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Koening the Cost of Living Index Up to Date _ T,

Shopping these days isn't so simple as 1t used to be. Wartimo “ecaréities have
nado it nocossary to got some of our oalories and vitamins from differont.foods than,
those we used to buye They have brought changes in the olothes we wear and the ~ L
godgets we use around the homes What has this to do with the cost of living index?
fluito a bit, beomuse the index budget has to be adjusted just as buying habits have ey
to be changoed. ;

We have seid that the index continues to moasure changes in the cost of a pre=
war wogoe earner's lecvel of livings But this doesn't mean that the content of the
indox budget is now the same as in 1939. Auto tires, silk stoekings, bananas,
canned beans, and coke are some of the things which have been removed beenuse most
people ocan't buy thom now. Tea, coffee, sugar and gasoline form part of another
group for which weights have been changed bocause of rationing.

The cost of living indox takes account of these chenges, but for every item
which is removed or the quantity reduced, amounts of other things, ogual in cost,
aré added. 83ilk stookings have boen repleced by rayon stookings, tha removal of
coko has been balanced by more cocal, more dry boans take the place of canned beans,
and so it goes.

Be clear on this point, no change in the index budget reduces the ocost of the
budget when the chenge is made.

4 further ochange is to be made in the index budget this monthe. Fresh fish will
be eddod to supplement finnen haddie and to replace canned salmon, end the budget
quantity of dry beans will be inoreased. Cabbage and carrots alsc will be added
because canned vegetahles have bocome less plentifuls Next month when turnlps are
in poneral supply they too will be inocluded in the index food budgete

Noxt woek wo will discuss the prices which are used in calculating the cost
of the index budget.

Procduction of loathar Footwear in Julx

The output of lsather footweer in July amounted to 2,848,408 pnirs, an increase
over the preceding month of 17,689 pairs, and an inorease over July last year of
250,546 pairse The total for each size classification follows: fostwear for men,
893,008 poirs; boys and youths, 125,935 pairs; women, 1,306,907 pairs; mieses and
children, 343,240 pnirs; and for babies and infunts, 173,318 pairs. In the seven
months ended July, the procduction of leather footwear totalled 20,251,037 pairs
oomparcd with 19,091,132 in the same poriod of 1942, an inoreasc of six por ocnte

Employment Situation at Beginning of July

In conformity with the movement indicated in all but one of ths last 22 yoars,
there was oconsiderable expansion in industrial employment at the beginning of July
whon the 13,766 fimis furnishing data to the Dominion Bureau of Statistios reported a
staff of 1,345,284 as comparcd with 1,819,239 at the beginning of Junes The increase
of 26,045 porsons or le4 per cent, accompanied by a rise of le5 per cent in the indi-
outod payroll, was considerably smaller than that at July 1 in any other year since
the outbreak of war, being also below the gencrnl avorage in the period from 1920.

Nevortheless, the index at 1838 por cent of the 1926 average, was exceoded only
Ly that of 18645 at December 1 of last year; tho June 1, 1943, figure was 1312, and
thet at July 1, 1942, was 17547. Since the latost advance was rather loss than usual
for tho time of year, the seasonally-adjusted index showed a declirc, falling from
131e2 at June 1 to 1602 at the date under review; this is the third sucocessive
roduction in the seasonally-correocted index.
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A considerable proportlon of the gain in employment compared with Junv 1 took
rlaco in manufacturing, in which the co-opurating esteblishments incrsased their staffs
by 11,924, Thoso additions were much smollor than at July 1 in oither 1942 or 1341,
but cxocedoed tho average ot that date in the expurionse of past years. In accordance
with roeent trends, most of the latest incroase took place in plants turning out curable
joods, in which 9,400 additional omployves wero rovortcd. The largest advances wore in
non-forrous nctal end lumber plants. In the non-dureble goods classos, animnl and
vegotatle food, pulp ard paper, beverage, putrolecum and miscellaneous manufactyring
.roups showed considerably greater activity, but tobaceco, textile and chomiocal wviorks
rcleased employces.

Employment in most of the non-manufacturing divisions showed seasonal advances;
oxocapt in trunsportation, these were gonerclly rather below avorage irn extent. Thero
wore moderate goins in tho mining of non-metallic minorels other than cozl, and in
communications, services and trade, together with larger increases in transportotion
end oconstruotions The cxpansion in the lattor wos unusually small for the soasone

The payrolls disbursed by the co-operuting firms at the heginning of July amounted
to 967,119,522, exossdizg by 1e5 por cent the sum of 556,265,170 reported by tho same
egtublishments et June 1, The per capitu avernge showed a slight advanoe, standing at
130495 as oomparcd with $30.93 at June 1, The avecrage at July 1, 1942, haod been $28.40,
and at July 1, 1941, «25.49, Tho latost figuro is the hi;host in the record of 26
months, with the oxception of the Aprll 1, 1943, avercge of L3l.1l4d.

In the pcriod from June 1, 1941, the average woekly earnings of the typical employoco
of tho co=opercting astablishments hax 0 risen by 22.6 por cente In thils period, the
cost of living index hos advanced by 74 per cent, while incrcases in taxation and other
exponses have also tendod to offset o considorable part of the gair in the weokly pay
cuvelope of tho avorage woge-esrnere Nevertheless, the employment of additional mom-
strs of many families has resulted in a oonsiderable improvement in the firancial
vovition of a large proportion of the total population.

Cost of Living Index

The Dominion Burecu of Statistiecs cost of living index advanoed from 118.8 on
July 2 to 1192 on August 2. This wns the sixth consecutive month in which tho index
i.s recorded an increase. Tho total rise for the period has boen 23 points, with
wnthly edvances runging from 043 to Oe5 pointse The doclino of 149 points ocourring
in Joaywary and February 1943 has beoun offsot in this advance, with a small margin to
spare, and the August 1943 index is 1.3 points above tho in ndox for July 1942 upon
which the last cost of living bonus was authorized.

Foods accounted for most of the August inoroascs The food index mounted from
1218 for July to 133.2 for August. Eggs were sharply highor, and thore wero small
scattured increcases for beef, veal, lamb, onions, raisins and lemons. Clothing anc
homefurnishings geined fractionally from 120.5 to 120¢6 and 117.8 to 117.3, respec=
tivelye Other group indexcos remeined unchenged, fuel and lighting at 113.4, rentals
&t 111,5 and niscellaneous items at 108.2.

Viholesale Price Movqpunts

Little net ohange occurred in industrial materiel priocs levels during August, the
cemposite index for 30 materials mdvanclng ons--tenth of a point to 98.3 hetween July 30
and august 27 In the food sceticn a 1§ oents por bushel incrcase for Noe 3 Northern
vhoet ovorbalenced slightly lower quotations for steers and hogs, to 1lift this index
Dafl to 983« Both the monufacturing matorial serios and the stable group of commodi-
tins wore unchanged at 83s6 and 117.1, respoctivelye.

Lfter advancing to 9702 in the opening woek of the month, the weekly index of
Cancdian farm produch prices dippod to 95665 by the 27th for a net loss of leb pointa.
i.coounting for most of the docline was o drop of two points to £1.5 for fiold procucts;
this reflected shorply lower quotutions for potatoes coupled with smaller declines
for onions, hay, the higher grades of wheat, and ryse Animal products dipped 0.6 to
1129, lower prices for livestoeX morw than cffsctiing firmer quotations for egises
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Si.les and Purchnsos of Securities Betweon
Canada and Other Countries during Juns

Net sales of socuritiss by Canada te other countries in June expanded to $27 9
million, comparing with $i0.1 million in May and $2142 million in Aprile. In June last
year, nct salos totallod $6.3 millione Sales of Canacian bonds to the United States
continued to be the principal source of the capital inflowe Net sales of seourities
to other countries wero rvlatively light although the volume of transactions was
larger than in precoding menths. '

Salos of socurities to cther countries in June amounted to $35+2 million ocampared
with $17,6 million in May and $1G.8 million in June 1942, Purchases from other
countries in June totalled $7.3 million compared with $7.5 million in May and $4e5
million in June last year: Sales during the first holf of 1943 totalled 14044
million compared with $90 :iliion in the like poriocd of 1942, while surchases amounted
to $49.4 million comparod with 833.3 millione

Crop Conditions in Crxneoda

-

Vlet woeathor has delayed harvesting in most parts of Canada during the past wook
rnd has further aggravated tho unfavourable orop situation in the eastern provincose
¥rost has boon exporioenced in the Prairie Provinces and while damage has been found
¢iffioult to ustimave ot this timo it is expectod that grade rather than yleld will
sulfor excopt in parts of Albaritna whore tho crop is stil)l groene Harvesting of
caroenls is making good pregress in the Maritime Provinces but some hay still remains
to be cut. Pobato bligh% is widespread in this part of the Dominlon and reducod
viclds are oxpocted, Gruin crops in uebeo are still late and the harvest hag beoon
further delayed by wet woathora Ylelds are running about 20 per cort below last yoare
Rains have also hindered [{ield work in Ontario where muoch grain is in stock in some
uroase The yiclds «f cercals are also disappointing in Ontario and in many seotions
tho outturn will only be 50 pur ccnt of normale Soybean and sugar “wet orops have
shown improvoment ard corn prouspeots are good if frost holds off during tho next three
wouks s

Tho harvest is well advanced in most parts of the threo Prairia Provinces and a
food porcentage of threshing hos beon done in Manitobane Raid wore fairly widespread
the past week but o resumpltion of field work is now reported from many parts of the
wost. Frost wos oxporionced at a number of points and was heaviest in Alberta but
most correspondents Lelieve that grade rathor than yleld will suffcr most from the
low temperatures cxecapt in thosc areas of Alborta, chiofly betwoon Calgury and Edmone
ton where much of the crop wus still very green last weeke Wheat-stem sawfly cnd hall
damage of importance occurred in Saskatchownn chiefly In the western and central
districtss Cutting and combing is wcll advanced in Manitoba, and about 60 per oont
of wheat and oats hove beon cut or combined in Saskatchewan, but oxcept for the southe
orn areas of Alberte and ncrth and north-westorn distriots including the Peace Rivor
tlock in British Columbia, the horvest in Albortc is late.

In British Colurbia, the cutting of grain orops is now general with threshing woll
underway in scuthern arcase The hop and tobacoo yields are satisfaotory and prospeats
for potatoes are good; although tlight is goneral in some districtse apples of the
Molntosh varicty aroc lorgor than last year but the onion and tomato yiolds are bLelow
oxpectetion.

VRAAIS Suppdy gf Meact
The visibla suppiy of Canadian wheat at midnight on September 2 totallod 336,123,158
bushels., inclucding 369,714,900 in Cenadien positions and 15,408,268 in Unlted Statos posie

tioms: & week earlicr stucks amcunted to 385,631,384 bushels and on the dorresponding
dato last yoar, 396,323:49¢ bushelse

Mglettngs of Wheat and Goagss Ginine

Farmers in western Caunade marketed 4,711,360 bushels of wheat during tho week ending
Soptombor 2 as compared with 4,336,669 in the previous woeke From August 1 to Soptember 2
merkotings totalleod 165,439,660 bushels compared with 3,637,462 in the corresponding porid
of the provicus crop yeare The following quantitios of coarse groins were marketed during
the woek onding Soptomber 2, figures for the previous wesk being in bracketss oats,
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3,333,550 (2,037,575) btushelss barley, 2,246,479 (1,739,410); rye, 52,802 (32,501);
flaxseed, 327,909 (170,577)e

Fisheries of British Columbia in 1942

A now high lovel was roached in the valuc of the fisheries production of British
Columbia in 1942. The total as marketed wes 38,059,559, an increase over the year
1941 of $6,327,522 or 20 per cente The selmon fishory of British Cclumbia, which is
the most importent fishery in the Dominion had a production vaiue of $22,419,381,
ncoounting for 59 per cent of the total fisheries output of the provincce

Herring, whioh is second on the list of British Columbiais chief commercial
fishes, had & valuo of 38,223,754, an inorease ovor 1941 of $3,553,494 or 76 por
oente The piloherd fishery shows a value of $2,016,607, its most important products
being 0il and meal.

The total quantity of fish of all kinds, including shell fish, teken by British
Columbia fishermen “uring the year was 5,712,725 owt, compared with a oatch of 5,410,391
owt. Average prices por cwte peid to the fishormon for the principal kinds of fish in
1942 with firures for 1541 in brackets, were as follows: salmon, $7.09 ($C.01); herring,
54 gsents (39 oconts); halibut, $15.63 ($12436); and piichards, 51 cents (50 cents).

Civil .vintion in May

Passonger traffic of air carriors increased to 25,204 revenue passengers carriod a
total of 8,614,250 miles in May as against 20,045 passongers and 6,163,247 passonger miler
for May last year, end 22,580 passengors and 7,943,075 pessenger miles for April. The
carriers operating in the north country where opcrations are affocte% by the Spring
broakup, showed decrsases, but for intecrnational end intercity routes where surfaced
runways cre used, substantial incrceses over April operatlons were shipvm. The effeot nf
the spring breakup wos more noticcable for froight carricd which dropiied from 835,779
pounds in April to 553,250 poundses Mail continued to increaso, amounting to 641,493
pounds compared with 374,176 in May last yoar. Operating revenues of Canadien license’
cerricrs incroased to $1,295,722 es egainst $903,107 in 1042.

Indoxes of Wholesale Sales in July

The dollar value of wholesale trade in July averaged 13 per cent higher thon In the
corresponding month last year. Tho general index of sales on the base 1935-19G93100
stands at 174¢3 compared with 1743 in the previous month and 154.3 for July, 1342,
Sales for the first scven months of 1943 averaged seven per cent above the corregponding
period of 1942,

Indexus of Rotail Sules in July

Rotail sales in July averagod eight per cent higher than in the corresponding month
last year but were seven por cent lower than in the previous monthe The composite index
of sales on the base 1335-1939%100 stands at 14341 compared with 1589 for June and 13743
for July, 1942. During the seven months ended July sales averaged five per cont heavier
than in the like period of 1942,

Froduction of Conl and Coke in July

Canada's coal mines produced 1,365,648 tons of coal during July as compared with
1,497,196 tons during the corresponding month a year ago. Froduction for thoe first
soven months of this year totalled 10,259,354, a reduction of six per cont from the
output during the same poriod of 1942,

Imports of coal during July totalled 3,063,078 tons compared with 2,805,445 in
July 1942, and for the seven months ended July, 13,011,006 tons compared with 12,536, -
520 in tho like period of 1942, July exports of Cenadian conl emounted to 84,752 tons
compared with 77,118 a year ego, while the seven month tolal was 562,502 tons compared:
with 352,035.
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Coke produotion in July amounted to 303,000 tons compared with 266,000 in the

previous month and 275,000 in July last year. Output during the seven months onded
July totalled 1,572,000 tons compared with 1,910,000 in the seme perioc of 1342,

Cur Loucdings on Canncdian Railways

Car loadings for the week ended August 20 declined from 72,320 cara for the previous
week to 08,937, but this wes 3,204 cars above the total of €$,343 cars for tho corrus-
ponding week last yecrs In the eastern division loadings deoreased from 44,563 cars in
1942 to 43,953, coal being down by 113 cars, lumber by 522, ore by 51 and miscellaneous
by 1,012 ocars. In the westorn division loadings inoreased from 21,730 sars to 24,934,
grein accounting for 3,405 oars and conl 663 oars of the inoronsce.

Raeports Issued Durirg the Vieok

1o Car Loedir zs on Canndian Railways (10 conts)e
2. Coal and Coke Statistios, July (10 ocnts)e
3. Price Movoments, August (10 oonts).
4, Tho Employment Situation, July (10 cents)e
Se Stoocks of Row Hides and Skins, July (10 conts).
8e Current Trends in Food Distribution, July (10 cents)e
7. Conndian Graoin Statistics (10 centsS.
8e Monthly Indexos of Retall Sales, July (10 ocents).
9. Monthly Indexes of Wholeszle Sales, July (10 conts).
10, Civil Aviation, april (10 oonts).
11, Civil 4iviation, May (10 ocents).
12+ Procduction of lLeather Footwear, July (10 ocnts)o
13, Fisheries Production of British Columbia, 1942 (1C oconts).
14, Sulos and Purchases of Sccurities Betwoen Cenada and Other Countriecs,
June (10 cents).
15. Telegraphic Crcr Report, Canada (10 oents)e.
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