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Releases

Building permits, August 2014
The total value of building permits issued by Canadian municipalities fell 27.3% to $6.7 billion in August, following
three months of double-digit increases. The August decline was mainly the result of lower construction intentions for
non-residential buildings in Quebec and residential buildings in Ontario.
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Note(s): The higher variability associated with the trend-cycle estimates is indicated with a dotted line on the chart for the current reference month and the three
previous months. See note to readers.

In the non-residential sector, the total value of building permits decreased 40.6% to $2.5 billion in August, following
four consecutive monthly gains. Lower construction intentions were posted in seven provinces, with Quebec
contributing most to the national decline.

After five consecutive monthly advances, the total value of permits in the residential sector declined 15.9% in
August to $4.2 billion. The largest decreases were registered in Ontario, followed by British Columbia and the
Atlantic provinces. Gains were recorded in four provinces, led by Alberta.
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Non-residential sector: Decreases in construction intentions in all three components

Institutional building construction intentions fell 76.0% to $446 million in August, after increasing 29.6% in July
and 149.3% in June. The value of institutional building permits was down in every province except Prince Edward
Island. Quebec accounted for much of the national decline, the result of lower construction intentions for medical
facilities. Manitoba's decrease was also a result of lower construction intentions for medical facilities. In Ontario, the
decline was mostly attributable to a drop in intentions for educational institutions.

In the commercial component, the value of permits fell 12.1% to $1.6 billion in August, following a 1.2% increase
the previous month. The decline originated from lower construction intentions in warehouses and office buildings at
the national level. Decreases were posted in five provinces, with Ontario and British Columbia registering the
largest declines. Newfoundland and Labrador posted the biggest gain.

In the industrial component, the value of permits declined 15.2% to $454 million in August, marking the second
consecutive monthly decline. Decreases were posted in five provinces, with Quebec and Alberta recording the
largest declines. Lower construction intentions for manufacturing plants and utility buildings were mainly responsible
for the decline in Quebec, while in Alberta, the decrease came primarily from utility buildings.

Chart 2
Residential and non-residential sectors
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Residential sector: Large decrease in construction intentions for multi-family dwellings

Building permits for multi-family dwellings decreased 28.6% in August to $1.8 billion, following a 42.8% increase in
July. Decreases were reported in six provinces, led by Ontario, with British Columbia a distant second. Alberta and
Saskatchewan registered the largest increases.

Construction intentions for single-family dwellings declined 2.4% to $2.3 billion in August, a second consecutive
monthly decrease. Lower construction intentions were posted in seven provinces, with Ontario and Alberta
accounting for much of the decline. In contrast, the largest gains occurred in Quebec, followed by British Columbia.

Nationally, municipalities approved the construction of 16,520 new dwellings in August, down 18.9% from July. The
decline was mostly attributable to lower construction intentions for multi-family dwellings, which fell 26.3%
to 10,320 dwellings. The number of single-family dwellings was also down, falling 2.7% to 6,200 units.

Provinces: Ontario and Quebec post the largest decreases

The total value of permits was down in six provinces in August, with the largest declines registered in Ontario and
Quebec and, to a lesser extent, British Columbia.

Ontario's decrease was mainly the result of lower construction intentions for multi-family dwellings as well as
institutional buildings. In Quebec, the decline was attributable to institutional buildings, while the decline in British
Columbia came mainly from multi-family dwellings as well as commercial and institutional buildings.

The largest increase occurred in Alberta, where a rise in the value of multi-family dwellings more than offset
decreases in single-family dwellings and non-residential buildings. In Newfoundland and Labrador, higher
construction intentions for commercial buildings accounted for the advance.

Lower construction intentions in most census metropolitan areas

In August, the total value of permits was down in 22 of the 34 census metropolitan areas.

The largest decreases were in Montréal and Toronto, followed by Vancouver. In Montréal, the decrease was
attributable to institutional buildings, whereas lower intentions for multi-family dwellings drove the decline in Toronto.
The drop in Vancouver originated from lower construction intentions for multi-family dwellings and non-residential
buildings.

Calgary saw the largest increase in August, followed by Oshawa and St. John's. In Calgary, multi-family dwellings
were behind the advance. Higher construction intentions for residential and commercial buildings were responsible
for the advance in Oshawa, while commercial buildings explained the gain in St. John's.
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Note to readers

Unless otherwise stated, this release presents seasonally adjusted data, which facilitates comparisons by removing the effects of
seasonal variations. For more information on seasonal adjustment, see Seasonally adjusted data – Frequently asked questions.

The Building Permits Survey covers 2,400 municipalities representing 95% of the population. The communities representing the other 5%
of the population are very small, and their levels of building activity have little impact on the total for the entire population.

Building permits data are used as a leading indicator of activity in the construction industry.

The value of planned construction activities shown in this release excludes engineering projects (for example, waterworks, sewers or
culverts) and land.

For the purpose of this release, the census metropolitan area of Ottawa–Gatineau (Ontario/Quebec) is divided into two areas: Gatineau
part and Ottawa part.

Revision

Data for the current reference month are subject to revision based on late responses. Data for the previous month have been revised.

Trend-cycle estimates have been added to the charts as a complement to the seasonally adjusted series. Both the seasonally adjusted
and the trend-cycle estimates are subject to revision as additional observations become available. These revisions could be large and
even lead to a reversal of movement, especially at the end of the series. The higher variability associated with the trend-cycle estimates is
indicated with a dotted line on the chart.

Table 1
Dwelling units, value of residential and non-residential building permits, Canada – Seasonally
adjusted
      August 2013   June 2014   July 2014r   August 2014p   July to August

2014

  August 2013 to
August 2014

    millions of dollars   % change

Total 6,493.2 8,197.3 9,146.1 6,652.2 -27.3 2.4
Residential 3,979.7 4,207.4 4,933.6 4,150.9 -15.9 4.3

Single1 2,216.0 2,434.5 2,402.1 2,343.6 -2.4 5.8
Multiple 1,763.7 1,772.9 2,531.5 1,807.3 -28.6 2.5

Non-residential 2,513.6 3,989.8 4,212.5 2,501.3 -40.6 -0.5
Industrial 546.3 758.3 535.7 454.4 -15.2 -16.8
Commercial 1,426.5 1,799.6 1,821.3 1,601.4 -12.1 12.3
Institutional 540.8 1,431.8 1,855.4 445.5 -76.0 -17.6

 
    number of units   % change

Total dwellings 17,841 16,896 20,377 16,520 -18.9 -7.4
Single1 6,171 6,502 6,375 6,200 -2.7 0.5
Multiple 11,670 10,394 14,002 10,320 -26.3 -11.6

r revised
p preliminary
1. Included in this category are the following types of dwellings: single-detached, mobile home and cottage.
Note(s):  Data may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/dai-quo/btd-add/btd-add-eng.htm
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Table 2
Value of building permits, by province and territory – Seasonally adjusted
      August 2013   June 2014   July 2014r   August 2014p   July to August

2014

  August 2013
to August 2014

    millions of dollars   % change

Canada 6,493.2 8,197.3 9,146.1 6,652.2 -27.3 2.4
Residential 3,979.7 4,207.4 4,933.6 4,150.9 -15.9 4.3
Non-residential 2,513.6 3,989.8 4,212.5 2,501.3 -40.6 -0.5

Newfoundland and Labrador 81.7 99.4 80.7 119.4 48.0 46.1
Residential 54.0 48.8 57.4 46.3 -19.4 -14.3
Non-residential 27.7 50.6 23.3 73.2 213.8 163.8

Prince Edward Island 14.3 16.9 11.6 16.1 39.1 12.6
Residential 11.5 9.0 8.9 8.2 -7.6 -28.7
Non-residential 2.8 7.9 2.7 7.9 193.3 183.4

Nova Scotia 93.6 119.6 102.0 91.8 -10.0 -1.9
Residential 63.5 95.5 69.7 47.5 -31.9 -25.2
Non-residential 30.2 24.2 32.3 44.4 37.3 47.1

New Brunswick 80.9 64.7 94.2 69.8 -25.9 -13.7
Residential 43.7 38.0 45.5 33.8 -25.8 -22.7
Non-residential 37.2 26.7 48.6 36.1 -25.9 -3.2

Quebec 1,105.6 2,133.6 2,065.8 1,079.1 -47.8 -2.4
Residential 667.3 709.1 683.7 706.3 3.3 5.8
Non-residential 438.2 1,424.6 1,382.1 372.8 -73.0 -14.9

Ontario 2,279.5 2,762.4 3,256.2 2,194.2 -32.6 -3.7
Residential 1,445.5 1,677.1 2,126.6 1,336.1 -37.2 -7.6
Non-residential 834.1 1,085.3 1,129.6 858.2 -24.0 2.9

Manitoba 302.7 210.1 417.4 221.9 -46.8 -26.7
Residential 140.6 119.0 118.6 130.2 9.8 -7.4
Non-residential 162.1 91.2 298.8 91.7 -69.3 -43.4

Saskatchewan 276.5 218.8 262.9 275.3 4.7 -0.4
Residential 165.6 125.6 136.2 192.5 41.4 16.3
Non-residential 110.9 93.2 126.8 82.8 -34.7 -25.3

Alberta 1,347.6 1,716.3 1,724.0 1,770.6 2.7 31.4
Residential 776.3 855.1 917.3 1,043.6 13.8 34.4
Non-residential 571.3 861.2 806.7 727.0 -9.9 27.3

British Columbia 899.4 840.3 1,109.8 799.8 -27.9 -11.1
Residential 604.1 519.6 755.3 598.9 -20.7 -0.9
Non-residential 295.2 320.7 354.5 200.9 -43.3 -32.0

Yukon 6.6 5.3 7.6 9.5 24.6 43.4
Residential 4.0 2.0 3.7 4.3 18.4 9.7
Non-residential 2.6 3.3 3.9 5.1 30.3 93.9

Northwest Territories 4.8 5.5 3.9 4.6 18.5 -5.4
Residential 3.7 4.8 2.6 3.2 23.0 -13.3
Non-residential 1.2 0.7 1.3 1.4 9.6 18.8

Nunavut 0.0 4.3 10.0 0.0 -99.7 ...
Residential 0.0 4.0 8.2 0.0 -99.6 ...
Non-residential 0.0 0.4 1.8 0.0 -100.0 ...

… not applicable
r revised
p preliminary
Note(s):  Data may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.
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Table 3
Value of building permits, by census metropolitan area – Seasonally adjusted1

      August 2013   June 2014   July 2014r   August
2014p

  July to
August 2014

  August 2013
to August

2014

    millions of dollars   % change

Total, census metropolitan areas 4,996.9 6,472.0 7,235.6 5,040.8 -30.3 0.9
St. John's 49.7 70.4 54.5 90.5 65.9 82.3
Halifax 47.2 80.3 46.8 44.9 -4.0 -4.9
Moncton 16.8 25.4 29.8 14.0 -53.1 -16.8
Saint John 10.2 10.2 10.6 8.8 -17.2 -13.8
Saguenay 22.0 38.1 15.5 21.7 40.7 -1.2
Québec 149.0 123.1 153.2 119.4 -22.0 -19.8
Sherbrooke 24.0 38.3 35.3 23.3 -34.0 -2.8
Trois-Rivières 22.3 28.8 26.6 35.9 35.1 61.0
Montréal 531.9 1,449.8 1,407.7 540.1 -61.6 1.5
Ottawa–Gatineau, Ontario/Quebec 178.0 284.4 325.1 281.6 -13.4 58.2

Gatineau part 47.4 40.1 62.2 46.9 -24.5 -1.1
Ottawa part 130.6 244.2 262.9 234.7 -10.7 79.8

Kingston 41.5 19.0 20.2 12.4 -38.7 -70.2
Peterborough 13.7 14.4 41.2 22.4 -45.7 63.4
Oshawa 57.3 75.5 80.9 117.9 45.7 105.7
Toronto 1,276.1 1,273.9 1,645.3 929.2 -43.5 -27.2
Hamilton 94.2 99.6 205.6 104.2 -49.3 10.7
St. Catharines–Niagara 59.4 59.4 68.4 41.7 -39.0 -29.7
Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo 62.1 297.0 222.7 85.6 -61.6 37.9
Brantford 9.8 7.8 10.7 12.7 18.4 30.2
Guelph 34.4 50.6 33.7 46.7 38.7 35.6
London 70.3 98.0 85.2 93.4 9.6 32.9
Windsor 40.4 39.0 37.6 37.5 -0.3 -7.2
Barrie 49.6 41.4 56.2 57.6 2.4 16.3
Greater Sudbury 21.1 34.7 32.7 23.3 -28.7 10.9
Thunder Bay 12.5 12.4 12.8 10.6 -17.0 -14.9
Winnipeg 239.6 122.8 214.6 155.2 -27.7 -35.2
Regina 86.3 47.3 79.2 84.5 6.7 -2.1
Saskatoon 141.3 88.7 106.3 88.9 -16.4 -37.1
Calgary 556.6 811.1 732.4 803.3 9.7 44.3
Edmonton 365.1 540.9 616.1 535.4 -13.1 46.6
Kelowna 69.6 35.4 31.7 43.7 38.0 -37.2
Abbotsford–Mission 12.2 20.5 23.5 16.4 -30.3 33.8
Vancouver 581.5 491.3 720.5 483.5 -32.9 -16.9
Victoria 51.4 42.5 52.9 54.6 3.1 6.2

r revised
p preliminary
1. Go online to view the census subdivisions that comprise the census metropolitan areas.
Note(s):  Data may not add up to totals as a result of rounding.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/subjects-sujets/standard-norme/daily-quotidien/5000074-eng.htm
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Available in CANSIM: tables 026-0001 to 026-0008 and 026-0010.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2802.

The August 2014 issue of Building Permits (64-001-X) will soon be available.

The September building permits data will be released on November 6.

For more information, contact us (toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca).

To enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact Jérémie Bennett
(613-951-0793), Investment, Science and Technology Division.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=026-0001..026-0008&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=026-0010&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/2802-eng.htm
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/bsolc/olc-cel/olc-cel?catno=64-001-X&lang=eng
mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca
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Farm Input Price Index, second quarter 2014
The Farm Input Price Index was up 2.8% in the second quarter from the previous quarter.

Animal production (+7.8%) contributed the most to the increase of the index.

The index rose in eight provinces in the second quarter, with Alberta (+4.4%) contributing the most to the national
increase.

Nationally, farm input prices rose 6.7% between the second quarter of 2013 and the second quarter of 2014.

Animal production (+12.5%) contributed the most to the year-over-year price movement.

Compared with the second quarter of 2013, the index was up in every province. Alberta (+10.8%) contributed the
most to the increase.

Note to readers

For more information about the methodology, go to the "Definitions, data sources and methods" section by clicking survey number 2305,
which appears below.

Table 1
Farm Input Price Index, by component, Canada – Not seasonally adjusted
      Relative

importance1

  Second
quarter 2013r

  First quarter
2014r

  Second
quarter 2014p

  First quarter to
second quarter

2014

  Second
quarter 2013 to
second quarter

2014

    %   (2002=100)   % change

Farm input total 100.00 147.0 152.6 156.9 2.8 6.7
Buildings 9.36 139.0 143.9 141.1 -1.9 1.5
Machinery and motor vehicles 19.27 149.3 160.5 161.1 0.4 7.9
General business costs 15.33 155.4 157.5 158.9 0.9 2.3
Crop production 23.17 163.7 166.4 169.3 1.7 3.4
Animal production 32.88 132.8 138.6 149.4 7.8 12.5

r revised
p preliminary
1. The relative importance is based on the average values of production from 2002 to 2005.
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Table 2
Farm Input Price Index, total, by region – Not seasonally adjusted
      Relative

importance1

  Second
quarter 2013r

  First quarter
2014r

  Second
quarter 2014p

  First quarter to
second quarter

2014

  Second
quarter 2013 to
second quarter

2014

    %   (2002=100)   % change

Canada 100.00 147.0 152.6 156.9 2.8 6.7
Eastern Canada 44.21 143.0 146.6 150.2 2.5 5.0

Newfoundland and Labrador 0.23 146.4 151.9 152.3 0.3 4.0
Prince Edward Island 0.99 137.7 140.5 140.1 -0.3 1.7
Nova Scotia 1.15 141.6 146.5 146.6 0.1 3.5
New Brunswick 1.13 143.1 147.3 146.8 -0.3 2.6
Quebec 16.24 140.3 142.6 147.8 3.6 5.3
Ontario 24.47 145.0 149.4 152.6 2.1 5.2

Western Canada 55.79 150.2 157.3 162.1 3.1 7.9
Manitoba 9.96 149.5 153.3 158.7 3.5 6.2
Saskatchewan 16.14 161.9 169.3 171.9 1.5 6.2
Alberta 23.62 145.2 154.1 160.9 4.4 10.8
British Columbia 6.06 139.8 143.9 145.5 1.1 4.1

r revised
p preliminary
1. The relative importance is based on the average values of production from 2002 to 2005.

Available in CANSIM: table 328-0015.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 2305.

The Farm Input Price Index for the third quarter will be released on January 6, 2015.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; infostats@statcan.gc.ca) or Media Relations (613-951-4636;
mediahotline@statcan.gc.ca).

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=328-0015&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/2305-eng.htm
mailto:infostats@statcan.gc.ca
mailto:mediahotline@statcan.gc.ca
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New products and studies

There are no new products today.
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