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The use of asbestos can be traced back to ancient times. 	It was used for wicks in 
the lamps of the Vestal Virgins, and as a cremation cloth by the Romans. Later, in the 
reign of Peter the Great, q factory was established in Russia for the manufacture of as-. 
bestos articles. 	Chrysottio, the finest asbestos, was disoovered in the Province of 
Quebec about 1862 and the mineral was first produced oornrnc.rcially in Canada in 1878 from 
the serpentine formations of the Thetford area in the Eastern Townships. 	The Canadian 
deposits are the largest known in the world* hsbestos enters into a great variety of 
products, including brake lining, clutch facings, packings, cloth, insulation, mill.- 
board, siding, shingles, roofing, tile and p1poso 	In 1944 the production in Canada 
amounted to 373,000 tons, aocording to preliminary totalso 
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The manufacture of baskets is one of the oldest of all handiorafte. 	The ancient 
Israelites used baskets in offering sacrifices :  the early Britons were skilled in bask- 
etry and the Chinese have for ages produced baskets Ci grent beauty. 	The Indians of 
the .Amerioas reached a. high dogree of proficienoy in the art. 	To-day basketry holda 
an important part in educational work 	It is taught in practically all schools where 
manual training has been introduced and has proven an admirable industry for the aged 
and disabled, especially the blind. 	Canadian production of baskets and orates for 
fruit and vegetables were valued at 01,850,000 in 1942 
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The making of carpets is an art which belongs to remote antiquity. 	The Egyptians 
and Babylonians used them not only as floor coverings but also as 'overing for walls and 
tables. 	Beautiful carpets were also made by the Assyrians, Persin.ns, Chinese and In-. 
dians. 	The oonquesof Alexander the Groat resulted in carpets being introduced into 
Greeoe as spoils of war, and the Crusaders brough5 carpets home with them to Italy, 
France and Spain. Eleanor of Spain, when she married Edward the First, took carpets 
and rugs to England with her, but it was Queen Elizabeth who brought thorn into general 
use. Her adventurous traders, soouring the seas for cargoes, found them profitable. 
Most of the carpets and rugs used in Canada are manufactured in the Dominion and the 
output in 1942 had a factory value of about 6,219000, according to the General Manu-
factures Branoh of the Dominion Bureau of Statistioso 
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The axe is the symbol of pioneering. The first settlers landing in America were 
met with the task of clearing the land, building log oabths, fashioning crude furniture 
and literally hewing homes for themselves out of the virgin forest. 	They used the axes 
with straight cutting edges and straight helves or handles that aro still used in many 
parts of Europe. Following the pioneers, and largely recruited from their ranks, came 
the lumbermen and later the pulpwood operators, and the axe changed its form to meet 
each new requirement. The woodsman's axe is probably the most universally useful of 
all the tools man has adapted to his use down through the ages* 	It takes the place 
ofa whole chest of carpenter's tools. With it an oxort can do almost anything with 
wood, from felling a tree to sharpening a pencil. More axes were produoed in Canada in 
1943 than in any other year for hich statistics are available, the total in that year 
having been 787,000 as compared with 403.000 in 1939, 562,000 in 1930 and 672,000 in 19209 
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Replacing the horse-car systems used in Montreal •nd Toronto as early as 1861 0  alec-
trio street railways were first seen in operation in Canada in 1885, when a successful 
experimental railway was constructed and operated at the Toronto Exhibition Grounds. The 
first electric railway line in Canada and probably the first in North America, which ran 
between Windsor and Walkerville, was established early in June 18860 The era of the 
horse-drawn street oar was definitely ending. The growth in street oar traffio within 
the half oentury has been rapid, reaching a peaoe-ttme peak in 1929 when the number of 
passengers exceeded 833,000,000. 	There was a heavy drop during the worst of the de- 
pression years. The war years, however, have witnessed a tremendous growth in the 
passenger traffic of electric street railway systems, and in 1943 the numbor oarried was 
1,177,000,000 - an all-time record. 	In several municipalities the eleotria street 
oar has been displaced by motor buses, and praotioally all street rd.lway oompanies 
operate motor buses and trackless trolley buses in onjunotion with their electric 
street oars, 
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Stocks of F00d on April 1 

_eery butter In storage and in transit on Aprl 1 showed a better 
poa$iOfl than on the corxa&p.or.ding date of last year ;  being almost wo million pounds 
greater. 	On April l 1945, the stoois amounted to 13,418962 pounds as compared with 
J1,474,318 pounds a year ago- 	Jhere was the usual seasonal reduction from the stooks 

March 1, which were 20,678,181 pcunds 	Stocks of cheese in 8torage and in transit 
on April 1 were 21,293,287 pounds C -: compared with 20,724,820 last year and 24,275 $ 73 
pounds a month ago 

Holdings by manufacturers of evaporated whole milk on AprIl 1 totalled 20,142,518 
pounds. Inst year the stocks were only 5,663 024 pounds, while on March 1 of this year 
stocks amounted to 18,269,781 pounds 	Stocks of skim milk powder were 2,982,742 pounds, 
being a large increase over the holdings of Ar,ril 3, 1944, whIch were 715,385 pounds, 
but only slightly altered from the March 1 total of 2,821,358 pounds. 

Stocks of shell eggs on April J. increased to 5,608,499 dozen from the Maroh 1 hold-
ings of 2,821,907 dozen- 	The current holdings, however, were almost a million dozen 
less than the 	572,ulu dozen held a year agoo 	Frozen eggs on hand were below the 
quantities held last your and last months- On April 1 this year the stocks totalled 
11,503,127 pounds as compared with 13,317,776 on Aorii 1 last year Fnd 18 0 078,964 on 
March 1, 1945. There was a reduction in total stocks of dressed pultry on April 1 to 
11,385,291 pounds from the April 1, 1944 total of 20,2Y7,024 pounds, and the March 1 
figure of 15,931,975 pounds0 

Holdings of all moat on April 1 ;  1945 cauouited to 94,587,488 pounds, as compared 
with last year's April 1 stocks of 149,208 ; 603 pounds, at which time storage space was 
difficult to findo Of the current stcoks, pork totalled 59,869,371 pounds, beef 29,- 
011,516 pounds, veal 2,549,126 pounds, and nuttori and lamb 3,157,475 pounds. 	Lard 
stocks, which were 2O027 ;  442 pounds on April i 1944, were reduced to 3,286,367 pouuda 
on April 1, 1945 

Stocks of frozen fIsh on April 1 totalled 17,293,958 pounds, according to prelimi-
nary figureso 	These comparo with 20,686,501 pounds on March 1 and 20,296,086 on April 
1, 1944. 	Cod stocks on April 1 this year amounted to 2,288 ? 155 pounds, haddock 549,162 0  
smoked fillets 523,991 pounds, salmon 2,041,623 pounds and sea herring 7,114,185 pounds. 

Holdings of apples on April 1 were reduaed to 885,554 bushels from last month's 
stocks of 2,042,270 bushels.but the seasonal stocks wero higher than last year's total 
of 621,611 bushels0 Potato holdings wore 1'O,420 tons as compared with 137,655 tons a 
year ago and 197,877 tons last month6 Stocks of oniona were 8,432 tons, being 10 times 
the holdings of a year ago, when the stooks were 838 tons. 

Frozen fruit and fruit in preservatives on Arril 1 totalled 23,286,877 pounds as 
compared with 28,585,172 pounds last year and 26,579,724 pounds a month ago. Of the 
current stocks, 239,612 pounds were in frozen packages of 1 10 pounds and under', 
7,925,650 pounds tover 10 ounds , and 15,121,615 pounds In preservatives, chiefly in 
sulphur dioxide, but also in benzoate of soda. 

Vegetables, fror'en and in brine, amorited to 4,431,959 pounds on April 1. Last 
year the stocks totalled 1,394,937 pounds and last month the total was 4,897,177 pounds 

Dairy Situation in Canada in March 

March was & favourable month for dairyingo 	The creamery butter output of 14,525,000 
pounds was nearly three per cent above that of March last year. During the first three 
months of the current year 36,550,000 pounds were produced, or two per cent more than 
that made in the same period of the preceding year. Duo to a reduction in the butter 
ration to six ounces, and more rigid control measures, the domestic disappearance in 
January declined two million pounds 	In February it fell four million pounds, but, of 
oourse, part of this was due to the difference in the length of the rronth and imist be 
discounted to this extent, 	Produotion prospoots are brighter, the season is earlier, 
more milk is being produced and there promises to be a considerable quantity of surplus 
milk diverted into the creamery butter channol during the month of April. 	Indications 
now point to a sizeable reserve supply at May 1, the and of the normal storage season. 

Cheddar eheos production continues to advance, the output in 1aroh ariounting to 
3,532,000 pounds, or 114 per cent above thqt of the same month a year ago. During 
the first quarter of 1945, eight million pounds were uroduced, nearly five per cent 
greater than that made in thu first three months of 1944 



whole end skim combined, advanoeI 12 per cent during 
ag?, 'gyving a tot1 production of 20,311,000 pounds. Whole 

rk products of 17 million poundzmoved up 10 per oent and milk by-products amounted 
to- 3,211,000 pounds, an increase of 33 per oento 	Evaporated milk advanced 12 per cent, 
'iving a total of 13,407,000 'pounds; and skim milk powder inoreased to 2,296,000 pounds 
or 52 per cent greater than that manufactured in March 1944. 

The ice cream output fell to 899,000 gallons in March, a six per cent decline from 
that of the samo month ltst year. 	Liuring the three-month period, 2,527,000 gallons 
were produced, representing a reduction of approximately two per cent. 

The total production of milk in February was approximately 916,336,000 pounds, 
While this represented a decline from last year, on the basis of a 29-day month, there 
would sotually be an increase of two per oon -t in comparison with a 28.-day month. More 
milk was diverted into creamery butter in the Eastern Provinces, and in British Columbia 
oonoontratod milk absorbed a greater prcportion of the total supplyo Although complete 
March figures of milk production are not yet available, it is a significant fact that 
the quantity used for manufacture in factories was 15 million pounds or three and one 

..- half per cent greato'- than that used in March 1944 

The month of March was exceptionally warmo High temperatures and normal sunshine 
prevailed throught the Dominion, and there was little or no snow to impede deliveries 
from farms. 	Cow numbers, reported in February, we'rc obout one per cent higher than 
those of a year ago, and an increase in those coming into laotation in March would tend 
to raiso the percentage of cows being milkodo 	On the whole the calving season is a 
little earlier than it was a year ago. Advance information would indicate that milk 
production will be well maintained during the coming season. A decline is imminent in 
the Prairie Provinces, but it is expected that this will be offset by the increase in 
Eastern Canada and West Coast regions. 

Trends in Food Distribution in FebruaIZ  

Food wholesalers reported a more active trading market in February of this year than 
last, as measured by dollar volume of bus inoss, Reports received by the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistios from 77 of the larger wholesale grocery establishments recorded an advance 
of five per oent f: that trade, while statomens from fruit and vegetable wholesalers 
tndioated an increase of six per oent. 

Sales trarisnotod by 942 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food 
retailing field averaged six per oont higher in February 1945 than sales of 956 units 
operated by the same 27 firms in February a ytar ago 	Sales reported by 1,283 inde- 
pendent food stores were three per cent higher0 The sample of stcres comprising this 
monthly survey includes grocery stores, conbination grocery and moat stores as well as 
meat markets. 

Stocks and Markotings of Wheat and Coarse Grains 

Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North Ameroa at midnight on 
April 5 amounted to 340,190,299 bushels as compared with 331,487 0 507 bushels on the 
corresponding date of last yoar. 	Stocks on the lato't date included 320,069,799 
bushels in Canadian positions and 20 ; 120,500 bushels in United States positions. 

Deliveries of wheat from farms in the Prairie Provinces during the week ending 
April 5 amounted to 2,742 2 606 bushels as compared with 2,193,239 bushels in the pre-
ceding week. During the elapsed portion of the Dresent crop year deliveries from farms 
totalled 274 0 630,840 bushels as compared with 2O3 590,320 in the similar period of 
1943-44. 

The following quantities of coarse grains wero also delivered from farms in the 
Prairie Provinces during the week ending April 5, totals for the preceding week being 
in braoketss oats, 1,829,441 (1,562,329) bushels; barley, 263,208 (258,071); rye, 39,696 
(43,065); flaxaeed, 16,518 (12,762). 

Indexes of Wholesale Sales in Februar 

The dollar volume of wholesale trading transacted during February increased six per 
oent over the corresponding month of last yearo The advanoe was smaller than that re-

'corded 1.xi January whDn salos were 14 per cent abcve the value of trading in January,l944. 
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The February unadjusted index of sales on the base s  1935-1939100 9  stands at 1788 corn-
• 	pared with 1823 in the preceding mcnth and 168'8 in February 1944o 

While all regions of the ocuntry shared in the six per cent gain, increases were 
not uniform, ranging from three p'r cent in British Columbia to 10 per cent in Ontario. 
Increases on a regional basis were as o1lows ¼ritime Provinces, seven per oent Quebec, 
four per cent; Ontario, 10 per contF Prairie ProvInces 9  four per oentj and British 
Columbia, three per OOflte 

The automotive equipment tradi and the foot -Rear trade each opirtod a substantial 
gain of 15 per cento 	Tobacco and confectionery sales were up 12 pr cent 9  while hard- 
ware viholosalers roportd jight por cent more business tranciotodD Smaller gains of 
six, five and four nor cent wore recorded by the fruIts and vegetabies trade d  the gro-
cery trade and the drug trade respectivelyo Dry goods sales were slightly less than 
one per cant below the lovol of trading in February 1944,, while clothing sales declined 
by one per ont 

Sales and Purchasos of Securities Between 
CarwLdaand 	Jtuivary  

Not sales of securitIes by Canada to other countries increased to $9,70C 9 000 in 
Janurry as compared with 2,900000 in December and $4000000 in Novembero Not sales 
of socuritis to the Unitod Statos of 31l700000 woru higr than in most months of 
1944 9  but a largr part arose from sales of United States securitlea than usu ,-, Io Sales 
of Canadion bonds to the TJnited States accounted for 06 a  500,000 of the totalo Net re-
purohaos from tho United Kingdom of 2 r  200,000 wore distributed between Ganadian bonds 
and stocks0 There were net sales of 3200000 o other oountrios: 

Sales of recurities to all countries in January were valued at 26,000000 as coin-
par,u with $18,100000 In the preceding month and Ovi6,600,000 in the corresponding month 
of last yoaro Purchases from other oountriec in January totalled •l6 ) 300 D 000 as can-
pared with 315200000 in Decomber and C10,500,000 in January 1944 	Sales to the United 
States in January amoun- .ed to 25500,0 1_10, while the purchaees from that country totalled 
13,800 9 000o 

Indoxos o 1' Re 	1a los in '%brucry  

February retail sales avsragec three per cent higher than in the precoding month 
and were six per otr.' higher than in February a year ago 9  according to returns received 
from a sample number of firms roprosnting 14 different trades dealing chiefly in food, 
olothing and household roquiremntc0 The general sales index, on the base 19351939 2  
100, stands at 1468 for February, 1431 for January and 139O for February l944 

Commercial Failures in 194 

The number of commercIal failures receded to a particularly lc'w point in 1944, re-
flecting the prosporcue condItion of industrial onterpriseo Assignments were loss during 
1944 than in any other ,  year si.noo the stat.stics were first collected shortly after the 
termination of the lasi var., Te total was 218 oomnred with 314 in the preoeding year. 
Tho number in 193 the last poaco..time year 9  was 1,392, i: than six times as great as 
in 1944 	The greatest numbr cf business fatalities during the period from the end of 
the last war wao shcvn in 1922 - hon failuros reached the high total of 3,925. 

Dofaultod liabt1iios also reached 	low pcint in 1944 	A ocnsidorble decline was 
shown from 1943 and the tt was loss than in any other year sinco 1923 when the statis-
tics of dcfault3d liabilit- les wcro first collected. 	The amount was reduced to $3,101,435 
against $486,247 in the preceding •,,roarn 	Tha tota. in 1939 was 15,089461, while the 
maximum in the last 22 years was re. 	d in 1923 at 61 ? 617,527 

Commercial failures of tradIng stablis'nrtents in 1944 nwnberod 46 cc*npared with 105 
in 1943o 	in rnnu?aoturIng, there w.r3 32 failures compared with 23, in personal servtoe 
28 compared with 2 7, in profeesiznal service 20 compared with eight and in construction 
27 compared with 41:, 



Empl one nt Sitaat ion at Februarz  1 

Thoro was continued Lmportant curtailmoxit in general industrial activity at the 
beginning of Februtry.. repeating the si1iation indicated at midwtnter in six of the 
last seven yearso Previously, employment had usually, though not invariably, shown 
partial recovery at February ]. from the year-end lay...offs0 	The 15,074 firms furnishing 
data to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics reported a combined worl'ing force of 1,820,842, 
as compared with 1835 ; 294 at January 1 	This decline of 14,452 persons, or 08 per 
cent, 1oword the indox number of employment, or. the base 1926100, from 1804 at January 
1 to 178,9 at February 1, when it was 2.3 per cent below the February 1, 1944 figure of 
832. Since the recession was contrary to the usual movement at February 1 in the ex-
perience of the period, 1929-37, used in calculating the factors f seasonal variation, 
the seasonally-adjusted index was also reduced, falling from 187' at January 1 to 185.99 

The rosumption of operati:ns on a more usual scale following the interruptions due 
to the year-end holidays brought about a substantial increase in the weekly payrolls re-
ported at the beginning of February0 These aggregated 058545,624, as compared with 
455,233,907 at J€mnua:'r l o 	The gain was six per oent 	The per capita earnings, which 
had declined from 3l9 at Dooemhoi 1 to 3010 at January 1, rose to 33215 at the 
latest dateo Th increase of O2O5 in the weekly earnings at February 1 as compared 
with January 1 apprcximatod that of 207 indicated in the same comparison in 1944, whioh 

ought. the February 1 average to 33176 	In 1943 the mean at that date was 

Improvement ws indicato in manufo.cturIng at the begiiming of February, when the 
gain of 12,001 r:sons or 11 per cent, was below the average at midwinter in the 
years since 1920, although it exceeded the advance at February 1, 1944. The increase 
over January 1 took place largely in the manufacture of non..durable goods, the largest 
being in textile faotories. The trend was also favourable in the manufacture of durable 
goods, mainly in iron and sto1 plants ioaong the non-manufaoturing divisions, logging 
showed little general ohango; considerably greater activity was reported in mining, 
while curtailment largiy seascnl in character ?  was indicated in communications, trans.-
portation, construction and ima&nona11uo, services and trado 	The most pronounced losses 
were those of 5.,342 persona in transportation, 10458 in construction, and 12,642 in 
trade0 

Produoti on of Automobiles in February  

Production of automobiles in Canada in February totalled 1300 units compared 
with 13,745 in the preceding month and 13,930 in Fobruary 1944 During the first two 
months of the current year, 26835 units were manufactured compared with 27,632 in the 
corresponding period of 1944 Production was limited to commercial cars, including 
trucks, busec, chassis, and military vehicles0 

Factory Sales of E1eotr13  Batteries 

Sales of electric storage batteries and parts by principal Canadian producers 
during the fourth quarter of 1944 ire valued at 02,663,430 comparud with 2,409,278 
in the preceding quarter and 32.,426125 during October, November and December, 1943. 
Sales for the latest period included 330,289 battorioi at 	806,624 for the ignition 
of internal combustion engines, 1,210 baiterios at 04,486 for motor cycle starting, 
15,955 cells at 01230 824 for farm lighting plants, 1,724 cells at 343,175 for railway 
service, batteries valued at $408,,612 for other purposes, including those for tele-
phone switchtoards, and miscellaneous parts and supplies for batteries valued at 
3279,709. 

Produc bion of Iron and Steel inFbru 

Produotlon of pig iron in February amounted to 149,487 tons oanpared with 141,878 
in the corresponding rncnth of last year0 The total for the latest month included 126-
637 tons of basic iron, 9403 tons of foundry iron and 13,447 tons of malleable iron. 

Production of steel ingots and steel castings during February totalled 250,464 net 
tons compared with 22852 in February 1944 Output in February of this year included 
235,602 tons of irigots and 14,862 tons of castings. Output of ferro-alloys in February 
amounted to 13,402 not tons compared with 12,130 in the preceding month and 14,720 in 
the oorresponding month of last year. 



EoonomicCntjtjons during First Two Months of 1945 

the average of six major factors indica - i 	uhL trnd of 
-- c-onomio conditirns in the f.irst two months of 1945 over the same purled of 1at yer.r.  
A determining factor was the marked increase in the deposit )iabilities of the chartered 
banks. T'o standing for the swi of the four main classes was 35,035,000,000 in the 
first two ronths of the present year, against 4,245,000,000 in the same poriud of 1944 
a gain of no less than 18.6 per cent. Bank deposits have shown a marked inoroaso sinoe 
the outbreak of hostilities, the upward trend having been continued ('urinL; the last 
twelve mrths, 	The maximum in business operations was reached duriiC the early part of 
1944. A doclining trend has since been in evidence. 	The index of the )hysical volume 
of business L4Vuragod 222.7 in the first two months of the present year against 244.3, a 
decline of 88 per cent. 	The downward trend was c'ntinued in Februry, he latest month 
for which statistics are available. 

The ohaiigus in wholesale prices and in prioes of high grade bLa S yroro ui 'iur 
roportions 	The index of wholesale prices showed a slight increase' as oeatparod with 
the first two m:nths of last year. As the index of bond yields recoded Croiri 973 to 
966, it is evIdent that bond prices of this description averaged slght1y higher in the 
oarly months of the present year. 	Spooulative factors, including common stock prices 
and the vo:iume of trading on the stock exchanges, reached a higher pLsitlun in the first 
two months of the present year. 	The index of common stock prices ruse 115 per cent in 
this conlpLrison while speculative trading was at a higher level than at any ot1or time 
since 1939. 

Llvustck rmrkQtings, as measured by sales in stock yards, rose 155 per cent in the 
first two months, a marked increase having been shown in the marketirgs of oattlo 	Hog 
sales were s1.L-;htly greater in January than in the some month of last year, but a con- 
idrab10 decline was shown in the second month of the year. Wheat roceirts in Fobruary 

were J 2,800 000 bu':h,ls against 26,500,000 in the same month 1'st year 

Tbc shortage of labor was a handicap to the mining industry in the early rmnths of 
1945 	The index cf production dropped 36 per cant to 160.9. 	G01d recoi?ts at the 
Mtrt were about ii nor cent loss than in the first two months -f last year, 	Coal pro- 
duotiun, on tho other hand, showed an increase of nearly three per cent 

Owing rnai;ily to the reduction in war contracts, the index of manufacturing produ3tion 
ruoeded 105 per cent to 272.1. 	The standing in the first two months of 1944 was 30409 
Thu trend of the main oomponents indicating activity in manufaoturin )ants was uneven 
In the first - two months of the year, declines being predominanto 

The output of newsprint showed moderate betterment, the total having boon 504427 
short tcns. 	As the production in the first two months of 1944 was 4326 143 short tns 
an incrooso of 	per cent was indicated. 

The outrut of steel Ingots showed an increase of 10 per cent while th ro 1 ucton 
of pi 	ron was 11 	per cent greater. 	The consumption of firm power, a barometric in- 
di.oator of cnsidorable significance, recoded 13.4 per cent. 	The consumption was 5332 9 -. 
000000 kilowatt hours compared with 6,157,000,000 Lii bhe same period of last yuar 

The total revenues of the Dominion Government during the eleven months from April to 
February was V6 2 321 -000 000, a decline - f 6 per cent from the same petiod of the provio 
yuarc 	Ordinary expenditures showed an increase of 19.5 per cent in the some ocmparison r  
the total having been V6 630,000,000o War expenditures, on the other hand, shuwud a de-
cline of :io per oent, the total in the first cloven months of the present fiscal year 
haviig btr 2 ; 940,000,OOO. 	The United Natiune Mutual Aid showed an increase of 14 
per oent to 682000 : 000s 

The natt nal income computed on a tentative basis showed a dooline of slightly more 
than two per cent in the first two months of the present yearo 	The totol was 1444- 
000 : 000 ajainst C1,475,000,000 in the first two months of l944 	Tho sturi;ling in February 
was 16,707.600.000 against 0738 0 200,000 in the same month of last year. The natLrial in-
coinointht.. first mrnth of the present year was 736,623..000 against 736 :  562OOO in the 
same month f 1944. 

Stocks ci' United States Corn in Canada 

t'cs of United States corn in Canada on April 5 aountod to 10,073 bushuic, 
•. sh.r'-' ro'uotion from last year's corresn'-'r.ing total of 666,5:9 boshels. 
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* 	!rodctton of Copper and Nickel in January 

The Canadian production of copper in January amounted to 44,381,428 pounds as com-
pared with 46,079 0 163 in the preceding month and 49,149,825 in the corresponding month 
of last year. Niokol output in January was r000rded at 23,770,268 pounds as compared 
with 21,766,969 in Docember and 23,545,474 in January 1944. 

Car Loadings on Canadian Railways 

Car loadings on Canadian railways for the week ended March 31thclinuci to 62,252 
oars from 67,080 for the preceding weok and 68,995 for the corresponding week of last 
year. The holiday on Good Friday was undoubtedly the chief faotor in the decrease. 
Loadings deolinod in both the eastern and western divisions, the total for the former 
falling to 43,128 oars from 45 9 877 in the preceding week, and in thE latter to 19,124 
oars from 21,203. 

Planing Milla and Sash and Door Factories 

Planing mills and sash and door factories form an industrial group which comprises 
all establishments ongaged wholly or chiefly in the production of sash, doors, frames, 
mill-work, moulding, and planed and matched lumber. There were 827 such ostab1ishment 
reporting to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics in 1943 and the value of produots turned 
out was 63,418,426, an advance of 4604 r815,408 over the preceding year. 

Reports Issued during the Week 

1, Canadian Grain Statitto - Weekly (10 cents). 
2, Production of Copper and Nickel, January (10 oonts). 
3, Economlo Conditions in Canada during First Two Months of 1945 (10 cents). 
4. Factory Sales of Electric Storage Batteries, Fourth quarter, 1944 (io cents) 
59 Automobile Production, February (10 cents), 
6, Production of Iron and Steel, February (10 con4, 
7, Planing Mills and Sash and Door Faotoriec, 1943 .. 
8, The Employment*it2iation, February 1, 1945 (10 centS). 
9. Car Loadings on Canadian Railways (10 cents) 
10, Current Trends in Food Distribution, February (io oents). 
11, Monthly Index Numbers of Wholesale Sales, February (io cents). 
12.Indexes of Retail Sales, February (10 cents). 
13. Sales and Purchasoo of Securities between Canada and Other Countries, 

January (10 oent8). 
14, Stocks of Dairy and Poultry Products, April 1 (lo oente). 
15. Cold Storage Holdings of Fish (10 centa). 
16. Stooke of Fruit and Vegetables, April 1 (10 cents). 
17. Cold Storage Holdings of Meat and Lard, April 1 (10 oents). 
189 Monthly Dairy Review of Canada, March  (10 oents). 
19, Commercial Failures in the Calendar Year 1944 (io cents). 
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