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Four of tho six faotors indieanting the trend of cconomie conditions rose in Mareh
ver thoe prooceding monthe Indexes °f the rhysieal volume of business, Dominien bond
oricee and bank doposits reachod highor lovels thun in the second month of tho yeare 4
minor inorease was recorded in wholesale ypriees, the index on the base of 1926 rising
fram 10446 to 174.%s The ndvance in bond prices was 2 striking cevelomment of the
monthe Considerable increases were shown in provinecial bulences, notice and demand de-
nogits, while Dominion balances with the chartered banks receded to a lower positions
The index of oommon stock prices showed minor recessicn to 119.2 against 12147 in the

nreceding monthe

The index of the rhysical volume of business reocrded en inorense of about 8.6 per
ocont, the stending in March having beon 191e4e 4 oonsiderable rnumber of the components
roachod hichor levels in the third month of the yeare icdvences were reccrded in mineral
oroduction and in the now business obtained by the construction industrye 4 minor in-
oronse wus shown In the ocutrut of electrie power, while the index of distribution,
based upon railway treffioc, internal and externsl trade, rose froum 16647 to 17649
aftor seasonnl adjustment, advoncos were shown in carloacdings, imports and exports.

Gold receipts at the Mint rose from 220,564 fine ounces to 232,376, & minor re=-
eession, howsver, having been shown after seasonsl adjustment. The index of manufac-
turing procuoction recedod more than seven polnts to 10047 The milling industry was
moro active in the lantost avalilable monthe The ocutput of sugar showed a contra-geasgonal
recossions The oignrettes released frum bond doclined from 1,106 million in Pebruary
to 967 millione The increase in the reloasc of eigars waos less than normal for the
seasone

The mecat packing industry was slightly more astive in March, the index moving ur
nearly five points to 140e4s. The inorease in the output of dairy preducts was [ reater
then normal for the monthe Ueoline was shown in the export of ocanned salmone The cute
out of boots and shoes showed an increese less than normal for the seeson in the latest
available monthe The textile industry was more active, the index for the zroup rising
from 131 to 139.

The output of newsprirt was at a maximum but the increase after seasonal adjustment
was less than normal for the seasone 4 gain was recorded in the outward shipments of
planks and boards, while wood pulp and shingles recoded to a lower points Further
tmprovement wes shown in the amount of timber seeled in British Columbiae The inorease
in the ocutnrut of stcel ingots and oastings was lesas than normal for the season, while
the output of plg iron rose from 143,171 to 152,049 tcnse Aetivity in the secondary
iron and steel industry showed recessicn In the latest month.

The new business obtained by the construetion industry was exceptional for the
monthe The total of contrects cwarded wes (576 million against :33.1 million, the
index rising from 256 to 42¢. Tho osutput of eleectrio powor was 3,537 million kllowantt
hours against 3,103 million in the preceding month, the increase being greater than
normal for the seasone

The index of tons ecarried by the steam railways was 13247 in lMarch against 174.5
in Februarye Rotall and wholescle sales recorded advances in the latest available

month, Imnorts were (13949 million ageinst §117,0 million. Exports advanced from
3164,7 million to nearly 413040 million.

Qutput of Domestic Washing ilochines

Troduotion of dmestio-type washing machines during Mereh amounted to 9,605 units,
>f whioh 7,235 were elootrio, 024 gascline nnd €32 handecperated machines, according to
a renort relenged by the Daminlon Buresu of Statistics. The March ocutput caompares with
3,515 units in February and 4,942 in January, making a total production for the three
months of 27,152 units, of whioh 24,000 were eleotrio machines. Imports of cdomestio
washing meehines totelled €76 units during Moreh cnd 1,012 during the three months,
while exports smounted to 236 and 1,312 units, respeotively.




External Trade cf Canada in March

Canada's extermal trade, exoluding gold, was valued at $319,922,000 in Maroh as com=
pared with $271,731,000 in February and 3439,493,000 in Moroch 1945, according to figures
releasod by tho Dominion Bureeu of Statistioss The decline of 27 per cent as compared
with tho corresponding month of last year was more moderate than that recorded for February
and was duo, as in that month, to the virtuanl ocessatlon of shipments of war materials and
oquipmente For the first quartor of the curront year oxternal trade aggrogated $923, 306,
000 as oomparod with $1;155,775,000 in tho similar period of 1846.

Domestic merchandise exports from Cenada in March were valued at £178,377,000 as GOmM=
pared with $301,175,000 in March 1945, a decline of $122,798,000 as compared with a drop
of $119,671,000 in total trades Exports in the iron, non-ferrous metals and miscellancous
groups of commoditles were sharply lower, whlle advanoss were reocorded in agrioultural and
vegetable products, and wood and paper productse

Merohandise imports in March showed a further advance, being vaIued at $139,949,000
as oompared with $132,486,000 in March 1945, Gains were recorded also for Fobruary end
January, the total for tho first quarter of tho yoar rising %o $397,266,000 as compared
with $374,544,000 for tho first three months of 1945.

March exports of foroign oommodities amounted to 1,595,489 as oompared with $65,83),~
469 in Maroh 1945, The throee~month total was $5,440,566 as against $13,193,698 for the
first quarter of 1945,

Cannda's Morohandisc Imports in March

Cenada's morchandise imports in Merch were valued at $139,949,000 as compared with
3116,996,000 in Febrwary and $132,486,000 in March 1945, acocording to figuros roleased by
tho Dominion Pureau of Statisticse The totnl for the first three months -f the ourrent
yoar was $397,255,000 as comparsd with $374,544,000 ir the corresponding period of 1945.

Commodity imports from the United States were lower at $100,132,000 es against §1086,
334,000 in March 1945, the total for the threc months of the ourrent ysar being $283,583,«=
000 as against $299,954,000 last yoar. Imports from the United Kingdom edvanced in value
to $14,435,000 as compared with $9,284,000 iast yeer, and the three-monthe! total to $47,~
496,000 as compared with 25,418,000 in the similar period of 1945

Among British Empire countries, imports from British India in March were valued at
$2,141,000 as ocompared with $3,099,000 in the oorrespcnding month of last yearj Australia,
$2,002,000 as oompared with 41,713,0003 British Guiana, {1,018,000 as egainst $860,000;
British East Africa, $983,000 as against $152,000; New Zealand, $842,000 as oompared with
$137,0005 and British South Afriea, $730,000 as compared with $510,000e

Among foreign oountries, commodity imports from Mexioo were valued at 2,106,000 as
oompared with $1,687,000 in March 1945; Venezuela, $1,384,000 ($926,000)3 Honduras, $1,-
370,000 ($659,000;; Brazll, $732,000 ($451,000)s Colombia, $658,000 ($1,062,000); Guatemala,
$652,000 ($47,000); Switzerland, $687,000 f$453,ooo)u

Cost of Living at April 1

The Dominicn Bureau of Statistios cost=ofe=living index advanced from 120.1 for March 1,
to 12008 for April 1, 1946, The principal part of this inorease came from the food group,
which rose from 133s1 to 135.1e Prioe inoreases for butter, pork produots, and vegetables
wore mainly responsible for the ohang® recorded by the food indexe Three cther group in-
dox changes wore for fraotional amounts only. XMomofurnishings and services rose from 120.4
to 12067, clothing from 123,1 to 12362, and miscollancous items from 110e¢ to 11140 Fuel
and light remoined unchanged at 107.2, and rentals at 11263+ The April, 19546 cost=ofe
1living index of 1208 oxcooded slightly the wartime high level of 12045 recorded for
August; 1945,

Production of Asphalt Roofing

Canadien production of asphalt roofing matorials in March inoludod 373,967 squares of
shinglos and rolled roofing and 3,597 tone of felts enc shoathing o comparoed with 32%,« 3

32) squures of the former und 3,282 tons of tho lattor in Februury, aaoording to figures
rolonsed ty tho Jominion Zureau of Stntlstios. Those flgures oomiared with production of
278,836 squeres and 4y060 tons respootively in March 1394S5.
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Employment Situation at March 1

Industrial employment throughout the Dominion showed a further moderate contraction
et March 1, in a seasonal movement which did not differ greatly in extent from that in-
diceted as normal in the exparienco of the period since 1920, states the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics in its monthly bulletin on tho employment situation oand payroll statistics,
The decline was decidedly smallor than tho loss reportod at Fobruary 1 as comparod with a
month earlier, and was also less than that at March 1 of last yoar,

The 15,644 ostablishmonts co-operating in tho Burcau's latost survey of omploymont -

and payrolls had a combined working forco of 1,702,583 men and womon, a rcduction of 2,522 -

persons, or 0,1 por cont, as comparod with 1,705,505 at Fobruary l. On tho other hand,
tho wockly salarios and wages paid at tho date under roviow, aggrogating £55,249,434,
showod an ineroaso of 1.3 por cont ovor tho amounts disburscd by the same firms at the
boginning of February,

Tho rclativoly slight shrinkage in industrial omploymont lowored the indox, on tho
1926 basc, from 167.,2 at Fcbruary 1 to 166,9 at tho datoc undor roviow, as comparod with
178,2 a yoer carlicr, Thc scasonally-corrocted figuro showod little chango, boing 173.7
7t Fubruary 1 and 173,9 at ilarch 1,

Thore was a small rocossion of a oontra-soasopald character in manufucturing at tho

bYoginning of March, ropoating tho oxpcerienco at tho same date in 1945 and 1944; thosc three

belng the only yeors in the rocord in which tha trond at March 1 has boon downward. The
*'ncrul loss was not on a largo sealo, approximatoly 1,300 porsons hoving been rcloascd
sirce February 1. The most pronounced docl incs took placo in animal-foed factorics,
moinly in the mcateprocossing division, in which scasonal inactivity was o factor, tho
controction being groster thanusual for tho time of ycar, although rathor smallor than |
th:t indicated at March 1, 1945, Thero was also a fairly largo reduction in iron and )
st.cl works, rosulting mainly from shortago of matorials brought about by the stoal

striko in tho Unitod Steates,

Arong the non-manufacturing elassos, logging, transportation and construction and

\

naintonanca showed ocurtailmont, chicfly of a scasonal characters Thoro wus littlo general

change in sorviecos, while oxpansion was roportod ingining, communications and trado. Tho
advancos wera contrary to the usual movormonts in thoso industries at tho boginning of

Morch,

Claims for Uncomployment Insuranco in Merch

Dceline was rocorded in tho number of aprlications flor unomploymont insurancc bee
nofit in Murch as comparcd with tho proceding month, according to figuros roloasod by the
Dominion Burcau of 8tatistics, The number filed in Maroh this yoar was 50,706 as come
parod with 59,098 in Fobruary, and 13,307 in larch last yoar. January of this year, with
71,932 claims, ropresents the high point in tho monthly figuros.

Therc was a rcduction alseo in tho number of live clains in force at tho ond of March,
tho total being 154,820, as comparod with 161,997 at tho end of Fobruary. The March, 1945,

figuro was 27,110, Insuranco offiocs ndjudicatod 61,059 claims in Maroh, 48,875 boing
eonsiderod ontitlod to bonofit and 12,184 not ontitled to bonofit. \

Benofit was paid to 156,180 porsons who received 87,205,264 for 3,461,900 conponsatod
uncnployed days during Haroh. This eomparcs with 139,222 porsons paid 885, 902 519 NoT
24901,809 days during February ond 32,153 porsons paid 21,523,429 for 783, 399 days 1n
‘"rch 194%. The avercgo duration of tho unemployment oonpensatod was 22.2 days in MNorch,
20, € days in Februury and 24,4 days in March, 1945 Tho uvorggc anount of benofit pnid
pcr bonoficiary was 346,13 in Mareh, 342,40 in Fobruary and $47,38 in March, 1945 Tho
avorage anount poid por componsatdd day of unonmploymont was $2,08 in March, $2,03 in
Fobruary, and $1.94 in Maroh, 1945,

Froduoction of Electric Rofrigurators in larch

Manufaeturoe of domostic=typo olactric refrigoratdrs showed o furthor advance in
Mapeh, omounting to 4,189 units as ccnparod with 3,295 units in Februery and 2,384 in
Jzmunary, according tn figures issuod 5y the D: "1n1)n Burocu of “tatisties. Inports of
cenmplote olectric refrigorstors of all trpeos during iaursh vroro also highar, numbering
€32 w:its =s apadnst 200 unite iz $h frovims neath and 20) units- in Jandary.

T
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Acreage Intentions for Field Crops in 1946

Canadian fermers intend to seed approximately 3,000,000 more acres to whecat thls year
than in 1945, according to tho annual Spring survey conduoted as of April 30 by the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, This incresso will bo obtainod largoly at the oxponso of
oats, barloy and summorfallow, The acreage figures obtained from farmors are morely
indicativo of thoir plans at the ond of April, and doponding upon oonditions affecting
;ooding subsequont to April 30, noroagos actually sceded may vary considorably from these

orocasts.

Tho ccrcago intonded for whoat in 1946 is estimated at 26,451,000 acros as comparcd
with 23,414,100 acres in 1945, an ovor=-all inoreaso of 13 por cont or 3,036,900 acres,
Tho incrense in the Prairio Provincos which amounts to 3,265,000 ncres is groator than
thom?t incrense for all Canada, this somcwhat unusual situation being acesunted for by
a concurront decrcasc of 230,000 acraes in Ontario's fall wheat sceding from that of tho
provious ycor, Saskatchowan's sharo of the incroasod whoat dcroage over last yoar is
ostimatod at 1,905,000 acres; Alborta shows an incroase of 955,000 aeres and Manitoba
follows with an increcase of 405,000 acres. Exprossod as poroontage incroasos over the
1945 sooded ocronge, Manitoba's cstimated inorecase amounts to 19 por ocont, with Saskat-
vhewan and Alberta cach oxhibiting an increase of 14 per cont.

Should the country's intondod whoat aorcage as sot out abovd be realized, Canada's
whoot acrongo in 1946 will almost aqual that of 1939 when 26,756,500 acres were socdod %o
whoat, Tho figure would, howovor, still bo well below the rocord yoarof 1940 when
Canadian farrors scoded 28,726,200 acros to wheat,

For the Dominion as n wholo the indicated acroage to bo secdod to oats is 13,691,900
neras as comparcd with 14,393,200 acros in 1945, a decreaso of fivo per cant., All of tho
decroase appears to be accountod for in tho Prairio Provincos, Manitoba's acreage is
cxpectod to bo down throo por cont, whilo Saskatchowan and Alberta oach antioipato a
docroased sooding of nino por cont es comparcd with last yoar's figures. Nowva Scotia,
Juoboe and Ontario intond to inergase thoir oat scedings ovor 1945 by four por cont,
six por cort and four por cont, rouspootively. Littlo, if any, change is anticipated
by tho rormaining provinces. '

" Tho intcndod barley acrecage for Conada is estimated at 6,737,500 as comparod with
7,350,100 in 1945, 2 dooreaso of oight por cont, Again, praoctically all of tho docroas:
may bo ascribed to the Prairie Provinces, +anitoba's scoding intentions indicato a ro-
duction of soven per cont while Alborta end Saskatohowan anticipato barloy acreages will
bo docreased by cight por cont and 11 per ocent, respoctively, from last yoar. .ll othor
provinces with the exception of Jucheo (which shows a two por cont inoremse) indieato
slightly low:r barloy acroages for this yoar,

The intondod 1946 flax figure of 1,049,000 acros for all Canada is only one per cont
below the 1945 level of 1,059,200 acres. While tho cvor-all picture has changod littlo,
thore appoars to be a ecnsidorable shiPt in producticn as botwoon provincos, Alborta,
Saskatchowan and Ontario antieipato deorcasos of 13 per cont, fivo per cent and fivo por
cont, resroctively, while Manitoba oxpoots to soed at loast 115 per cont of her last
yoar's aorcage.

Stoeks and Varketings of Whoat and Coarse Grains

The visible supply of Canadian wheat in North ’moriean positions ot nid-night on
Yoy 2 was approximatoly one=-quartor the volume hold on theo oorrosponding date of last
year, according to figures roloasod by the Deminion Burodu of Statistics. Total for the
latost deto was 81,561,935 bushels as conpared with 321,588,226 on the corrosponding
dote of last yoar. Latest stock figure ineludod 81,080,272 bushels in Cenadian positions
and 481,663 bushels in Unitod Stotos positions, as ocompared with 301,004,993 bushels and
20, 583,233 bushols, respectivoly, on the corresponding dato of last year, :

Doliverios of whoot from forms 4in the Prairio Provinces worc roduyced during tho
wook cnded May 2, the total "~b8ing 2,728,797 bushols as comparod with 3,518,623 in tho
srocading wock. Markotings of whoat from farms in wastorn Canada fron the cormenconont
of the prosont crop yoor to May 2 gggrogntod 206,533,896 bushols as compercd with 291, -~
222,125 in the similar poriod of the preeoding crop yoor,

Th., followin: ocvantitics of conrsc arains wore clsc 2cliveroed fron farms in the
Ip-irie Frovinsss “urim: €. wml anded “uy 2, totals for €he lrocuding weok bedng in
sroclets:  otts, 2,206,146 (2,1%7,13%) ‘ushels; berloy, 635,527 (675,308); rvo, 19,645
(15,562); flaxsoud, 3,870 (10,571L) ustols.
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Dairy Produotion in April

Creamery butter production in April amounted to epproximateoly 196 million pounds,
e decronso of 6e7 por cont as comparcd with tho output of nearly 21 million pounds in
April 1945, acoording to figuros released by the Dominion Burgau of Statistiose Thereo
wore deoronsos in all provinoos oxoept Princo Edward Island, New Brunswick and Quebeo,
the most pronouncod doclinos being in Ontario, Saskatchewan and British Columbiae

For the four months, January to April, production aggrogated 497 million pounds as
oompared with 677 million pounds in tho oorresponding period last year, an over-all
deoroaso of almost 14 por conts Total output in the four months was lower for every
provinco than in the like period of 1945, with the greatest drop in produotion roocorded
for Ontario and the four wosternm provinoosae

Choddar choese production in April showod a decrease of approximately 33 per ocent
as comparod with the corresponding month of last year, amounting to 68 million pounds
as against 1002 million poundse The total for the four months was 12.56 million pounds
as against 18,7 million poundse Aprll production deoreased in all provinoes except
Prince Edward Island ~nd Nor Brunswicko Figures for Ontario and Queboc, the leading
producing provinoces, wore about 36 and 31 per cont, respectively, belsw those of April
19454

Ioe oroam made in Lpril amountod to approximeately 1.4 million gallons eas compared
with 16 million gallons in April 1945, For the four months, January to April, the out=
put was 346 million gallons as against noarly four million gallons in tho similar period
of last yoare Manufaoturc of conoentratod milk produots totallod 28.3 million pounds in
April, rogistoring a modorcte decroaso of one per ocent as compared with the ocorres-
ponding month of last yoar, and comprised 23.5 million pounds of conocentratod whole milk
products and 4,8 million pounds of concontrated milk by-produotsa

Coal Output and Imports in February

Produotion of ooal in Canada during Fobruary totalled 1,638,333 tons, an inorcase of
9 per oent ovor the outpu*r of 1,504,759 tons in the corrosponding month >f 1945, tho
Dominion Burcau of Statistics roportse The January output was 1,816,640 tons, showing an
incroase of 7 per cent over the figuro for January 1045.

Output for February ineiuded 1,397,191 tons of bituminous coal, 367,413 tons of sub=
bituminous coal and 173,729 tons of lignite ccale Production in Alborta amounted to 831,w
332 tons; Ncva Scotia, 455,612 tons; Saskatchowan, 173,729 tons; British Columbie, 164,316
tons; New Brunswilck, 23,294 tonsa

Imports of coal into Oanada during February totalled 1,302,801 tons as compared with

776,770 tons in Fobruary 1945, while exports amounted to 43,656 tons as against 72,203
tonse

Coko Produotion in Februarz

Production of ccke from ovens and gas rotorts during February amounted to 298,899 tons
as oomparod with 315,923 tcns in the prooceding month and 314,083 tons in Fobruary 1945, ao-
oording to figures roleoasod by the Dominion Bureau of Statistios.. Tomnage produced during
Fobruary was made up of 83,558 tons from Ncva Scotia, New Brunswiok and Quebec,, 191,881
tons from Ontarlo and 23,460 tons from wostern Canadae

Produetion of Crude Petrolcunm

Canadian output of orudo potroleum and natural zasoline in Deccmber 1945 emounted
to 666,069 barrels, making a totel output of 8,569,197 barrols for 1945 as oomparod with
1):099,404 barrels in 1944, according to figures reloased by tho Dominion Buresu of
Statistios, Tho Docombor produotion comparos with 653,722 baryols in Novumbor and 879,e
12< berrois in Docomber 1944,

Output cCuring Doocmbor in Alborte totalled 642,553 borrcls; Now Brunswiok, 2,200;
Oatario, 9,250; Saskotchowen, 4,415; cnd tho Northwost Tcrritorios, 8,363 barrcls.
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Salos of Menufaoturod and Natural Gas in Fobruary

8alos of manufactured ges by disiributing oompanios in Canada totalled 29196,695,000
oubio foet during Fobruary, eocccrding to flguros released by tho Dominion Bureau of
Statistioses Of this amount, 1,137,015,000 oubio foet were for domestio uso, other than
houso heatingj 383,906,000 for industrial uses and 361,857,000 cubic feet for oommorcial
usce Salos of natural gas during tho month amounted to 4,307,334,000 oubio feet, of which
2,447,238,3C0 wore for decmostic uso, 1,117,744,000 for oommerecianl use, and 724,230,000
oubio foet for industrial uses

Production of Iron and Steel in March

Produotion of pig irorn in Canade in Maroch fell to 158,045 net tons from last year's
oorresponding tonnage of 165,017, acoording to figures released by tho Dominion Bureau of
Statisticse First-quarter output also was lower, amounting to 444,905 not tons as oome
pared with 471,273 in the similar perlod of 1545,

Maroh output of stoel ingots and steel castings movod down to 249,117 net tons from
tho March 1945 figuro of 277,461 net tonse Produoction in the latest month inoluded 240, =
589 tons of ingots and 8,528 tons of castingse Combined output for the first threo months
of this yoar was 727,633 tons as ocompared with 796,647 in the same period of 1945.

Produotion of forro-alloys in March cmountod to 8,¢05 net tons as oompared with ;
10,372 in the precoding month and 16,434 in March 1945, the total for tho first quarter
of 1946 amounting to 30,1556 not tons as comparod with 41,966,

Copper Production and Exports in Fobruary

Canadlan production of now copper in February amounted to 28,298,803 pounds as ocame
parod wlth 32,021,065 pounds in Januery and 39,903,030 pounds in February 1945, acocording
to flguros roleased by tho Dominion Bureau of Statisticse The total of 350,319,368 pounds
for tho first two months of tho year compares with a total of 84,284,508 pounds for tho
simllar period of 1945, Jutput of refinod ocopper totalled 26,217,617 pounds in February
and 54,750,403 pounds in the two months January end Februarye

Exports of oopper ore, ooncontrates and mate during February amounted to 2,980,000
pounds valuod at $208,600, and of copper ingots, bars, slabs and billets to 14,287,700
pounds valued at ¢1,031.723c Totals for the two months weros ore, concentratos and matte,
5,638,000 valuod at $394,6603 ingots, bars, slabs and billets, 39,129,900 pounds at $5,030,=
7400

Fobruary Produotion and Exporis of Nidlel

Niokel produotlon in Uanada during February was reooorded at 12,450,169 pounds, stetos
the monthly report izsuod by the Dominion Burecau cf Statisticse This compares with oute
put of 13,823,097 pounds in January and 20,724,884 pounds in February 1945, Total output
for the flrst two months of the yoar was 26,273,266 pounds as against 44,495,152 pounds
in the oorrespondiry poeriod of last yeare. Exports of niokel totanlled 9,333,800 pounds
valuod at 2,346,000 in Fobruary, and 20,910,600 pounds valued at $5,341,875 in the two
monthse

Stooks of Non-Ferrous Sorap Metel

Stooks of non-ferrous sorap metals in Canada at the end of Fobruary, as reported by
dealers to tho Dominlon Buroau of Statistics, wore as follows:: (figures for first of month
in braokots)s aluminum scrap, 8,229,135 é8,007,859 pounds3 brass and bronze sorap, 6,310,=
178 (6,244,763)3 oopper scrap, 3,077,819 (3,192,734); magnesium sorap, 33,706 (38,706)s
nickel sorap, 179,291 (1569,783); tin-ioad sorap, 8.:.5,260 (7,400,031); zino scrap, 703,691
(594,416); drosses, 333,332 (5U%,761) pounds. !
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Building Permits in Maroh

Now housing units roprosented in the building permits issued by munioipalitios re-
porting to tho Dominion Buregqu of Statistios totalled 4,061 in March es ocmpared with
1,956 in tho precoding month and 1,742 in the oorresponding month of last yeare Of the
total for Maroch thls year, 3,600 permits woere for new buildings, inoluding 2,793 single
dwollings, 276 doublos and duplexes, 69 triplexes, and 420 flats and apartmentss Cone
versions in March numbered 381,

During the firast threo months of the ocurrent year, permits were issued for the cone
struotlon of 3,034 dwelling units es oompared with 3,647 in the oorresponding perioed of
the preocding year. First-quarter total for this year inoluded permits for the aconw
struotion of 7,162 now buildings, comprising 5,731 eingle dwellings, 410 doubles and
duplexes, 105 triplexes, 601 flats and apartments, end 286 with business premisoss
Thore were also 872 convorsionse

The value of new residentinl buildings, additions and repairs thereto, was {$17,862,=
827 in Maroch this yoar, $7,519,012 in February, and $7,326,622 in the ocorrespanding month
of last yoare Tho apgrogn'e value of new residontial b8ildings, and additions, etoe
amounted to 334,116,160 during the first three months of this yoar es oompared with
913,176,779 in tho samo poriod of 1945

The total velus of building permits issued by municipelities oovered by the monthly
survey reached e total of 35,733,524 as oompared with J16,562,616 in the preceding month,
and 012,752,715 in tho ocorresponding month of last yeere The total for March this yoar
inoludod {27,993,553 for now construction, and 7,739,971 for additions, alterations
and ropairse Industrial and oommerciel permites in March werc valued at $16,525,064.

For the first threo months of the ourrent year, permits weroc issuod to the velus of
367,566,933 as oompared with $25,401,381 in the similer period of 1945, an advance of
166 per oente

Indexes or Rotail Sales in March

The dollar volume of sales in Canadian retail stores wae 26 per oent higher in March
than in tho procoding month and was groater by eight per eent than in Maroch last yoar,
aooording to flguros releascd by the Dominion Bureau of Statistlose Unadjuasted indexcs
of sales, on the base 1935~19392100, stood at 21043 for March, 167.0 for February and
19443 for March, 1945 Sales in the first querter of tho present year averaged 1l per
gont higher than in the similar period of 1945,

Those trades whioh spocialize in merchandising durable household equipment continue
to foature the results for individual kinds of businesss Radlo and electriocal stores led
all other trades with a 70 per cent inoroase in Maroh of this yoar over Maroh, 1946
This outstanding gain is a rofleotion, not only of the inoreased output of radliocs and
electrioal appliances, but also of the rolatively low volume of business to whioh thase
stores were oonfinod in March a year ago when many of the oommodities nromally handled
woro not avallablee

Whologelo Sales in Narch

Wholesele sales transacted in March were 16 per cont greater than the dollar volume
of salos obtained in Maroh 1946, aocording to stateménts roceived by the Dominion Bureau
of Statistios from wholesalo establistmonts represonting nino lines of businosse Tho
gonoral index of sales on tho base 193619392100, stands ot 284.2 for March, 2104 for

February, and 20 104 for Maroh, 1945, Cumulative sales for the first quarter of this
yoar stand 13 per cont abovo Balos transasctod in the corrospon .1g throo months of 1946.

2 Subtstantial gains over Maroh last year wore roported by-ﬁhw foglowing tradoss
automotive oquipmont, 44 por cont; hardware, 30 por ocont; fovﬁk}x, 8 per contr fruits
and vogotablos, 26 por conts The drug, grocory, tobaocco and :ggz?otionory trodus caoch
rooorded 10 por oont moro businosss Clothing sclos wore up s#<for ~ont, whilo cry
goods wholosc.lors roportud o two por occnt cain in trading.
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Businoss Trends Among Indopondont Food Storos, 1941 to 1944

Roflooting tho conditions of hoightoned wartimo employmont and widoned purchasing
powor, averogo ratos of stoock turnover and volume of selos among indopendont stores
solling groceries und a combination of grocories and moats woro genorally highor in
1944 than in 1941, a semplo study of average operating rosults of unincorporatod rotail
food stores by the Dominion Bureau of Stetistiocs indicaitess On the other hand, both
gross trading profit and tctal expensus of the storos supplying reports for tho study
woro lower In proportion to saies in 1944 than in 1941, with the doclino ir tho lattor
genoraily groator than in tho former, Not sarnings beforo income taxes and withdrawals
oonsoquently were somewhat higher in 1944 than in 1041, both in proportion to sales
and in dollar figurose

Tho bulletin containing the results of this semple study is tho second recently
released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistios prosenting average operating results in
seleotod branches of retail 4rade for 1944 and, whore possible for both 1941 and 1944.
It reviows avorage rosults in 1944 for five olassifications of food storost grocory
8tores without fresh moats, combination grooery and meet stores, meat market stores,
frult and vogetable nteraos, and confeoctlonery stcross The number of reports for 1241
from continueing storos in 1914 in the last three oclasses, however, did not provide a
suffioclontly large sample for roasonable camparisons of results for those stores in the
two yoarso

For the comparative analysis of results of grocory storus without fresh meats and
oombination meat and groocery stores in 1941 and 1944, the reporiing storos were grouped
aoocording to the following amcunts of annunl saloss 1less than $20,000; $20,000 to $49,~
9993 and $50,000 and ovor; each group being furtuor divided on the oocupanocy basis of
ownoed or rontod, Results werc then ocalouleted for eacsh group and subdivisions

In tho oase of the groosry stores, the sample showed a gtock turnover in 1941 rang-
ing from a low average of 6-2 times to a high of 10s3 times, and in 1944 a rango from §e6
to 13,3 times. Sales showod incroases in 1944 ovor 1941 verying from 19 to 67 per ocente
In 1941 gross trading profib variod botweon 1405 and 15,9 per cont of ealos, whilo in 1044
tho rango was botwoon 13.3 and 1502 por cont. Total opoerating exponsos in 1941 avoraged
from 7ol por ount “~ 10s% per cont of sales ~nd in 1944 from 5¢8 to 9.3 per ocont, payrolls
romaining relatively etablu in relation to size of businoss, and rontals, doclining in
relation to saleso Not carnings before income tax and withdrawals averagod from 4.4 to
3¢5 per oont of salos in 10%Z! and from 503 %o 8.4 per cont in 1944, The avorago proprio~
tor's net earnings in doliars per stcro for tho sample ranged from $771 to 33,738 in 1941,
while in 1944 tho rarge was from $1,249 to 35,319, the iow and the high figures in each
yoar being in the smnllost and tho largest business respeotivelye

Results reoorded from the sample for combina®tion stores showed closoly parallel
rosults to those for grocory stores wlthout moatse 8tcck turnover showed an inoroase fram
avorages of 0.2 to 19 times Iin 1941 to 10¢7 to 25o3 times in 15443 tho valuo of salos in
1944 rose by amounts varying from 27 to 56 per cont and averaging about 39 per ocont over=
alljy gross tirading profit decreased from avorages ranging from 16,6 to 24 rer ocent of sales
In 1941 to 13,8 to 22.2 p er cent in 1944; and to*al operating exponses moved down from &
1941 range of 102 to 130l por oent of sales to ocno of 33 to 108 per conte The Iow
avorage for proprietor’s net oarnings inoreesod from 2.6 in 1341 to 4.1 por oont of ealos
fn 1944, while the high average doolined from 13.8 to 13:2 per ocont of snles, tho trend
being upward for the greaiw: part of the samplo, howevor. Average proprietor's net earn-
ingas rose from a rango of $U68 to §3,920 in 1941 and $1,321 to 04,462 in 1544.

The bulletin roviews in detall the trends of business for the five classes of food

storos in 1944, the studios being made in response to a demand for such information from
rotall morochantse

Qutput of Contrel Eloctrio Stations

Contral oleotie atations in Canade produced 3,537,104,200 kilowatt hours during March
as oompared with 3.506,511,000 kilowatt hours in tho oorrosponding month of 1945 and 3,163,=
211,000 kilowatt hours durirg February. according to figures roloased by tho Dominion
Buronu of Statisticss Primary powor output doolined from 2,946,447,000 kil >watt hours in
March 1945 to 2,061,744,000 kil-watt hours, while outpu% of secondary powor roso from 640,=
63,200 to 675,360,900 kiliwatt hours. For tho first quarter of 1946 consumption of
srimary power wag 266 per cont boluw that for the corresponding rorisd of 1345, whilo oone

sum tion of sccordary rowor was up by 1l.4 rer cont.
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Faotory 8ales of Llootrioc Btoragce Batterius

8aleos of clootrio storago botterios and parts by prineipel Canadian produeors during
Mnroh wore valuod at (765,946 ne comporod with 774,357 in February, ascording to figuros
oompilod by tho Dominion Bureau of Statistiose Tho March sales included 109,577 battorios
valuod at 534,029 for tho ignition of intormal ocambustion onginos; 10,430 colls at 6O,
276 for farm lighting plants; 920 colls at $22,575 for rallway services 1,223 battorics
at {4,962 for motor-oyolo usoj battorios for other purposes, ineluding tolophone switohw
boards, valued at {63,526; and miscellanecus parts and supplics at $35,170

Oor Loadings on Canadian Railways

Car loadings on Cenndian rallwaye for the woek endod April 27 amountod to €5,411
care as oompared with 60,636 oars for the previous week (depreuaed by the holiday) and
Tl,4€1 oars for the oorrosponding weok last yoare Loadings in the gastern division dow
olined from 46,172 onrs in 1946 to 43,725 ocars, and in the western division from 25,289
to 21,606 oarse

Loadings of grain deolined from 11,671 oars in 1945 to 6,601 aars, Iive stook from
2,099 to 1,691 oars, frosh moats fram 660 to 357 oars, eoal from 5,001 to 4,147 oars,
pulpwocd from 2,633 to 2,002 ears, and automobiles, trucks and parts from 1,651 to 968
carsp Sand, stono, gravel, etos inoreased from 2,800 to 3,639 cars, gasoline and olls
from 2,533 to 3,099 oars, wood pulp and paper from 3,126 to 3,866 oars, and morchandise
(lecels) fram 16,257 to 17,542 carse

Revonuoes and Expenses of Railwaye in January

Canndlan roilways earned 66,796,577 during Jamery as sompared with $58,388,550 in
January 1945, according to figures roloased by the Dominion Buroau of Statistiocss Froight

rovenues deolined by 53 per ecent, and passconger revenues by 3.8 per cont, for decroases in

rovonue ton milos of 2.2 por oent, and in passongor miloe of 10 per ocente Oporating oxe

ponsos wore inoreased from 50,760,561 to y52,637,332 or by 37 per cent, and tho oporating

ingcomo wue roduced from (4,607,065 to 135,087 The total pay roll was roducod from $29,—
973,729 to $29,770,660 or by $203,069, for an inorease in tho numbor of employces from
167,621 to 166,591e

Roports Issuod during the Wook

1s Produotion of Iron and Stool, March (10 ocents)e

2. Oporating Rovonues, Exponsos & Btatisties of Rallways, January (1C oonts)e
3+ Monthly Reviow of Dairy Produotion, April (10 oents{t

4e Canndien Gréin Statistios - Wookly (10 oconts)e

5¢ Intontions to Flant Fiold Cropse Winter=killing and Spring Condition of Fall Thoate

Fall Ryo, and Bay end Olover Meadowss Progress of Spring S8eodings (10 conts)e

6e Trade of Canada, Maroch (10 conts)e

7o Summary of Canada's Imports for Consumption, March {10 conts)e

8e Imports into Canade for Consumption, by Gountries, Maroh (10 oonts)e

9« Employmont Situation at Boeginning of March (10 ocents)a
1Ge Prioco Movemonts, April (10 conts)e

11, Monthly Report on Non-Forrous 8orap Motal and Sooondary

Non-Ferrous Ingot, Fobruary (10 conts).

12, Monthly Sales of Manufaotured and Natural Gas, Fobruary (%2 ocnts)e
13, Domestic Type Electric Rofrigerators, March (10 cents)e 1%. FRotery ecales of
Eloctrio Storage Batteries, Mareh (10 conts)s 15. Domestic Washing Machines, March
(10 oents)s 1Gs Petroleum and Natural Gas Froduotion, December (10 oonts)e 1Te
Central Elootric Stetions, March (10 conts)e 10s 4sphalt Roofing Industry, Maroh

(13 oents)e 19. Statistics of Deiry Faotories, 1044 (25 conts)y 20+ Car Loadings
on Camadian Railways — wookly (10 oonts)e 21e Coppor and Niokel Froduction, Fobruary
(10 oonts)s 22. Ccal and Coko Stetistice, February (10 oents)e 23+ Doslers? Roport
on Non~-Ferrous Scrap Motal, Fobrusry (10 conts)e 24s Tho Fortilizor Trade in Canadas
July 1, 1944 = Juno 30, 1945 (25 oonts)e 25. Traffio Rocport of Rallways, January (10
conts)s 26, Indoxes of Wholosalc Sales, March (17 oontsg. 2¥. Indoxos of Rotail 8Salos,
March (10 oconts)e 20e Curront Tronds in Food Distribution, Marsh (10 sonts)e 89
Produetion »>f Locading Minorals, February (10 ounts)e 32. Oporating Rosults of Unine

orrporatcd Rotall Sturos, Bullotin Noe 2, 1944 (25 ounts)s 31, Lastsz Troes and Woodcn

Sh-cfindinrs, 1944 (15 ocnts)s 32e Building Pormits Issucd in March (10 conts)s 33

Stotistical R3p-rt or the Cporation of tho Unempluymcut Insurance Jot, Mursh (10 ocnte).

e
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