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Eoonomio Conditions During First Half of 1046

Economic developments were uneven in the first six months of 1948 compared with the
same period of the preceding years Troduction and employment showed minor recession from
the extremely high levels of 1944« The index of the physiocal volume of business receded
nearly e¢ight per cent while the gemeral index of industriel employment was 4.2 points
lowers Commodity prices strengthened slightly, a large measure of stabllity having been
shown sinoce the later period of 1943. The prosent level is moderately above the base
period of 1926. Prices rose sharply in the early years of the war but the general index
has been moving in a sidewissc direction for more than twenty months.

Cormeroial fuilures dropped to a low level in the first half of the present years
The number receded to 85 compared with 137 in the seme period of 1944, while the defaulted
liabilities dropped from $2,6 million to $le2 million.” Failures numbered 1,996 in the
first half of 1923, the w~ximum since the time when the statistlies were first tabulated.

A featuro of the first half of 1945 was the revival in construotion. The oontracts
awarded amountod to nearly §176 million, an inorease of 15 per ocent over last yoars While
produci’~n of building metsrinls has shown an upward trend, the inecreased volume of ocon-

i-uotion hns outstrirzed the supply of materials end skilled labour. Building permits in
28 muniocipalitics rose from $46,5 million to ¥54.9 million in this oomparisone. The index
of oonstruction employment rose more than six per cent to 97.7. Indiceting the trend of
the production of munitions and producer's durables, the output of steel rose 5.5 per ocent
over the high level of the same period of 1944,

The export trade continues to be an important cconomic generator. The total value
of outward shirments in the first half of the present year was nearly equivalent to that
of the same period of 1944, The total was ¢1.7 billion, a roocession of 1.3 per oent,
oontrastod with the oonsiderable decline in imports. The aotive balance of trade, ex-
oluding the non-monetery gold, was $947 million compared with $904 million lest yeere

The ordinary expenditures of the Dominion govermment rose 2344 var ocent in the first
three months of the present fiscal year. The rise was from $172 million to %212 million.
War expenditures, on the other hand, showed e decline of 27 per cent to $508 million. A
marked incrense was shown in Mutual Ald expenditures, the total rising from $85 million
to $350 million.

Measured by the indexes of internal trade, considerable betterment was shown in both
retail and wholesale sales in the first half of the present year. Distribution through
rotail outlets rose 5.3 por ount while the whcolesale trade was 9.2 per cent greater.

The largest item in personel income 18 the salarles and wages peid by productive
enterprises According to the weekly index of aggregete payrolls, the total payments of
industrial plants showed a slight recession in the first half of 1945 compared with the
same period of last year, the decline in the average index having been 1.4 per cente
The extremely high levels of such payments in 1944 must be taken into oconsideration in
appralsing the present situation. The general index of employment averaged 177.5 agalinst
181.7+ The per capita earninge in the week of June 1 was given at 332410 against $31480
in the same week of 1%44.

Food Commeditics in Cold Storage

Stooks of Cenadian creamery butter in storage and in transit on August 1 totalled
56,044,542 pounds, being 2 million pounds more than the stoocks of August 1, 1944, whioh
wore 54,021,900 rounds. Last month's holdings were 39,690,878 pounds. Of the current
holdings, 3,861,984 pounds were hold for the Deiry Products Boarde. Storage stooks of
cheose, and cheese in transit emounted to 68,227,327 pounds on August 1 as compared with
61,133,698 pounds a year ago; and 65,585,933 pounds on July 1 this year,

Stocks of wvaporated whols milk on August 1 inoreased to 44,851,893 rounds from
40.754,124 pounds a month ago and 35,868,859 pounds on August 1, 1944« Skim milk powder
has also increased, being 7,082,161 pounds as oompared with 3,560,741 pounds a year ago
and 6,390,318 pounds last montn. Sholl eggs in storage were slightly reduced from last
month, being 20,286,567 dozen, while on July 1 they were 21,022,380 dozen, and last year
on nugust 1, they totalled 18, 344,372 dozens Frozen egg stooks are not so high as last
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year by 12 million pounds; on August 1 this year they were 30,077,504 pounds, while a
year ago they totalled 42,734,981 poundss On July 1l this year they amounted to 25,79Q,<
970 pounds.

Poultry holdings are still very much lower than last year, being 5,894,433 pounds
as ocmpared with 10,077,349 pounds a yoar agos Last month the holdings wero 5,165,421
poundse. Of the ourrent stoocks, chickens totalled 1,128,263 pounds, fowl 2,783,054 pounds,
and turkeys 1,161,980 pounds.

Foultry holdings are still very much lower than last year, being 5,894,433 pounds
as compared with 10,077,349 pounds a year agoes Last month the holdings were 5,165,421
pounds. Of the ocurrent stocks, chiokens totalled 1,128,263 pounds, fowl 2,783,054 pounds,
end turkeys 1,161,980 pounds.

Stoocks of all meat in Canada on August 1, 1945, amounted to 48,695,459 pounds. Last
yoar the stocks totalled 88,989,186 pounds, while last month they wero 57,644,658 poundse
Current stocks of pork were 28,159,043 pounds, beef 13,897,176 pounds, veal 5,481,010,
and mutton end lamb 1,068,230 pounds.

Holdings of all frozen fish in Canada amcunted to 32,944,660 pounds as compared with
34,976,741 pounde on August 1, 1944, and 22,971,841 on July 1, 1946, Of the eurrent
amount, 7,097,113 pounds were frozen cod, 605,123 pounds frozen haddook, 1,058,283 pounds
{rozen smoked fillets, 2,534,859 pounds frozen salmon, and 8,519,331 vounds frosen herring,
ircluding kippers. !

Stocks of frozen fruit and fruit in preservatives totalled 29,142,966 pounds, while
a year ago they totalled 30,062,615 pounds, and last month the amount was 19,365,236
pounds. Vegetables, frozen and in brine, aggregated 3,348,701 pounds as compared with
2,221,289 pounds e year ago, end 1,593,336 pounds last month. Colery and potatoes are
becoming more plentiful; on August 1, however, there were only 1,191 tons cf potatoes at
distributing centres axnd 3,085 orates of Canadian celery.

Crop Conditions in the Frairic Provinces

Crop prospects in the Prairie Provinces were generally unchanged during the past
wovk, with Manitoba showing bettor-than-average oconditions, while in Saskatohewan and
Alberta prospects are much more variaeble and in many areas the ylelds will be oonsider-
ably below average. Harvesting hes commenced in all provinces but will not be general
for another ten days to two weekss While some damage to the orop has ocourred in
scattered areas from rust, heil, grasshoppers and sawfly, drcught has been thc main
faotor in reduwoirg yields.

Botter-than-avorage ylelds of all grain are in prospect in Manitoba whore rainfall
has bsen adequates Harvesting has oommenced in & few districts but will not be general
for another week or ten days, Yields of whegt as high as 30 bushels per aore are indi-
oated in some areas and coarse grains also give promise of a good cronu in almost all
distriots. Sunflowers, while late, show fair promise but the oorn orop ie disappointing.
Suger beets are doing exceptionally well in this province. Pasturos sre good and cattle
are doing well,

In Saskatohewan, g#nerally good orops are in sight in the more easterly sestions
of the province but growth remains poor in the south.west and west-central distriots.
In the central area there has been some improvement during the past wcek where rains
have benefited late-sown crops. Some rye haervesting has taken place tut the outting
of grains will not be general for another ten days and not until September 1 in the
more northerly districts. Festures are variable, being fair to excellent in tho east-
orn sections of the province but are very poor in the south-west where the situation
is boooming critioals Live stoock are in fair to good conditione

Light to heavy showers fell in a number of districts of Alberta during the past
woek but orop conditions generally have not changed greatly. Crops are st¥ll only poor
to fair in the north-central sections of the province and gonerally poor in the south-
vast and east-central distriots. Some deterioration of orops has occourred in tho southe
weBt but in this scotion of the province fair to gocd ylelde are still in prospeot.
Cutting has commenced in the south but is not yet general. While thero was scme improve=
ment in the fodder situation {t 4s still a problem in many arcas and a shortage of feed
grains is indicated.
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Visible Supply of Wheat

Stooks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North imerice at midnight on
August 9 totalled 213,689,324 bushels as compared with 296,540,536 on the eorresponding
date of last year, a decrease of 82,851,211 bushelss Stooks this year inoluded 156,-
361,325 bushels in Canadian positions and 17,327,999 bushels in United States positions.

Produoction of New Copper in Jine

The production of new copper in Canade in Juns emounted to 44,379,651 pounds as
ocompered with 41,165,776 in the preceding month and 47,344,517 in the corresponding month
of last year. For the first six months of the ecurrent year the output aggregated 258,715,«
286 pounds as compared with 284,141,481 in the corresponding period of 1944,

Niokel Production in June

Nickel production in Cenade in June was recorded at 22,644,417 pounds as eompared
with 23,484,009 in May and 20,373,599 in June, 1944. During the first six months of
this yoar, nickel ocu%put totalled 135,795,577 pounds as oompared with 138,773,912 in the
similer pericld of 1944.

Canadian producstion of asbestos in 1944 totalled 419,265 short tins valucd at ¥20,-
619,516 oompared with 467,196 tons worth $24,409,416 in 1943. The mineral in 1944 came
entirely from derosits located in the Provinoo of Quebec. Exports of asbestos in 1944
included 1,541 short tons of crude valued at $649,564; 181,668 tons of milled fibres
worth $13,634,772; asbestos wasto, refuze, and shorts, 212,728 tons at $5,361,368, and
asbestos manufactures, $184,139. Imports of various asbestos produoss were appraised
at 1,977,516

Seles of Manufactured and Natural Gas

Sales of manufaoturcd gas by distributing companiscs in June totalled 1,909,321 M
cubic feet as compared with 1,776,770 M in the corresponding month of last years June
sales of netural gas were recorded at 1,929,144 M oublo feet as compared with 1,864,162 M
in June, 1944.

Manufacotures of the Non-Ferroua Metals

Produotion in Cansda of non-ferrous metals and their manufapgtures wag valued at
$989,340,000 in 1944, acoording to preliminary figures, as oompared with $1,034,390,000
in the precsding year, a decline of 4.3 per oente Imports into Canade of non-ferrous
metals and their produccs were valued at $106,651,000 in 1944 ecmpared with $115,567,000
in 1943, and exports of Canadian-made goods of this olass were appraised at 339,908,000
compared with $332,705,000.

Viclent Deaths in Cq&gda in 1943

The number of deaths from external violence in Canada in 1943 was 8,274 as eompared
with 8,171 in 1942 and 8,442 in 1941 The rate per 100,000 population was 70.1 in 19543
as against 702 in 1942 and 73,5 in 1941s Over the period 1926 to 1943 the highest death
rote recorded from external violence was 7345 in 1941, Suloides numbered 758 in 1943 as
oompared with 839 in 1942 and 896 in 1941, There were 126 homicides in 1943 as oompared
with 113 in 1542 and 130 in 1941.

The number of accldontal deaths in 1943 wes 7,385 and the rate was 626 per 100,000,
as oompared with 7,202 and a rate of 619 in 1942, and 7,409 deaths with a rate of 6445
in 1941. The rate from those causes atteined its highest level in 1941 at 6445 per 100,-
000+ Of the accidental deaths, 3,024 or 41 per ocut ocourred in public places, 2,456 or
33 per gent in homes, and 1,864 or 25 per oent in industry in 1943. Deaths in publie
places in 1537 formed 49 per cent of the total with 33 per cent in homes and 17 per ocent
in industry.
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There were 1,826 dvaths due to land transportation aococidents in 1943, forming 25
per cent of total fatal accidents, as oompared with 1,871 deaths In 1942 or 26 per oent
of the total and 2,285 deaths or 31 per cent in 1941, Of the land “trapspertatiowm-aoeidcnts
in 1943, motor veulels cerolidcnts . eccounted for 1,437 deaths or 19 per cent of all fatal
accidentss In 1942 there were 1,4C9 deaths, forming 20 per oent of the total as against
1,852 deaths or 25 per cent in 1941 The death rate from this cause was 12.2 per 100,-
000 population as compared with 12,1 in 1942 and 161 in 1941,

There was a slight incresse in the number of deaths due to eir transport acoidents
in 1943 over 1942, with €623 deaths in 1943, 589 in 1942 end 357 in 1941, forming eight,
eight and five per cent of all acolidents for 1943, 1942 and 1941, respeotively, Of these
deaths, 595 in 1943, 562 in 1942 and 33 in 1941 were non-ocivilians,

In 1943 there were 1,016 deaths from drownings, with a rate of 8.6 per 100,000
population as compared with 991 deaths eand a rate of 8.5 in 1942 and 1,018 deaths and
e rate of 859 in 1941. Deaths in mines and quarries in 1943 totalled 146, or two per
gent of the total as oomnared with 158, or two per cent in 1942, and 199 deaths and three
per cent in 1941,

Car Loadings on Canadisn Ruilways

Car loadings on Canadian railways for the week ended Aupgust 4 doolined to 70,395
~nrs from 73,442 cars for the preceding week, but increased cver the corresponding week
last ysar when the total wes €9,954 cars. Graln advenced from 10,523 cars in 1944 to
11,758 cars, but live stock declined from 2,319 to 1,670 oars, and ooal from 4,965 to
4,653 carss Fulpwood inoreased from 2,728 to 3,262 cars, and wood pulp and paper from
2,796 to 3,149 oars.

Press Fill framjygfgu Records

The tamarack is one of the laroh tree family - the only native family of oonifers
which drops its leaves in the Fall, This tree is found from Labrador to the Rooky
Mountains and north to the mouth of the Mackenzie River, where it is found at the
northern limit of treo growth., Tamarack is among the heaviest and strongest of the
roftwoods of eastern Canadae. It i8 quite durable end for that reason is used for
railway tles, posts, and telegraph poless The wood is valuable for construoction pure
poses, pumps, tanks ani vehicle suppliess The production of tamarack lumber in Canada
in 1943 amounted to 35,233,000 feet board measure valued at {888,000, according to
figures compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistios.

Reports Issued During the Week

1. Production of Copper and Niokel, June (10 ocents).

2. Car Loadings on Canadian Railways - Weekly (10 cents).

3. Stocks of Dairy and Foultry Froduots, August 1 (10 cents).

4. Cold Storage Holdings of Moat and Lard, .ugust 1 (10 oents)s

5. Stooks of Fruit end Vegetables, August 1 (10 oonts).

6. Cold Storage Holdings of Figh, August 1 (10 cents).

7. Asbestos Mining Industry, 1944 (25 cents).

8. Violent Deaths in Canada, 1943 (25 ocents).

9., Manufaotures of the Non-Ferrous Metals, 1944 (15 oenta)e
10. Sales of Manufactured and Natural Gas, June (10 ocents).
11, Economio Conditions in First Half of 1945 (10 ocents).

12. Canadian Grain Statisties - Weekly (10 oents).
13. Telegraphic Crop Report, Prairie Provinces (10 ocents).
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