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Employment Sjituation at May 1

The monthly survey of tho employment situation as at May 1, 1946 -- depioting the
situation oxisting just before VeE Day -+ shows that for the fifth successive month there
wos & general downward trend in industrial aotivitye The Dominion Bureau of Statistiocs
tabulated data frum 15,232 establishments in which the employces numbered 1,789,970;
this was leoss by 14,234, or 0«8 por ocent than the personnel reported ut the beginning of
iprile Although the loss 1s contra-seasonal according to the experience of pre-war years,
it repoats the movement indiocated at May 1 in 1944 and 1943, in each of which the general
contraction was on e largor soales The shrinkage in employment at tho date under review
was acoompanied by a moderate increase in the payrolls disbursed as compared with April 1,
whon the obsorvenee of tho Eastor holidays had resulted in lowsr earnings.

Based on the 1926 average as 100; the index number of employment at May 1, 1945,
was 17545 as ocomparod with 176¢0 in the preceding month and 17842 at May 1 in 1944 and
also in 1943 With the oxception of these two years, employment at the date under re=-
viow was at a higher lovel than in any other May on reoorde. Since the latest deocline
wac ocontrary to the usual trend at the time of year,; thereo was a falling-off in the
goasonally-adjusted index, whioh fell from 187¢4 at the first of April to 182+2 at the
boginning of May,

A briof review of the situation at May 1 as compared with April 1 shows ocurtailment
in all provinces except Nova Sootia and New Brunswicke The declines in Ontario were
most noteworthy, over 12,000 psrsons having been released by the firms furnishing in-
formation in this provinces The reductions in Quebec and the Vestern Provinces were
ronurally modorates

In the Douminion as a whole, there was a substantial recession in manufacturing,
from whioh 12,233 men and women were laid off by tho co-opcrating esteblishments. The
tendonoy in the produetion of dureble and of non-durable menufactured goods was un-
favourable, some 7,400 persons being released from the former ond ever 5,100 from the
latter; centrul oluotrio stations, however, showed heightenod activitys Employment in
iron and stoel rlants was partiocularly affected by the curtailment in operations, over
6,700 employves having been released therefrom. In this group, which for over five
yoars has been almost exelusively engagod on war production, the index, at 291.6, was
12,7 per oent lower than a ysar ago, being also the lowest indicated sinco the early
summer of 19424 However, employment in these industries at the date under review was
atill some three times as pgreat as at September 1, 1939.

Within tho non-durable goods industries, the largest roduction at the first of May
as ecampared with April 1 took plaee in the ohemical industries, from which nearly 2,300
persons wore releasods Textiles also showed a considerable declinc of a seasonal charao-
tors.

Among the non-manufucturing industries, there was a marked reduction in logging, the
oco-oporating ecamps recloasing 18,718 persons in & scasonal movement whioh considerably
oxcooded the average in tho experience of the years since 1920, although it wes on a
amaller soaloe than at May 1, 1944. Mining was slacker, the larpgest loss taking place
in the production of metallic ores; a falling-off was also indicated in retail trodes
On the othor hand, omployment inoreased in services; communications, transportation and
construction and meintenance. The expansion in the last-named was substantial, nearly
15,200 persons boing added to the staffs of the ocontractors making roturnse Most of the
gain was in work on the roadse

The rednedion of Of per cont in the number in rocorded employmont at May 1 as oam-~
pered with April 1 was accompanied by an increase of 0+9 per cont in the disbursemonts
in salarles and wages. Theso rose from $67,739,543 in the lest return to $58,262,067
at the boginning of Mays The higher payrolls accompanying lowered employment were
largely due to the resumption of operations on a more usual scale following the loss of
time duering Eastur woek, which had fallen within the preceding pu§iod of observation.



Extornal Trade of Canada in May

The oxternal trade of Canada, excluding gold, was valuod at $462,568,000 in May as
comprured with 629,837,000 in tho oorresponding month of last yoar, o reduction of $67,-
319,000, or 1247 ver cente Tho aggrogato for the first fivo monthe of the current year
wasg 42,070,281,000 as camparod with $2,134,780,000 in the camparable period of the pro=-
ceding yoar, a deorvase of §64,499,000.

Tho valuo of domestic merchandise exports in May was $315,192,00¢, a doclino of 144
per oent from the May 1944 total of $368,357,000, when a now high monthly rocoerd had been
tsteblishede The doorease in the oxport of supplies intended mainly for wer purposes
necounted for the large bulk of the deeline in total exports; the export of commodities
in this catugory dvereased from $170,074,000 a year ago to $127,672,000s During the
I'irst fivo months of this year; tho value of all commoditios exported wvas 1,395,552,000
as compered with §1,403,110,000 in the same period of 1944.

Inports of merchandise in May wore lower at $143,844,000 as compsared with $159,038,«
GGG in the oorresponding month of last year, a decrease of 9,6 per ocents Apgrogute im-
sorts for the first five months of this yoar were valuod at $652,215,000 na comparod with
3712,050,000 in the similur poriod of 1944, a doolino of 8.4 per ocont.

Foreign oommoditics wore ro-exported in May to the valuo of $3,531,000 us compared
with 35,738,000 in the preceding month and $2,492,000 in May. 1944, The “otal for the
first five months of this yoar was 422,513,000 as comparod with ¢19,620,000 in the same
reried of 1944,

licrehandiso Imports in lay

Inports. of msrchandiso into Canade in May were valued at 143,844,000 as compared
#ith ¢159,038,000 in the oorrosponding month of last year, a decline cf 9.6 nor ocent,
Tho total for the first five months of the curroent year was $652,215,000 as compared
with $712,050,000 in the 1iko period of 1944, a reduction of 8.4 per cant,

Tho Unitod Stutes acocounted for & largoe poroentage of Canada's imports; the May
valuation boing $104,753,000 as compared with $127,041,000 a year ago, and in the fivo
months onded May, $607,406,000 as compared with $586,721,000 in the samo period of 1944.
The United Kingdom contributed the noxt largest amount -- $15,179,000 in May as oompared
with $13,044,000, and in the five-month period, $52,570,000 as oomparod with /745,050,000
British India was next in order with a total of $4,400,000 in May as campared with
%8,967,000, and in the fivo months ended May, 316,667,000 as canpared with $12;943,0004

The following were amongst the prineipal items importod in May, tetels for Hay 1944
being in parentheses: fruits, $6,351,000 (§6,217,000); toa, 93,243,000 (¥1,777,000);
cotton and produets, 6,203,000 ($8,356,000); wool and products, $4,089,000 ({2;879,000);
rolling mill products, 4,618,000 ($4,326,000); ferm tmplomonts, 53,328-000 (83.704,000);
machinery, exeept agrioultural, 88,971,000 (§7,560,000); vehiclos, $7.175.000 ($10,112,«-
000); olectriocal apparatus, $3,964,000 ($6,817,000$; coal, $7,151,000 ($8,964,00n):
netroleum produets, $i,527,000 (§9,535,000); chemicals, $7,010,000 ($6,043-000),

Trace Xsnorts for Calondur Ysar 13244
How Available for Purchase by Fublie

4is from July lst 1945 the following reports of the Deminion Buresu of Statistics on
Exturnal Trade for the calondar year 1944 are released from censorship restrictions and
uro available for purohase: by the publiecs

(1) Printod Fublications -- Volume II of the 1944 Annual Report of the Trade of
Cenada dealing with exports is now available and may be purchasod at ‘the prico of 42400
Volumos I and III are in the presse Volume I consists of summary and annlytioal tuvles;
Volume III deals with importse These may alsc be purchased whon available at $2-00 each,
er tho throo Volumos will be sent whon available for $5.00-

(2) Rotaprinted Fublications doaling, rospectively. with imports and with exports
of Canadian products by commodities in Decembor 1944 and in the caloadar yoar 1944 may be
vurohased at 25 conts ocach and may bo freely usede Further, rotaprinted rcrorts dealing
with artiolos imported from and exported to each country during tho aoiondar vear 1944
may now bo purchasod at the price of 25 cents each and may be frosciy usad by ull inter-
wsted purtiose
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Crop Conditions in Frairie Frovincss

Frospeots for the grain crops in the Prairle Trovinces were grently improved during
the past weok by widely scattered rains which ranged up to threo ineches at several pointse
Tomperntures weére bolow average and the imponding damage from drought was cheoked in
south-ccntral and wost-central Saskatchowan and in central Alberta. Although the Edmonton
arou rococived scatterud snhowers it still requires furthor rains.

The ourly planted wheat is now heading out in some distriots and coarse groins are
making falr progross. Most of the late sown grain is still in the shotblade stago and
warm woather is roquired to hasten maturity. Crops are nevertheless still from ton daya
to two wegks late and aro competing with a vigorous growth of weeds.

Moisture conditions may be generally desoribed es satisfaetory in Manitoba with the
avora;e helcht of whout about elght inches and coarse grains about six inches. Conditions
horo are satisfeotory despite tho heavy woed growthe The dry area in south-oentrel and
south westorn Saskatohowan has rcceived from falr to good rainfall and it is possiblc that
whoat may average 15 bushels to tho acre in tho Rosetown area, In the extreme south-west
further rains in a wosk or ton days wiil be necossary as reserve moilsture moisture supplies
aro lows Wheat has stcclicd out fairly well in the province and also averagea about eight
inches in hoighte.

Widespread rains improved conditions in oentral and south-sastern Alberte whioh had
been suffering from dry weather. .ilthough some rain was reosived in south-western Alberta
orops in this arva wero alroady meking excollent progrosse A large seotion of contral
Albserta roocoived frum good to heavy rains but these tapered off farther north and the
Edmonten arca still neods heavy rain. Early sown wheat is in the shotblade stage in the
Penco River district and somc of it is beginning to head out. Although inseot damage has
so far not boen toov scvore., sawflies aro now in flighte Hail damage 1s reported over e
wido arcn betweon Calgary and Medicino Hat.

Stooks and Marketings of Thoat and Coarss Grains

Stocks of Canecian wheat in store or in transit in North Amerioca at midnight on
June 28 totallod 254,375 770 bushels as compared with 282,502,419 on the corresponding
cato of last year; a declino of 28,126,649 bushelse Stooks on the latest date in-
cluded 239,037,187 bushels in Canadian positions and 15,338,583 bushels in United States
rositionse

Doliveries of whoat from farms in the Frairie Frovinces during the week ended
Juno 28 emounted to 5,228,722 bushols as oompared with 4,647,495 in the preceding week.
During tho olapsed portion of the presont crop year whioh oommenocd Lugust 1, 1944,
doeliveries agyrogated 322,126,068 bushuls as campared with 272,491,792 in the ocorres-
ponding periocd of tho orop year 1943~44.

The following quantitiocs of coarse grains also wore delivered from farms in western
Cenadoa during tho week ended June 28, totals for the preooding week baing in parenthesess
oats, 3,321,051 (3,063,745) bushels; barley, 676,506 (662,239); ryo, 34,159 (21,542);
flaxsood, 43,374 (46,405),

Irodustion of Whoat Flour in May

Vheat flour production in Canadien mills during May amounted to 2,107,944 barrels
as compared with 1,962,264 in the corresponding month of last yeare Flour produotion
for the ton months onding with May totalled 20,728,684 barrels as oampared with 20,676,-
864 in the similur period of the prooceding crop yoare The avorago monthly output for
the nrosont orop yoar has been slightly better than 2,000,000 barrels.

Tho quantity of whoat milled in May was 9,318,762 bushols as compared with 8,619,952
in the samo month of last ycar. The grind of other groins in May was as follows, totals
for May 1944 being in parcnthoses: o~ts. 1,896,984 (2,062,868) bushels; oorn, 174,392
(176,500); barley, 592.53% (703.250); buckwheat, 529 (1,230); mixed grain, 2,006,803
(1,920,593).
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Frult Crop Outlock

Thg total production of tree fruits in Canade this scason will bo much below normal.
Dospito oxcellent prospects in British Columbia, the ppor ecrops in eastern Canzda, the
rosult of adverse weathor during the eriticel period, have brought anticipatod suppliics
to an unusually low level. The first ostimate of the apple erop indisates a roduction
from the very large erop in 1944 of 652 por eente The prosent outlook is for a hurvest
of 8,183,000 bushels as comparscd with 16,879,000 bushels last scason. If tho present
prospects continue, the erop will be the smallest since 1926, Declines are reported in
21l provincos, but the greatost reduction took plaece in eastern Canada. VWhile tho
British Columbia ercp is below that of last season, it is still about avernge for the
province.

loar production is also down sharply from last season, this year's crop being esti-
mated at 567,000 bushels as camnpared with 895,000 bushelss This year's anticipated har-
vost will be the smallest since 1936« Flum and pruns prospects are also down sharply from
lust scason at 376,000 bushels. This is e reduction of 24 per cents The crop in British
Columbia is practically the same as that of last year, but a reocord suall crop is antici-
pated in Ontarioc. Teach production will be 24 ner cent lighter than in 1944. Here again,
the doelino is duc to the poor prospects in Ontarioe The orop is currently estimated at
1,313,000 bushels as compured with 1,720,000 bushels. Cherrios also will Lo a smaller
crop this scason, despite the unusually large orop in British Columbiae The sharp drop
in the outlook in Ontario brings the Canadian total to 172,000 bushels as conpared with
265,000 bushels in 1044. 4pricots, which are grown in commercial quantitios only in
British Columbin, show an improvoment over the previous orops The current sstimate of
vroduction is 142,000 bushols, whiloe the 1944 crop amounted to 115,000 bushelse

Tho small fruit orors, unlike the tree fruilts, are all substantislly above tho 1944
lovole. Strawborry produotion is up 31 per cent over last yvar, with inereases roported in
all provirncese The crop is at present ostimated at 14,060,000 quarts as compared with
10,736,000 quarts last seasone Total raspberry production is also above that of a yoar
agos Incroasos in Nova Scotia, Ontario and British Columbia more than offset thu slight
doclinos in Quobeo and New Brunswick, to bring the total to 11,313,000 quarts as compared
with the 1944 crop of 9,259,000 quarts. The anticipatod grape harvest will be the third
largust on record, exceooded only by the very large orops in 1928 and 1942. Increases
over tho provious orop are expected in Ontario and British Columbia, to bring the total
to 67,639,000 pounds, an inorease of 13 per ocent over the 1944 harvest of 6,235,000
poundses Loganberriocs aro grown only in British Columbia and productiocn this soason 1is
20 por cont abovoe the 1944 levele The crop is currently ostimated at 1,685,000 poundse.

Sules of Farm Implemonts and Equipment

Dollar sales of farm implements and equipment in Canada reogistered a marked incroase
in 1944 ovor 1943, eccording to results of the annual survey of this trade mede by the
Dominion Burcau of Statistics. Domestic salos of implements and equipment, mainly at
wholesalo pricos to denlors or agents, totalled $54,616,657 in 1944, up 84,7 per cent
ovor tho $2U,562,493 recorded for 1943 and e scmewhat highor figure than the $62,106€,069
and 950,461,523 reported for 1941 and 1942, rospectively. These flgurss relate to the
salo of new equipment and machinery only and do not inolude the sale of parts, binder
twine or motor truckse

Sunnlemontary information regarding average mark-up percentages as roported by the
various firms incicate that the total sales figure quoted for 1944 should bo increased
by 1843 per ocont to bring it to a rotail basis. It wculd, therefore, appear that Canadian
farmors spont aprroximatoly $64,600,000 for new equipment and machinery in 1944s Informa=-
tion rolating to thu sale of repair parts was collected in conneotion with this annual
survoy for the first timo for 1944. Sales thus reported, agnin ohiefly at wholesale
oricus, totnlled $18,186,70le On applying an average mark-up of 31 per cent as reported
by tho various firms to this total, a retail value for ropair parts amounting to 23,825,000
was obtained.

Fowor Ianssenger Cars Rogistered in 1944

Thore were 16,200 fewer passonger cars reglstered in Cencda in 1944 than in the pre=-
cuding your, acoording to figures released by the Dominion Burceu of Statistics, -tho totals
huving boon 1,177,557 and 1,193,847, respeoctivelys. Tho number of trucks rucisturod in-
crousod by 8,634, or from 294,176 in 1943 to 302,810, whilo motor bus registrations in-
orvascd by 374, or from 4,302 to 4,676 Motor cycle registrations wers reduoed by 1,351,
and cther tyres of motor vehicles by 867 Thoe net decrsuse in totel regisirations of
motor vebhicles in 1444 was 9,490, or fram 1,511,846 in 1943 to 1,502,365 in 1944.
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froduction of Electric Energy in May

Contral cloctric stations producod 8;5693,074,000 kilowatd hours in May as-~aoommperad
with 3,504,515,000 in the corresponding month of last yuar, the advance being in seoondery.
fowere During the first five months of the curront year the output totalled 17,260,660,-
000 kilowntt hours as cemparsd with 17,203,640,000 in the similar vericd of 1944.

Consumption of primary power, including iine losses deciined from 3,022,813,000
kilowatt hours in May last year to 2,819,019,000, or by 67 por conte The total for the
first five months of this yenr wos redused from 15,225,338,000 kilowatt hours to 13,744,=-
069,000, or by 9.7 per cent.

Exports to the United States in lay increased from 242,125,000 kilowatt hours to
248,421,000, the advance being all in scoondary powsre During the first five months of
this year 1,007,561,000 kilowatt hours were oxported as cuampared with 1,0560,300,000 in
the samo poriod of 1944,

Conntry Genoral Stors Salos in May

Cluntry gonoral storo salus in Moy averaged two per ocent higher than in the corres-
ponding month of last yuar; according te reports reseived from 750 stores dealing in a
genorul line of merchandisy and iveated ir pleces of loss than 2,000 pepulation. The
V-Ii Bay colobrations on liay 7th and 8th were marked by *he clcsing of many businoss
plress, thus roducing the numbor of deys on which busircss was transuactede This fuctor
wonld have had samo offest in rilvring the volume of May scless Tho uradjusted index
of snles on tho base 1935-1930¢100, suword at 182.0 for May this year, 16001 for April.
anud 130.2 for Muy, 1924, Salss during the firet [.v» moaths of tho current year averaged
4eV pur cont highos than in the similar period of the proceding year.

—

liay 1 Cost-of-Living Inlyx

Tho Deminion Burgau of Stutistiss cosbeof-living iandux number on the base 1935-1939=s
100 advanced from 119:.0 on Moy 1 to 1196 on Juns 1, 1945, Further increases in fresh
vogetatles wero moinly responsibiv for this ohangue Thu fuod index rose from 131.7 to
13344 Lotwoon May and Junc, with substantial inecreascs in frosh vegetetles and lesser
ones amony, fresh fruits, eugs. ard ments, fur cutwuisching a cecline for buttor. The
clothing indox ross fraotiomally from 122.0 %o 1221, bul cther group indexes romained
unchanged as follows: runt, 112.1; fuel and light, 103.6; homefurnishings and services,
11849; and miscolianeous itums,; 10944,
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Stocks of Butter, Checse and Ejis

Stocks of croamory butter in nine of the principal cities of Canada at the beginning
of July totalled 22,322,417 pounds us comparced with 21,697,989 pounds on the corresponding
dato of last yoar, and 10,528,755 pounds on Juiw 1. Chuoeco stooks totalled 38,592,308
pounds, while last yuar tno totai was 30,635,752 pounds. Lust month the amount was 21,-
254,215 poundss Shell oggs on hand were 11,734,133 dozen as compared with 9,550,326 a
year ago and 9,393,896 last month. Frozon ozigs in stook amounted to 17,637,183 pounds
as comparod with 27,271,107 last year and 11,609,694 a menth ajos

Iron and Stecl and Their  roducts

o e -

According to final data compiled from the Consus of Industry roports for 1u43, tho
production valus of iron and steel and their menufactures amounted to $2,575,977,000 at
factory pricos as compared with $2.112.R22,000 in the proccding year, an advance of 22
por cente

Finances of Trovineial Govermmonts

Tho aggrogate of ordinury and oapital revenuss and expursos of provincial governments
of Conada reached a new high point in thoir respoctive fisoal yuars ondsd noarest Deooember
31, 1043« Tho totul of orcinary and capital revenues advanced from $347,088,000 in 1942
to $366,623,000 in 1043, or by €:6 per vont, and ordinary and capital expcnsos from $300,-
780,000 to §310,1384,000, or Dy 3ol per oont. For the svoond conssoutive year the revenue
of every provinco oxceecdud the tchal of ite ordinary and capital expenditurce Over-all
surrluses of the nrovinees aggrugnted $66,439,000 in 1943 as oumpared with $46, 308,000
in the rroocoding ywair,
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There was no major change in the provinecial revenue structure during 1943, Further
coolines in jasolins tax rovenue and in amounts collected on arrears of provincial ine
oome and ovrporation taxes wore offsct by increases in the amounts received from the
Fyderal Goverrment undor the turms of the Dominion-Provineial Taxation Agreemcnt Aot
The rovemue from ligquor control, which was seoond in important only to thu tux agroemont
subsidios, incrcascd by 842 por ocent to a now high of $64,986,000 -~ elmost doublu the
1539 yiclde Increases wore recorded in every provinco exoupt British Columbiam whero
thore wus a murked doocline of 1447 per conts Quebeo's "Retuil Sales" tax and Sackatohowan's
"Ecucation" tax both produced incruvasoed revenue in 1943. Roevenue from the Saskutohewan
Eduoation tax, which is var-marked for educational purposes, exceeded thut Province's
total cducational expunditure.

The dooline of $2,122,000, or 3.3 per cent, in net debt charges, exciusive of debt
retiromont, from the precuding year's record high of $64,140,000 reflected the improve-
ment In provineial fincnces. This reversal of a consistent long-term rising trend has
been due for the most part to dobt retirement end a roduotion in the avernge rate of
interest paidy In Saskatchowan, however, gross debt charges wore slightly hignor but
net dubt chargos declined by $616,000 as & result of an inorease of ¥736,000 in interost
rocoived from the Farm Lonn Boarde. Increased expenditures for education and publio
welfare were quite gonorul and acoountod for almost all of the riso in provineinl ex-
penditure In 1943. Not oducational eéxpenditurc declined only in Manitoba und welfare
oxpenditure, oxclusive of relief, inoreased in all provincese The marked incrouse
of $3,162,000, or 25¢4 per cent, in the cost of old age and blind pensions wes duo
more to the fact that pensions were inoremsed to offsot the rise in the cost of living,
than to tho natural inecrease in the nwiber of pensions paide

In the ysar under roview total gross provineial dircot liabilities, oxclusive of
reserves and deferred ecrudits, decreased by 447,182,000, or 2.3 per cont. At tho same
time oush and investmonts held in oapital, revemue and sinking funds incrorsed by $41,-
808,000, or 1844 psr ocunte This genoral strongthoning of the provincial balance shevt
position was duc not only to the existenoce of reocord cveresll surpluses but also to the
faot thut the oollsotion of loans and receivables was facilitated by improved sconomio
eonditions. Gross indireot linbilities deoreasod by $3,462,000, or 148 por conte

Tho totals of net combinod rovenuos in 1943 were as follows by provinces, with net
combined exponditures in parehthososs Prince Edward Island, $2,617,000 (%2,546,000);
Nova Scotia, $16,937,000 E$13,429,ooo); Now Brunswiok, $13,724,000 (¢12,137,000); Quebec.
$99,997,000 (994,701,000); Ontario, $117,483,000 ($102,292,000); Manitoba, 19,995,000
(514,465,000)3 Saskatchewan, $30,931,000 ($20,219,000); ilborta, ¢25,920.000 ($19.890,-
000); British Cclumbia, 39,019,000 ($30,505,000). Figures for Princo Edwerd lsland
roefer to a 15-month period.

Cluims for Unemployment Insurance in May

Tho number of claims for Unomployment Insurance bencfit received at lconl officos
of tho Unemployment Irnsurance Commission in May totalled 8,825 as compared with 8,430 in
April and 4,654 in May, 1944. Porsons signing the live unemployment register during
tho last six working days of May numbered 16,645 as compared with 19,197 in April and
7,329 in May last ysur.

Of the 8,013 claims adjudioated at insurance offices during Moy, 6,148 were con-
siderod ontitled to benefit and 1,865 not entitled to bonofit, The chief reasons for
non-entitloment were: "insuffioient contributions while in insurable employment" with
731 cases; "voluntarily loft employment without just cuuse" with 700 cases, and
"dischargsd for misconduot" with 190 oascs.

During May, 21,294 persons reovived bencfit payments totalling (672,859 for 349,996
compensatod unomployud days as compared with 22,995 persons who were paid $591,265 for
304,102 days in April und 14,095 porsons paid $473,709 for 240,232 days in May, 1944,

Tho average duration of the unemployment oampensated was 1644 days in May, 13-2
days in April and 17 days in May, 1944. Tho average amount of bencfit paid por bone-
ficiary was J31le60 in May, $25.71 in April and $33.61 in May, 1944, The average amount
of bonefit paid por compensated day of unumployment was $1492 in May, (1,94 in april
and ¢197 in May, 1944, '



Froduoction of Iron and Steel in May

Froduction of pig iron in Canade in May emounted to 165,574 net tons as ocompared with
176,207 tons in the oorresgponding month of last yeart The total for the latest month in-
cluced 126,959 tons of basic iron, 13,6564 tons of fouhdry iron and 12,961 tons of mallaable
irone During the five months endod May the output of all grades totalled 782,917 tons as
compared with 627,343 tons in the same period of 1944.

May production of steel ingots and steesl ocastings was reoorded et 267,643 net tons
as oomparod with 263,431 in May of last year, the total for May this year including 284,=
629 tons of ingots and 13,014 tons of castings. Output of ingots and castings during the
first five months of this year aggregated 1,333,503 tons as oompared with 1,271,633 in the
similar poriod of 1944,

Output of ferro-alloys in May amounted to 19,883 tons as oompared with 18,350 in the
proceding month and 17,906 in May, 1944; the totel for the five months ended May was 80,199
tons as compared with 60,316 a year cgoe

Index Numbers of Wholesale Friocos

The general wholeusalo prioce indox number, on the base 1926#100, stood at 10340 for
May, as oompared with 103.4 for April and 102.5 for May, 1944, Amongst the sub-groups
oomprising the genorel indox, vegetable produots advanced from 9640 in April to 87.0,
and animal products from 10649 to 107.2¢ Wood produsts fell fram 120«5 to 117+6, iron
produots from 1172 to 11543, non-metallic minerals from 103.1 to 102.6, and chemiocal
produots from 1C0e0 tu 9346s Textiles and non-ferrous metals were unchanged at 917
and 797, rospeotively.,

Car Loadings on Cancdian Railways

Car loadings on Canadian railways for the week ended Juné 28 inoreased to 74,459 oars
from 74,302 cars for the preceding week and 72,677 ocars for the ocorresponding week of last
yeare Loadings in the eastern division inereased from 46,061 ears in 1944 to 47,371 ocars
and in tho westorn division from 26,616 to 27,088 carse

Reports Issued During the Week

le Iron and Steel and Their Froduots, 1943 (10 cents).

2. I'rices and Frice Indexes, May (10 oents).

3. Frodustion of Iron and Steol, May (10 cents).

4o Trade of Canada, May (10 ocents).

5. Sunmary of Canada's Imports, May (10 oents).

6e Imports by Frinoipal Countries, May (10 cents)e

7+ Fruit and Vegetable Crop Report (10 cents).

8+ fdvanoce Preliminary Stateoment of Stoecks of Butter, Cheese and Eggs in

Nino of tho Prinoipal Cities of Canada, July (10 cents).

9« Prioce Movements, June (10 ocents).

104 Finanoial Statistics of Provinoial Goverrments, 1943 (25 cents).
11 Monthly Indexes of Country General Store Sales, May (10 cents).
12, Statistioal Report on the Operation of the Unemployment Insurance

Aoty May (10 cents).

13. Telegraphic Crop Report, Frairie Provinoos (10 cents).

14 Sales of Farm Imploments and Equipment, 1944 (25 cents).

15+ Central Electric Stations, May (10 cents).

164 Canadian Milling Statistiocs, May (10 cents)e

17+ Canadian Greln Statistios (10 ocents)e

18. Sales of Asphalt Roofing, May (10 cents).

19, Production of Asphalt Roofing, May (10 cents).
20s Grain Situation in Argentina (10 cents)e
21, Car Loudings on Conadian Railways (10 cents)e

22+ Rogistrations of Motor Vehioles, 1944 (10 cents).

23+ Employment Situation at Boginning of May (10 cents).
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