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‘ LiBRARY,
Business idvence in February - .

Five of the six major factors indicating the trend of economic conditions recorded
improvement over the precceding month. The signifiocant development wes the advance in
productive operctions as measured by the index of the physicul volume of business. The
index advarced into a new high position in continuance of the upward movement recorded
gince the outbreok of hostilities. The acceleration of operations in plants engeged in
wor production wes the mein influence in raising the index.

Manufacturing production recorded further advences in February, duz allowance
being made for seasonal factors. Tho release of tobacco rose considerably in February
over the first month of the year. Cilgarettes made available were 961 millicn cgainst
872 million in Jonuary. fdvances were alsc shown in cigars and raw leuf. The meat
packing industry was considerably more active in February, the index of slaughterings
rising from 119 to 142, The gain in cattle was from 72,000 to 95,000. The index of
dairy output was at a somewhat lower level, dropping from 138.5 to 132.8. The index
of orcamery butter production wes slightly higher while further decline was shown in
the output of factory cheese.

The index of the manufccture of animal products rose from 133.6 to 164.4s Re-
covery was shown in the amount of raw cotton used by the textile industry, the total
rising from l4.4 million pounds to 16.1 million. &r index irdicating activity in the
non-forrous metael group rose from 254 in Joenuary to 273 in the month under reviow.

The construction industry was more successful in obtaining new businoss in February.
The contrccts awarded amounted to $19.0 million against practically $12 million in
January. The corresponding amount for February laost year was $1lel millione

Bank debits or the amount of cheques cashed at branches in the thirty-three clear-
ing centres were greator in February than in the same month of any other year sinoe
statistics were first collectcd in 1924, The amount was $3,712 million compared with
$2,893 million in February last year. The amount cashed in January was $3,899.6 million,
the stonding in Februcry being normally et a considerably lower lecvel than in the first
month of the yeer. Chequas ceshed ogainst current and government acoounts amounted to
$3,585 million in February, while the amount cashed against savings or notice acoounts
was limited to 5126.7 million.

Business Indicators for February comparcd with January and the
same month of 1942

February Februery January
1943 1942 1543

Physical Volume of Business seeseece 1935-39=100 ¥ 192.9 22743
Cost Of LiviIng ceeoceessssccessssseee 19352352100 116.9 115.7 117,11
Factory Cheese Production esveess... pounds 155319, 7187 3,943,093 2,008,346
Creamery Butter Production see¢sesses pounds IR IOk | 9,528,810 13,101,344
Contraots iwarded eseecescescersscns $ 19,019,000 11,052,200 11,984,300
Row Cotton Consumption sseeeescecces 1b. 16,126,534 14,702,248 14,374,572
Slaughterings

Cattle end Calves ..cccocesesses DO 95,274 103,201 Tely 288

Sheep and Lambs eecsessccecsscee NOW 44,209 39,041 44,575

HOEE coceacososscssoncsessnceanes NOw 514, 906 493,908 515309
Clgorottes rolensed sesessesssvasess BOs 961,133,561 775,737,380 872,108,674
Clgars releasod eecesssserssoresanss NOW 16,733,647 14,688,370 15,187,912
O OREREEE oo s ihe o o bngind g0 5 o s AL LINBO 3,711,843 2,892,864 35899,628

* The index of tho physical volume of business according to preliminary calculations
showed an incroase over the preceding monthe.
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Visible Supply of Wheat

Stocks of Canedian wheat in store or in transit in North America on March 18 totalled
439,600,907 bushels, including 429,993,978 bushels in Canadian positions and 9,606,729
ir United States positionss On the corresponding date last year the visible supply of
wheat amounted to 467,136,389 bushels.



Farmers' Marketings of Whoot

During the week cnding March 18 farmers in western Ceanada marketed 2,190,483 bushels
of wheat, including 41,629 bushels of Durum. In the previous week marketings totelled
2,119,810 buwshels. During the elapsed portion of the crop year 172,852,956 bushels were
delivered from thc forms as comparcd with 172,111,263 in the corresponding poriod of the
previous crop year.

Retail Morchandise Trade in 1541

Preliminary results of tho census of merchandising and scrvice establishments show
that retcil merchandise scles in Canada totelled $3,311,143,800 in 1941 as compared with
$2,755,569,000 in 1930, an increcse of 2042 per ocnte The proportion of total retafil
trede transcoted by chains increcsed dbut slightly between 1930 end 1941, There were
8,009 units of ohains in 1941 with (648,605,600 sales or 19.6 per oent of the total
busliness of all stores compered with 18.3 per cent in 1930. Scles of independent stores
amounted to ,2,622,538,000, represonting 80.4 per cent of the totel sales oompared with
8.7 per ocnt in 1930 The totcl number of stores included in the ocensus of 1941 was
131,474 compared with 125,003 in 1930,

Inoluded in the food group of storss for 1941 ware 18,166 grocery stores with sales
of §253,582,900, an increcse of & per ocnt above the 1930 figurece There was a marked
inocrecase of B84 per cent in the value of business of storos solling both groceries and
fresh meat and classified as combinotion stores. There were 6,155 such stores with
$297,261,300 sales in 1941 compared with 5,162 stores and 161,704,100 salos ir 1930.
Stores specielizing ohiefly in moct products only and classificd as meat markets deo-
clined in number from 5,017 in 1930 to 4,221 in 1941, Sales for this category declined
by 6 per cent from 78,292,200 in 1930 to $73,525,000 in the year under réviewe Com-
bined figures for groocry stores, combination stores and meat markets showed an inorease
of 29 per oent.

Department stores, varicty stores and stores other than country general stores
which carry a genercl line of merchandise totalled 3,892 in 1941 with sales amounting to
©524,192,600, an increase of 1l per ccnt over the volume of business transacted by 3,534
stores in 1930. Depcrtment stores together with mail-order houses or offices transaoted
business valued at $379,751,300 in 1941, up 7 per cent over the volume of business for
these types in 1930.

There were 15,903 estublishmonts enganged in some phase of the automotive trade and,
there fore, assigned to the automotive group of stores. These firms had secles of $566,-
115,800 in 1941, up 49 ncr cent over the business tronsacted by 13,016 establishments in
1930. Included in the totals for 1941 were 2,626 motor vehicle dealers with sales of
$356,840,400, an increase of 40 pcr cent over thc corresponding figure for 1930. There
were 9,581 filling stations in Canada with sales of 148,914,800, up 124 per cent over
the business transacted by 5,503 filling stations in the earlier census periods There
wore als6 2,758 establishmonts classified as garages in 1941 with scles of $40,044,200,
down 16 per oent from the carlier year,

The cpparel group of stores included 12,166 establishments with sales of ;280,612,-
000, up 28 pcr cent over the business transacted by 10,474 stores in 15930, This group
is divided into four main sub-divisions. Stores specializing in men's clothing end
furnishings geined 8 per oent in sacles bestwecen 1930 end 1941, women's specialty shops
were up 34 per cent while stores carrying both men's end women's wear and classificd as
family clothing stores increased their business by 56 pcr cent. The apparel group also
inoluded 1,662 spocialty shoe shops with sales of 343,407,600 in 1941, a gain of 21 per
cent over the volume of business transacted by this type of store in 1930,

There were 5,742 esteblishments assigned to the building materials group with
$166,398,200 scles in 1941, up one per cent over the volume of business for this group
in the earlicr census. Hardware stores form the most important classification within
this groupe There were 2,935 hardware stores with sales of £70,492,600, a decline of
one per cent below the volume of business transacted by 3,001 hardware stores in 1930,
There were also 1,541 establishments classified as lumber and building material dealers
and these had scales of $71,407,400 in 1941, a gain of & per cent over 1930. Theose
figures relate only to retail places of busincss, where manufacturing activitios are
not carried one They do not include saw mills, planing mills or other establishments
cambining the snle of lumber and building moterials with manufacturing operationss
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Firms or storss doaling chiefly in furniture, household applicnoces, musiccl instrue
ments or other houschold requircmonts and included in the furniturc-housohold-applianco-
radio group numbered 3,339 in 1941 with 114,118,600 scles, up 14 per cent over the volume
of businoss transcoted by 3,079 firms in 1930 Included in the total figures for 1941
were 1,247 furniture stores with 61,063,500 sales, up 49 per ocent over the earlisr census
year. On the other hond, stores speciclizing in household appliances, radios, musiecal
instruments or a combination of these commoditics declined in valuo of business.

i marked gain was recorded in the restaurant groupe. Thore were 8,547 establishmonts
classified as rostourants in 1941 with sales of $122,628,300, up 61 per cent over the
475,977,100 sales reported by 5,609 restaurants in 1930 There were 3,905 drug stores
in 1941 with scleos of $£98,090,400, up 28 per cent over the business transacted by the
5,559 storos in 1930 Rctail conl and wood yards, including netural ice dealers
numbered 2,663 in 1941 with sales of (89,686,500, down one per cent from thc volume of
business transacted by this type of establishment in the preceding census year. There
wore 1,668 jewellery stores in 1941 with sales of (37,842,300 or 42 per cent more than
the volume of business for this trade in 1930. Stores doaling chiefly in tobacoo pro-
ducts and olessificd as tobacco stores or stonds numbered 4,486 in 1941 with sales of
w4%4,552,800, up 45 por cent over the business transacted by 2,420 such stores in 1930.
Sales of government liquor stores increased by 19 por cent from 130,821,100 in 1930 to

$119,590, 200 in 1941.

Explanation and Description of the Dominion
Bureau of Stetistics Cost of Living Index

The Dominion Burcau of Statistics cost-of-living index mesasures the influence of
changes in retail prices of commodities and services upon the cost of a rceprescntative
urhan wage-earner family budgct. The index is specified by Order~in-Council PeC. 5963
ns tho basis for cost=of-living bonus adjustments authorized under the terms of this

ordore

It should be clearly understood that the index is e measurement of price ohonge.
Many peoplo use the term "living costs" to indicete the total cost of things they buye
Used in this sense, "living costs" may include different things from month to month and
year to year, and likewlse cdifferent amounts and qualities of the same thingse 4 coste-
of=living index based upon this idea would simply roflect the value of total purchases
made by everyones In normel times it would move closely in line with estimates of
national income. The Bureau's index is based upon a quite different iden. It measures
changes in the cost of a family budget which includes the same amounts of the same
commodites and services for considerable periods of time; it is revised only to taka
account of importent "long-run" changes in consumption. It is, therefore, ossentially
an index which mcasures ohinges in prices.

Each index is e percentage which shows the rslationship between the dcllar value
of the Index budget for a specified period, and the corresponding dollar velue of the
same budget in a roference periocds The Bureau's standard reference neriod includes the
five years, 1935 to 1939 The valuo of the same budget in August, 1939, was 10048 per
cent of the reference budget, and the corresponding value for December, 1942, was 11848
per cents Thsse figures become the cost-of-1living index numbers for fugust 1939 and
December, 1942.

Boceuse Lugust, 1939, the last pre-war month, provides the basis for cost-of-living
bonus ndjustments, it is frequently used as a reference poriod. The procedure in this
case is essenticlly the same as that desoribed aboves The value of the indox budget in
sugust 1939 is oonsidered as 100,0, and budget values for other months are computed es
peroentages of the Jugust 1939 value. The Decerber 1942 index then becomes 11769,

Indexes related to the Lugust 1939 budget value have become widely known as the "adjusted"
indexes. They may be computed by dividing the original .ugust 1939 inmdex of 10048 into
the comparable index for any other period, e.g., the Deccember, 1942, index of 118.8
divided by 100.8 gives 117.9.

Frodugtion of Loading Minerals

The output of Canada's leading mineral products during Januery was as follows,
figures for the corresponding month last year being in brackets: cement, 264,135
(283,395) barrels; cley produects, 3$372,110 ({346,526); conl, 1,542,236 (1,919,264) tons;
feldspar, 1,292 (1,606) tons; gold, 334,510 (405,664) finc >unces; gypsum, 27,439
(76,403) tons; lime, 70,754 (72,913) tons; natural gas, 5,476,011,000 (5,182,854,000)
oubic feet; petroleum, 860,790 (875,659) barrcls; cormerciel salt, 23,613 (19,874) tons;
silver, 1,605,991 (1,538,259) fine ounces.
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Froduetion of Gold in January

The Cunaciun production of gold in Jenuary was recorded at 334,510 fino ounces,
the lowest monthly output for some yoarse In the provious month the outrut amounted
to 359,903 finc ounces and in January lest year, 405,664 fine ounces. , The value of
the January production was 12,878,635 comparcd with 413,856,266 in Decermbor ond
¥15,618,064 in the corresponding month last year.

The Januery output by arcas was as follows, figures for January 1942 being in
brackets: Ontario, 200,960 (223,912) fine ounces; Quebec, 75,594 (99,825); British
Columbia, 23,802 (46,375); Manitoba, 26,215 (23,298); Yukon, 119 (15); Northwost
Territories, 6,295 (8,025) Nove Scotia, 525 (2,538) fine ounces.

Finanoing of dotor Vehicle Sales in February

New and used motor vehioles financed in Canadc during February totalled 1,935
units with a financed value of (672,762, down 61 per cent in amount and 63 per ocent
in finonced volue below the 4,931 vehiocles financed to the extent of 2,152,889 in
February, 1942. Thore were only 49 new vehicles inoluded in the total end their
fineneing involved {40,215,

Finaneing of scles of used motor vehioles declined 52 per cent in both number and
¢ollar volume, the 1,886 units finonced for $632,547 in the month under roview come
paring with 3,959 vehicles finaneed for 1,306,529 in February a year ago. Regional
rcsults show the following percentage decliness British Cclumbic, 31; Ontario, 48;
islbortn, 51; Quebec, €63; Maritime Provinees, 68; and Manitoba and Saskatchewan oome
bined, 75.

Population of 'Greater Toronto!

After en examination of the census records for the Township of North York, it has
boen décided that the population of that township should be included in 'Greator Toronto'.
is the result of this decision, the population of !'Groater Toronto! in 1941 stands at
900,491 os compared with 810,467 in 1931. Thus, the population of Conada's seoond
largest city with its suburbs, has inoreased by slightly more than 90,000 during the
intcr-consal periode The population of North York Township is placed at 22,908 in 1941
compared with 13,210 in 1931.

Output of Central Eleotric Stations in February

Central electric stetions produced 2,951,397,000 kilowatt hours in February as
compared with 2,864,4383,000 in the corresponding month last year. On e daily basis the
output in February this year was exocceded only by that of November 1941 and 1942,

Primary power produced for use in Canada amounted to 2,638,499,000 kilowatt hours
compared with 2,480,002,000 in the seme month last year. The daily rate was second only
to December 1942, and the adjusted index number on the base 1935-39=100 reached a new high
at 193,7. This comparcs with the previous high of 192.0 established in December, 1942.

Consumption of secondary power dropped from 208,220,000 kilowatt hours in February

1942 to 126,124,000. Exports to the United States amounted to 186,774,000 kilowatt
hours compared with 176,136,000,

Cecment Products Industry

Procuotion of manufectured ocement products in Canada during 1241 was valued at
$6,070,677 compared with ¥5,303,560 in 1940, an inorease of 14.4 per cente. Produots
included ready-mixed conorete worth $1,834,129, cement pipe of all kinds at £781,661,
hollow building blocks of ccment at $857,440, cinder blocks at £367,511, artificial
stone at 148,413, cement bricks at $187,874, and other items such as haydite bloocks
and slabs, laundry tubs, burial vaults, otec. Data presented cover manufecturing only
and do not include figures for the coment work done on the building of bridges, dams,
foundations, ctce



Achesives Industry in 1941

The total value of prcducts mande by monufacturing plants engaged chiecfly In the
production of glue, mucilage, paste or speoial cements in 1541 was $3,675,631 as oom~
pared with (2,789,389 in 1940, an inorcase of 318 por oonte The quantity of bone and
hide glue producéd was 3,122 tons worth 91,105,247 ngainst 2,982 tons at (946,840 in
1940, Output of other glues advanoced to 1,298,389 from 836,940, and the value of
mucilege and paste decrecsed to +238,018 from 369,837,

Coanndian Glass Incustry

Gless menufacturing esteblishments in Conada reported a sharply inoreased output
in 1941, the total veluo being 21,100,323 as compared with 514,417,663 in 1940, an
inorease of 46 pcr cent. Employment was provided for 4,649 persons with a salary and
wage bill amounting to $6,062,919 as comparecd with 3,685 employoes and salaries and
wages totalling 4,454,816 in 1940. There werc 80 plants in operation in 1941, 74 of
which were included in the cutting, bevelling end orncmental section of the industry
and six in the prossed, blown and drown section,

Reports Issued During thse Weck

1, Prices and Frice Indexes, February (10 cunts).

2. The Comont Products Industry, 1941 (15 cents).

3. The .dhesives Industry, 1941 (15 cents).

4. The Glass Industry in Canada, 1941 (15 cents).

5. Contral Eleotric Stations, February (10 cents).

6o Sohool ittendance and Years of Schooling, Onterio, 1941 (10 oents)e
7. The Broom, Brush & Mop Industry, 1941 (15 oents)e

8~ The Bed, Srring and Mattress Industry, 1941 (15 cents).

9. Gold Production, January (10 cents).

10. Finanoing of Yotor Vehicle Sales, January (10 cents).

11. Conada's Leading Mineral Products, January (10 ocents).
12, Canadian Grain Statistics (10 cents).

13, Retail Merchandise Trade in Canada, 1941 (10 cents).

14. Population of Ontario, Immigration and Citizehship, 1941 (10 cents).
15. Grain Situation in Argentina (10 cents).

16. Car Londings on Canadicn Railways (10 conts)e
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