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Employment Situation at January 1

Industrial employment showed a pronounced contraction at Janmuary 1 in accordance
with the movement invariadbly indicated at the year-end holiday seasone The number of
workers relecsed was large, exceaeding that recorded at the beginning of January in the
two procoding years; the genoral decline was nevertheless considerably bolow-average
Judged by pro-war standardse

The 14,251 establishments furnishing information to the Dominion Bureau of
Statistios roported a personnel of 1,868,615, as compared with 1,916,728 at December 1,
& reduction of 48,113 employses, or 2.5 per cento The unadjusted indax number of em-
ploymont on the base 1926=100, declined from its all-time high of 190,5 in December to
185+7¢ On Jonuery 1 1lost year it was 18347 Sinco the curtailment was less than normal
in oxtent, the scasonally-adjusted index showed a gain, rising from 186,0 at December 1
&% 192 .9.

Tho gain of lel por cent in the indox at January 1 as compared with the corres-
nonding dato last ycur was notoworthy in thet it was the smallest increase reported in
any month in a similar comparison for a lengthy period. 4t January 1, 1943, the in-
crease over January 1, 1942, had amountod to 10,8 per cent, whilo that at January 1,
1942, ovor January 1, 1941, was 233 per conte The relatively slight adwance in the

ndcx for January thils yvar in the 12 months' comparison affords further evidonoe of
thic levelling-off process now under way in industrial employmente

Communications, retail trade and logging afforded more employment at January 1
thar ot Decomber 1; the improvement in trnde was seasonal;, while that in the other two
groups was oontrary to the usual trend ot the time of yearo The remaining major indus -
trinl divisions - manufacturing, mining, trensportation, construction nnd maintenance
and services - showed scasonal curtailment, which in the first three industries was
below-normal in extent. The largost decline took place in construction, whore the
reported loss of 28,463 persons or 17.6 per cont, exceeded the average at January 1 in
the poriod from 1920.

The comoperating manufacturing sstablishments laid off 23,736 men and women, a
raduction of two per cent. This was about twice as large as the deorease incioatod at
the same dote in 1943, but was oconsiderably smaller than the average in the last 23
venrse  Rubber and tobacco factories afforded more employment, but other divisions
showed reduced activity. The greatest contractions in employment were in toxtile, food,
lumber, chemical, pulp and neper, non-forrcus metal and iron und steel plants. The
shrinlnge in the lest-named is the greatest indiocated since January 1, 1939, On the
whele, the deolines in the various industries were less-than-usual for the time of year.

Tho aggregate payroll of %55,446,212 disbursed in weekly salariecs and wages at
Jonuary 1 by the 14,251 reporting employers, was lower by 8:5 per cent than the sums
v.1d at the first of December. The decline, whioh was seascnal, constituted the fourth
interruption in the gemerally upward movemont indicated since the institution of the
stotistios of payrolls in the spring of 1941; thc other covasions on which the trend
wns downmward were ot the beginning of January in 1942 and 1943, and at May 1 of last
yverr, largely as o result of the Easter holidayse. The weekly per ocapita average
sernings foll from $31.61 at December 1 to $29.67 at the first of Jamuary, or by $1.94;
the ccoline of $2.14 indicated at January 1, 1943, had lowered the average to §27.92.

Daminion Burecu of Stetisbics Cost of Living Index

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics has issued an explanatory statement regarding

. the cost of living indoxe. This stetement incorporates all revisions up to the end of
1943+ The purpose of the cost of living index is to measure the influence of ochanges

in retail prices and services upon the cost of o representative urban wage~carner
family budgets It served as a basis of cost of living bonus adjustmonts from December,
1940 to October, 1943 under thc terms of Orders-in-Council P.Ce 7440 ond PeCs 5963+ The
cost of living borus to incustrial workers was then incorporated into th: wage struoture
with the nrovision that wage levels would be reviewed after the index rises 3.0 points
wbove its October, 1943 livel for twe consecutive monthsa
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It should bo clearly understood that the index is o measurcmont of price change.
Meny people uss the torm "living costs" to indicato the total cost ¢f things they buy.
Usud in this sonse, "living costs" may includo difforent things fra: month to month and
year to yuar, and likewise different amounts and qualities of the sume thingse . cost
of 1iving index based upon this idea would simply reflect the value of total purchascs
nade by cvoryonée In normal times it would move closely in line with estimates of
national incomoe The Bureau's index is based upon o quite different ideae It measures
chunges in the cost of a family budget whioch includos the same amounts of the same
oormoc itios and servicos for considerable periods of timey it is revised only to teke
account of importent "long-run" changes in consumptione It is, thereforo, essentially
an index whioh moasures changes in pricess

Faoh index figure is a peroentage whioh shows the relationship between the doller
valuo of the index budget for a speoified period, and the corresponding dollar value of
the same budget in a reference periode Tho Bureau's stendard refercnce period inoludes
the five years 1935 to 1939« Tho average value of the index budget for this period is
reprasonted by 10040 The value of the sume budpget in August, 1939 was 10068 per cent
of the roference budget, and the occrresponding value for Docember, 1943 was 11943 per
oonte These figures become the costof living index numbers for iugzust, 1939 and
Dccoember, 1943,

Beoruse dugust, 1939, tho lest pre-war month, provided the basis for cost of living
bonus adjustments, it is used frequontly as a reference periode The procedure in this
case is ossentianlly the same as that doescribed abovese The value of the index budget in
Lugust, 1939 is considered as 10040, and budget values for other months are oomputed as
necreentages of the nupust, 1939 valuoe The December, 1943 index then beoomos 118.4.
Indexes rclated to tho iugust, 1939 budget value have bocome widely known as the
"adjusted" indexess Thoy may be computed by cdividing the original August, 1939 index
of 10048 into the comparable index for any other period, e.ge., the December 1943 index
of 11943 divided by 10048 givos 118.4.

Cunade's Extoroal Tredo in January

Canada's extornal trade in January, oxoluding gold, was valued at $372,359,000 as
compared with $305,834,000 in the corresponding month last year, an increase of $66, 525«
000 The expansion was due entirely to the increase in merchandise exports, the total
of whioh amounted to $242,011,000 as compared with 177,324,000 in January, 1943.
ilepchandise imports recorded a minor decline to $126,369,000 from %127,299,000 a year
agoe Foreign exvorts amounted to 3,978,230 compared with 21,211,242,

The balance of oommodity trade continued to be in Canada's favour, the total having
been $119,621,000 as oompared with $51,237,000 in January, 1943« The ocommodity trade
balanoe has been favourable since Octohsr, 1941 in whioh month a minor unfavourable
balonce of 81,141,275 was reoordeds In addition to the balance in Jaruary, net exports
of non-monetary gold amounted to $9,400,000 compared with $13,900,000 in January, 1943.
Duties colleoted during the month amounted to 14,005,432 oompared with 39,992,699,

Junuary merchanaise exports to the United Kingdom were sharply higher, the total
having beon $94,800,000 compared with 142,600,000 in January last year, while imports
from that country amounted to 7,100,000 canpared with $8,600,000s Exports to the
Unitod States in January amounted to 385,300,000 oompared with 351,20C,000, and imports
from that country $106,300,000 as compared with $104,800,000,

Canada's Imports in January

4 minor decroase was reoorded in the valus of Canada's merohandise imports in
January, the total having been 3126,369,000 as compared with $3127,298,000 in the corres-
nonding month last yeare The United States mecounted for a large part of this trade,
the total bcing v106,297,000 as oampared with $104,816,000s The total from the United
Kingdom was ¢6,179,000 oompared with $5,748,000, British India 2, 216,000 ocanpared with
«1,213,000, Mexioo (1,040,000 ocompared with {1,052,000.

Cormodity imports from other leading countries were as follows, tutals for January,
1943 being in bracketss Brittsh South ifriea, $672,000 ($330,000)3 British Guiana,
+538,000 (¢324,ooo); Barbados, #$807,000 (v93,000), J&maioa, $808,000 (£483,000); Now~
foundland, $490,000 ($444,000); Australia, +695,000 ($248,000); ani, $499,000 (nil);
Few Zecland, $290,000 ( ;100 ooo); Argentina, $5641,000 ($946,000); Brazil, $416,000
(4236,000)) Colombie, 4683,000 (§286,000)3 Switzerland, $529,000 (wlgl,OOO); Venezuela,
+515,000 ($1,070,000).
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Enports of agricultural products in January wore valued at $14,367,000 as comparad
with 11,060,000 a year ago, animal products $3,498,000 compared with $2,846,000, fibres
end toxtilos 313,059,000 compared with $15,731,000, wood and pepor products $3,231,000
gompured with {2,939,000, iron and products which includoes nachinory and vehiclos
32,691,000 comparoed with 321,983,000, non-ferrous metals 39,727,000 compared with
6,643,000, non-motallic minerals including coal and pdtrolcum w18,317,000 campared
with 514,722,000, chomicals 46,033,000 comparcd with $5,016,000 and miscellanoous cor-
moditios including cortain military storos 925,446,000 comparod with $46,352,000.
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World Whoat Situation

With the livestock population in North Amorice consuming whoat, bushel for bushol,
with the human population, e now chaptor is being addod to tho story of whoat. It will
toll of tho all-ocut war offort on Canadian and Unitod Statos farms to produco maximum
supplios of food for tho Unitod Netions, and tho pert playod by wheat whon stocks of
foed groins foll short of roguiremonts. This broad grain;, hithorte the proservo of
human boings, has boon pinch=hitting for oats, barley and othor foodstuffs ond has rado
possiblo tho maintonanco of rocord numbors of livostock on North Amorican farms.

It is ostimotod that a totel of 590,000,000 bushols of whoat will be fod to animals
on this continent during tho orop yoar 1943-44, while tho civilian and home militaery
roquircrents of Canadd end tho Unitod Statos may total only 580,000,000 bushels. 11
would tako Canadians about thirboon years, on tho basis of pro-war broad consumption,
to got rid of the anocunt of wheat that live stock will consume in tho current crop yoar,
whilo tho civilian population of +tho United Statos would nodd at loast fiftoon months
to digost the flour product of 590,000,000 bushols of whoat.

Animel consumption of whoat in tho United States is placed at 520,000,000 bushols
for tho twolve months onding Juno 30, 1944, This compares with about 108,000,000
bushols fed to live stock in thc crop year 1939-40, In Canada, tho use of whoat for live
stock foed in the yoar onding July 31, 1944, is oxpocted to bo two and o half timos the
quantity fed during tho crop yoar 1839-40, But Canadien whoat is moving in largo quanti-
tios to tho United Statos to bo usod there as livestcck food, so that tho gquantity of
Cunadian whoat fod to animals in both countries might ocasily reach a total of 215,000,="
000 bushels, Transportation will be tho chiiof determining factor in the ultimate figuro.

Sinco the big crop of 1942 wes harvosted, a large volume of Canadian wheat has beon
darmoed up on farms in the threo Prairie Provinces due to a combination of circumstances,
but it has rocently boon docidod to draw off some of this whoat during the curront crop
yoar. It was tho original intontion of the Govermment 4o take delivery, through the
Canadian Whoat Board, of only 280,000,000 bushols of western-wheat, rapresenting a maxi-
mun delivory of 14 bushols per "authorizod" acre in the wost. The maxirum delivery
quota has now boon raised to 18 bushols and this-will pormit tho dolivory of approximatoly
360,000,000 bushols during the erop yoar 1943-44.

In the evont that the maxirum delivery of 360,000,000 bushols is reaclized, stoocks
of wheat reraining on prairie farms at the close of the crop year will be down to almost
normal proportions, but on the basis of curreat estimates of domestic and export dis-
appearznce the Conadian carry-~over of wheat is expected to exceod 400,000,000 bushols
noxt July 31, The Unitod Statos carry-over of whoat may fall to 250,000,000 bushels
compardd with 618,000,000 bushels on July 1, 1943, so that the prospectivo surplus in
North Amorice is 650,000,000 to 675,000,000 bushels, dcspife the enormous gquantities
cf whoat fed to live stock.

The indicated carry-over moans a roduction of botween 45 and 50 per cont from the
rocord North American carry~over of wheat at tho close of the 1942-43 crop yoar, but
this roduotion is significant only if the feeding of whoat to livostook is %o be contin-
usod boyond July 1944 ot tho current rate, or if tho presont outlook for wheat production
in Cannda ond the United States in 1944 shows further dotorioration, Both countries
experienced an unusually dry fall in 1943, though sormo improvement hae tekon placo the
pest two months in the United States winter whoat bolt.

Seod=bod eonditions for spring wheat are unfavournble ir both countries, but thore
is emplo timo for rains to remedy this condition, in part ot loast, while tho incroase
of abeut 10,000,000 eoros in tho wintor whoat acroage in the United Statos may offset
to scme degree the unfavourable noisture situation at seeding timo. YNo inoroase in
Cenadinn whoat acreage in 1933 is being sought officielly, but spring wheat farmers an
tho United Statos have scope for increasing substantially thoir wheat cereago in line
with the official objectives sot for 1944, which call for an over=-all incrcase of _
14,000,000 acres in tho United States. \\
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The statistlonl position of wheat in the southern hemisphere ocountries is still
very favourable, despite a recent lowering of the Argontine estimates The output in
australia is now placed at 110,000,000 bushels and the irgentine crop at approximately
261,000,000 bushelses Crop nsws from Burope is largely favourable in character. i
large acreage has been soeded to winter whect, and moisture conditions are reoported to
bo very satisfactorye 4 mild winter has produced rapid growth and there is some danger
of damage in thc ovent of a cold spell during the next month or sce Shortage of ferti-
lizer contimues to be a hazard of production, but at the moment, fram the standpoint of
molsture, Burcpean crops hold the edge on llorth America for the seoond suocessive year,

Visible Supply of Canedian Wheat

Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North America at midnight on
Februery 24 totalled 339,232,457 bushels, including 317,013,458 bushels in Canadian
positions and 22,218,000 in Unitod States positionss The visible supply on the ocorres-
ponding dete last year amcunted to 449,650,512 bushels,

tinrketings of Whonot in Wostern Canadae

Doliveries of wheat from the forms in wostern Cannda during ths weck onding February
24 amounted to 5,341,734 bushels as compared with 4,978,461 in the previous weeks The
total for the elapsecd portion of the crop year which commenced August 1, 1943, amounted
to 167,101,550 bushels compared with 165,799,000 in tho similar period of the previous
Orop Yyoarse

Tho follewing quantiticos of coarse grains were also delivered from the farms in
the Frairie Irovinces during the wesk ending February 24, totals for the previous week
being in brackets: oots, 940,287 (825,530) bushols; barley, 529,447 (522,008); rye,
93,405 (67,966); flaxseed, 31,970 (19,633)s

Production of Wheat Flour in January

Production of wheoat flour in Canadion mills in January amounted to 2,041,193 barrels
as compared with 1,963,042 in tho corresponding month last ycars Tho amount produced
Auring the first helf of the current crop yesr was 12,411,151 barrals, an increase of
s1ightly moro than e million barrels over tho same period of 1942-43 when the amount
was 11,408,011 barrelse.

The quantity of wheat ground during Jamuary was 8,987,626 bushels, bringing the
half-year total for 1043-44 to 54,814,407 bushols compared with 50,957,920 for the
similar period of the previous crop yeare The coarse grein grind for Jemuery inoreased
in o:ts, barley and buckwheat but fell off in corn and mixed graine Stocks of wheat in
flour mills at the end of Janunry amounted to 6,094,405 bushels compared with 6,130,144
ot the end of the previous month,

§ipoks of Butter, Cheese and Eggs

There werc 11,663,103 pounds of wholesale creamocry butter in nine of the principal
citivs of Canala at thc opening of business on March 1, according te renorts received
by the Dominion Bureau of Statisticss This was a drop of almost 10 million pounds
sinoe February 1 when thec rovised total was 21,458,437, but the current stocks were
seven million pounds more thar holdings in these cities a year ago, when Canada was in
very short supplys

Stocks of cheese wore 22,274,851 pounds, a deoline of 2.1 million from February 1,
but an increcase of 3.8 million pounds over the quantity in storage cn Maroh 1, 1943,
Shell ezgs in storage totalled 3,447,308 dozen as oompared with slightly over two
aillion dozen lust month and 1,850,429 dozen a yoar agoe Frozen eg:s amounted to
5,089,078 pounds, being more than double last year's figures which were 2,068,259 pounds,
but only 147 per ocent greater than those of last monthe

Stocks of United Stetes Grain in Canada

Stoocks of United Stautes grain in Canada on February 24 amounted to 1,803,000 bushels
a8 oompared with 3,555,000 bushels on the corresponding date last yeare Corn aoccounted
for nost of the deeline, stocks of wiich decreased to 564,749 bushels fram 3,530,390
bushclse "heat inocreascd to 1,222,242 bushels from mil.




Hop Numbors Increase Sharply

Nunbors of hogs on farms at Dooombor 1, 1943, reached the higheat level in all
tire. Tho total of 9,473,000 head represents an inoreaso of 1,723,000 or 22 por cent
over tho corresponding date for 1942, The increase was cormion to all provinces with
the exception of Ontaric and was perticularly marked in each of tho three Prairie
Provinces, Tho high number of hogs on farms at December 1 has boen reflected in market-
ings during the past two months, indicating that markotings will continue heavy through-
out tho first half of 1944,

As at December 1 an ovor-all docreoage of 7.5 por cont wos indicated in the numbor
of sows expectod to farrow during the spring of 1944 but in the light of additional
bonus payments to hog producers announced early in Januory it is not unlikoly that the
indicated downward trend has boon roversods Tho reduction wns particularly marked in
Onteorio and raeent reports indicato o sharp increase in tho domand for breoding stock
end young pipgs. Hogs from those late breedings will start to appear on the markot
late in 1944,

Nurbers of hops on farms at Docomber 1, 1943, were as follows by provincos, totals
focr tho corrosponding date in 1942 being in brackets: Prince Edward Islahd, 73,900
(66,300); Nova Scotia, 79,600 (63,000); New Brunswick, 106,900 (89,500); Quebac,
1,285,100 (1,094, 500); Ontario, 1,809,400 (2,019,300); Manitoba, 863,200 (696,000);
Saskatchowan, 2;182,400 (1,368,000); Alberta, 2,977,400 (2,269,700); British Cclumbia,
91,300 (84,300).

Output of Leading Mineral Products in 1943

Canada's production of conl during 1943 wos raduced to 17,786,562 tons as compared
with 18,865,030 tons in 1942, gold to 3,652,376 fine ouncaes compared with 4,841,306,
cement to 7,292,782 barrols compared with 9,126,041, and notural gas to 43,992, 700,000
cubic feot compared with 45,697,359,000, according to preliminary figures relensed by
the Dcminion Bureau of Statistics,

Production of othor loading mineral products during the calendar “year 1943 was as
follows, totals for 1942 being in brockets! clay “products, $6,414,615 €57,081,723);
feldspar, 25,489 (22,270) tons; gypsum, 435,865 (566,166) tons; line, 952,781 (884,830)
tons; commercial salt, 339,667 (326,084) tons; silver, 17,187,069 (20,695,101) fine
ounces,

Production of Iron and Stoel in January

Production of pig iron in Canoda in January omounted to 132,128 net tond as oompared
th 138,240 in the corresponding mcmth of last yoar. Tho total included 105,142 tons of
basic iron, 10,103 tons of foundry iron end 16,873 tons of malleable iron. Output of stesel
ingots and steol costings totallod 242,186 net tons compored with 207,008, while the pro-

duction of ferro-alloys amounted to 16,455 not tons compared with 1£,838 tons.

Qutput of Elootrio Power in Junuary i

Contral electric stations produced a total of3,528,908,000 kilcwatt hours in January,
boing the Freatest output in any January on record. Tho increase over January of last -
yoar was 9.5 per cent, the total in that month having beon 3,226,644,000 kilowatt hours.

Consunmption of primary powor in Conada, ineluding line losses, inereasod to o daily
average cf 102,820,000 kilowantt hours, which has beon exceoded only by the averages of
lust Novembor and Decombor. No adjustmonts haw been made in these averages for the five -
Sundays and five Saturdays in January, 1944, as against four each in November and Decomber.

The consumption of socondary power in Canada increased from 129,985,000 kilowatt
hours in January a year ago to 132,137,000, Exports to tho United Statos in January
increased to 209,289,000 kilowatt hours from 203,579,000 in tho corresponding month
last yoar, the increase boing all in secondary power.




Gainfully Oocupled in Alberta in 1941

ifocording to proliminary fizures for Llberta, 271,800 males and 40,584 females or
o total of 316,384 porsons, including mombers of the Armod Foroes, were gainfully ooocu-
pied at tho 19421 consuse The population of the province consisted of 426,458 males and
569,711 femnles or a total of 796,169 persons. The total gainfully oooupied, therefore,
noocunted for 39.74 per oent of the total population. Over 85 ner cent of the males
and 15 nor cont of tho fomnles 14 years of age and over were gainfully ocoupiecd at the
1941 censuse Figures quoted in the lollowing naragrarhs do not include the irmed Foroes.

THe 10 leacing male occupations in Alberta accounted for 74634 per cont of the gain-
fully ooccupied male populatione Renked aocording to their relative importance they were:
farmers and stock raisers 90,122 or 36039 per cent, farm labourers 48,213 or 19.47 per
cont, lubourers (not agriculture, firhing, logging or mining) 9,969 or 4.03 per cent,
owners and manngers in retail trade &,778 or 2.74 per cent, miners and millmen 65,788 or
2434 por ooent, offioc clerks 4,239 or 1,99 por oent, meohanios and repairmen (not
eloetrical applicnoes) 4,752 or 1,92 per cont, truck drivers 4,671 or 1689 per cent,
carpoentors 4,452 or 1,80 per cont, and salespersons in stores 4,406 or 1.78 per ocent,

Females goinfully oooupiocd wore even more ooncentrated in the 10 leading female
ocounntlons than wore the gainfully ocoupied melss, representing 7632 per cent of tho
total gainfully employed femeles in the provinoe. The order of the loacing femnle
ogcuputions, found mainly in the saerviocoe groups, was as followss domestio servants 8,419
or 20477 per oont, school toachers 4,146 or 10023 per oent, suenographers and typists
4,087 or 10408 per cent, housekeepers ani mntrons 3,716 or 9.17 per vent, salespersons
in storos 2,776 or 6.85 per cent, farmers and stook raisers 2,060 or 50,08 por oent,
waltrosses 1,898 or 4068 per ocent, graduate nurses 1,559 or 3.85 per cent, offioe clerks
1,363 or 3636 por cent, and lodging housokeopers 912 or 2.25 per cente.

Among young persons in gainful ocoupations 82.91 per oent of the males 14 to 17
yecrs of ago woere omployed as farm labourcrs whils 65.02 per cent of the females in the
seme afge group were omployed as domestio servantse In the older ages, farmers and
stook roisors nocounted for 6157 per cent of 21l goinfully ocoupicd meles and for 36416
~cr cent of all gainfully ocoupied femnlos in the age group 65 ysers and overs Personal
sorvico oooupations, chiefly housekeepers and matrons, doumestio servants and lodging
house keepoers nocounted for a further 42¢43 per cent of the femanles in this age groupe

Of the goinfully cocupicd femnles, 30,222 or 74.56 per cent were singles However,
in the professional service group 86475 per cent and in the elerioal group nearly 90
nur cont of tha total gainfully employed women were single. There were only 4,664
mrried and 3,811 widowed females goninfully employed ot the 1941 censuse Over 50 per
ceont of the married women and over 38 per cent of the widows wero engaged in personal
sorvice oooupitions, mainly as housekecevers ond matrons, domestio servants, and lodging
house kseperse Teachers nocounted for 11 per cent of the married owmen while fammers
wnd stook raisers ropreosented over 38 por ocent of the gainfully ocoupied widowse

The census figuros showed that 111,893 or 45.19 per cent of the gzainfully ocoocupled
males wers employers and own socounts, 108,941 or 44 per cent were employed as wage-
earncrs, and 26,788 or 10,82 ner cent worked for no paye The gainfully oooupied male
onployers and ovm accounts were mainly farmers and stock ronisers while the no pay workers
were ohiefly farmers' sons working on thoir fathers! farmse Only 4,677 or 11,54 per
oont of the fomales were reported as employsrs and own aocoounts while 33,035 or 81450
pur oent were employed as wage-earners, and 2,823 or 6.96 per cent as no pay workers.

ibout 45 por cent of the gainfully ocoupied males of British raoial stock were
ongeged in agrioultural ocecupetions while 60 par cent and over of each of the other
Luropean races, uxoept Jewish; wore similarly occupicsde Nearly 62 per aent gainfully
employed males of Jewish origln wore found in trade occupations, ohiefly as merchants and
salos nersons in stores. Over 93 per coent of the Indions were enzaged in primary ooccu-
notions, moinly ws farmers, farm labourers and hunters and trapperss About 62 per cont
of the zninfully ocoupicd malos of fAsintio origin were employed in personal service
cecupations, prinoipally es rostaurant owners, cooks, laundrymen ondé waiterse

Ircexes of Country Gencral Store Sales

Country general store stles averaged nine per cent higher in Janmuary this year than
in the ocorrusponcding month last year, with all regions of the country sxocept the northern
end wostern parts of Ontario reporting gainse The unadjusted index of sales on the
hre 1935=3%=100 was 11846 as compared with 108.4 a yoor ogoe
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Finoncing of Motor Vehicle Scles in January

Mtor vohicle financing in Cenada for Jandary, including new and used types, total lod

2,062 units with a financed valuo of 1,020,575, béing 32 por cont kigher in number and

93 por cont pgreater in financod value than the 1,558 wvehiclos financed for $529,088 in
Janunry of last year. Of the total, 151 were new cars, trucks and tuses financed for-
“168,041 as compared with 51 units financed to the oxtont of {140,423 in January, 1943,
Vhilo the volume of notor vohiclo financing business was lower in January than for any
nonth since February, 1943, tho ineicaso over January last yoar was tho first recorded

in ccrresponding-menth comparisons over a considorable period of tima.

The bulk-of tho total volume of financing continues to beo ccncentrated in the used
vohicIe fields January rosults showed 1,911 used vehicles financed for an amount of
+(52,534, up 27 por cent in nurber and 75 per cont in financod value over the 1,507
transactions involving (488,665 in January, 1943, -4 featurc of this comparison was the
incrense in the avorago financed value per vohicle. This average was only 324 in
Jamuary lest year, but stands at (446 in Jamuary this yoar. Regional statistics re-
vealed inereased financing of used tvohicles in all sections of the country with tho
oxcoption of the Maritimo Provincose.

Revised figurcs for tho calendar yoear 1943 reveal that 39,573 now and used vehicles
woere financed during the yoorf as compared with 66,310 in 1942, a docline of 40 por cant,
Now vehicle financing fell 85 for cont below 1942 volumo, whilo the decrease in financing
of usod vehicles amounteod to '35 por comt.

Cheques Cashed Agninst Individual Acoounts inm 1943

Reflecting the markod incroase in oconomic activity basod primarily upon the pro-
duction of munitions and war supplies, chaques coshed dgoinst indivicual accounts rose
0 'n now maximum in 1943, The agsrogote in 1943 was 453,797,000,000 as compared with
w45,526,000,000" in 1942, an incroase of 18.2 por comt., Tho proceding high point was
reached in 19289,

Vhile advances werce recorded in oach of the fite etonomic aroas, the groatest per-
contage increase wos shown in tho Prairie Provinces. The total in 1943 was nearly
79,200,000,000, an incroase of about 37 por cent. The incroase in the Maritimo Pro-
vinces wns 15,6 por cent, tho total for 1943 having been $1,244,000,000.

Choques cashed in tho Provinse of Wuobes totalled {15,374,000,000, the incroase
omounting to $2,623,002,000 or 20,6 por ccnt. 4n advance of 11,5 per cont was shown
in Ontaric, or from 22,136,000,000 in 1942 to 24,682,000,000, The axpansion in
business activity in British Columbia was reflocted in an increase of 16 per cent in
tho amount of choques cashod, tho total in 1943 having boon $3,297,000,000,

Zolophones in Canada in 1942
The mumbor of tclsphones in Carada in 1942 reached a new high record, the-total
being 1,627,775 as compared with 1,562,146 in 1941, an incroase of 4.2 per cent. An
ostimate of the number of telephone ccnvorsations during tho year was placod at 2,998,
?;45300, igcéuding 44,230,000 long distance eonversations. Tho telephone density was
o 97 por 100 of the population, which was exceedod onl tho Unitecd States wi
16, 56 and Sweden with 14,26, at o

) Oveg §8 per cont of all tolophones in Canada in 1942 wore rosidence tolephofies and

vhe romaining 32 per cent worc business toleprhones including public pay stations. Approxi=
mately 35 per cont of tho business and residenco tolophones were on individual lines and

15 por cent wore on private branch oxchanges or extensions, Two-party line telephonas
c.onstituted 27 por cont of the total and tolephones cn lines accommodating more “than four
telephones per line, which are classed as "rural® were 16 per cent of tho total,

A et ot

Index Nunbors_pf Vholesale Prices

The overage level of wholesale prices in January wds unchanged from December and
tho index numbor on the basc 19262100 remained st 102.5. Increases were recorded in
vegotahle products, iron and steel products and non-metallic ninerals, while doclinoes
wire shovm in the animal ond chemical and allied products group. The index number of
Crnadian farm product prices declinod 0.6 points during tho month to 14,0, Weakness
in eggs, which fell arproximatoly to export contract prico lovels, was largoly respon-
oible for the decline, i
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Departnent Store Snles in January

- Sales of Canadian department stores in January, including maill order sales, wore
54 por cemt lower than in Docomber, but recorded an incroaso of theee por oont compared
with the corresponding month last yoar. The decline from Doocomber was loss than the
usual seagonal movement from tho Christmas poak which was loss proncunced than usual,
due to forward Christnas buying in anticipation-of stock shortages: Unndjusted indexes
of 8eles on the buose 1935-=19392100 stood at 111l.4 for January, 240.Z for Decembor and
107,8 for January, 1943.

Stoocks of Unmenufactured Tobacoo

Stocks of unmanufactured tobacco on hand in Conada at the end of 1943 wore 11,688,500
pounds lower than on Ddeombor 31, 1942, the total being 102,143,443 pounds as compared
with 113,831,443, Stocks of Canadian tobacco emounted to 100,395,085 pounds compared
with 112,195,478, and of imported tobacco 1,748,358 pounds compared with 1,636,466,

Production of Concentrated Milk

Tho total output of condentrated milk, including whole milk and by-products, in
January dmounted to 12,824,151 pounds compared with 11,247,375 in the preceding month
and 12,151,134 in January, 1943. Thoro wos less skim milk powder manufactured than
in Januory last year, but substantinl increasos wero shown for condensed whole milk
end evaporated whole milk.

Reports Issued During tho Weolk

1, Ploning Mills and Sash and Door Factories, 1942 (10 oonts). . 1
27 Stooks and Consumpticn of Unmanufactuored Tobacco, Dogember 31, 1543 (15 conts)e
3; Canadien Grain Statistics (10 cents). : %

4; Medicinal and Pharmacoutical Preparaticds Industry, 1942 (25 cents).

S The Asbestos Products Industry, 1942 (25 conts).

6. Advonce Proliminary Statoment of Stocks of Canadian Butter, Chesse and

Eggs in Principal Cities, March 1 (10-comnts),

7. Canadian Milling Statistics, January (10 cents)., -

8, Production of Concentratod Milk, Januory (10 ceénts).

9; The Fortilizor Manufacturing Industry, 1942 (15-cents).
10, Live Stock Survey, Decomber 1, 1943 (10 conts).

11, Car Loadings on Canadion Railways (10 cents). 1
12, Bank Dobits to Individual Accounts and Equation Exchange, 1943 (10 ocnts),

13. The Farm Implemonts and Machinery Industry, 1942 (25 odnts). -
14; The Prepared Stock and Poultry Foeds Industry, 1942 (25 conts).

15. Department Store Sales, Jonuary (10 cents). :

16. Monthly Review of the lWhoat Situation- (10 cents).
17, Tolephone Stotistics, 1942 (25 cents). -
18, Monthly Indexos of Country General Store Sales, Jamuary (10 cents).
19. Prices and Price Indoxes, Jamary (10 conts). -
20, Summary of Canada's Imports, Jonuary (10 cents).
21, Appondix -~ Prices and Price Indexes, Janun ~(10 cents).
22. The Employment Situation, Jamuary (10 cents). -
23, Canada's Leading Mineral Products, December (10 cents).
24; Contral Electrio Stations, Jamuary (10 cents). -
25; Finanoing of Motor Vohiclo Sales, Jamary (10 oonts).
26: Production of Ircn and Steel, Jonuary (10 ocents)e -
27, Imports by Principal Countrics, January (10 conts).
28s Trode of Canada, Jonunry (10 cents). . of
29; The Polishos and Dressings Industry, 1942 (15 cents).
30. Gainfully Occupiod in Alberta, 1941 (10 cents).
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