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The ocurtain has risen on another vear of vital food nroduetion and thc seed drills
are busy once azain in the wheat fields of five ecntinents, Spring weather developed
slowly in Canace and the United Stutes with consequent delay in field operutions, but
came earllier than usual to Europe where much work has already heen dune on the lande In
Austrelia and irgentina where it is now the autumn season the new whcat orons are being
planted for harvest at the ond of 1243, or about six months later than the Zuropean and
North imerican harvests,

In those areas where winter wheat is grown extensively, andé this apnliecs chielly to
Surope and the United States, thoe erops seeded last fall are sufficieatly advaneed for
oreliminary anoraisal of their oondition and :rospective outturn. Current advices would
seem to incio:ste that the position eompared with 1942 is somewhat roversed tiis year
and that ZBurone has the better prosoectse The ceritical psriod still lles ahoad, however,
end weather conditions over the next three months will be the de*erminin: factor in the
ultimate result,

L mild winter in Europe was followed by an early spring, and the cropns of winter
wheat appear to have suffercd a mirimum of winter damage, It is doubtful, however, if
a full aercagse was sown last fall, and this means continuance of favcurable corditions
rot orly for wirter wheat but for the snring sown orops, if the aeutec shortages of bread
grain are to Le remecled this vear, The nveorles of Europe over the nast two vears have
had the "staff of life" r.tioned out to them in ever diminishing amounts.

The rosition in North limercia is safezuarded to some extent by the existing stock
viles of o0ld wheat, but the rate of disappnocaranee in the United States, irn the light of
present prospests for the new winter wheat cropy is such as to suggest a very gonsicderable
redustion in the carry-over & year or so from nowe Present indications are for a ocarrve
over of 660 million bushels of old wheat in tho United States on July 1, 1943, but nro-
jeotions made into 1944, based on estimatss of produetion this year and nrobable use of
wheat for feed, alcohol and other domestle uses in 1943e44, pocint to & carry-over on
July 1, 1944, of botwsen 250 and 300 million bushecls,

In Caneda, present indisations are that the ocsrry~over cn July 31, 1943, will not
differ grecatly from that of the United Statas, so that the two North American countries
will have between them something in the neizhborhood of 1* billion bushels of wheat on
hand ovefore the 1943 crops arc addede It must be noted, however, that domestic disappeare
ance of wheat in Qanude 1s also greater than usualg and the surplus will ve further
rediecd by rurchasss for United States consumptione The first of tnese sales to +he
United States has been macdey and further business appears to hinge largely om the avallas
ability of transnortatiom equipmente The 4nitilal rurchase totals 7,250,000 bushels,

In receent vears most of thc Canadian wheat finding its way into the United States
has been for mi’ling in bond or furtheranoe to some othor countrye Orly limited amounts
have raic duty for human or animal feeding »urrosess There was a tims only a few vcars
beok, however, when very substantial importations of Canadion wheat wsre made, largely for
human econsum-tion in the United Statese Theso occeurred in years of coor cron production
in the United Statex,

The duty rate on foreign wheat imnortsd for human consumntion in the United States
1s 42 ocnts nor bushel, and for animal consumption it is 5 per cent ad valoreme The
records show that In tho erop vear 1934e35 almost 15 million bushals of Canadlan wheat
rald cuty, aend in tho two following vears the importitions were considcrably largere In
193543€ morc than 38 million bushels were im-orted, two-thirdas of it {or human consumptiong
while in the eron vear 1936e37 more than 30 million bushels were bourht of which some
27 million bushels paic the full duty of 423 eents psr busheles In those vears the duty on
wheat for animal feoding nurnoses was 10 ner eent ad valorem,

Very little sesding of the new sprine vhoat ero» has been done in western Canada to
cetee The late spring and the faet that much whezt thEt lay out all winber still had to
be threshed, eombined to hold un ficld works It &s row roported that threshing onep:tions
of the balcnes of the 1242 erop ar proceading rapidlv, and #he wheat is grading very
satisfaetorily in s-ite of having spent the winter in the ficlds under snow, april rainfall
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in the Preiric Provinocs has been far below normal but the rains of last fall created
oexoellent subw=soil moisturc and conditions for germinetion of the seced arc belisved to
be roode

Wheat acreage red¢uction will be further sncouraged in Ceonada this year and a bonus
of $2 per acre will bo zaid for every acrc thot was in whest in 1940 and has been turned
to the production of othcr orops or summsrfallowed in 1943. If the acrcage objoctives
for the more essential orops are met, it will mean a reduction of hectween three and four
million aores from tho 1942 luvel of wheat soreapge. Farmers' intentions will be made
known in a report to bs issued on ey 10.

Seedinz of spring wheat is progressing repicly in the United States following a
period of delay ceusecd by flood oonditions in the northwest States. 4lthough farmors
indicated only a small incrocse in aoreage, when qucstioned on March 1. there is uvary
likelihood thet they wil) inorease their spring wheot nlantings in view of the change
thet has taken place in the United Stetes wheat statistioal position and the relaxation
of restrictions on marketings rocently anncunced by the Govermment,

There is nothing in the news from Argentina or sustrealie to indicatc chenges in
wheet aoreczge for tha 1943-44 harves™, although trade roports have contained a hint that
gome rocuction will take places. The seedipg ncriod in both ocuntriss cxtends into June
end even July in some regions, so that the acreag: planted will nct be known for some
time vete

Europnean seecing has made good progress under exoellent wecathur ccnditions and the
latest advices on al) sown whcat are the most faviuravoe sinee the war bugan, with the
outlook in Germany itself rerorted¢ to be quite promisinge The neutral countries of
*urkey anéd Spein both report much better wheat crop preoapects thah a year agzo.

Visible Supply and Farmers'
Merketings of Wheat

The visible surply of Canadian wheat on April 22 totalled 417,642 329 bushels, in-
cluding 408,342,798 in Canadian positions and 91,299,531 bushsls in United States positions.
/ week earlier stocks emcunted to 418,995,023 bushels, while on the ocorrosponding date
last year visible stocks amourted to 441,871,056,

During the week ending Anril 22 fermers in western Canaca markcted 4,231,269 bushels
of wheat es oomparsc with 2,532,645 bushels in the previous weeck. During *tho elapsed
portion of the croo year markctings aggrazated 18558229 bushels as compared with 180,390,244
in the like period of the previous oronr year,

March Output of Central Electric Stations

Central electric stations produced 3,329,266,000 kilowatt hours during arch as
compared with 3,220,953,000 in March last ycare This was o daily average of 107,396,000
kilowatt hours, the hlghest to dote end was 1.2 por cent above the previous neak established
in Novembsr, 194l The index adjusted for scosonal varintions end on the base 1935-39
at 146.5 was exoceded only by 146.6 for Jume, 1942, The large increase over last year's
production was in Quebec¢ whcore production rose 99,538,000 kilowatt hours or 5.6 per cente

Consumption of firm power in Cansde ineorecsed from 2,740,830,000 kilowatt hours in
Mereh last yecar to 2,968,931,000, end secondary rower declined from 264,013,000 to
148,810,000 kilowatt hours. The daily averaze for primary nower was a 2w high and the
indox number after adjustments for seasonal variations, also reached a aew high at 200.2,
or more than double the everage for 1935-~1939, Exports to the United States dropped from
216,110,000 kilowett hours in Meroh 1942 to 211,525,000, the decrease b#ing all in

secondary powera.

Buklding Fermits in March

The value of building permits ismued by imunioipslities rerorting to the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics was $4,934,580 as compared with $2,420,466 in the previsus month and
96,972,481 in the corresponding month last yeazre. Durins the first three months of t-is
year permits were issucd to the valus of 310,899,375 as oomrared with $17,810,943 in the
correspording period of last year. During iarch this year new construction of all twpes
accounted for 77.7 ner cent of the veluc of cermits, while the rceresntage of new residential
aonstruction was 52.5.
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Moreh Producticn of Iron and Steel

Cancfa's Mareh croduction of pig iron amsunted to 160,101 nst tons =s comrared with
167,116 in the corrcsponding month last yveare The total in March this vear inoluded
128,468 tons of hasic iren, 11,600 tons of foundry iron and 20,043 tons :f malleable iroen,
Frocuction of pig iron during the first quertcr cf 1943 smountcd tc 414,666 tons compared
with 474,245 in the like psriod of last wveor.

Production of steecl ingots and steel castings in Maroh totilled 270,962 nct tons
comparced with 265,903 in liarch of last veare Outnut in Maroh this wear inolucdud 254,207
tons of inrots and 16,755 tons of oscstings.s During ths first three months of tiis year
nroduoticn of steel ingots and castings totalled 723,558 tons comparad with 767,640 in
the corresponding period of 1942,

Output of ferro-alloys in Maroh amounted to 18,611 net tons compared with 16,356 in
the previous month ard 20,261 in March, 1942. During the throe months ended Maroh, pro-
ducticn totellsd 50,298 tens compared with 55,623 a vear agoe
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Dirths, Deaths and hlerriages
in the Second Quarter of 1942

Live births in Cenada Quring thc second quartsr of 1942 numbered 69,092, according
to prolimirary totuls, giving an equivalent annual rate of 23.8 per 1,000 ropulation as
compared with 69,576 hirths and a rate of 243 for the second quarter of 1931, Still-
births emcurted to 1,848 or 2648 per 1,000 live births as against 1,316 and a rate of
26.1. Deaths totallod 27,354 with a rote of 946 per 1,000 population as oomsared with
26,628 and a rate of 10,0. There were 36,500 marriages siving a rate of 12,6 cs against
33,258 or a rate of 11.6 in the scocond quarter of 194l.
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Reciel Origin of the Forulation
of British Coluwazia in 1241

sccording to a rerort issued by the Dominion burcau of Stutistics the raclal origin

of the population of the Frovinee of Uritish Columbia was as follows in 1941, corresponding
ficzures for 1931 bcing in brackets: Engl sh, 321,548(272,502); Irish, 83,460(71,612);
Soottish, 152,677(135,038); French, 21,876(15,028); iLustrien, 4,624(2,891); Belgian,
1,930(1,597); Czech aré Slovak, 3,816(2,756); Finnish, 6,322(6,858); German, 22,407
(16,986); Fungarian, 2,893(1,313); Italion, 15,292(12,254); Jewish, 3,350(2,7453;
Netherland, 12,737(6,234); Folish, 8,744(4,599); Roumanian, 1,455(1,182); Russian, 16,474
(10,398); Scondinavian, 41,560(33,854); Ukrainien, 7,563(2,583); Chinese, 18,619(27,139);
.(Iapaness3 22,096(22,205); Indian end Eskimo, 24,882(24,599); Total Fcpulation, 817,861

694,263).

inimal Products of Cntario Farns in 1940

Tre totel value of Anima) Produots of farms in Ontario in 1940 shows a decrsase of
043 per cent oomnared with 1930, acoording to & preliminary bulletin relecased this week
by the Ccnsus Lramnoh of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

The vclue amounted to 362,594,857 compared with 382,885,637 in 1930, The following
figures show the production and value of viriocus produets, 1230 fizures in bracketss
milk pr:cuction 5,792,075,613(4%,767,726,779) pounds; value of milk produotion $65,617,637
@62,150,064); 6gs production 79,565,811(71,908,551) dozen; value of produotion,
%15,738,626(515,60€,949); wool production, 2,546,934(4,020,142) poundsj volue of pro-
duction $637,722(%440,072); honev and wax, $600,872(5888,552); produetion 6,648,879
(6,015,799) rounds. The figarcs for honev ané wax co not include the nroduction ané value
from plots of land which cre not olassed as farms.

Indexes of Country Gerernl Store Sales

Country generel storc sales cveraged 13 ner cent higher in March teis vear than
st according to renorts received from over 600 zencrcl merchandise storcs located in
the smaller towns and rurcl arcase 4ll regions of tho country reported gains ranging
from 2 per cent in southern Sgsk.tchewan to 21 per cent for the Miritime Provinces, Szles
incrcases rocorcded in Saskatechewan as « whole were 6 per eent; Ontaric 11 s8r ecent;
Quebee an¢ llterta, 12 per cent; 3ritish Columbia, 16 per cent and Manitoba 18 por cent.
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Reilway Reveruwes in Januery

Cenacdian railwavs earned $50,679,477 during January., This was 11.6 ;sr cent above
the corrssponding total for 1842 of 45,421,897, but was oonsiderably below the December
revcnues of 163,593,113, the highost monthly %otal on recorde Operating sxponscs
increased over January 1942 by §6,034,940 or 17.2 per cent, maintentnco of wav and
structuros being up by 50.4 per cent. The oherating income was reduced from 7,798,800
to 6,190,328, &lthough freight revenuses inoreased by 5.3 per cent, freizht traffio
measurad in revenue ton miles Ceorsosed by 4.3 ner cents Passengsr traffio continued to
increase, being 45,1 per cent heavier then in January 1942, The nu Yur of employees
increvsed from 135,319 to 151,933, anc the pav roll irnereased from 21,357,502 to
424,755,546,

Canadian Lumber Incdustry in 1941

Production of sawn lumber ir Canade in 1941 was the highest ever rzocorded. It
amounted to 4,941,084 M feet board measure, exoceeding the precvious rsoord of 4,918,202 M
feet produced in 191ls Lumber sawn in 1941 was valued at £129,287,703; this was exceeced
only in 1920 when the average rrice cf lumbsr was abnormally high, the proeduction of
4,208,804 ¥ feot heving teen valusd at 168,171,987 in that vear.

48 compared with 1940, the 1941 production of lumber represents inorevases of 6.7
per cent in total volume and 21.0 per cent in total value over the 4,629,052 M feet valued
at $105,991,217 reported ths previous year. The average value of sawn lumber of all kinds
increzsed from $22.90 in 1940 to 26,17 in 1841.

There wereo increases in both quantity and value fgp 211 the principal products of
the Cenadian lumber incdustry except leth end +“iss, which decreesed in quantity but in-
ereesed in value and plywood which decrees:d in toth quantity and value. as a result the
gross value cf production of this industriel group inereasec from $183,905,384 in 1940
to %163,412,292 in 1941.

Department Store Sales in March

The valus of Canacien department store sales in March was three per cent greatsr
than in the corresponding month last vear and 25 per ocent above February seles. Unadjusted
indexes of sales on the base 1925-1939=2100 stood at 145.5 for March, 116.2 for February
and 141.2 for Maroh last vear., The average gain in sales for the first guarter of this
year over the sems périod of last vear was 1.5 per cent.

o —

Stone Quarrying Irdustry in 1941

The gross value of all varisties of stone proguced in Canade during 1941 totalled
#8,000,684 compered with $7,398,959 in 1940, Comprising the tonnage shippsd in 1941 were
600,922 tons of granite valued at $1,498,786; 7,151,049 tons of limestone at j6,057,727;
17,649 tons of marble at $126,081; 169,885 tons of sandstone at 305,528 and 1,206 tons
of slate worth %12,562, Of the total valve of c¢omestlc stonc sold in 1941, shimments
from Quebec accounted for 45.1 ner cert; Ontario, 4140 per cent, and British Columbia
5.1 per cent., The nurber of firms included in the stone quarrying industiry in 1941
totalled 457,
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Raoial Crigin of the Fopulation of Quedbeo

Locording to a rercrt issued by the Dominion Buresu of Statistics the racial origin
of the population of the Frovince of Quebes in 1941 was as follows, figures for 193}
being in br.okets: BEnglish, 249,548(234,739); Irish, 109,894(108,312); Scottish, 90,582
(87,300); French, 2,695,032(2,270,059); Austrian, 1,511(2,032); Bolgian, 4,182(4,321))
Finnish, 2,043(2,973); German, 8,880(10,616); Hungarian, 4,134(4,018); Italien, 28,051
(24,845); Jewish, 66,277(60,087); Nethsrlaend, 2,645(1,824); Tolish, 10,034(9,534);
Roumanian, 2,397(3,068); Russian, 3,433(3,574); Scendinavian, 4,840(4,932); Ukrainien,
8,006(4,340); Chinese, 2,378(2,750); Japanese, 48(43); Indian and Eskimo, 13,641(13,471).
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Car Loadings on Canacdiun Reilways

Car loedingzs for the week enced arril 24 amounted to 80,647 ears as comnared with
66,912 in the previous weck end 63,802 in the corrcsnonding week last vear. Lfter adjust-
ment the index number on the base 1¢75-1939 stood at 140.0 compared with 142.6 in the
previcus week and 13642 in the same weck last year.

Due mainly to heavier grain loading the total for the western 2ivision inorecased
from 15,584 in 1942 to 21,577 ocars, but in the eastorn division the total declined from
44,218 to 39,070 oars, the Good Friday holiday this vear urdoubtedly 28inz *ho main faotor
in the decrecses

Reports Issucd This Teek

1. Cer Loadings on Canadian Roilwavs (10 cents),

2+ Rooiaml Origin of the Fonulation of Quebec, 1941 (10 eents).

3. Canecian Grain Statistics (10 oents).

4. The Stone Incustry in Canade, 1941 (50 cents).

5+ lonthly Rcview of ¥he Wheat Situation ($1.00 ner vear).

6+ Census of hgriculture, Bulletin No, 4¢ (10 eents),

7. Fopulation of British Columbis by Racial Origin, 1941 (10 eents).

8s Preliminary Report on the Paok of Canned Fruits and Vegetalbles, 1942 (25 oerts).
9. Buildingz Fermits, Maroh {10 oents).
10. Preliminary Report on Births, Deaths and Merriages in Seeord Quarter

of 1942 (25 cents).

11 Preliminnry Renort on the Lumber Industry, 1941 (35 cents).

12, Procuction of Iron and Steel, March (10 cents).
13, Operating Revenues, Expenses & Statistios of Railways, January (10 eents).
14, Bank Debits to Individual dceounts, March (10 centsg

15, Department Store Sales, March (10 conts).

16, Contral Elsctric Stetions, March (10 oonts).

17. Census Bulletin No. se2, Corjuzal Condition of Quebse (10 onnts),

18, Miscellancous NoneFaerrous Metal Frodvots Industrv, 1941 (15 conts),
19, Bricge Building and Structuel Steel Work Industry, 1941 (25 ocents).
20. Monthly Indexes of Country General Store Sales, March (10 cants).
21. Production of Conccntrated Milk, March (10 osnts).
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