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Worled Whoat Situation

With a billion-bushel wheat crop in sight in the United States and a promising out-
look for the wheai% haryest in Canade, sappreheonsion regarding wheat supolies for the orop
yoar 1944-45 has bcon largely dispelled. The unpredictable.weatherman has brought about
a transformation in both countries and, in placc of the drought which threatened the
whole continent loss than three months ago, we now have complaints «f flooding.

The winter whoat crop {s presently being harvested in the Unitcd States and early
roturns confirm the large ecatimate of productions -This part of the erop is practically
made and in anothor month or sc the spring.wheat harvest will be in full swing in the
United Statesc The -Canadian crop, however, has quite a long way to go and has atill to
face the critioal pericd of growth, but as matters now stand, the general situation is
goods :

. Based on Junc 1 conditions the United States winter whoat orop was estimated at
714,000,000 {ushqls qampared with &30,000,000 bushels harvested in 1943, Spring wheat
production was placed at 320,000,000 bushels or some 13,000,000 bushels zreater than
last ycar's harvest. This makes a total.crop of 1,Q334,000,000 bushels which, if se-
cured, will surpass the record orop af 1,008,000,000 bushels harvested in 1915

It is much too soon to interpret Canadian conditions in terms of bushels but with
a substantial increase ‘in wh.at acreage this yaar, maintenance of prosent orop prospects
could only maan better.than-average production in the Prairie Provincese. Canadian
farmers exrressed their intention to ineremse wheat acreage by nearly 4,000,000 acres
over the 1Y43 seaded area, but actual acreage socded '‘will not be known until figures are
compiled for release in an official report an July 21.

Toliy Coanndn end the United States will have sizeable carry-over stocks of old wheat
on July 31 when fhu vurvoent crop yegar closes, and if orops of better-than-average pro-

portions are obtained on unio siutineant, North-Amerioa will again be in a position to
maintain its large live-stock populatlon and oontribute liberally tc export shipments
during the coming twelve months. 3

The southern hemisphere countries of Austranlia and Argentina are busy seeding their
new wheat orops for harvost in November-Decembor this yoar. Both expect to show aame
increase in acreagc compared with a year ago, and both report genernlly favourable séed=
ing conditionss The drcught in parts of Australia has been relieved to some extent but
the lack of fertilizer is an vnfavourable factor in the Australian piotures Some fer-
tilizer is being imported from South Africa and the shortage may yet be overcome.

In the old worl? avop conditions appear still to be gonerally favourablee The
British rrowers aro reported to have seeded 3,000,000 acres to wheat for the 1944 har-
vest, or nearly doublo the pre.-war average, and though the spring was unusually dry there
are no serious complaints about the -condition of the noew wheat orop. Prospects in neu-
tral countries, principally Eire, Spain, Portugel and Turkey are favourable on the whole,
Both Spain and For®tugal report recent improvement but both countries are likely to re-
main on an import basis for the crop yoar 134445,

The position in octupied countries appears also to be favourable with the possible
oxception of Roumania where growth is backward and the deficiency of fertilizer ia. evi-
dent in many of tho fields. The harvest in North Afrioa is believed to have yielded a
fair surplus and this ocan probably be.used for the feeding of people in Italy. The
south Italian crop will also be available to the United Nations instead of the Nazis.
This is largely o durum vhoat. area,

THee ' IsF & furthc‘ thre&t to the food.supplles of the Nazis in 1944 with the Allies
g L0 Kl CRrCu "y, M L2 ) Sheke - Baras T2 uuuu.uy Prudduei, wila HOW attack-
ing in France whore the harvest has commenced in southern areas. Should the Nazis lose
these crops, plus what they have already lost in the Ukraine and other parts of Russia,
their food supply position in the next twelve months might not be the happy one it has

been during the past four yecarse

(SEE OVERLEAF)
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In India, where & wheat crop of same 387,000,000 bushels has recently been gathered,
there still appears to be shortage of suppliese Conditions are not as critical as they
were a year or so ago but it is expeoted that imports will contimue to be necessary and
food supplies will be generally tight over the next ysar.
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Acroage Planted to Tobaooo

A prelinminary survey indicates that approximctely 88,400 acres have beon planted to
all types of tobaeco this year, an increase of 17,260 acres or 243 per oent over the
71,140 acres planted in 1943. This area exceeds by a slight margin the ncreage goal set
nt the Dceminion-Provinciel Conference in Deoember 1943 and is almost as large as the
92,300 acres planted in 1933, the year of reoord tobacoco production in Canndae

Increcses in acreage are oocmmon to all types of tobaceo, the greatest expansion
being found in the acreage of flue~cured tobacoo in Ontarlec where approximately 68,000
acres are under cultivation this year as oompared with 55,700 acres in 1943, an increase
of 22 per oonts The burley noreage has been inoreansed by 54 per cont and there are also
inereases of 10 per cent in the flue-cured acreage in Quebeo, 32 per oent in sigar leaf
end 20 per cent in the pipe types. '

Long-time average yields, 1927 to 1943, applied to the acreage estimates for 1944
would prcduce approximately 69,200,000 pounds of flueeoured tobaccos 11,500,000 pounds
of burley, 3,500,000 pounds of cigar leaf and 2,300,000 pounds of dark and pipe types,
a totnl erop of approximetely 86,500,000 poundse If caloulated on the basis of average
yields for the past five years, 1939-43, ancther 10,000,000 pounds of flue-cured and
1,000,000 pounds of busley tobaccc 6ould be added to the prospeotive orope

Weather conditions were generally favourable throughout the seedbed and planting
periods, with the result that the crop is well established in all provincese The flue=~
cured .crop in Ontario has an exceptionally good stand which should result in a high
yielding orops The stand of the burley orop is only fair to good owing to oonsiderable
injury from wireworms and other insect pests,

Pinal estimates of the 1943 tobacco crop show a total production of 69,103,900
pounds grown on 71,140 acres as ccmpared with 89,698,400 pounds from 78,730 aores in
1942 The gross farm vaolue of the 1943 orop is estimated at $19,646,200 which compares
with $21,539,100.in 1942, Average prices to growers were higher for all types than the
corresponding prices pald for the 1942 crope

e ————

Business Operations in May

.~ While other fundamentel factors indicating the trend of economic conditions averaged
higher in Mey than in the preceding month, the index of the physical volume of business
receded from 2395 to 236+0s The month under review showed the second consecutive de-
oline from the intermediate high point of 2476 reached in Marche The historiocal maxi-
mum of the index at 248.8 was reccrded in Decembere The gain in May over the seme month
of last year when the standing was 231.8 amounted to about le4 per cente The present:
dimensions of the index at 236 indicates directly the marked expansion in productive
operations since the pre-war period, the index heving been based on the averago for ‘the
five years fram 1935 te 1939,

Two of the main components recorded advences in May over the preceding month, con-
siderable deolines having been shown in mining, mamfaoturing and construotions The
index of mineral production receded from 2475 in April to 23848 fn the month under
reviews. Coal production, however, showed an inorecse at 1,290,000 tons against 1,236,«
000. A majority of the metals and minerals included in the Index recordcd recession in
the latest month for which statistics are available.

" The index of mamufaoturing production recocded from 29143 im April to 286e4e = The
index was also slightly morc than two points below that of May last yeare Tho histomical
maximum of 308e4 was reeched in December, 19434 The index of manufacturing operations ™
based on orop products, rose from 15066 in April to 153.4. The gain was ooccasioned by
hoavy releases of tobacco and a gain in employment in rubber faotories. Despite the
gein in the operations of the meatepacking industry the index bassed upon the manufacturs
of animal products showed o marked deocline.

The textile industry was less aotive despitc a gain in the oonsumption of raw
cotton, The forestry industry recorded minor gain in activities, an inecroase having
been shown in the output of newsprint and in the cutward shipments of lumber and
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shingles. Steel production at 263,431 tons compared with 260,825 resorded a considerable
gain after seasonal adjustment. Further deoline was shown in the index. for the iron and,
steel group generzllys

The new business obtained by the construction industry recorded an inocrease less
than normal for the season, the index receding from 140 to 109+ Eleotrioc power pro-
duotion was partiocularly heavy in May, the index rising 12 roints to 1656 The output
was 3,585 million kilowatt hours against 3,270 million.

The distribution index rose moderately from 17642 to 17846« Distribution of
commoc ities through retail and wholesale outlets wns at a lower positionein the latest
month. Ex-orts amounted to $371 million against $287 million and the index was at a
higher position after the seasonal and price adjustment. Imports rose about 322
million to $159 million, but the adjustments reduced the index to a somewhat lower
position.

Economic Activity in May ocmpared with the Preceding Month
: 1935219393100

1944
Vay April

Physionl Volume of Business ceceecesessscssosvsscsseossencsons 23C40 239,56
Industriﬁl Froduotion 0AC U I 08000000 RSP OEELBELEOLBOLELNGSORELSIIEAOSESD EOE 26308 270.0
Min@r&l Production CEOOND O 0001000000000 00rs0ssoRetsasttossantons 23808 247.5
Gold Receipts R R R R R R R N A N A Y 78e3 88e7
B D G R e o STt oks fa s dalonts ars'si’s's (3,0 318, o adsBiE=al ¢ foleios s o0’y viv o5 ¢ ¢ pud 131.8 \ 13047
M&nuf&cturing R R R N o W A A A N S RN S P 21044 291,.3
Flour Production* -ooc-;--.o--o-.noooo-ooo.oo-oo--.o.o..o'ooo 179.5 205.4
Rolied. "Oa0e DR Re Gt n Matte ol sTois v 010 exniate s slEleRs s 519 570 8 /sleis 278 v s o & o 7043 TSnd
InSpected Slaughterings R R T N N Y I W W N WA 21248 2079
Cattle eseesocecanocacvstservresssnssssetoscsesstsassanesases 124.3 122.2
Sheep €00 O RO 1P E PN EE TN IOEPes eIt et IR OROROCOPOIONTYTS 129.1 152 .8
Hogs S 00 88 B 05 B0 80000 aV0EsE TSIt EE OO0 0Ce0e00tsts0 el 28545 2772
Creamsry Butter €20008°00E0 0890880000008 0000808a600snsrassosscs 1845 129.3
Factory CheeSEe ecssncsascasesoscarscevacsssasnsstssssnsarsascasns 20344 30343
ToODAOOO sseesceenscncorsssssvsetsssesssarsvsssonsodosserossstors 15663 142.,3
Cigar RN TIEL Nty 16 510" ./ 5165 6 0.8 6. 4 88 o 8lshike [s+5 SIS 16 ¢ aVoyssTaMrs) 5 ¢ oD 153.2 16365
Cigurette Re1e0S08 sesrssrecseocsccvsssarcssnssssssacsscnsss 155.0 140.,5
Bo@dts and SHeeEl Brodicfhtilion ®. i « s.e.se s o/ srafisTomers ofarslseis'sls ot e 1887 143.9
el 1 a8l itk stels) o "ORRES s o ishir s siaibiisisie o « 0% ¢ ¢ oio olalbinRakalst® ¢ Sieie s ¥ o 0/5 €i0 o a¥ele 139’3 143.1
Cotton Consumption 8D P 0990800000080 es a0 dsoepsstansconiosen 142.8 13247
Forestry B PR T €8 P 800000800t a0 resattteetUatRtonersoseces 139,/ 11543
Newsprint LR R R R I I I I S S I I S N W AP AT I I ) 3840 9148
Iron and Ste61l seoecosessesstsosssessnssecncscastsnsscunnsens 56545 57443
Pig Iron Procduction seseesccosrssvoscscecancssasnsosnsocsnnnse 241.0 262,9
Sto6l Troduction «sesesvesscessecsssssesccsvenssssscssssssnas 2310 208.2
Congtruotion escec essesesscccsonessvscssssssssssevesossnassos 109,.2 14042
Contraots AWArdoed .oscecesssscevesnssescsenctssscscssssssssnses 121.5 161.8
Building ECTRAE s 0o i ete0sinaestsnesie sBeiecdsoieiseiieseueaes 14847 132.0
Eleotrio POWOYr e¢o32ecncrnessescsconcessancosvanncocosssnasssses 1850 153,11
Distribution seeaecscesseresscnscastncnoncessesnsssccansesas 17846 17642

Marketings =
Grain and Live Sttck M&rketings e Begeecr e ettt etebOesR R Os 217'6 305.5

Grain Marketings - Country Elevators ecesscecccessavceecane 23848 3527
vmoat G Q8 6P Pt BHAND VNES B0 e Pt g rddee et tetrsrRteebanens 269.1 461.8
DBALS8 sseos0resssasssnscssoscacssssnscsososcessstossenssassnse 1C99,0 0378
Live Stock Marketings 185G )90 eseBesssntessosaReRTsOTROROESSES 12543 10047
C&ttle T EEEEERE N E RN I I I AU SR S SRS NN S R A SN I S I NI SN A B N AN N ] 122.7 97.2
CAlVESE sesaeacemnonseceninentesnseststreencddpstoncsnenactesn 101,3 9245
HOPES sasvesoececnsnasonsscsrsenssscsscnsnsrneeasensssvosne 16546 124 .4
Sheep 2808880000300 RCPNOEOSA NN ANEsesestodRRedItastsossonan 584e5 901"
Cold Storage Holdings, lst of following month eveevcevecess 241,1 24068
Butter CAEDN PN OAD AR IOS $P RS POtentRtoRn DO ORSRELNRIIAERRSSDYS 221'0 200.1
ChCEBO cesnses00000esrevrtosassesacsassrnetssseadsobdsnssvsossosae 205.0 12043
BeBf evevecvetcounssiscacrsesenssstssnsnvtostotansvscctone 193.2 21243
i\)t’.. WD A PR PGB BORDOEO NPt IERe Rt EREBBROO RGNV 206.9 234.3
Mutton eeeossevccoonceesencssosresscsssasssnasecsesssccases 33440 223.8
FPOulbry cevesessonceersveccacrennocvaccosonoosecassscnnsoces 2281 229044
Lard e8P EEC . "0 EG BB ST I RN IS EtEL OB RANSe ORI SY 54201 60500
Veul AR PSR EDBOY . NHOeRGLE LRSI ATIETFLEEOTNQREtRBNPQcinttgre 1~8€).4 195'8

# Freceding Month
v ol (SEE OVERLEAF)
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une 1 Cost of Living Index

The Dominion Buroau of Statistics cost of living index on the base 1935-1939=100 &
declined fram 11902 on May I to 119.0 on June le The food index recorded an unusual de-
croase from 13le7 to 13lel, affected by lower prices for potatoos, butier, eggs and onions.
Cabbage, cerrots and lomens were moderately higher, Seasonal influences in June are gen-
erally upward, and in the preceding three years, the food index has registered gains of
2.8, 1le9; and 1,0 points. The only other change in June was for homefurnishings and ser-
vices which moved from 1i8.5 to 118w, Other budget group indexes remained unchanged as
follows: Tent, 11l.9; fuel and lighting, 112e5; olothing, 121.5; and miscellanesus items,
109.0. k.

Index Numbers cof ﬁthosqgg Prices in June

The average price level for Canadian farm procucts reflected a slightly firmer tone
in Juno as indicated by a gain of 0.4 to 102.1 in the index number on the base 1926=100
between the weeks of May 26 and June 30, Field produets moved Q¢4 points higher to 91.1,
cue to upturns for raw len’ tobacco, potatoes and hay. These outweighed a minor decline
in rye. In the animal procucts section an 1noroase of 0¢3 to 120,4 was duoe to stronger
livestock quotetionsa

Moving above the 192€ tase figure of 'TJ0 for the first time since 1026 the composite
index for 30 industrial matcrlals stiffencd 0s5 points to 100.4 betwcen the weeks of
¥ May 26 and June 30: Among : “ub-rroups, the manufocturing materials series registered en
| 1ncrease (01: 4 058 to 8%e9 on contlnued strength 1n r051n quotations, Whlle narrowly higher
; five food mater;a‘s: AL dvop of five conts ‘per ton for imported bituminous coal wos
roflected in a decline Jf U.1 to 120 for the stabile price section.

L -
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Canada 's Fxternal Tende in May

Cenada’s oxternal Qfdéa{fqi@lﬁdlng Fold, was of recerd pro“ort1onu in May, the

. 407,700,000 in t*o coz cspondlng month of ‘last year. The aggregate for tho five
months of this yoa” was $2,134; 780,000, exceedlnU Iast year s corresponding total of

. ¥1.729,886,000 by $404,894, 000
The value 6f merchendise of Canadian origin éxported in May was $368,357,000, the
niizhost valuatlon reccorded in any month in Cdndda's history. The value in the previous
_‘month was $282, 89;,000 and in May of last year, $250,607,000. Deomestic exports during
the fivo months ended May aggrogutad $1,403,; 110,000 compared with $1,028,531,000 in the
similar perlod of last year, an inerease of $374,579,000., Foreign exports in May were
valued at 2,492,000 and in the five months endéd May, 819,620,000,

Commodity  imporss m'nmy‘wero volued at $159,038,000 as compered with 137,487,000
in the previous month ond “‘54 393,000 in the correspondlng month of last year. The
arl for tbe flVO month;,JAdod .ay wa.s 9712 053 000 a8 Oam“ared with $692,922,000 in

Duties collccted in May totalled $16,279,300 compared with 314 255,000 in April
end 316,207,000, in May of last ycar, the otal for the five months ended Moy amounting
to 975,825, OOO @s compeycd dluh ¥62, 469 000 in the 11ke perlod of 1943,

........

........

Canaca's merchandlse~:mporus'in May were. valued at $169,038,000 as compared with
$154, 393,000 in the corrrxpondln month of last year, the total for tho five months
ended May aggrerating $712,050,000 as compared with $692,922,000 in the similar period
of last year. The United States was the leading source of supply, imports from that
country in May hmounting to §127,041,000 compared with $123,968,000 in Moy of last
year, and durlng the flVB months enﬁed May 9586,727,000 canpared with $567,313,000 a
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" May imports frem the United Kingdom were valued at $13,044,000 compared with
812,527,000 & year ago, the value for the five months onded HMay totalling $45,050,000
as oompared with {56,57€,000 “n the same period of last yenre Imporis from other load-
ing countries in May wero ns folilows, totals for May 1943 béing in bracketss British
India, $3,957,000 ($3,166,.00): British West Africa, $1,442,000 ($80,000); Colambia,
$154255000 (¥178,000); Moxioo, $1,258,000 ($907,000); Barbados, $915,000 ($419,000);
argentinag $921,000 {§1,019,000); Jamaion, $880,000 ($927,000%; Vonagzuola, $861,000
($27,000)3 Australia, $8%9,000 (§740,000); Guatomala, $676,000 ($134,000); Fiji,
$672,000 ($105,000j0¢

The following were amongst the loading ocommodities importdd in May, values for
May of last ysar being in brecketis: frults, $6,217,000 (8$3,470,000); vegetables,
$25955,000 {$2,914,000); votton, $8,356,000 ($6,704,000)3 flax, hemp ard jute, '
$25350,000 ($3,255,000); wooly 325879,000 ($8,133,000); rolling mill products, $4,323,000
($65098,000); engines and tollers, 5,681,000 (86,531,000); farm implemsnts, $3,704,000
(81,407,000); maohinery, other than agricultural, $7,560,000 (813,258,000); vehioles,
. $10,112,000 {$7,693,000): elootrical apparatus, $6,817,000 (§$4,555,000)¢ ccal,
$8,964,000 ($8,490,000); petioleum produots, $9,535,000 (88,992,000); chomicals,
$8,043,000 (£6,294,000)0

Clatms for Unemploymout Insurcnoo Bonafits

Local offices of the Unomploymen: Insurance Commission received 4,654 olaims for
unemployment insurance benefit duving May, This ropresents a oonsjideorallc deorease
from the 6445 claims filed in the provious month, but remains wel:i abtove May of last
yoar when 2,027 were filed,

An indicaticn of the muaber claiming and drawing benefit at the and of the month
is given by those signing the live uremployméent registors These nmuuborod 7,329 during
the last six working days of May,ingluding 5,490 males énd 1,839 fernlcse In April,
12,053 signed the regisver, inciuding 9,517 males and 2,536 femalas,

A total of 4,741 c¢laims were 1ooveived at insurance offioes for adjusi.oation during
May compared with 2,135 a yoar agoo The adjudication of most of thoso, together with
olaims pending from ihe previous mcuth, resulted in 4,421 boing odonsidored entitled ..
benefit during the monih covmpared with 1,943 in May of last years

During May, 5,222 persons commenced reoceiving benefit compared with 2;167 in May
19430 There were however; 8,873 porsons whose benefit payments carriod over from
previous months, making a total of j£,095 who received a total of $47Y3,705 for 240,232
oompensated unemployed days. This comparos with 4,848 persons who :sceived a total of
$129,132 for 68,720 days lust Mays

Tho average duration of the wnompioyment ocompensated was 17 daws n May ocompared
with 142 in May, 1043, UThe avoraye amount paid per beneficiary was $33,01 during May
as oomparod with 326264, while the average amount paid per canpensatod duy of unemploy=
ment was $1e97 in Moy this yoor and §1.038 a year agoo

LI £ 0 TT A - —

Finanoing of Motor Vehiocls Sales in May

Finencing of wew and used motor vehicle sales in lay totalled\ﬁaooz units with a
finencod valve of $1,722,416, Tho mmber of vehicles financod was 12 per cent lower
than the 4,563 wehicios financed in May n year agop while an inoroasa of two per cent
was recorded over the dollar volume in May 1943 when the total was $13683,186e Inoluded
in the May 1944 fotals were 260 wow 3uh1a70r filnonsed to the cibenl 1Y 5702 ,381,

Used vehicic financing deciined 17 pér cént in number and 11 per ocent in dollar
volumo, 3,736 units being financed forr $14420,035 compared with 4,420 transactions in-
volving $1,567,080 in May of last yeeve There were 837 new vehiclos financed in the
first five moashs of 1044 a5 oompared with 268 new vehicles financed in the same period

of last'yoars Used vehicles financed in the five month period muemberod 13,959 compared
with 14476 in 19450 !

The mumber ci used vehicles finanged was lower in ell regions of 4he country in
Mey as campcered with May, 1943, Tha total for Manitoba and Saske‘ohowan jombined was
43 por oont bolow Mar of last yoare A decrease of 44 per cont wds rocorded for the
Maritime Provinoes and a 37 per ocent Jooline occurred in Albertae Doorcascs of a lesser
oextent ooccurred in othor sections of tho country, declines amounting to 15 ﬁer cent in
British Cclumbia; 10 per asnt in Quobec and four per cont in Ontarios h

L R i I.“ ( SEE OVERI-IEJ'\F )
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Recession in Industrial Ewnloyment at May 1

A recossion in industrial employment was recorded at the begiwnibg of May when the
14,539 establishments furnishing 1niormat10n to the Dominion Burcau of Statistics ro-
portéd the release cf 23,320 persons, reducing their staffs by 1.3 per cont to 1, 796 3404
The number leid of{ was approximately the same as at the beginning of Moy last yeare.

This was the fifth succsssive monthly reductione Although recent wartime factors have

onded to cut across normal seasons) mcvements, it is probable thet the June 1 survey
will show a resumption of the upwarc courss of oﬂhloyment which was halted at December 1
of last winter. Viithout exception, genernl exponsion in omploymen® has been indicated
at the first of Juns in the years sinco 1920.

The slackening in industrial employment at the bLeginning of May was accompanied by
a roldatively larg o falllng—off in the payrolls disbursed on or about that date, for -
services rendered in the weck preceding.  The latest reported npggrogate of salaries and
wages in the eipght loading indistries was $57,958,026 as compared with 58,897,682 paid
et the beginning of April; this decrease of 16 per cont wns due in part to the diminu-
tion in‘employment, but'alsd resultdéd from lessoned overiimo work, while industrial dis-
putes likewise considerably affected the situatione The per capita earnings fell froam
932437 at April 1 to $32:26 a% the beginning of Mays The May 1, 1943, figure had been
$30259.

To o considerable acxhont, the curtaiimont in emplowsant at May 1 this year took
plaoe in logging,; in which it was soasonal; howevor, the decroase of 23,378 men was
deeidedlv ninwewaserage '{or the' Yime- of ycar,'doubtless roflecting the return of un-
Wwatr Y1 large mumbors of workers to vhe farms, folléwing o winter 'of exceptionally

sat activity in the wood:, There was also an importent redustion of 11,400 persons
in manufacturing; this docline, which was contra-soasonnl, was the largest loss indi=-
cated in any moath since the oulbreak of war, with the oxcepition of those at January 1
of 1940 and 1944,

Several factors woro *oworted as contributing to the raecessicn, the more important
of which were the return of farmers to agriculturs, the military uallmup off sneim| S
cortain categeries, complotion of contracts and shortages of materials. The greatest
curtaiiment took place in iron and steel plants; which released 10,;41 omployoes. The
numbar laid off in tae durable manufactursd goods was 10,752, as campoaed with 744 in-
the produotion of lighl manufactured goods. In the latisr, texiilos showed a consider=
able decrease, excceding tho average declins ot May i¢ Food favtories, on the other
hand, afforded more =smployment.

‘Among the remnining main industrial grouns, mining showed o substantial reduction,
w..lch was abovo-avernge Tfor the begirning of Maye The trend wos upward in communlcations,
transportetion, sonstrustion, services and trades The gein of 6,757 porsons in construc-
tion was groatest, although it vas not equal to the expansion usually incdiocated at May 1.

Based on the 1026 avernpe &s 100, the general index of employment at the beginning
of Moy this yoar was 178:2 compared with 18005 at April 1. The figurs at May 1, 1943,
. was also 178.2. Tha seasonanll-adjusted index fell from 191..2 in the preceding month
to 185,0 at the beginning cf Maye
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Crop Conditions in Conaia
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Increased soil moisture and warm weather have greatly improved tho general crop
conditions throughout tho Merilime Proviunces. Grains are growing rapidly and hay and
sastures have greatly improved. The quality and guentity of the Nova Scotia apple arop
is considerable above that of 1ast vear. Recent roins have bensfited growing crops in
Quebec elthough they came toc late for the hay crop in many areas, Pastures have also
improved matericllys Generally speaking averare crops are now in prospect in this
rrovinee, Ontaric has had fine weatvher and prospects are generally good to excellont.
Hoying is now in full swing and the wheat harvest will be starting shortiye In south-
western Onierio particularly crop conditions have besn excellent and all erops show
good promise. Corn, roohs, poss, beans and othor la%e crops have made good progress
agnd high yields arc in prospoect.

Crop prospects in the thres Prairie Prcvinces were well maintnined, on the whols,
curing the pasi weoke Too much rain foll in parts of Maaiteba with considerable loss
to row crops in the Red River Valley, poteto crops around Winnipeg, and sugar beet orop
areas south of Wimnipegs Cereal crops 1n1”a11tob" coatinmuzd to make good progress and
the early-sown grain jis headed. Reporis from Saskatchewan indicate that crops are two
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woeks ahead of last year, taking the province as n whole, but there romain a mmber of
dry spots and oconditions of shallow rooting which call for more rain. Hoisture is
urgently needed in the extreme south-western areas and north alonz the ilberta boundary.
The- outlook in Alberta is still good. Some deterioration has taken place in south-
sastern part of the province as the result of heat and drought, while the lack of rain-
fall is being folt also in the Peeace River areas Flood damage to the extont of 15 per
cent is roportod from the Edmonton district. Growing conditions generally in British
Columbia have been cxcellent during the past two weeks and moisture conlitions are
satisfaotory in all but a few arsas. A good rospberry crop is now being harvested.

Visible Supply of Conadien Wheat

Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in troansit in North imerica at midnight on June
29 totnlled 282,502,419 bushels, & deoreese of 118,149,438 bushels from last year's ocor-
responcding total of 400,651,857 bushelss This yoar's stocks included 265,751,313 bushels
in Canadian positions and 16,751,106 bushels in United States positionse

Marketings of Wheat and Coarse Grains

Deliveries of wheat from farms in the threc Trairie Provinces during the week ending
June 29 amounted to 8,614,096 hushels as compared with 8,989,032 in the previous week.
During the elapsed portion of the erop year which commenced August 1, 1943, deliveries
from the farms totalled 271,919,404 bushels oompared with 241,265,142 in the corresponding
period of the previous orop yoar.

The following quantities of coarse grains were delivered from farms in the Prairie
Trovinoces during the week cnding Jume 29, totals for the previous weck Leing in Lreockets:
oats, 2,618,193 (2,276,157) bushels; barley, 901,824 (994,549); ryo, 20,202 (19,295);
flaxseed, 24,083 (36,220).

Fruit and Vegetablo Crop Estimates

B

There has been a considerable reduction in the outlook for the fruit crops in
Eastern Canada since the May surveye. The prospects in British Columbia, however, still
remain very brighte A4 very promising bloom, particularly in Ontario failed to set as
wos oxpected and a somewhat smaller over-all harvest is now anticiputede The apple
crop is now estimated at 15,580,000 bushels, which 18 21 per ocent lurger than the 1943
hervest of 12,892,200 bushels, and 14 per cent larger than the ten-year 1934-43 average
ol 13,633,900 busheclse

A 19 per cent reduction in the pear corop is now expeoted, which will bring the
crop to 517,900 bushels compared with 636,800 hushels & year agoe The present orop
will be 15 per oent smaller than the ten-year 1934-43 average of 607,1.0 bushelse The
first estimate of plum and prune orops is only slightly below that of the 1943 harvest
of 363,300 bushels and is at prosent set at 348,500 bushelss The ourrent orop, however,
is 12 per cent larger than the ten-year 193443 average of 311,900 bushels,

The peach production is expected to show an 80 per cent inorease over the very
poor orop of last season and is costimated at 1,138,400 bushels. The final estimate of
the 1943 orop is 633,000 bushels, while the tenwycar 1934-43 averagc is 1,124,400
bushelss The oherry crop will be slightly smaller than that of 1945 at 210,100 bushels
compared with 216,700 bushels, a reduction of 3 per ocente This year's crop, however,
will be 11 per ocent smaller than the ten-year 1934-43 average of 235,400 bushelse.

The dowmward trend in strawberry production evidenced since 1939 contimues, and
the present orop is ostimated at 9,653,300 quarts, a reduction of 40 per cent from the
1943 harvest of 16,082,400 quarts. The ten-year 1934-43 average is 23,475,300 quarts.
Raspberry production will also be bélow that of last season, the orup boing estimated
at 8,432,100 quarts compeared with 9,521,300 quarts. The present estimate is 8 per cent
below the ten-year 1934.43 average of 9,156,200 quarts.

The grape harvest is expeoted to show a 6 per cent inorease over the previous crop
end is estimated at 57,085,500 poundse The 1944 crop will be 16 per ocent above the ten-
year 1934-43 average of 49,130,400 pounds. A roduction of 3 per cont in loganberry
production from last season brings the orop to 1,278,000 poundse The current estimate
is substantially bclow the ten-year 1934-43 average of 1,582,700 poundse A sub-
stantial inorease in the prospoots for the apricot crop over that of last year brings

(SEE OVERLEAF)
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the first ostima e GO 116,500 bushels compared with 24,900 bushels in 1943. Tho current
estimate is 81 per cont grcater than the ten-year 1934~43 average of 64,200 bushels.

The outlook for vegetuble crops throughout the Dominion is very sqt1schtory.
Growth to date hes beean pood and with few oxceptions damage from adverse weather con-
ditions has becn small. The acreago planted in most areas shows a substantial increase
over that of last season. Incomplete returns of & survey recently mnde indicaotes that
shere wili be an over-all increase of 16 per cent over last year in the acreagé of the
four major canning crops, ;©18, beans, corn and tomatoes under contract with ‘the ocanners:
By crops, the pereentage increases arc as-follows: peas 15, beans 10, corn 13, and
tomatoes 24. With the exception of snap benns in Ontario the coniractod acreages are
1&rgev in all prewinses .

e X

Stqgﬁgngﬁ:ggyﬁgr, Cheese nnd Egrs
Storage stocks cf croamery butter in the principel cities of Canaca on the morning

of July 1 were 21,137,372 pounds compared with 7,565,648 on June 1 and 26,157,759 on the
correupon ing da%te of Iast year. Choeso stocks totalled 30,639,803 pounds ocompared with

17,191,116 on June 1 and 24,872,567 on July 1, 1943. .Stocks of shell sggs oméunted to
8,054,345 dozen compnrad with 6,849,901 on Jume 1 and 3,870,579 a year ago, while frozen
eggs on hand tobelige 25,462, 909 pounds canpEred with 22,044,284 lost month and 14, -
597.,7.69, 1o Sl e,

D

Froduntion of Wheat: Fiour in May

Production of wheat ilour in Canada in May ecmounted to 1,962,264 barrels as compared
s with 2,096,996 in the corrasponding month of last year. During the usnimonths of the
present crop year the cutput totalled 20,676,964 barrels as against 19,749,123 inithe
similar pericd of the previous crop- year, an incroease of 927,841l-barreise

The quantity of whont ground in Mey was 0,619,952 bushels as ctmpared with 9,276,158
in May of last year; Lringing the “ota* for the ten months of the c¢rop year to 91,090,072
bushels, compared with 87,916,004 in the samo period of the previeus crop year. In the
coarss grain group, oabts, barley and buckwhoat grindings weire higher, while corn and

mixed grain wero lower,

O e ]

Indexes of Retail | Salos Ja May
The amouat of monoy spont by customers in retail stores in May wes nine per cent
greater than in the corresponding month of last ycer, according to index numbers come
pileé by the Dominjion Burenn of Statistics. The goneral index of sales on the base
1935-1939=10C stands at 176.7 for May this yoar as compared with 162.7 in ‘May, .1943.

Sales during the five mcnths of this year avernged seven per cent above the volume of
business transacted im the similar peried ol lost year.

L marked gain of 20 per cent in depariment store sales comtributed in largo measure
to the increese ir the trade in May. Food stores, which constitute the other important
component in the generel index, had an increzso of only two per cont. Rodio end elec-
trigel store sules wers down.by theeé per coni, while gains ranging from one per cent
for variely storos %o 1% per csnt for hardware stores wers recorded.

o — w2t

Wholesale Grocory Sgios in May
108 increased 21 per coent in Moy over the volume of business
tran»acced in Ma\'of iass year, according to data received from 75 of the larger whole-
sale houses,in Canace, Soles in May this year wore valued at $21,447,200 as compared
with $17,741,000 in the corresponding month of last years During the five months. of
this year salos avereged 11,6 per cent higher than in the same period of last year.

R e

Indexes of Countvy General Store Sales

Sales in countrv general stores averaged nine per cent higher in May than in the
corresponding monvh cf last year, with pains being recorded in all rogions of the
country. - Tho unadijusted index of sales on the Lase 1935-1939=100 was 17203 in May
campared with 16l.l in iley of last year. Salos during the five months ended May:
sveraged 10c4 per seni higher than in the similar period of last years
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Reduotion in Deaths Due to Motor Vehiole Accidents

A very considerable reduction in the number of deaths dus to motor vehicle accidents
was recorded in Canada in 1942, sccording to final figures released by the Dominion Bur-
eau of Statisticse. The number was 1,409 as oompared with 1,852 in 1941 end 1,723 in 1940.
The death rate from this cause at 12.1 per 100,000 population was the lowost since 1935
and compares with 1Cel in 1941 and 15.2 in 1940,

All provinces except Saskatochewan and British Columbis showed cdecreases in the
number of deaths from motor vehicle accidents in 1942 as ocompared with the preceding
year. Totals were as follows by provinces, with the figures for 1941 in braoketss
Frince Edward Island, 8 (9); Nova Sootia, 72 (104)3 New Brunswick, 52 (89); Quebec, 363
(485); Ontario, 610 (835); Manitoba, 52 (79); Saskatchewan, 58 (45); Alberte, 62 (78);
British Columbia, 132 (128).

Saskatchewan hnd the lowest provincinl death rate from motor vehicle acaoidents in
1942, namely, 6e4 per 103,000 population and Manitobe stood next with a rate of 7.0.
The highest provincial rate was 16,0 in British Columbie followed by Ontario with a rate
of 15.9.

There was a large inoremse in 1942 in the number of deaths due to air transport
accidents when 589 were reported as compared with 357 in 1941. The number of suicides
in 1942 was 039 oompered with 89€, homicides 113 campared with 130, ascidental drownings
991 campared with 1,018, railway accidents 322 compared with 277, struet car and other
road transport accidents 140 compared with 156, and deaths in mines and quarries 158
compared with 199,

Qutput of Central Electric Stations in May

Contral dlectric staticns produoed 3,584,515,000 kilowatt hours in May, which was
the greatest output in any month to dates The total for the previous month wos 3,277,-
193,000 kilowatt hours and in May of last year 3,511,201,000. During the five months
of this year production totalled 17,203,640,000 kilowatt hours oompared with 16,311,543,~
000 in the similar period of last yoar.

Reports Issued During the Week

le Advance Preliminary Statement of Stocks of Canadian Buetter, Ciheese and Eggs
' in the Principal Cities of Canada, July 1 (10 cents).
2. Central Electric Stations, May (10 cents).
3. The Employment Situetion, May (10 cents).
. 44 Telegraphic Crop Report, Cenade (10 cents).
5« Gainfully Ococupied by Industry and Sex for Urban Centres of 10,000 and Over,
1941 (10 cents).
6+ Frico Movements, June (10 cents).
7« Donths from Extornal Violence, 1942 (10 cents)e
8. Trade of Cannda, May (10 cents).
9, Car Loadings on Canadian Railways (10 cents).
10. Tobacco Crop Report (10 cents).
11. Monthly Review of the Wheat Situation {10 cents).
12, Production of Asphalt Roofing, May (10 cents).
13. Sales of Asphalt Roofing, May (10 oents)e ‘
14 Monthly Indexes of Country General Store Smles, May (10 cents),
15, Monthly Financing of Motor Vehicle Sales, May (10 cents).
16« Imports by Principal Countries, May (10 cents).
17. Summary of Cenada's Imports, May (10 conts).
18+ Statistical Report on the Operation of the Unemployment Insurance Act,
Mey (10 cents).
19, Fruit and Vegetable Crop Report (10 cents).
20 Gainfully Occupied by Industry, Sex, Age, Conjugal Condition, Etos,
Frince Edward Island, 1941 (10 ocents).
21, Current Trends in Food Distribution (10 ocents).
22. The Brass and Copper Froduots Industry, 1942 (25 cents).
23, Canadian Grain Statistiecs (10 cents).
24, Monthly Indexes of Retail Seles, May (10 ocents)e
25, Canadian Milling Statistics, May (10 cents).
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