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Torld Whoct Situation

Combined whoot supply of the United Stutus, Conade, Argentina and Austrolia at Jan-
mry 1 this ycar amounted to 1,353 million bushels -= the smellest sincs 1940 == and somee
whit less thon the low lavel of January last year. Most of the reduction has occurred

the United Stntes and Australian supply, Canddicn stocks showing 1ittle chonge end the
‘r.ontine supply o slight increass. The uxportable surplus from these supplies is deemed
ko be considerably below the abnormally large world import requiroments for bread grainse

Vhile January 1 wheant stocks were down from e year sgo, there ic some oncouragemcnt
in tho foct that total grain supplios in tre four principel exporting countriecs were
somg five por cent above last year's level, chiefly due to the record 1946 Unitod States
ezrn crope. Thus, it has been possible to make some progress in increcsing the exports of
cosrse grains for humsn consumption in deficit areas where home-grown and imported stocks
of Breed graice ars still insufficient to mevt requircments.

Some wnoks sugo Fresident Trumen set up o special committec to control rail shipping
priorities witn the object of speeding up grain movement from intcrior points to the sce=
Buards There have since been substantisl gains in the rete of export clearance from tho
"iited States, although much more is yet to be accomplished if thu cxport.goals of that
ceuntry ere to be fully stteined.

The success of Cenada's export program has also bcen threotened by =2 ruil transport-
vtico crisls, brought about in part by exceedingly bad weather, scasonal accumulcation of
{rnedien cars in the United States and unusually koen competition from other usors of box
carse To meet the situation the Govermment or February 14 gave the Transport Controller
prowor to commendeer box ozrs over a psried of six weeks for tho movement of export wheat
and fecd grnin from westorn Canada. By February 25 the situation was described as ™much
botter" as = result of improved weathcr conditions end increas.d cloarances from the
Pruiriess The Trensport Controller hos stated thet feed greins and export wheat will
avlitinue to hold priority until minimum requirements are met.

Cxports of Canadian wheat and flour in terms of whest smounted to epproximately 21
million bushels during Janmuary, bringing the total for the first six months of the crop
year to 110e2 million bushels. During the same psriod last ysor 2068¢6 million bushels
of wheet and flour equivalent were exported. An estimoted 205.5 million bushels remained
aa Tabrusry 1 for export or carry-over at the end of the crop ycore

iz to February 20 of the current crop year farmers in the Prairie Provinces had
marke ted 2499 million bushels of wheet as compered with 186.6 million bushels during the
vorresponiing period of the previous crop year. Ths provinee of Sasketchewan acaounted
i'tr 52 per oent of the 1946-47 marketings, Albcrta and Manitoba sunplying 32 cnd 16 per
virt raspastively.

Stouks and Marketings of

Vhunt and Coarse Grains

Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in trsnsit in North fmerica were ferther reduced
during the week ending February 27, the total being 119,299,144 bushels compeared with 122,
149,831 bushels on February 20, and 136,483,323 bushels on the corresponding date of last
ywor, according to the Dominion Bureesu of Statistics. Current stccks included 119,006,144
puchels in Canadian positions, and 293,000 bushels in United States positions,

Deliveries of wheat from ferms in the Prairie Provinces were increuosed during the
woel onding February 27, totalling 2,287,300 bushels compared with 1,828,479 in the pre-
ceding weeke The aggregate for the elapsed portion of the curreni crop ysar == August 1
ts Fgbruary 27 -- was 252,309,821 bushels compared with 188,282,103 bushels in the same
pariod of 1945=46,

Substantial increases were recorded in the deliveries of oats and barley from Prairie
ferws during the week ending February 27. Oat deliveries amounted to 2,331,013 bushels
mampored with 1,034,294 in the preceding weok, barley 981,132 busnels compared with 508, =
€45, rye 60,668 bushels compared with 57,348, and flaxseed 2,459 bushels compared with

(22%




Maroh 8, 1947 D.BoS. WEEKLY BULLETIN Page 2

Firm Wage Rates Higher

Wnges paid to hired help on Canadian fams at January 15; 1947, show a lurther in-
nse over those paid at the same date & year ego and were more than double those panid
iz 1940, according to figures compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

With board provided by the employer, th: averag rate per day for all Canada at Jan-
vary 15 this year was $3.23 as compared with $2.93 a year agos When no bourd was provided
the daily rate was $4.15 as against $3e84 a year sarlier. Viage rates for day help wore
highest in British Columbis and lowest in Prince Edward Island.

Averagc monthly wage rate with board for all Canada was ¢63.29 at January 15, 1947,
t5 comparod with 857424 et the seme date in 19464 When workers provided their own boarc
the averags rate for men hired by the month rose from u82.23 in 1946 to $89e25 in 1947,
Vinge rates with or without board were lowest in Prince Edward Island and highest In New
Srunswicke

Gtocks of Canadian Butter and Cheese
in Principal Citles on March 1

Stocks of creamcry butter in nine of the principal cities of Canads on Merch 1 tot-
r1lled 11,255,050 pounds as compared with 17,444,172 pounds «n Fehrvary 1, and 5,569,156
noun’s on March 1 last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistirz, Choese stocks
orn March 1 wers 12,907,308 pounds, age inst 14,880,432 pounda on February 1, and 14,235,418
nounds @ year agoe

Lheques Cashed Against Individual
Accounts during January

With four of the five economic areas recording advonces, checuss cmshed ngainst in-
lividual accounts in January rose almost four per cent over the ccrresponding month of
laut yeer, the aggregate being 6,215,840,000 compared with «5,990,656,000« Ontario was
the exception to the general advance, cheques cashed showing & decrsasc of nine per cente

Porcentago inorosses in cheques cashed wers considerab¥ in Noncton and Saint John,
ths standing having been batter by 17.8 per cent and 15.4 per con*, respectively. An in-
croasc of 642 per cent was shown in Halifex. The net result was ihat the total for the
Meritime Provinces rose 1048 per cent to $136,000,000.

A marked inorease was recorded in Montreal, the percentage advence having been no
luss than 2445, The total was $1,883,200,000 against $1,513,000,000 in January last yuar,
The inereasocs in Quebec and Sherbrooke ranged betwsen 10 and 12 per cent. The provincial
tetal at 52,041,000,000 was 23.3 per cent greater than in January, 1946.

Advances were shown in 11 of the 14 centres in Ontario, the oxceptions having been
Otitawa, Toronto and Hamilton. The decline in Ottawa wes 46.3 per cont, the total in Jan=-
nary having been 244,000,000, The percentage declines in Torontc and Hemilton were of
tiinor proportions, being limited to 4.3 and 1.7 per cent, respsctively. Incrcascs of more
than 20 per cent were shown in Peterborough, St. Catharines, Sudbury and Windsore. The
decline in the province as a whole was from $2,854,000,000 to $2,597,97,700,

Eight of the ten centres in the Prairie Provinces reccrded increnses over the firstmenth
¢of last yeare The excaptions were Brandon and Regina. The increase in Winnipeg was 1,7
per cont, the total for Jamuary having been $535,000,000, Cheques cashsd in Calgary rose
745 por cent to more than ¥140,000,000. The total for the Prairio Provinces was two per
cont greater, amounting to $917,000,000.

The appreciable increase in Victoria was 23.6 per cent, the total in Januery hsving
been 71,000,000 against {58,000,000. «A marked absolute incrense was tshown in Vancouver,
the total rising from 383,000,000 to %¥436,000,000., The total for British Columbia was
1443 per cont greater at ,526,000,000.

Production of Salt in November

Salt production was sharply inecreased in November, the total being 54,304 tons or
almost double the October figure, according to the Dominion Buresu of Statisticss Novembor
output included 38,763 tons of table, common fine, and other commercial grades, an¢ 16,231
tons for tho manufacture of chemicals,
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CosteofeLiving Indox Up Oe.8 Points

The Dominion Burcau of Statisties cost-of-1living index, on the base 1935-39=100,
dvenced from 127.0 for Januarv 2 to 127.8 for Februery 1, 1947. Priocc increases affucted
fivc of the six budget group indexes comprising the total. The largest rise ocourred for
fuod, which movad from 145.5.to 147.0 as pork- products, tea, coffee,.and fresh vegotables
~vuraged highore Eggs an? citrus fruits ocontinued to decline.

Widely distributed increases advanced the clothing index from 131.5 to 13149, while
homofurnishings and services rose from 129.8 to 130.9. The miscellanesus index mounted
rom 11447 to 11545, due to changes in the porsonal cerc and transportation components,
Fucl and light changed from 109.0 to 109.1, while the rent index remaincd at 113.4.

Vhelosale Prices in February

There wos a further increasc in Cenacian farm product whclesale prices in February,
as in‘icated by a gain of 1.1 points to 11544 in the weekly oomposite index, on the base
1926=100, betwsen January 31 and Februery 21, cccorcing to the Dominion Bureau of Stot-
isticss Animal products c“vanced 1.7 points to 140.6, due to higher prices for livestock

rne oggs, whilo the field procucts index rose 0.8 to 1004, reflecting uptarns in rye,
~.tatoes, hay and raw leaf tobacoo.

Wholesalc prices of industrial materiels rose sharply in February, mcving the com-
© site incdex for 30 commodities 6.4 points higher to 120.5 botwesn January 31 and Febru-
.ry 2ls Among sub-groups, the manufacturing meteriacls index led the ndvence with a gain
£ 845 points to 113.7, cdue to strength in prices for vegetable oils, raw cotton on’ tin
ingotse Filve foods rose 5.6 points to 11341, reflecting o sharp inorease in whoat oouplcd
#ith higher quotations for stesrs and hogs. In the stable group, an increese in whitoe
lJ.ac¢ supportec an advance of 4.1 points to an index level of 132.0.

C untry Gencrnl Store Sales
.“vance Eight Per Cent

Country gcneral store sales were eight per cent higher in January than in the ocorr-
coon?ing month of last year, and showed a seasonal Focline of 34 per ocent from the Duce-
ber lovel, accorcing tc the Dominion Bureau of Stotisticse '

Sales inoreases were somewhat lower in the Preiric Provincus, anc higher eleewhere,
then the avorago gain for the country as & whole. Queboe led other provinces with a gain
I 12 per cont, while at the other end of the scale, Saskatchewan repcrted a minor gain
«f only two por cent above January a year agoe

Unaofjusted indexes of sales for the country as s whole, on the base 1935.39=100,
stooC at 148.7 for January this year, 137.6 for January 1946, ancd 2237 for Dacember, 1946,

gqtnut of Refincd Petroloum Prcduocts

Output of refined petroleum products in Canada Jduring 1946 aggregeted 66,762,345
b.rrels, an increase of 1l.5 per cent over the preceding year, according to figures ro-
} .sed by the Dominion Buresu of Statistics. During the year, 70,333,514 barrels of crudle
il were received by Canadian refineries, of which 63,342,772 was imported, an’ 6,990,742
w 3 «f domestic origin. In 1945, refinery reccipts tytalled 65,691,377 barrels.

Production of most of the prinoipal products was higher in 1946 than in the preceding
vour, the chief exception being aviation grades of gasoline which fell from 796,528 barrels

in 1945 to 250,328 in 1946. Output of kercsene and stove cils rose sharply from 999,464
ir rrels tuv 2,944,288.

Production of motor gesoline and naphtha specialties rose from 28,947,949 barrels to
?%2,1005980, tractor distillate from 1,104,134 barrels to 1,248,598, light fuel oils from
1,780,569 barrels to 9,179,902, heavy fuel oils from 15,682,903 barrels to 15,692,170,

nholt from 2,034,812 barrels to 2,679,459, and lubriceting oils from 1,453,774 barrels

b 1,348,485
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dovember Output of Crude Petroleum

Output of crude petroleum and natural gasoline in November amounted to 619,832
U‘.}uls, compared with 639,222 in the preceding month and 652,081 in the ocorresponding
month of 1945, according to figures compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistiocss Dur-
ing the first eleven months of 1946, 7,012,401 barrels were produced, compared with
7,822,650 in the similar period of 1945,

Alberta's output in November was recorded at 576,214 barrels as azainst 634,271 in
lovember, 1945, and the aggregate for the province for the first eleven months of 1946
stood at 6,572,996 barrels compared with 7,343,152 in the like period of 1945, In Nov-
' mber, New Brunswick produced 2,384 barrels, Ontario 9,771 barrels, Saskatchewan, 22,632
swwrrels, and the Northwest Territories 8,831 barrels.

Production of Natural Gas in November

Production of natural gas was lnoreased in November, the total being 5,293,136 M
cubic feot as compared with 4,364,346 M in tho preceding month and 4,841,314 M in the
corresponding month of 1945, acecording to the Domimion Bursau of Statisticse. Aggrogate
for the cleven months ondod November was 46,469,114 M gubic feat compured with 43,167,506

in the same poriod of 1945,

Fowop Cattle, Sheep, Horsos

Continuing the decrease first in evidence in the results of the December 1945 survey,
rumbors of cattlec on farms irn Canada at December 1, 1946, are estimated at 9,748,000, a
d.eclino of 213,000 from the same date in 1945, or slightly more than two per ocnt, aceord-
ing to the Dominion Buresu of Statistiocs.

Reductions in eattle numbers occurred in all provinces except Quebec whoere the
‘ncrcase was 247 per cent. The greatest decreases were indicated in the Maritime Provincos,
“lnnitoba and Saskatchewan. MAilk cows, at 3,969,300, were 53,300 bolow those of a ycar
t zoe The deoline in milk cows was common to all provinces oxeept Quobec.

Shoop numbors at Decombor 1, 1946 estimated at 2,186,000, werc appreciably below tho
p ok rocordod ot Decoember 1, 1944, of 2,822,000. Tho reduction from 1945 amountecd to 11
p.r cont, with major declines recordod in tho Maritimes and the four western provinces,

Numbers of horses on farms continue to decline, the December 1, 1946, count of
2,463,300 head, boing 756 per cent under December 1, 1945. While deoreases werc o ommon
to s1l provinces, the greatost were shown for the Prairio Provinces.

Production and Domestic Sales
of Asphult Roofing Matcrials

Production and domostic salos of asphalt shingles and rolled roofing were advanced &
in January, according to figures oompiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statisticse The
month's output wes recorded at 433,748 squares, an inerease of 33 por cont, and domestie
st los at 403,131 squares were up about 38 per cent. Production of asphalt felts and
shosthing were lower in January, totalling 4,004 tons compared with 4,402, and domestic
sulcs 3,737 tons compared with 4,303.

Car Londings on Canadian Reilwnys

Car loacings or Cenadien rellways for the week ended February 22 increased to 68,486
rurs from 65,909 cars for the preeceding week and 65,538 cars.for the corresponding week
1l st year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Stetisticse The inorecase was largely in
the western division where loadings increased to 23,010 cars from 20,714 cars in the
provious weeke

Loedings of western grein increased from 2,120 during the week ending Februery 15
to 3,211, and cocl from 2,909 to 3,400. Loadings of coal in the eestern division declined
from 2,599 cars for the previous week cnd 2,537 ocars last year to 1,338 ocars. Totel pulp
voed loadings wore slightly heavier than in 1946; wood pulp and paper inoreased from 3,922
tu 4,103 cors, and total L.C.L., merchandise lnoreased from 15,983 to 17,125 cars.
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E?taij Chains in Canada

’ Sales transaoted by retail chein outlets were 13.4 per cent higher in 1945 thon in

#%s preceding year, the aggregate value being $877,895,900 compared with §774,088,400,

tecerding to figures compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statisticse. Accounting for en
{increasing propertion of the total retail trade, sales of these establisiments formed 19.1
/nur cent of the total in 1946, as ccmpared with 18.8 per cent in 1944, and 18.7 por ocont

/ in 1943.

Dcllar volume of sales has followed e consistent year-by-year increase since 1933,
en since 1941 has shown marked rise each ysar. Stocks on hand in stvros, howover, ocuvascd
‘hair upward climb, which paralleled sales in 1941 end remained at a fairly oven level
ivprough 1945. Stoocks on hend in stores wews velued at $68,475,200 at the end of 1945 as
comparee with the 1944 total of $67,615,100. Warehouse stocks moved up from the 1941-1944
levol to the high totel of 328,850,000, a oconsiderable increasse over the 1944 stocks of
w21,681,800 an® well above the previcus high mark of $23,606,500 in 1943,

Py

Chain companics spocializing in the sele of food products transact a larger volume
«f business than do sther trades in the chain field. Thoro were 84 such compenies op=-
orating 1,611 stores in 1945 with sales of $23u, 42,700, or 2642 per cent of the total
retail chein saless Includec in this grouv wers 23 grocery cheins operating 366 grocery
stores whcse sales amsunted to $34,453,600. The oulk of the chain feod group is coneen-
troted in the combination store classifications Most of these stores ssll both groceries
and fresh moots, although soms cdoaling exclusively in groceries are to be found under
this heading as a consuquence of the clessification assigned to the chein companys. The
22 combination chains transacted $178,438,000 annual business through 845 outlets. The
+.n moo’ market chains opersted 95 units whose sales totalled $6,077,100. Tiese three
typcs of chains, with sales from their 1,306 outlets totalling $218,968, 700, acoounted
for 23.8 per cent of the total estimzted sales in 1945 fur both chain and indopendent

| grrocory and oombination stores end meat marketse.

Liquor stores operated by eight Provineial Govermments arc cons iderod as chain organ-
tzitions in this surveye. In 1946 they operated a total of 538 storss, the sales from
“hich emounted to $211,075,300 and formed 24 per oent of the total retail chain soles.

[t comporison with the experience of other chain storss, they showed the greatest inoroease
in sales over tho previous year, ths gain being 35.3 per cente Variety store chains
sceounted for 10.9 per cent of the total ochain store business, end the 19 companies opcr-
wting 521 stores whose sales aggregated $95,998,200.

Some kinds cof business which were more scricusly affected than others by the ocurtailed -
production of various commodities during the war years, are now making a recoverys Houso=-
h 1d appliance, radio and music stores have geins 2le8, per cent ovar 1944, although
thoir sales remained 38.2 per cent below those for 1941. Office, school and store supplics
tnd cquipmont dealers have surpassed the 1941 total by 2.8 per cent, & result which came
ahut because of the 14+2 pser cent gain for 19456 over 1944 sales.

Cther large Increases were as follcws: tobacco stores and stands, 1843 per cent;
women's apparel stores, 17.2 per cent; shoc stores, 1449 per cent; family clothing stores,
1:40 pecr cont, and candy anc oonfectionery stores, 12.3 per cente Restaurants reportaed
the only decline in 19485 from 1944, although thelr volums of szles remains at a high level,
being 60e: above 1941 seles,

Births, Deaths and Marriages
in First Quarter of 1946

Live births in Canada during the first qusrter of 1946 numbered 70,377, giving an
sguivalent annual rate of 23+42 per thousand population as compared with 70,242 birthe
ant & rate of 23+5 for the first quarter of 1945, according to the Dominion Bureau of
Statisticss Deaths totalled 27,330 with & rate of nine per thousand as compared with
29,534 en” a rate of 9¢9» The natural increase in the population for the first quarter
vas 43,047, giving a rete of 14.2 against 40,708 and - a rate of 13.6.

Deaths under one year of age numbered 3,193 compared with 4,116 in the first three
morths of 1945, an! the infant mortality rate moved sharply lower to 45 per thousand live
pirths from 59 in the similer period of 1945, Deeths undsr cne month of age numbored
1,777, giving o rate of 25 per thousend live births as against 2,154 an’ a rate of 31,
There were 128 matornnl desths as compared with 183 and the pate per thousand llve births
full frem 2.8 to NaBe
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