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Increase in Business ictivity in August Over Proceding Month

The volume of production shuwed a slight increase in August over the preceding
months The index of the physical volume of business after showing & downward trend dur-
ing the first seven months of the year rosc about one polnt in the month under review,
the standing being 233.1 agoainst 232.2 in Julye The lovel was apprcoiably below that of
the same month of last year when the index was 241.0. :

The foctors indicating the trend of minorel production showed a rocession in
August from the preceding monthe Coal production was 1,377 thousand tons against 1,171
thousande Gold receipts at the Mint rose from 215,093 fine ounces to 231,918 while ship-
ments of silver showed considerablec reocessione

Manufaocturing production recorded an increcse over July but failed to countor-
balance the recession of the preceding monthe The index wns 29145 against 28746 in the
preceding monthe The standing in August last yocr was 290.8s The flour milling industry
was at a somewhat lcwer position in the latost morth for which statistics are avoilableo,

A marked gain was shown in the release of tobacco, cigarettes made available having boon
1,097 million against 882 million. Inoresase was also shown in the reloase of cigers which
amounted in August to 152 million.

The meat packing industry showed a reoossion in operations during Lugust, the
index of slaughterings receding from 187 to 175¢8s The output of deiry produots on the
other hand recorded a minor gain after seasonal adjustmonte The index of output in the
textile industry was nearly maintainod, the use of raw cotton inecrocsing from 1146
million pounds to 1249 millione The forestry industry recorded a considcrable increase
in operationse The output of newsprint rose from 244,406 tons to 262,695 tonse Wood=
pulp exports also showed a considerable inoroase while reocessions were shown in the out-
ward movement of planks, boards and shingless

An increase was shown in the cutput of steel ingots and castings while tho cutput
of pig iron recoded to a lowsr lovele The index of operations in the iron and steel
industry was 593, a zain of about 10 points over the preceding month, The new business
obtained by the construction industry showed decline, the index dropping about 7 points
to 9le6. Construction contracts awarded were $242 million agoinst $3242 million in
July. Electric power production showed a slight pain in August oompared with the pre-
ced ing month but the high levels of May and Junc wers not regained, Retall scles,
after the usual adjustment were at a samewhat lower level in the latest available month
while gain was shown in the output of sales through wholesale outletse Imports rose
from $148.5 million to $15743 million contrasting with tho recession in oxports from
$282 million to $259 million.

Eoonomic Aotivity in August oompared with the Preceding Month
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soononic activity in August compared with the Preoeding Month - conoluded.
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Cannda 's Exte:nal Trade in August

Canada's external trade, excluding gold, was valued at $416,510,000 in August
compared with $430,235,000 in the preceding month and $444,241,000 in the corresponding
month of last y:are The aggregate for the first eight months of the ourrent year was
$3,479,990,000 oomper:d with $3.029,435,000 in the similar poriod of 1943, an inorease of
14.9 por oonte ' B

Domestic merchandise exports in August woro of the value of $257,021,000 compared
with $278,713,000 in July and $292,862,000 in August of last yosare The total for tho
first oight months of this year aivansod to $2,282,002,000 from last yearts corrosponding
total of $1.874,209,000, or by 21.8 per ocente

Commodity imports in August wore valued at $157,324,000 compared with 3148,452,000
in the previons month end 149,135,000 in the odrresponding month of last yoare During
the first eight months of 1944 tha value was $1,170,304,000 compared with $1,139,702,000
in the oumparable period of last year; an ineroase of 2,7 per cents

Dutios ocollected on imports ir August amounted to $15,954,000 oanpered with
%13,278,000 in July end $16,206,000 in August of lost year, the sgeragato for the first
oight months of this year standing at $119,890,000 compared with $110,054,000 in the liko
period of 194d,



Canada's Merchandise Imports in August

The value of Canada's merchandise imports in August amounted to $157,324,000
compared -with $149,135,000 in the corresponding month of last year, an advance of 5.5 per

cent, The total for the first eight months of the current year was §$1,170,304,000
compared with $1,139,702,000 in the similaer period of last year, an increase of 2.7 per
cent.

The United States was tne leading source of supply, August imports from that
country amounting to 3138,252,000 compared with $124,887,000 in August, 1943, and in the
first eight months ¢f this year, $971,217,000 compared with $933,287,000 in the com-
parable period of last year. Imports from the United Kingdom in August were valued at
$4,564,000 compared with 810,893,000 in August 1943, the eight-month figwre standing «t
$64,889,000 compared with $90,430,000 a year &ago.

August commodity imports from other leading couutries were as follows, totals
for August 1943 being in brackets: British India, $1,156,000 (3655,000); British Guiena,
4961,000 (3662,000); Jamaica, $1.413,000 (§$604,000); Newfoundland, £1,298,000 ($829,000);
Australie, $915,000 ($1,409.000): Argentina, $842,000 ($1,089,000); Colombia, 31,631,000
(3139,000); Venezuela, 31,349,000 ($3,000),

The following were amongst the principal commodities imported in August, totals
for August 1943 being in brackets: fruits, $6,403,000 (35,109,000); coffee and chicory,
31,101,000 (3866,000); row cotton, 33,675,000 (32,161,000); cotton fabrics, 33,585,000
(42,643,000); rolling mill products; 34,943,000 (36,510,000); engines and boilers,
$13,334,000 (94,614,000); farm implements, $4,685,000 ($2,247,000); machinery, othor than
agricultural, 36,598,000 (310,243,000); vehicles, $7,071,000 (37,502,000); electrical
apparatus, 34,377,000 ($4,316,000); coal, 310,813,000 (310,629,000); petroleum products,
$11,180,000 (39,583,000); chomicals, 6,867,000 (36,485,000); glass and glasswaru,
81,042,000 (3920,000).

Continuing Committee on Financial Statistics

The Continuing Committee appointed at the 1943 Dominion-Provincial Crnf'erence on
Provincial Financial Statistics has just concluded its second meeting held in Ottawa
on September 25, 26, 27 and 28. The duties of the Committee were to endeavour to
standardize definitions end terminology relating to Provincial rdvenues and exponditures,
assets and liabilities and other related mattors. The Chairman of the Committee reports
considerable progress has been rede towards formulating standard classification whioh
will contribute to greater uniformity and comparability in Provincial Financial Statistics.

Visible Stpoly of Canadian Wheat

Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North America at midnight on
September 21 totalled 303,779,436 bushols, & decrease of 73,592,369 bushels from last
year's corresponding total of 377,371,805 bushels. Stocks this year included 278,606,409
bushels in Canadian positions and 25,174,027 in United States positions.

Farmers! Moarketing of Wheat and Coarse Grains

Farmers in the three Prairie Provinces marketed 13,088,045 bushels of wheat
during the week ending September 21 as campared with 15,299,652 in the previous week.
During the elapsed portion of the present crop year which commenced August 1, deliverios
from the farms totalled 51,962;598 bushels compared with 31,586,191 in the similar
poriod of the previous crop year.

The following quantities of coarse groins were also delivered fram farms in the
Prairie Provinces during the weck ending September 21. totals for ths previous week
boing in bracketss oats, 2,442,649 (2,658,683, bushels; barley, 4,933,567 (5,126,875);
rye, 184,555 (286,159); flaxseod, 422,001 (388,261).



Feur~Day D.ainion-Provincial
Conforence on Vital Stqﬁisticg

The Fourth Dominion-Frovincial Conference on Vital Statistias,. which was called to
discuss problems arising cut of the collection and tabulation of vitul statistics records,
was opened on Tuesday, September 26 by S. A. Cudmore, Dominion Statistician, on behalf of
The Hon. James J. MacKinnon, Minister of the Department of Trade end Cormmerce who was
unable to be present. Mr. Cudmore v~s elected Chairman of the confurence, while Mr. Donald
MecKic, Deputy Registrer General of Alberta was elected Vice-~Chairman. /A similar
conference was held in Cctober of last year.

Following the election of the Chairmen and Vice-Chairman,; committees were appointed.
Dr. Halbert L. Dunn of Washington, D.C., Chief Statistician for Vital Statistics of the
Bureau of the Census, addressed the conference on the “Importance of Balance betwoen
Registration Service and Vital Statistics," followed by T.J. Duffield of New York City,
President of the fmericen Association of Registration Exocutive, whc spoke on the subject
“Vital Records and the Public Health."

The conferencs 2ealt with problems in tabulations of births. deaths and marriages
by place of residence, including non-resident births; deaths and marriages in Caneds,
the United States and other countries, as well as place of residence of overseas fatal
casualties. The discussion of these problems was led by J. T, Marshall and Miss Ida M.
Moffatl or the Vital Stevistics Division of the Domini~: Buroca: of Statistics.

Horbert Marshall, Assistant Dominion Statisticien, addressed the conference on
"The Collection of Vital Statistics Deta in Respect to Racial Origins". Dr. P.E. Moory,
Indian Affuirs 3rancl, Department of Mines and Resources reported on “he progress of
Indian registration. The roport dealt with the use of special fecrms for registering vital
facts respecting Treaty Indians. It was breught out that ia the provinces in whioh these
forms were in use, satisfactcry results hed been achieved. However, in view of the fact
that the schieme has teen in operation for a comparatively shori period, the conferenco

recommended that an additional trial period be given those forms before final adoption.

The conference discussed reports subaitted by the Vital Statistics Section of the
Canadian Public Health Asscciation. The proposed Canadian stillbirth code, the revision
of the handbook on death registration end certification, current vitul statistics dats,
and the form and content of the sannual vital statistics report, were among the subjects
dealt with.

With respect to the drafting of a standard form for the collaction of divorce sta-
tistics, the delegates were provided with a sample form covering the maximum emount of
statistical data which would bte required on this subject. After scme discussion the
conference decided the matter should be given further detailed study in cansultation with
local representatives,

The conference dealt with the repor® of the special cormittev on delayed registra-
tions of births. This involved a discussion of the type of form and evidence which should
be sulmitted in connevtion with this highly important mtter. With the submission of the
reports of the resolutions and other committees, the general sessions of the conference
were concluded,

The following were the of ficial provincial delezates to the conference: Dr. B.Ce
Keeping; Prince Edward Island; Dr. He Robertson, Nova Suotie; Dre CoWe MacMillan, New
Erunswick; Dr. Paul Parroi; Quebss; F.V. Johns, Ontario; Miss L. E. Stewart, Manitobaj
Dc. Fo C. Middloton, Saskatchowan: Donuld MaczKie, Alberta: J.D.B. Scctt, British
Columbias R. A. Gibson, Yukon and Northwest Territories. The Dominion Buretu of Stotistics
wik . . rep:2sented by S. 4. Cudmore, Dominion Statisticien: Herbert Marshall, Assistant
Daminion Statisticien; and J. T« Marshall, Chiof of the Vital Statistics Division.

Dominion of Saneda deparimental representatives included the followings R. B. Bryee,
Department of Finance; A, D. Watson, Department of Insurance; Eric Stangroam, Department
of Labour; Dr. P. E- Moore, iIndian Affairc Branch, Department of Mines and Resources;
C. E« S: Smith, Imaigration Biench, Depariment of Mines and Resources; Dr. J. J. Hoagoerty,
Department of Pensions and National Health; end Arthur H. Hinds, Secnate of Canada.

Other organizations weroc represented by the following: R. J. Duffield, Ameriocan
Association of Regisiratlicon Executives; Wing Cormender A. H. Sellers, Canadian Medical
Association; Dr. il. E. lMckinnon, Canadien Public Health Association; dr. G. J. Wherrett,
Canadian Tuborculosis Associuntion; Dr. G. F. Davidson, Cencdian Welfare Council; Dr. Ant.
B. Valois, Departmert of Health, City of lMontreal; Dr. Gordon Bates, Health League of
Canade; end Dr. Halbert L. Duan, United Stetes Burocau of the Census.
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Dr. E. Couture and Dr. F. S. Burke of the Department of Pensions end National
Health also attended. Dr. Q. A, Lemieux, A. H, LeNeveu, N. Keyfitz, and Dr. Enid Charlos
of the staff of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics were present, as were A, Packford,
Assistant Provincial Registrar of Alberta, and R. B. Wallace, Registrar of Vital Sta-
tistics for Ontario,

Members of the administiative staff of the Vital Statistios Division of the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics who were present at the conference includeds Dr. Mary A.
Ross, Miss E. Clarke, Miss R. Blackburn, H. G. Page, Miss I. M, Moffatt, Miss W. O'Brien,
and Miss M. A. Charbonneau.

Publication of 1943-44 Edition
«” Canada Year Book .ianounced

The 1943-44 edition of the Canada Year Book, published by authorization of the Hon.
James 4. MaoKinnon, M.P.; Minister of Trade and Commerce, is accounced by the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics. On grounds of war-time economy, the 1343 edition of the Year Book
was not published and the present volume has therefore been planned to cover developments
over a two-year period. perhaps more important from the standpoint of the changes in our
internal economy than any other like period in the Dominion's history. The problem of
including all necessary new material and at the same time keeping the volume down to
convenient linits has not been an easy one to solve end, whenever possible, space has hnd
to be saved by reference to earlier editions for standard material.

The Canada Year Book is the officiaml statistical annual of the oountry and contains
6 thoroughly up-to-date account of the natural resources of the Dominion and thoir de-
velopment, the history of the country, its institutions, its damography, the diffcrent
branches of production, trade, transportation, finence, education, etc. -~ in brief n
comprehensive study within the limits of a single volume of the socianl and econonic
conditions of the Dominion.

The War haw now cut deeply into the national economic structure and the statistics
of almost every chapter of the present edition of the Year Book reflect the extent to
which war production and war-time controls have played their parts in maintaining output
and supporting the price structure against growing pressuwres from all sides. The follow-
ing are typical of:the special war articles includeds The War end Canadian Agriculture;
The Influence of the War on the Pulp and Paper Industry; the Effects of the War on the
Canadian Fisheries; The Influence of the Present War on Manufacturing; Wartime Controls
Affecting Distribution and Trade; The Wartime Control of Transportation; and the Activie
tiocs of the Wartime Prices and Trade Board in Controlling Prices, Rents and Supplies.

Public finance is the backbone of the war effort and the chapter dewvoted to this
highly importent subject has been recast to adequately cover the developments taking
place. The all-important subject of national income receivee new and extended treat-
.ent in part.I; part II deals with the subject of Dominion, Provinciel and Municipal
Finance; a now field is covered in part III, where outstanding developments in taxation
are discussed. An entirely new section deals with the incidence of succession duties
on typical estates,

Attention is called to some of the more important features of the present volume
that do not relate specifically to the War. These include the following feature articles:
Tie Canedian Government's Reindeer Experiment; Meteorology Related to the Science of
Aviation; Cenadat's Present Status in the British Commonwealth of Nations; Development of
" Mershlands in Relation to Fur Production and the Rehabilitetion of Fur Bearers. The
chaptor desling with pcpulation presents as complete & picture of the 1941 Census as will
appear in any one edition of the Year Book and includes a very completo analysis of the
occupations of the Canadian people.

Recent studies have stimulated the public discussion of questions concerning social
wolfare and the post-war rehabilitation of personnel from the ermed forces to a point where
it has been thought dosirable to introduce two new chapters. These denl with welfare
services and-post-war reconstruction and the rehabilitation of ex-service personnel.

These chapters bring together the work Canade is elreandy doing in these fields under now
chapter heoadings wherein it is related to the investigations thet have been carried on

and that point the way to future developments.

The need for war-time economy expresses itself in the smaller number of inserts and
charts in this volume as compared with recent editions, and also in the accomplishment in
huving kept the edition down to within 1,200 pages although it covers &« two~year period
crowded with events of great significance,



<~

By e speoinl concossion, a limited number of paper-ﬁound copios have boon sot aside
for ministers of roligion, bona fide students and school teachers, whe may obtain such

coples at the nominal price of $1,00 each. iplication with romittance for thesc special
coples must be forwoarded to the Dominion StpCfﬁ#&cian, Dominion Bureau of Statistios.

The oloth-bound edition of the Canada Yvar Book 1s held for sale By the King's
Printer, Ottawa, at $2.00 a copys Remittance should be made by money ordor, postal note
or aoccpted eheque payable to the Receiver Genorcl of Conade.

spplications for Unemployment Insurance Benefit

The number of applications for Unamployment Insurance benefit rcocived by local
offices in August was 3,241 oompared with 3,226 in June and 3,106 in Julys ALlthough the
numbor of appliocants each month has not beon large, the figures for 1944 continue sub-
stantially higher than those for the corresponiing months of 1943, During fugust of last
year, 1,370 appliocations were filed.

A slight increase wns recorded in the number of persons who signod the live unem-
ployment registor during the last six working days of August when the total was 5,408
oompared with 4,488 in Julye All persons who report unemployed days in accordancc with
the provisions of the Act must sign tho live unomployment register once a wooke

During August, 2,263 claims were considered ontitled to benefit, 698 not ontitled
to benefite The chicf reasons for non-entitlement to benefit were, in order of their
importances voluntarily left employment without just cause, insufficlent contributions,
refused an offer »f work and neglected an opportunity to worke.

A total of 4,746 persons received one or moro benefit payment curing hupust com=
pared with 4,753 during July and 1,104 during August lest year. Thess benoficiarios
were poid o total of $108,688 for 57,547 unemploycd days in isugust as against $135,256
for 71,035 days paid the 4,753 persons in July and $28,393 for 16,467 days paid the
1,104 porsons in Aupust, 1943,

The average numbcr of doys paid per beneficiary was 12.1 days in August, 1449
deys in July and 149 doys in August, 1943. The avcrage amount of benefit paid poer
beneficiary was $22490 Curing August, $28.46 during July and 325472 Quring fugust lost
yeare The average amount paid per oompensated day of unemployment was $le89 In Lugust,
£1690 in July and $1e72 last Auguste

Index Numbers of Wholesnle Frioces

The general index number of Canadian wholesale prices on the base 19268100 deolined
02 points during aupust to 102,3 from the July stancing of 102.5. In Aupust of last
yoar it wos 100.4s Compared with the praceding month, increases were recorced in whole-
sale prices for flox, peas, calves, hogs, butter and eggs, while decreases werc shown
for rye, potatoes, onions, rosin, steers and lambse

The index for the vegetable products group <¢oolined to 9446 in August from 9561
in July, while the cnimal products index rose to 10640 fram 10549, anl that for chemical
products to 100e3 frum 10040« Other group indoxes vomained unchanged as follows: texe
tile procducts, 91e¢7; wood products, 11840; iron products, 117.0; non-forrous motals, 79.7;
and non-metallic minerals 102.3.

The index number for Canadian farm products deolingd to 10le2 in August from 102,0

in July, or by O«8 pointse The field products indox reosded to 91.2 from 91.8, and
animal procduots to 1179 from 119.0,

Car Loodings on Canacian Railways

Car Yeoadings on Canadlon railways during tho week ended Sgptomber 16 increecsod to
a new high reaord for the year at 74,864 carse In the oorrespoyding week of last year
the total was 73,411 carse In the eastern division, loadings inarensec fram 46,529 to
48,427 cars and in the western division the total fell from 26,882 to 26,437 cars,
lighter coal shiymonts being the main cause of the cooline.
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Total grain shipments increased from 9,693 oars in 1943 to 10,533 cars, both divi-
sions showing increases. Coal decreased fram 6,727 to 5,842 cars, logs and other forost
products frop 2,295 to 1,933 cars and ores and other mine produots from 4,199 to 3,701
cars, Hay and straw more than doubled, or from 336 to 717 cars. Fresh fruits and froesh
vegetables showed good increases, while sugar rose from 236 to 474 oars. Other group
showed small changes.

Canadian Balance of International Myments

Canada's external cconomic relations are revealed in outline by statements of the
Canadian balance of international payments issued by the Dominisn Bureau of Sta-
tisties. The statements present, in a statistical form, an sumary of the commerocial and
financial transactions occurring between Canada and other countries. They furnish,
therefore, an overell view of the cxternal relatlons of the Canadian cconomy just as
national income studies provide an outline of its internal structure. 1In an economy suoch
&s Canada's where external sources of income and demand furnish an important dynamic
element to activity within the country, the balance of payments focuses attention upon
the impact of external demand upon the Canadian economy, the expenditure of ineome out-
side of Canada, and the resulting financial and exchange aspects. Dwing the war trans-
actions on external account have constituted an even larger proportion of the national
income than formerly. In 1943, gross credits on current account representad almost onc=-
half of the national income compared with approximately one-third in the period befors
the war.

In 1543 totel oredits on ourrent account with all countries of 34,064 million ex-
oeeded total current debits of 32,858 million by 31,206 million. This balance comparcs
with credit balances on current eccount of $1,101 million in 1942, 23491 million in 1%41
and 3126 million in 1939. The moderate increase in the credit balance in 1943 was due
to & sharp inorease in total debits as well as in credits whereas in the earlier yoars
of the war oredits were expanding much more rapidly then debits. The increase in
current payments to the Sterling Area which exceeded the gain in credits in the same
agcount, was particularly notable. Credits, debits and balance are, of course, at rocord
levels and reflect the great expansion in the Canadian economy with the export of war
produotion to the many theatres of war throughout the world.

It should be pointed out that the existence of these large cradit balances on
current account has not turned Canade into a creditor country on international investment
account. Canada has, in fact, had credit balances on current aoccount eaoch year since 1933,
large parts of the credit balances in recent years do not give rise to any inoreases in
Canadian assets abroad or decreases in Canadian liabilities ebroad because of the nature
2f the balance of peyments with the Sterling Ares in recent years. External investments
in Canade still exceed Canadian investments abroad by a very large margin,

The dominant characteristic of the balance of payments between Canada and the
Sterling Area, a large excess of Canadian exportsand other sources of balance of pay-
ments oredits over imports and other debits, was again pronounced in 1943. But due to
the sharp increase in the overseas expenditures of the Dominion govermment in connection
with the Canadian forces overseas the net eredits on current account in 1943 were 31,216
million compared with $1,269 million in 1942, 3805 million in 1941, $419 million in 1940
end 3176 million in 1939,

Total oredits in the account with Enmpire countries continued to expand in 1943.
The primcipal change occurred in merchandise exports which again increased considerably,
but less rapidly than in 1942, While the gains were distributed emonyg; most commodities
there was more concentration of the increases in munitions and food than in raw materials
or other commodities. It should be noted, however, that these exports did not all give
rise to British payments to Canada as the figwes include as well as cash purchases the
substantiel amounts of munitions and food and other commodities which were supplied as
Mutual Aid to the United Kingdom and Australia in 1943.

Total debits in the current sccount with Empire countries inocreased moro sharply
in 1943 than in any earlier year being 3850 million compared with 3557 million in 1942 and
3326 million in 31939, The increase was almost entirely due to the expension in the
oexpenditures overseas on account of the Canadian forces abroad which more than doutled
in 1943, being 8499 million compared with $191 million in 1942,

Developments in the balance of payments with the United States dollar arca in 1943
were more diverse. The current sccount with this area was practicelly in cquilibrium in
contrast to the largo debit belances in the earlier years of the war. Imports of materials
and components necessary for the increased volume of production reached record lovels,
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There were also large purchases of equipment in the United States for the Canadian armed
sorvices. But sales to the United States of Canadian munitions and other commodities

were also at higher levels. In part, these represented larger expcrts of munitions and
matorials arising from the Hyde Park arrangements, but growing United States demands for
eroin and other commodities resulting from shortages accompenying the great expansion in
war production in the United States, are also reflected in these increased credits. !

There were other unusual receipts of United States dollars in 1943 as well, United

States govermment expenditures on <-fence activities in Canada such es the construction
of the Alaska Highway, the Canol project, and the airfields in Northern Canada gave rise
to large non-recurring receipts. Then, in addition to these unusual ourrent receipts,
there were also extraordinary large imports of capital from the United States from heavy
United States purchases of outstanding issues of Canadian bonds. Early in 1943, there

was also the special receipt of United States dollars from the United Kingdom in settle=-
mont of that part of the British deficit in Canada which was noct met by other special
means .

It should be noted, however, that although the shortage of United States dollars
was alleviated in 1943, Canadatls current account with the United States dollar area wms
only brought relativcly close to equilibrium, for the first time since 1937, and the
current account with the United States alone still showed & debit balance of $19 million,
since large perts of the receipts of United States dollars were oither on capital account
or derived from transactions with other countries. This small deficit in 1943 campares
with deficits on current sccount with the United States cof $180 million in 1942 and (318
million in 1941,

Anticipated Pelt Production of Fur Farms

Preliminary estimates incdicate that there were approximately 68,000 standard silver
foxes and 21,000 new type foxes on fur farms in Cenada et Jenuary 1, 1944, It is esti-
mated that approximately 112,000 silver fox pups and 40,000 new type pups were raised
this year. The number of standard silver foxes to be pelted in 1%4 is estimted at
106,600 and new type foxes to be pelted at 32,500. The total number of adult standard
nink on farms at the heginning of the year is ostimeted at approximately 110,000 with
an additional 1,500 new type mink. Stamnderd mink kittens reised in 1944 are estimated
at 243,000 and new type kittens at 6,400. The number of standard mink to be pelted in
1944 is estimated at 212,800 ind the number of new type mink to be pelted at 930.

Count of Ration Book Number 4
As Indication of Posu-Central Migreation

A count of the fourth ration book indicates & continuance of the migration within
Canada shown by counts of eaoh of the first three books, according to a report issued
by the Dominion Bureau of Statisticse The war has favoured certain provinces with
respect to population and to cause others to lose. The largest gain through civilian
migration in the three year period since the census of 1941 was shown by British
Columbia and the larpgest loss by Saskatchewan.

The cities of Canada have, in general, gained very greatly and this is most con-
spilcuous in the case of the larger cities. The countries containing Montreal, Toronto
end Vancouver seem to have added something of the order of 50,000 persons each throuh
civilian in-movements.

The estimated population of the nine provinces of Canade, btased on the count of the
fourth ration book wes 11,927,000 at April 1, 1944, an increase of 438,000 since Junme
1941. The population of the province of Ontario recorded an increase by in“ernal
migration of 58,000 over 1941 and British Columbias 90,000, while thet of Saskatchewan
declined 86.000 and Manitoba 25,000; the net chenge in the numbers of persons actually

present involves as well natural increase and enlistments in the ammed forces.

Produotion of Crude Petroleum in July

The Canadian output of crude petroleum and naturel gesoline in July totalled 812,083
barrels campared with 824,507 in the preceding month and 847,486 in the correspording
month of last year. During the first seven months of the surruic jour; production aggreo-
rated 5,847,920 barrels compared with 5,885,356 in the similar periocd of 1943.
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Alborta's output—tr~July-wis precorded at 730,184 barrels, including 687,229 barrels
“Parner-Valley Fiecld, 1,769 from the Wainwright-Ribstone field, and 41,186 frem
other fieldss Production in New Brunswiock in July amounted to 1,855 barrels, in Ontario
11,660, and in the Northwest Territories 58,384 barrels.

""-Production of Notural Gas in July

Production of natural gas in Canada in July amounted to 2,560,267,000 oubio feet
compared with 2,827,485,000 in the preceding month and 2,293,086,000 in the ocorresponding
month of last years During the first seven monihs of the present year, production total-
led 28,972,556,000 cubic feet oompared with 26,567,694,000 in the like period of 1943,

Seles of Gasoline in June

Sales of motor, tractor and aviation zrados of gasoline in Canada during June o=
mounted to 94,506,000 gallons oompared with 95,994,000 in the preceding month and 88,=-
261,000 in the ocorrespcnding month of last yoar. During the first half of the ocurrent
year, sales totalled 439,705,000 gallons oompored with 386,761,000 in the comparable
period of 1943e

Production of Iron and Steel in Aupust

Production of pig iron in Canade in August emounted to 151,452 net tons ocompared with
164,906 in the corresponding month of last ysare The total for the latest month in-
oluded 123,068 tons of basio iron, 18,034 tons of foundry iron and 10,350 tons of
malleable iron. During the first eight months of the ourrent year, production aggre-
gated 1,266,979 tons oomparcd with 1,184,064 in the similar period of 1943,

August procuction of stoel ingots and steel castings totalled 246,755 net tons oom-
pared with 246,820 in August, 1843« Output in August this year inoluded 235,556 tors of
ingots and 11,199 tons of oastingse Production during the first eight months of this
year was recorded at 1,993,756 tons compared with 1,996,481 in the same period of last

yoore

Output of ferro-alloys in August amounted to 18,808 net tons oampared with 14,508 in
the previous month and with 18,429 in August, 1943, the production for the first eight
moenths of +this yoar totalling 124,558 net tons oampared with 151,630 a yocr agos

Farm Woge Rates

Although the average rates of wages paid to hired farm workers ir Canada show a
further inorease at August 15,declines in certain provinces are indicated for the first
time in some yearse The average rate paid for help hired by the day when the employer
provided the board of the hired man was $3e76 at August 15, 1944 compared with $3451 at
the seme date in 1943

Inoreases aro shown for all provinces exoopt Ontario and Quebeoce In these two pro-
vinces the rate deolined about 75 cents por day from last ycar. Additional farm labour
made evailablo through various schemes suoh as military leave, prisonsrs of war, the
transfer of western farmers, students and "cormandc" groups tended to ease the labour
situation and the lower rates paid to studenls resulted in the lower averaree Rates in
the Prairie Provinces were oonsiderably abovo those of last year as a result of larger
orops being harvested this yoar. When no board was pruvilied the average rate for day
labour was $4.39 ocompared with $4.74 in 1943 with lower rates agein indicated for Ontaerio
and Quebece

When the men were hired by the month tho average monthly rate witih board was £67.92
at August 15, 1944 as ocmpared with $61e2G at the same date in 19434 When the workers
provided their own board the average rate for men hired by the month rose from $84426
in 1943 to $87686 in 1944.
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Department Store Sales in Augurt

Sales of Canadian department stores in August wero 15 per cent higher than in the
corresponding month of last year, and gained 1S por cent over the lmmediately preceding
monthe Unadjusted index numbers on the base 1935-1039=100 stood at 139.4 for August this
year, 116.8 for July and 120.9 for lugust, 1943, Sales during the.first eight months of
the current year were nine per cent above sales in the similar period of 1943.

Building Permits in August

The total value of building permits issued by municipalities reporting to the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics in August was $11,131,316 comperod with 313,323,083 in the
preceding month and $7,5639,746 in the corresponding month of last year. During the first
eight months of the current year, permits were issued to the value of $87,950,982 com=-
pared with $52,725.667 in the like period of 1945,

Civil Aviation in June

Civil air carriers transported 36,216 revenus passengers during June compered with
34,778 in Mey and 28,523 in the corresponding month of lest year., The number of
passongers per aircraft mile declined from 7. in June 1943 to 6,9 und the average
Journey was reduced from 407 to 324 miles. The emount ¢ {ruipht carried declined from
973,351 pounds in June of last year to 937,324 pcunds, and mail fram 595,070 to 509,292

pounds .

Maple Crop in 1844

The 1944 maple crop is ostimeted at 2,869,600 gallons of raple syrup and 2,207,700
pounds of farm make maple sugar; & total of 3,090,400 gallons expressed as maple syrups
The production this year was larger than in 1913 by 790,600 gallons or 34.3 per cent and
excoeds the ten year 1¢33-42 average production of 2,600,000 gallons by 18.9 per cont.
Supplies were inadequate to meat the heavy domand cnd the bulk of the crop sold rapidly
at ceiling prices for a2ll grades. The gross farm valuc of the crop is estimated at
$9,065,300 or 57.5 par cen' over the value of the 1943 crop which hud an estimated value
of $56,750,300,

Reports Issusd During the Waek

1. Building Permiss. August (10 cents).

2. Department Store Sales, August (10 cents)-

3+ The Compressed Gaces Industry, 1943 (15 cents).

4. Canadian Balance ¢! International Payments, 1943 (25 cents).

5. Civil Aviation, June {JO cents).

6. Finaneing of Motor Vehicle Sules, August (10 cents).

7. Telegraphic Crop Report; Prairie Provinces (10 cents).

8+ The 1944 Maple Circp (0 ceats).

9, Telegraph and Cable Sietistics, 1943 (10 cents).

10. Petroloun anl Natural Gas Produstiom, Julys and Petrcleum Fuels

$alos, Jume (30 cents).

11. snticipated Polt Production of Fur Farms, 1944-1345 {I0 cents).

12. Count of Ration Book Number 4 as.en Iadication of Post-Censal Migration (25 cents).
13. Production of Iron and Steel, August (1O cents).

14, Farm Wnges in Caneda, August 15, 1%44 (10 cents).

15. Surmary of Cenada‘s Imports, August (10 cents).

16+ Imparts by Principal Countries, Augnst (10 centsj,

17. Summary of Canada‘s Externsl Trade, August (10 cents).

18. Canadian Grain Staitistics (10 cents).

19. Summary of Monthiy Indéxes of Countey General Storc Sales, 1923 (26 cents)e
20. Car Loadings or Canadian Reilways (10 cents).

21, Prices and Price Indexes, august (10 cents).

22. Cordage Ropo aud Twino Industry, 1943 (25 cents).
23. Statistical Report on the Operation of the Ureuwploymen®t Irsurance Act,

August (10 cents).

24, Railway Revenue Froight loadings, August (10 cents).
25. The Grain Situa<ticn in Argentina (10 cents).
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