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Detterment in Froductive Orcrations during flnoril

Frocuctive oporations recorded a furthor inorecase inm irril ovor tho rreocding month.
The stancding of the index of the physical volume of business was 23660 in .ipril against
2317 in the prcooding menthe The index has shown an uninterrupted advanoce since May
of lagt yoar, tho result being s new hizh point in history.

Four of the five main components recorded inoroasecs in tho morth under review.
A marked gain wus shown in mineral produotion, inoreases being roccrded in gold receipts
at the Mint and in ocal productions The index of manufacturing roso from 294 to 297,
Tho forestry index receded from 124.4 to 11C.0, bht importent increasus wore shown in
the operations of the moat packing industry and ih the output of deiry factorles.
Tobacoco releasses were at o somowhat lower position, oiparettes made avoileble having
been 947 million cgninst 1,039 millions .s the decline was contraseasonal, the index
showcd considorablo decline.

Whilo minor recessions were recocrded in thec output of pig iron an? stool, the
incex for the entire group rose from 591 tu €J3. The now husinuse obtained by the
ovnstruction industry was at & lower level, while gains were reodsrded in the output
of eleotric power and in commodity distribution.

Zoonomio asctivity in .pril oompared with the Troceding lMonth
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Econonic Activity in April compared with the Preceding Month
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Sank Debits to Individual Aoccounts

The amount of cheques cashed in the thirty-three clearing contres was {4,071
million in ipril ocompared with $3,733 in the same month last years The gain of nine
per cent was pertially due te heavy payments in the lattor part of the month on the
Fourth Victery Loone DBusiness operations were at a considerably highor level and a
minor increase was shown ir commodity priccse Debits during the first four months of
this year aggregated $15,694,067,000 compared with $14,033,701,000 in the like period
of 1942.

Debits in Lpril were as follows by coonomic areas, figures for the ocorresponding
month last year being in brackets: Maritime Frovincoes, $91,702,149 (,85,577,591);
Quebes, $1,156,009,129 ($1,001,570,227); Onterio, $1,839,881,389 ($1,894,818,607);
Prairic Provinecs, 745,027,426 ($#537,074,731); British Columbia, $237,202,416
(8214,178,a21),

Country Gencrcl Store Sales in fipril

Country general store sales averaged 15 por cent higher in i4pril than in the
corresponding month least yeare All regions of the country except tho eastern part
of Ontario reported ganinse. /s a oonsequence the index number on the base 1935-1939=
100 rose to 140,82 from 123.0 a year agoe DLuring the elapsed portion of 1943 sales
avaraged 1248 per cent highar than in the same period of 1942,

Viorld Wheat Situation

Thile it is much too soon to stort "counting the chickens", the nows from Conti-
rental Europe, cxclusive of Russia, points to the best whegat orop prospocts since the
war begone Fall=sown wheat came through the winter with a minimum of damage, an early
spring svason favourcd the planting of srring orops and moisture conditions were such
as to ensure good germination. The weathor has since turned ccol and dry and there are
complaints of tackwnrdness from some ocountries, but the orop situation on the whole
continues promising although the mest hezardous period still lies ahead.

In the five ycars before the outbreak of war (1935-39), the average wheat orop
produced on the European continent, ox-Russic, wes approximately 1.6 billion bushels,
but the bost aveilable estimates of production during the first three yoars of the war
show that orops fell short of this average by ebout 300 million bushols cech yoare.
Roserve stocks acoumulated befere the war have becn dissipated in tho oosurse of moeting
the anmel doficiency of production in the war yoars and, as a rosult, the crops in
1843 have a specinl significance for the Nazis and the ocoupicd countrics.

Bread retioning has been wory stringent in Europe over the past year and wheat
flour has been but one of many elements in the baker's formula. Potato flour, barley
meal and other ingredients have been made to suprlement the whoat flour supply and
quality standards hove deteriornted as & consequence. Some of the ocoupied countriocs,
and particularly Belsium, Nerwey and Greece, hove suffered consi@lerable hardship but



—3—

somo reliof has beer afforded the Greek poople by the gift of 500,000 tushels of
Cenndian wheat monthly, the shipments of which commenced last Auguste

The position in Russia is difficult to mcasure. Large traots of good wheat land
were reoovered in the winter offunsive but the immediate benefits may not be very sige
nificant. Retontion of the reccnquered territory will add to food supnrlies in the long
run but it is very probable that Russia will need o lot of food, inoluding wheat or
whoct flour from Forth imerica in 1943. Military develunments this summer are still
e factor to be reckoned with and at the moment these are unpredistable.

Crop news from the United Kingdom is of a generclly encourapging nature from the
stondpoint of the British poople. Wheat acrcage has been substantially inereased and
unofficial estimotes place the area seeded t- wheat for the 1943 harvest at 3.2 million
cores compared with o pre-wnr acreage of sbout 1.7 million acres. It is true that
much of the inorecsc this year appears to be in spring-sown grain and the ylslds from
this are secldom as good as the yields from whecat sown in the fali. The 1942 whoat
orop wes very large, but the United Kingdom continues to draw heavily on outside
sources for wheat and flour supplies despite stringcnt measures adopted to curtail
the use of valuable cirgo spaco.

The wheat crisis which loomed up in India some months ago hzs been dispelled by
the hervesting of o crop officially estimated at 409 million bushels compared with 376
million bushels produced a year apo. Heavy importations from Augtralia wero contem=-
plated, but it is doubtful now whothcr any significent amounts will be brought inte
the ocountry this yoar. 4 sudden change in weather conditions in the closing stages
of the growing season worked miracles in the orop yield.

MLl SURpLY of Whoot

Stocks of Conadian wheat in store or in transit in North Amorica on Moy 27 totalled
403,347,258 bushols, including 390,802,125 in Canacdien nositions and 12,545,133 in United
States positionss /L week ago stocks totalled 404,236,644 bushels, while the totwml on
May 28 last yoar wes 419,006,297 tushels.

o

Farmers ' Marketings of Wheat

O e —

Formers'in the Proairie Provinces marketed o total of 4,465,094 Lushels of wheat
during the weck ending May 27 as compared with 4,355,517 in the previous week. During
the elapsed portion of the crop year marketings aggregated 206,072,112 bushels as
oomparod with 188,341,550 in the ocorresponding period of the previous crop year.

Procduction of Wheat Flour in ipril

Flour production in Conadian mills amounted to 2,057,353 barrels in April as
compared with 1,960,900 in the corresponding month last year. Total output for the
nine months of the current crop year aggregatoed 17,649,127 barrels as compared with
15,246,634 in the like period of the previous crop year. The peroentage of output
to ocapacity in apr’l this yoar was 93.0.

Greins ground in Canadien mills in 4April wore as follows in bushols, figures for
Lpril last year lsing in brackets: wheat, 9,098,609 (8,688,054); oats, 1,170,489
(810,675); corn, 168,886 (204,871); barley, 443,285 (255,997); buokwheat, 1,154 (1,071);
and mixed grain, 2,687,887 (2,134,770).
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Estimate of the gyb&qggngigp

According to the third estimate; the total commercicl production of Canadian raw
leaf tobacco in 1942 was 04,052,860 pounds, & decrcase of 6,9 per cent from the 91,160,-
600 pounds produccd in 1941. The decroase was largely in the Ontario flue-cured crop of
62,637,000 pounds which ropresents 74 per cent of the entire Canacdian crope. The total
erea planted in 1942 wns 75,320 acres as compared with 70,5660 aorcs planted in 1941.
Indications are that the 1945 plants will be oonsiderably smallors Tho gross farm
valuo of the 1942 orop is estimated at {20,254,800 as comparcd with {13,614,200 paid
for the 1941 crop, an inoreasa of $1,640,600 or 8.8 per cente Practically the entire
crop has been sold at prices averaging 3.5 cents per pound higher than in the provious

yeare
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Fruit Crop Prospcots

Cool, baokwerd weather has prevailed throughout the spring in all the fruit pro-
due ing arcass. Development of the trees and plants is at present two to three weeks
behind that of last yoar at the same timee The rresont outloock for fruit crops through-
out the Dominion is average to below averagee. Among the tree fruits, apples, pear,
plum, prune and cherry orops are all expocted to be about average in sizo, while the
peaoh and apriocot crops will be oconsidorably smaller than those harvested last scason.
Strawberry production is expected to bo somewhat below average, while the raspberry
harvest will not be as large as that of a year agoe It is still too ocarly to indicate
the probable size of the loganberry and grape orops but the plantations came through
the wintor with 1ittle damage and the present rrowth is satisfaotory.

Produotion of Fertilizers

Procduction of fertilizers and of fertilizer materials totnlled 701,681 short tons
during the twelve months ended June 1942 compared with 590,085 short tons in the pre-
coeding twelve month periode These totals do not include oalcium oyanamide, the figures
for which are not available for publicatlone The 1942 total is made up of 357,786
short tons of mixtures and 343,895 short tons of matorials as oomparod with 302,322 tons
of mixtures and 287,763 tons of fertilizor matorials produced in the same period in 1040-41.

Sales of fertilizer materials and of mixod fertilizers, including exports but ox-
cluding oalciup oyanamide, totalled 607,679 short tons oompared with 400,294 during the
prooceding twolve months. Sales of fortilizer materials at 79,732 short tons rose 6.9
per cent and ihe sales of mixed fertilizers inoreased 39 per cent to 347,411 short tons.
Only three provinces, namely, Prinoe Edward Island, Nova Scotie and Saskatohewan pur-
chased less matorials than in the previous years

Farm Mortgnges in 1941

sooording to a report issued by the Dominion Durcau of Statistics the amount of
mortgeges and agrecments for sale on owner-ocoouried farms and buildings in Cannda in
1941 totalled 629,228,000 compared with $671,776,000 in 1931, a decrecge of 643 por
oents The figure for 1941 includes $463,295,600 in tho form of mortgages and {165,«
933,400 in agrevments for salee. Liens held against crops, livestook, farm implements,
eto. in 1941 totalled $23,304,940. The number of farms reporting mortgages or cgreements
for sale in 1941 was 265,282 compared with 242,350 in 193l.

Retail Sclus of Gascline in Jonuary

Returns received by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics from the psasoline tax departments
of the Frovincial Govermments show that 46,133,000 gallons of pasoline werc sold &t retail
during Jenucry o8 oompared with 58,409,000 in the corresponding month last yeare Totals
follow by provinces, with 1942 figures in brackets: Frince Edward Island, 367,000(270,000)
gallons; Nova Scotis, 2,0675,000(2,346,000)3 New Brunswiok, 1,504,000(1,692,000); Quedeo,
?,555,000(9,413,000); Ontario, 18,377,000(26,501,000); Manitoba, 2,819,000(3,901,000);
Saskatohewan, 2,964,000(4,075,000); Alberta, 4,502,000(5,375,000); British Columtia,
5,175,&00(4,835,0005

B e S ey

Damostio Sales of isphalt Roofing in Lpril

Domostie sales of asphelt roofing in Canccda in April inoluded 191,369 squarcs of
shingles, siding end roofing and 2,622 tons of fclts and ghoathing as compared with
178,807 squares of the former and 2,432 tone of the latter in April last year.

Production of Crude Fetroleum in February

The Canaclan output of crude petroleum and natural gasoline in February totalled
779,998 barrels compared with 860,790 in the previous month and 846,026 in tho correspond ing
month last yeare Tho total for the two months cnded February was 1,640,780 barrcls as
oomparod with 1,721,685 in the like periud of 1942,




Age Structure of the Canadian Fopulation

The principel change that has taken place between 1931 and 1941 in thc age struoture
of the porulation of Cannda may be summarized as follows: children and young persons
under 20 years of age constitutec 37.5 pur cent of the population in 1941 as compared
with 4146 per oent in 1931; the population between 20 and 64 yoars of age represcnted
5543 per cent of thc total population in 1941 as compared with 5243 rer oent in 1931;
the populetion 65 yocrs and over was 67 per cent of the total population in 1941 as
ocomparcd with 545 por cont in 193l In bricf, the figures quotec indicate a trend toward
an aging of the population of Canadae

In no provinoe has the number of children under 10 years of age incroased by as
great a percentage as the total population <f the provinoe ooncerncde Indeed, in only
four of the provinces, the Maritime Froviness ond British Columbia, were there more
children under 10 ysars of age in 1941 than in 1931e In Quebec the decline was slight,
while in Ontario and the Frairie Frovinces it was more marked, being about six per cont
for Ontario and 4Llberta, 13 per cent for Manitoha and 20 per cent for Saskatchewan.

Tho case of Saskatohewan merits special sxaminatione In the decacdo 1931-1941 the pop-
ulation of that provinee ceclined Ly 25,793 personse During the same period the popula-
tion under 10 yoars of age deoreasci by 43,249, while even tho population fram 10 to 19
years of age foll off by 20,170

The ege group, 20 to 44 years of age, showed inoresses in numbers over this decade
in evory provinee with the exception of Saskatchowon. In Irince Edward Island the
population in this cge group rose from 27,129 in 1531 to 31,727 in 1941, an inorecse of
17 per cent; in Nova Scotia, from 164,507 to 208,61, or by 27 per ocent; in New Brunswiok
from 129,506 to 157,778, or by 22 per cent; in Quebec, from 1,014,471 to 1,233,587, or
by 22 per oont; in Onterio, from 1,283,186 to 1,444,900, or by 13 sor cent; in Manitobe,
from 256,242 to 274,661, or by seven per cent; in Alberte, from 273,671 to 295,089, or
by eight per cent; and in British Colum'ia from 261,849 to 308,619, or by 12 per ocents
In Seskatohewen the population in this age groups deorcased from 325,463 to 316,597, or
by three per conte In most provinces the ruoto of inorease in this cge group was greater
then that shown for all agese

The same tendency for the population to inecrouse at o faster rate in the age greup,
45 to 64 yeurs of age, than for all agos was true for most of the provincese Summarizing
the figurcs by provinces it may be stated that the poroentage inerease in the population
in this age group between 1931 and 1941 for all provinces combined was 23e4 por cent as
compared with a perocntage incroase of 1ls1 por cent for all ages.

The tondency of the population in the older age groups to form a larger proportion
of the population is indicated by & comparison of the relative inorcase in the population
70 yecars of age and over and the population of all ages over tho gt decades In connea-
tion with 01d ALge Tonsions the age group, 70 years and over, may be of some intereste
In only ono provinoc, Trince Edwerd Island, has thies group increasec by a smeller per-
contage than the total populatione The following camparison of tho perountage inercases
in this group and the percentage changes in the totel population of the provinces (th
latter in brackets) is instructives Prinee Eéward Island, 4 per cent (8 por cent); Nova
Sootia, 14e4 por oont (1248 per cent); New [ranswick, 10 por cent (12 por cent)jy Quedec,
26 por ovnt (13 per cent); Ontario, 31 per cent (1044 per cent)s Manitota, 48 por ocent
(242 por cont); Saskatchewan, 47 per cent (=247 por ocent); Albertem, Sle4 per cent
(847 por ocent)p British Columbia £5 per cent (18 per cent).

April Procduction of Iron and Steel

Canace's April procduotion of pig iron amcunted to 350,436 nct tons, including
126,377 tons of lLasie iron, 10,170 tons of foundry iron and 13,439 tons of malleable
irone During the first four months of this year production aggregated 565,154 tons
compared with 634,653 in the like period of 1942,

Procuction of steel ingots and castinis in April totelled 264,357 net tons comparod
with 264,988 in the ocorresponding month last years Output in April this year included
251,460 tons of ingots and 12,097 tons of ocastingse Output of steel ingots and ocastings
during the four months ended April totalled 937,915 tons oomparcd with 1,032,328 a years

Procuction of forro-alloys in 4pril amounted to 17,094 net tons coampared with 18,611
in the previous month and 16,128 in 4pril, 1942, Curing the four months ended 4April
production totalled 69,493 tons compared with 73,751 a year agoe

e
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Output of Central Electric Stations

The cutprut of contral olectric stations durfng ipril amounted to 3,263,197,000
kilowatt hours wrioh was a caily average of 103,940,000 kilowatt hours, o new high reoords
This was six per cent above the April 1942 output and le4 per cent over the March daily
averascs The index numbor on the “aso 1035-1033%100 re:ched o new high at 16340 as
aceinst 14645 for Marchs

Consumption of scooncary power decreasel from 233,672,000 kilowntt hours in 4April
1542 to 189,264,000, and consumntion of orimary powor incrensed from 2,627,713,000 to
2,060,472,000, which on a daily basis was socond only to the March occnsumptione Tho
index numter adjusted for scasonal varintions rose to annew high at 20262 as agoinst
200¢2 for liarche

Rotail Merchendise Tracoe in Nova Scotia

Rotail seles in Nova Scotim totnlled almost $160,000,000 in 1941 cecorcing to
preliminory compiletions for the oensus of merchandising and sorviec estoblishments.
There were 6,532 retall stores in the province in 1041 with snles totclled $1563,634,400
an inorcase cf 69 per cent ovor the $909,519,900 rocorded for 1930, the only osthor yoars
for which comilote retall trade stetistios ere cveaileblo,

Production of Loather Footwear in ipril

Troduotion of lecther footwsar in 4April amounted to 2,920,75¢% pairs as oomparod with
3,125,049 in tho previous month and 2,774,120 in the ocorresponding month last yoar,
During the first four months of this year production totnlled 11,662,999 peirs as oampared
with 10,785,695 in the corresponding poriosd of 1942,

s

Ronorts Issued This Vieek
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Jenuary (10 ocents)e
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29, Dank Debits to Individual Accounts, April (10 cents)e
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