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Business Operations in February

Productive operations weze at a lower level in February than in the preceding monthe
The index of the physioal volume of business which had been 195.4 in the first month of
the year receded to a somewhat lower level in Februarye The trend of prcduction has been
downward since the firat quarter of 1944 end the recession showed ocontinuance in the
early months of tho present ysare The index of cold storage holdings drcpped from 121.3
in January to 114.1 in the month under reviews The standing in February of last year
was 195:2+ The index of sales of live stock on the stock-yards was at a somewhat lower
lovel in February; even after seasonal adjustment.

The majority of tha facbors showing the trend of mineral produotlon wore constructlve
in the latest month fir which statistics are avallable, BExports of copper and nickel re-
geded to & low « nogltion in February than in the preceding month or in February of last
years The outward shipments of zinc on the other hand were at a higher level than in the
second month of 1940,

The flour milling industry showed a slight gain in operations in the last month for
which statiatics are available., the index rising from 214.2 to 218.8. The manufacture
of sugar showed a ctnsiderably lower level in the second four-wosk period, tho index
dropping from 190 to 143¢ Employment in the rubber industry showed further gain on the
intest available dateo Tho docline in the output of the dairy industry was ococasioned
mainly by the reaotion in chcuse productione The output of orcamery butter was higher
than in Jenuary eftor sensonal adjustments Canned salmon exports were Te) million
pounds in February agalnst 7.7 million in the preceding months

The cotton toxtile Iindustry wos somewhat more aotive in Fubruary than in the first
month of the yvare The ocotton used was ¥laced at 14,568,000 pounds against 14,106,000
in January. Tho operations of the forestry industry were slightly greater in February
than in the preceding month, due allowance boing made for soasonal tonderociese The
output of newsprint was 508,382 lons against 328,414, the gain having been less than
normal after seasonnl adjustmonte Increases woro shown In the outward shipments of
wood pulp and shingles while the exports of planks and boards recoded from 145 million
fest o 127 milliono The +timoer scaled in British Columbia in the latest avallable
month, showed a considerable increaso after seasonal adjustment. The majority of the
factors indicatling the trond of activity in the secondary iron and steel industry were
at a higher level in the eanriy months of the years Recession was shown in distributlon
through wholesale outlots In the latest avallable month after socasonal adjustmente
Retall sales on the other hand rose to & higher positiona

Business Factors in February compared with the preceding
_month and with February, 1945

e i February ~ Fobruary January
1946 1945 1946
Thysical Volume oI DUSILUSE cses 1900=892100 i 21647 19544
Cost of Living ocnsoaconsansssa 1935-3923100 119.9 118,.6 119.9
Bank Debits cescocoscsaocosoonc $000 5,386,919 4,433,511 5,990,656
Slaughterings
Cattle and Calves oscscensoeosn NOo 162,523 162,282 189,226
Sheep and lambs cuocccsanncssva NOe 61’854 569755 87,625
Hogs soceroscoceccoevsnonsoso0n NOo 3739681 562,718 477,592
Exports ofs
Coppor ccercsscobcsescoocosnso Cwto 176,376 272,949 281,519
Niockel cceccssprccencooosnsans Cwhoe 93’838 2279887 115,268
2ino occosconbnosdeccorcenssnos CWhe 353,011 2895443 309,456
Choese oscconeeccncnooncoanesa Cwho 55,685 58,330 93‘317
Canned Salmon ocesccwocessnsonne CWhe 70,597 9,391 77,334
WbOdPUIF c0ocsecrosencvaeoscaes OWEs 2,4269209 29075,608 2’209,328
Planks and Boards sescevsesocs Mo fto 127,444 1569680 144,978
Shinglos Y000603IN8000896007000 Squares 148,171 1459162 97.926
Raw Cotton Consumption s03n0cas 4bo 14.2585465 13;5449532 14,105.993
Sugar Manufaoturod socscsscscen Lbe 6046554249 66,460,830 73 9464,100
Factory Cheese oc:cocoovssonsoes abo 1,294,371 2,037,331 1.844,984
Creamery Butter ct¢.osecescoonsse Lbo 8,6315597 10.559,482 9,639’678
ﬁNewsprint Production ovzsaceseo Tonsg 308,382 229,661 323,414

Agoording to preliminary cniouie*ticrs, index snowed recession from preceding monthe
& b 5
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The merohandise export trade of Canade fell to o lower level in February, refleoting
the continued sharp reduction in the movement abroad of war matorials, according to flgures
released by the Dominion Burvau of 3tatisbiose Tho total valus of merchundise exported
in February 1946 was $153,143.000 as oomprred with $236,354,000 in 'ebruary 1945, a deoline
of 35 poer cente In Fobrucry 19456 the oxport of war matorisls amountcd to $120,850,0006
In February 1846, war materinls ascounted for only $134,000 of to*el oxportso Exports of
non-war ocommoditice, on the othor hand, woro valusd at $153,009,000 as compared with
115,514,000 a yvar ago, an insrcase of 32.5 per oconte

Canedian whoeat and wheat flour continue to entor oxport channcls in heavy volumes
February vxports of whoat were valued at $15.390,000 as compared with $4,%09,000, and
of wheat flour, $8,701,000 as comparod with $4,252,000. The total value of agrioultural
and vegetable products oxportud in Fobruary was $36,0692,000 as campared with 32,328,000,
In the animal products group, which rose from ¢24,061,000 to 29,522,000, meats advanced
from $11,351,000 Lo $14,;132,000, fish and fishery products from $4,405;000 to 5,218,000,
and furs from §$2,664,000 to $3,866,0000

February exports of wood and papor products wors valuod ot $39,678,000 as compared
with $33,052,000 in February, 19450 ¥xports of pliuks and bonr’s amounted to $6,601,000
ag comparod with $6,621.000, pulpwood $1,872,000 as compared with 51,422,000, wood pulp
%8,971,000 as compared with 27,617,000, and newsyrint paper $17,269,000 as compared with
$11,852,0000

Tnere wos a further markod deellne in the iron and its prcducts group of exports
from $54,321,000 in February last year to $19,637,000. This was due, in the main, to
the dooronse in ausomotilos and parts, which foll from $34,211,000 to $10,362,0000
Amongst tho non-furrous motals, aiuainum fell from $16,143,000 to $774,000, ocopper from
$3,430,000 to £2:307,0C0, niockel from 35,877.000 tc £2,346,000, while leud advanced fram
130,000 to $093.000, and zino from $973,000 to 32,358,000 Asbosgtos exports fell from
#1,666,000 to $1,258,0000

The Unitod Statcs was the loading dostination for Canada’s merohandise exports in
February with & total of (57,563,000 as comparod with $91,518,C00 in the ocorresponding
month of last year, Tno United Kingdom wes in second poeition with $37,345,000 as oome
pared with §67,451,000, followed by British India with §7.325,000 as ocomparod with
$22.080,0000

Cannda is playing an important past in the relicof and rohabilitation of countrioes
of Continental Europos Bxporis to Belgium advanced from 23,000 in February last year
%o $7,169,000, ¢ Froncc from 4,014,000 to 96,203,000, Norway from nil to $1, 288,000,
Swoden from ni: to $538,000, Nothoriands from $382 to $3,236,000, and Gormany from nil
to $1,475,000, Fobruary oxports to China roourded a marked advance, rising from $4,000
to $284,000,

Canadian oxports to Latineimerican couririos were heavier in Februarye Shipments
$o Brazil were valuod at $1,654,000 as comparsd with $359,000, Venozuola 31,537,000 as
compared with $63,000, Mexiso $966,000 as sompared with §$560,000, Colombia :3881,000 as
compared with $165,000, Argonkina $655,000 as compared with {462,000, Peru $288,000 as
compared with $174,000, and Ciile $259,000 as oompared with $84;000.

— e ——

Stooks and Marketings of Whaat and Course Gr-ins

Stocks of Canrdian whoat in store or In transit in North imerica at midnight on Maroh
14 toballod 119,322,157 bushols as compared with 354,984,801 bushels on the corresponding
date of last year, a roduction of 6602 per cente Visiblo stcoks in Cansdian positicns
wore rooorded at 113,092,571 bushels as comparcd with 327,264,092, and in United Statos
positions, 6,729,566 bushels as comparod with 27,720,709,

Deliveries of wheat from farms in the Prairie I'rovinoes during the week onding Maroch
14 totalled 1,599,496 bushols as comparcd with 1,765,271 in tho proceding wooke From the
commenocement cf the prosent orop yoar to Moroh 14, marketings of wheat aggrogated 191,636,-
@70 bushels as comparod with 266,918,726 in the similar period of tho crop year 1944-45e

Tho following quantities of coarse grains wero also deliverod from farms in the Prairi
Frovincos during the week onding March 14, totals for tho proceding week being in bracketss
onts, 1,977,561 (1,832,998) bushels; barioy, 422,624 {355,451); ryo, 3,568 (12,250); flax=
geed, 14,658 (1C.419).
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froduction of Wool in 19:8

Total wool produotion in Canada in 1945 amounted to 19,626,000 pounds, an inorease
of 347,000 pounds over ths 1944 total, aocording to figures released by the Dominion
Buroau of Statistiocse Although shorn wool produotion declined by over 600,000 pounds
from tho 1944 yield; this was moro than offset by an inorease of nearly one million
pounds in pullod wool productlion. a reflection of the appreociable inoroase 1n sheep and
lamb marketings during 1945«

Apperent consumption of wool in Canade in 1945 wes nearly 11,000,000 pounds higher
than in 1944, edvencing from 56,449,000 pounds to 67,205,000 The gross value of shorn
wool production in 1945 is ostimated at $4,020,000, which is slightly below last year's
value of $4,106,000: Cash income from shorn wool sold off farms in 1945 amounted to
83,661,000, a decrease of $106,000 from the income in 1944.

Stocks of Raw Hidvs and Skins in January

Stocks of raw cottls hides held by tanners. packers and dealer® at the end of
January amounted to 844,705 as comparsd with 882,448 at the end of December and 629,059
at tho ond of January, 1945. Calf and kip skins on hand decreased from 522,868 at the
ond of December 1945 to 471.529 at the end of January, 1946 BStocks of other types
inoluded 90,145 dczen shesp ond lamb skins, 319,165 goat and kid skins and 27,059 horas
hides,

Fisherios Froduotion of Canada in 1944

The marketed value of Canada®s fisheries production reached a new peak in 1944, the
total of $89,419,000 represonting an increase of 4.5 per cent over the proceding year, ao=
cording to flgures roleasod by tho Dominion Bureau of Statlstiocss The advance was due to
higher prices, as tho guantity orught fell off by 4.8 per cent. The see fisheries oon-
tributod $7€,093,000, or (703 por cent, and the inland fisheries §11,325,000, or 12.7 per
oent of the totals

The saimon fishery rotainud the leading position, despite a reduoction of 1le5 per
oent in the quantity isodode Tho marketod value was $16,373,000 as compared with $15,=
613,000 in 1943, Othor loading spocies were: ocod, valued at $14,787,000, with an inw
crease of 905 por cent in quantity caught and of 13:.2 per cent in markoted values herring,
£11,040,000, a deoronss of slightly less than one per cont in catch and of 7.5 per cent
in value; and lobstors; $9,048,000, an increase of 10+7 per cent in landings end 10 per
ceay in valueo

In order of markuted veiue, British Columbie led the other provinoces with 39 per cent
of the Dominion total, followed by Nove Scotia with 26e4 per cent, New Brumswiock 13.4 per
cont, (uebec, six per cent, Ontario 5-5 per cent, Manitoba 4.1 per cent, Frinoce Edward
Island three per cent, Saskntchowan 1.6 per cent, and Alberta, one per cente

The total quantity of all kinds of fish, including shellfish, taken by Canadian fishore
men in 1944 was 11,771,456 cwto, & docrsase of 4.7 por cent as comparsd with 1943e¢ The
sea fishorios accountsd for 10,908,311 cwts, or 92.7 per cent and those of inland waters
for $863,145 owte, Or 7.5 por conte ]

B, of Yotor Vehic® Sajos ip Esbedgy

Financing of motor vehiocle sales in Canada moved sharply upward in February when
2,917 vehiolos were financod to the extent of §1,845,426, acoording to fisures reloasod
by the Dominion Burecau of Statlstics. Incroasos over February a year ago, when 1,726
units woro finanocd for 007,761, amounted to 69 per cent in numbor and 128 per cent
in emount of financinge A much groator proportion of now vehicle finencing, with a
groater average financed valus, accounts for the higher increase in dollar smount of
finoncing than in number cf units-» February, 1946 totals included 861 new vehicles as
compared with 456 now vehiclos financod in the preceding month of Januery and with
only 183 noew units financod in February a yoar agoe

The 2,056 used vchioclos financed in February hed a financed value of $825,5564
Thoso totals ropresont gajns of 33 por cent in number and 41 per ocont in dollar amount
over the 1,543 units financod for $584,703 in February, 1945 Regional results showed
that tho numbor of units financod in tho Maritimos was almost doubled betweon February
of the two yoarss Tho numbur of units involved, howevor, is rolatively small in that
areas Tho bulk of activiiv was concentrnted in Ontario where a 55 ner cent inoresse



e
oocourred in number of usod vehicles financod, Inoruorcns of losecr roo~rilons e

h [ .
recordod in other sections of the country with the exception of Drirtish Columbia whore
the numbor of usod vehicles financed foll off oight per cent from Februsry, 1945.

Manufaoturing Industries of Quobeo in 1943

Under the continuod impetus of war production, the manufacturing industrics of the
Provineo of Quebeo expanded their output during 1943, the selling value at tho factory of
the products made totalling $2.852,192,000, an increase of 22.2 per cent over the preced=-
ing yeares Compered with the previous year there wore inoreases of 9¢6 per cent in the
number of persons employed, 227 per cent in the salaries and wezos palde Of the inorease
of $518,888,841 in the gross value of production 43.7 per oent was contributed by the iron
and its products group, 29.3 per cent by chemiocals, 14.1 per cent by non-ferrous metal
products, 4,2 per oent by vegetable products, 2.9 por cent by animal products, 2% por
oent by wood end paper products, 27 per oent by non-metellic minoral productse The value
of textiles and textile produots declined by $2,553,278 or 6 por cente

fluebec with about 33 per cent of the Dominion output in 1943 was the second largest
manufacturing provinces The production of pulp and paper is normally the dominant in-
dustry, but sinoce 1942 was displaced by the non=foerrous metal smelting end rofining
industry for the promicr positions In addition to supplying about & per cont of the gross
value of Queboc manufaciurcs, the pulp and paper industry furnishod about 48 per cent of
the Dominion total for this industry. The value of tobacco prodvcis formed epproximately
88 por cont, ootton ynrn and cloth 75 por cent, woments fectory clething 68 por ocont,
loather boots and shoes 65 per cont, men's factory clothing 57 per ocent, railway rolling-
stock 54 per cent, und non-forrous metal smelting and refining 51 poer cent of the Dominion
totals of those productse fuebec is thus an outstanding manufecturing province rather on
account of her large individual industries than because of the great diversification of
hor induatriel activitios.

From the standpoint of gross value of productlion the iron and its products group agailn
hoaded the Iist in 1943 with an output valued at $674,027,8380, cisplacing the textile
group which normally comes first. Other major groups in the order of their importance
aret textiles and textile products $428,740,491; non-ferrous metal products $410,157,670,
chomioals and allied products $371,789,166, wood and paper products $337,206,122, vegetable
products $206,491,549, enimal products $220,610,793, non-metallic mineral products §101,=
383,384, and miscellaneous industries $21,734,79 .

In value »f production the miscellanecus chemical products industry heeded the 1list
with an output valued at $277,993,561, displacing both the non-fcrrous metal smelting and
refining and the pulp and paper industries which ronked second and third with an output
valued at $259,643,014 and $167,460,120 respectively. Other loading industries ares mis=
aellaneous iron and steel products $161,748,317, shipbuilding and repairs $130,208,952,
aireraft 095,631,112, cotten varn and oloth $95,565,836, railway rolling stock §86,274,059,
men's factory clothing $65,179,641, women's factory clothing $83,076,981, eleotrical ap=
paratus and supplies 373,178,995, etoe

Eleotrio Railways in 1944

The passenger traffic of clectric rallway systems contlnued to increase, roaching a
new peak in 1944 at 1,219,707,399 for passengers carried by electric cars, trolley buses
and motor busos of theso systoms. The 1943 total was 1,177,003,083. Both the increase and
the rate of inorease over 1943 traffic were loss than the annual increases during the pro=—
ceding four years. The operating revenues of all electric rallway systems inoreased from
$80,027,414 in 1943 to ¢$84.730,173, or by six per oente Operating oxpensos increesed
from $54,548,335 to $58,202,151, or by seven per cent, increasing tho net oporating
rovenue from $25,479,079 to $26,528,022e

Thore wns practicanlly no change durin; the yoar in the track miles oporateds The
mileago run by electric cars increased from 124,454,463 in 1943 to 126,629,413, or by
1.8 per cent; trackless trolley buses showed an increase from 1,730,760 to 1,909,375
miles or 7.2 per cent, and motor buses on Iincroase from 37,815,126 to 40,382,550 miles
or 8el por conte This was an approximate lncrease in total capacity of two to three
per oont as compared with ean inorease in passengers oarried of over six per oents Each
class of vohiclo carried approximately the same percentage cf the traffic as in

1943 but the number »f possengers carried by each was increased as followss electrio
oar 6.5 per cent, trolley bus 15.5 rer cent; and motor bus 3¢5 per cente
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Urban and Interurban Transportation

Vehicle miles run by urban and interurban eleotric railway and motor bus systems in
October 1945 totalled 25,113,449 as comparsd with 23,511,712 in the ocorresponding month
of 1944, acoording to figures released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistios. Mileage
oovered by vehicles in interurban service increased from 6,325,060 to 7,£92,133, or by
12 per oont, and in urban servioce from 16,635,662 to 17,226,316, or by three per cent.
The number cof passengers ocarried was 135,367,264 as compared with 127,856,387
Passengers on interurban routes increased from 6,064,340 %o 7,420,587, or by eight per
oent, and on urban systems from 120,994,047 to 127,946,677, or by Se7 per oente

Birthe, Doaths and Marriages in January

Births registered in Canadian oities, towns and villeges having a population of
10,000 and over numbered 11,677 in January, deaths 5,867 end marriages 3,751, as oompared
with 11,200 births, 5,356 deaths and 3,166 marriages in January last year, showing in-
oreages of four, 10 and 19 per eent, rospeotively, for births, deaths and marriages.

Froduction of Magnesium Metal in 1945

Canadien production -f magnesium metal in 1945 wos recorded at 7,449,000 pounds, ao=
cording to an estimate issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statisticss In the preceding year,
10,560,000 pounds were produceds The field of usefulness of magnesium is steadlly exw
pendinge Magnesium was formerly used almost exclusively in pyrotechnios, but it is used
alsc ae a structural metal, partioulerly in the form of oestings and extruded shapess
For struotural use it is alloyed with various portions of other clements. It is used as &
oonstituent in many aluminum-base alloyss

Produotion of New Tin

Production of new tin in Canada in 1945 reoccrded an advance of 644 per cent over
the preceding year, according to figures compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statlisticse
The 1945 output was estimated at 850,000 pounds as ocompared with 517,000 in 1944e Tin
is used chiefly in the manufaoture of tin plate, mainly for use in the making of tin oans
and of oontainers of all kinds. It is a necessary ingredient of solder and is & vomponent
part of most babbitt and other anti-friction metals, without which manufacturing and treng=
portation would be impossibles 8maller quantities are used in foil, which in turn is used
for wrapping food, tobacco, etce; in terne-plate, pipe and tubing; type metal; bronze, gal-
vanizing; and in bar tine

Sporting Goods Industry

In the realm of sporting aotivities, Canada ocouples an enviable positions With
abundant forests and streams at the disposal of the hunter and angler it provides an
{nexhaustible source of recreation and pleasures In other branches of sport also there
are abundant facilities for indulgence in healthy exeroise, both indoor and outdoor, for
young and old of both soxes, all the year arounde In 1944 manufacturers in Canade pro=
duced the requisite equipment, supplies and acoessories to the value of $54413,000 a8
oompared with $4,091,000 in the preceding yoars

Car Loadings on Canadian Railwnys

Car loadings on Canadian rallways for the week ended March 9 inoreased to 63,366 oars
from 66,003 ocars in the preoceding weok, but were lowor than in the ocorresponding week of
last yoar when the total was 69,207 oarse Loadings in the eastorn division declined from
47,392 oars in 1945 to 45,126 cars, and in the western division the total advanced from
21,895 to 23,230 ocarse

Loadings of grain declined from 5,762 oars last year to 5,024 oars, vegetables from
1,124 to 744 oars, live stock from 2,400 to 2,161 oars, ores and conocentrates from 1,992
to 1,544 oars, iron and steel produots from 1,747 to 1,523 oars, and automobiles, truoks
and parts from 1,907 to 877 oarse Coal inoreased from 5,875 to 6,283 oars, logs, polos
and cordwood from 1,497 to 1,880 oars, pulpwood from 4,405 to 5,514 cars, wood pulp and
paper from 3,729 to 4,077 cars and merohandise = LeCsLe ~ from 15,191 to 15,640 oarse
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Reports Issued during the Week

lo Car Loadings on Camadian Railweys - Weekly (10 cents)e

20 Manufacturing Industries of Quebec, 1943 (25 cents)e

3c Registmations of Births, Deaths and Marriages, January (10 cents)e
4o Wool Production, 1945 (10 conts).

5¢ Transit Report, October (10 cents)e

6o Conadals Domestic Exports by Countries, Februar (10 cents)e
7o Summary of Canadan‘s Domcstic Exports, February {10 cents)s
8o Bed, Spring and Matiross Industry, 1944 (15 cents)e

9+ Ingot Makers® Sorap and Secondary Non-Foerrous Ingot, January (10 centa)e
100 Financing of Motor Vehicle Sales, February (10 ocents).

1le White Mota: Products Iadustry, 1944 (25 cents)o

120 Monthly Roview of Business Stetistiocs, Fobruary (10 cents)e
13, Conadion Grain Statistics — Weekly (10 cents)s

14, Dyeing and Finishing of Toxtile Geods, 1944 (16 centa)e

15¢ Button, Buckle end Pastenors Industry, 1944 (15 cents)e

160 Miscellanoous Motals in Cenada, 1944 eso cents)e
170 Advance Report on Fisheries, Canade, 1944 (15 oconts)e

180 The Spcrting Goods Industry, 1944 (15 cents)o
190 Eicotric Railwnys of Canada, 194% (25 cents)e

20+ Economic Conditions, January (10 cents)e

21, Stocks of Raw “Hidos and Skins, January (10 ocen*s)e
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