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Preductive Advance in Merch

Procuotive operations showed an appreciable increase in Maroh over the high lovel
of ithe preceding month., The index of the physical volume of busiress rose from 227.3 to
231.7. 4in edvance was shown in mineral rroduction, the index moving up from 236.1 to
250.6, Deoline was stown in the gold receipts at the Mint, while coal production re-

cordsa 8 coasiderable gain.

The izdax of wanofastoring production rose Trom 290.8 to 294.1e The index of
inspected slaughberings was 15445 aguinst 142.3, gains having beor shown in cach of the
three main classes of livestocke. The production of creamery butter and of faotory cheese
showed consicerable gain in March even after seasonal adjustment. Tho incex of cigarette
releases advanced from 22047 to 227.0. Cotton consumption by the textile industry was at
a considerably hicher level., An index of forestry prroduction showed advance, an inorcase
having bsen shovn in newsprint after seesonal edjustment.

The iron and steel industry was more active, the index of pig iren production rising
from 229.6 to 254.8. The index of electric rower output showed a ;ain of neorly 5 points
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Economic /otivity in March comparcd with the Preceding Month

1635-183G=100
1943
Fabruary March
Prrsical Volums of BUSiN®sS sseessscoiecnss ARGk 22743 231,7
Industrial FProduotion scecsccorscesssssorevecssoses 26748 269.1
Kineral Production sesececescessscesvescsessescansas 236,1 25046
Fold Rcceipts R R I WY 98 46 83.2
L ProddiichRicn | ldkisleisiss ¢ o o e aje sickelake alrkeisieloiohois atiliofs s o o 124,9 141.3
Hanufaoturing S5 8 E8 P80 EeTEIIEIEI IS REVIYEBRSIELBRORBERERT LTS 290.8 294.1
Flour Production ® seeecescscesscsasnonsarcesnsancen 192.3 207.4
Rolled Oats Frocductlon * sevessssvsscssacscaascsosa 7148 7542
Inspected Slaughterings ceecesecercestscevecscnnes 142,3 154.,5
Cattle 8 8 B0 08 8 08 6 EBEPRTEE IO S IOE ERQHSEFIEEEIE R 103.3 110.0
Sheep TR R N R I A Y 116.8 127.3
HOES R R R I S A A S S AN A I IR I SR R N 173.9 190.4
Creamery Buttor @ P EP ARV SISO RINSIOIBSIIBROIEREDREIEDPNROETIE 142.5 147.3
Fﬂctory Ch@EG86 essessvsstscsatascasssssnnsasnsnesns 120.0 171.6
TOLACCO esescseevssonocsnsascasascssansssssssessstse 221.9 23545
Cigar RElOBSCE sececevcsactsrsssassanssrnsnsnasses 23248 208.1
Cig&rﬁtt@ Reloc608 seessestscasosvevacsscsosencsne 220a7 227.,0
Poots and Shoes Froduction ¥ seceovacsoscoscsssssnne 179.7 144.5
T@xtiles P 5 S 9B 0P EE ORI EENETOOOLOESERBROBTAEBATTIO TR 149.2 154.2
Cotton Consumption eesesseccsasesssacsaccasssssns 154.7 17543
Forestry e 9 0 Esa0C TSNS EEEEOPOIRARIRERLTEBYIILEEDRR O 12087 124.4
HCWSprint 8 880 s 08 NP SR O RO NSRRI ET et nenans 101.7 103.0
TS - angd | STHEEAEN | 5 s Eislals s « s oisnsfaseis s ioxatopsfshesrshai=tola’s « s<a oks & 579.1 590.6
Pig Iron Production eesesccesssccacenecssssnstnss 22G.6 254.8
Steel Produietilon Falah o s iawels silalens (& s 0 a ehals s[Eeonons 239.1 23647
SRSt R UCE G alals Siaksleialsie oks) FoxalsNe lolS oy lalRaye = HoRe olcvs sxa[S)ora 140.7 80,8
Contracts LWArd8G eecesecrcocssscacsssscsvenennre 161.4 91.0
Building Permits ceevsvcecosscossracsosncscsnsons 49.6 89,9
Cost of GORSFHrUOEREGER « areiote s slar siels §/urstols allakal s Nalekarersss.o 12940 129.1
e IEric - POWEIE J o% Sliis sle a16hs sxo a)aiapals alersl sliaza; eterafoNels erale oxals 141,8 14645
Distribution P CE RN OEN NN ENER e RO ER BSOS EARN 143.3 154.3
Merketings -
Grein and Live Stock Marketinis eeseevceeccesssces 110,3 108.8
Grain Merkctings - Country Elevators ecsececcecsceses 113.3 10844
WhEOt eecatccsetescstcsarstansnsscsorscscsssscosssas 144.3 135.9
OAt8 cosvesveservsctorasossssasssscansnssencsssnas 29049 220.4
Barloy LB BN BE A BN N B NI R U B R B RN I R R B B B L B L B 416'4 550.2
Rye e 0t a0t asR et se st seR R s ERER TP ABETRNEGESN S 43545 298.3
Live Stock Narketings sescseccesscsscnesscscscacensns 972 110.7

Cﬂttle LI N I AR BRI SR B SRS B R A I A BRI I N I R N R 105'5 117'9
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Beonomic Letivity in March compared with the Freseding Month

1935-1939w100
1943

Fobruary Maroh

CC\lVes SR PSR QTR PR RPN PPl E PR YY SR 64.5 96.2
HOéB QPG E P LRI NL IO RN OETTIRPNOIRIRINAEOORIRIEORLIRTS 9004 109.6
Bi)eep PSS 009 LI ANPIAAL AR LGNt OENAERRRIESIOLETERROGEROGOESES 7".1 6406
Unld Storage Holdings, lst of following month .... 114.3 12442
E£58 0800 468AP RIS tRRTOCANETRRRLLOERENRRORGLIILAERGLOES 317.0 33846
Butter L N N N I A I N W A A N A I N S Y 6445 11107
vheose D R R N N NN R RN TR 136.7 102.6
dagf L R R N S N I N N A RS S A S IS W ST 9343 9546
Fork LI B O N I R R N R N N T N N N N I ST S P Y 139.1 119.7
Mutton P E S AN T NG Es I UL NI NORsREBRNENRNSTEPROENRORSOES 39468 46.2
qultry D N I N A P I N I S I N TS S I S I I S 81.8 T0.7
Lard S P PR S EEB RS REP PP aP N BT RIS OIRNETBOEOE O 7602 63.8
?‘5111 F O PO 1 0P 8 0OB TSN ERACEPEPORBUIRPEOUTEORORDPIEDRAESOEDES 46.6 83.8
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* Fracading Monbth

Boumomic Conditisns in Canade
During First quarter of 1943

Economic ectivity reached a new high point in the first quarter of the prosent year.
The national inoome at 92,112 million wes 24.3 per cent greater than irn the same period
of 1est year when the standing was neerly $1,700 million. The stimulus of war nroduction
vas tha mair inllueace in ircraasing W maficoral izoomd ovar the last tudlve wortihs.

Duriag the {isesl yser cpdead March, the nabional incame 2georfing tec thé tentative
computetion was $7,5678 million compared with $6,793 million in the preceding fiscal ysar.
The standing in March was more than 3725 million compared with $700 million in the second
month of the year. One year ago, the income in March wes $583 million against 3556
million in the preceding month.

The mein feotors incdicating the trend of ecconomic conditions reocorded advances
during the first quartsr over tho stme period of last years The index of the physical
volume of business rose 19.2 per cent, the standing on the base of 1935-39 during the
last querter having been 22£.3. The indox is one of the comprehersive measurcs of the
procuction and handling of commodities. The main components are mining, manufacturing,
¢lectric power, construction and distribution, the latter being represented by reilway
traffio, internnl =nd externsl trade.

The index of mireral produotion was nearly four per cent below thc same period of
lest yeare. Gold receipts at the Mint were 963,000 ounces against 1,165,000. The declins
in coal production was more than ¢ight per cent, the output in the first quarter of tho
present yeer heving been 4,767,000 tong.

s the menufecturing industry participated fully in war vroduoction a marked gain
was shown over the first quarter of last ysar. The index advanced from 220.5 to 26840,
a gain of 3046 por cente The flour milling industry was more active, the output of
wheet flour in the first two months showing a gain of nearly 26 ner cent. The meat
packing industry was less aotive in the first quarter, Creamery butter production
showed a gain of nearly 28 per cent, the output having been 4046 million pounds in the
first quarter of the present year. Considerable decline wns shown in the nroduction of
factory cheese. :

The release of cigarettes was 2,872 million against 2,309 million in the first
quarter of last wwar, a gein of 24,4 per cent. The inorease in the release of cigers
wes 844 ner oente The oonsumption of raw cotton by the textile industry was nearly
mainteined. L consicerable decline was recorded in newsprint produetion, tho outnut
having been 702,000 tons ageinst 886,000, Steel ingot nroduction was 724,000 short
tons ageinst 768,000, & decline of §.8 per ocnte The output of nij iron also showed
soms reduction.

The new business obtained hy the conctruction industry was slightly greeter as
measured by contracts awardeds The totel was $42.1 million egainst $4145 million in
the same period of last yeer., The consumption of firm power rose €.4 por cent from
noerly oight billion kilowatt hours to 8.5 billion. The distribution of commodities
by wholesale and roteil outlets showed further expansion in the first two months of
this years The index of wholesale seles rose from 134 to 143, & gein of 845 nor cent,
while retail salos shkowed & lesser advarnce from 124.1 tc 129.6, a gmin of 4.4 nsr cant.
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The total revenues of the Dominion Govermment during the first eloven minths of
the nresent fisoal yecar were ¢2,016 million cgeinst $1,255 million, a gain of 6047 per
cent. Ordinary expenditures rose 3048 per cent, while war oxpenses, exolusive of J)
billion war appropriation was 75.2 per cent higher.

March Employmont Situction

The trend of employment in the Dominion as a whole was slightly umward ot March 1,
The 13,5632 establishments co-operating in the latest survey conducted by the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics had o combined working foroe of 1,818,942 mcr and women as compared
with 1,816,505 on February 1. The weeckly sclaries and wages paid amounted to 355,835,282,
an inecreese of {1,421,324 or 2.6 per cent over the ageregate disbursed at the beginning
of February.

The inoreese of 2,437 employees, or O.1 por cont at Maroh 1 slizhtly raised the
indox of employment, on the 1926 base, from 18l.2 at February 1 to 181.,5 as compared
with 165.1 at March 1 last ycar. The goin was somewhat larger then tho average at the
boginning of Maroh in the period upon which the seasonal adjustment factors are based;
aocorcingly, the scesonally-corrected figure showed a small advanocs, rising froam 188.2
at February 1 to 189.1 at March 1.

The everage weekly earnings of the persons in reocorded employment incrsased from
£29,96 paid on or about February 1 to 30,70 at Maroch 1, 1943, as compared with $27.92
at March 1,.1942, In the pericd since then, the index of employment has risen 949 per
cent, and the index cof aggregate peayrolls, by 2040 per cente The pay envelope of the
typicel employee of the oo=cperating firms has cdvenced by ten per ocente

Further expansion wes reported in employment in faotories at Merch 1; this, like
thet indicated at February 1, was rathcr below-norm:l for the time of ysar, but never-
theless raised tho c¢rude index to 2 new maximume The seascnally-adjusted index, howsvor,
agein showed a deolines i substantial proportion of the latest gain was reported in
iron and steel plants. Lumber mills and sleotric arvaratus factoriss also showed
considerably more ectivity. The largest losses in manufacturing 2t March 1 took plcee
in chemical and eclay, glass and stone works,

imong the non-menufacturing classes, logzing, communications, construction and
meintenance end trade reported seasonal curtailment, whioh was generally of less«than-
everage proportions, oexecent in trade. There was improvement in serviccs, mining end
transportation, that in the first two being relatively slight, while transportation
showed a goin on a rether larger scalee

Index Numbsrs of Living Costs

The Dominion Burecu of Statlistics cost-of-living index on the base 1935-1939=100
advenoced from 117.2 on March 1 toc 117+6 on April le This index which has been speci-
fied es the basis for oclculating cost=of-living bonus sdjustments has increased 1647
per cent between Lugust 1939 and April 1943, The april rise was due mainly to e further
inorease for foods, but fracticnal advences were recorded elso for clothing and mis~
oelleneocus itemse The food index mounted from 127.7 on Maroh 1 to 12847 on April 1,
as meats, potatoes, chcese, and oranges registered inoreanses. Eggs showed the only
aepprecieble deolines, The frootional rise irn clothing from 120.1 to 12042 was dus %o
scattered cdvances in women's wenr. Miscellaneous items moved up from 107.5 to 107,7
beoausc of incrcascs in newspaper rates and barbers! pricese.

Building Pcrmits Issued in 1942

Building permits issued by munieipalities reporting to the Dominion Bureau of
Stetistics during 1942 amounted to $104,236,278 as oompared with §135,301,519 in 1941,
a decrcese of 23 per oente Of the total vzlue, $78,339,669 was for new censtruction
and $25,396,609 for additions, alterations and repairs. Residential construotion
totelled 453,147,458, commercial $17,366,021, industriel $23,848;353, institutional
36,843,526 ond other oonstruction work $3,030,92C. .s oomparcd with 1941 there wes
o decrease of §16,208,123 in the value of residential permits issusd, $2,143,491 in
industrial, $7,657,191 in commercial and $5,259,288 in institutionnl.

-



Visible Supply of ¥heat

Stocks of Canacdicr whent in store on ipril 29 totallsd 417,404,429 bushels, inolud-
ing 409,388,185 in Cancdian positions and £,016,254 in United States positions. Stocks
in store & week earlior totelled 417,642,329 bushels, while the total on the corrosponding
date lest year wes 436,217,520 bushels,

Farmors' Marketings of Wheat

Farmers! marketings of wheat in wostern Cancde during tho woek onding Arril 29
emounted to 4,511,601 bushels as compared with 4,257,687 in the previous week, During
tre elapsed portion of the erop year 190,150,437 bushels of wheat were marketed as
comparcd with 181,646,361 in the corresponding period of the previous crop yoar.

Production of Flour in March

Flour procuction in Canedien mills emountec to 2,193,029 barrels in Maroch compared
with 1,806,854 in the corresponding month last yecer, with the vercentege of outnut to
canaoitv emounting to 91.2 compared with 77,7. Froduction during the cight months of
the cropr ysar totelled 15,591,772 barrels compared with 13,285,634 in the corresvonding
neriod of the previous crop year.

1941-42 Troduction of Raw Furs

The value of +the procuction of raw furs in Cenade during the twolve months onding
June 1942 wos 24,532,918, an increese of (3,409,757 over the preseding scasons This
fizurc ccnstitutes o high record for the fur trade as a whole. & goneral advance in
priccs wes chiefly responsible for the inerease. With regard to totsl relt value the
muskret was the most importent single item with a value of 94,916,662, Mink was socond
with (4,055,157, followed by silver fox at $3,736,724 and beaver at 2,387,406,

Silwor fox rose from an average price of §21.58 in 1940-41 to 222496 in the period
under review; red fox from $6.75 to $6480; white fox from $18.38 to §$25.72; new type
fox fronm $25.30 to U41.54; ermine from 93 cents to $1.20; muskret from $51.79 to ,2.063
ané squirrel from 27 ocents to 31 conts. The number of pelts recorded for the season wos
19,529,740, to which rebbit contributed 9,012,329 and squirrel 5,761,433 or 2 combined
total of Mgl 8,066

Stockes of Raw lides anc¢ Skins in Merch

Stocks of row cottle hides held by tanners, packers and declars in Cancda at the
end of March emounted to 449,184 as compoared with 535,198 on the corrcsponding date
last wvcar. Stocks of other tvpes on hand included the following, figures for March
lest voar being in brucketes onlf end kip skins, 600,959 (764,687); goat and kid skins,
50,557 (159,018); and sheep and lamb skins, 79,777 dozen (78,922 dozen)e

Retail lerchancise Trade in Ontario

Lccording to the census of merchendisdng and service establishments conducted by
the Dominion Bureesu of ©tatistics the value of retail sales ir Ontario totalled 1,368,
278,700 in 1941 as compared with $1,099,990,200 in 1930 wher the previous census was
taken. Dollar sales in 1941 were 24 per cent higher than in the sarlioer periods

Ret:il Merchandise Trade in New Brunswick

Retail sales in New Brunswick were valued at $99,480,700 in 1941 aceording o
preliminory compileations made by the Dominion Bureeu of Statisticse This was an increase
of 18 per ceént over sales in 1930 when the total was $84,371,900, the only other yeer
for which complete retoil trade stoetistics are availabls,
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Live BipthE. i Cimmda ir 194)

Leoording to fincl totels made pudblic by the Lominlon Durecau of Statistloes thare
wora 255,317 live oirths recordsd in Canade in 1941, :siving an oguivalent arrual rate
of 22.2 per thousand populetion, the highost rate on record since 1932 when it was 22.5.
. In 1940 thore were 244,316 live births rogistored with & rota per thousand of 2).5. Cf
the totcl number of occnfinements in 1941, 249,509 ware singls, 5,445 were twin and 63
worc trirlet confinomcnts,

The birth rotos by nrovinces were as follows, in 1941, comrareble figures for 1940
beirg in breckets: IYrinecc Zdwnrd Islend; 2146 (22.3); Nova Socotiu, 24.1 (22.9); New
Brunswick, 26.0 (25.9)3 “ucbec, 2648 (25.7); Onterio, 19.1 (1042)s Manitoba, 2043 {20.3);
Saskatoheowen, 2046 (2048)3 alborte, 21.7 (22.0); British Columbia, 1G.4 (17.4).

Bicvole Mcnufucturing Industry

Froduction by the manufacturers of bicycles in Canada cduring 1941 was valued at
3,560,155, an iucrcase of 33 per cont over the total for 1940, Inocluded in the output
for 1941 woro 100,338 bileyoles with a factory solling value of 42,449,199, bloyecle narts
ond acecssories worth . 238,264, and miscollancous nroduots such as iece skatss, tricyoles,
children's wagons, cto., volued at 872,692 In 1940 there were 86,500 bieyclos manu-
fuooturod velued ot 01,763,895,

Rororts Issucd During the Week

1+ The biloycle Monufecturing Industry, 1941 (15 oonts),.

2. Retoil Morchendise Trode in lWew DBrunswick, 1941 (26 cents).

3. Canedian Milling Stotistios, March (10 cents).

4. Economic Conditions ir Caneda, First Quartcr, 1943 (10 cents).

5. Canadicn Grain Statistios (10 oonts).

6. Population of Cnterio - languaze =nd Mother Tongue, 1941 (10 cents).
7+ Stocks of Butter, Checse and Eges in Principel Citles, May 1 (10 cents).
Ce Monthly Traffic Report of Railways, January (10 cents).

9. Froducticn of isphelt Roofing, Moroh (10 oconts),

10. Scles of .spht Roofing, March (10 ocents).

1l1. Fur Froduction of Cancda, 1941-42 (10 cents).

12. Price lovements, ipril (10 oonts).

13. Building Pormits, 1942 (25 cents).
14+ Employment Situcticn, Morch (10 oents).
15. Retail Merchandise Trade in Ontario, 1941 (25 cents).
16+ Freliminary innual Report on Vital Statisties, 1941 (25 cants).
17. Stcoks of Rew Hices and Skins, ¥erch (10 cents).
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