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World Wheat Situction

Argentine cnd Justralicn farmers are busy a:lding thoir quota to the world wheat
supply of bread grain for 1944. The new harvest is well advanced in australia and is
oxtund ing southward in Lrgentina to the hecvy producing areas in the province of Buenos
isiress Procuction in Australia is ostimated at 37,000,000 bushels cumpared with 156,-
200,000 bushals o year wgo, while the Lrgentine crop, recently ravised dovmward to
291,000,020 bushals, sampares witn 235,000,000 bushols producod last years. Thus, the
cumbinued wheat orop of these two southorn homisphore countries is 383,00C,000 bushels
or upproximatoly the same as they produced o yoor agoe

Mazking allowancoe for normal 2omostic disappoearance in both countries during the
noxt twolvc months, the surplus cvailable for export from the new erop is about 225,-
UU0,000 bushelss Lustralie has a carry-over of 153,000,000 bushels of old whoat and
wrgontinn 122,000,030 bushels after deducting quantities set 2sido for fuel and animal
feed. This makes a totel surplus of 500,900,020 bushels availarle for export and carry-
over in Argentina and Lustralia during 1944.

Yihon joinsd to the Conadian whoat surplus, which stood at 670,000,000 bushols on
October 1, 1943, this resorvoir of whoat would scom to hold assuranse thut a Burope
liborated in 1944 and provided with adoquate ocoon tonnage would not go short of broads
soroover, both Cencda and the United States will harvest anothor wheat orop in the
1iddle of 1944 and the United States is endeavouring to inorease the aoreage under
whoat for tho 1944 harvest by 14,000,000 acrose

Tremendous guantities of wheat have beon disappearing into non-food channels
furing the nast year under stross of the burden of supplies in some ocountrics and |
eoause of tha lack of cdequate feed supplics for live stoeck ir otherss Therc are
incications that this diversion of breed grain supplies will tapar off in 1944,
curtiocularly if the ¢nd of the BEuropean struggle comos in sighte In this ovent, at
loast 1,000,000,000 bushols of wheat, half of it in Canada, would be available for
shipment o the hun;ry peorle of Europe.

It was with this statistical picture in the bookgrcund thet the Dominion-Frovinecial
..gricultural Conforonce hecld in Ottawa early in Decoomber, decided to rooommond that no
incroase in wheat scrvago in Camncda be onocouraged in 1944, The procduoction of course
crain and oil-bearing seed orops, as well as poecs, beans and corn wns reguarded as more
urgent and it was suggosted that a high rroportion of the land in wostern Canada be
summerfallowed again in 1944, This summorfcllow, it was contonded, would bu an asset
if ciroumstances justified an increase in wheat acreage in 1945,

Both the United Stotes and Argentina romoved wheat aorenge rostrietions in 1943
but Cannda and dustraiin held to o policy of acrsapgc recuctions The two Diminions
wore succossful in their efforts, but the other two countrios acoomplishod very little
in the way of ineresased plantings, partly boenuse the restrictions wero removed too
loto to permit of farmees altering their seoding plons.

The peak of whoat aercage in Canuda was roachod in 1940 when it was 23,728,000
aercse Throe yoors leter the acroapge wes at its lowest lovel ln a quarter of a century
vhen in 1943 only 17,438,000 ceres were planted to wheate This figurc is the objective
of'ficially set for 1944. The fall whoat crop is alroady planted eand an increase of

(4900 aeres or four por cent is ncted in Ontario where tho bulk of the fall whoot is
croduced .

Viheat corcage in the United States has beon held down by law during rocent years
tut all rostrictions weve removed last s-ring and the objective lfur 1044 1is 68,000,000
- ores, nn incroase of 14,000,000 ncres over the sceded arca for the 1043 harveste

*Antor wheat seeding is over and unofficial ostimntos indioate that the inorease in

rorcago is only 5,003,000 neres or about 13 per oonts This lsavos spring whoat farmers
with a high objootive if the over-oll increase of 14,000,000 acros is to be seoured.
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Lercage policy in lustralia the past two yoars has compelled roduction in whoat
rlantings in “Westcrn lustralia and cneouraged roduction In the othor Statose. Thase
offorts have heen sucoossful and as was tho oase in both Cannda and the United States,
formors in ustrallia were compensated for reducing whoet aoreages

authentic information on wheat norcage in Europe hos boen unobtainablce Unoffi-
cinl ostimates have indionted that whoat acreage in the United Kingdom has boen doubled
sinoc tho war bogans The uorcage in Eire 1s known to be highor btut only piccameal
informatlon of an unofficial charccter has been avallable for continental Europoe
It is gonerclly assumed thot lebour difficulties, the lock of fertilizer supplies
and the sears of hattle have roeduced the crop aroc, ond that wartimoe production has
boon consistently bolow the pre-war caverages It is roported, howover, that bread
crain proluotion in 1943 was the highest of the war yoarse

Visible Suprly of Whoat

Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North Jmorica at midnizht on
Dccembor 16 totalled 301,547,458 bushels, including 323,418,082 bushels in Ccnadian
rositisns and 38,129,406 bushcls in United Status positionse On the corresponding
cute last year stocks amounted to 463,153,666 busholse

Merkctings of Wheat and Coarss Graoins

FParmers in western Cunoda markcted 6,705,235 bushels of wheat during the week
orcing Docember 16 as comparod with 6,376,427 in the provious wcoks During the elapscd
portion of the orcp yeor which commenced iugust 1, markotings totalled 103,442,393
bushols as ocampared with 134,179,590 in the ocorresponding noriod of the previous orop
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The following quantitles of coarse graoins also wereo delivered from western forms
during the week onding Docember 16, totols for tho provisus week being in brocketss
oats, 6,405,555 (1,717,919) bushels; barley, 4,526,312 (1,8200,968)3 rye, 232,000 (102,332);
flexscec, 162,992 (209,690).

Botincte of Argentine Grain Crops

The irgentine Hinlstry of /griculture has issued its preliminary estimate of the
srobable production of five of the principel grain orops in 1943-44. Each of tho five
orops is oxpoccted to show substantial increase ovor thot of last season, varying fram
12 por oent in the ocaso of linseed to 027 pecr oont in ryse.

Estimates as reocived by the Dominion Burecau of Statistics follow, with produotion
totnls for last year in brackets: wheat, 291,000,000 (235,156,000) bashols; linseed,
70,863,000 (61,414,000); oats, 136,168,000 (45,339,000); barley, 40,413,000 (16,075,000);
ryc, 55,116,000 (5,526,550)

irea of Ocoupied Farm Lands in 1941

Froliminary consus figures place the total arca of cooupied form land in Canada in
1941 ot 174,767,599 acres us compared with 163,119,231 acros in 1931, an increase of
11,643,360 nores or Tel por cente The area of improved land in 1941 totalled 94,441,246
wcros oomparod with 85,733,300 aores in 1931, an inorcase of €,707,947 acros or 7e¢8 per
conte Unimproved farm land totalled 82,326,353 aores oompared with 77,335,922 in 1031,
on increase of 6e4 por conte

Improved farm land under erop amounted to 56,792,626 acres oompared with 58,334,025
in 1931, reprosenting o cecrcase of 2.6 per coente The pasturage area totalloed 3,066,910
corcs oompared with $,011,949, whilo the aren of summer fallow lncreased slightly more
then 39 per cont to 23,049,052 aores from 17,007,346 Other improved lond totallod
3,331,855 aorus eomparcd with 2,379,339,

Uninproved occuniod farm land totallod 82,326,353 acres in 1941, the arca of wood=
1nnd cmounting to 22,407,675 aores oomrared with 26,647,535 in 1931, Prairie or natural
rasturage 52,744,171 cores compared with 42,576,184 and marsh or wnste land 7,094,507
~ores oonmpared with £,162,203 cores.
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Tho total aroa of ocoupled farm land in 1941 was as follows by provinces, totals
for 1931 being in bLrookets: Frinece Edward Island, 1,163,350 (1,191,202) acres; Nova
Scotla, 3,016,646 (4,302,081); Now Brumswick, 3,964,109 (4,151,596); Quebeo, 19,207,775
(17,304,164); Ontario, 22,364,316 (22,840,395); Manitoba, 16,391,322 (15,131,055);
Saskntchowon, 59,960,927 (65,673,460); Alborta, 43,277,295 (38,977,457); British Columbia,
4,083,570 (3,641,541); Yukon, 2,751 (5,197).

Sox Distribution of Torsons Enployed

Two hundred ond sixty-two out of every 1,000 porsons emplcysd in the nino leading
industrial divisions in Cenade on Ooctober 1 wore fomnle workors as compared with 235
por 1,000 on the corrosponcing dete last ysar, acoording to a survey conducted by the
Dominion Burecu of Statistics. The numbsr of femnlos in recordsd employmont on October 1
this yoor wns approximately 511,000 out of a total porsommel of 1,950,000 compared with
441,000 femnlo workors in the reported staff of 1,000,300 sn the corresponding date
last yeare

It is worth gf note that despite the virtual staltilizatior of the numbor of male
we.go-carners reported in the year, and the widely-distributed gains in the numbor of
femoles, there have beon inercases in the average weskly carnings in the various indus-
trios and aroas botwoen October 1 of 1942 and 1943. Since no ;eneral increase in tho
cost of living allowance was authorized cduring this period; the widespread rises in the
avorage woekly earnings result in spooifio oascs from inereascs in the rates of wagos
or bonus, but more generclly, from the upgrading of workers as thoy aocquliro exporionce.

Of the total of 510,715 womon in reoorded employmont in the nino leading industrial
“ivisions, 337,251 or €6 pcr ocnt wore engaged in mamufacturing, including electrio lipht
«nd powerj the Ootober 1, 1942, proportion had been G6e4 por oconte The noxt largest
.roups of female e¢mployees were those of 80,230 in tracde, 32,968 in finance and 25,019
in sorvices. Communioctions, transportation, construetion, mining and logging togother
reported approxim tely 34,450 women werkers, or only Ge7 per cont of the totele Small
though this proportion wes, it fractionally exeseded that of just over six poer cent at
tho time of tho Octohcr 1, 1342 survey.

Tho number of femcles engaged in rlants turning out heavy manufaoctured goods consti-
tutod 25.6 per cont of the totcl ot Octobor 1 this yoar ns comparcd with 2049 per oont in
1042+ On the other hand, the proportion of tho total rerorted by the lizht goods manu-
fuoturers declined fram 45 per cont to little more than 20 per cent; omployment in this
class was then genorally quitor then a ywar oarlior, the fallingeoff taking place among
the manle workerse Coertoin marufacturers of consumcrs! ;oods roported growing difficulty
in obtuining the sorvioces of women and girls; in o fow ocagses, it was stated that shortages
of such workers were boing mede up by the employment of inercasingly large numbors of
boys of pre-ocnlistment cgese

among the provinces, Ontario and Quebeo ranked first and second, rospoctively, in
the number of females in rccorded omrployment; 4Ce7 por cont of the Dominion total Lo=
longed in Ontario, while Qveboo firms roported 31le8 por oont of tho aggregates Tho
groatost gains over tho year in the number of wamon in each 1,000 persons on the ro-
portod rayrolls wero in Manitoba end British Columbin, whore the proportions rose by
sac 27 por cent and 25 per cent, respcotivelye The loargest incroasos in the number
of femeles ot work were shown in British Columbin with o riseo of 3445 por oont, und in
L1borta where the number excceded by 30,2 per cont thet indiscated in 1942,

Uncmployment Insurance Claims in October

Local offices of the Unemployment Insurcnoe Commission recoived 1,475 arplications
for Lenofit paymonts during October as compared with 1,013 in tho previous month and
1,06C in October last yoare 4 total of 1,544 claims were cornsidorcd during Octobor this
yuar, 1,315 of which hac been forwarded during tho month and 226 carriod over from
Septombere Of the cloims dealt with, 897 wers found entitled to benefit, 264 not ene
titled to bonefit and 393 wore pending et tho ond of the monthe

Out of an estimatod insured population of 2,680,300 currently holding hHooks, 146,003
umployment arplications were rocorded in the four weeks onding Octobesr 23 and 45,551 of
theso apnlications were listed as unplaced on that dotes Einoce, under prosent Netional
Selective Service reyulations, many of these applicants romain in their jobs ponding
transfer to another nusition, it eannot Yo assumud that all of the applicants wore une
vmployed.



o

During October, 1,025 pcrsons were pald benefit and of these 550 commoncod tho
recaipt of benefit chequess Persons receiving bonefit were paid $24,308 for o totnl of
13,702 dayss In Ootober last yoar, 1,222 persons recoived 25,027 for a total of 14,270
dnyse

The avernge curation of thoe unemployment oompensatod in Ootoboer was 13«4 days as
nreinst 1147 in Ootobeor, 1942 Puring October of this yoar the average »aicd per boene-
ficlary wos %2372 and tho avernge per compensatod doy of unemploymont was le76 came=
nurod with $21416 por bonoficiary and 51401 per componsnted day in October, 12424

Chequos Cashed igainst Indivicdual Acoounts

The amount of ochoquos cashed in olearing centros roso to a hizh point in November,
thc totnl having been 45,913,203, 300 against $4,U07,.C00,000 in the same month of last
yeare Tho inoreaso, reflecoting heavy payments on the Fifth Victory Loan and aocceleration
of economic notivitics, amounted to no less than 19 por conts Debits during tho eleven
months of this yoar amountod to $46,946,000,200 campared with §41,332,000,000 in the
similar period of last yvar, on incrvase of 1764 pcr cont.

“holesclo Prieses in Novembor

Higher prices in tho vegetatlo, animal and wood products group were responslble
for o further increase of 0e5 points to 102.4 in tho oomposite wholesale index between
Cotobor and Novembere The index for Canadian farm product prices moved to a now wartime
roak of 10442 in Hovember for a gain of JU.6 over Ootoler, movingz abote tho general
wholesale sorios for the first timo sinco 1937 Field products were Ce5 points higher
tt 9143 duo to firmer quotations for eerteln ;reins, potatous, onions and hay, while
the inoroase of 067 to 12547 recorded for animnl products rofleoted furthor strongth
in livestock and oggse No change ocourred in the monthly eampusite indox for 30
industrial materials, tho index holding ct 99.2.

Gonld Troéuoctlon in Oecteber

The Canacdian procuotion of gold in October totnlled 230,062 fine ounces campared
with 282,204 in tho previous month and 385,111 in the corresponding month last yoars
Total output cduring the ton months ended Ooctober woas 3,121,584 fino ouncos cumpcred
4,112,560 in the similer poriod of last year. BEmployocs in auriferous quartz mines,
including both salarlod employces and wage=sarners nunbered 16,053 in Ootober compared
with 16,511 in Soptember and 21,622 in Ootobor a yoar agoe

Brewing of Beer, islo and Torter

The procducticn of beor, cle and porter by the Conadian brewing industry in 1942
cmounted to 129,017,630 gallons valuod at $120,211,668 compared with 90,247,237 gallons
valued at 396,420,962 in 194ls The 1939 produotion totalled 62,730,052 gallons valued
at 959,139,800,

Cuor Loadings on Canccdian Roailwnys

Car loadings for tho week ended December 11 amounted to 71,434 oars as compared
with 73,762 in the provious weolr and 66,724 in tho corroeponding week last yeore Londe
ing;s in the castern clvision inoreased from 42,623 cars in 1942 to 43,493 in the western
Civision from 24,096 to 27,939 carse

Koports Issued During the Vieok

le Rallwny Rovenue Froight Loadings, November (10 conts)e 2e Clay & Clay Frocduots
Tndustry, 1942 (25 ocnts)e 36 Area ond Condition of Occupied Farm Land, 1941 (10 conts)e
“e The Browing Incdustry, 1942 (25 ocnts)e 5e Coffins and Caskets, 1942 (10 conts),
‘e Car Loadings on Canadion Railwnys (10 conts)e 7e Monthly Review of the ‘“hoat
Jituation (10 ocents)e Oe Sex Distribution of the Porsons in Rocorded Employment,
Cotober 1, 1943 (25 oents)e. Yo Chequos Cashed igainst Indivifual socounts, Novemboer
(12 cents)e 10 Statisticcl Report on the Operation of the Unsmploymont Insu ance ..ot,
Ootober (10 cents)s 1ls Frices & Prioco Indoxes, Novembor (10 oonts)e 126 Tho Grain
Situation in Argentina (10 conts)s 13e Gold Produotion, Ootobor (10 oonts)e 1l4e Car
Liadings on Canndian Railways (10 ocnts)e 15. Canadian Groin Statistics (10 oents)e
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