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Business sdvanoe in February

The production of munitions and war supplies rocorded furthcr acoclerction in Fobruary.
liony of the procuction comronents of the index of tho physical volumo of busincss moved up
sharply over the first month of tho yoar. The roocssion in cistribution was more than
ocountorbaleneed by shiirp advances in manufacturing, mining and construotion.

The index of the nphysical volume of business bascd on mininz, manufucturing, construce
tion and olzctrie nower, rosc from 225.8 in Janucry to 22743 in the month under revicw,
The stonding wos oconsoquently at o new high point in historye. Tho index of industricl
produetior. covering mining, menufacturing, econstruotion and eleetrie powor rcoorded o
for greater oxpansion than the genoral index. The advanee was from 254.6 in the first
month of the your to 267.8 in February. .in index of mincral procustion rose from 225 to
236, £ merked zoin was stnown in ocoal production, after socsonel adjustment, and the
index of gold reocipts st the Mint rose from 94,5 to 58.€,

The activity in manufacturing plants, espeoially tho scetion c¢ngaged on war pro-
cuoction, showecd o mirkeg galr in Fobruarye Tho index moved up ncarlr 12 noints to 280.03.
Gains wero rocordod in inspcoted slaughtorings, the outrut of orecomory butter, tobecoo
relcosus, forestry =nd iron and stoel,

The ncw business obtuired by the oonstruction industry was considerably lurger in

Fobruary than in tho nrccocding monthe The index advanced from 95 to 141, Markoed gsins
werc shown both in contractes awarded and in bullding permitse The index of the output -

| of cloctric nower rccecded from 14245 to 1418+ Dosvito the gain in railway transportae
tion, the indox of distribution dropped 23 points to 143.3. Livestock marketings were
ut a higher level than in the first month of the ysare an index of ecold storage holdings
.8 of March 1, wes 114,3 cgainst 1179 one month beforc. The index wes hased on average
conditions curing 1935 to 1939.

Economio ..ctivity in Fobruapy eomparcd with the preeoding month
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Economic fotivity in February compared with the rreceding month
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"% Precoding 1lonth.

February Cost of Living Index

The Dominion Bureau of Statistios cost of living index advanced from 11649 on
February 1 to 117.2 on Maroh 1. This index has shown a wartime inorease of 1G¢3 per
cents The February food index mounted from 12647 to 127.7, while other group indexes
remained unchanged as follows: rents 111.3, fuel and light 112.7, clothing 120.1,
home furnishings and sorvices 117.8, and miscellaneous items 107.5. Beef prices were
firmer, and potatoes nnd oranges also advanced. A further small seasonal deoline
oocourred in egr-bricos between February 1 and March 1.

Increased Froduotion of Vipod-Fuel Urged

Increased production of wood=fuel during the coming months is urgently required if
the hardship felt in many localities in Canade during the pest winter is not to become
even worse next wintere The plcture is that unless heavier produotion is realized,
Cananda will face a wood-fuel shortage so serious that many Canadian homes might be 4in-
adeguately heated next winter.

Despite appeals made last year for an increased production of cord wood, insuffi-
cient was cut to last out the winter. is a consegence, some sections of the country
suffered. Placing an additional burden on available wood supplies, stooks of ooal
became depleted in certain locealities.

Recognizing the seriousnpes of the situation, the Depertment of Munitions and
Sunply has announced a five-point program to enoourage greater production of fuol-wood
for oonsumption next winter. An appeal is made to each municipal and township authority
and every dealer and consumer to examine tho local situation and to initiate steps to
assist in greater productione

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics hes 1ssued = tabulation that will be of interest
end ossistance to fuel producers. This tabulation shows the principzl types of fuel used
for home heating in the larger urben centres in Conada in 1941l. Although the figures
reveal that a large percentage of householders in ecrtain of these areas depend princi-
pelly on coal and ecoke for heat, o number of contres such as Sherbrooke, Three Rivers,
Hull and Victorie depend to o large extent on wooc.

The complete table appears on page three of this Bulletins
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Fobruary Employment Situr.tion

Industrial employment was at a lower level at the beginning of February, according
to reports received by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics from 13,470 emrloyecrs whose
staffs cgegragoted 1,815,975 as compared with 1,840,501 on January 1. Reflecting this
roduotion of 24,526 persons, or l«3 per cent, the unadjusted index number of employment
on the base 19268100 declined from 183.7 on January 1 to 181.2, when it was 9.6 per cent
higher than the February 1942 figure of 165.4. Since the ocontraction wes contra-seasonal
the adjustod index number ealso foll from its previous maximum of 190.9 at January 1 to
18842

An important incrcase was rccorded in the payroll distribution at February 1, rising
to 54,346,903 from 51,386,339 peid on or about Jonuary l. This was o gain of 5.8 per
oent. The per ccpite average, whrich had declined from (30.06 at December 1 to $27.92 at
Jznuary 1, rose to $29.93 at the latest date, when it was affected to some extent by
industrial disputes, and also by unfavourable weathcr. It was nevcrtheless dooidedly
higher than the February 1942 average of 32755 In the 12 months since that time, the
indox of aggregate payrolls has increascd by 17.7 per cent, accompanying the goin of 9.6
per cent in the index of employment.

Considereble improvement was incdiocated in manufaocturing at the begirning of February,
resulting in the establishment of & new cll-time maximum index. The largsst advances
were in iron oand stecl plants; thore were clso important gains in lecather, textile end
non=-ferrous metel frotories, togother with smaller increescs in a number of other indus-
trioss On the other hand, the food, tobacco, lumber and chemical industries released
employcess In some cases, the changes wero seasonal in charactere

The non-monufacturing divisions on the wholo were ssasornally quister at the date
under review. Thore wore moderate losses in employment in mining. communications and
services, together with lerger declines ir logging, trensportation, construotion and
trade; in the last-named, over 21,000 persons wers laid off by the co-operating cstab=-
lishments, following the intense zctivity over the holiday season. Thec shrinkage in
trade was unusually pronounced.

Vigible Supply of Wheat

Stocks of Canadien wheat in store on april 1 totalled 429,820,237 bushels, includ-
ing 420,863,123 in Canocdien positions and 8,957,114 in United States positions. On the
oomparable date last ycar stooks amounted to 462,020,832 bushels.

Farmers' Marketings of Vheat

Deliverics of wheat from forms in western Caneds cduring the week ending April 1
amounted to 2,049,572 bushsels as compared with 1,966,960 in the previous week: During
the ¢lepsed nortion of the orop year fermers' marketings totalled 177,024,156 bushels
oompared with 175,213,697 in the ocorresponding pcriod of the previous orop year.

Production of Flour in February

The production of flour in Canada during Februery amountecd to 1,930,732 barrels
comparcd with 1,584,978 in the ocorresponding month last ysar. Mills operated at 9344
per cont of capacity in February ocompared with 73.5 a year ago. During the seven months
ended February produoction of flour aggregated 13,398,743 barrels comparad with 11,478,780
in the like poriod of the previous crop year.

Grains ground in Caradian mills during the month of February wers as follows,
comparative figures for the same month last year being in bruckets: wheat, 8,864,552
(7,081,028) bushels; ocats, 1,231,979 (879,502); oorn, 253,213 (182,264); bec ~ley,
420,233 (239,120); buckwheat, 1,428 (900); and Mixed Grain, 2,941,629 (2,172,896).

Stooks of Raw Hides and Skins

Stooks of raw ocattle hides held by tamners, packers and dealers in Cancda amounted
to 424,595 at the cnd of February comparcd with 586,675 on the corresponding date last
year. Calf end kip skins totalled 669,027 compared with 735,396, goat and kid skins
40,392 comparcd with 204,552, horse hides 26,963 campared with 26,141, sheep and lamd
skins 90,120 (dozen) compared with 81,375 (dozon).
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Cattle, Sheep and Poultry cn Furms

# further sharp incrcose in the number of ocattle on farms was reportcd at December 1,
1942, according to & survey made by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The 1942 figure of
8,833,700 head represonts an incrcase of 7.l per cent over the numbers on hand at the same
date in 194l. i1l provinces eXoept Nova Scotia shared in the increasc but the most sig-
nificant changes ocourred in the three Frairie Frovinoces. The major part of the inorcase
in total cattle numbers was in young stock and beef ocattle rether than milk oows.

The number of sheep on farms on December 1, 1942, totalled 2,432,700, an inecrcase of
1041 por cent over thc corresponding date of 194l. Increcses occurred in &1l provinces
except New Brunswick and Ontario and were partioularly marked in Manitoba and Saskatchewan.
As a large proportion of the sheop on farms were breeding stook, it ocan be expected that
further incroases will be forthcoming in 1943

L& further sharp increase was shown in the number of hens and chickens on farms at
December 1, 1942, the total of 49,781,300 representing an increase of 1445 per cent over
the 1941 figure. £11 provinoces shared in the increase which was particulerly marked in
Sasketchewan, Princo Edward Island and Manitoba., Thc December 1, 1942, turkey population
at 3,040,500 represents =i increase of 37.1 per cent over the comparable figure for 1941.

Froduction of loather Fecotwsar in Fcbruary

The output of footwear, oxclusive of rudbber goods, amounted to 2,825,933 pairs in
Pebruary, an inorease of 8¢l per ocent over the preceding month end 7.6 per oent over the
production in February, 1942. During the first two months of 1943 output totalled
5,438,191 pairs oompared with 5,090,031 in the like pcriod of 1942. Inorecsed pro-
duotion over Februery last yecar wes recorded as follows: footwear for men, 13.8 por
cent; for women, 3.5 per conty for boys and youths, 192 per oent; for missss and ohildren,
347 por cent; and for bables and infants, 7.9 per cont.

Indexes of Country General Store Sales

Country gunecral store seles averagcd 16 per ocont higher in February than in the
corresponcing month last year, the unsdjusted index number on the base 1935-1939w100
advancing to 11065 from 94.9. 411 regions of the country reported zains ranging from
four per cent for northern Ontario to 26 per cent for the scuthern part of Saskatohowan
and northern ilbertas Sales for Ontario as & whole increased by nine per cent, British
Columbia 10 per cont, Quebeo 15 per cent, the Maritime Frovineces 16 pcr cent, Manitoba
and Alberta 24 per cont and Saskatchewan 25 per cent.

—— et

Indexes of Vholcsale Sales in February

Dollar salcs of wholesalo merohants in Canada averaged seven por cont higher in
February this year then in the corresponding month last year, the unadjusted index of
sales on the bese 1035-19392100 standing et 145.9 as oompared with 136.1. Sales in
Quubec inoreascd 11 per cent, the Frairie Frovinces and the Maritimes 7 per ocent,
Ontario 6 per ocnt, and British Columbia 5 per cente

¥holesalers in the fruit and vegotable and footwear trades reported major in-
oreases in business in February, the goins over last year amounting to 33 and 32 per
cent, respeotivelys Clothing wholesalers transacted 15 per cent more 8Bollar business,
while dry gocds trode wos up 13 per ocent; the tobaocso and oonfectionery trade increased
12 per oent, while a gain of 11 per cent wns registered for the drug trade.

Indexes of Retail Sales in February

Reteil szles in Cencda averaged nine per cent higher in February than in the
corresponding month last year and were pructically on e par with the January level.
The general index of szles, unadjusted for seasonal movements and on the base 1935w
19392100, stends et 13045 for February, 12847 for Jenuary and 120.1 for February a
yoar GgOe

A marked inoreoase in reteil shoe store business, reflecting the introduction of
shoe rationing in the Unitcd States, was the outstanding feature of the retail trade
statistics for the month of February. Retail shoec storc sales averaged 43 per cent
highcr in February, with inoreases geining in magnitude from cast to weste Sfales in
the Maritime Provinces were up 24 per cent, Quebec 25 peroent, Ontario 43 per cent,
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Prairie T'rovinocs 67 per cent ond British Columbia 89 per cent.

Viomon*s clothing stores also had greatly incrcasod business in Fobruary with
dollar salos ranging 33 per cent higher than in February last yeers Ia the men's
clothing trade scales for the Dominlion as a wholo avoraged 7 per cent hoaviers Food
storc salcs, including groocery outlets and also stores sslling both grocerics and
meats, avoraged six por cent higher,

Troduction of Coul and Coke in February

The Conadion orocduction of cocl in February smounted to 1,558,832 tons sompared with
1,712,014 in the corresponding month last years Tho fivoeysar everage output for February
stands ot 1,483,994 tonss Bituminous coal produotion in February totalled 1,002,489 tons,
subebituminous 67,499 and lignite, 488,944« Cokc output in February amountud te 250,000
tons compared with 232,000 in Januapy and 253,000 in Februeary lost year,

Capade imported 903,845 tons of ccal in February, an increase of seven per cent over
Februcry lost yoor and 69 per oont above the fiveeyear average for the monthe Exports of
coal amcunted to 75,149 tons in February ocomparcd with 42,652 in the like month of 1942
and the fiveo-year avorage of 39,119 tonse Canada's coal supply, computecd on the basis
of production, plus imports, less exports, was 2,420,025 tons as compared with 2,512,618
in Fedbruary, 1942,

Traffic on Railways in 1942

Revenue freight londed ot Canadion stations and received from foreign connections
reached o now high poak in 1942, the total being 134,118,527 tons as compared with
+ 117,186,844 in 1941 and 118,652,969 in 192¢, the previous peaks Thls was an increase of
1444 por cent over 1941 end 13 per cent over 1928 traffice During Decomber 1942, loadings
of revenuo froight totenllcd 11,268,014 tons somparcd with 10,078,779 in Decomber, 1941.

Building Formits in Fobruary

The value of building pormits issued by munlcipalities reporting to the Dominicen
Bureau of Statistics in February amounted to $2,271,744 compared with 33,338,329 in
the previous month and $4,405,775 in the corresponding month last ycare. During the
first two months of this year building permits were issued to the value of $5,610,073
as oompared with (10,838,462 in the like psriod of last year.

Reports Issued Buring the Vesk

le Building Permits, February (10 cents).

2. Trice Movements, March (10 cents),

3. Car Loandings on Canndion Railways (10 oents).

4e Monthly Traffic Report of Reilwnys, December (10 oents).

5. Stooks of Raw Hides and Skins, February (10 cents).

6+ Monthly Indoxos of Country General Store Szles, February (10 cents).

T« ndvance Troliminary Statement of Stoocks of Cenadian Butter, Cheese and
Eggs in Trincipal Citios, April 1 (10 conts).

8e The Employment Situation, February (10 cents).

94 The Sporting Goods Industry, 1941 (15 conts).

10. Tho Vihite Metal Llloys Industry, 1941 (15 oents).

11. Monthly Indoxes of Retail Sales, February (10 ocents).

12, Monthly Indexes of Wholesalc Sales, February (10 cents).

13, Current Trands in Food Distribution, February (10 cents).

l4s Production of Leather Footwear, February (10 ccnts).

15. Coal and Coke Statistios, February (10 cents).

16+ Live Stoock Survey, December 1, 1942 (10 ocnts).

17. Farm Population, Canade, 1941 (10 conts)e

18. Flour and Feed Milling Industries, 1941 (25 cents).

19. Canadian Grain Statistics (10 cents).

20. Furniture Industry, 1941 (10 cents ).
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