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AUTOMOB ILE OUTTFUT IN MARCH
CONTINUED RECENT EXP.NS ION

Plow of now motsr vehicles from Canadian assembly lines, which has been steadily
swelling in recent months, rose in Morch to = new high level of 21,830 units, more
than & thousand above the February output of 20,810 units, ccoording to figures
raleascd by the Dominion Bureau of Statisticse The March figure, which compares
with 11,373 units in Morch last year, is the highest for a month since January,

1942, when the output was 22,644 unitse

Output for the Januery-Mareh period totalled 61,685 as compored with 27,352
units for the first quarter last years

Broakdown of the March production shows 13,927 passenger cers and 7,903 comm=-
orcial vehicles, of which 9,176 passenger cers and 5,301 commcroial cars were
intended for snle in Cenada and 4,751 passenger and 2,602 commorciel cers for
ocxports Passengor cars produced for sole in Canade totalled 26,261 in tho three
months and commcreicl vehicles 14,476, tho total of 40,737 compering with 20,948
for export.

IRON AND STEEL OUTPUT ROSE IN MaRCH

Output of pig iron, ferroeelloys, and steol ingots and eastings in March
ineroasod both over the previcus month ond March last year, cccorcing to figures
rc leasod by thc Deminion Bureau of Stotisticse The menth's snins clso brought the
first quarter output of esch zbove that of the same 1946 perioc.

Production of pig iron in March emcunted to 164,403 ton8 compured with 150,632
tons in Februery and 142,240 tons in March last years The month's gain, adoed to
inereases in the two previous months, brought the total for the first quorter %o
492,348 tons, roughly 50 per coent above the aggregate of 327,9:5 tons for the
first quarter last yocr.

'

Forro-alloy output in the month rose to 14,197 tons compored with 9,357 tons
in Fobruary end 13,083 tons in March, 1946. The quarter's production totalled
33,918 tons as agoinst 19,001 tons in 1946.

Production of steel ingots and castings was sharply highor in March, rising
to the highest monthly figure since April, 1945. Output totalled 269,732 tons
eomparcd with 22¢,222 tons in Februery and 249,117 tcns in March o year ogoe. hEg=
regote production for the quarter cnded March was 748,752 tons compare: with
727,633 tons in tho same perioc? last yoore March production consisted of 263,193
tons of ingots and 6,539 tons of castings.

PRODUCTION OF SaWli LUMBER IN FEBRUARY

Sawn lumber production in Cenada -- exclu€ ing sawn ties =~ increased in Feb-
ruary to 369,025,000 feet board measurc as compared with 329,804,000 feet in the
previous month and 348,415,000 fect in Fobruary lost year, according to preliminary
estimetes released by the Dominion Burenu of Statistics. Production east of the
Rockies is rlaced at 185,427,000 feet, an increase of 7.3 por cent over Fobruary
last year; and production in British Columbia at 183,598,000 foot, & zain of 4.5
per cunts

Totel output for the first two menths of this yoar is ostimnted at 698,829,000
foot as ageinst 682,505,000 feet last yoer, an increuse of 244 per cente Of this
total, production in British Columbia aceountod for 352,293,000 feet, showing o
decrease of nearly thres per cent from the 1946 peried, and production cast of the
Roekios for 346,536,000 fect, & gzain of slightly more then eight psr ccnte.
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ECCNOMIC ACTIVITY IN MARCH

Expansion in productive operations continued throughout the first quarter of
1947, The index of the physical volume of business rosc 1le2 per cunt in Morch over
the precoding month, sdvancing to 190el irom 187.9 in Fobruzrys The indox of
industrinl production, bascd on mining, manufecturing, construction und clectric
powsr, showed o rclatively greator advance, rising to 195,2 o5 agoinst 19048 in
the procoding month, s grin of 2.3 per ccnt.

The March ineroase in the index of minerul production wis 5e3 por cont, thg
level in the month, having been 174ele Gold roceipts at the Mint, however, were
le:s in March than in Fobruary, totalling 206,415 aguinst 213,246 fine ounccs.
Conl production also showed a decline, the total output in March boing 969,167
ageinst 1,135,349 tonse. '

Output of monufacturing plents rocordsd & minor increusc in liarch over the
socond month of the year, due sllowance being mado for season.l tondencics. The
index was 19843 a.zinst 197.6. Tho wood and puper index ros¢ ~bout four points to
168.2. Advanccs werc shown in the oxports of planks and bonrds, shinglos and wood
pulp, but the inorosse in nowsprint was slightly less thun normel for the soasone.
The primary iron and stecl industry was more active in March thon in the previocus
month, aftor seasonal cdjustmont. The indox of new busircss obtained by ths con-
struction industry rosc 13.6 por cont after the wsual adjustmont, standing et 232.8
against 205 in Fobruery.

Rotail sales showed o gmin in February, while wheles.lc sales wors 2t o some-
what lowor lcvols Domestic uxports rosc from $178 million in Harch last year %o
necrly %209 million in the month undsr review, a considerzble ineroase being also
shown for tho first quarter of thc year over 19i6.

WEOLESALE SaLES AND INVENTORIES
HIGHER IN MaRCH THAN LaST YEaR

Wholusele sales in Canada were 10 per ecnt highor in dellar velume during
Mareh then in tho same month of 1946, maintaining the stoudy murgin of gain recorded
for tho two provious months over last yoor, whilc tho vilins of stocks in tho hands
of wholosalers was 33 per cent groator at the end of March than a year carlier,
secording to statomonts received by the Dominion Burcau of Stiiistics.from whole~
salors in ninc lines of trade.

The unadjusted goneral index of scles for Cenndu, on the basc 1935-1938=100,
stood ot 256.5 for March as ecomparod with 231.7 for February and 234.0 for March
last yeare

Incrozsos for the various regions of the country showcd groster variation
in March than in February. Tho greatest gain over last ycer was recorded in British
Columbin, whoro wholcsulers' sales wore up 18 por ccnt. Salcs rosc 12 por cent in
Quobec, 10 per cent in the Maritimos, nine per cont in tho Prairie Provinces, and
five por eont in Ontario.

Among tho individual trades, the outstanding increasc over last year wes in
sales of dry goods, which were up 38 por cent in dollar voluacs Hardware ond
groeary scles werc 17 and 15 per cont highor respectively, whilc clothing wholese lers
reported & gain of 10 per cont. Footwsar sales, which had shown morked goins for
some months, lnoreased only three per cont. Tobacco and confoctioncery sales were
also three per cent higher, whils the sutomotive aquipment trade reported the small
increase of one por cents Sales of drug wholesslers werc throc per cent below last
yoor, whilo thosc of fruit and vegetable deslers continuad to show lower dollar
volumo with o drop of 12 per cent.

Dry goods wholesalers reported an increass of 66 per cont in value of stocks,
and clothing wholesalers a gain of 36 per cent, to maintein the load among the
difforont trados in inventory inercases over last yeare. Stocks of footwear whole-
salers ct the ond of March were nlsc 36 per cent higher than at March 31 last yeer,
while grocers! stocks were up 34 per cent and those of dealers in automotive equip-
mont up 32 per cents Hardware stocks were 29 per cent higher; fruits and vegstebles,
20 per cont; tobacco and confectioncry, 16 per cent; end drugs, 14 per cent higher.
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RETAIL SALES INDEXES IN MaRCH

Trond of consumer expenditurcs in Canadian retoil stores, measured by rollar
volume, continued upward during March, when sales were six per cont greater than
in March last yoar, sccording to returns received by the Dominion Buream of Statis-
tiose Tho month's gain c:mpores with like incroases c<f 13 por cont in Januery
and 10 per cunt imn February, acd~”ing t. the ovi‘ence in rocent months of a tend=-
sncy for rotnil busincss to level offe The averuge gain in saleos for the first
quartor of this year over last amcuntc? %o nine per cont.

Unadjusted indoxes of smles, on tho base 1935-1939=100, stcod ot 223,2 for
March as compared with 210.3 for March, 1946, end 18342 for Fobruary this year.
The = ?justed indux, which takes int: acccunt differonccs in numbcr of businoss
days and scas-nal varictions, stood at 238.6 for March, 229.2 for March a year ago,
and 233.4 for Fcbruarv,

Fivo of the fourteen trades cmmprising the Buresu's monthly series showsd
sales declinus in March cumpared with March last yeaeres Thosc included some of
the trodes which should normslly bencfit from Easter business, o lerger part of
which was 2ttributable to March this ysar than last beceusc of the earlicr cdate
of Easters Throo of the four apporel trades -- family clothing, women's clothing,
2n¢ shocs =-= showed o smuller volume of business, whils the fourth, men's wear,
enjoye -nly a fracticnal imecreasc. Restaurants amnd jewellery stores, whose sales
volumos have shown signs of wezkoning in recent months, 2lso reported reduced sales
in Maroh comparedwith last years

Woather oconditicns in Merch last ysor wero gemerally more favourable for
retail shopping than was the case this year, the Buresu sbserves, snd this fauctor
may account in some measure for the moderation in seles expansicn,

Increases in the general level of retail tr«ding werc reported for March from
all economic reglons excopt the Maritime Provinces, whoroe the goncral index of
sales Jeclinod one per oont bel:ow that for March, 1946. British Columbie led with
an 11 per cont incroesse, other regions having inereases in the vicinity of the
overall increoase of s£lx pur cont,

TRENDS IN FOOD DISTRIBUTION IN MakCH

Moreh salus of wholesale grocers were 15 por cont higher in value than in
March last year ond cight per cent above Februery this yesr, the Dominion Burezu of
Statistics reports on the basis of statemonts from o widespread samnle of larger
wholosale grocory ustablishmentse Wholesale groocery sanles showed gains in all
parts of the country but incresses were lergser in the westurn provinces than in
castern Conada, advances of 25 per cent being recorded for British C:lumbia and
17 por cont for the Prairie Provinocs as compared with 14 per cont for Quebee and
12 por coent for Ontario and the Maritime Provinces. Total sales for tho first
quartor of the yeur inereascd 15 pcr cent in doller volums over the like period
last yoore

Salos of wholesale Jeslors in fruits and vsgetables in March, while mainte ining
a fairly high lovel, wors 12 por ocnt bulow the oxceptionally high <dollar volume
of 1946, continuing the lower troend of recent manthse On the other hand, the month's
sales werc 18 per oont highor than in Fobruary. Sales were cown 19 per cent from
lact ysar in Ontario, six per cent in the Maritime Provinous, and saven per cent in
the throe westorn provincese. Cumnlative sales for the guarter wers nine per ocont
lower than for the courrusponding period last year.

Grocery stocks a? the en! of Morch wsre 34 per cent higher than at the same
dats last yeor, but two per cent belcw stocks o month earlicre Inventories at the
boeginning of March, the Bureau observes,. are normally 49 per cent in excess of
selos during that month, but stocks on hand et the beginning of March this year
wore only 2€ per cent in excess of the month's salese

March sales of chain store units in the food retailing field were 12 per cent
higher then in tho corresponding month last yeer; all regions showing ¢ains, with
the lergest in Quebec and the Meritimo Provinces. Indenenient food stores did
five per cont m-ro business, with gains in all rogions except tho Maritimes.
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EMPLOYMENT AND PAYROLLS 4T MaRCE 1

Industrial omployment in CanaZe was slightly lower 3t the boginning of March
than a monthe enrlier, due largely to the Adispute in the Maritimo cosl mines, but
wookly salaries and wages showe” an incronse, eccording to the monthly report on
smployment and payrolls by the Dominion Bureau of Statisticse

Combined working fores cof the 17,425 emnlcyors furnishing data for the monthly
survey was 1,853,195 at Merch 1 as c.mpared with 1,856,820 ot Fobruary 1, o cdeclime
of 3,625 or Qe2 per cent. As a c:nsequonce of this slight reccssion, the index
number of employment, based on the 1926 average as 100, ccclisod frum 18047 at
Fobruary 1 to 180e¢3s The latter figure ecom-aros with 167.0 at ¥arch 1 last year,
17842 in 1945, 181.7 in 1924 and 18l.% in 1943. Excopt for tho latter two, the
index for lierch 1 this year is tho highest on raecoerd for the lator wintere

Employment showed o considsrable contraction in coml mining oend ¢ seascnel
shrinkage in logging, but there wes widesprec: improvemert in the variocus industrial
divisions, although none of the :ains was pronunced. In menuftcturing there was
a general increase of nearly 3,400 porsons, most of whom were token con by plunts
turning out durable monufactured goodse Communicetions, transportation, construe-
tion and mointonance, ssrvices and trade repcrtod heightoner activity.

Woskly salories andvages distributod at Morch 1 by the reporting fims in the
oight leading industries eggrogated $65,933,619, showing on incroase of leé per

.comt over the disbursements of $65,048,150 repcrte at the boginning of Fobruarys

The avercgc cernings et March 1 wore $35458 as crmparcd with ¢35.03 & month oarlier
and $32444 at March 1 last yoare

MAN-HOURS 4ND HOURLY EARNINGS

Numbor of hourly-rated wagc=carncrs omploycd in manufecturing at tho beginning
of March showed a fructionnl increase of 0e6 per cont, aggrogato hours worked in
the prooodipg wook analvance of lel per cent und wages peid for the latter period
o risc of two per cont, tho Dominion Buresu of Statistics reportse These figures
are based on dats furnished to the Burezu by 6,340 employsers, who repcrted a total
of 755,668 hourly-rated employées with an aggregate «f 32,779,821 hours worked,
and wage payments totalling $25,272,805.

™o avorago hours worked in the weok of March I viu 1304y slightly higher than
the figure of 4342 for the week of February 1, but bslow those of 44 and 4548 in
the week of Maroh 1, 1946 and 1945 respectivelye. Average hourly eurnings reached
a new maximum of 77.1 cents, which comnares with 76+4 cents a month earlisr, and
67.9 and 70el cents at March 1, 1946 and 1945. The increase as compared with
February 1 was duv nartly to seascnal movements in industrys

Weekly wages in monufacturing as a wholsc averaged $33046 as compared with
$33400 in the weck ending February 1, %29.88 in the weak of March 1 lest year and
32,11 &n that of March 1, 1945,

UNEMPLOYMENT INSU2ANCE CLAIMS IN MARCH

Continuing ths decrease bagun in February, cleims for unemnloyment irsurance
benefit filed in locsl offices across Canade totalled 43,675 in llarch as compered
with 47,141.in Fobruary and 63,681 in Januery, the Dupirion Burciu of Statisties
ropcrtse The March total was slso 7,031 less than the 50,706 claims filed in March
last ysare

Orindary olaiments on the live unemployment register at March 31, numbered 103,=
201 compared with 110,062 at February 28 and 154,820 ot March 31, 1946+ 4 total of
56,683 clcims was adjudicated at insurance offices during Merch, 40,912 being con-
sidered entitled to bencfit and 15,771 not entitled to henefit.

During March, 109,625 persons were paid benofit totalling $4,479,875 for 2,-
304,914 compensated days of unemploymente This comperes with 102,972 persons peid
$3,916,63: for 2,006,459 deys in February, and 156,180 pcrsons paid 37,205,264 for
3,461,000 days in Murch last yeare Tho average duration of the unemploymont compen-
gsoted was 2140 days in March, oompsared with 1945 days in February end 22,2 days
in March, 1946 Averagc amount of benofit paid per bencficlary was %4087 as ag inst
$38404 in Februnry nnd $46413 in March last year.
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f/ STOCKS LND MARKETINGS CF
‘ WHDAT AND COARSL GRAINS

Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North imerica at midnight
on May 1 totalled 93,996,576 bushels, a decline of 1,700,090 bushels from the pre-
vious week but substantially ebove the stocks of 81,561,935 bushels on the corres=
ponding date last year, according to figures released by the Dominion Bureau of
Statisticss The visible supply total on May 1 consisted of 93,963,576 bushels in
Canadian positions and 33,000 bushels in United Stetes positionse

Wheat deliveries from farms in the Prairic Provinces increased sharply to
4,544,424 bushels during the week ended May 1 as compared with 2,452,764 bushels
in the preceding weeks During the eight months of the crop ycar to May 1 deliveries
aggregated 271,941,423 bushels as against 206,561,633 bushels in the similar
period of the 1945-46 crop year.

Marketings of coarse grains increased gencrally during tho week ended May 1,
totals for the wesck, with thosc for the preceding week in brackets, being as
follows: oats, 1,496,684 (960,242) bushsls; barley, 919,216 (595,140); rye, 26,=
171 (22,612); flaxsc:d, 2,698 (5,993) bushcls. Cumulative deliveries of these
grains during tho eight months of the ocurrcnt and previous crop yoars are as
follows: oats, 76,052,505 (86,539,116 in 1945-46) bushels; barley, 54,707,525
(59,366,298); ryo, 5,206,378 (2,771,645); flaxsced, 4,816,620 (4,642,079) bushels.

STOCKS OF BUTTER, CHEESXE aND EGGS

Stocks of cruamery buttcr in nine of the principal citics of Canada on May 1
stood at 3,974,533 pounds as compared with 6,400,379 pounds on april 1 and 1,691,242
pounds on May 1 last year, the Dominion Burosu of Statistics reports. Choese
stocks wero 9,548,869 pounds on May 1 egainst 11,182,569 pounds a month carlier
and 10,938,298 pounds a year agoe.

Stooks of cold storage eggs on May 1 amounted to 3,527,042 dozen comparod
with 1,384,830 dozen on April 1 and 3,807,454 dozen on Mey 1, 1946. Holdings of
fresh ¢ggs totalled 3,312,034 dozon oompared with 1,663,237 dozen at the beginning
of April, end stocks of frozen egg meats were 4,670,571 pounds compared with
3,298,238 on April 1 and 3,748,203 pounds on May 1 last yoar.

SUGAR STOCKS AT REFINERIES

Refinery stoocks of raw suger on fpril 19 wore somewhat lowsr than a year
earlior, being rocorded at 81,312,446 as compcred with 85,988,723 pounds, according
to figurcs releassd by the Dominion Buresu of Stetistics. Stocks of refined sugar
were also lower, amounting to 162,988,267 pounds as against 173,273,570 poundse.

Recsipts of rew sugar at refineries from Meuroh 29 to April 19 totalled
25,942,756 pounds, showing a considerable decline from the total of 44,526,283
pounds in 1946, Meltings end sales in the four weoks amountcd to 52,882,607 pounds
as oompared with 26,540,740 pounds.

FRUIT iND VEGETABLE PREPaR»TIONS
INDUSTRY IN 19456

Refleoting tho generally adverse crop conditions, the physiocal volume of
production of canned fruits, cenned vegotubles, and other products made in 1945
by Canada's fruit and vegetable proparctions industry declined by 1147 per cent,
according to tho ennuel report on the industry issucd by the Dominion Bureau of
Statistios. Owing to an advence in the solling value of the products, the dollar
value of the output showed a smallecr decline of seven per cente

Gross velue of products in 1945 was $99,371,391 as compared with $107,335,254
in 1944, Selling velue at thu factory of main groups of products, with figures for
1944 in brackets wass cannod fruits, $5,709,009 ($6,548,931); cannsd vegetables,
$22,643,212 (§26,939,478); jams, jellies end msrmalades, §11,018,413 ($12,930,901);
canned soups, $15,868,485 ($14,756,625); catsups and sauces, ¥2,868,857 ($3,892,780);
picklss and rolishes, $5,642,044 (34,588,387).
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CAR LOsDINGS ON C.NaDIAN RAIL#AYS

Canadien railway earlocdings for tho week e¢nded spril 26 increasszd to 76,033
oars from 72,813 cars for the nroceding wcek, to reach the highost figure for any
week this year, accorcing to figures rvleased by the Dominion Buresu of Stetisties.
Loadings for the corresponding week last yeer were 65,183 carse

Grain loadings continucd heavier than in 1946, but were below the seme periled
in 1945, 194+ and 1943, Coal in the eastern division was 435 oars higher than for
the provious weeck but 1,009 oars bulow last years Loadings of scnd, stone and
gravel continued heavy, tho 17-wock's total this year being 6,247 cars as ageinst
38,304 in 1946 and 32,289 cers in 1945

Pulpwood, woed pulp and peper, Yumber, gasoline, and lecels merchandise are
olso ostablishing new high records. Tho lutter increasecd to 19,636 cars for the
wook from 19,218 oars for the pruvious week and 17,539 cars for the corresponding
wock last years Total merchandisec loacings for the year to datc have totalled
293,851 oars as compared with 277,831 last ycar, 252,749 in 1945 and 203,664 oars
in 1929, ‘

COAL (NI COKE PRODUCTION

With geins in Nova Scotis and New Brunswick excecded by docreases in the three
westorn producing provirccs, Cenada's coal production in January declined seven
por cont as compared with Jeanuary last year, amounting to 1,677,246 tons as against
1,808,18: tons, nccording to the monthly deteiled figurss issucd by the Dominion
Burcau of Statistiecss The Jenuary totel compares with 1,572,356 tons in the pre-
o6ding morth of Docember.

Production in Nova Scotis during Jsnuary ross to 522,849 tons as compared with
473,913 tons in Jamuary, 1946, an increase of ten per cent, 2and in New Brunswick
o 32,046 tons as against 29,577 tons, o gaoin of eight per cent. On the other
hend, output in Alberta declined 15 per cent to 791,058 compared with 334,140 tons;
in Saskatchewan, ten per cent to 189,537 compared with 210,391 tons; and in British
Columbic, 11 per cent to 141,756 as ag inst 159,568 tons.

Imports of coal during Jamary totalled 1,289,036 tons comvared with 1,204,823
tons i Junuary last year, while exports amounted to 66,267 tons es ag inst 44,963

tonsse

Coko production during Jenuery continued the upwerd trond of the two precoding
months, amounting to 338,439 tons as compared with 320,514 tons in December and
315,923 tons in January, 1946, The month's output was the highest since March
last ycar.

GOLD OuTPUT IN JaNUARY

Cenndian mines produced 233,825 fine ouncos of gold in Januery compared with
227,469 fine ounces in the provious month and 238,450 fine ounces in January last
your, the Dominion Buresu of Statisties reports. The month's output consisted of
216,831 fine ounces from suriferous qusrtz mines, en increase of nearly nine per
cont over January last yesr, and of 16,994 fine ounces from base metal mines, a
decreasc of 57 por cent. Value of production wes $7,5°9,085.

FEBRU:#RY QUTPUT QF REFINED PETROLEUM PRCDUCTS

Continuing the advance of preceding months, output of refincd petroleum prod-
ucts during February totalled 4,B12,402 barrels as compared with $,006,161 barrels
in the corresponding month last year, according to figures issued by the Dominion
Bureau of Statisticse. The total gain over last ycar was duc mainly to substantiel
increases in production of motor gasoline, light fuel oil, kerosene and stove oil,
which were partly offset by declines in heavy fuel oil, avietion gasoline, tractor
distillete and naphtha specialticse A breakdown of the month's output, with figures
for February 1946, in brackets follows: motor gasoline, 2,127,903 (1,796,157) barrels;
aviation gasoline, 21,112 (29,777); heavy fuel oil, 968,795 (1,123,880); light fuel
0il, 814,924 (506,110)3 kerosene and stove oil, 461,867 (183,136)3 dractor distillate,
32,414 (42,935); nephtha specislties, 47,835 (56,295); other refinery products
such as lubricating oils, asphalt, coke, otcs, 347,552 (267,871) barrels.
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‘/ FARM IAPLEMENTS u4ND MaCHINTCRY INDUSTRY

Production by establishments in the farm implements and machinery industry was
547 per cent lower in vaiue in 1945 then in 1944, according to the annual report
on the ind.stry compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Gross value of
output, at factory prices, was 57,621,390 in the yesr as commared with $61,098,793
in 1944 and 456,952,569 in 1943,

Output of furm cquipment by the industry, which was cngagod during the war
yoars in production of munitions ond other spocial war goods, amcunted in value to
37,751,375 in 1945, 156,342,538 in 1944 and 318,429,964 in 1943+ In other industries
there was ¢ small production of farm mechinery, amounting to $949,000 in 1945,
$954,000 in 1944 and $£600,000 in 1943,

Thore were 41 factories included in the faerm implements indvustrv in 1948, Of
thess, 24 wore in Onturio, six in Quebec end Munitoba, threec in alberta, and one
each in Saskotchewan and Prince Edward Island. The works in Ontario accounted for
96 per cent of the total 1945 output,

BRITISH CCLUMBI.'S
LUMBER INDUSTRY IN 1945

Gross valuo of procuction of the lumber industry in British Columbia amounted
to $104,972,850 in 1945 as compared with $9€,381,844 in the provious year, according
to a now roport iscsued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, giving separate fige
ures on cecast and interior lumbbr operations in British Columbia. Of these totals,
coast operaticns nccounted for 108,742,244 in 1945 and 85,387,190 in 1944, and
interior opcrations for {16, 230,606 and 412,994,654 rcspcctlvuly.

Production of sawn lumber of all specics aggregated 2,055,082 thousand feet
board moasure in 19486 cs against 1,962,473 thousand feset in 1944, operators on the
coast producing 1,646,142 thousand fect in 1945 and 1,641,152 thousand feet in 1944.
hggregato valuc of sawn lumbsr was 76,354,956 in 1945 comnared with 70,080,622
in the provious ycar.

FUR FiRMS OF QUEBEC I1 1945

Quaboc's fur farms in 1945 produced a totzl revenus of .2,270,102 from 76,373
1ive and palted onimals ns comrored with (1,856,416 from 66,825 animals in 1944,
according to & report issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statisticss Thc 1945 figures
represent an increuse of 2263 psr cont in value and 14.3 per cent in numbers over
19444

Polts brought in 86.6 per c.nt of the total 19456 rovenue, Wihile the total
sales value was higher than in 1944 ths aversge valucs of all live foxes deereased,
but live mink brought greater average pricss.

Thore worc 2,08+ fur farms in operction in 1945 in the province. Capitel
value of plant and fur enimals was 44,641,303, cf which animals, at $2,962,838
roprosonted 6348 per cent, the remaining .1,673,465 being for land and buildingsy
Both numbor of farms anc cupitsl valuo fncrcasdd over 1944, whon therc were 2,Q71
fur faras nand the totol capital valus .amcunted to 94,156,648,

POLISHES AND DRESSINGS INDUSTRY

Production of Canadian factories oeccupied ehiefly in the manufacture of polishos;
floor wax end similar preparations hod & gross selling value of 8,091,054 in 1945
as against ¢7,358,519 the provious yuar and 6,382,042 in 1943, acoordlng to the
anrual revcort on the industry by the Dominion Bureau of Statisticss About 65 por
cont of the total production wes by plonts in Ontario and 34 per ocent by Quebsec
plants.s

Including small emounts from other industries, the major output of polishes
and floor wax curing 1945 was asfollows: oasto floor wax, 7,475,066 pounds valued
at +1,983,653; liquid floor wex and polish, 1,061,943 gallons at $2,438,905; shoe
polishos and dressings, 21,390,931; Iurnlturu polishes .321,381; suto polishes,
+100,055; stove polishes, ¢91,78Gs Total vulue of all polishes, including polishimg
wax, was 6,018,507 in 1948 compared with 5,980,066 in 1944
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COST=OF-LIVING INDEX
ADVANCED SHARPLY IN MARCH

Due mainly to higher prices of food, clothing and home furnishings, the Dom-
inion Bure:su of Statistics cost-of-living index moved up 1.7 points during Marech,
rising from 12848 on March 1 to 13046 on April 1. At the April 1 level the index
stands 346 points, or somewhat more than two per cent higher than at the first of
the year, and 846 points ebove the level of April 1 last ycar. The acvance since
August, 1939, whon the index was 10043, amounts to 29.6 per cent.

About one-half of the inoreacsc in the index between March and April 1, was due
to higher food prices, the food index moumting from §48.7 to 151.6 a beef, sugar,
vegotables and fruits recorded appreciable gains. The twelvo-month rise in this
indox was 1645 points. Clothing and home furnishings wero together responsible
for most of the remaining part of the month's asdvance in tho indexe Priee increases
for a broad range of clothing items raiscc the index for this group from 133.,1 to
13649, while commensurate inercasos in furniture and home furnishings led a rise
in the index for the home furnishings and scrvicus group from 13346 to 1372,

In contrast with the marked upward movement in these throe groups, the mis-
e¢llancous indox rosc slightly from 11640 to 116.3, when gasoline prices wore
inereascd, and tho rental, and fucl and 1ight scries remaincad unchangod at 113,.4

and 109,11 respoctively.

LEATHER FOOTWEAR PRODUCTION IN FEBRU:RY

Output of leather footwsar in February incrcascd slightlv over the proceding
month, but liks the January production, wes below that of the corresponding month
last yuar, being recorded at 3,299,531 pairs as oompared with 3,132,186 pairs in
Janucry and 3,496,811 pairs in February 1946, the Dominion Bureau of Statisties
reports. Aggregute production of 6,431,717 pairs for January and February compared
with 6,897,248 peirs in the corresponding poriod last year, the decrease being
sproad through 2«11 classificationse

REPORTS ISSUEL DURING THE WEEK

le Stocks of Butter, Cheese and Eggs in Principal Cities of Canada,
May 1 (10 cents). :

2e Car Loadings on Canadiun Railways = Weekly (10 ecnts).

3e Gold Production, Jumuery (1 cents).

4e Production -f Leather Footwear, February (10 conts)e

5+ Monthly Report on Refined Petroleum Products, February (20 conts),
- 6e Fruilt and Vegotable Preparations Industry, 1945 (25 conts),

7+ Monthly Indexes of Wholesales Sales, March (10 cents)e

8e Production of Iron and Stoel, Maroch (10 cents).

% The Farm Implements end Machinery Industry in Canada, 1945 (25 cents)e
10s The Polishes and Dressings Industry, 1945 (15 cents).

11, Index Numbers of Cost of Electricity, 1946 (25 cents).

124 Employmsnt Situation, March (10 conts).

13+ Advanco Report on Fur “ams of Quebec, 1945 (10 cunts)e

14+ Monthly Traffic Report of Reilways, January (10 cents)e

15¢ Codl ond Coko Stutistics, January (10 cunts).

164 The Lumbor Industry in British Columbia, 1945:

(a) Operations on the Coest
(b) Opsrations in the Interior, (10 cents).

17+ Motor Vohicle Production, March (10 cents).

18+ Curront Trends in Food Distribution, Marech (10 conts),

19« Statistical Report on the Operstions of the Unemployment Insurance Act,

March (10 cents).

20¢ Production, Shipments end Stocks of Hand of Sawmills, Februury (10 cents).
2les Conadion Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents).

22¢ Dyeing cnd Finishing of Toxtile Goods in Canada, 1745 (15 cents).

2%¢ Monthly Indexss of Retail Sales, March (10 cents)e

2%e Statistios of Average Hours Worked and Hourly Earnings At the Beginning

of March (10 cents).

25e Primary Iron and Steol, February (10 cents).

26s Minoral Production of Conada 944 (detai {81, .
27¢ Prico Movement, April (Proliﬁi&arﬁ)f (;glgggtsg?ort) pIIe s
28+ Sugar Report, March 29 to April 19 (10 conts).

29 Trade of Cunidas Imports Entorod for Consumpticn, February (detailed) (25 cents ).
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