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Business Operations in December

Produstive Operations in Canada were greater in 1944 than in any other year.  The
index of the physicel volume of business averaged 236.8 against 235.9 in 1943, the pre=-
vious maximum. The indsx was 233.,0 in December compared with 227.9 in the preceding
month, reversing the downward trend in evidence for several months. The index of the
physical voiume of business is based upon 66 factors showing the tron! of production
and distribution-

The index of menufacturing produoction receded one point in December from the pro-
nseding month, the index having been 283.7c The oonstruotion indox. reflecting the
amount of new business obtained in the form of ocontracts awarded and Huilding permits,
rose from 92.7 in November %to 122.6. The recession in the eleotric power index was
nearly four points to 144,7,

Mineral prcduoction reglstered recession in the latest month for which statistios
are availabloo Tho output of ocoal was 1,524,000 tons against 1,632,000 in November.
A oonslderatble dscline was shown in the receipts of gold at the Mint.

The flour milling industry was more active acoording to latest evelilable information.
Release of tobacco rose afver seasonal adjustments The cigarettes mado available num-
bered 1,022 miiiion against 1,044 million. The meat packing industry recordsd a gain
in activity after the usual adjustment, the index rising about six points wo 214.3.

The output of dairy products was oonsiderably greater, taking seasona:. factors into
consideration. The index of operations in the textile industry receded from 134:4 to
128¢ The foresiry industry was more active in the last month of tho year.  The out-
put of steel ingots and pig iron showed a recession in December, tho suiput ef steel
having been 243,482 tons against 268,923,

The index of ions ocarried by steam railways rose from 164.4 to 130:5., Distribution
riurough retall and wholesale outlets recorded expansion in the latest month,

The index of importe after seasonal adjustment showed an inoreaso, while exporis
wero at a somewhat lower level after the usual adjustments.

Economic Activity in December compared with the Preceding Month
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Economic Activity in December compared with the Preceding Month

1935-1939=100
1944
Dooembor November
—Esnstruotion R I T R I T RN A I I S e 122.6 9247
EERO 068 IATERABE. o sia o-ive Srororase s, o50.50us 978 o, & Menerarorervgass, o in.b 121.0 8540
Building Permits sesssecssceccstsrsscccscsnccnssnens 128:7 12342
Cleat of CoRENENC LM "5 o5 s Sneiitisres s + spas & vismbimmRisslers © 5iae 135.9 13647
Il i, ROEIE ol s $lh o s, » 0D salolss » e s TSRz 6 876 144,7 148.5
Distribution L N N I I I A TR I S NI S IR A A I SRR A Y 185645 171.1
Marketings -
Grain and Live Stoock Marketings seessscsscsscceococs 1677 13344
Grain Marketings - Country Elevators seccosessccscss 162.5 12647
SRR AT & eliaises s lWokalaio o +:61p srols siprolelaian sis o o o mnalnts buibiars o olg 245s8 212.7
Oats OO E P RN NP0 0000EIIRRENIENDEBRROENSIBRIOERS 2834 124.7
Live Stook Marketingd osrecssoastorenceinosssancones 162.5 136.7
(e e ST R I T g R T At NS AN T e SR 1820 126.1
CRINTEE SRl o diiastons = orh, ST oronty o & o=s onakahaindts forsroxbte SuorBls 109:4 8642
Hogs D R I R S AT I A A ST SIS A WS ST AT AT IS I WP SIS A S Y 127 o3 139.9
Sheep P PP ST IBT IR B EEIN LI ENBNUNIGEREIOTIROERIDETN S 164,0 17647
Cold Storage Holdings, lst of following month eceecess 19001 180.7
BEROEIT Topmeslates] /05 si0 o +sals. STRGIR T IRIEIE 2 5re A RNE S s e Lsse ke ki o'a 110.6 10449
BERAIEO. (0550 cogiiie s b sMoia.oib o Dolansyisilaiokaliekols ois) SHofskens o) vhas s oholelase) o 1482 1656.0
WY Peislangs.q + v chdhs on 6% sl b Aam o el - WO T« 0 sivie - 141.9 127.6
Pcrk P22 80P AP0 TNSSPIEITONE BN NBONSare OB ee e gOS 14105 156._8
Mutton T8 E U PILBN IS0 00000EDOONRECIBOPINOOIOOIETELOEN 83¢6 i 764
Poultry 06 §5 28603 808CPILBCPGIRETEBGEIEOOCOGISECEINDT ST 166\')7 250.6
Lard O R RO T 98 820501010 05280 P00 60 S0P 0eagDststReeve e 195"5 230.1
veal @ % &0 8552 B AD LSO F O RN eEPOR OGS NY LN ERPOEEESBROES 15230 160'0

{x) Preoceding Month

Cost of Living Index

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost of living index number advanced from 118,56
for Degember 1, 1944, to 11806 for Yanuary 2, 1945, Inoreases in the fuel and light,
olothing and miscellaneous groups outweighed fraotional decreases for foods and home-
furnishings and servicess.

The fuel and light index advanced from 108.1 to 109.1; rebates in eleotricity bills
made & year ago were spread over the past year, since in effect they reprcsented a return
to the oustomer covering an annual period. This change, therefore, refleots a return to
an index level based upon normal rates and not an inorease in rates.

The olothing index moved up from 121.6 to 121.8 on scattered prioce changes affeocting
men's wear, women's wear and piece goodse An advance in the miscellaneous items index
from 108.9 to 109,2 was due mostly to highit hospital ratese The fcood 'Indox foll fram
13043 to 13002 as lower priocos for eggs overbalanced inocreases for vegetables and fruitas.
Home furnishings and services declined fraoctionally from 1184 to 118.3s

Sales and Purchases of Securities Between
Canada and Uther Countries during November

Net sales of seourities by Canada to other ocountries in November were $4,000,000,
representing one of the smallest monthly inflows of ocapital during resent yearss In
the preceding month, net sales of securities amounted to $8,200,000 and in the corresponde
ing month of 1943, $6,400,000. In the first 11 months of 1944 the balonce of sales to
all oountries was $94,200,000 compared with $164,300,000 in the simi ar period of 1943

Sales of Canadian bonds to the United States continued to be the principal element
in this inflow of capital to Canada, the November balance amounting to $3.900,000, Cana=
dian stooks were scld on balance in the trade with the United States; while the liguida-
tion of United States stooks amounted to $800,000. Net purchases of securities from the
United Kingdom in November amounted to $1,900,000. There were net sales of $200,000 to
other countrieso

Sales of securities to other countries in November were valued at $13.500,000 come
pared with $16,100,000 in the preceding month and $12,100,000 in November 1943, while
purchases from other countries amounted to $9,500,000 compared with $7,900,000 in Ooto-
bor and 86,700,000 in November 1943,
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Sales to other oountrics during the first 11 months of 1944 aggregated $194,900,000
vompared with »250,200,000 in the ocomparable period of 1943; purchases from other
oountries totalled $100,700.000 compered with $86,500,000 in the like period of 1943.

Stooks and Marketings of Wheat

Stooks of Canadian wheat in sture or in transit in North America on February 1
amounted to 369,811,697 bushels as compared with 348,047,864 on the corresponding date
of last yeare Stooks in Canadian positions advanced to 335,056,720 bushels from 321,
532,083, while the amount in United States positions rose to 34,754,977 bushels from
26,515,781,

Deliveries of wheat from farms in the Prairie Provinoces during the week ending
February 1 amounted to 5,150,101 bushels as compared with 6,390,738 in the preceding
weoke During the elapsed portion of the present orop year whioh oommenced August 1,
1944, wostern markeltings %totalled 246,996,236 bushels as oompared with 148,868,848 in
the comparable period of the preceding orop yeare

The following quantities of ocourse grains were also delivered from farms in the
Prairie Provinces during the week ending February 1, totals for the precoding week
being in bracketss oats, 5,338,432 (5,020,822) bushelss barley, 1,112,940 (1,439,784)s
rye, 51,323 (60,146); flaxseed, 17,385 (35,243),

Stooks of Butter, Cheese and Eggs in
Nine Prinoipal Cicins on February &

The stooks of food commodities in nine of the principal cities of Canada ere rela=
tive indicators of the total stocks in Canadas Stooks of oreamery butter in these nime
olties on February 1 amounted to 17,904,510 pounds as compared with 25,201,277 on January
1l and 21,437,092 cn February 1, 1944, Choese stocks totalled 21,513,742 pounds a8 ocome
pared with 29,740,626 on January 1 and 24,369,362 on the corresponding date of last year.

Fresh eggs on hand on February 1 were 1,700,716 dogen, a slight inocrease over Janu=
ary 1 when the stocks wore 1,568,277 dozen, but a slight decrease from January 1, 1943,
when the holdings were 1,876,174 dozen. Stocks of frozen egg meats totalled 15,527,440
pounds as oompared with 4,436,672 pounds on February 1 last year and 21,922,277 pounds
on January 1,

Pisheries Production of Nova Socotie in 1943

Fisheries production in Nova Scotia reached a new high point in 1943, the marketed
valuo being %21,726,734, an inorease of #6,429,302, or 42 per cent ovir the 1942 figureos.
The quantity caught was 2,995,922 cwt., an increase of 444,648 cwt. or 17 per ocent over
1942« Higher priczs were a more potent factor in the increase in total value than wae
the inorease in the catch. The value as landed was $12,827,765, an increase of $3,962,-
915 or 45 per oents .

8ix varietiocs of fish passed the million-dollar mark in total marketed value in
1943, These wore as follcws, with porcentage increases over the preceding year in
bracketss cod, $8,560,420 (28); lobsters, $3,804,685 (55)s haddock, 82,378,035 (46);
mackerai, 1,364,675 (58): herring, $1,301,116 (32); and swordfish, $1,009,792 (94).

Car Loadings on Canadian Railways

Car loadings on Cenadian railways for the week ending January 27 amounted to 66,356
oars as compared with 65,4C7 in the preceding week and 69,158 in the corresponding week
of last yeare Grain loadings deolined fram 8,052 ocars in 1944 to 6,340, live stook
from 2,934 to 2,536, and logs, piling, oordwood and other forest products from 3,019 to
1,836 carse Coel increased from 6,951 to 6,400 oars, pulpwood from 4,043 to 4,176 oars
and wood pulp and paper from 2,897 to 3,054 carso
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Bridge Building and Structural Stee! Work Insustry

The value of work done by concerns in the bridge building and utructural steel work
industry amounted to $72,515,834 in 1943 compared with (63,383,563 in the preceding years
Munitions, parts Tor ships and other speoial war contraots accounted for abcut half of
the output in 1943, Apart from this work the principal products woeres 1,832 tons of
bridges ot $330,402; 95,599 tons of other structural work, such as buiidings, transmission
towers, eto., at $16,061,948; plate und tank work at 15,812,030, and mechanical work,
including oranes, trolleys, stc., at $3,818:832, Sales of plain miterial were reported
at 56,698 tons worth 5,534,332,

Dyeing and Finishing of Textile Goods

The gross value of the work performed by establishments occupied chietfly in the
dyeing and finishing of textile goods in 1943 amounted to $9,008,917, of which $4,579,-
314 or approximately 50 per cent wes representod by the dxeing and finishing of textile
fabrics. The dyeing and finishing of yarns amounted to ¥2,430,084 or 27 per cent,
while the printing and painting of fabrics and all other work totellsd $1,999,519.

Employment Situation at Beginning of Decembar

Further expansion was recorded in industrial employment at ths teginning of December
1944, The advance, which was on a scale greater than that indicatsd at Nevember 1; also
oxoeeded the inorease whioh had taken nlace at December 1, 1943. Imorovemsnt in indus-
trial employment at the beginning of December is contra-seasonal acccri.ag to pre-war
oxperience, although the trend was favcurable at that date in 19431, 1942 and 1943,

The Dominion Bureau of Statistios tabulated returns received froua 15,018 employers
in the eight leading industries at Decomber 1, 1944, whose working fcroes totalled 1,887,=
762 as ocompared with 1,867,727 at November 1o The woekly payrolls digsoursod amounted to
$60,770,994 as oompared with 360,314,032 a month earlieres There wes tnus a rise of 1.l
per cont in the number of employees, accompenied by that of 0.8 per cent in the reported
salaries and wages: The per capita earnings showed a slight reduction from $32.29 at
November 1 to $32.19 at December 1,

The general unadjusted index number of employment, on the bese 1926mw100, stood et
18647 at Deocember 1 as compared with 183.8 in the preceding month and 1905 at December
1, 1943. Since the inorease was conrtrary to the usual seasonal tendency, the seasonallys
adjusted index showed a further rise, standing at 18l1.3 as compared wizh 17509 at November
1.

The greatest advances over the proceding month were recorded in iogging and trede,
the working forces of the former having boen expanded by 18,294 persons and the latter
by 10,116 personss There were smaller but important gains in employment as compared
with November 1 in mining and transportation. n On the other hand activity in manufacturing
showed contraction, due partly to seasonal factors, There werc large reduction in iron
and stoel plants, from which over 5,100 men and women were laid off; lumbor and vegetable
food faotories miso relesased employeesc The decline in manufacturing wes in accordance
with the usual seasonal movement in the pre-war poriod, although it was at ' arianse with
the gains indiocated at Degember 1 in earlisr years of the ware

Output of Central Electrio Stations in December

Central electric stations producod 3,356,102,000 kilowatt hours in December 1944 as
compared with 3,558,509,000 in Deocember 1943¢ The deorcaese was all in prinary power
which declined from $:3%5,697,000 to 2,574,666,000 kilowatt hours. Tho output for the
year 1844 reached a new high record of 40,465,733,000 kilowatt hours as ccmpared with
the previous peak of 40,377,649,000 for 12430 The inorease was made in “he first half
of the year when the daily average output was 4.1 per ocent greater thar during the
second half and 3.8 per cent greater than during the first half of 1943,

\

Exports to the United States in Decomber amounted to '200,68:,000 kilowntt hours as
oompered with 188,318,000 in the preceding month and 208,346,000 in the corresponding
month of last year. Exports to the United States during 1944 totalled 2,565,311,000
kilowatt hours as compared with 2,545,038,000 in 1943c During 1944, 13,4%9,000 kilo=
watt hours were imported into British Columbie, roducing net exports 4c a tatal of 2,571,=
872,000 kilowatt hours.



Retall Sales in Canada in Deocember

Retail sales in Canada averaged eight per cent higher in December 1944 than in
the correspond ing month of 1943, and annual sales for the calendar year exceeded those
of 1943 by a similar amount, according to reports received by the Dominion Bureau of
Statistios from a sample number of firms representing 14 differont trades dealing
ohiefly in food, olothing and household requirements. The general index number of
sales, on the base 1935-1939=100. stands at 237.8 for December, 1906 for November
end 22045 for Deoember 1943.

Although the eight per cent increese recorded in the comparison of annual sales
between 1963 and 1944 is not outstanding, it is significant in that it exoeeded the
smaller increase of five per oent which took place betwsen 1942 end 1943, The radio
and eleotrioal group was the only one of the 14 trades for which statistios are availa-
able to record a decline in sales during 1944 as compared with the oreceding year; in
this instance the reduotion was 3.5 per cent. Advances in the remaining 13 groups
ranged from 6.3 per cent for food stores to 14 per ocent for jewellery stores.

Indexes of Whclesele Sales in Deoember

Dollar sales of wholesale merchants averaged five per cent higher in December
1944 than in December 1943, acocording to reports received by the Dominion Bureau of
Statietics from wholesale houses representing nine different trades. The five per
gent inorease was oonsiderably smaller than the gains recorded in the fall months,
which s8tood at 10 per cent for September, 15 per cent for Ootober and 13 per cent for
November. Sales for the year 1944 were 11 per cent greater than the dollar volume
of business transacted in 1943, The Docember unadjusted index of sales on tho base
1935-1939=100 stands at 171.5 compared with 196.3 for November and 1€64.1 for Decomber
1943,

During the calendar year 1944 sales were higher than the precaeding ysar for caoh
of the nine lines of business for which statistiocs were compileds Advances ranged
from 341 per cent for clothing wholesalers to 24.7 per ocent for automotive equipment.
Drug swles inoreased 9.6 per cent, footwear 808 per oent, dry goods 10,3 per cent,
fruits and vegetables 7.5 per cent, groceries 12.7 per cent, hardware 6.7 per cent,
and tobacco and confectionery 8.3 per cent.

Final Totals of Births, Deaths and Merriages in 1942

The 1942 Annual Report on Vital Statistioce issued by o Deniniorn Duronuv of '
Statistics oontains as in past years a oomplete record of the registration of births,
deaths and marriages in Canada, a8 reoorded by provincial authoritios. The statistios
of births, deaths and marriages among the Indian population of the Duminion are also
included.

The number of live births recorded in Canada in 1942 was 272,313 as compared with
265,317 in the preceding year and 229,468 in 1939 The rate per thousand of the popu=
lation in 1942 at 23,4 was the highest recorded in reocsnt years, comparing with 22.2
in 1941 and 204 in 1939« All provinces registered highsr birth rates during 1942
than in 1941, The rates by provinoes were as follows, +those for 1941 being in bracketss
Prince Edward Island, 23,7 {21.6): Nova Sootia, 2509 (24.1)3 New Brunswiock, 27.3 (2648)3
Queboo, 28.0 (2648); Ontaric, 20.1 (19.1); Menitoba, 21.6 (20.3); Saskatohewan, 21l.4
(2046)) Alberta, 2346 (2147); British Columbla, 1903 (18s4)s

There were fewer deaths recorded in Canada in 1942 than in the preceding jyear,
the total having been 112,978 as oompared with 114,639« In 1939 the number registered
was 108,951s The death rate per thousand of the population for the Dominion as a
whole fell to 947 in 1942 from 100 in 1941, and was unchanged from that registered
in 1939 The rates per thousand were as follows by provinces, with thoso for 1941
in braoketss Prince Edward Island, 10.7 (11.9); Nova Scotia, 105 (12.0)s New Brunswiok,
11e1 (1143)s Quebeo, 10+0 (10.3); Ontario, 10.1 (10.4); Manitoba, 8.9 {8.9); Saskat=
chewan 7e3 (7e2)3 Alberta, 78 (8+0); British Columbia, 10e2 (i0oé)e

The number of infant deaths, under one year of age, was 14,654 in 1942 as compared
with 15,236 in 1941 and 13,939 in 1939« The rate per thousand live births was oon-
sequently reduced to 54 from 60 in the preceding year, All provinces,)except New
Brunswick, recorded lower infant death rates in 1942, the reduction in Prince Edward
Island having been outstandings The following were the provincial rates in 1942,
with those for 1941 in braoketss Prince Edward Island, 50 (803 Nova Sco%ias, 58 (65)s
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New Brunswiok, 77 (76); Quebeo, 70 (76); Ontario, 40 (46)3; Manitoba, 51 (53); Suskat-
ohewan, 43 (51); Alberta, 38 (51); British Columbia, 35 (37).

The exoess of births over deaths in 1942 totalled 169,336 es ocompared with 140,678
in the preceding year end 120,517 in 1939« The rate of naturel increase per thousand
of the population was 13.7 in 1942, 12.2 in 1941 and 10.7 in 1939, The rates of
natural inorease were as follows by provinces in 1942, with those for 1941 in bracketsi
Prince Edward Island, 13.0 (947)s Nova Scotia, 151 (12.12; New Brunswick, 16+2 (15.5);
Quebec, 1840 (1645); Ontario, 10.0 (847); Manitobe, 12,7 (11.4); Sasketohewan, 14.1 . .
(1344)3 Alberta, 1548 (1347); British Columbia, 9.1 (840).

The number of marriages reglstered in 1942 totalled 127,372 as compared with 121,
842 in the preceding yeal and 103,668 in 1939, The 1942 rate per thousand of the
population was 10.9 as compared with 10.6 in 1941 and 9.2 in 193S. New Brunswiok was
the only province to record a lower marriage rate in 1942, end in this instance the
deoline was of e minor nature from 1048 to 10.6¢ Rates for the remaining provinces
wore a8 follows with those for 1941 in bracketss Prince Edward Island, 8.6 57,1)1
Nove Sootia, 11.6 (11le4)s Quebec, 10.0 (9¢8)3 Ontario, 11.7 (11.4); Manitoba, 116
(11.4); Saskatchewan, 805 (7¢9); Alberta, 11e6 (10e6)3 British Columbia, 12.4 (11e9)e

Revenues and Exnenses of Reilways in November

Canadien railways earned $66,294,000 in November 1944, a decreese of $1,070,000 or
1.6 per cent from the November 1943 revenues of 367,364,000, Passcnger revenues
advanoed 3.9 per cent, but freight revenues deoremsed by 3¢3 per oents Operating ex-
penses inoreased from $47,862,000 to 453,404,000, or by 12 per cent, and the gperating
inoome deolined $4,530,000., The total pay roll inoreased from 26,371,000 to ¥28,777,-
000+ The number of employees was inoreased from 163,882 to 167,107 or by two per cent
for an inorease in pay roll of 9.1 per cente During the first 11 months of 1944,
operating revenues increased from $703,341,000 in 1943 to $723,747,000, while cperating
expenses rose from $506,201,000 to $673,793,000.

Stooks of Raw Hides and Skins

Stogks of raw oattle hides held by tanners, packers and dealers in Canada amounted
to 497,361 et the end of December 1944 as compared with 523,110 at the ond of the pre=
ceding month and 482,903 on the oorresponding date of 1943, Calf and kip skins on
hand inoreased from 352,639 at the end of November to 456,258, Stocks of other types
at the end of December inoluded 116,454 dozen sheep and lamb skins, 352.803 goat and
kid skins and 24,735 hcorse hidess

Produotion of Asphalt Roofing in 1944

The produotion of asphalt shingles in Canada in 1944 aemounted to 1,088,170 squares
ns compared with 860,096 in the preceding year, asphalt #lding 17,459 squares as oom=
pared with 1,880, smooth surfaced roofing 1,221,538 squares as oompared with 1,079,520,
mineral surfaoed roofing 1,041,743 squares as oompared with 1,018,460, asphalt felts
24,895 tons as oompared with 24,420, and asphalt sheathing 11,575 tons as oompared
with 13,676 tons.

Stooke of United States Grain in Canads

Stooks of United States grain in Canada on February 1 amounted to 25%:516 bushels
as oompared with 1,775,677 on the ocorresponding date of last year. Stooks of soybeans
advanoed to 74,131 bushels from 26,542, while corn decreased to 179,385 bushels from
526,883, and wheat to nil from 1,222,262 bushels,

Cooperage Industry in 1943

Establistments engaged wholly or principally in the manufacture of barrels,
casks, kegs, tubs, etoc., manufactured these produots to the value of $2,204,499 in
1943 as oompared with $4,103,434 in the preceding year. The cost of materlals uged
in 1943 was $2,661,493 as oompared with $2,521,495 in 1942.



Shipments of Mineral Waters in 1943

Shipments of natural mineral waters from Canadien springs in 1943 totalled 139,611

gallons

valued at $67,541 as campared with 157,086 gallons valued at $74,505 in the pre-

ceding year. Production during hoth years originated in Ontario and Quebeo.
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The Cooperage Industry, 1943 (10 cents).

Miscellaneous Paper Goods, 1943 (10 cents).

Indexes of Wholesale Sales, December (10 oents).

Indexos of Retail Sales, December (10 cents).

Central Electrio Stations, December (10 cents).

Employment Situation, December 1, 1944 (10 cents)e

Canadian Grein Statistics (10 cents).

Domestic Sales of Asphalt Roofing, December (10 cents).

Production of Asphalt Roofing, December (10 cents).

Lasts, Troes and Wooden Shoefindings, 1943 (26 oents).

Stooks of Raw Hides and Skins, December (10 cents).

Current Trends in Food Distribution, December (10 ocents).

Operating Revermes, Expenses and Statistios of Railways, November (10 oents).

Vital Statistics of Canada, 1943 ($1.00).

The Bridge Building and Struolural Sieel Work Industry, 1943 (25 cents ).

Price Movements, Jenuary (10 cents).

Sales and Purchases of Securitiss Between Canade and Other Countries,
November, 1944 (10 oents).

Advance Report on the Fisheries of Nova Scotia, 1943 (10 oents ).

Advance Preliminary Statement of Stoocks of Butter, Cheese and Eggs
in Nine Prinoipal Cities, February 1, 1945 (10 ocents).

Car Loadings on Canadian Raillways (10 ocents).




L MWWWIIII

1010771099




