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Releases

Activities of foreign affiliates, 2011
Employment levels at foreign affiliates of Canadian enterprises rose 2.1% in 2011. This was the second consecutive
yearly increase as employment continued to recover following the weakness in the global economy
in 2008 and 2009.

Most of the strength in employment was from affiliates in the United States, where the number of employees at
Canadian foreign affiliates rose 3.1%, while employment at Canadian affiliates in the European Union fell 2.0%. The
"other countries" (+3.0%) grouping accounted for most of the remaining increase in employment. This set of
countries, which includes a number of rapidly emerging economies, has seen its share of total Canadian foreign
affiliates' employment rise from 21.1% to 30.7% over the past decade.

Employment growth at Canadian foreign affiliates was concentrated in the services sector (+6.7%), while
employment in the goods producing sector declined 1.5% during the year. This was the fifth consecutive yearly
increase for the service sector, during which time its share of employment at Canadian foreign affiliates rose
from 36.6% to 46.1%.

Within the service sector, the finance and insurance (+17.9%) and wholesale trade (+17.6%) sectors both recorded
robust gains during the year. The other notable increase came in the "other services" sector (+24.6%), a diverse
aggregate made up primarily of real estate, health care, accommodation and food service industries.

With the exception of the mining and oil and gas extraction sector (+8.0%), employment in the overall goods
producing sector declined. This weakness was led by a 4.5% drop in manufacturing employment, which was down
for the fifth time in six years.

Following two consecutive yearly declines, total current dollar sales of goods and services at foreign affiliates of
Canadian enterprises rose by 4.9% in 2011.

On a geographical basis, the largest increase was in the United States, where sales at foreign affiliates rose 6.5%.
Sales in the European Union (+2.1%) and the "other countries" (+3.7%) region also rose during the year.

Sales in the services sector were up 13.1%, while those in the goods producing sector were flat. The largest
increases came in the wholesale (+62.1%), finance (+16.1%) and "other services" (+37.4%) industries. Among the
goods producing industries, only the mining and gas extraction sector (+4.2%) had higher sales during the year.
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Chart 1
Activities of foreign affiliates – Sales and employment, 2001 to 2011

Note to readers

The strong growth in Canadian direct investment abroad, evidenced since the mid-1990s, has given rise to interest in understanding the
activities of foreign affiliates of Canadian enterprises. This release provides some perspective on the employment and sales of foreign
affiliates, including both industry and geographical detail.

To be consistent with the international practice for measuring the activities of foreign affiliates (also known as Foreign Affiliate Trade
Statistics), only the information on majority-owned foreign affiliates are included. For operational reasons, depository institutions and
foreign branches of firms are currently excluded from the estimates. Sales and employment figures of majority-owned foreign affiliates
represent total sales and employment, even if the Canadian ownership is less than 100%.

Employment is a volume measure that relates more closely to real economic activity. Sales approximate total gross income, and are
subject to potentially large price effects. Current dollar sales reflect inflation in various countries as well as exchange rate effects, as they
are converted to Canadian dollars (noon averages) for comparison purposes. Both employment and sales can be affected by changes in
Canadian direct investment abroad, either through increased investment or divestment.
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Table 1
Activities of foreign affiliates
      2007   2008   2009   2010   2011

    thousands

Employment          
 

Total by sector 1,133 1,103 1,052 1,084 1,107
Goods producers 677 646 593 605 596
Service producers 456 457 460 478 510
Total by region 1,133 1,103 1,052 1,084 1,107
United States 594 552 533 555 572
European Union 218 226 206 199 195
Other countries 321 326 313 330 340

 
    billions of Canadian dollars

Sales          
 

Total by sector 477 507 465 461 484
Goods producers 318 348 298 292 293
Service producers 159 159 167 169 191
Total by region 477 507 465 461 484
United States 241 253 239 231 246
European Union 92 95 82 74 76
Other countries 144 159 143 156 162

Note(s):   Figures may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.

Available in CANSIM: tables 376-0060 and 376-0061.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 1539.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations (613-951-4636;
mediahotline@statcan.gc.ca).
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Stocks of frozen and chilled meats, October 2013
Data on stocks of frozen and chilled meats are now available for October.

Note to readers

This release contains data on stock holdings for various cuts of pork, beef, veal, mutton and lamb, and fancy meats at the Canada level,
as well as total red meats at the regional level. This release also contains the holdings of imported meat at the national level for the same
periods.

Available in CANSIM: tables 003-0081 and 003-0082.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3423.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations (613-951-4636;
mediahotline@statcan.gc.ca).
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Electricity supply and disposition, 2012
Data from the annual Electricity Supply and Disposition Survey are now available for 2012.

Note to readers

Data for 2011 have been revised. The survey provides data on the amount of electricity generated, interprovincial movements of
electricity, imports, exports and sales to final consumers.

Available in CANSIM: tables 127-0007 and 127-0008.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2194.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations (613-951-4636;
mediahotline@statcan.gc.ca).
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New products and studies

New products

Sawmills, August 2013, Vol. 67, no. 8
Catalogue number 35-003-X (HTML | PDF)
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Release dates: November 4 to 8, 2013

(Release dates are subject to change.)

Release
date

Title Reference period

6 Building permits September 2013
8 Labour Force Survey October 2013
     

See also the release dates for major economic indicators for the rest of the year.
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