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Estimate of Canada's Mineral Production in 1844

Canada's mineral production in 1944 was valued at $482,260,463, nocording to a pre=
liminary estimate issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, a decrcase of $45,686,000
or 8.6 per gent from the preceding year and the lowest value recorded since 1939, The
reduotion was prineipelly in the metals groupe The total value of all metals produeced
was $307,336,217, a decrease of 14 per ocent or $40,476,000 from 1943. On the other hand,
the total value of fuels inoreased 10 per cent to $99,375,446, mainly accounted for by
the increased price for ooal. The industrial minerals total was down 12 per ocent te
£%4,201,000¢ Struoctural materials showed little ovérall change, the estimated value
being $41,348,000 as compared with $42,010,000 in 1943.

The produotion of gold was adversely affected by the labour situetion in 1244 and
the output fell to 2,885,474 fine ounces, a decrcase of 21 per cent from the preoceding
year and the lowest since 1931. Notwithstanding this reduotion, considerable proqpeot-
ing aotivity was evidenoed in Ontario, Quebeo and in the Northwest Territoriese. Muoch
new ground was staked and diamond drilling was very aotive.

Reduotions were reocorded in the production of the prinoipal base metalse Copper
output amounted to 547,943,586 pounds as oompared with 576,190,132 pounds in 1943, lead
301,073,919 pounds as ocmpared with 444,060,763, nickel 275,213,106 pounds as compared
with 288,018,615, and zine 561,072,538 pounds as compared with 610,754,354 poundse

After two years of war, and when it beocame apparent that there might be shortages
in metals that had been formerly imported, or were in great demand for war purposes,
efforts were made to looate and develop propertios oontaining thems As a result, Canada
was soon able to report productiom of such metals as tungsten, mercury, molybdenum,
ohramite and magnesium, .

In 1944 ohrome oconocentrates produotion doclined slightly and with the improved supply
poeition the Chromeraine property in Quebec olosed down in Soptember. Stooks of tungsten
ure oonsidered adequate to meet domostio requiroments for some times Tho 1944 produotion
of magnesium at 10,659,335 pounds shows and inoroase of 50 per cont over 1943s Due to a
world over-supply of meroury, produotion at tho two properties in British Columbia cemsed
during the yeare Produotion of silver deoreased 22 per eent during 1944 to 13,586,502
fine ounces, while thc output of tin deolined to 516,600 pounds from 776,937 in 1943,

Shipments of iron ore, benefloiated siderite, by the Algoma Ore Properties Limited,
a subsidiary of the Algoma Steel Corporation Limited, continued in 1944 Also, one of
the most ocutstanding mining events of the year was the oommencement of shipmonts of iron
ore by Steep Rook Iron Mines Limiteds FHere it was necessary to divert the flow of the
Seine River by an elaborate engineering projeot and to pump the lake down to & level
that would expose the orebody which underlies ite [

The ocoal situation in Canada in 1944 was marked by a further drop in production and
by & decrease in the number of plantse Conl mine labour contimued to be the determining
factor in production and the wastage due to age and mortality was not made up by young
mon entering the industrys The assistance given the industry by the ro)oase of 2,000
soldier ocoal miners on leave has been the only factor that has enabled the mines to hold
produntion at present levels. The 1944 output was recorded at 17,118,008 tons as oom=
pered with 17,869,057 tons in 1943,

Netural gas produotion inoreased four per cent to 45,956,800,000 oubio foet during
1944, while the output of orude petroleum rose to 10,071,100 barrels, an inoreass of
five per cente The 1norease at the Fort Norman wells in the Northwest Territories 'more
than made up for the drop in the Alberta outpute Produotion from New Brunswiok and
Ontario showed little change from 1943, Considereble drilling and exploratory work
was carried on in various parts of Canada in the search for new sources of oils

.

Shipmonts of asbestos decreased to 372,973 tons from the 1943 total of 467,196 tonse,
Uo.rite output inoreased fram 24,474 tons in 1943 to 114,387 tons in 1944, and tho produo=
tion of gypsum rose 14 per cent to 510,224 tonse Salt production at 713,875 tons wae

fonr per ocent higher than in 1943 and constituted e reoord; more than half of ths total
ovtput goes into the manufaoture of heavy chemiocalse
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The value of produotion of the structural materials group of minsrals deolined very
slightly from 1943, The value of clay prodvsls weas about $300,000 higher: comsnt and
lime outputs were down 1.6 per cent, and the outpul of sand and gravel and stone was
about five per cont less than in 1943,

World Wheat Situation

The wheat Lurwrat L: ow being completied in both Australie and Argentine with pro=-
duotion estimated as being well below average in both sountries. The first offiocial
estimate of the Argentine orop is 166,7 million bushels as compared with an average crop
of 240 million bushels for the ten-yeer period 1932-41. Australia's now crop is still
estimated at 50 million bushels as compared with the 1932~41 average of 162 million
bushels. The combined contribution of thess two southern hemisphsre courtrics to the

world's wheat supply is, therefore, little moroe than fifty per cent of tho avorages

Sinoe Argentina will oarry over approximately 150 million bushels of unsold wheat
into the new orop yoar her total aveilabls suoplies in 1946 will conroximate 315 million

bushelse. If allowance is made for a domestis eonsumpticn of 110 milljior bushels for
seod, feed and food in 1944=-45 Argentina will still possess over 200 million bushols
for export in this new orop year or ocarry-over at Novembor 30, 1945,

Wheat exports from Argentina during the war ysars nave tecoen ranging from 72 to 134
million bushels. In the orop year ending November 30, 1944 oxport shipmonts totalled
about 92 million bushels. In addition to the exportable surplus of 270 rmillion bushels
thero remains in Argentina some 30 million bushels under oeontract to Spain, Thus, &
appears likely that there will be a substantial carry-over in this South Amoriean country
at November 30, 1945¢ This situation mey bo modified, howevor; if the progress of the
war should make more shipping available, Tho foregoing analysis, morecver, leaves outb
of nocount the possible tse of wheat for fuol iIn 1945, Short of coal and petroleoum,
iirgentina burned over 50 million bushels of whoat in 1943 4.

R “her than adding to the world's exportable surplus Australis has this ysar produoced
little moro than half of her own domestio needs. In the light of reguirerents for the
armed forces in the Southwest Pacifioc and tho high rate of dicsappearwrooe of wheat into
domestic feed ohannels govermment officiais in Australia have stated thet it may be ne=-
cessary to import wheat in the ooming year. Tho removal of aorecags rastrictions in
fustralia in 1945 under these oiroumsteances would not be surprising.

Decreasing stookpiles of wheat in the southern hemisphere arc offiet by continued
large supplies in North Amerioca. United Stat:s wheat supplics appoar suffigiont to
permit exports of up to 100 million bushels in the curront crop year. Cenada's stookpile
of whent, over and above domestic requirements, exocecded 550 million bushols at December 1.

With this supply pioture as background members of the Dominion-Prcvincial Agriouitural
~omfaronce, meeting in Ottewa during the first wock in Desember, recommonded that whoat
aorcago in Canada be reduced to 21.5 million aores in 1945, It was fel® that an inorease
in ccarse grein aoreage to provide feed reserves for the present largo livo-stock popula=-
tion was desirables Emphasis was also plased upon the desirability of maintaining
summerfallow acreage in the Prairie Provinces as & measure of protection against low
yields during the following year. Althovgh agricultural leadars are anxious that Canada
should be in a position to meet any demands for wheat which may be mado upon her they do
not wish to see this ocountry carrying a burdensomo surplus over into thu post.wor poricde
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Departmert Store Sales in November

Dollar sales of Canadian department storos in November werc 15 per ocni groater than
in the corresponding month of 1943, and advanced 17 per cent above sales recorded in the
preceding monthe Unadjusted indexes of sales, on the baso 1935-1939=100, stood at 225.4
ror November, 193s1 for October and 196.C for November, 1943. During ths first 11 months
of 1944, sales avoraged 1l per gent higher than ir the similar period of ths preceding
yuare

Country Generanl Store Sales in November

Sales transacted by country general stores during November wera savon.por gont higher
than the volume of business realized in the corresponding month of 1943, Tho increase
refleots a greater purchasing power resulting from grain and livestook movements- The
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gonoral unadjusted index of sales, on the base 193 -1939%100, stands at 1661 for Novcmber
1944 as compared with 156.1e During the first 11 months of 1944, sales cveragod 9.4 per
cont higher than in the ocomparable periocd of 1943

e s -

Finanoing of Motor Vehicle Sales in November

New and uscd motor vehioles financed by finance companies during November totalled
2,303 units with a finanoed value of $1,053,637, & reduotion of 17 por cent in number
end 10 per oent in amount of financing from the 2,766 vehioles finanocoed in November 1943
for $1,181,104, Included in the November 1944 totels were 227 new vshicles financod to
the extent of $267,266s There were 2,162 new vehioles financed duriang the first 11
months of 1944 as compared with 941 in the same period of 1943, Usedl veliecles financed
in the January to November period numbered 29,255 ns compared with 36,292 in 1943,

o —

Car Loadings on Canadian Railways

Car loadings on Canadian rallways for the weck ended December 23 foll to 62,790
oars from 67,474 for the previous week but were oonsiderably higher than the 52,425
oars reocorded for the eorresponding week last years The Christmas holiday feliing on
Saturday last year undoubtgdly reduced loadings in 1943,

Grain loadings rose fram 5,536 oars in 1943 to 6,935 oars, lives‘ck from 2,128
to 2,792 cars, ooal from 4,976 to 5,882 cars, pulpwood fram 1,377 to 1,929 cars, pulp
and paper from 2,578 to 3,186 oars, lumber, lath and shingles from 2,143 to 2,664 cars,
nutomobiles and parts from 1,084 to 1,403 cars and fresh vegetables from 472 to 998

oars. Logs and other forest produots fell from 1,830 to 1,581 cars ond hay end stroaw
from 828 to 452 carse

Cunada's External Trade in November

Canada's external trade, exoluding gold, was valued at $459,090,000 in November as
compared with $478,500,000 in the preceding month and $453,723,000 in November, 1943,
During the first 11 months of 1944 the aggregate value was $4,844,630,000 as compared with
$4,293,593,000 in the corresponding period of 1943, an advance of $551,037,000 or 12,8
per cent,

Domestic merchandise exports in November were valued at $312,491,000 as conpared with
$313,962,000 in October and 5289,912,000 in the corresponding month of 1943,  During the
first 11 months of 1944 the total rose to $3,173,074,000 fram the $2,638,904,000 recorded
in the comparable period of 1943, en inorease of $504,170,000 or 18.9 per cents

Cormodity imports in November were valued at $141,617,000 as oompared with $160,050,«
000 in Ootober and $160,311,000 in November 1943, the aggregate for tho first 11 months of
1944 stending at $1,631,682,000 as ocompared with $1,600,205,000 in the similar period of
1943, a rise of $31,477,000.

Foreign merchandise exports in November amounted to $4,982,000 as compared with
$4,487,000 in the preceding month and $3,500,000 in November 1943. The total for the
first 11 months of 1944 waas $39,875,000 as compared with $24,485,000 in the like period
(o)) 1943.

Cenadats Merchand ise Imports in November

Canade 's merchandise imports in November wére valued at $141,617,000 as compared with
$160,311,000 in the oorresponding month of 1943, & reduction of 11.7 per cent. The value
during the first 11 months of 1944 aggregated $1,631,682,000 as compared with $1,600,205,-
000 in the oomparable period of 1943, a minor advanoe of $31,477,000.

The United States was the leading souroce of supply, the November valuation of imports
from that oountry standing at $116,087,000 as oormpared with $130,935,000, and the 1ll-month
total at $1,344,281,000 as compared with $1,812,168,000s Imports from the United Kingdom
in Novéember were valued at $11,137,000 as ocompared with $12,803,000, and the 1l-month
figure, $101,204,000 as oompared with $126,398,000.
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Imports from British India in November were valued at $2,517,000 as oompared with
$1,771,000 in November 1943, from Venezuela $1,374,000 as compared with $463,000, Colome
bia $1,094,000 as aompared with $1,279,000, Newfoundland $1,004,000 ns compered with
$703,000, Mexioo $988,000 as comparsd with $799,000, Ceylon 614,000 as compared with
14,000, and Barbados $605,000 as oompared with $1,083,000

The following were amongst the leading commodities imported during November, totals
for the corresponding month of 1543 being in brackets: fruits, $4,225,000 ($3,385,000);
ootton, $9,674,000 ($8,221,000); wool, $2,560,000 (§6,403,000); rolling mill products,
v4,682,000 (64,307,0005; engines and boilers, $3,403,000 ($5,835,000); farm implements,
42,517,000 ($1,535,000); maohinery, other than agrioulturul, $5,618,000 ($€,221,000).

Other large imports included the followings vohioles, $6,944,000 ($8,137,000); elec-
trionl epparatus, ¥3,739,000 (4¥4,828,000); coal, ¥10,164,000 ($10,061,000)3 petroleum
produots, $8,632,000 ($8,247,000); chemicals, ¥6,654,000 ($6,677,000); tea, ¥1,685,000
($851,000); furs, 31,369,000 ($878,000); glass and glasswaro, ¥1,402,000 ($836,000);
olay products, $1,394,000 ($1,171,000).

Storange Stocks of Creamery Butter, Cheese
and Bggs in Nine Principal Cities on Jdanuary 1

There were 25,214,131 pounds of oreamery buttor on hend in nine of the prineipal
oities of Caneda on Jenuary 1 as oompared with 34,650,268 pounds on December 1 and
30,339,932 pounds on Jenuery 1, 1944. Cheese stocks were reduced to 29,740,434 ,pounds.
On Docember 1 there were 31,213,364 pounds on hand, end on January 1; 1944, 32,203,295
pounds. Frozen egzs totelled 21,836,731 pounds as compared with 28,392,542 on Decomber
1 and 4,999,998 pounds on Jamuary 1, 1944.

Business Conditions in 1944

Eoonomic rotivity reached a new maximum in the year just ended; as moasured by the
information relating to the first eleven monthse The volume of production in the first
part of the year surpassed all previous records and the recession in later months wes of
rolatively mihor proportions. Consequently the high levels of 1943 wero exceecded and
the year's output constituted a new high point in the history of the Dominion. The
revival of enemy resistance in Europe has retarded tre oonversion to civilian production
and wor supplies arc still being turned out in heavy volumo.

Business operations in Cansada whioh had shown e declining trend during the first
ton months were praotically maintained in Novembere The index of the physiorl volume of
business in final form was 227.9 against 228.0 in the preceding month.

The factors indicating the trend of ocommodity distribution recorded a considorable
inorease while the other four main oomponents reached a lowsr positiors The index of
minoral produotion was 192 against 209+ The output of coal was 1,637,863 tons cgainst
1,532,295 in October, the index rising about eight points to 8%.2. Gold roceipts at
the Mint were 239,587 fine ounces against 222,542,

The index of manufecturing reoceded ebout one point in Novomber, the stending having
boen 284.Te Greater eotivity was shown by the meat packing industry, the index of
slaughterings rising from 169 to 208, The output of dairy products was at o higher
lovel after sensonal adjustments The index of tobacco releases advanced more than
oleven points to 199¢8s Boot and shoe production showed a decline in the latest month
for whioh statistios are availebles Considerable increase was shown in the raw gotton
oonsumed by textile millse The index of forestry operations dropped about four points
to 124.6. The operations of the newsprint industry were at a slightly higher level
after the usual adjustment.

The new business obtalned by the oonstruotion industry showed a oonsidereble recession
in November, the general index receding from 1l13¢% to 927+ The output of eleoctrio
power was ot a somewhat lower level, the index doclining four points to 1485

The index of distribution rose from 162 to 171y The reilway traffio wos at a oone
siderably higher point, the index of tons carried rising from 144.4 to 1l64e4e Retail
sales and distribution from wholesale outlets récorded a oonsiderable inorease in the
latest month for whioh statistios are availabloe Imports showed decline in November
from the high level of the preoceding month, the totel having been $141,6 million against
v160.1 millions The value of oommodities exported was praotically maintained after

\
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scasoncl adjustment the total having been $317+5 million against $3813.4 millions

The index of grain and livestock marketings rose from 110.7 in November to 133.4
in tho month undor review. Considerable incrcases were shown both in grain and live-
stock marketingss The index of cold storage holdings receded fram 181,5 to 1807 on
Deocomber 1:

Eoonomie isctivity in November oomparod with the Preceding Month
1935-1939=2100

1944
Novembor Qotober

?hy510&1 Volume of BUSINESS eesssssesncssessssocscssasaae 237 .9 22840
Industrial Prodiuotiion oeessseceasiedsesensmieess sssesessoes 25544 25947
Minerel Production sesesccicssdsnssassnsanpsdadssscscacas 191.7 2089
Gold RUOQiptS B L 9 S E BN S POCBPNESLEIENIEEEEIRNNELOLEDOes R en 7106 63.2
Coal B odiiioll i@k s« 3 o » o cl@iole a6l sero eiiliala ofevarsfore sialievars @ o 99c2 9143

Manufaoturing 080808600648, 80000 0PI sEsneseTtifossstoscasss 284,17 285.8
Flour Produetion (X) MNP0 aREPCcaNensniqrer neeestnenedosd 1 SR 14346
Rdilod Colis PSRRI on () & oo Fepatbiphes GaTom s o enisnses 970 110:0
Inspooted Slaughterings cieeescessscssssessressnsccscsne 208.1 16944

CESEHELET (a5 R ARl s s o tssisaioh il aro (Shailbis [Ghokea] + uskore 0i07s oy oid)ekelo w @ 159-8 125.7
Sheep e8P e PV e TR I LOPOCEODIPNSEEEINOREOIDBRINP I OEOOESEITSD 127 .4 774
Hogs $ 600808 EBEICTIeECE 1 000®S P09 EIDNOEE0IE:00IFNEO0OEC LoD 24945 207 7
Creamery BiREBEIT SIS eerail s o oo raPelelare| s (Lo cafiilaf ke e sl sie SibrarsNanas gl to: S¥axd 120.8 112.8
Faotory ChooB6 eescececeesressscetscsnccsoinsscanssesssns 203.0 15145
Tobeacco c.oc-.--c.-.--o--o-u-u-~-‘¢.-ncc-u---oo.ouno..;.. 199.9 18807
Cigor RolonsSeS eecsccesserastovsevsnsasssasoensasnsssnns 132,9 123.7

Cig&retto Rcleases L N N N N N RS RN 205~3 194.0
Boots and ShOGS Produotion (x) Se B P IR OIS NGB dBCOONPEDIRNDS 14900 126.1

TOX1t110S esasesseccnasiacasescassseresoasaarsscssvannnnone 134.4 133.0
Cotton oonsumIption ecescesseosovessseoscessscstssssnsssnsne 139.7 132.0
Forestry B R T R P A R T N S S I R L] 124.. 128.5
Noewsprint cesecvesescsascerscacssnsnoncsusesssssssscescs 97.7 96.6
Iron and Steﬁl DO 8 eP et e Les s R b OoaaReEyotsosse seansedne SSBCO 573&3
Pig Iron Produotion eccosccscrsaarcosesocorssssssssavense 2227 271.7
Steel Produobion cssecesvessossescsssassoscovsasssessssncas 251,7 25943
B S GRS ONN 2l allsr s = onc (6:3] o 5 3)f% o, SHuifa] aiorar e s Brofeiah saie) shets a¥ore: o /6 92,7 11344
Contraﬂts Awarded et ecses s es L dBeaRs 68Betn RSB REEREQESEETRE 8500 10602
Building Permits St e s ctaerassreseeentsnsteetR RO dssntE 12%a2 141.9
Cost of Construotion O et sesactetetbonressresentenanes e 156 o7 LTSN
Elegtric POWAR il veiandierniind o's bxatsiiinsohors slehdentatatieronnie slusstors o aha 14845 152.4
Distribution seeeceecscsescscesasasssnsnsssnssescsasncsnsns 171,11 16244

Marketings -
Gruin &nd LiVG StOOk M&rketings (AN ERERENEENEN EEIEELNERNEEN ] 13394 110@7
Grﬂin Mark@tings = Country Elev&tors Nasese et s esssoan 135.0 1111

Wheat 0® 888 88 eat et st sRtNolesetatpsonessonseststosrcsoeacnasd 21207 122-3
GEEE o o sloniale sl h e o o 5o 5} o el arsiae axerars o shelaiBiaRERNarsusrs /o s 5°5 0 050 124.7 251 .7
Live StOOk Marketings ©C 8 % 000823 e0000e0 0B eseetBtonssesant 126&7 108-9
GEMEEID. o o~ BRaIBRERRLS exiiohatars & o agossrohs; oxdlo e ¢ f-orafath haRakelaie " o¥u " o) o o) o 0o 125.1 101.6
CAlVeS censcossnssascssssvasnssbanscocrsssessonassssnsnsnsceh 8692 9602
Hogs R e O O N N P S R I e I I R R R R 13949 1441
Sher G0 PP U O EENNIIDVEPNNENEPIRPPOIRREPIOILEEDOEGOEROIGERDRLD 196-7 109.4
Cold Storage Holdings, 1st of following month seecececsecs 18C,7 181.5
Buttor 9 003 S EEN0 B0 NREOBEEBAIRAEIOIIGAROSEOEBROLLIOICERIDRES 104&9 10500
ChEESO seesrsnssserbecasrsettrissssssessncosennsssnsacssneve 155.0 13745
BEOf cessonsovsses.escnnssscscrecsnssosencitosccsensnscnas 12% o6 181.1
POrk cscs-sessscetesossccosscnsnssssosnsoasshcadnscessss 156.8 173.4
Muttcn e S0 E 908 EC B RSN IID IO NA PR RNEIEENONEREBOOEED SO 7604 7531
“oultry CeeaaPNIEENREINCD NS RLRENEITANACINODIUEO s esse 250.6 46647
Iﬂrd 07 883 8380888088 e0cses st ee0e0RetIelsiososenessrenc s 230.1 246.5
VOB o4 o 45 o ohn siakalalons Biag » & o o o:0lesolaieinsofagers ata o feialinsterststalareisre oloie 160.0 16463

(x) Preceding Month

Stooks and Murketingp of Thoat

Stocks of Cenadian wheat in store or in trensit in North Ameriea on December 28
totalled 371,561,727 bushels as ocompared with 358,506,146 on the corrésponding date in
1943, Stooks on the latest date inoluded 327,046,305 bushels in Canncdian positions
cnd 44,515,422 bushels in United States positionse.
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Deliveries of wheat from ferms in tho Prairie Provinees cduring the week onding
December 28 emounted to 4,939,594 bushels as ocompared with 8,726,233 in the preocding
woeks From August 1 to Decumber 28 marketings totalled 219,944,08) bushels as compared
with 117,596,911 in the ocorresponding period ol the preceding ocrop yeare

The following quantitles of cocrsc grains were also delivered from Prairie farms
curing the week ending Deccmber 28, totals for the preoceding week being in braockctsi
octs, 1,991,233 (1,691,901) bushels; barley, 1,002,542 (1,502,092); ryo, 35,736 (81,127);
flaxseod, 41,525 (88,080).

Docember 1 Cost of Living Index iumber

The Dom.nion Bureau of Statistics cost of living index number on the base
1935-1939=2100 deoclined from 118.9 for Novembor 1 to 118.5 for Deocmbar 1, 1944, This
chengo was wholly acoounted for by e reduction in the food group index from 131.6 to
130.3, with lower prioces for eggs, vegetables and fruits oontributing the major portion
of the deolines The December 1944 ocost of living index compares with a 1943 ysar-end
figure of 11943, and 115.8 on December 1, 1941, when maximum prioce rogulations went into
effeots Group indexes other than foods remanined unchanged for December 1944 as
followa: rentals, 112.0; fuel and light, 108el; clothing, 12146; homefurnishings and
services, 118s4; and miscellaneous itemas, 10849

Reports Issued During the Week

l. Preliminory Estimate of Canada's Mineral Production, 1944 (10 cents).
2. Finanoing of Motor Vehicle Sales, November (10 ocents).

3. Indexes of Country General Store Sales, November (10 conts).

4. Department Store Sales, Novomber (10 corts).

5« Car Loadings on Canadian Railways (10 cents).

6. Monthly Review of the Wheat Situation (10 cents).

7. ndvance Prolimirary Statement of Stoocks of Butter, Cheese and Bggs

in Nine Prinoipal Cities, Jaxmary 1 (10 cents).

8« Imports of Prinoipal Countries, Novembor (10 cents).

9, Summary of Canada's Imports, Novomber (10 ocents).
10. Trade of Canada, November (10 cents).
11, Price Movements, Decomber (10 cents)e
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