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Economic Gonditions During
First Two Months of 1946

The average of six major faotors indicating the trend of economie conditions was
higher in the first two months of the prosent year than in any other veriod in history.
The deposit llabilities of the banks reached a partioularly high level in the early
months of the yeare The yield on Dominion bonds receded to a lower point than at any
other time, the price of high-grade bonds consequently rising sharply. The rise in the
index of wholescle prices was of relatively minor proportions, the index showing a gain
of 1.4 per cents On the othor hand the index number of the physical volume of business
receded to a lower position in continuance of the downward trend since ths early months
of 1944. This index, on the base of 1935-1939 was 18843 against 222.7 in the same period
of lagt year, a decline of 15.4 per cent.

Oonsiderable variation was shown in the first two months of the present year from
the same period of 1945 in regard to cifferent olasses of expenditurcs, upon which the
levels of employment and economio aotivity depends The decline in the export trade and
in govormment expendituros oontrasts with the more active conditions in the construction
industry and in oammodity distribution through retail and wholesale outletss

The placement of controots with the oonstruotion industry and the issue of building
permits rose to high levels in the early months of the year. 4 lag is shown betweon the
value of projeots contracted for and the aotual operations of the industry. While the
awards rose 145 per cent over the first two montha of 1946 and building permits in 68
municipalities were 137 per oent greater, it is observed that employment in the eon-
struotion industry was only 118 per ocent above tho lovols of one year agoe Employment
in bullding projeots rose 42.5 per ocent, but the gain was far less than in the now
business obtained by the industrye.

The operations of the iron and steel industry rofleot the influence of the demand
for munitions and rroducors of curable goodse Steel and pig iron production showed a
modernte deoline from the high levels of the first two months cof 1945. The present
stand ing suggests strong demand for iron and steel for purposes of roconversion and
industrial expansions The oancellation of orders for munitions and war sunplies has
rosulted in deeline, but the demand for other purposes has tended to oounterbalance
the resgtion. The index of employment in industries engaged in the produstion of dur-
able goods showed a large deoclines The index in the first two months of the rresent
year averaged 187, a deoline of 25.6 per cents 48 the inorease in rotail prices has
been of a moderate charmoter during the last 12 months, the index of sales by retail
and wholesale outlets are suggestive of the oonsiderable inurease in the volume of goods
distributed to oonsumerse The index of retail sales rose from 143 to 160, a gain of
12 per cont, while wholesale sales in Januury were 19 per cent above the levels of the
same month one year agos

Despite the finanoial assistance granted to a rmumber of countries, the export trade
in the first two months of the year receded to a considerably lower level than in the
same period of 1946, The reduction in the export of war supplles has not been ocounter=
balanced by ineroeses in goods for oivilian consumptione. The total in the first two
months of 1946 was $346 million, a deoline of 27 per oent from the same period of last
yoars Minor change, on the other hand, was shown in imports leading to a oonsiderable
reduction in the aotive balance of trade. The net export of nun-monotary gold recorded
an inorease fram {$17.1 million to $18,8 million,

Stooks and Marketinge of Whoat and Coarse Grains

4 seven-yeer low in the visible supply of Caradian wheat was reached on April 4,

the total being 98,697,840 bushols as compared with 340,190,299 bushels on tho corres=
ponding dato of lost year, a deoline of 71 per oont, according to fijureos issued by the
Dominion Buroau of Statisticss 4 lower figure for this dato was last reoorded in 1938,
whon the total was 44,444,000 bushels.

The stooks of wheat in Canadian rositions on the latest cdate amountod to 36,381,560
bushels as oompared with 320,069,799 bushels on tho samoc daote of la;st yeor, and in United
States positlons, 1,716,280 bushels as comparod with 20,120,500 bus.hels.
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Loliveries of wheat from farms in the Prairie Frovinces during the woek ended
April 4 emounted to 1.109,589 bushels as oompared with 1,032,930 bushels in the pre=
ceding weeke. Luring the elapsed portion of the present crop year which commenced August 1
1945, marketings of wheat in western Canade aggregated 195,427,963 bushels as campered
with 274,626,155 bushols in the similar period cof 1944-45,

The following quantities of coarse groins wers also delivered from farms in the
Prairie Frovineces during the week ended April 4, totals for the prececing week being in
bracketss oats, 617,659 (890,096) bushels; barley, 192,200 (202,66€); rye, 4,352 (6,905);
flaxsoed, 6,826 (12,262),

Production of Wheat Flour in February

Yheot flour production in February amounted to 2,145,675 barrels as comparcd with
1,892.435 in the corresponding month of last year, sccording to figures released by the
Loninion Bureau of Statistics. Froduction for the first seven months of the ourrent
orop year has anot dropped below two million barrels in eny single month, and the
aggrogate for the period amounted to 15,133,864 barrels as compared with 14,333,799
in the similar period of 1944.-45.

Vhoat used in the manufacture of flour in February amounted to 3,518,321 bushels
a8 compared with 8,3%6,08L in tre same month of 1945. Total wheat milled during the
soven months ended Tebruary was 67,396,290 bushels as comparod with 63,632,025 bushels
for tho samo period of 1944.-45. The following quantities of coarse grains were also

round in February, totals for February 1945 being in brackets: oats, 2,244,149
2,043,212)5 corn, 205,930 (131,177); barley, 597,813 (661,772); mixed grain, 2,292,=
323 (2,227,308),

Stoocks of Teiry and Toultry Froducts on April 1

A further dooline was rocorded in the stocks of oreemery butter held in cold storages
ond dairy factorics at the opening of business on April 1, acoording to figures issued by
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. April 1 holdings amounted to 5,320,064 pounds as oom=
pared with 9,883,581 pounds on March 1, and 13,544,252 pounds on the corresponding date
of last yeares Tho 5-yoar evorage for April 1 was 11,434,000 pounds.

Storage holidinge of cheese on April 1 this year totalled 48,516,443 pounds as oom#
pared with 20,103,694 pounds on March 1, and 21,484,040 pounds on April 1, 1945+ Hold-
ings of evaporated whole milk by manufacturers were higher than on March 1, but were
approximately 50 per cent lower than on the oorresponding date of last years April 1
stooks were 10,436,766 pounds as ocmpared with 6,963,176 pounds on March 1, and 20,031,158
pounds on April 1; 1945.

Storage holdings of shell esgs on April 1 amounted to 5,256,370 doren as compared
with 2,447,555 dozen on Maroh X, and 5,917,775 dczen on April 1, 1946 Stooks of frozen
egg meats wore lowor in both ocumparisons, the total boing 3,869,461 pounds as compered
with 4,600,751 pounds on March 1, end 11,748,271 pounds a yoar agos Stooks of poultry
moved lower, the total baing 6,486,208 pounds as ccmpered with 9,3¢0,234 pounds on March 1,
end 10,983,666 pounda on April 1, 1945.

Dairy Sunply Tosition

The creamery butter moke suffered a further sct-back in March, the total being
11, 13,000 pounds as compared with 14,693,000 pounds in the ocorresponding month of
last year, a docline of nearly 20 per cent, according to figures released by the
l'ominlon Bureau of Statistiocs, All provincos showsd reductions except Quebec where
factories formerly engaged in cheese procduction are now making butter. :The most sub-
stantial deoroases wero rocorded in the three I'rairie Provinces where the rotreat from
dairying is becaming more and more evident. For the first threo months of the year,
tho cumulative production amounted to 30,084,000 pounds, a decline of appsoximately 6%
pillion pounds or 18 per ocent less then that producod in the January-Masch period of 1946.

Chuddar cheese produstion in Merch cmounted to 2,513,000 nounds, rerresenting a de-
oline of nearliy 400,000 pounds or 35 ncr ocont in oomrarison with the same month of the
previous yoar. TIroduotion for the first throe monthes was 5,653,000 punds, being & re-
cuction of apnroximately one-third as comparcd with the Januory-Mareh outrut »f 1946,
411l provinces shared in the deolines indicetec, except Frince Edward lslund and New
Brunswick whore the muke is ecumparativoly small.
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Ice coream manufeotured in March fell to 751,000 gallons, a ceoline of 14 per ocent;
and the January to March outrut was reduoed to 2,180,000 gallons, ropresenting a deorease
of approximately 11 por oent as compared with the same perlod a year agoe Conoentrated
milk products sharod in the general reduotion in deiry mamufeoture, but to a slightly
smaller oxtont than that of butter or cheese; the 20,805,000 pounds manufnotured in Maroh
being ohly threoe pecr cont less than that of a yvar agos The eumulative output was 44,370,-
000 pounds, or nine por oent less. than that produced in the January-March poriod of 19456.

Income from dairy produots sold off farms in the month of January, including bonuses
and subsicdioes, reached a total of $14,742,000 as comnared with approximately $15,000,000
in the samc month of the previous ycar. Of this amount, fluld sales ropresonted $9,686,-
000 as compared with $8,927,000 in January, 1946.

Consumntion of Meats in 1945

Preliminary estimates indicate that the oivilien oonsumpntion per copita of all moats
deolinod sharply in 13945, acccerding to figures reloased by the Lominion Bureau of Statis-
tios. Total oivilian consumption is estimated at 136.5 pounds por oapita in 1945 as come
pared with 1498 pounds in 1944. Nearly all of the recduction is sttributable to a de-
clino in pork oonsumpticn, whioh for 1945 is 10.68 pounds lower than the 1944 figuro of
6l¢4 pounds per oapitae

While the 1945 per ocaplitn consumption is down sharply from previous years, it is
still considerably above the pre-war average, being over 18 pounds greater than the
1035-1939 averagee The doolinc in consumntion is partly a result of the re-introduction
of meat raetioning in September, 1945. Lard consumption in 1946, estimated at 5¢9 pounds
per oarite for the civilian population is 244 pounds lower than the estimate for the
previcus year. However, the 19456 oconsumption is two pounds higher than the pre-war
avorage of 349 pounds per capita, per anmm,

Civilian oonsumption per oapita of meats was es follows in 1945, totals for 1944

being in bracketss boef, 616 (62.4) pounds; veal, 12.1 (11.0); mutton and lamb, 49
(448)3 pork, 50¢8 (6104); offals, 4.4 57.4); oanned meats -~ caroass equivalont, 2.7 (2.8),

Estimate of Canada's Mineral Production

Canada's minoral production was valued at $479,568,000 in 1945, according to the
anmel preliminary repert issued by the Lominion Bureau of Statistice, a decrease of
about one per cent from 1944. Takoen by groups, the aggregate value of metals produotion
decroased 9,000,000, fuels were down rearly 2,000,000, but the industrial minerals,
such as asbostos, gypsum, barytes, eto., inoreased $1,000,000, and the structural
materials group was up $4,000,000.

Copner Froduction and Exports in January

Canadiaen production of new coppsr in January amounted to 32,021,065 pounds as eom=-
pared with 34,930,910 pounds in Lecember 1945, and 44,381,428 pounds in January 1945,
acoording to figuros rolsased by the Dominion Bursau of Statistiocs. Output of refined
corper for the month totalled 28,532,786 poundss Exports of oopper in ore, concentrates
and matte during January emounted to 2,668,000 pounds valued at $186,060, and of copper
ingots, bars, slabs and billets to 24,842,200 pounds valued at $3,199,017.

Niokol Froduction and Exrorts in Jamary

Nickel production in Canada was recorded at 13,823,097 pounds for the month of
January as cumpared with 15,276,196 pounds for the preoceding mcnth and 23,77J,268 pounds
for the ocorresponding month of 1945, acocording to figures 1ssuod by the ULominion Bureau
of & “stioss Exports of nickel (all forms) in Jemmory totalled 11,526,J00 pounds
valued at 2,795,776

Troduction of Elcotric Refrigerators

Trocduction of c¢omestic “vno oleoctrio rofrigorators smounted to 3,295 units in
Fobruery as oomrared with 2,304 units in Januery, according t- figures issued by the
Y 'minion Durceu »f Statistios. Imports of osm~loto eleotric refrigorators of all t pes
in Fobruery numberod 297 units vealued et 29,609 as against 201 units st ,21,159 in tho
preococing month.
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Mine Shipmonts of isbestos in January

Shirmonts of »rimarv asbestos from Canadian minos during Jamery totalled 36,511
short tons, acoording to figures issuod by the Cominion Bureau of Statistios. Aotual
mino nrocduction amounted to 36,863 short tonse

Troduotion of Iron and Stecel in February

Production of pig iron in February amounted to 143,171 met tons as sompared with
149,487 in tho corresponding month of last year, asoording to figures releassed by the
Lominion oureau of Statistios. Output of stesel ingots and steel oastings totalled
233,893 tons as oompared with 260,464, and of ferro-alloys 10,872 tons as campared with
13,402 tons.
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Claims for Unemployment Insurance Benefit

Fower cleims for unemployment insurance benefit were filed in local offices of the
Unemploymont Insurance Commission during February than in the preoceding month, asoording
to figures released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistlies,s This was the first decline
shown sinoce Ootober, 1946, Claims registered in Fabruery numbered 595,098 as eoampared
with 71,932 in Jamary and 14,590 in February, 1945. This would indicate that the
numbecr of ceses of unemploymont ooourring in a period is beginning to fall off.

The number of live olaeims at the end of February inereased by 16,045 over the
figure for the end of Januarys Totals of live claims were 161,997 for Fedbruary, 145,-
962 for January end 29,692 for February, 1945 It would seem, therefore, that in spite
of tho reduotion in oases of unemployment, those already unemployed are not securing
employmont any more easily than in the past fow months.

During February, 62,717 olaims were adjudioated at insurance offloces, 49,464 being
oonsidered entitled to benefit and 13,253 not entitled to benefit, A total of 139,222
persons reocelved one or more benefit payments aggregating (5,902,879 for 2,901,809 oom=

ensated unomployed days during February. This oompares with 102,713 persons pald
©4,493,262 for 2,193,317 days in Jamary and 23,062 persons paild {822,490 for 422,873
days during February, 1945,

The average duration of the unemploymont compensated per beneficlary was 200 days
in Februury, 2le4 days in Januery and 1843 days in February of last year., The average
amount of benefit paid per beneficlary was $42440 in February, (43474 in January and
U35.66 in February, 1945 The average amount of benefit pald per oampensated day of
unemployment was $2.03 in February, (2.06 in January and $1.95 in February, 1945,

Weeokly Earnings of Male and Female Employees
Engaged in Manufacturing Industries in 1544

hverage weekly earnings of male wage-earners employed in the manufacturing induse
tries of Canada amounted to {34.94 in January 1844, an inorease of ;1 per cent over 1940,
and a gain of 57 per oent ovor 1939, acoording to figures issued bw'she Dominion Bureau
of Statistioses The advance is refleoted in a drop in the number of omployses receiving
under $20 per week and e oorrosponding inorease in the number receiving <40 per week or
overs Of the male wage-ecarners, 35.3 per cent received under $20 per week in 1940 as
oompared with 12 per cent in January 1944, while the numbor receiving over 340 jumped
from 9.2 to 3244 per coent.

Tieekly earnings of fomale wage-earners avereged (20417 in Junuary 1944 as compared
with 13449 in 1940, an increase of 49 rer cente In this oategory tco the numbors in
the lower inoome groups deslined, while those in the upper brackets advanceds Thus the

number recelving under $lO per week dropped from 23.2 per cont im 1940 to 10e2 per ocent
in 1944, while those receiving over (30 per week advanoced from Oe3 to 1243 psr oent.

Mole salerled workers avoraged {46424 por wook in 1944 as oompared with (34494
for mole wage-onrnorse L oomparison of woekly earnings of selaried workers eannot be
made as this information wos not colleoted in nrevious yeers. Female salaried employees
avoraged 23479 por weck as compared with $20617 for fomalo wagaeoarncrse Thus wockly
earnings of malo offioce workers avoraged i11143v highor then thot! raid to malo fuotory
workcrs, while in the cosc of fomnles, offico workors averspesd only - 3462 ner wuok more
than that paid to fomale fuctory workors.
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Mon-Hours and Hourly Farnings

Rocovory in omployment was indiocatod in manufaocturing ostablishmcnts at Fobruary 1
as oomparcd with January 1, whon tho situation was seriously affcoted by tho ysar-and
holidays and other seascnel factors; the aggregate and avorage hours worked wero also
considerably highor, rosulting in substantial incroases in the agrrogate and avorage
carnings of hourly-rated wage-earners. Date were tabulated from 6,065 employers with
a staff of 702,678 mon and women paid at hourly rates. The hours workoed by those per-
scns in the woek of Fobruary 1 totallod 39,802,763, for whioh they were paid the sum
of 21,028,123« The hours avoraged 44 and the carnings, 631 cents per hour, or ¢29.96
in the weoke

At January 1, tho same firms roported €37,280 hourly-ratod wage-earnors, who had
recoived $17,733,87¢ for sorvices rendered in 26,209,641 hours; the latter had avoraged
38s1 per worker anc the ecarnings, 67.9 cents per hour, or $25.87 in the holiday week.
Thus in the period under review there was an inorease of 2.2 per cent in tho number of
employoos, of 179 per ocont in tho aggregate hours paid for, and of 18.2 per oont
in tho total wages of tho hourly-rated personnol on the staffs of these manufacturors.
These percentage increuscs were quite similar to those reported at February 1, 1945,
as compared with January 1.

Tronds in Food Distribution

Wholesale grooery sales transaoted in February lnoreased 11 per oent over the
volume of doliar sales in February of last year, acoording to the monthly survey oon-
ducted by the Lominion Bureau of Statistlose February sales of chain store units
operating in the food retailing fleld were nine per ocent higher, while sales of
independent retail food stores recorded a similar advance.

Indoxes of Retail Sales in February

Consumer »urchasing continued at a high level in February and Canadian retail mer=-
chants reported sales l4 per cent greater than in February 1945, according to the monthly
survey conductoed by the Dominion Buresu of Statistios. Cumulative results indicated that
a gain of 13 per cent had ocourred in the first two months of thils year compared wilth
the similar period of 1945, Unadjusted indoxes of sales, relative to the average
monthly sales figure in the base pneriod, 1935 to 1939, stood at 167.0 for February 1946,
14647 for February 1945, and 160.2 for January, 1946,

Index Numbors of Wholesale Sales

February wholesale trading advanced 138 per oent this yvar over sales transated in
Februnry 1945, according to figures released by the Dominlon Bureau of Statisticse The
composite index of sales on the base 1935-19398100, stands at 210.9 for February 1946,
21608 for January 19iC, and 173.6 for February, 1945. Results on & regional basis
revealed smaller gains in the eastern provinces than in the west, Sales inoreased
nine per cent in the Maritimo Frovinces, 14 per cent in Quebec, 17 per ocent in Ontario,
22 per ocont in the Frairie Irovinces, and 23 per oont in British Colukbia.

New Dwolling Units in 1045

The numbor of dwolling units oreated by new building csonstructicn and by conversion
or reconversion of existing buildings in 1945 is estimated at 46,960, according to a
survoy conducted by the Dcminion Bureeu of Statisticse Of this total, 41,032 or 07.4
per oent were created by new building construction, and 5,923 or 12.5 por cont by the
oconvorsion or reconvorsion of existing buildings.

On the basie of cifferent types of new buildings, the greatest number of dwelling
units werc croated by tho construction of single dwellings:. Second in Iimportance were
thoso coroated by conversicrs. Tho now dwelling units oompletod in 1945 included 31,970
in singld dwellings, 1,734 in semi-detzched or doubles, 2356 in rows »r terraces, 1,90
in duprlexes, 1,044 in trirloxes, 2,965 in arartments, 966 in buildings ocontalning
business nremises and coartments or flats, 173 unclassified, and 5,920 conversinnse

Tho econamic ané sociul significance underlying the development of suburben or
motroroliten crcus foousscs attention on thoese localities. .lthough fow citics csoape
it entiroly, thoere are 12 rrinciral citios in Cinuda in which this type of Cevclorment
is rertioularly ;revelort. Theso 12 erces oompriso 117 munioirelitics with an o, ¢rcgato
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population of 3,901,300, in whiech a total of 17,748 now dwelling units wers complotdd in
1946, including 4,797 in Montroal, 3,456 in Toronto, 2,876 in Vanoouver, 1,497 in Ottawa,
1,259 in Winnipeg, 1,054 in yveboo, 747 in Windsor, €650 in Viotoria, 613 in Hamilton,

446 in London, 189 in Halifax, and 163 in St. John.

e ————

Rogistrations of Motor Vohiclos in 1944

Thore was & minor dooline of Q.6 per eont in the numbor of motor vehioles registerad
in Canada in 1044 as compared with the preceding year, apoording to flgures released dy
the Uominion Bureau of Statistiocs. The total was 1,502,567 as oanpared with 1,511,845
in 1943+ Tassonger oar registrations fell to 1,177,550 from 1,193,827, while commoroial
vehiolos advanced to 300,964 from 301,622« There were fewer motor oycles registered, the
total being 15,045 a8 ocompared with 16,396 in 1943,

Listilled Liquor Industry in 1544

Whiskies and other potable spirits produced in Canada during 1944 and put in bond
for maturing totalled ¢,502,038 proof gallons with an inventory walue of $4,925,320, while
whiskios and other potable spirits sold during the year either bottled or in bulk total-
led 6,347,403 proof gallons valued at $31,615,362, Other important produscts weres un=
matured aloohol, cenatured, 8,896,616 proof gallons valued at 4,767,514, and urmmatured
aloohol, Lot denatured 17,824,944 proof gallons valued at 5,206,007 In order to avoid
dupliecation, the prime cost of spirits produced in previous years and bottled or shipped
in bulk during 1944, must be deducted from the value of produotion in order to arrive at
the value of new products made by the industry in 1944.

Car Loadinge on Canadien Railways

Car loadings on Cenadlan railways for tho week ended Maroh 30 deelined to 69,48C
oars from 71,104 cars for the preceding week, but were well above last year's loadings
of 62,465 oarse The prinecipal dsoreasos from the previous week were in grain and ooal,
logs, poles and cordwood, pulp wood and wood pulp and papore

Reports Issued Luring the Veek

1+ The Railway Rolling Stook Industry, 1944 (25 oents).
2, Monthly Dalry Roview of Canada, Marech (10 cents).
3¢ Housing Statistios -« Lwelling Units - Type of Buildings and Types of
Construotion, 1945 (26 ocnts).
4e Medicinal and Tharmaoceutionl Froparations Industry, 1944 (25 cents).
5+ Indexes of Retail Sales, Fobruary (10 ocents).
6e The Highway and the Motor Vehicle, 1944 (25 cents)e
7« Indexes of Wholesale Sales, February (10 ocents).
8e Production of Ircn and Steel, February (10 cents)e
S¢ Estimates of the Output and Slaughter of Moat Animals and Consumntion
of Meats in Canada, 1945 (10 cents)e
9. Current Trends in Food Distribution, February (10 cente).
1U. dan-Houre and Hourly Earnings, February 1 (10 ocents)e.
11« Mineral Froduction of Canada, 1945 (25 cents)e
12, Canadian Grain Statistice - Weekly (10 oents)e
13. Canadian Milling Statisties, February (1C conts).
14+ Car Loadings on Canadian Railways - Weekly (10 conts),
15, Statistioal Report on the Operation of tho Unomployment Insurance
Aot, February (10 cents).
16+ Weekly Earnings of Employees Engaged in the Manufacturing Industrics
of Canada, Janmuary (25 oents).
17. Asbestos, January (10 oents).
13. Lomestic Type Electric Refrigerators, February (10 cents)e
20. Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 ocents).
21, Copper and Nickel Production, January (10 ocents).
22, Listilled Liquor Industry, 1044 (25 oonts).
23. Economic Conditions Lurirz First Two Months of 1948 (25 cents).
244 Stocks of Lalry and Toultry Products, Arril 1 (10 ocnss).
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