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Froductivo dvanae in March 

Productive operations showed an appreciable increase in Maroh over the high level 
preceding month. The index of the physical vo1e of business rose from 227.3 to 

731.7. An advance was shown in mineral production, the index moving up from 236.1 to 
250.6. Decline was sho'.m in the cold receipts at the Mint, while coal production re- 

rc ;eti: 	 from 290.8 to 294.1. The index of 
iisrocted slauhioris was 154.5 aainst 142.3, gains having beoxi shown in oaoh of the 
three main classes of livestook. The production of creamery butter and of factory cheese 
showed considerable gain in March even after seasonal adjusnent. The index of otgarotte 
releases advanced from 220.7 to 227.0. Cotton consumption by the textilo industry was at 
considerably hihcr level. tn index of forestry production showed advance, an inorcuse 

:rvirr been shown in newsprint after seasonal adjustments 

ho iron and stool industry was more active, the index of pig iron production rising 
229.6 to 254.8. The index of electric cower output showed a rain of nearly 5 points 

t:l:u,5. 

Economic otivity in March compared with the Pr600dinL; Month 
1935-139100 

1943 
February 	March 

lOU. 1 	o lu_no 0 f jUS iI.0 ES ....... . • .............. 
Industrial Production . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

rfLnoral Production 
r. tüld Receipts............. ... a. ...... 
oc.l Production ......... ...... 

'nufaoturing ................ .............. 
Flour Production* ........ .. ... . . ......... 
aolled0atsProductioxi*.,.... .......... ..... 
Inspected Slaughterings .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
uattle .. •1IS••• ••eS .... . . . . .... .•. . .. ..••• 
Sheep ..........a.........................  
Hogs 	..................... 
Creamery Butter 
Factory Choose .......... ......... 
Tobacco •......... ... ....s.........  ...... ......... 
Cigar Releases ........ 
Cigarette Releases . . .. . . . • . . • . . • • • a • . . . . . . • . . 
roots and Shoes Production  
Textiles ............s.......s..s•.....e.sss*e*i* 

Cotton Consumption . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Forestry ••.•..•..•••.••...... ••• ....... 
Fowsprint .............. ...... 
Iroxi and Steel 
Pig Iron Production 	...... .s. ....... 
Ctoel Production 
unstruction ................. ....... ....... 
Contracts i.warded 
ouilding Permots 
Cost of Construotion . . . . . . . . • • • • • . • a a • . . . • 

Fleotrio Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	. . . . . • . 	. . . . 
vistribution 

C.rketings 
CruinandLiveStookMarketins 'C... ..... 
0ru.in Markotings - Country Elevators 

sea.. •.,.s...e... S..... •....... •• •••• ...... 
Oats .. •.,... .........a. . •......... .... .. 
i3arlev 
Rye ............................................. 

Live Stock Marketir.gs . . . . . . . . . . as • . . . . . • ........ 
Cattle ...  .. . ............ . . . . . . . . . . ...... . ...... 

227.3 231,7 
26798 269.1 
236.1 250.6 
98.6 83.2 

124.9 1410 
29008 29441 
192.3 207.4 
71,8 75.2 

1420 15495 
103.3 110.0 
116.8 121.3 
173.9 190.4 
142.3 147.3 
12019 171.6 
221.9 22545 
232.8 208.1 
))f

L.Je I
'7 ' 2 61. 790 

17997 144,5 
149.2 154.2 
154.7 175.3 
120.7 124.4 
101.7 10360 
57991 590.6 
22906 254.8 
239.1 23697 
140.7 90.8 
161.4 91.0 
49.6 89.9 

12900 12901 
141.0 146.5 
143.3 154.3 

11003 108.8 
113.3 108.4 
144,3 135.9 
290.9 220.4 
416.4 550.2 
435.5 298.3 
97.2 110.7 

105.5 117.9 
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Fconcmic .L..Ctivity in March compared with the Preceding Month 
193 51939al00 

1943 
February 	- March 

Calves 	, 	. •1 • . . •. •. • • • • . . . a . 	. . . . . . . • . . . . 	. 6495 9662 
• • . a • a ssø • • a 	. 	., a a 	a 	as a • • • a I 	 asia a a a a a a 90,4 109.6 

7.l 64.6 
id Storage Holdings, 	1st of following month .... 34.3 124.2 

•............ 317.0 338.6 
:uttor 	. ...... a,.... a a S • a a a a.. •5s a • a • • a a • a •. . . . . a 64.5 111.7 

5 1360 102.8 
93.3 95,6 

/nrk ....... 	................... 13.l 119.7 
.tton 	 ........  39•5 4692 

' oultry 	••s....s 	..........  8168 7097 
Lnrd 	•...........,.... .........•.•.....•.,..,,... 76.2 63.8 

pa •itsa*ø 	St...... 	 •..........a... 46.6 8300 

Ft.i r: 	V:VtL 

Ecc>r.omic Cni itians in Cria 
turing First urter of 1943 

Economic activity reaohed a now high point in the first quarter of the present year. 
The national inoome at 02,112 million was 24.3 per cent greater than in the same period 
af last :€3ar when the standing was nearly i.,700 million. The st1iiulus of war aroduction 
WV7 	rVoin r f'o.c 	i 	ircrnio. 	ribot1 	rca 	c !r taE: lost tVT'J1V noryhs 

r C ndo l to rc , 	 - cJ not iari 1 lrcc.rVe 	ccor 	to fli4, tontat Iwo 
7outation ws 7,37h million ccmj- ared with 6,793 million in the treoeding fiscal yar. 
?ho standing in March was more than 3725 million oomared with $703 million in the second 
month of the year. One year ago, the income in March was 583 million against 3556 
million in the preceding month. 

The main factors incjoatin the trend of economic conditions recorded advances 
, ' ur i r iC  the first quart3r or the some period of last year. The index of the physical 
volume of business rose 19.2 per oont, the standing on the base of 1935-39 during the 
last quarter having been 226.3. The indox is one of the comprehensive measuros of the 
:ror'uotion and handling of commodities. The main components are mnixig, manufacturing, 
oloctric power, construction and distribution, the latter being roresentcd by railway 
trnio, internal and external trade. 

The index of mineral production was nearly four per cent below thu s.tne period of 
last year. Gold rcceipts at the Mint were 963,000 ounces against 1,165,000. The decline 
in coil production was more than eight per cent, the output in the first quarter of the 
Prusnt year having been 4,767,000 tons. 

.s the rimnufaoturing industry participated fully in war production a marked gain 
was sown over the first quarter of last year. The index advanced from 220.5 to 2138.0, 
a gain of 30.6 per cent. The flour milling industry was more active, the output of 
wheat flour in the first two months showing a gain of nearly 26 cer cent. The meat 
packing industry was less active in the first quarter, Creamery butter production 
showed a gain of nearly 28 per cent, the output having been 40.6 million pounds in the 
first quarter of the present year. Considerable decline was shown in the production of 
factory cheese. 

The release of oigarettes was 2,872 million against 2,309 mil' ion in the first 
qurtr of last yiE.r, a gain of 24,4 per cent. The increase in the release of cigars 
wa s 8.4 oer cent. The consumption of raw cotton by the textile 1n6ustry was nerly 
maintained. 2. considerable decline was recorded in newsprint production, the out7ut 
having been 702,000 tons against 886,000. Steel ingot oroduotion was 724,000 short 
tons against 766,000, a docline of 5.8 per aunt. The output of pir iron 1so showed 
SONu ru.uctlon. 

Th fltw 	¶no 	okw. iriod. 'y t' 	c,= ~- truction inc1 ustr was s U htl' groator as 
measured by oontrtots awarded. The total was 42.1 million against 4163 million in 
the same period of last year. The consumption of finn power rose 6.4 per cent from 
n.ar1y oight billion kilowatt hours to 8.5 billion. The dIstribution of commodities 
by wholesale and retail outlets showed further expansion in the first two months of 
this year. The index of wholesale sales rose from 134 to 143, a gain of 6.5 ror cent s  
whilo rotoil solos showod a lossor advance from 124.1 to 129.6, a 	in of 4.4 Dor cont. 
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The total revenues of the Dominion Government during the first eleven mnths of 
the nresont fisoal year were le 2,0l6 million against 0,255 rt5.11ion, a gain of 60.7 per 
cent. Ordinary expenditures rose 30.0 per cent, while war expenses, exclusive of Ji 
billion war apropric.tion was 7).2 per cent higher. 

March Emlovmont Situation 

The trend of employment in the Dominion as a whole was slightly uiard at March 1, 
The 13,532 establishments co-oporating in the latest survey conducted by to Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics had a combined working force of 1,818,942 mon and wnen as oomrarod 
with 1,816,505 on February 1. The weekly salaries and wages raid amounted to 55 0 635,282, 
an increase of 1,421,324 or 2.6 per cent over the aggregate disbursed at the beginning 
of February. 

The increase of 2,437 employees, or 0.1 per cent at March 1 slightly raised the 
indox of employment, on the 1926 base, from 181.2 at February 1 to 181.E as ccetpared 
with 165.1 at March 1 last ycar. The gain was somewhat larger than the average at the 
beginning of March in the period upon which the seasonal adjustment factors are based; 
accordingly, the seasonally-corrected figure showed a small advance, rising from 18802 
at February 1 to 189.1 at March 1. 

The average weekly earnings of the persona in recorded employment increased from  
29,96 paid on or about February 1 to 30970 at March 1, 1943, as compared with 27492 

at March 1,1942. In the period since then, the index of employment has risen 9 0 9 per 
cent, and the index of aggregate payrolls, by 20.0 per cent. The pay envelope of the 
typical employee of the co-operating firms has advanced by ten per cent. 

Further expansion was reported in employment in factories at March 1; this, like 
that indicated at Fbruary 1, was rathcr below-norm1 for the time of year, but never-
theless raised the crude index to a new maximum. The seasonally-adjusted index, however, 
oain showed a declines 	substantial proportion of the latest gain was reported in 
iron and steel plants. Lumber mills and electric arparatus  factories also showed 
considerably more activity. The largest losses in manufacturing at March 1 took place 
in chemical and clay, glass and stone works, 

mong the non-manufacturing classes, logging, communications, construction and 
maintenance and trade reported seasonal curtailment, which was genra11y of less-than-
average proportions, oxcet in trade. There was improvement in services, mining and 
transportation, that in the first two being relatively sltht, while transportation 
showed a gain on a rather larger scale. 

Index Numbers of Living Costs 

The Dominion Eureau of Statistics cost-of-living index on the base 1935-1939100 
advanced from 117.2 on March 1 to 117.6 on AprIl 1. This Index whLoh has been spec 1-. 
fied as the basis for calculating cost-of-living bonus adjustments has increased 160 
per cent between Luguat 1939 and April 1943. The pri1 rise was due mainly to a further 
increase for foods, but fractional advances were recorded also for clothing and mis-
cellaneous items. The food index mounted from 127.7 on March 1 to 12897 on April 1, 
as meats, potatoes, cheese, and oranges registered inoreases. Eggs showed the only 
appreciable decline. The fractional rise in clothing from 120.1 to 12092 was due to 
scattered advanoos in women's wear. Miscellaneous items moved up from 107.5 to 107 0 7 
because of increases in newspaper rates and barbers' prices. 

Bui1ding Permits Issued in 1942 

Building permits Issued by municipalities reporting to the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics during 1942 amounted to 64104,236,278 as compared with l35,301,519 in 1941, 
a decrease of 23 per cant. Of the total value, 78,839,669 was for new construction 
and $25,396,609 for additions, alterations and repairs. Residonti.l ocristruction 
totalled 53,147,458, commercial 17,366,021, industrial 23,848,353, institutional 
6,843,526 and other construction work 3,030,920. 	s compared with 1941 there was 

a decrease of 16,908,123 In the value of residential c'ermits issd, 2,143,491 in 
industrial, :,657,191 in coTmnercial and 5,259,2C8 in institution.l, 
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Visible SurTly of 7heat 

Stocks of Canadiar wheat in store on April 29 totalled 417,404,439 bushels, inolud-
in 409,388,185 in Canadian positions and 8,016,254 in United States positions. Stocks 
in store -. week ccrlior totalled 417,642,329 bushels, while the total on tho corrospondin 
date last year was 436,217,520 bushels. 

Farmrs' Markctins of Wheat 

Farmers' raarko -tings of wheat in western Canada during the woik onling 	ril 29 
amounted to 4,511,601 bushels as compared with 4,257,607 in the previous week. During 
the elapsed iortion of the crop year 190,150,437 bushels of wheat were marketed as 
cornrarod with 181,646,361 in the corresponding period of tho previOus crop year. 

Pro}uction of Flour in March 

Flour production in Canadian mule amountec' to 2,193,029 barrels in March compared 
with 1,806,854 in the corresponding month last year, with the oerentEtge of outut to 
caoitv amounting to 91,2 compared with 77.7. Prouotion cluring the eight months of 
the cror year totalled 15,591,772 barrels oxipared with 13,285,634 in the oorresoond3.nr 
period of the previous crop year. 

1941-42 rrouction of Raw Furs 

The value of the procuction of raw furs in Canada during the twelve months ondth 
June 1942 was 24,532,9l8, an increase of 3,409,757 over tho preaediri season. This 
fLurc constitutes a high record for the fur trade as a whole. A genoral advance in 
r1cos Was chiefly resonsible for the inoreaso. With regard to total nelt value thE 

muskrat was the most important single item with a value of 4,916662. Mink was second 
with .4,055,157, followed by silver fox at 3 0 736,724 and beaver at 2,387 0 406. 

Silver fox rose from an average prioe of 21.58 in 1940-41 to 22.96 in the period 
under review; red fox from $6,75 to 36.80; white fox from 18.38 to 25.72; now type 
fox from 25.30 to 4l.54; ernine from 93 cnts to 1920; muskrat from 1.79 to ,2.061 
and squirrel from 27 oents to 31 cents. The number of pelts recorded for the season was 
19,529,740, to which rabbit contributed 9 0 012 0 329 and squirrel 5,761,433 or a combined 
total of 14,773 0 762. 

Stocks of Raw Ejdes r.nd Skins in March 

Stocks of raw cattle hides held by tanners, packers and dec.lirs in Canada at the 
end of March amounted to 449 0 184 as compared with 535,198 on the orrcsonding date 
last year. Stocks of other types on hand included the following, figures for March 
last var being In hraokets 	calf and kip skins, 600,959 (764,687); Loat and kid skths, 
50,557 (159,01); nd sheep and lamb skins, 79,777 cozen (78,922 lozon). 

Retail Merchandise Trade in Ontario 

1ccording to the census of merchandis.ng arid service establishments conducted by 
the Dominion Bureau of Otatistics the vlue of retail sales in Ontario totalled 1,368,-
278,700 in 1941 as compared with 1,099,990,200 in 1930 when the orevious census was 
taken. Dollar sales in 1941 were 24 per cent higher than in the earlier period. 

Ret. ii Merchandise Trade in New Brunswick 

Retail sales In Now 3runswick were valued at e99 8 480,700 in 1941 according to 
preliminary compilations made by the Dominion Bureau of Statistice. This was an inorease 
of 18 er cent over sales in 190 when the total was 84,371,900, the only other year 
for which complete retail trade statistics are available. 
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Livc i)trths in 	in 1941 

000rain, to finc.1 totals riade public br  thc Lcminlon Iurau of Statistics th;ro 
woro 255,317 live births recorded In C.nada In 1941, O iving ar, eq iv1unt annual rte 
of 22.2 -r thous.rid population, the ht4host rate on record stnoe 132 vhen it was 22.5. 
In 190 thro wora 244,316 livo births roc;istGred with a rate por thousand of 21.5. Of 
the total number of ocnfinomcrits in 1941, 269,009 ware sir1e, 5,45 were tw3.r. and 63 
worc trirlot confirrcrts. 

The birth rates by rovtncs were as follows, in 1941, com'arablo fiuros for 1940 
boir; in hrc.ckots: 	rthcc Edward Island, 21.6 (z.3); Nova Sooti, 24.1 (22.9); Nw 
Brunswick, 26.0 (25.9); ucoc, 26.8 (25.7); OntLrio, 19.1 (10.2); Manitoba, 2003 (20.3)3 
Sask.tohowan, 20.6 (20.); LlbGrta, 21.7 (22.0); British Columbi, 13.4 (17.4). 

Bicycle i•:c.nufcturing Industry 

Procuotton by the rnanuftcturcrs of bicycles in Canada c'uring 1941 was valued at 
.3,560,155, ar.. increase of 33 per cent over the total for 1040. [noluded in the output 
for 1941 wore 100,33C bicycles with a factory so11in value of ,.2,449,l99, btoyolo oarts 
and acocssorios worth .230,264, and miscellaneous products such as too skatos, trtcyols, 
children's wagons, etc., veluod at •072,692. In 1940 th6re were 86,500 bicycles manu-
fuaturod valued at 1,763,895. 

Ror, orts Issued Duriig the '.oek 
- 

1. The bicycle Manufacturing Industry, 141 (15 cents). 
2. Retail Mrchc,nise Trade in 1'Tew Brunswick, 1941 (25 cents). 
3. Canadian Milling Statistics, March (10 cents). 
4. Economic Conditions in Canada, First Quarter, 1943 (10 cents). 
5. Canadian Grain Stttstios (10 oont). 
6, opu1aticn of Ontario - Language '.nd Mother Tongue, 1941 (10 oent). 
7. Stocks of Jutter, Choose and EggS in rtncipa1 Cities, Ma' 1 (10 cents). 
6. Monthly Traffic Report of Railways, January (10 cents). 
9. Production of LsnhClt Roofing, March (io conts), 
10. Sales ofsph t Roofing, March (10 cents). 
11. Fur rroduotion of Canada, 1941-42 (].o oents). 
12. Prioc !1ovenonts, iprt1 (10 cents). 
13. Building Permits, 1942 (25 cents). 
14. Zmploymant Situation, March (io cents). 
15. Retail Merchandise Trade in Ontario, 1941 (25 cents). 
16. Preliminary ...nnua1 Report on Vital Statistics, 1941 (25 c.nts), 
17. Stocks of Raw Hides and Skins, :rch (10 cents). 
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