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Economic Conditions in Canada during 1943

Econemio notivity roachod a higher lovel in 1943 than in any other year in Canada's
historys Six stratogic faotors indicating the trend of economic conditions avoragoed
higher in 1943 than in any other yoar. Business oporations reocorded a continucnce of
the upward trend, clthough the pace slackened in ocomparison with the rapild advance in
1041 and 1942, Owing to the hecavy contribution of Canndian industry to the war effort,
an extroordinary advanoce in productive operations has been in ovidence since the out-
brock of hostilitios.

The index of tho physical volume of business rose. 1647 per cent in 1943 cver the
nreceding yoare Four of the five main components rooorded advancos over 1942, The
index of manufacturing production rose 20e6 per ocont to a high point of 293.,9 in 1943,
Flour production and hog slaughtorings were at a much higher positi:n and oreamory
buttor production showod o gain of 946 per cente Tho rolease of cigarsttes was 11,257
million against 10,240 million, & gain of noarly 10 por conte

The construction industry, owing to wartime rostruotions and leck of manpower,
showed o recession in 1943+ Tho new business obtained by the industry as measured by
contructs awardod and building pormits was at a considerably lowor levele Tho con-
sumption of firm powor indicating tho aotivity of tho hydro-gleotric industry rose
nearly 10 per cont, the total consumption having beon 3547 billion kilowatt hourse

The distribution of cormodities was at a higher lovel in 1943, i4n indox of wholo-
sale sales on tho basis of the cloven months was 647 per oent greater, while rotail
sulos rose 3.6 pcr ocute Tho movement of railway revenue froight roso about 12 por
cent as moasured by tho number of tons carricd ono mile by the two principal railwayse
The carloadings wore ulso at a slightly highor nosition. Tho gonin in the gross rovonucs
of the Canadian National Railwny for tho first clovon months wag 1943 per ocent while
the Canndian Pacifio Railway recorded a gain of 16 por ocente

s further oxpansion in omployment was recorded during 1943 but the nago of oxe=
pansion was loss rapid then in tho period frem 1240 to 1942. Employmont reached a
now maxinum in rocont monthss Thls inoroase whon considored with the fact that a
large number of men and women are now enrolled with tho armed foroos reflocts the
oxtent of tho ohongos which havo teken placo as a rosult of the war in industrial,
occupational, sox and age distribution of the gainfully ocoupied poyulation of the
Dminione The oontonts of the woeokly nay envelope of the typical person in recorded
ciployment rose by 25 por cent to (31459 on the first of Novembors

Cheques oashoed by the chartored banks against individual accounts amounted to
53,797 million compercd with 45,526 million in 1942, 4 gain of 1842 per cont ro=-
flvoted tho expanion in coonomie activity and the somewhat higher levol of wholesale
oricose Heoavicr payments arising from Dominion Goverment financing was also an
importnnt faoctor in the increase in bank debits during the yeare The amount of
choques ocashed in 1943 was greator than in any othor yoar in Canadian historye

The revomie of the Daminion Govormment from April to Deoembor rosc 20s4 per cent
over the same poriod of the prooeding yeare The advance was from $1,630 million to
w1,962 millione Tho ordinary expondituros in the same camparison rosec 14e6 pur cont
to 452 millione /L marked expansion wes rocorded in war expenditures whioch rose 6966
por cont, the total during the period from 4pril to Deoember, 1943, having been $2,783
million.

Nutionnl Ineome in 1943

The national inoome in 1943 rose to o now maximum 6f $8,800 million. Tho increas
over the standing of $7,500 million recorded in 1942 was no less than 173 per oonte
The advanee in the national income has continued sharply since the outbreak of hostili-

ticss The inercasing concontration upon war production was the moin influonce in tho
marked gain of tho yoors
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Tho importunce of ecupital formation as a foature of eoonamic activity has long
boen rocognizeds Tho production of munitions and war suprlies has o somowhat similar
conereting influonco on the whole economye While the investment money flow is normally
fer loss than thot arising from reyment for consumption gocds, the wider fluctuation of
the former results in grecater significance in promoting cconumic activitye During tho
vap period more than U800 million was spent on hundrods of new plants and thousands of
now machinose The cxponditure on war productisn and construction under tho Departmont
>f Munitions and Supply was 33,179 million last yoar against 2,462 nillion in tho proe-
ceding twolve months,

From the viowpoint of o single country, an cxcess of exports over imports has all
the charactoristics of investment. Incomes carnod by solling gosds 5o residonts of
other countrivs augnent the demand for homo-producod goodss in incroase in oxports or
¢ decrease in imports tonds to add to the national incomo.

Exrorts of ocommocitios amounted to slightly more than $3 billion in 1943, a gain
of 2548 por oent over the total of 92,385 million during the proceding youre In tho
sume cumparison, thu goln in imports was limited to 55 per oent, the total having beon
+v1,736 million against 1,644 million,

Doficit finoneing of govirmments is rogardod as cne of tho throo main lines of
c¢xpendituro tending to expand national incomee Prividing that the savings of porsons
or cntorprisos arc used by goeverrment for the expension of rroductive cquiyment or for
the provision of armaments, an accelorating influonce is oxcrted osn national incomeoe
The borrowings from tho public amounted to 42,346 million in the fourth yoar of war
vnted Lugust 31, 1943, comparcd with $917 million in the preceding twelve months.

Changos in the monoy suprly assist in altering the buying nower of consumerse
¥hen the banking system expands its loans end investmonts thoreby incroasing the noney
suprply it 1s providing indivicduals, ontecrpriscs or govormmont units with additional
urchusing power without any countcrbalencing roduction olscwhore.

The money supply consisting of circulating media in the hands of tho public and
the four main olasses of benk deposits roso to 135,271 million from 41,343 million
‘uring the year onded Docomber last, the gain having been about 21 per conte

Zi.les and Purchasos of Sceuritios Between
C nada and Othcr Countrics in November

Net sales of soouritios by Canada to cthor countries in November amounted to
6,400,000, salos of Conadian bonds to the United Statos reprosentin: tho principal
sart of the import of capitals During tho ¢leven months onded Nowember, not sales to
ull countrics aggrogeted 164,300,000 as campared with v97,700,000 in tho similer
rariod off 1942k ‘

Sales to oll countrics in Novembor were valued at :J12,100,000 as comiared with
#9,600,000 in the same month of 1942, whilo purchases smountod to +5,700,000 ¢:mparad
with (4,300,000 During the oleven months ended November, salos agsropatod $250,4800,000
compared with 163,500,000 in the likc pcriod of 1942; nurchases totollod 86,60Q,000
campared with ..565,800,000.,

i large part of the securitics trade was carriocd on with the Unitod States, sales
to that country in November totalling ¢$12,000,000 campared with $9,400,000 a yoo.r ago
and purchases 5,000,000 compared with (33,900,000 - Elovén-month sales amounted to
¥247,300,000 oumpared with $150,800,000, and purchasos $75,400,000 ccmparcd with
50,900,000 !

{

Crocery Salcs in Deocmber '

The dollar volwa of busincss transoted by grooery wholosalers in Decombor vins
rine por ovnt heavicr than in the curresponding month of 1942 and wos on a par with
g.los mace in Novombere Cumulative figures for tho calemdar year reveal an inercaso
=f three por cont in salcs over 1242,

In tho food retailing ficld, ohein store salos in Deocomber avernged six por ocont
boavier than in tho same month of 1942, Indepondont zrocery end meat storo salos wore
increcsed soven per ocnt cduring the month, with all regions of the country sharing in
Lht advoncos :
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Emplogment Situation at December 1

Industrial employment at the beginning of December showed further expansion, ocon-
tinuing the steadily upward movement indiocated from May 1. The inorevasc wns tho lar-
sust reported sinco the beginning of Auguste Roturns were reccived from 14,161 employcrs
with o oombined working foroe of 1,916,688 as comparod with 1,898,118 at Novombor 1l
The weekly payrolls disbursed aggregated $60,541,888 as compared with §59,079,871 at
tho beginning of Novembore Thore was thus a risc of ono por ount in the number of
aniploycss acoompanied by that of O.¢ por cent In the weekly eamings.

The grontest advonce at Docombor 1 was in logging, whioh reported an additiomnl
17,267 persons, cnd in trade in which the incrense amounted to 8,287. The oxpansion
in theso industrios oxoceoded tho uverage at Doecombor 1. Thero was also an important
rein in mining, whilo smellor advances were indicatod in manufaocturing and transpore
tutions, A slight gain was clso recorded in manufacturing, within which group the
sreetest inorensos woro shown in animel food oand textile factories, while moderate
improvenont was also shown in rubbor, cleotrical apparatus, iron and stocl and 8some
other plantse The advoanoco in iron ond stcel, liko that at November 1 was very much
smaller thon in almost cny other month sinoc tho outbreak of ware.

For tho socond month in suocession, there was a slight slackening in employmont
in the produoction of durable goods as o wholos The docline of some 700 at Doocomber 1
follows that of approximately 500 in the procoding months; thesc two, with tho loss at
Moy 1, 1943, and thoso at January 1, 1940 and 1941, constitute the only intorruptions
in thc steadily upward novercnt which has oharcotorized this group since August 1, 1939.
The contra-scasonnl goln of noarly 2,100 persons in tho manufaocture of non-durable goods
is particularly interosting, possibly an oarly incdiecation of a chango in the industrial
distribution which will assume incrcasing importconce in coming months.

Production of Milk, Porm Volue and Sales Ingame

Tho production of milk in Cancda in 1943 has bcon cstimeted by the Dominion Bureau
of Statisties at 17,516,918,000 pounds as compercd with 17,488,366,000¢ pounds in tho
provious yare The faoot that this gain was mado in the face of labour shortogos mey well
bc regarcdod es a oonsicorcblo achicvemente The farm volue of milk prolucod omounted to
$319,083,000; salos incune represcnted in this total was $249,000,000 Thesc figurcs,
whon compared with 1942, show a goin of 28 million dollars in the gross farm volue of
dairy produotion and 22 million dollars in tho income from dairy products sold off farmse.

The avorage prices rocolved for dairy products at tho farm are shown as follows,
1042 figuros boing in bracketss fluid milk {2.28 por hundrod pouncs ($2.18); milk usod
‘or ooncentratcd products, $2.06 por hundrod ($1490); milk for choesemaking, $1e74 por
huedred ($1678)3 milk conswned in farm homos, 31658 por hundred (31.43); buttcr-fat sold
t> oremmeries for buttor products, 43.2 ocnts per pound (37.4); and butter-fot sold for
joe oream procuction avoragod 40 ocnts per pound as oompared with 36 in 1942, All
rrioces include govorrmont subsidies, if tho produotis subsidizod,

The oonsumption of milk and cream, oxpressed os milk, advanced to 4 billion pounds
in 1043, an inoroaso of seven por ocnt over that of the provious year; and the per oopita
consumption was 0496 pints as against 0.91 in 1342, Tho quantity of cream made availablo
{or domestic purposes in 1942 represented 22 per ocont of the total milk provided for
dircot oonsumptione In 1943 this percentage foll to 15 on account of rostrioctions pleced
on orsvam sules.

Proiuction of Cocl anéd Coke in Deccmber

Cannda's produoction of coal in December cmounted to 1,608,349 tons, a deocline of
130,351 fram the Doocmber 1942 tonnagee Output during the calendar yoor 1342 aggregated
17,786,562 tons ommpored with 18,865,030 in 1942, o doorccse of 1,078,468 tons, or o
monthly avorage recduction curing the year of approximately 90,000 tons.

Cokc procuction, oxcluding petroloum ooke, was inoreased in Deoembar, *tho total
buing 344,000 tons as compared with 339,000 in tho provious month and 275,000 in the
corresponding month in 1242+ During the calendar yoar 1943 produection advanoed to
3,550, .00 tons from tho 1942 tonnogoe of 3,275,000, or by 275,000 tons.
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Czal Imports in Docembor amounted to 2,069,055 tons oompared with 1,692,147 in
Dcéomber 1942, while the imyorts cduring the oalonder year 1943 totalled 28,852,654 tons

oompared with 25,600,267 in 104 Bxports of Conodian oconl in Deocember amountod to
107,785 tons oaqurcd with 60,411 o yoar ago, and for the twelve months of 1943,
i 110,101 tons oamrared with 815,585. /

The average nunmber of employees in the c¢oal mines in Canada during Novembar was
26,738 oompared with 24,741 in November, 1942.

Visible Supply of Wheat

Stooks of Conadinn wheat in store or in transit in North /morice at midnight on
February 3 totalled 343,047,964 bushels, including 321,532,083 bushels in Canadian
~ositions and 26,515,781 in United Statos positionse On the ocorresponding dote last
year tho visible supply totalled 469,585,202 bushelse

-

inrketings of Whoat ond Coarse Grains

Marketings of whoat in western Cznada during the weck ending February 3 amountod to
7,354,963 bushcls os ompared with 7,536,208 in tho previous weoke During the elapsed
rortion of the crop ycar which cunmunoed Aupgust 1, 1943, deliveries from the farms
totallod 148,411,361 bushols as ommpered with 158,507,391 in the similar period of the
previous orop yoars,

The following quantities oi' coarse grains wer- also delivered from the farms
curing tho wock onding February 3, totals for the previous week beirg in braockets:
onts, 1,414,732 (2,030,922) bushels; barloy, 027,439 (1,449,482); rye, 277,454 (315,144);
flaxsoed 59,353 (62 797 )

Tholosale Sales in Decoomber

aggrogote doller s2les of wholosale merchants were 12 rner cent hoavier in Dcoombor
th'n in tho oorrcsponding month in 1942, cnd averanged soven per ocnt higher during the
cclendar year 1943 than in 1942. The unadjusted indox of sales on the base 1935-1239=
100 stood at 16566 in Docombier compared with 148 a yoar agoe

Morkod ineroasos woro reported in Docomber by the footwonr and fruits and vepotnbles
trades, with goins of 47 per cent and 32 per cont, resnrocctivelys The drug trade rogis-
tered a substantial incrocaso in sales of 21 per ocnt, while tobaces and oconfectionery
sales were up 17 por sont and automotive equipment scles wore 14 per oent higher,

Tho grocery trade reoordod o gain of nine per ocent, and a minor gain of twe pur
cunt was registored by the hardware t. deoe Roports recelved from wholesale merchants
cpgazed in tho textile business 3:llcatod a deoline In salese The dry goods tredeo
rorortod twe por cont loss business, while clothing sales were down 23 pur cent,

Ketil Sales in Deconmboer

Rotail sanlos in December wore 27 per cent higher than in November and gained four
ver ocnt ovor the dollar volumo of businoss transactod in Decembor, 1942 During the
oalendar year 1943, sclos avoraged 3e6 per ocent hoavier than in 1942, Tho general index

\los, unadjusted for number of businoss days or for normel seascral movoments and

+ the baso 1935«19392100, stands at 221.,7 for Deocmler, 17441 for November and 213.4
" for December, 1942,

Drug store scles woxo 1€e5 per oent heavier in December than in tho corresponding
nonth last yoor, while 1 staurants did 1305 per cont more businesse Mon's clothing
storos reportod Ged ner cont more sales, while woments clothin- storo..salos inoreased
2¢) per oconte Groocry anc meat stores reported an increase of €66 per ocont and hard-
wars stores 8eJ por ocnte Racio and clootrical storc sales were 1le4 ner cent lowor
and candy storo scles 269 por cente lower.



January Cost of Living Index

The Dominion Bureau of Stetistics cost of living index number on the base 1935-39=
100 declined from 119,3 for December 1, 1943, to 119,0 for January 3, 1944. On the
corresponding date last year it wes 117.1. Group indexes for foods and home furnishings
and services were lower tnan in the previous month while those for fusl and lighting and
miscellancous items advanced,

The food index fell from 132,7 fer Docember to 131.5 for Jamuary as sharp doclinos
in ogg prices outweignsd scattarad incroasas for dbutter, medats and fresh vegetables,
The home furnishings and services index dropped from 118.8 to 118,4 duo to a decroamso in
the furniturs section,

Highor coal prices advanced ths fusl and lighting index from 111.9 to 112.,7, while

ineroascs in hoslth coets raised the miscellencous index from 108.6 to 108,9, Other
groups romeined unchenged, rente &t 111,9 and clothing at 121.,1.

Wholosalo Pricee in Jomuary,

A minor decline was recorded in the average leval of Canadian farm product prices in
January, the index numbor on the bease 1926=100 declining 0,3 points to 104.0 botweecn
Dac mbar 31 and Jenmuary 28, The index for animal products dropped 1.7 pointe to 123.7
on continued scesonal declimas in oggs coupled with slightly sasier guotations for live-
stock, Field products were firmer, stiffaning 0,5 points to 82,2, largely due to
ndvonces in potato prices in line with sdditions to storage charges. Hay and onlons
nlso were slightly stronger, Fractionel strangth in the manufacturing materials section
wns roflocted in a gain of 0,1 te 99.6 in thes index for 30 industrial materials,

Production of Butter ond Cncose in Jamary.

Cansda!s production of cheddar cheess ir January amounted to 2,817,608 pounds asa
comprrod with 2,110,351 in the sesme month of 1943, With the exception of January, 1942,
whon tho output exceodad five million pounds, the Jamuary 1944 production was the highost
in tho past ten yoars, The pereontage increasa ovsr Jenuary lest year wes 33, The
grentost advance wns shown in Quebec whore the output was almost four times that of last
venr, This chonge in the situstion is ettributed to the checse milk subsidy which went
into affsct on October 1, 1943,

Cronmery butter production amounted to 11,037,299 pounds as againat 13,148,818
pounds in the corresponding month e yenr ago., The declins wos practically the seme as
thnt shown in the Docnmbor meke, Mild weather in January is belisved to have prevonted
a more significant declina in the total milk production, In Docember a raduction of
five per cent wes racorded compsared with December, 1942,

Jood Stocks on Februery 1

There were 33,533,£97 pounds of creamery butter sither in stormage or in traneit in
Cannda on February 1, according to fizuras releamsed today by the Domirion Bureau of
Stetistice., Those stocks were 13 million pounds lower than on January 1, while stocke
a yoar ago totalled 15,201,194 pounds,

Choese on hand on February 1 amountad to 33, 226,730 pounds as compared with 43,442~
P59 on Jamuary 1 this yonr, These two sets of figures include the quentities that wore
ir. transit in the hands of the railway companiss, dats for which were not obteined in
pravious vours, Comprrable figures were 30.€ million pounds as at February 1, 1944, and
42,5 million or Pebruary 1 last yaar,

Stocks of eveporrted whola milk in the hands or manufacturers on February 1 amounted
to 5,381,867 pounds, a reduction from last month and last yosr wken there were 6,850,€64
pounds and 7,349,786 pounds, rospectively. This product is now rationed by zones., The
cilaf by-product — ekim milk powder — also declined in quentity in etore, stocks totalling
851,382 pounds as compared with 1,135,737 on January 1 end 1,825,798 a year ago.

Cold storage egss totalled 954,900 dozen, TFresh aggs amountod to 3,346,704 dozen
compared with 1,756,769 on January 1 and 1,607,852 on Fobruary 1, 1943, Stocks of
dragsad poultry were the highast aver atsalned, th:s total boing 2€,931,907 pounds on
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February 1 as compared with 12,074,821 a year ago, Last month the stocks wero the
iiighest up to that time, There was an 'into-storage' movement during Jamuery of 2,1
rnillion pounds, This was an opposite movemant from previous years whern reductions
occurred from the January 1 stocks,

Hollings of meat are agmin very large., Total pork stocks of Canndian origin were
87,746,209 pounds as compnred with 56,161,841 a year ago and 85,158,7€3 last month. In
addition, there were still 436,368 pounds of imported pork, Beef stocks were 39,136,166
pounds, boinz 3,5 million more than lnst month and over twice last yoear's total, Veal
increased almost four times over last yesar, the totrl having been 4,352,853 pounds; this
qurntity was 1,1 million pounds lower then on Jamary 1, EHckdings of rutton and lamb at
9,018,089 pounds, ware 400,000 pounde less than last month, but 5,8 rillion more than
1nst yeor,

Total frozen fresh fieh holdings were 26,287,113 pounds as comparad witix 30,126,€76
rn January 1 thie year and 19,583,552 pounde on Fabruary 1 last year, Cod, whole and
fillets together, totalled €,1 million pounds on February 1 this vear, BHaddock stocks
wore almost 900,000 pounds, salmor 6,4 millirn, sea herring 4.9 million end halibut 2el
million, Total frozen smoked fish amounted to 1,645,845 pcunds, practically the same ae
last nonth, but 700,000 pounds more than last yenr,

A;plos in storage were 2,6 million bushels, & reduction of 1,6 million from last
nenth and a decrease ¢f 700,000 bushels from last year, Frozen fruit in crnsumer packs:.ss
woro reported at 724,542 pounds as compared with 804,119 pounds last acnth, Frozen fruit
for roprocessing purposes totalled 9,536,193 pounds compared with 10,375,825 last month,
Fruit in preservatives, that is, in sulphur dioxide or in benzoate of soda, amounted to
19,200,749 pounds, a docline ¢f 1,4 millicn pounis from last menth,

Frozen vegetables in consumer packages were 1,306,691 pounds, a raducticn from last
r.enth wnen 1,364,047 pounds warec reported. Frozen vegetables for reprocsssing were
375,471 pounds compared with 544,478 lest month, In aditiorn thore ware 971,876 pounis
rf vezetablos held in brine on February 1, 1944,

Fresh vegotables in store included €63 tons of bocte, 1,945 tons uf cabbages, 6,654
tens ¢f carrots, 24,341 crates cf celery end 840 tons of parsnips. Onions, a very
inportant crop at present, totalled 3,316 tons as comparcd with 12,059 tone last yoar and
5,871 tone last month, Potato holdings were 213,516 tons ccmpered with 246,€87 tons on
Jonuary 1 and 171,694 cn February 1 last year,

Railway Roevenues in Novenber

Canadian railways carned $€7,3€3,964 during Nevember compared with $56,926,392 in
Nevomber, 1942, thus incroasing the eleven-month total to $703,340,541 from $592, 411,159
in the eloven months endod Novembsr, 1942, TFreight revenues in December reached a new
hizh rccord at $51,131,954, tho previcus peak having bsen attained in July at $49,410,995,
Pagsenger revonues were 27,7 per cent above 1942,

Operating revemies of Canadian lines of the Canadian National Railways increased from
$28,175,200 in Novamber 1942 to $32,973,500, and the total for the eleven meonths ended
Nevormber increased to $401,535,000 from $338,695,000 in the similar period of 1942,
Canndian Pacific Railway revenues in Nevember increased from $22,604,999 from $27,593,693
rnd the oleven month total to $271,638,c€5 from $234,227,125,

Tur Farrping in the Maritime Provinces

The valuo of fur farm property in the Maritime Provinces, including land, buildings
snil fur-boarins animels, amounted tc $2,452,948 in 1942, an increass of $235,046 over
1941, Silver fox is still of first impcrtance, althcugh nink farming is making prograes,
TLo number of silver frxes bern on the farms of the three provinces in 1942 was 57,304,
wikile tho mumber ¢f mink was 18,853, Of the number of wilk bern, €2,3 per cent are
reecrded by Nova Scotia, The new type fox - platimum, silver-blue, whito-face ~ shows a
total of 4,104 born during the year,

The amount receivel by the fur farms of the three provinces in 1942 frem the sale of
1livo anials and of pclte wea $1,473,286, To thé total, the sale of pelts contributed
$1,392,426, or 94.5 per cont, and the 1live animal ssles, $80,860, or 5.5 per cent,
Silvor fox was tha chief scurce of revenue, with a total in 1942 for live animsls and
polts sold of $1,205,777, while the now type tox with $127,866 was second, Mink was



tuird with $126,556, Tho revonues by provinces were: Prince Edward Island, $€13,329;
Novn Scctia, $326,207; and New Brunswick, $538,750,

The number of fur-bearing enirnals en the farme at the end ef the year wes 35,678
vnlued at $1,223,112, Of first importance, f£or both number and value, was tho silver
fex - 27,589 velued at $964,152, The new type fox wes second in valus - 3,163 animals
at 3186,090, Mink fellcowed with 4,471 animele at $60,456, Othor kinie rrised on the
farms includod blue, croes andi red fox, fitch, marten and mutria,

Births, D:athe ond Marrisaes in December.

Births rezistsroed in Canndian citics, towns and villages having a population of
10,000 and over numbersd 10,442 in Docember crmparod with 10,274 in the eame month ef
1942, an inereass cf twe per cent, Deaths incrdased to 6,304 freom 4,947, or by 27 per
cent, while narriages declined to 4,496 from 5,431, or by 17 per cent,

Stntistice ¢cf Unemployment Insurance,

The mumber ¢f claims for unempleyment insurance banafit was larger in D2cember than
ir any previcus menth, During Decemdber, 6,562 claims were filed compared with 1,475 in
Octobeor, 2,896 in November ani 3,337 in Doceuber, 1942, The previous high in the mumber
~f clains filed in any one reonth wns reached in March 1943 when 5,046 were regzgisterad,

A scasonal rise in the nunhor of claims is to be expected during tho winter months,
starting in Novenber and reaching a peak in March, In line with this expectation, aach
rrovince shows ar increase in Dec:mber over November, There is, hcwaver, a notable
iifference in the eastorn ne compered with the western provinces, The wostern provinces
including Manitoba, Saskntchowan, Alberta and British Cclumbia, recorded about the sams
munber of claims this Deccrber ne last Docenher, whereas Ontario, Quebae and the Mari-~
tiws showed an increase over last Dscomber of about 150 per cent,

During Dacember, 2,226 jersons received bonefit, beinz paid a total of $52,600 for
29,160 unccployad days., This compares with 1,456 persons who received $37,166 for 20,004
doys in Docember, 1942, .Thus the averaze duratirn of the unemsleyment compensated was
13,1 days as ageinst 13,7 danys in December, 1942, The averaze amount paid per bene—
ficlary was $23,63 in Decambor 1943 compared with $25,53 in December, 1942, and the
avorage anount paid per cormpensated day of unaomployment was $1.80 4n Dacenher 1943 and
$1,86 in Dacomber, 1942,

Stocks of Raw Hides and Skins.

Stocks of rnw cattle hides held by tanners, packers and denlers ot the cnd of
Docembor nmountad to 482,903 as compared with 490,829 on the corrospondiing date in 1942,
Colf and kip skins totalled 520,338 compnrred with 786,417, goat and kid skins 82,744
comparod with 23,751, horse hides 42,733 compared with 29,387, Sheep and lamb skine
totallod 91,712 deozoen compnred with 88,480 dozen,

3ninfully Occupiod in Now Brunswick.

According to proliminary figures for New Brunswick, 136,556 males and 27,538 females
or n totrl of 173,693 gninfully occupied persons, including mombers of the armed forces,
wore roported at the 1941 census, The populatisn of the province consisted of 234,097
wnles and 223,304 femnles or a total of 457,401 persons, The total geinfully occupled,
tnerafore, accountad for 37,97 per cent of the total population. Over 58 por cent of
tue malos and 12 poer cent of tho fomeles were gainfully occupled,

Grinfully Occupiod in Nova Scotia in 1941.

According to prdliminary figures for Nova Scotia, 177,514 males and 37,137 fomalos
including persons in the armed forces, werc gainfully occupied at the 1941 census, These
figures ropresent 59,95 per cent of ths male and 13.17 per cent of the female population
of tho provinece. The mesle population totalled 296,044 and the female, 281,918,
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Soaps, Washing Compounds and Cleaning Preparations.

In 1942 a totel of 126 factorics in Canada mede soaps, washing compounds or cleaning
proparations ag their main products, the gross velue of products amounting to 331,484,125
o8 compared with $25,713,565 in 1941, &n increase of 22,4 per cent, Forty~three of the
plants wers engaged primarily in tha mamufacture of soap; 45 made washing compounds as
their main products; anl 38 made cleaning preparations,

Coar Loadings on Canodian Railways.

Car lonlings for the weok ended Januery 29 inereased to 69,070 cars from 58,221 in
tho corrcsponding week last yeer, Incranses wore recorded in both divieions, the east-
arn division totel increneing from 40,695 to 43,244 cars and in the western divielon
frou 17,526 to 25,826 cars,

In the wostern division, grain loadings increased from 2,646 to 6,487 cars and
livo stock from 1,235 to 2,228 cars, Lumber, pulpwood and logs and other forest products
nlso showed gubstential increases, Coal decreased from 3,213 to 2,853,

In the eastarn division, grein increased from 1,057 to 1,565 cera, grain products
from 1,456 to 1,620 cars, logs and other forest products from 751 tc¢ 1,410 cars, hay
ond straw from 256 to 1,035 cars and automobilas and parts fro: 1,164 to 1,511 cars,
Conl doclined from 3,464 to 3,098 cars,

Reports Issucd During tiho Wask,

1, Car Loadings on Canaiian Railways (10 cents).
2, Occupations, Nova Scotia, 1941 (10 cente).
X, Price Moverents, Jamuery (10 cents).
4. Stocks of Raw Hides and Sking, December (10 cents).
5, Monthly Doiry Review, Jamuary (10 cente),
6, Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents),
7. Stocks of Canadian Fruit and Vegetables, February 1 (10 eonte),
8, 0old Storsge Holdinge of Fish, February 1 (10 cents).
9, Cold Storage Holdings of Meat and Lard, February 1 (10 cents).
10, Stocks of Dairy and Poultry Products, February 1 (10 cente).
11, The Soaps, Washing Cormpounds and Cleaning Preparations
Industry, 1942 (25 canta),
12, Statistical Report on the Operation of the Unemployment Insurance
Act, December (10 conts),
13, The Fur Farms of the Maritine Provinces and Ontario, 1942 (10 cents),
14, Operating Revenues, Expenses and Statistice of Railways (10 cents),
15, Indexee of Retail Sales, December {10 cents).
16, Indexee of Wholosale Seles, Decermber (10 cents),
17. Coal and Coke Statistice, Decembar (10 cents),
18. Gainfully Occupied in New Brunswick, 1941 (10 cents),
19, The Employment Situation, December (10 cents).
20, The Mamufacturing Industries of Canada, 1941 (50 cente),
21, Zconomic Conditions in Canada, 1943 (10 cents)
22, Births, Deaths and Marriages, December (10 cante).
23, Current Trends in Food Distribution, December (10 cents),
24, Sales and Purcheses of Securities Between Canada and Other
Countries, November (10 cente),
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