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External Trade of Canada during 1945

The externnl trade of Canada, excluding gold, was valued at $4,863,199,000 during the
calondar year 1945, recording o decline of 7.4 por ocent from the histerical peak reached
in 1944, acoording to flzures released by the Dominion Bureau of Statisticse The balanoce
of trade was in Canada's favour to the extent of $1,681,649,000 in 1945, as compared with
e favourable balence of $1,724,200,000 in the preceding yeare

The merchandiso export trade of the Dominion during 1945 was valved at $3,218,330,-
000 as oompared with $3,439,953,000 in 1944, & reduction of 6.4 per cents The decrease
was dus to the sharp falling-off in the export movement of war matericls, the value of
goods in this oetegory emounting to $1,161,096,000, a decline of 25.3 per cente Non-war
exports, on the other hand, advanced 9.1 per cent of $2,0567,234,000.

Commodity imports in 1945 wore valued at $1,585,775,000 as compared with $1,758,898,-
000 in the proceding yvar, a decrease of S8 per cente Foreign comnodities were re-—expore
ted to tho value of 49,094,000 as compared with 43,145,000 in 1944, &n advence of 13.8
per cente

Duties colleocted on imports during 1945 acgregated $168,428,000 as compared with
£177,853,000 in the proceding year, a reduction of 53 per cent.

Canada 's Morchondise Imports in 1945

Ceneda's merchandise fmports in the oalendar year 1945 amounted to $1,585,775,000 as
oompared with §1,758,898,000 in the preceding year, a decrease of 9.8 per cent, according
to figures released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics« The decreease was due, in the
main, to lower imports of war matorials and equipmente

Commodity imports from the United States =~ the principal source of supply == were
valued at $1,202,418,000 as ccmpared with $1,447,226,000 in 1944, a decline of 1649 per
oente Imports from the United Kingdom totalled $140,517,000 as compared with $110,599,«
000, an inorease of 27el per ocente

Imports fram British India in 1945 were velued at $30,568,000 as compared with $27,-
878,000 in 1944, Venezusla $17,267,000 compared with 313,826,000, Australia $17,180,000
oompared with 312,540,000, Newfoundlend §16,600,000 compared with £9,306,000, Mexico $13,=
508,000 oompared with $13,119,000, Colombia ¥11,678,000 compared with $13,782,000, British
Guiena $9,338,000 campared with $7,225,000, Jamaioa §$9,273,000 compared with 312,624,000,
British South Africa $8,433,000 compared with §5,551,000, and Honduras $8,016,000 compared
with 1,349,000

Four of the nine mein groups of commcdity imports recorded advances in 1945 over
1944, while the remaining five registorod declinese Imports of agriocultural products rose
fram $212,655,000 in 1944 to §235,558,000, animals and animal products from 336,379,000
to $46,625,000, fibros and toxtiles from 190,575,000 to $196,761,000, wosd and paper
from §$43,636,000 to ¥49,761,000, while iron and its products fell from $428,361,000 to
$384,460,000, non=ferrous metals and products from $106,651,000 to $99,120,000, non=
motallio minerals end products from $271,014,000 to $265,405,000, chemicals and allied
produocts from $80,843,000 to $79,7569,000, and miscellancous commodities from 3388,786,000
to $228,327,000.

Claims for Unemployment Insurcnce

Olaims for unemployment insurance benefit filed in local offices across Canada during
Docember totalled 57,612, e small increase of 4,287 over the November total of 53,325,
During December 1944, 13,770 claims were recorded. All provinces excopt Nove Scotia shared
in the increase over Novembere !

Although tho number of olaims filed in December did not increase materially over
Novembor, the number cf persons signing the live uremployment register during the last
six working deys in Decomber increased to 113,386 from 85,174 during the last week of
Novembere This would indicate that olaimants are not being placed in employment so rap-
idly as before with the rosult that their claime remain activos This is true to a greater
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extent for meles than for females; the malos having increased from 64,592 in November to
91,138 in December, while the femuales increased from 20,582 in November to 22,248 in
December,

During December, 79,856 persons received one or more benefit choques totalling $3,450,«
863 as compensation for 1.684,319 days of unemployment, In November, 61,193 persons were
pald $2,509,610 for 1,244,023 compensated unemployed days, while during December 1944,
10,656 porsons were paid $337,220 for 176,084 days of compensated unemploymente

The average duratlon of the unomployment oompensated was 21.1 days in December, 20.2
days in November and 16.5 days in Deocember 1944e The average amount of benefit paid fper
beneficiary was $43.21l in December, $40082 in November and $31.65 in December 1944e The
average oamount pald per compensated day of unemployment was $2.05 in December, $2.02 in
November and $1.92 in December 1944,

Stocks and Marketings of Wheat and Coarse Groins

Stocks of Canadioan wheat in store or in transit in North Amerioce at midnight on
January 24 totalled 171,661,954 bushels as compered with 372,893,760 on the sorrosponding
date of last year. Visible stoocks In Canadian positions amounted to 135,958,502 bushels
as oompared with 335,294,865 a yoar ago, and in United States positions, 25,703,452
bushels as compared with 37,598,895

Deliverlies of wheat from farms in the Prairic Provinoes during the week ended
January 24 amounted to 2,416,854 bushels as compared with 4,178,327 in the preceding
woeke During the elapscd portion of the present crop year, marketings of wheat
totalled 132,220,231 bushels as oompared with 241,829,214 in the similar period of the
orop year 1944-45.

The following quantities of coarse grains were also delivered from farms in the
Prairio Provinces during the weok ending January 24, totals for the preceding week being
in brackets: oats, 2,581,352 (5,312,538) bushels; barley, 394,504 (664,248); rys, 16,425
(25,389)3 flaxseed, 13,883 (49,340)a

Department Store Sales in Decembor

Dollar sanles of Camnadien department stores reached a new all-time peak in Decembor
1945, when sales rose eight puir cent over the previous record established in November.
Compared with December 1944, salies galned 10 per cent, a result which is almost on a par
with the overall gain of 11 per oent in annual sales volume betwoon 1944 and 1945, Une
adjusted Indexes of sales, on the base, 1935=1939m100, stood at 2793 for December 1945,
25349 for Docember 1944, and 258.3 for November, 1945,

4 feature of thoe December regional results was the 14 per cent increase in sales in
Ontarloc stores over the same month of the preceding years Sales in Quobec inoreased nins
per cent in December, a result whioh contrasts sharply with much higher inoreases in each
of the six preceding munthse Docembor sales in the Preirie Provinces and in British
Columbia reocorded gains of eight and nine per cent, whils a more moderate advance of four
per ocent ocourred in the Maritime Previnces, Annual results showed Quebec!s 14 per cent
galn leading that of the other regions:. This compares with an annual increase for Omtario
of 12 per cent and with gains of elght, nine and 10 per cent in the Maritime Provinoces,
Prairle Provinoes and British Columbld, respectivelye.

Country General Store Sales in December

Country general store sales in December advanced 15 per cent over the November volume
of business and six per cent over sales recorded in December 1944, acccrding to index
numbers compiled by tho Daminion Bureeu of Statisticse Unadjusted indexes of sales, on

the base, 1935-19395100 stood at 20847 for December 1945, 1816 for November 1945, end
19646 for December, 1944,

During the oalendar year 1945, country general storo sales averaged 66 per cent
higher than in the preceding year, with ell provinces sharing in the advances Sales in
the Meritimes inoreased 844 per cont during 1245, Quebec 5.5 per cent, Intario 9 per cent,
Manitobe 3.8 por cent, Saskatchewan 3.3 per ocent, Alberta 5.5 per cent, and British Columbai
10.2 per ocente
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Index ¥umbers of Whelasale Prices

The general index number of wholesale commodity prioces, on the base 19262100, rose
to 10343 in December 1945, from 103.1 1In November, and 102.5 in December, 1944e Three of
the sub-group indexes advanced over the November standing, that for vegetable products
rising to 970 from 9606, iron products to 11542 from 115.,1, and non-metellioc minerals to
101,7 from 101.4¢ The index for animal products deolined to 10849 fraom 10948, and chemiocal
produots to 98¢8 from 9809 The index numbers for textliles at 91.8, wood produots at 117.6,
and non=-ferrous metals at 8l.6 were unchanged from the November recording.

Cheques Cashed Against Individual Aoccounts in 1945

Cheques oa®bod in the clearing ocentres of Canada rose to & new high position during
1945« The total was %$68.4 billion compared with $60.7 billion in 19444 Each of the five
economio areas recorded increoases not only over the preceding year but over any other year
during the period of observatlon from 1924 to the presente A new maximum had been reached
in 1944 and advances were rooorded last year in each of the five eoonomic arease The ine
orease in the Prairie Provinoces was of moderate proportions while pronounced gains were
ghown in the other regionse Tho inorease of 127 peos in the Dominion total reflected
Investment and speculative activities and slightly higher levels in prioes.

The gain in the Maritime Provinces was 17 pece, the total in 1945 having been $1,=
564 million: Bank debits showed an inorease of $2,087 million in the three ocentres of
Quebeco The total in the Provinoe was $19,309 million in 1945 compared with $17,222
million in the preceding yeares The greatest absolute inoreamse was recorded in Ontario
whore the advance was 4,640 million or 17.2 p.o. The total in the fourteen centres of
the Province during the ysar just ended was $31,543 millione.

An inorease of more than $74 million was recorded in the Prairie Provinces, the to=
tal in 1945 having been 911,562 millions The peroentage inorease in British Columbia was
groater than in any other economio areas The total for the Provinoce was $4,416 million,
an inorease of 1802 p-o-

The advance from 1929, the oulmination of the last economio oyocle was of pronounoced
propertions in each of the five oconomic arcase The Dominion total in 1929 was {46,671
million, the increase to 1945 having been more than 46 p.os The advance in the Maritime
Provinoes was fram 798 million to $1,554 million. The Quebeo total was $19,309 million
in 1945 compared with $16,484 million at the peak of the last economioc oysles The in-
orease in Cntario was from $18,543 million to $31,543 millions Cheques cachod in the
Prairie Provinces in 1929 emounted to $7,923 million, the advance having been to $11,562
million in the year under reviews The toll in British Columbia was 4,416 million in
1945 against $2,923 million in the year of references

Roteil Merchandise Trede of Canada

Sales through retail stores in Cannda exceeded the four billion dollar mark in 1944,
according to revised estimates recently completed by the Dominion Burcau of Statistios.
The estimate for 1944 stands at $4,124,200,000, an increase of 8.9 per ocent over the 1943
estimate of 33,785,840,000, and comperes with $3,649,041,000 for 1942, and $3,440,901,700
for the oensus yoar 1941

That the volume of rotaill trading was not higher in 1944 mey be attributed, of oourse,
to the shortness of supply prevailing in the oase of many consumer zcodss This was partio-
ularly true in the case of the automotive group of establishments, sales of new motor
vehioles being restrioted to releases to high priority users from the reserve bank of
vehicles established when production for civilian use was disoontinued early in 1942.
Complete ourtailment of radio production end drastically reduced produotion of electrioal
household equipment were faotors adversely affecting the sales trend for stores speciale
izing in these commodities, Some improvement in the supply situation with respeot to
hardware items lead to a moderate expansion in the business of retail hardware storeses

Retail store sales by kind~of-business groups were as follows in 1v44, in thoueands
of dollars, totals for 1943 being in bracketss food group, $1,017,541 ($950,332); country
goneral stores, $321,308 ($289,583); gencral merchandise, $654,954 ($602,20453 automdtive
group, $361,942 ($311,330); apparel group, ¥397,458 ($372,509); building materials group,
8247,723 (4209,967); furniture~household-radio group, $107,056 ($101,334); restaurants,
$202,463 ($189,056); cocal and wood yards, $122,765 E$133,177); drug stores, 139,104 ($128,=
741); jewellery stores, ¢56.228 ($49,067); Government liquor stores, 165,677 ($163,104).
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Building Permits Issued in Dscembter

Building permits issued by municipalities which reported to the Dominion Bureau of
Statistios reached the value of 13,540,946 in December, recording a decline from the
Novomber total of $18;116,236, but exceeding the December 1944 figurs of $7,901,591 by
71 per cente Permits for new construction were issued in December to the value of $10,-
335,789 and additions, alterations and repairs, $3,205,157. During the calendar year
1945, permits were grunted to the value of $195,142,798 as compared with $128,728,465 in
the comparable period of 1944, an advance of 52 per cent.

New housing units represented in the bullding permits issued in December by the
reporting municipalities numbered 1,507, of whioch 1,337 were new buildings and 170 were
conversionse In December 1944, 896 permits were issued for housing units, inoluding 766
for the construction of new buildings and 141 for conversionse The anggregate value of
new residential buildings, additions and repairs theroto, was £5,291,709 in December 1945
as oompared with $3,165,936 in December, 1944.

Permits for the construction of 28,462 new dwelling units were ;jranted during 1946
as compared with 23,695 in 1944 The permits for 1945 inoluded 25,5350 for new build ings
and 2,932 conversionss The value of new residential buildings, and ndditions and repairs
thereto amounted to $116,710,963 during 1945 as compared with $82,951,187 in 1944.

Qutput of Central Eleoc%»ic Stations

Central electric stations produced 3,288,710,000 kilowatt hours in December as oom=
pared with 3,356,102,000 in December, 1944 This brought the total for the year to 40,-
100, 608,000 kilowntt hours, which was 365,125,000 kilowatt hours less than was produced
in 1944 and 277,041,000 kilcwatt hours less than for 1943

Primary power declined from 36,549,464,000 kilowatt hours in 1944 to 33,323,866,000,
and secondary power increased from 3,916,269,000 to 6,776,742,000 kilowatt hourse Total
production of hydro-eloctric power declined from 39,486,462,000 to 39,153,253,000 kilowatt
hours, and thermal electrioc power declined from 979,271,000 to 947,365,000 kilowatt hours.

Net exports to the United States for the year inoreased from 2,571,872,000 to 2,631,=
245,000 kilowatt hourse These include a deduction of 15,190,000 kilcwatt hours imported
from January to December, meking the gross exports 2,646,435,000 kilcwatt hours as agalnst
2,585,311,000 in 1944.

Gold Production in November

Gold production in Canada in November 1945 totmnlled 220,755 fine ounces as compared
with 223,806 fine ounces in November 1944, and 229,550 fine ocunces ir October 1945e The
value of the November 1945 output was $8,499,067. During the first 11 months of 1945, 2,
411,501 ounces were produced as compared with 2,693,287 in the corresponding period of
1944,

November production was as follows by areas, totals for the same month of 1944 being
in bracketss Nova Soctia, 284 (483) fine ounces; Quebeo, 43,457 (55,271); Ontario, 14l,=
629 (135,319)3 Manitoba and Saskatchewan, 14,997 (14,138); British Columbia, 16,131
(16,273)3 Yukon, 2,381 (1,549); Northwest Torritories, 1,876 (773).

Car loadings on Canadian Rallweys

Car loadings on Canadian railways for the week ended January 19 amounted to €7,912
cars as compared with 69,528 cars for the preceding week and 65,767 oars for the corres=
ponding week of last yeare Loadings in the eastern division inoreased from 42,181 cars
In 1945 to 42,328 cars, and in the western division from 23,586 to 25,584 ocarss

Grain loadings inoreased from 6,516 cars in 1945 to 6,911 cars, soal from 6,517 to
6,822 cars, send, stone; gravel, etce from 1,493 to 1,934 cars, pulpwood from 3,665 to
5,740 cars, wood pulp and paper from 3,218 to 3,895 oars, and merchandiise from 14,442
to 16,177 carse Live stook declined from 2,666 to 2,151 cars, ores and concentrates
from 2,096 to 1,392 oars, and automobiles, trucks and parts from 1,805 to 855 ocarse
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Railway Traffic in Qctober

Revegue freight loaded at Canadien stations and received from foreign connections
during QOctober emounted to 12,695,441 tons es compared with 11,683,637 tons in September,
and 13,€12,702 tons in Ootober, 1944e Loadings increased from 9,560,514 tons in Ootober
1944 to 9,578,777 tons, due mainly to inoreases in wheat from 1,384,887 to 1,882,628 tons,
cats from 244,190 to 313,822 tons, and in iron ore, sand and gravel, fertilizers, news=
print and wood pulpe Imports declined from 1,758,273 to 1,538,048 tons, anthracite and
bituminous ocoal acccunting for S0 per cent of this decreases Freight botween foreign
points declined from 2,293,915 to 1,578,616 tonse The movement of srude petroleum,
gasoline and other olls across Canada to eastern United Stetes points has been reduced
elmost to pre-war dimensions and eaoccounted for 56 per cent of this deoreasee

Production of Asphalt Roofing in 1945

Produotion of asphalt roofing materials in Canade in 1945 included 3,820,685 squares .

of shingles, siding and roofing, and 43,091 tons of felts and sheathing, as oampared with
3,368,910 sguares of the former, and 36,470 tons of the latter in the preceding year, ac=-
cording to figyres released by the Bomdnion Burgaw of 8tutlsties, Froduotion By types was
as follows, with figures for 1944 in brackets: asphalt shingles, 1,410,644 (1,088,170)
squares; asphalt siding, 22,388 (17,459) squares; smooth surfaced rcofing, 1,227,103
(1,221,538) squares; mineral surfeced roofing, 1,160,550 (1,041,743) squaresy tar and
asphalt felts, 29,424 (24,895) tons; tar and asphalt sheathing, 13,667 (11,575) tonse

Stocks of United States Corn in Canade

Stoocks of United States ocorn in Canada on Januery 17 emounted to 110,848 bushels as
compared with 228,801 on the corresponding date of last year, a decline of 5le6 per oente
This year's stocks were located at the following pointss: Toronto, 109,956 bushels; . ’
Montreal, 892 bushelse

Reports Issued Today

le Production os Asphalt Roofing, December (10 cents)e
2e Sales of Asphalt Roofing, December (10 oents)s
3e Output of Contral Electric Stations, December (10 ocents).
4+ labour Force Bulletin Nos 1 (25 ocents).
5e Department Store Sales, December (10 cents)e
6e Indexes of Country General Store Sales, Deocember (10 cents).
7+ Statistical Report on the QOperations of the Unemployment Insuranoce
Act, Deocember (10 sents)s
8e Imports into Canade for Consumption, Decembor (10 eents).
9. Imports into Canade for Consumption, by Countries, December (10 ocents)e
10« Trade of Canada, December (10 oentsso
11e Prices and Price Indexes, December (10 cents).
12s Retall Morchandise Trade of Uanada and the Provinoces, 1944 (25 cents)e
13+ Building Permits Issued in Docember, 1945 (10 centa)e
14, Gold Production, November (10 cents)e
15+ Cheques Cashed Against Individual Ascounts, 1945 (10 cents)s
16 Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents).
17. Car Loadings on Cenaedian Reilways = Weekly (10 cents)e
18+ Monthly Traffic Report of Railways, October (10 cents)e
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