
.4 U 

WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
S 

Depa:tment of Trade and Commerce 

Vol. XtII - No,23 	Ottawa, Saturday s  June 16, 1945 	- Price 1.00 per anrni 

Crop Conditions in Canada 

Crops across the Dominion are gradually recovering from the hanitoap imposed uoon 
them by a late spring season0 A considerable area in Saskatchewan and Alberta now ro 
quires rain and farmers everywhere are looking for warm weather. Crop prospects are, 
however, generally more favourable0 

Cool, wet eathor continued throughout the Maritimes during the past two weeks and 
the seeding of grain has been considerably delayed. I-lay meadows and pastures are in 
good oondition and excellent progress has been made in planting the potato orop; the 
acreage is reported to be large, 

Crop prospects have improved materially in Quebec as a result of more favourable 
weather during the past two weeks. 	The late spring season has, however, delayed seeding 
operations to such an extent that the total area of spring grains will be considerably 
below earlier Intentions, Meadows and pastures have shown exoellort growth a4 milk 
production has been above last year, Vegetable and root crops will be late but are now 
making excellent grawth 	Wanner weather during the past week has permitted Ontario 
farmers to proceed with seeding of spring grains and the planting of corn, beans and 
other late-sown crops. The late spring will undoubtedly result in a substantial re-
duction in grain acreage and good growing weather will be necessary to mature the crop. 
Fall wheat is genorally fair to good-i Hay and pastures are spotty and the yield will 
probably be below averaeo 

In the prairies all of the wheat has now been seeded and although no information on 
acreage is available as yet r  it is thought that seedings will be considerably below 
earlier intentions particularly in Manitoba. Temperatures, generally, over the Prairies 
oontnue to range below normal and rainfall, with the exception of sane areas in Saskat- 
chewan and in south.westorn Alberta p  are below normal. Some  distriots within the Red 
River Valloy of Manitoba eontinue to report excessive moisture, which is delaying the 
seeding of late crop5n Conditions are most advanced in the south-west corner where 
wheat i8 reported to vary from one to six inches in height and oats from one to five 
inches. Moisture conditions in Manitoba are adequate, although growth of most pastures 
has been retardedo 

Whoat seeding is completed in Saskatchewan and the seeding of ooarse grains and 
flax will soon be finished, Wheat growth is reportod good, but ooarso grains only 
fair since the moisture supplies necessary for the development of the later eown crops 
have been inadequate. Some damage from soil drifting has occurred in the south-central 
areas and wire worms are now putting in an appearance. The south-centre and the south-
west need rain 

Conditions in Alberta are varied with the south-west, which was extremely dry last 
smuner, now in excellent condition. Points along the foothills south of Calgary have 
received up to three times their normal rainfall since April 1. Crops and pastures are 
responding rapidly to these favourable moisture conditions. Drou,ht is still being ex-
perienced in the whole of oentral Alberta and coarse grains and wheat which were seeded 
on stubble r:. 	rain very badly0 Pastures are poor in this area and the hay crop will 
be light unless rain and warm weather are received soon. Although the Peace River re- 
ceived good raino earlier in the spring, mo.sture supplies are now being depleted and 
the present lack of rain is beginning to cause concern. 

The weather continues favourable in British Colt*nbta and the growth of field crops 
during the past two weeks has been excellent. Prospoots for the small fruit orope are 
good, but the set of aoples is disappointing in some districts. 

Dairy Production  

A reverse situation has developed with respect to the production of creamery butter 
in Canada, the May output amounting to 32,025 0 000 pounds as compared with 34 0 070,000 in 
the corresponding month of last year, a reduction of six per cent. The cumulative out-
put for the first five months of the current year amounted to approximately 89,408 0000 
pounds as oomparod with 90,065,000 in the seine period of the precoding year. Cold, baolc- 
ward weather and poor pasture growth in some seotions had an adverse effect on milk 
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production, as rif1t.ottd in th u figurs of butter make. 	In the Prairio Provinces, a 
reduction in cow numbers was also an important factor in reducing the output of butter. 

Cheddar cheese production made a substantial gain during May, moving from 20,320 2 000 
pounds to over 22,120,000, an advance of approximately nine per oent; and for the January 
to May period the total output amounted to 39,424,000 pounds, or 9.2 per cent more than 
that produced in the seine period of last year. 

The quantity of too cream manufactured in May was more than 11 rer oont below that 
of May 1944, the total being 1,842,000 gallons. The oumulativo output for the first 
five months of 1945 was 5,857,000 gallonE, representing a reduction of approximately 
five per cent. The drop in production during the past two months may be attributed to 
reduced demand on the part of military establishments, where the toe oroem quota system 
is not applicable. 

Conoentrated milk products, Including both whole milk and milk hy-oroduots, advanced 
approximately eight per cent during May being 36,313,000 pounds as compared with 33,667,-
000 in the same month of the preceding year. On a cumulative basis the total amounted 
to 110,763,000 pounds in comparison with 100 9 149,000 in the January to May period of 1944., 
Evaporated milk, the most important whole milk product, showed a gain of 10 per cent over 
that of May 1944, and skim milk pa"rder, the most important milk by-produot advanced approxi-
mately 15 per cent. 

Milk production in April moved up two por cent over that of the corresponding month 
of last year, and the quantity of milk used in manufacture advanced 4 per cent. While 
complete figures for May are not yet available it is believed that the total farm milk 
supply will fall slightly below that of the preceding year. However, with the improve-
ment now being reported in the pasture situation, it is expected that the production of 
milk during the peak period of the early sumner should show some advanoe over the corres-
ponding period of 1944. 

Storage Holdings on June 1 

The stocks of creamery butter in Canada on June 1 9  as published tIi.i week by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistios,wero higho The total in stcrage and in transit amounted 
to 19,560,924 pounds as compared with 12,595,525 on May 1, i7,53o01 on Junu 1, 1944, and 
16,857,000 pounds, the June 1, 1940-44 average. Most of the holdings - 53.4 per cent - 
were in cold storage warehouses. The Dairy Products Board held 3,17,928 pounds. 

The amount of factory cheese on hand and in transit on June 1 increased to 40,713,580 
pounds from 34,667,544 a year ago and f'om 25,697,787 pounds last month. Stocks of 
evaporated whole milk owned by manufacturers increased still further to 34,820,851 pounds 
from 22,580,086 pounds on May 1 this year. The current stocks are more than double last 
year's holdings of 14,736,213 pounds, 	Skim milk powder on hand also increased to 5,231,-. 
767 pounds from 3,810,242 pounds last month and from last year's Juno 1 total of 1,971,402 
pounds. 

The stocks of shell eggs are only half a million dozen lower than those of last year, 
the total standing at 1 7,213,208 dozen as compared with 17,739,398 dozen on June 1, 1944. 
There was the usual seasonal increase from May 1 when the holdings totalled 13 0 447,697 
dozen. There was a decrease of nearly 12 million pounds of frozen eggs from the holdings 
of last year. On June 1 this year the total was 18,060,877 pounds as compared with 
29,778,237 pounds last year and 11 0 654,499 pounds last month. 

There was a seasonal reduction in the stocks of dressed poultryo There were on June 
1 this year only 5,950,632 pounds in store, whereas a month ago thcre were 8,102,723 
pounds. The quantity held a year ago was 11,769,453 pounds. 

The aggregate of all wholesale meat in Canada on June 1 was 77,430,267 pounds. This 
was a decrease from last year when the holdings were 123,541,234 pounds. It was also a 
reduction from last month's stocks which totalled 92 : 186,531 pounds. Of the June 1, 

1945 stocks, 56,142 0 357 pounds were pork, a decrease from last year and last month, when 
the holdings were 88,867,197 pounds and 64,181,445 pounds, respectively. Beef totalled 
15,635,289 pounds as compared with 25,197,236 pounds a year ago and. 21,665,744 pounds 
last month. Veal at 4,773,274 pounds compared with 5,666,377 last; year and 4,383,267 
last month. Mutton and lamb decreased from last year and last month, stocks amounting 
to 879,347 pounds on June 1, 1945, 3,810,424 pounds last year and 1,956,075 pound8 last 
months lArd holdings were 2,588,052 pounds as compared with 2,81 7 ,385 a month ago and 
21,367,313 pounds last year. 
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Stocks of frozen fresh fish on Juno 1 totalled 19,175,946 poundso lest year th 
total was higher, being 19,655,787 pounds, while last month the holdings wore 1 : 510,811 1 
pounds. Frozen smoked fish stocks wore 1,034,194 pounds as comparec with 1,861,515 
pounds last year and 1,171,530 pounds a month ago 

Fruit, frozen and in proservatives, aggregated 17,259,172 poundo on Juno 1, while 
last year the total was 22,200,729 pounds and a month ago 21,194823 poundso The total 
of vegetables, frozen and in brtne, was 1586,810 poundsr, A year ago the stocks wore 
742, F7 rminOs find last -onth t}io hold ings were 3,048,110 pounds 

Frvo zings of Canadian Fish 

The quantity of fresh fish frozen during May totalled 8,336 2 75 pounds as oo.pared 
with 9,501,610 pounds in May last year, according to figures ru1ea5d by the flomnicn 
Bureau of Statistioe 	The most important items wereg 2,099,.642 pounds of cod fillets; 
2,423,845 pounds of halibut, the Pacific season for whiuh opened on May ' and 2,190,578 
pounds of sea herrings0 

The tote1 freezings of smoked fish in May 1945 amounted to .99 ; 673 pounds as oompared 
with 1,368,079 a year ago and 1,029,186 during April 1945 Smoked fillets oomprisod the 
principal itom with 776,979 pounds in May of this yoar 1,2543cL) ii May 1944 and 956,78 
in Anril 1945. 

Man-iiuurs and Hourly Earnn3 

n the manufacturing industries as a whole, the 849.758 wagu-.c.rners for whom statis-
tto of man-hours were available at Anril I worked a total of 37,0(3 ; 142 hours in the week 
preceding April 1 as compared with an estimated figure of 39,377 0 000 hours worked in the 
same establishments in the week preceding March 11 mainly as a resuit of he loss of work-
ing time at the Easter holtdays the averqge hours per week were rc'duced from 458 at 
March 1 to 43.5 at the firs -s of April. 	On the other hand ;  the av rage hourly earnings 
reported at April 1 were sliJh±ly higher, rising from 7091 conts ilL the preceding period 
of observntjo: 	704 conts at t}u date under review0 

In tho rx mLnths for which statistics of hourly earnings are avai1ablo the changes 
in the average hourly earnings in manufacturing as a whole have bern relatively slight, 
a fact which may be associated to some extent with the GovernmenH wartime control of 
wage-rates. 	In man, of the industries, however, rather greater fluctuations have been 
indicated, These are explained, in most oases, by the emp1oymen of larger or smaller 
numbers of craftsmen at different rates of pay in the indicated nay periods, while the 
amount of overtime workod in the plant as a wholo, or in different departmonss of the 
establi.$)-znent, also affects the average earnings as well as the average hours workedo 

The highest rates of earnings in the manufacturing division are found in the produc 
tion of durable manufactured goods; in which women constituted only 167 per cent of the 
total personnel reported at April l 	In the non-durable manufao+urod goods division, 
where 39.7 per cent of the employees at the date under review were women, the average, 
at 60.9 cents per hour, was lower by over 17 cents than that in the durable manufactured 
goods; obviously, a faotor of paramount importance in the variations in the hourly rates 
in the different industries is the degree of skill generally required of workers engaged 
therein. The age distribution of persons employed in the industry, and the amount of 
overtime or of broken time worked, are also important contributorri to the fluctuations. 

In the durable manufactured 	ods division, the 1ovost average earnings are found 
in the lumber industry, and in clay, glass and stone products, whlo the highest figures 
are in the iron and steel industries; at April 1, the maxirrum earnings reported were 
those of 86.4 cents in shipbufldi.ng and repairing and 938 cents per hour in automobile an 
and parts manufacbiring 	The proportions of women workers in thoce industries are 
generally low, ranging from six per, cent in shipbuilding to 22 per cent in olay, glass 
and stone products. 

In the light manufactured goods industries, the range in the hourly earnings is 
fairly wide, 	The lowest averagus in the group are found in textilos, in vthich 60 nor 
cant of the total persons in recorded employment at April 1 wore woxnonj the general 
figure in this group at the latest date was 51 cents per houro The beverage industries, 
whore little more than 20 per cent of the workers were women, had an average of 657 
cents per hour. The highest figure in the non-durable manufactured industries was 
that of 8599 oonts reported in the petroleum products divibion, in which only 9.2 per 
cent of the total employees reported at the beginning of April wt , re womon 
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Car Loadings on Canadian Railwayo 

Car loadings on Canadian railways for the week ended June 2 increased to 74,296 cars 
from 70 ; 242 for the preceding week and 7579 for,  the corresponding week of last year. 
In the eastern division s  loadirs increased from 44,595 cars in 1944 to 46,645, and in 
the western division from 25,9811 oars to 27,651 

Total lcdin of grain 1ncroa.od from 10,595 oars in 1944 to 13,730, while live 
stock declined from 2429 oars tc .,812, coal from 5,210 to 4,605, and ores, concentrates 
and other mine produote from 13 ,825 cars to 3,341. Pulp wood loadings increased from 
2,501 oars to 3286, lumber from 3,400 oars to 3,628, automobiles and truoke from 1,128 
oars to 1,478 and weed pur and ppe from 2,946 cars to 3,209. 

Production of Gold in March 

The production of gold in Canada in March amounted to 228,687 fine ounoes as compared 
with 212,351 in the preceding mnonbh and 266C44 in the corresponding month of last year. 
The value of the March 1945 outpu; was 48,804,450. During the first quarter of the 
present year 6728 fine ounoos of gold wore produced as compared with 781,240 in the 
oomn'arab10 pertod of 1944. 

Gold outpu was as follo - .%,s by provinces in Maroh, totals for the corresponding month 
of last year being in bracketss 0ario, 135,768 (155,492) fine ounces; Quebec, 61,006 
(72303,.; British Co1ijnbia 17.1'' (17 1

223); Manitoba and Saskatchewan, 14,475 (19,019); 
Nova Scotia, 84 (527; Yukon.. 177 (nji Northwest Territories, nil (2,080) fine ounoes. 

March Produ3tjon of Silver, L-ad and Zino 

The Canadian output of silver in March amounted to 1,199,546 ounces as compared with 
952225 in the preceding month and 1 $ 367155 in the corresponding month of last year. 
Quotations for silver on the Nc-a York market in March averaged 49.23 cents per fine 
ounce in Canadian fundu, Bed on this prioe, the value of the March production totalled 
590.536 	During the first threti months of this year silver production totalled 3,171,. 

361 ounoes as ccmparod wh 3,045,609 in the comparable period of lc440 

Primary unrefined aoad prodution in all forms during March rose to 35,169 0 939 pounds 
from the precoding monh's jutnut, of 24,578012 pounds, and increased 44.9 per cent over 

	

the March 1944 total of 24; 264,103 pound... 	During the first three months of 1945 pro 
duotton of lead was re3orded at 85371,694 pounds as compared with 86,728,931 in the 
first quarter of 1944 

Production of primary zinc in all forms in March totalled 47,6 07,136 pounds as 
compared with 44,523; 588 in February and 4e,049,214 in Maroh of las1 year. Output 
during the first quar.ar of 1945 amounted to 141,723,901 pounds as compared with 
138,294,593 iii thu errCu1Q1ng period of last year. 

Produc ti. onof Co per and Nickul tnMaroh 

Copper produetioii in Carir4.da in Maroh was recorded at 45,931,335 pounds as compared 
with 39,903,080 in the preceding month and 45 ) 472,036 in the oorresonding month of last 
year. During the first three months of the current year the produntion aggregated 
130215,843 pounds as compared with 143713,750 in the similar period of 1944. 

Maroh nickel production amounied to 23,514,627 pouids as compared with 20 8 724,884 
in February and 25288 828 in March of last year. During the first quarter of this year 
68009,779 pounds of ni:oi wore produced as compared with 71216 b 337  in the like period 
of the pro cod ng ya 

Produoion of Crud Petroleum 	 February  

Production of crude petroiemi and naturLtl gasoline in Canada in February totalled 
778,828 barrels as compared with 881821 in january and 793,869 in February of last year. 
Outnut in Alberta was recorded at 650,432 barrels, New Brunswick 1,694, Ontario 6,645, and 
the Northwest Torrtories 120 g 057 barrels. During the first two months of this year the 
all-Canada output fot.11od i,660649 barrels as compared with 1,631,301 in the same period 
of 1944,  
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Stocks and Marketthgs of Wheat and Coarse Grains 

Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North Ariøa at midnight on 
June 7 totalled 273,846,544 bushels as compared with 275,956,126 on the corresponding 
date of last year. On the latest date the stocks included 254,266,423 bushels in 
Canadian positions and 19 9 580,121 bushels in United States positions. 

Deliveries of wheat from farms in the Prairie Provinces during the week endinS June 
7 exnounted to 4,061,864 bushels as compared with 3,966,183 in the preceding weok. Durizt 
the elapsed portion of the present orop year, 307,332,301 bushels were marketed in western 
Canada as compared with 242,424,210 in the corresponding period of 1943.440 

The following quantities of coarse grains were also delivered from farms in the 
Prairie Provinces, totals for the nreceding week being in braoketat oats, 2 9 5740 108 

~18'695).
2,634,300) bushels; barley, 494,645 (435,],34) r ye , 33,723 (33,491); flaxsoed, 32,t78 

Stocks of Unmanufaoturod Toba000 

Stocks of unmanufactureit tobacco on hand in Canada at the end of Maroh aggregated 
117 2012,588 pounds as oompared with 129 0 869,556 on the corresponding data of last year. 
The stocks of Canadian tobacco amounted to 115,106,612 pounds as compared with 127,945 0 -
880 a year ago, while the imported types totalled 1,905,976 pounds as compared. with 
1,923,676. 

Central Electric Stations in 1943 

Eleotrto energy generated by central electric stations in Canada during 1943 to-
talled 40 0 479,593,000 kIlowatt hours as compared with 37,355,179,000 in the preceding 
year and 28,338,030,000 in 1939. 01 the r000rded output in 1943 0  39,660,312,000 kilo-
watt hours, or almost 98 per cent was produced by water power, whereas only 758 0 128,000 
kilowatt hours were produced by plants using only thermal engines and 61,153,000 kilowatt 
hours were produced by thermal auxiliary equipment in hydraulic plants and in non. 
generating plants. 

The pulp and paper industry was the largest consumer of electrto energy prior to 
the war, but because of restriotions on the use of eleotriotty in t , oilere the total 
consumption by this industry declined, amounting in 1943 to 6,ll0,641.,000 kilowatt hours. 
With the great development of the aluminum industry, the metal smelting and reftnertes 
became the largest consumers of electric energy, the ooneuxnntton in 1943 totalling 
11,009,839,000 kilowatt hours. Domestic service accounted for a c onsumption figure of 
2,843,612,000 kilowatt hours, comerotal lighting 1,260,809,000 1, exports to the United 
States 2,545,038,000 and line losses 3,451,364,000. 

The number of domoatio customers served by central electric stations oonttnuee to 
advance, reaching a total of 1,852,367 in 1943, as compared with 1,803,708 in 1942, 
1,623,672 in 1939 and 1,379,153 in 1934. 	The average annual bill for domestio service 
in 1943 was ,27.70 as compared with 28.11 in 1942, 26.97 in 1939 and 026.47 in 1934. 
Thae bills do not include federal, provthoial and municipal, sales taxes paid by the 
oonsers, 

Sales of Gasoline in Januar 

Sales of motor, tractor and aviation grades of gasoline in Canada in January total-
led 53,469 0 000 gallons as compared with 58,735 9 000 in the preceding month and 57,235,000 
in January 1944, a000rdng to returns received by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
from the tax departments of Provincial governments and from Canadian oil companies. 

Salee of Clay Froduats in March 

Sales by producers of clay produots made from domestic clays in Canada in Maroh 
were reoorded at 4547,681 as compared with 4398,724 in February and I38O,078 In March 
of last year. Sales in March this year included building brick to the value of 
259,460, structural tile 69,682, drain tile 420p266 0  sewer pipe 064,317, fireolay 

blocks and shapes 20,860, pottery 474 9 161, and miscellaneous clay products 838p956e 



Reports Issued During the Week 

1. Canadian Grain Statistics (10 cents).. 
2 Car Loadings on Canadian Railways (10 cente). 
3, Monthly Review of Dairy Production, May (10 cents). 
4o Stocks of Fruit and Tegetab1es, June 1 (10 cents), 
5 Stocks of Dairy and Poultry Products, June 1 (10 cete). 
6. Cold Storage Holdings of Fish, Juno 1 (10 oents). 
7o Cold Storage Holdings of Meat and Lard, June 1 (io eents). 
6o Telegraphio Crop Report, Canada (10 cents),. 
90 Petroleum and Natural Gas ProductIon, February; and Petroleum Fuots S4vs0. 

January (io cents). 
10 Clay Products Made from Canadian Clays, March (10 oent). 
11. Production of Canadats Leading Minerals,.Maroh (].o cents). 
12 Corper and Nickol Production, Maroh (10 cents). 
13. Silver, Load and Zinc Production, March (10 cents). 
14. Gold Production, March (10 cents). 
15, Man-Hours and Hourly Earnings, April 1, 1945 (10 cents). 
163 Stocks and 'cnsuinption of Urgngnufaotured Tobacco, March 31, 1945 (10 cent.). 
17e Central Electrio Stations in Canada, 1943 (25 cents). 
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