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Economio Conditions During Four Months of 1945

A majority of the factors indicating the trend of economic activity recorded inoreases
in the first four months of 1945 over the same poriod of last ysar. Distribution of com=
modities through reteil outlets reocrded a gain of mcre than 11 per eent, the index rising
from 145 to 161e6e The increase in the sale of commoditles at the wholesale level aleo
recorded an advance, the index rising from 173 to 187.8,e gain of 8.6 per gent,

Although oonstruction contraots awarded in the firet four montha were at a somewhat
Yower position than in the same period of 1944, the index of employment indlcated expane
sion in actual operaticnse Contraots awarded receded from $33,700,000 to $78,600,000,

a decline of slightly more than six per oente Building permits in 58 municipelities rcse
from $23,900,000 last year to ¥$30,000,000 in the period under review, a gain of 258 per
oente. The index of employment in construction generally rose from 9069 to 96.1e

Further inorease was shown in the export trade over the high level of the early monthe
of 1944s - The total was $1,099,000,000 compared with $1,062,000,000, an inorease of 46
per cente Imports, on the other hand, showed & decline of eight per ocent, resulting in a
considerable Increase in the active balansce of tradee Taking the net export of nonw
monetary gold into consideration, it is estimated that the aotive balance of trade rose
about 16 per cente

There is ovidence that recession has occurred in the payment of salaries and
wages, nctwithstanding the higher level of rates during the first four months of the pre-
sent years During the first quarter, per capita weekly earnings recorded inoreases month
by month over the same period of 1944e The trend Was somewhat reversed in Anril when the
rate showed reaction both from the preceding month and from the same month of 1944« The
general index of employment, based on the first four months, receded from 182.8 to 17846,
& deoline of 23 per cente The somewhat higher level of rates was insufficlent to offe
set the recession in employmente Aggregate weekly payrolls for the period under review
consequently showed a slight recession from the seme period of last years

Dividend payments according to an unofficial ococmputation rose from 9825606,000 in the
firet four months of last year to 88,200,000, a gain of more than three p¢r cente The
reported nayments of interest on the Dominion government debt rose occneiderably in the early
part of the present year, the advance having been occasioned by heavy payments in Januarys

Commodity production in the first four months of 1945 was at a somewhat lower level
than in the same period of the preceding year, the index of the physical volume of buginess
having been about 7.5 per ocent lesse The index, however, showed recovery in Margh-and
April but the downward trend of 1944 acoounts for the recession of 7.5 per eent from the
high level of the early part of last years

Statistics bearing on agricultural marketinge indicete that the income originating
in the industry was at a ocnsiderably lower level during the first four months of this
year. Betterment was indicated in April over the preceding months when marketinge were
somewhat depresseds Grain marketings showed a contra=seasonal gain in April while the
index of livestock sales on stookyards receded to a considerably lower point compared with
the preceding monthe

Newsprint production showed a gain of 444 per cent in this comparison, the total thims
year having been 1,013,532 tonse A oonsiderable increase in the ocutward flow of planke
and boards osccurred this year, especially in the last three monthes The standing in
April was 133,800,000 feet against 100,900,000 in the same month last yeare The index
of employment in logging operations rose more than 15 per cente An appreciable inorease
in the income originating in forestry was indicated for the first four months of 1945

Aeoording to tho index, the deoline in manufacturing procustion f'ram the first four
months of 1944 was 94 per cente The index of employment reeeded 6.6 per eemt in the
same comparison, prices of manufaotured goods having been a trifle highere The national
income was $726,000,000 in April ageinst $735,000,000 in Mareh and $741,000,000 in April
last years
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Business Operations in Aoril

Productive operations recorded an incrcase in April over the preceding month, oons-
tituting the seccnd consccutive advanceo The index of the physical volume of business
was 23202 in April against 225,2 in March, due allowances having been made for seasonal
tendonciess The standing was considerably below the level of the same month of last
yeer when the index was 23%05.

The index of grain marketings rose from 128.4 in March to 269+3 in the month under
roviowe The index is based on the doliveries of five classes of gruin at country elo=
vators in the Prairie Provinces. The sales of livestock on stookyards recoded to a
lower levol in the month undur review, declines having been shown both in cattle and hogs.
The index of livestock sales oconsequently receded from 13le6 in March to 106.8 in Aprile.

The sotivities of the forostry industry showod rocession in the fourth month of the
yoar- The output of newsprint receded from 263,776 tons to 245, 429. The exports of
plenks and boards were 134 million feet against 155 million in March. Export of fishery
products rose from $5,447,000 in March to $5,006,000o The export of furs, on the other
hand, showed a declinu, the valuo having beon $1,945,000 against $2,527,0006

The index of mineral produotion rose from 1735 in March to 183s2s The output of
ooal was 1,316,000 tons against 1,467,482, but the decline was less than normal for the
seasone An increase was shown in the output of aluminum for the second ocnsecutive
monthe The index of gold receipts at the Mint rcse from 63 to 70.

The output of manufacturing plants was maintained in April at tho level of the pre-
ceding month, the index remaining at 27l.1c The standing wes about 20 pcints below that
of April last years The index of the output of the flour milling industry was slightly
less than in the preceding mentlhie The incresse in the release of cigarettes counter=
balancod the decline in other classes of tobacco, the index remaining unchanged at 236e
Operations of the meat packing industry receded to a lower level, the index dropping
from 186 to 171e The gain in the dairy output was much greater than normal for the
seasone Canned salmon exports were at a much higher leveles The index of operations
in the textile industry recedod from 133.6 to 128a4o Considerable decline was shown in
tho cotton used by the textile industry, The index of operations in the primary and
secondary iron and steei plants showed an inorease over the preoceding month of more than
oné point to 513-8. The index of the output of electric power rose more than 10 points
to 16505 The standing in April last year was 153.le

Aggregate weekly paymonts, suggoestive of the trend in the payment of salarios and
wagos8, were lower in the first waek of April than for oither March or April last yoars
Dividend paymente receded from $19,757,000 to $16,809,000, according to an unofficial
oomputations Interest paymonts by the Dominion Hovernment dropped from $943 million in
April last year to $5,2 million in the month under reviews

Available information relating to expenditures was mainly constructive in Aprile
Contracts awarded rose from $19.7 million in March to $34.3 and a considerable increase
was also shown in building permits issued in 58 municipalities. Employment in the oconw
struction industry hes been at a somewhat higher level during the early part of 1945.
Exports were {318 million in April against $307 million in the preceding monthe The
standing in April last year wac $286.7 million, the record for the first four months
having been somewhat higher than in the same period of 1944, Owing tc a decline 1n
imports, the active balance of trade showed a substantial increase even after taking
into acoount the net exports of non-monetary gold.

The ordinary exponditure of the Dominion Government was somewhat higher in April

this year than in the same month of 1944, while marked decline was shown in war and
Mutual Aid expondituresc

Cost of Living Index on May 1

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-1living index, on the base 1935-1939w100,
advanced from 118.7 on April 2 to 119,0 on May 1, 1945, Although the responsibility
for this incroase lay mainly with the food group, rents, oclothing, homefurnishings and
services, and miscellaneous items niso recorded small gainse Fuel and light deolined
fractionally from 106¢7 to 10666, The food index moved up from 131.0 to 131,7, as
higher prices for fresh vegeteblee and fruits outweighed small deoclines for dairy
products and eggse The rental jindex advenced from 1120 to 112.1le Soattered in-
oreases in clothing and homefurnishings produced gains of 0.2 and 0.4 in these group
indexes, which moved to 122,0 end 118.9,respectively. Hospital rates and barbers' fees
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wore meinly respensible for the change ,in the miscellaneous items section from 109.2 to
10044,

Morchandise Imports in April

The value of merehendise imported into Canads in April was $133,827,000 as compared
with $137,487,000 in the oorresponding month of last year, a reduction of $3,660,0000
During the first four mcnths of the present ysar the velue wes 9508,371,000 as compared
with $653,012,000 in the ocmperable period of 1944, s decrease of $44,641,000, or 8.1
per ocente

The United States was the principal source of supply; the veluwtion of merchandise
imported from that country in April amounting to (102,697,000 as compared with 114,352,000
in April of last year, and in the four months endod April 402,651,000 as compared with
3459,680,000 o year agoe April imports from the United Kingdom wero valuod at $11,974,000
a8 compared with $8;445,000 in April 1944, tho total for the four months ended April
standing at $37,392,000 as compared with $32,006,0000

The following were amongst the leading commocities imported in April, totals for
the ocorresponding month of last year being iu brackets: fruits, 5,128,000 ($4,145,000);
cotton and products, $7,205,000 ($7,951,000)5 rolling mill products, $5,063,000 (93,924,-
000); farm implements, $4,491,000 (82,707,000); machinsry, s<copt agrisuitural, $8,062,000
($7,696,000); vehicles, $7,734,000 ($8,479,000); elcotriocal apparaimus, $4,226,000 ($5,-
308,000)3 ooal, $7,513,000 ($8,473,000); petrcioum nroducts, $7,389,000 ({€6.562,000);
chemicals, $6,801,000 ($7,368,000).
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Index Numbers of Wholesale Sales in April

Wholesale sales in April inoreased 13 per oent over the dellar volume of trading
roalized in the ocorresponding month of last year, according to roports received from
establishments representing 1’22 lines of business. The genoral unedjusted index of
sales on the base, 1935-1939=100, stands at 195.5 for April compared with 2018 for
Maroh and 173.0 for April, 1944. Aggregate sales for the first fcur months of the
present year were 1l per cent higher than for the same period of 19i4.

While all trades reported an inoremse in sales over April 1944, goins varied greatly
for the different linesas The footwear trade was first from point c¢f view of inoreased
trading, recording an advence of 38 per oent. The automotive equipmsent trade followed
with a 32 per cent gaine Hardware sales advanced 18 par cent; the fruits and vegetables
trade reported 16 per cent more business transected; drug sales were 14 per cent higher
and the tobacco and confectionery trade registered a 13 per cent gaino Sales made by
wholesale grocers were 10 per cent greater than in 1944, while miner geins of two per
cent and one ner cent were recorded by the clothing trade and dry goods trede, respeo-
tive lyo

April Employment Situation

In conformity with the trend in 20 of the previous 24 years of the reocord, industrial
employment throughout Cenada showed ocurteilment at thc boginning of Aprile The general
deoline approximated thet reported at April 1 in 1944, but was nevertheless rather below
average in extent acoording to the exverience of pre-war years. Most of the recession
took place in manufeoturing end logging, from which some 7,100 and 12,700 persons, res=
pectively, were released by the co=-operating firms. The contrection in manufaocturing as
a whole was oontra-seasonal, although it repeats that indloated a year ocarlierj there was
a moderate falling-off in the production of both cdurable and non-durable marufactured

goods, when the largest losses were in iron end steel and animanl foodse On the other
hand, heightened actlvity was noted in lumber end non-ferrous metal products and in oom=
manicetions, transportation, servicos and trade. the greatest expansion being that of a
seasonal charaoter in transportation end trade.

Data were tabulated by the Dominion Bureau of Stetistics from 15,189 firms, whose
employees numbered 1,803,015 at April 1; oompared with 1,816,022 at the beginning of
March, this wgs a reduoction of 13,007 persons, or 0.7 per cent. Of the latost aggre-
gate, 1,340,181 were men and boys, end 462,834 were women and girls, the latter oonsti-
tuting 267 per thousand of both sexess Thls proportion was somewhat lower than that of
261 per thousand indlcated et October 1, 1944, and also at April 1 of last year.
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The shrinkago in emnloymemt-at.april 1 this yoar lowered the-orude index number on
the bose-1926 equels—100, from 1782 on Maroh-l-to-176.9 at April 1 end 18045 on April 1,
1944, Sinoe then, there has been a loss of two por oent in employment, accompanied by
that of three per ocent in the aggregate weekly payrolls, the observance of the Easter
holidays had an offect on the latest figurese The porcentage decresse in employment
between Maroh 1 and April 1 was rather less-than-average acoording tc the experience of
poast ysars, so thaet the seasonally adjusted index number showed an urward movement, ad=
vancing from 185.7 at the former date to 187.4.

The weekly payrolls at April 1 of the firms furnishing statistics in the eight
leading industries aggregated $57,694,461 as compared with $59,580,035 distributed on
or about March le The daorease, which amounted to 342 per cent, resulted from loss of
working time during the Easter holidays, as well as from reduotions in the personnels
The weekly average earnings of the typical individual in recorded employment foll from
332481 in the last return, to $32.00 et April 1l On April 1 of last year the avernge
wos $32,37« It may be added that in the last two years, Easter did not fall within the
pay period for which the earnings were reported at April 1.

Industrial Employment in 1944

The year 1944 was characterized by a greater degree of stability in industrial em
ployment as a whole than has been indicated in any earlier year for whioch statisties of
employment are on reoord, isee, since 1920e This situation is an obvious development
in view of the stage reached in the progress of the war itself, and in production for
military needs, and in consequence of the heavy dreins made on the man-power of the
Dominicn since the outbreak of hostilitieses Pre-war experience shows that in genersl,
the trend from the beginning of Jemary to the end of the year 18 favourable, there
normally being a gain of over six per cent in this oomparison, while in the period, 1939 -
1943, the seasonally buoyant movements were inflated by wartime demands on industry. As
a result, the rise in employment from January 1 to December 1 in these years has been
extremely pronounced; in 1944, however, the indexes of employment at those two dates oco=
inoided, and were the highest figures in the 12 monthse

There were six general inoreases and an equal number of deoreases during 1944, when
the variation between the low and the high index numbers was 7.5 pointss in 1943, the
range had been 123 points, while that in 1942 was 21.4 pointse The normel variation,
according to the experience of the years, 1329 - 1937, used in calculating the faotors
for seasonal adjustment, amounts to nearly eleven pointse In the first quarter of 1944,
industrial employment was at a higher level than in the seme months of any earlier years;
in subsoquent months, thls superior position was lost, the disparity between the indexes
for the same dates in 1943 and 1944 increasing as the year progressed, until at December
1, 1844, the index was lower by 245 per ocent than et the same date in 1943e The level
was also slightly below that at the beginning of December in 1942., The annuel index for
1944, however, at 183.0 per cent of the 1926 average, was very little lower than the 1943
moan of 184.,1, and was otherwise the highest in the record of 25 yearse.  Increasingly
aoute shortages of labour during 1944 were reflected in the employment of important numbers
of female workers, muny of whom were engaged on a part-time basise The growth of the
number of women in recorded employment, however, was not so pronounced as that previously

indioatede

During 1944, the Dominion Bureau of Statistios compiled e total of 175,700 returns
on employment and payrolls in the eight leeding industries es follows: menufacturing,
logging, mining, transportation, communicetions, construotion, services and trades The
average number of reports received monthly was 14,6413 the staffs of the co-operating
employers everaged 1,850,861, ranging from 1,796,340 et May 1 to 1,887,752 at the be-
ginning of December. In 1943, the 13,756 esteblishments furnishing datea hed reported a
monthly average of 1,848,534, varying from a minimum of 1,788,320 at the first of May, to
a maximum of 1,916,588 at December le Inoreased coverage of industry as a result of
growth in the number of respondents eccounts for the apparently higher number in recorded
employment in 1944, & faotor for whioh adjustment is made in the indexe Standing at
18340, this was Qe6 per oent below the 1943 means The letest average, however, was 5.4
per cent above that of 17347 in 1942, and exceeded by 60.7 per cent the 1939 annual index
of 11349+ The pre=-war high figure was thet of 11890 in 1929,

Although there was in 1944 a minor decline from 1943 in the genersl index of employ=
mont, & moderate increase in the same comparison was shown in the repcrted payrollse In

the eight leading industries the amounts distributed in one week in easch month averaged
$68,917,047, indicating the disbursement of some $3,063,686,000 during the year by the
larger employers in the eight leading industries. The sums reported represented an
average earned income of {31484 per week for the typioal individuel in recorded employment,
as compared with $30478 in 1943, 328,56 in 1942, and $26.17 in the seven months of 1941
for whioh statistios are available.
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In addition to the date for the oight leading industries, information was furnished
by B00 financial institutions ard branshes, with staffs averaging 65,329 per monthe
Tho weekly payrolls of these persons wero steted as $2,116,334, a maan of ¥32.35 per
employoe during 1944. as comparod with $31.19 in 1943 and $30020 in 1942, When theseo
figures are included with thece for the eight leading industries, the total labour foroe
of whose employment and weekly enrnings there is ocurrent record aggregated 1,916,180

Thus, the weekly payrolis in %he nine industrinl divisions in 1944 averaged $61,033,-
381, representing an estimated aunual payroll of approximately $3,173,785,500 dishursed in
salaries and wagos by the vo-operating establishmentse The per caplta weekly figure in
the nine industries in 1944 was $31.85, as comparod with (30679 in 1943 and {28061 in
1942

World Wheat Situation

The govermment's action in nlacing a firm limitation upon wheat deliveries in 19456-46,
together with a oool backwerd ipring, has served to increase the plenting of coarse grain
and flax in Canada while decrsasing the acruvage to be devoted to wheate The seeding of
wheat has been virtually compieted in the Prairie Provinces and warm weather is needed
everywheres Central Alberte and southern Saskatchewan need raine Although most of the
orop was late in being ssedecd, %his factor does not rule out the possibility of en ex-
cellent crope Weather conditions during June and July will largely determine the outcomee

The Canndian transportation authorities have been meking plans to move out a record
volume of Canandian grain for export during the next seven monthse It is hoped it may
be possible to place epproximniely 250 million bushels of wheat in export position during
this periocd. Canadian wheat is required for llberated Europe whether distributed by the
army, UNRRA, or purchased by thcse sountries which are handling their own supplies, In
order to meet these requirements it is estimated that it will be necsssary to move from
28 to 40 million bushols of grain a montn through Canadian ports and from 10 to 12 mil-
lion bushels a month through United States portse

The magnitude of this task is impressive as olearances through Canadian ports during
the eight months from April to November 1944 averaged 89 million bushels and did not
oxoeed 10e8 million bushuis during any one monthe Clearances of Canadian wheat through
Amerioan ports averaged 3.8 million bushels for this period and during October reached a
high of 6.1 million bushols. During the 1944 season of navigation, however, the United
States imported from 8 to 25 million bushels of wheat per month and nuch of the trans-
portation capacity which this movement required will now be available for the movement
of wheat to seaboard ports for ovarseas exports In additicn to the clearance of wheat
an export movement of Canrdian flour of between five and six million bushels per month,
whoeat equivalent,is expected to continuse

Crop prospects in the United Stwtes continue to be very favourable with winter
wheat hoaded as far north as Kansas, although probable yields have been reduced in recent
wooks by excessive moisture in sume areas, drought in others and the occurrence of rust
in the south-wests The conditi.n of the crop at May 1 was such as to indicate a prog-
pective yield of 835 million bushels, which, although 27 million bushels lower than the
estimate of a month earlier, would s+ill be a recorde The planting of spring wheat is
now virtually completed. Barring exceptionally unfavourable conditions between now and
harvest time another tillion bushel crop scems likelye The addition of « billion
bushels of wheat to the prospective 350 million bushel carry-over at July 1 this year
would result in an even largor stock figure at Julyl, 1946, despite large socale exports
and continued relative heevy donestis disappearancee

Wheat seeding is now goneral in Argentina uncer relatively favourable conditions and
government spokesmen are roportod to be urging the seeding of a larger acreages Critical
food shortages now existing in Farope ere oconsidered suoch as to warrant maximum productione
The latest reports suggest o probable increase of 10 per cent over the 1544 million acres
which were sevded in 1944c The reulization cof average yields on this increased acreage
would result in a crop of ebout 2056 million bushels, of which at least 80 million bushels
would be available fur exports Ls Argentina's exportable wheat surplus at May 1 is esti-
mated at 174 million bushels and exports are averaging about 10 million bushels per month,
a fair carry-over of old whoat at November 30 appears likelye

The govermment of Argentins has announced that it will continue to control the
marketing of grainss A plan hos been announced whereby the government will buy the
orops of wheat, corn and flaxseed at a level sufficiently high to covér costs of pro-
duction and permit a profit to the producer. Any surpluses derived from the sale of
these grains in the export market will be made available for the betterment of the
primary producsr. Such forms of assistance as relief in cases of crop failure, advances
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to farmsrs for capital improvements and development of more economic me theds of wiketing
are ocontemnlateds

Moisture conditions in the wheat growing sections of Australies have Been imnroved by
recent rains. butc some ereas are still very dry end fermers are looking for rain to purmlt
the beginning of seeding operations. An acreage objective of 1105 million acres has been
establichoed which, if attained and average ylelds are realized, would result in a crsop of
aboudt 138 million bushels» The feeding of wheat to live stoock is being Limited in order
to spread the use of present stocks iairly evenly over the remainder of the your and any
year-end carry-over will of necessity be small. Unless suffioclent suppiies of animal
reedstufls aro available in 1945-46 to permit Australia to reduce her domostic use of
whoat below tha 90 million bushel level of the last two years, her exportuble surplus from
the orop now being seeded will be smalle

. 8toaks and Marketings of Wheat and Coerse Grains

"SHookw--of-Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North Amerioca at midnight cn May 31
totalled 282.573.610 bushels as compared with 278,510,467 on the corrssponiing dato of last
year:. &S%tockz on the latest date inoluded 263,984,116 bushels in Canadian positions and
18,594,394 bushels in United States positionse

Miivories of wheat from farms in the Prairie Provinces during the wesk ending May 31
totalled 3.951,764 bushels as ocompared with 2,210,532 in the¢ preceding weeke Turing the
elopsed nortion of the present crop year 303,256,018 bushels of wheat wero marketed in
western Camade ac compared with 236,171,337 in the oorresponding period of 1943~44c

Ths folliowing quantitles of coarse grains were also delivered from farms in the Prai-
rfe Prcvinovs during the week ending May 31, totals for the preceding week boing in bragw
ketss oats, 2.604,279 (1,748,546) bushels; barley, 423,706 (281,260): rye, 32,181 (26,182);
flaxseed, 18.520 (8,86€)-

Interprovincini Migration in Canada

The extent of interprovincial migration of the population of Canade during the deocede
1931 %0 1941 has been determined by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the tavuvlintion being
based on answers %o special questions dealing with previous place of residance insocrpors
ated in “he 1941 Censuse It is, of course, impossible to conjeocture how the Peet War de—
velopment will affect the currents of population movement, nor can it be foretold whether
the dirsction will be similar to thet which characterized the war years. when Lho movew
ment was mainly from the thinly settled sections to the densely settled puris; and in par-
tioular %o the metropolitan areas of the larger citiese Knowledge of the past 20 years
indisates tha+ & movement of the population from the farm to the eitics is charecteristie
of crae of econanic prosperity.and from the cities to the farms when économic activity ls
lowsr s

During vhe intor-censal deoade the greatest oxodus of the population of the individual
provinees was recorded by Saskatchewsn, 188,204 porsons leaving the provinco. while in-
migrants totailed 30,659, leaving a net decrease in the population through migration of
157,545 The ot deorease in the population of Manitoba through migration was 48,478,
Alberta 41.84Y, New Brunswick 10,177, Prince Edward Island 2,672, Quebes 1.58%s On the
other hand, the net increase through migration in the population of the Provinee of British
Columbie wa3 82,498, Ontario 77,484, and of Nova Scotia, 7,848.

Ths figures which follow show the number of in-migrants to the provinces during the
inter-censel docade, 1931-41, with the totals of out-migrants in brackets: Prince Edward
Island, 5,074 (5,746); Hove Scotia, 27,646 (19,798); New Brunswiok, 16,555 (26,728);
Quobec, 088,56% (89,953); Ontario, 200,993 (123,509); Manitoba, 47,571 (06.04¢); Saskat=
ohewan, 30.659 {188,204); Alberta, 53,934 (95,775); British Columbia, 138,008 (55.510)e

Stooks of ¥Food Conmodities in Cold Etorage
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Croamery butter on hand in nine of the orincipal cities of Canade as at the opening of
busincss on June 1 totalled 10,212,048 pounds, acocording to preliminary figures, as com-
pared witn 6.072,367 on May 1 and 7,557,264 on the corresponding date of last years Cheese
holdings were 21,243;738 pounds as compered with 12,869,839 on May 1 and 17,191,116 on
June 1. 1944, Stsll eggs on hand on June 1l amounted to 9,002,663 dozeno 7iast yoar the
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quantity was 8,052,021 dozen and a month ago, 6,328,445 dozen, The holdings of frozen
eges aggregated 11,720,833 pounds, & little noro than half of las$ year's stocks which
amounted to 22,091,348 pounds. Cn May 1, the stocks of frozen eggs Hotalled 6,723,242

poundse

-

Tronds in Food Distribution in April

Wholesale sales of food products in sApril excesded Ly 4 ecnsidernbls margin the
volume recorded in the corresvoncing month of last yoare Statoments received by the
Dominion Bureau of Statisties from 74 of the larger wholesals grosery houses and 46
fruit and vegetable wholesalers revealed inore~sas c¢f 10 and 13 par cent for the res-
nective tradese.

Sales in April of 935 chain store units operating in the fool retailing field were
on a par with the sales of 954 units in April, 1944, Average sales por store in April
this year were 315,965 as compared with {15,€36 o yenr azoo . Salss reported by 1,213
indenendent retail food stores in April averegud one per cent highor than in Aprii,
19444
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Index Numbers of Retail Sales in April

Sales in Canadien retail stores in April wire orncticnlly unshangod from the
dollar value of sales in the corresponding month of lesi year, and woroe 10 ver cont
lower than in March when pre-Easter buying and unseasonably wa:m weather combined to
effeot a remarkably high level of tradinge. The unadjusted index of snles, on the
base 1935-19392100, stood at 174.4 for April this ysar, 1942 for March, and 175,3 for
April, 1944, Sales during the first four moaths of “his yoar averaged sight per cent
above the similar period of 1944, and wers 45 per cenv higher than in the same four
monthe of 1941,

Furniture stores and hardware stores reportsd a substantielly highsr volume of
business for April this year than last while n numbor of other trades asxperienced
minor gains in the April comparison., Sharp declines ocuurred in the trades which
oomprise the olothing groupe This was due in part tc¢ the fecy that these tredes wore
most affeoted by pre-Easter buying and early spring conditions prevailing in March
and thus benefitod most from the heavy consumosv demand waich ezisted in that monthe
Department store sales showed a fractional gain betweson April o' the Two yearseo
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Revenues and Expenses of Railways in March

Canedian railways earned $64,689,022 in March os compared with $67,123,259 in the
correspond ing month of last yeare Freight rovenues deciined by (2,815,7C7 or 5.6 per
cent, but passenger revenues increased by 275,498 or 2.9 per cont, and express revenues
Py ©$204,358 or 9.4 per cent. Opurating expenses increasoed from 50,723,086 to 51,726,
566, reducing the operating income from 11,767,706 to $9,237,782. For the first three
months of 1945 operating revenues declined from $135,982.556 in 1944 to $179,189,494;
operating expenses inoreased from $146,137,114 tc $151,443.598, and the operating in-
oome deolined from $27,547,981 to $18,301,499,

Operating revenues of Canadian lines of ths Canmndian Nati-nal Railway declined to
$32,403,100 in March from (33,492,700 in 1944s Operaiing 9xpenscs decreased from
826,386,168 to $25,786,894, and the operating ircome fell from 46,690,819 to $6,040,830
Operating revenues of the Canadian Pacific Railway Compeny declined to 926,425,929 in
Maroh from 327,200,480 in March of last year, end with onorating expensss increasing by
$1,642,601 the operating income decreased from $3.583,868 to $2.603,8397¢

Cer Loadings on Canadian Railways

Car loadings on Canadion railways for tho week ended May 26 cmounted to 70,250
oars as oompared with 73,1556 cers for the preceding wesk and 67,952 cars for the cor=
responding week of last years The non-statutory hoiiday on May 24th was undoubtedly
the reason for the decline from the total for the nruceding week. In the eastern

division, loadings increased from 42,721 cars in 1944 to 44,728, and in the western
division from 25,231 cars to 25,522,

Total grain loadings increased from 11.0E&8 ocars in 1944 to 12,983 oars, automobiles;
truoks and perts from 1,338 cars to 1,653, pulpwood {rom 1,950 onrs to 3,336, and wood
pulp and paper from 2,964 cars to 3,131. Loadings of 1live stock declined from 2,453
oars to 1,806, coal from 4,750 cers to 4,144, and ores anc corcaentrates from 4,237 dars
to 3,861 |
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Births, Deaths and Marriages in Anril

Births registered in cities, towns and villages of Canada having a ponulation of
10,000 and ovoer numbered 11,8i7 in April, ceaths 4,815 and marriages 3,336 as comparod
with 11,370 births, 4,976 deaths and 3,925 marriages in April last ycvar, showing an ine
orease of four per cent in births and decreases of three per cent in deaths and two per
oant in marriages,

Potroleum Refining Industry in 1843

Thirty-five netroleum refineries operated in Canada curing 1943 with a capacity of
242,215 barrels of cruds oil per day. During the year, 1,746,962,235 gallons of imported
crude oil and 337,070,674 gallons of crude oil and absorption gasolino from Canadian wolls,
or a total of 2,084,052,909 gallons was put through Canadian refineries, this amounting
to about 66 per cent of the rated capacitye Of the total crude input, about 69 per cent
was imported from the United States and nearly 15 per cont from other countries, while
about 16 per cont oame from Canadien wells. The total cost at the refineries of all
orude oil and naphtha charged to stills during the year was $127,907,890.

Refinery procduction of gasoline in 1943 amounted to 869,238,237 gallons, and in
addition the refineries used for blending about 21,647,290 gallons cf imported casing=
head gasoline which is not included in the Canadien prcdusti-n figurss. The gallonage
of gascline made in 1943 was 16 per cent over 1542, which, in turn, was 12 per cent under
1941 The refinery selling value of the gascline made during the ysar was $110,043,999
Stocks of gasoline held by the refineries on December 31 included 81,654,646 gallons of
straight run or crackod gasoline and 1,036,670 gallons of imported casinghead gasolinee
In 1943 there was an output of 16,319,550 gallons of natural gasoline from absorption
plants in Albertao This wes prectically all sold to refinories end is included with the
gallonagoe charged to stills, and the reiined gescline made therefrom is included in the
refinery output flpureso

Imports of gasoline, including cesinghead, amounted to 97,504,792 gallons during
1943, which, added tc the production of 869,288,237 gallons less the incroase in pro-
ducers ', distributors', and consumors' stocks of 27,819,974 gallons and loss the exports
of 21,494,799 gallons, made an apparent Canadian consumption of 917,478,256 gallonse
Actual sales es renorted tc the Bureau on a munthly basis, amounted to 903,592,163
gallonso

Produotion of fuel and gas coils, exoluding any made and used for oracking purposes,
totalled 893,649,905 gellons, of which 809,950,476 gallons were made for sale and 83,-
699,429 gallons for use as fuel in the producing ~lant. Imports amcunted to 53,570,321
gellons and exports to 54,687,171 gallons> Stocks of fuel oil and distillate at the
end of the year stood at 275,469,561 gallons, cr about 43,669,103 gallons more than in
1942, Output of tractor and engine distillate was 39,433,111 gallons in 1943, imports
amounted to 596,503 gallons, and producers! stocks declined 2,217,713 gallonse The

apparent oonsumption of fuel oils and distillate in Canade, as calculated from the above
figures, amounted 4c £91,111,279 gallons,

Drug Rotailing in Canada in 1941

~ Retail s~les of drugs and drug sundries through ell types of retail outlets cmounted
to $56,206,300 in 1941, This total consists of prescriptions to the value of $11,732,000;
harmaceuticals and patent medicines valued at §36,323,900 and drug sundries velued at
¥8,150,4000o Prescriptions are sold through drug stores or through the drug departments
of denartment storess The ceonsus seles figure of $11,732,000 does net inslude the
sales of medicines through physiclan's office dispensariese

About 90 per cent of the sales of pharmaceuticals and patont medicines were made
through drug stores. The other 10 per cent was sold by department stores, by stores
specinlizing in the sals of patont medicines, perfumus, extracts, etc. and by variety
storeso Drug sundries; oconsisting of rubbsr goods, sick room supplies, eto., were
scld by drug storec to the exteont of 78 per oent of the totale Department stores
accounted for 17 per cent, while variety stores and gonerei merchandise stores aocounted
for the remaining five per cents,



Cr » Cunditions "in Afgenting

The officinl crop report of the argentine Ministry of Agriculture, whioh has
recently been issued, states that ‘he planting of wheat has been started in the
western part of the province of Buencs Aires and in the eastern part of the Pampa
territory. The planting of other cerenls for tne dual purpnose of pasture and
grain production has also become general: Up %o the third week of April the field
work was rendered difficult by lack of rain, but afterwards generel precipitation
moistened the soil and facilitate. planting operations. The harvesting of maizo
and rice is pro¢ceding normally; and tho vrops of alfalfa and sorgos look welle
The ocondition of pastures is goodo

Production of Asphalt Roofing in April

Production of asphalt roofing in April inciuded 294,047 squares of shingles, siding
end roofing and 3,033 tons of felts and sheathing. as compared with 203,107 squares of
the former and 2,922 fons of the latier in the corresponding month of last years
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Facts of Interest from Bursau Recoggi

The making ©of barrels is divided iuto 4wo divisions - slack and tight cooperagee.
Slack cooperage, or barrols made with compuratively loose scams, for the shipping of
dry products such as lime, potatoes, apples, dry fish, flour, cereals, nails and other
products which do not require a water-tight container, is probably the most importante
Tight cooperage includes the manufacture of water-tight barreis only. These are mostly
used for containing liquids. such as syrup; cider, vinegar end oil, These are also
used for pork and fish packed in salt or brine. Elm, poplar. maple, spruce, hecch,
ash, basswood, birch and pine ars a few of the woods used in the msking of barrel staves.
The gross value ol products manufecsured by firms included in the cocperage industry of
Canada in 1942 was ¢4,103,000 a5 comparsd with $2,197,000 in 1939,
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Canadian production of chromite is relatively small and is far ghort of domestio
requirementss The world production just prior to the war was about 1,300,000 tcns,
Russia, Turkey and Southern Rhodesia were each producing 200,000 tons or more a year,
while South Afriecas, the Philinpines, Cuba, New Celedonia, Yugoslavia, Greece and Indie
were each producing 50,000 tons or morc. When it was evident that shipping diffiocul-
ties might impede the imports of chromite into Canada, steps were talan to encoursge
production from the known devosits in Quebecs Chromite is used in the manufacture of
refractory brick, as ferro-chrome in the manufacture of certain ferrcus alloys, and in
the metallic form in certain non-ferrous alloys> Produoticon in Cansda rose from 338
tons in 1940 %o 27,720 tons in 1944q
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Reports Issued During the Week

1o Grain Situation in Argentina (10 cents).

2+ Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 conts)o

3. Egonomic Conditions in Cenada During First Four Months of 1945 (1C cents)e
4¢ Current Trends in Food Distribution, April (10 conts)a

5o The Petroleum Products Industry, 1943 (50 ocents).

6o Car Loadings on Cenadian Railways - Weekly (10 conts).

7 Operating Revenues, Expouses and Statistics of Railways, Maroch (10 cents)a
8e Production of Asvhalt Roofing, Aprii (10 cents)a

9. Sales of Asphalt Roofing, April (10 cents).
10, Annual Review of Employmont and Payrolls, 1944 (25 cents)e

11. Monthly Review of the Wheat Situaticn (10 cents).

12, Price Movements, May,1915 (10 cents )«

13. Imports by Principal Countries, April (10 cents),

14, Summary of Cannda's Imports, April (10 conts)e

16, Registration of Births, Deaths and liarriages, April (10 ocents).

16+ Monthly Indexes of Retail Bales, April (10 cents)e

170 Interprovincial Migration in Canada, 19311941 (10 cents).

180 Drug Retailing in Canada, 1941 (25 cents).

19, Tne hircraft Industry, 1943 (15 cents).

20s Indoxos of Wholesaie Sales, april {10 cents).

21, Employment Situction at Beginning of Aprii, 1945 10 cents)o

22, Advance Preliminary Statement of Stocks of Bukter, Cheese and Eggs in Nine of the

Principael Cities of Canada, June i (10 cents)e
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