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Business sctivity in Lugust

The business notivity recorded a slight advanoce in August over the preceding month.
The standing of thc index on the bose 1935=19392100 was 135 in July ond aoccording to pre-
liminary information o further goin was shown in Jugust. aveilable faotors 1ndioatinb
tho trend of mineral production rcoorded o lower position in .ugust thon in July. The
relcnse of tobacoo rose rothor shorply in the month under reviews Cigarette relecses
were 852 nillion ageinst 844 million, while the index of cigor relonses wos nearly
neintained ot 13044 ageinst 132.1 in July. The rclease of raw leef tobaceo was 223,000
pounds croinst 266,000 pounds.

The indox of inspected slaughterings receded from 140.4 to 119, Leclines wore
shown in caoh of the throe mein olasses of livestock. Butter end checese production
recorded minor inoreases after seasoncl cdjustmont. Tho consumption of cotton Ly the
textile industry was ot o lower position in iugust then in July but 2 consideradle gain
wes shown over august, 1941. Nowsprint production was 253,000 tons aguinst 241, OOO.
The new businoss obtained by tho construction industry wcs nearly nmointnined et 3148
million agninst $32.1 nillione Trobably cffeoted by the ocourrence of five Sundays
in august, frcight traffic was at o lower position, loadings smounting %o 282,216
ocars agnoinst 293,769.

Business Indiocators for Aupust comparcd with July lost and the seme month of 1941
august 1942  July 1942 hugust 1941

Fhysical Volume of Business esees 1935-1039m100 * 13540 141.5
Cost of living eecesssenseansnsaed 1935-1939=100 ARREA TS 117.9 113.7
Faotory Cheese Production sesseses pounds 28,076,322 30,843,521 23,949,120
Crecmery Butter Production «e<ve.. pounds 36,164,745 40,229,926 35,528,807
Newsprint Produetion eesecsecesse tons 253,239 241,178 293,054
Contraots Awarded sesesss.. g st 3 31,771,200 32,093,400 36,123,900
Carlondings eecessssscssccscescsae NoOW 282,216 293,769 278,646
Row Cotton Consumption sescssesee 1be TS558, 238 A750T2.6586 14,545,435
Slaughterings

Cottle and CalVes seecescscsss NOe 121,827 143,731 146,962

Sheep and Lambs eseessse B 5 FC 5 o 68,478 56,996 86,020

HOZS sesscscecoorcnnsacas Seget-abiors 352,286 411,745 367,270
Cizarettes RelecSCE essseseancssss NOW 852,492,930 843,604,787 816,691,352
Cigars Rolensed eseeessesascscsce NOe SEpoiTe 9207 1 INIGEL SOl , i 14,914,441

+« Tho index of the physiccl volume of business according to preliminary caleculations
showed a slight inorease over the preceding month.

Financing of Motor Vehiole Sales in august

Flnrnclng of motor vehicle sales during sugust totalled €,610 units finaneed for
an anount of $2,149,656, being down 54 per cent in number and 68 per oent in dollar
volume from the 14,467 now and used vehicles financed to the extent of $6,680,439
in .ugust, 1941s Cumulative totals for the first eight months of this year showed
50,215 vohicles fincnced for 419,313,656 as compared with 143,799 for $67,784,383 in
the corresponding period of 1941, doclines cmounting to 65 per cent in number and 72
per cont in amount of financing.

There were 328 new vehicles finenced for an amount of $281,630 in sugust, volume
falling to little more than 10 per occnt of thet for iugust o year ago when 2,790 new
vehicles were financed for 2,428,879 In hoth number and volume, new vehiole
financing during the first e¢ight months of this year was only 20 »ver cent of the
amount recorded in the same poriocd of last year,

In the used vehicle field, deolines below august 1941 amountsd to 46 per cent in
pumber and 56 por ccnt in smount of financing, the 6,282 vehicles financed for $1,868,026
in the month under rcvicw comparing with 11,677 units finnnoed for 2 totnl of ©4,251,560
in tugust lest year. Totals for the first eight months revecled decreases of 61 per cent
in number and 66 por cent in amount below the similer period of 1941,



Visible Supply of Whoot

—

The visible supply of Conadian wheat on Scptember 18 aggregated 406,319,198 bushels
comparcod with 399,769,606 on September 11 and 472,866,892 on the corresponding dote last
yoars Stocks in olevators and in transit in Canoda on tho latest doto totolled 388,390,204
bushols: the balance of the visible stocks of 19,928,994 being in storage in the United
States .

Primary Marketings of Viheat

Theat rcceipts in the Frairie Provinoes during the week ending September 18
anounted to 10,620,246 bushcls compared with 4,847,368 in the previous week and
8,176,398 in the corresponding week last year. By provinses the receipts were as
follows, figures in brackcts being those for 1941: Manitoba, 2,309,561 (1,071,540)
bushels; Saskatchowan, 6,928,526 (5,530,119); ialberta, 1,382,159 (1,574,739).

Marketings cduring the seven wecks ended September 18 aggrogated 19,099,971
bushuls compared with 39,419,429 in the corresponding period of the previous orop year.
Totals follow by provinces: Monitoba, 4,669,868 (7,494,162) bushels; Saskatchewan,
10,538,101 (23.214,882); ilberta, 3,892,002 (8,710,385).

Farm Family Living Costs

-t

The Dominion Bureeau of Stotistios index number of farm family living costs on the
bage 1935~1939=100 advenced 1.3 por cont between August and April, 1942, or from 118.4
to 1199, The vastern repional index rose lel per cunt and the westorn sories rose
1,5 per conte The Canudicn wholesale price index of farm products inorensed 2.1 per
cent during thu same period.

The incrcases in the general index for the Dominion and for both eastern and
wostorn rogionnl indexes were duo to advances in the food, clothing and household
equirment groups, Indoxes for health mointennnce and the miscellancous groups re-
mainod unchangod, The fuel index did not change for western Canada but dropped 0.2
per cent for casiern Canada and Q.1 per cent for Canande as o whole.

Wiages poid to mole hired help on farms in Connda ot August 15 this yeer were
sharply higher than those paid at the same date in 1941. For the Dominion as a wholse
the aveorage wages paid for help hired by the day was $2450 when the employer provided
the board as compared with 2,06 in 1941, Rates were highost in British Columbia at
w2695 por doy and were above everage levels in Ontario and the threo Prairie Provinces.

When tho men woere hired by the month the average woge rate with board was $46.82
on August 15 as comparcd with ¢35.64 a yoar previously. When the workers provided their
own board the averagc rate for men hired by the day was $3.15 compared with 3254 a
yeer ago and men hired Ly the month on the same basis were receiving $64.94 compared
with $51¢01ls Many of the correspondents roporting to the Bureau emphasize the absolute
shortage of farm labcourcrs rogardless of wage rates.

Stocks of United Stetes Grain in Canade

The stocks of United States grain in Canade on September 16 inoluded the following,
with comparable figuros for 1941 in brackets: corn, 5,671,080 (3,347,094) bushels;
wheat, 85,772 (684,363); rye, 23,548 (23,57¢); soyn beans, 8,933 (nil); octs, nil
(36,909).

Lo uppeie, oftheuy slony, Bail Niedds

The Dominion Burecu of Statisties index number of Dominion of Canzda long-term
bond yields, on the base 1935-1939=100, moved from 9847 for July to 99.0 for August.
This compared with 101.2 for the corresponding month of 1941, and 10443 for hAugust,
1940,



Tolo and Soapstore Industry

The value of crude and refined tale cnd soapstone sold by Canadian producers of
these minerals in 1941 totalled (360,809 compared with o corresponding value of $229,639
in 1940. Mino shipments of soapstone in 1941 valued at {155,925 came entirely from the
eastorn townships of the provinece of Quebece Production of high grnde talc is confined
chiefly to the province of Ontario and in 1941 shipments totalling 18,171 short tons
valued ot $204,0804 were mnde from propertios looated neer Modoc, Hastings County, and
from a deposit in Clerendon Township, Frontemac County.

World procduction of tale, including cut soapstone, stentite, and pyrophyllite, e
minoral resembling tale and used for many similar industrial purposes, amounts to about
500,000 tons o year. The Unitod States produces more than 50 per cent of the total, its
cutput in 1940 being 281,000 short tons. Prior to the war it was followsd by Manchuria,
with an output of about 100,000 tons a years. France and Italy each produce about 50,000

tons, Norway 25,000 and British India 20,000s World consumption of tnle has inoreased
more than 40 per cent in the past decede.

Production of Concentrated Milk in august

The menufacture of conecentrated milk and by-products in sugust totelled 28,355,110
pounds, a decrccse of 1,044,633 pounds or four per cent from the previous month's total,
but an increase over fugust last year of 3,775,815 pounds or 15 per oente The whole
milk products accounted for 23,793,961 pounds and the by-products for 4,561,149 pounds.
During the eight months ended August the combined productlion of all iteme aggregated
186,971,245 pounds compared with 173,733,340 in the corresponding period of 1941.

Reports Issued During tho Week

le Canndien Grain Statistics (10 cents)e

2o Production of Concontratcd Milk, iugust (10 cents)e
3s The Talc and Soapstone Industry, 1941 (15 cents).

4o Farn Wages in Cenada, August 15, 1942 (10 ocents).

5¢ Excelsior Industry, 1941 (10 oents)e

6o Farm Family Living Costs, august, 1942 (10 cents).
7+ Frices and Price Indexes, August (10 oents).

8e Monthly Financing of Motor Vehiole Sales, iugust (10 cents ).
9¢ Car Londings on Canndian Railways (10 ocents).
10+ New Brunswick, ige Groups, 1941 Census (10 cents)s
1le. Railwny Kevenue Freight Loedings, fLugust (10 oents).
12, Monthly Treffic Report of Reilways, June (10 cents).
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