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Facts of Interest from Bureau Records 

Modern cement-making is an industry, really an art, which was lost for ages but re-
disoovered in the middle of the 18th century by the famous Scottish engineer Smeaton who 
built the first Eddystorte Lighthouso that withstood the stress of wind and sea. The 
Egyptians, the Carthaginthns and the Roinans all knew about cement and used it0 	The 
Pyramids are a proof of this fact0 When the glory of Rome faded, cement-making seems 
to have vanished utterly and later builders were nonplussed to duplicate the enduring 
structures of the ancient architects until Smeaton, looking for some substitute for lime 
mortar which would set hard under water, hit upon it by burning impure limestone mixed 
with o].ay. Pertland cement first appeared in 1824. An English stone mason, Joseph 
Aepdin, made Its His cement was called Portland beoause it bore a fancied resemblance 
to building stone quarried on the Isle of Portlando The production of Portland cement 
in Cariada in 1943 amounted to 7,302,000 barrels, as compared with 4,509,000 in 1936 and 
12,284,000 in 1929. 
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Canadian sandstone has been utilized extensively in the construction of many import-
ant pubito buildings in Canada and is favoured as a material in the construction of the 
better type home. The rock occurs in Canada in a variety of colours, including white, 
reddish brown, yellow and grey. Shipments of sandstone were made in 1942 from quarries 
boated In all of the provincos with the exception of Prince Edward Island, Manitoba and 
Saskatchewan. The greater nart of the crude output in 1942 was employed as rubble and 
riprap and in the crushed state for conorote highway construction and railroad ballast-
ing. Sandstone in British Columbia, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia has been employed in 
the manufacture of abrasive wheels and sharpening stones. 	C1onsiderable tonnages of 
Canadian sandstone are also employed as flux in the smelting of ores, 
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The Chinese were the first to discover a practical method of paocr making by the 
weaving of fibres. They made pacer first on coarsely woven cloth moulds and later 
with moulds of thin, parallel bamboo strips, held in place by silk threads. 	Tb Arabs 
of Samarkand acquired the art from the Chinese, and they were followed by the Persians. 
The Moors introduced it into Europe in the 12th century via Spain, whence it was carried 
into Italy, France, the Netherlands and Germany. Paper making was begun in England in 
1492, but aDparently died out until reintroduced nearly a hundred years later. 	It did 
not become firmly established there, however, until the closing years of the 17th century. 
The production of paper in Canada dates from 1803. 	In 1917, when accurate statistics of 
paper production were compiled for the first time, the output totalld 856 1 000 tons. In 
1943, the production was almost five times that figure. 

Cotton Textile Industries of Canada 

The cotton textile industries of Canada produced goods with a factory selling value 
of $149,920,000 in 1943, a decrease of $14,529 : 000 or almost nine per cent as compared 
with the preoedng year. Peak war-time nroRuotion  in this industry as a whole was 
reached in 1942. 	in 1939 the valuation was 481,230 p000o Employment was given to 
27,076 persons in 1943, being a reduction of 2,318 from the 1942 total, while the amount 
paid out in salaries and wages at $32.331,000 recorded a decline of elightly more than 
two per oento 

All fabrics produced in 1943, other than for use in the manufacture of tires, had a 
value of $86,223,000 as against $98,424,000 in 1942. 	Grwy cotton fabric was the main 
item and in 1943 a total of 70,008 ; 000 pounds or 189 409L000 yards wure produoed with a 
selling value at the factory of $33,371,000. 	The 1942 troduction was 82,282,000 pounds 
or 230,958,000 yards worth $35,307,00C. 	In connection *ith this particular item, it 
should be noted that a very considerable yardage gocs to other mills for further pro-
cessing, the amount so disposed of in 1943 totalling 102,536,000 yards. 

Yarns spun for sale in 1943 had a valuation of18,131,000 compared with $19,857,000 
in 1942. 	Tire fabrics produced were valued at $9,998 0000 in 1943 and $9,004,000 in 19420 
For the same two yecrs, cotton thread was produced to the value of OV1,276,000 and 06,085 0 00C,  
respectively. Other Irmortant ite"'s &ncluded blankets, towels, etc. The orinoipal mate-
nab used in this industry is raw ootton, and in 1943 its nonsumption amounted to 198,751,-
000 pounds, with a laid down cost of 46,254,000, or an average of 23.3 cents per pound. 



Estj.mates of Food Consi.pion in Canada 

Estimates of food supplies moving into civilian consumption in Anada in 1944 do 
not show any material ohanges from 1943 except in the case of fruits and vegetables 
where better than average oropz tog3ther with greater i.mports resu1t'd in the substan-
ttal improvement in per capita supplieso 	The 1944 levels cf ccnsumution are, for 
most items appreciably highe: than before the wr although there was some decline in 
the rationed oonm'todities :  particularly sugar and 2, to a lesser extent, butter0 	The 
figures indicate 9  therefore, that aespite the substantt.l oontrthution that Canada has 
been making to the food supplies of Britain and other Jnitac1 Naticns agricultural 
production in Canada has been sufficient to meet those cemands and at the same time 
provide additional supplies for our own oiv.1ie.n popu1ation 

Consumption of dairy production, other than butter s  has inoreas )d oontthuously 
throughout the war period and supplies of fluid milk were in 1944, l0 per cent of the 
average of 1935-39 	Cheese oonsuxnption, although still relatively small in Canada 
shows an increase of 15 per cent over pro-war, 	The average fbr all dair produos 
converted to a 4ilk solid basis was 120 per eent of the pre-war lovelo 

Moat consumption in 1944 was slightly lower than in the preceding year but 126 
per oent of the pre -  r averago The reduction frcxc 1941 occurred ilmoot entirely 
in beef which dropped from 690 pounds per capita to 610 pounds0 iliGht inoieases 
are recorded for other categories of meat axoeysing connod product ',:hich dropped 
from 23 pounds to 2l pounds per capitao consumption of all meats on a carcass 
basis totalled 1491 pounds in 1944 as compared with 1555 pounds in 1943 and the pre-
war average of 1184 poundso 

Some reduction in supplies of both fresh and canned f.ch in 19oi resulted in a 
reduction in the total supplies of poultry and fieh available to cersumers from 314 
pounds in 1943 to 290 pounds in 1944 	The ctmprab10 figure for 935.39 was 260 
poundso Consumption of eggs has increased steadily throughout thc wr por.od and in 
1944 averaged 364 pounds or 203 dozen per person as compared with 353 pcunds in 
1943 and 3037 pound8 before the ware 

Although lard, shortening and other oils an fas were n reduced supply in 1944, 
final figures on butter consumption indicate an inereaso of two pourds per ce.ota in 
this oonnnodity with the result that the 1944 est 	to of the fat co:tnt of totaj, oils 
and fats was 4lO pounds as compared with 433 pounda in 143 and 41o41 pounds in the 
pro-war period0 	Supplies of refined sugar enter5.ng o:viltan consur..ption in all foxns 
were somewhat higher in 1944 than in 1943 and y  when included with the sugar oontent of 
maple and other syrups, honey and molasses, reszit.od in a total conumpt1on of sugars 
of 956 pounds for 1944 compared with 87,6 pounds in the preoedng year and 1040 pounds 
in 1935-.39 

Better than average crops on increased acreage of fresh fruits and vegetables re-
sulted in sharp increases over the preceding year and over the pre-vrar yoars3 	Total 
consumption in pounds of tomatoes and citrus fruits amounted to 10VA in 194 as com- 
pared with 588 bcfzra the waro 	Similarly the supplies of other fruits inureased 
from 8Oc2 pounds before the war to 0,8 pounds for 1944, Similar increases are re- 
corded for all classes of vegetables. 	The esthats of flour consumption indicate a 
decline from 1943 to 1944 although in making those estinn.tos it has not boon possible 
to adjust for changes in stocks of flour in the hand: of :} - iosa1ers or retaitrso 
Supplies of both tea and coffee improved in 1944 as ompaied with the preceding yoaro 
Coffee suppites were substantially higher than before the war aithcugh those of tea 
are still 17 per cent below the pre-war average., 

Cost 	 LjEing  

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living indeX, on the base 1935-39100 
stood at 1187 on April 2 having boon unchanged from the standing of the preceding 
monthc A year ago it was 119Q1, The wartime advano in the cost of living index 
was 178 per cant o  There was a reduotion in the fue.i and itght gxup indox from 1070 
in March to 106,7 for April, and an increase in the olothing index from 12l7 to 1218 0  
but these changes wore insufficient to alter the gcn-ra1 index 

The decline in the fuel and light index refioctd further decreses in oleotricity 
rates, mainly in Ontario and the Maritime area 0  Tha April 2 domestiq electricity rate 
index of 860 was substantially below pro-v.'ar level0 Soubtored pri4c ohanges in foodB 
were all of a minor character, and left the focd gr4sp unchanged at lloO Othor group 
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indexes were also the same a for March, rentals at 11290, homefurniehthgs and ser-
VL008 at 118.5, and miscellaneous items at 109.2. 

Index Numbers of Wholesale Prices 

The ocmiposite weekly wholesale index of Canadian farm produots, on the base 
1926.100, rose 0,5 points to 10596 between the weeks of March 30 and April 27. Anh,tal 
products recorded a gain of 0.6 to 124,4, reflecting higher prices for livestock which 
outweighed fractional woaknoss in eggs0 Upturns for grains and potatoes were rea-. 
ponsiblo for an increase of 005 to 94,4 in the field products sub-group,. Prices for 
onions and hay were lower, 

A composite index for 30 industrial materials moved up 0.3 points to 10096 be-
tween March 30 and April 279 Strength in food materials was mainly responsible for 
the advance, an index for this sorios gaining one point to 101.4 on higher prices for 
steers and hogs. The index for 13 manufaoturing materials, reflecting strength in 
raw cotton quotations, moved up 0.3 to 84.8 between March 30 and April 27, while the 
stable index, compcsod of 12 commodities, held unchanged at 120.6. 

Production of Crude Petroleum in JanuEry  

The Canadian production of crude oetroleum and natural gasoithu in January was 
recorded at 861,821 barrels as compared with 885,383 in the preoedng month and 
837,432 in the corrosoonding month of last year. Of the January 1945 output, Alberta 
accounted for 744,167 barrels, Northwest Territories 123 0 749, Ontario 7,052, and Now 
Brunswick 1 0 653 barrels0 

Production of Natural Gas in Jctnuay 

Production of natural gas in january amounted to 5,780,541,000 cubic feet as 
compared with 5,435,031,000 in the preceding month and 5,443,453,000 in January, 1944. 
The January 1945 output included 4,561,118,000 cubic feet from Alberta, 1,125,581,000 
from Ontario, 74,350,000 from New Brunswick and 19,492,000 from Saskatchewan. 

Sales of Gasoline in 1944 

Sale8 of motor, tractor and aviation grados of gasoline in Canada during the 
calendar year 1944 aggregated 970,472,000 gallons as compared with )03,593,000 in the 
preceding year, according to returns received by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
from tax doparthients of provincial governments and Canadian oil oompanies. 

Sales in 1944 were as follows by provinces in thousands of gallons, totals for 
1943 being in braoketst Prince Edward Island, 9,295 (7 0 881); Nova Sotia, 43,462 
( 42 , 465 )1 New Brunswick, 28,077 (27256); quebec, 178,879 (147 0047)t Ontario, 315,977 
(09489) .  MaziYoba.. 70,599 (63376)3 Saskatchewan, 119040 (104,17 17); Alberta, 120,160 
(114,968); British Columbia, 84,383 (86,934). 

Car Loadings on Canadian Railways 

Car loadings on Canadian railways for the week ended Anril 28 amounted to 71 0 295 
oars as o&mprd with 70,323 in the procuding week and 71,455 in thu corresponding 
week of last years 	in the eastern division, loadings increased from 43,703 oars in 
1944 to 46,006, but in the western division the total declined from 27,752 oars to 
25,289. 

Farm Implements and Maotine.0 Industry in 1943 

Production by the 37 establishments Included in the farm implements and machinery 
industry was 27 per oont higher in value in 1943 than In 1942 and 65 per cent higher 
than in 1941. Actual values, at factory prices, were 456,952,669 in 1943, k4,678,-
078 in 1942, and 34,422,202 in 1941 	The advance in the value of production in 
1943, as in the two previous years, was due entirely to special war work, such as 
motor vehicle bodies, aircraft parts,.eto. The output of farm equipment in this 
industry amounted to 18,429,964 in 1943, 19,087,554 in 1942 and $20,457,737 in 1941. 
In other industries there was a srta11 "ruction of farm machinery, amounting to 
5OQ,OOO in 194.3, 55O,000 in 1942 and 1,953,000 in 1941. 
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Artificial and Real Silk Industry in 1943 

The gross value of products manufactured by the Canadian artificial and real silk 
industry in 1943 was $50,440,000 as compared with *48,056 0 000 in the preceding year, an 
increase of about five per cent., Fabrics woven from artificial silk yarn, and from 
artificial silk mixed with other fibres 9  represented the greater part of the production. 
Fabric woven entirely from contir"us filament artificial silk yarn totalled 44,834,713 
yards valued at $21,213,918 in 1943 and 51,177,690 yards with a value of *23,673,054 in 
1942, 	The use of spun rayon is increasing and .'abrics spun from this type of artifi- 
cial silk yarn were reported to the extent of 6,834,268 yards worth *3,235,383 in 1943 
as against 6,403,346 yards valued at *2,595 0 650 in 1942 

Rayon staple fibre was used to the extent of 4,045,405 pounds worth *1,379,186. 
Under purchased yarns consumed, contincus filament viscose, acetate and bemborg together 
totalled 7,260,588 pounds worth $5742 9 995, spun rayon, including spun rayon mixtures, 
1,251,642 pounds worth *856,202, and oottc'n 1 9 852,875 pounds worth $1,161,5474 Dye-
stuffs, chomioals eto. used were valued at $2,826,863, the large total being partly 
duo to the use of c.huaioc.1s in the conversion of wood pulp, etc. into artificial silk. 
In 1943 a shortage of cotton linturs necessitated the experimental production of ace-
tate from wood pulpr.. 

Trends in Food Distribution in March 

Wholesale food sales were two per cent greater in March this year than last. The 
advance reflects a gain of eight per cent in wholesale fruit and vegetable sales, while 
the dollar voluino of wholesale grooery trading remained unchanged from March, 1944, 
according to data received by the Dominion BureWz of Statistics from 74 of the larger 
wholesale grocery estabi.ishmen -Ls and 47 fruit and vegetable wholesalers 0  

Sales of 947 chain store units operated by 27 chain companies in the food retailing 
field averaged 14 per coit higher in March than sales of 965 i -nits operated in March a 
year ago. Average sales per store were $18,165 as compared with $1h,601. 	Sales re- 
ported by 1,213 independent stores operating in the food retailing feld were 10 per 
cent higher than in March of last ycaro 

Indexes of Retail Sales in March 

The early date of Easter and thu unseasonably warm weather which characterized 
March this year are reflected in retail tra statistics for that month. 	Index num- 
bers of sales, based on reports received from a sample number of firms representing 14 
trades dealing chiefly in food clothing and household requirements indicate that dollar 
sales in March this year averaged almost 20 per cent higher than in Maroh 1944, and were 
up by 33 per cent from Fobruaryo The general index of retail sales, unadjusted for 
differences in numbers of business days or for seasonal variations stood at 194.9 for 
March, 14637 for iubuary and 1629 for Marca, 1944, 	Total sales for the first quarter 
of 1948 averaged 11 per cent above the corresponding period of 1944 u.nd 53 per cent 
above the similar period of 1941 

While all lines of businoas for which figures are available reported higher sales 
in March this year compared with last 9  the most outstanding gains were recorded by 
stores specializing in clothing or foctwoar, commodities whose sales are stimulated 
most by the pro-Easter trado. Shoo stores registered an increase of no less than 67 
per cent, family clothing stores 54 per cont, women's clothing stores 48 per cent and 
men's clothing stores 40 per oent- 	Sales of furniture stores advanced 20 per cent, 
hardware stores 29 per cone, jewellery stores 23 per cent, departhnent stores 25 per 
cent, and variety- stores 34 par cent 

Stocks and Markotjns of Wh.ut and Goarso Grains 

Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North America at midnight on 
May 3 totalled 321 1 5E8226 bushels as compared with 306,319,670 on the corresponding 
date of last yoarQ Stcck3 on the latest date included 301,004,993 bushels in Cana-
dian positions and 20583,233 bushels in United States positions 0  

Delivorios of wheat from fams in the three Prairie Provinces during the week 
ending May 3 totalled 3 0 351,592 bushels as compared with 5,280,802 in the preceding 
week. During the elapsed portion of the present crop year, roarketinga in western 
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' Canada totalled 291,807,874 bushels as compared with 223,867,244 in the •orresponding pe-
riod of the crop year 1943-44 

The following quantities of coarse grains were also delivered from farms in the 
Prairie Provinces during the week ending May 3, totals for the preceding week being in 
braoketss oats, 2,846,201 (4,507,830) bushels; barley, 395,826 (582,824); rye, 42,155 
(86,839); flaxseod, 19,696 (36,659) 

Production of Wheat Flour in March 

Wheat flour production in March amounted to 2,160,706 barrels as compared with 
2,267,307 in the corresponding month of last yeara 	Output in March was the second 
highest monthly output for the present crop year, the November total of 2,306,607 barrels 
having been in first place. 	Total flour production for the first eight months of the 
present orop year amounted to 16,494505 barre1s a decline of 271,658 barrels from that 
produced in the corresponding period of the preceding crop year. 

The quantity of wheat milled into flour in March amounted to 9,602,488 bushels as 
compared with 9,921,561 in the corresponding month of last year, the total for the first 
eight months of the present crop year amounting to 73,234,513 bushels as compared with 
73,930,544 for the same period of 1943-443 	The grind of coarse grains in March was as 
follows, totals for March 1944 being in bracketst oats, 2,141,040 (1,90e,103) bushels; 
corn, 186,950 (202,050); barisy, 638,365 (808,970); buckwheat, 186 (2,027); mixed grains, 
2 8 336,066 (2,366,300)e 

Aoreage Intentions for_Field CropI in 1945 

Canadian farmers have indicated that they will this year seed 869,700 fewer acres 
to wheat than they did in 1944, according to information secured by the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics from crop correspondents on April 303 	The decrease in wheat acreage will 
be taken up by an increaso in the acreages to be seeded to oats, barley and flaxsood. 
The 19,236,400 acres intended for summer-fallow differs little from the 19,427,700 acres 
whici- 71ere surnmerfallowed in 1944. Events subsequent to April 30 may alter farmers' 
intentions, and this reservation must be borne in mind when interpretin; these data. 

The acreage intended for wheat in 1945 is 22,414,500 acres as compared with 23,284,-
200 acres in 1944 	Practically all of the contraction in wheat acreagu is indicated for 
the Prairie Provinces, where the indicated wheat acreage for 1945 is 21,577,000 acres as 
compared with 22,443,800 acres seeded in 1944, or an over-all decrease of 866,800 acres. 
Manitoba's intended wheat aereage exhib.ts the largest decline of 505,800 acres, while 
Alberta shows a decrease of 261,000 acres and Saskatchewan 100,000 acre:;. 	Farmers have 
stressed the effect of a late spring season in causing theL to shift from wheat to 
coarse grains and flaxeeed 

For the Dominion as a whole the indicated acreage to be seeded to oats is 15,057,100 
acres, as compared with 14 ; 315 : 000 acres in 1944. Nearly all of the increase is again 
to be found in the Prairie Provinces with Manitoba farmers intending to plant eight per 
cent more, Saskatchewan farmers seven per cent more and Alberta farmers six per cent 
more acres to oatso 	The other six provinces are holding very close to the 1944 seeded 
acreageo 	The over-all increase for the Dominion amounts to about five per cent. 

The intended barley acreage for Canada is placed at 8,071,600 acres, as compared 
with 7,290,700 acres in 1944, or an increase of 11 per cent. A small decrease in the 
intended barley acreage in the eastern provinces is offset by an indiocted increase of 
794,600 acres in the Prairie Provinces, 	prospective increase of 15 per cent 
is the largest, followed by an indicated increase of 12 per cent in Saskatchewan and 
eight per cent in Manttoba 

The acreage intended for flaxseed in 1945 is reported at 1,212,500 acres as compared 
with 1 2 323,100 in 1944, or a decrease of eight per cent. 	The largest relative decrease 
is in the province of Alberta, where farmers indicate that they will seed only 80 per 
cent of last years  flaxseed acreage 	Saskatchewan farmers plan to seed 88 per cent of 
last year's acreage and it is in this province that over two-thirds of the total acreage 
is normally seeded. Manitoba farmers plan to increase their flaxseed acreage by 27 per 
cent. 
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It was estlinatod at the end of April that three per oent of the 682,000 aoros 
seeded to fall wheat in Ontario in 1944 for this year's harvest was wthter-killed, 
leaving 662,000 acres growing at that time. The oondition of the crop on April 30 
was 103 per cent of normal compared with 91 per cent a year earlier and 83 per cent at 
the end of April, 1943. Approximately 22,000 acres of fall rye in 0nttrio and the three 
Prairie Provinces were lost through winter-killing or six per cent of the total area 
seeded last fall. The oondttion figure at the end of April was 85 per cent of normal, 
ocnpared with 91 per cent a year earlier. 

Winter-killing of hay and clover meadows in Canada during the winter of 1944..45 
amounted to about three per oent oompared with five per oent the prevtus rear. The 
average condition of these crops at the end of April this year was 98 per oent of normal 
or slightly better than a year earliero 

Reports Issuod During the Week 

1. Canadian Grain Statistics (lo cents). 
2. Canadian Milling Statistics, March (10 cents). 
3. Acreage Intentions f or Field Crops (io cents). 
4. The Glass Industry, 1943 (15 cents). 
59 The Cotton Textile Industries, Canada 1943 (35 cents), 
6. Farm Implements and Machinery Industry, 1943 (25 cents). 
7. Car Loadings on Canadian Railways (10 cents). 
8. Price Movements, April (10 cents). 
9. Miscellancous Chemical products Industry, 1943 (15 oent). 
10. Food Consnption in Canada (io cents). 
119 Curront Trends in Food Distribution, March (10 cents). 
12. Monthly Indexes of Retail Sales, March (10 cents). 
13. Artificial and Real Silk Industry, 1943 (25 oent). 
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