30 to June 3, 2011

(Release dates are subject to change.)

Release
date

Title Reference period

30 Balance of international payments First quarter of 2011
30 Gross domestic product by income and expenditure First quarter of 2011
30 Gross domestic product by industry March 2011
31 Canadian social trends May 2011
31 Industrial product and raw materials price indexes April 2011
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