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CROP CONDITIONS IN CANADA

Temperatures and spring precipitation have remained below normal throughout
the Prairie Provinces, the season generally being about two weeks later than normal,
according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Frosts have been widespread but
serious damage is quite restricted. Warmer weather is urgently required in all
three provinces, and rainfall would be welcome in many districts.

Seeding is about completed in Manitoba where moisture reserves are still con=
sidered satisfactory with the exception of the southern Red River and Brandon areas.
A small percentage of flux and cosrse grains remains to be sown in Saskatchewan.
Germination has been generally fair to good but warm wcather must be had if crops
aro to compote with the hoavy growth of weeds. Cutworms and wireworms have been
active in some areas. Frost has caused damage to early crops in some localities,
particularly to fall rye. With whoat seeding completed and about 10 per cent of the
coarse grains still to be seedod, crop conditions remain uniformly fair to good
throughout Alberta. Scattcred showers and heavier rains at some points during the
weok replenished the drying top soil. Subsoil moisture ressrves romeined satis-
factorye Cool woather has retardod growth of all crops. Heavy frosts during the
oarly part of the woek causod severe damage to early barley and flax ficlds necess-
itating somc¢ rosooding. Fall rye which was hoaded out in tho southern districts
also guffercd., The groatest need is for warmer woather throughout the province to
promotc a more rapid plant devolopment.

The soason in Quobec is the latest in yoars with cold weathor, excessive rains
and flooding hemporing work on the land. It is ostimetcd that at June 1 only five
per cent of the intended grain acreage had been scedede In many areas live stock
are still steble fed as grass is too short to permit pasturing in some distriots
and the meadows too wet in other aress to withstand trampling. Worm weather is
urgently requircode In Ontario unseasonably cool, wet weathor has caused serious
deterioration in the prospects for spring grains and lote cropse A national con-
férence on food grains hes been called for June 11 to eppraise the foed outlook.
West of Kingston only a little more than 50 per cent of the intended acreage of
coarsy grains has been seeded with omly five to 20 per cent of scedings completed
ir tho eastormost counties. Fall wheat and meadows are generally making good
growth but wet pastures are being damaged by trampling in some creas. Fruit troes
show heavy bloom with the exccption of pecches in some districtse The swuet cherry
crop, however, is scriously threatened by stem rot and blossom blight brought on
by the wot weather.

Tho hot, dry weathor of the past three weeks was relicved by good rains that
fell in all sections of British Columbia during the p:.st weekeende The hay end
grain crops in non-irripated weter was available the growth is oxc:llente The
fruit crop prospcots in the heavy producing Okanagen Valley are, for the most part,
good, apriocots being the only exception. The above average strawborry crop is now
moving to murket from the coastal areas.

Conditions in the Maritimes are variable. Spring work is woell advanced in
Nova Scotia whore soeding is practically comploteds In New Brunswick, on the other
hand, only 40 per cent of the grein and potatoss are in the ground. The pastures

in both provinccs ar¢ in good condition and the outlook for the hay erop is favour-
able. The bloom in the spple orchards is also promising.
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WCRLD WHEAT SITUATION

World bread grain stocks are due to reach a generally low ubb within the next
few woeks, according to the monthly review of the wheat situation issucd by the
Dominion Bureau of Stutistics. The present situation is, in many respocts, similar
to thet existing at this time last year when exporting countrios werc bending all
their efforts tow:.rds sverting famine in the war-torn areas of Eurcpe ond Asia.

The pressurc on supplics camnot be grestly relicved until new United States wheat
roachce the deficit areas, although some relief might be afforded if tho Argentine
wors sble to step up its currently low rate of shipmente.

iAccording to thg Internstional Emergency Food Council, grain stocks in the
imperting nations are now lower than they were at this time last ysare Reductions
in bread rations of some countries have clready occurred and further roductions are

probable in Sweden, Dormerk and Czechoslovekia. According to a trade report,
I.E.FeCe huas calculxntcd that cereal imports of 8,000,000 tons between now and Sep-
tembor will be required to maintain raticns at last winter's level -- after taking
into account the arrival of the now harvest in many areas and with no allowance

made for tho acoumuletion of operating stocks. According to the same report, I.E.F.Ce
ecns iders the 8,000,000 ton figure to be backed up by offective demand == while

thers are only 75 million tons of available oxportable supplies in sighte

Both the Unitcd Statos and Canada are agein working agoinst time to meet thelr
ovarsgns commitments. The transportation difficulties expcrionced in Canada earlisr
in tho year have cased considerebly and clearancss of whoat and flour during the
vwooks onding May 16 and May 23, excs=ded 6,000,000 bushels per week., To assist

in mrintaining the _ceslrnrltol rato of Canadian shipments, two govermment measures
have %aen inurodnced.

Gxports of Conadian wheat anf flour in torms of wheat omounted to approximately
15,500,000 bushels during March, bringing the total for the first nine mocnths of
the yoor to 155,900,000 husholse. During the same pericd last year, 283,200,000
bushels of whuat and flour equivelent were exportede. An estimated 159,800,000
bushecls remained on May 1 for export or carryover at the ond of the crop yeuar as
comperad with 126,400,000 on tho samc date lest yeare. Since May 1 the rete of export
has increased substentinlly. :

STCCKS AND MARKETINGS OF

WHEAT 4SND COARSE GRAINS

Stocks of Camndian wheat in store or in trensit in North Americs at midnight
an May 29 totalled 80,532,850 bushels, ocomparsd with 84,286,881 on May 22, and
63,853,120 on the corrosponding date last year, according to figures roleascd by
tho Dominion Bureuau of Statisticse. Visible stocks on the latest date comprised
80,015,800 bushels in Canadien positions and 19,000 in United States positions.

Deliveriss of wheat from farms in the Prairis Provinces during the week ending
May 29 totalled 4,301,623 bushels, comparcd with 3,625,226 in the preccding weeks
During the pericd August 1 to May 29, marketings of wheat aggregated 288,843,815
buskale srmparsd with £15,500,387 in the similar period of 1946-46.

The follewing quentitles of coarse grains also were dclivered from famms in
the Prairic Provinces during the weok ending May 29, totals for the preceding week
baing in bracksts: oats, 1,982,116 (1,881,701) bushels; barley, 1,121,727 (1,071,-
3"15";); ye, 21]"‘::?:? i 59, """”; fl&xseed, 2,463 (1,658).

FLOID MILK SALES IN M&RCH

Fluid milk sales in March wore estimeted at approximately 298,000,000 pounds,
u dogline of 3.5 per cent from the corresponding month of last year, and fluid
crean salos, at 52,000,000 oounds, a decreass of eight-tenths of one per cent,
according to the Dominion Buresu of Statistics. During the first throe months of
this yoar, milk sales werc approximately 889,000,000 pounds, and cream sales,
oxprexsed as milk, reachecd a totdl of 152,000,000 pounds. In comparison with the

same period of the previocus year, these figures represent reductions of two and
four per cent, resnsctivaly.
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN APRIL

Productive operations in Canada during April showsd an increasc over the precec-
ing monthe The index of the physical volume of business was nearly two per cent
highors Advances were shown in each of the five main componcnts, the increase in
manufacturing activities and the production of slectric power being of moderate
proportionse The index of mineral production at 188.8 was 844 per cent above the
preced ing monthe Gold receipts at the Mint were 205,165 fine ounces compared wlth
206,415, showing a considereble gain after seasonal adjustment. The production of
coal also showad an increase after seasonal tendencles are taken into account,

The flour-milling indox mose from 210.7 to 218; the output cf wheat flour wes
2,379,000 barrcls compared with 2,354,000s The manufacture of sugar showed a con-
siderabls inorease in the lest four-weck period. Tho release of tobacoo showed a
decline, with cigarettos made availablc numbering 1,178 million against 1,214 million.

Activity of the moat-packing industry increasec considorably during April. The
indox of slaughterings rose from 127.5 to 143+1 in April, with hcgs advenoing from
343,000 to 418,000. The dairy industry recovered sharply, the index moving up from
122 to 148 A decline was shown in the raw cotton used by the textile industry.

Nowsprint output was 369,490 tons against 372,482, and the index of production
by the forestry industry receded about three points to 16543e The output of steel
ingots and castings was 252,156 tons agaimst 269,732. Tho recession in pig ironm,
howovor, was less than normal for the season. Contracts awarded in the month were
$529 million against $38.4 million in the preceding month, the index rising ebout
tun points to 253.2.

Minor increase was shown in electric power production, the index advamecing from
17441 to 17445, while the index of distribution based on railway traffic, internal
and oxternal trade, rose nearly four points to 183.5.

Important sconomic factors in other fields recorded advances in April over the
precoding month. The index of wholosale prices was 122.9 against 120.4. The four
classes of bank deposits held by tho chartored banks were at a slightly higher
position, totalling $6,188 million compared with $6,171 million. Notlice daposits
rose to & new high position, emounting %o $3,619 million on March 31« High-grade
bond priloes showed & minor rocession and the index of common stock prices dropped
from 1064 to 104.8.

COST-QF-LIVING INDEX FOR MAY 1

Tho Daninion Bureau of Statisties cost-of-living index advenced 25 pointd
botwoen April 1 and May 1, or from 130.6 to 133.1, showing the sacond greatest
monthly increase since Septembar 1939 when the rise was 247 pointse At the May 1
level, the index was 6.1 points higher than at the first of the year, and 1l.1
points above the level of May 1 last year. The increase since August 1939, when
tho index was 100.8, was 32 per cont.

All six of the component greups recorded cdvances between April 1 and May 1,
due to changes for rents, butter, ceal and numerous other items. The foods index
mounted from 1516 on April 1 to 154.9 on May 1, rentals from 113.4 to 115,4, fuel
and light from 109.1 to 116.2, clothing from 136+9 to 14040, homefurnishings and
services from 13742 to 138.6, and miscellaneous items from 1163 to 116.8.

The usual May survey of rents, based upon realtors' lists of properties, wes
supplemented by a sample survey of tenant households in Canadian cities of 30,000
and over. It 1s clear from these returns that only a small proportion of tenant
households had received May rental adjustments.

MARCH CONSUMPTION OF RUBBER

March consumption of mbber by manufacturers was as follows, according to the
Dominion Bureau of Statisticss notural, 2,440 long tons; synthetic, 2,876 long tons;
and reclaim 1,570 long tons. In the synthetic field, 3,356 long tons of Buna S,
and 1,110 long tons of Butyl were produced. These data are¢ from the March report
on the consumption, production and inventorles of mbber, which also contains ocon=-
sumption by end=-product destination, and historical statoments covering the war years.
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EMPLOYMENT SITUATICN AT
BEGINNING OF 4LPRIL

Thore wos moderats oxpaonsion in employment in the Dominion at the beginning
of April, when tho trend was upwerd in manufacturing and in the non-manufacturing
industrios with tho oxception of logging, according to the Dominion Bureau of Stat-
isticse Data were tabulateod bv the Bureau from 17,526 employers in the eight major
industrial divisions, whoss staffs numbered 1,858,738 at the beginning of April;
as compare? with 1,855,636 at March 1, there wes an increasc of 3,102 persons, or
Oe2 per cente There wore small gonsral advences for workers of both sexes.

The weekly payrols disbursed at April 1 by tho firms furnishing stetistics
in the olght leading industries aggregeted $66,370,262, cs comrerod with $66,088,390
distributed on or about March 1. The increase amcunted to Os4 per cent. The avorage
wookly carnings of the typicel individuel in recorded employmont slightly advenced,
from $35.61 in the last return to $35.71 at the date under roview, and compared
with $32.48 at April 1, 1946, end $32.00 at April 1, 1945.

The goneral improvement raised the index of employment, one th. 1926 base as
100, from 13043 at March 1 tc 18047 at April 1, a figurc which hes nover boun
oxcocdod at the timo of years The index at April 1 in 1946 was 16849, and that
in 1945, 176493 in 1944 snd 1943, tho Ar-ril 1 figures wero practically the same,
standing at 180.8& ond 12046, rospoctivelye

The most pronounced change in the situation at April 1 as compared with March 1
was the soasonal decline of 12,787 porsons, or 1ll.l per ccnt, recorded in logginge
Thore wore smoller losses in railway construction and maintonance, cnd the trend
was “ownward in sevorel groups of menufacturing, notably in food and tobaocco pro=
cosginge Those reductions were also seassnal in characters On the other hand,
medcrate improvement wes shown in most other brunchos of manuf cturing and in the
remc ining nonemenufecturing incustrios. On thoe wholo, the co-opurating menufucturers
roported some 4,000 ndcditional omployees, most of whem were taken on in the iren
and stcel ond toxtile-using divisi-ns. In the construction group as a whcle, there
was o gain of nearly 5,200 perscns, there being cxpansion in builcing end highway
worke The additicns tu the staffs reported in mining, cormunications, trensport-
ation, servic.s an? tra‘e were on a sm:ller scale.

SALES AND PURCEASES OF SECURITIES
BETWERN CAMaD: &ND OHER COUNTRIES

Purchases of securities by Cocneda fron all other countrics in lirch cxeooded
salos by $8,200,000, the largest purchase balance for any month since April 1937,
acooding to the Dominicn Bureau of Statistics. Totel purchases were $32,300,000
an’ total scles $24,100,000, During the preceding month, sales and purchasses had
boen cpproximetely squal, and in March 1946 sales exceeded purchases by $20,200, 0004
Durin: the first quarter of 1947 total net purchases, heavily weizhtod by the March
figures, smounted W 5,000,000, cumparecd with net sales of 372,800,000 in Jemuary-
March, 1940,

Net purchases from the United Stotes in March were 38,000,000, a figure chiefly
composc? of Canaddan and Us Se bonds -- 33,700,000 and $800,000, respectivelyy
Canadian stocks 1,800,000, and unspecified boncs $1,800,000, Net pumrcohases of
Unitod States stocks st 1,000,000 were bulanced by net sales of "other countries"
stocks to the same amounte Net pwrchases from the United Kingdom were $500, 000,
chicfly repurchases f Canalisn stocks -- $400,000e Total trade with other coun-
trics was comparatively small, resulting in a net seles balonee of $200,000.

COUNTRY GENERAL STCRE SALES IN ALPRIL

Total sales of general merchents in the smaller communities and rural arecos
of Canada worc three per cent higher in April than in the corresponding month last
year, and increased cight per cent over March, accordinz to figures released by
the Dominion Bureau of Stetistics. Une?justed indexes of sales, on the base,
1935-193%2100, stood at 193.5 for April, 1%7.3 for April, 1946, and 1786 for
March, 1947. During the first four months of this year, salos overcged 6.1 per
ccnt higher than in the similar period of 1946.



A}
June 7, 1947 _D.3.5. WEEKLY BULLETIN dl Pago 5

RETAIL SALES SIK P&R
CENT HIGHER IN .PRIL

Retail sales were six per cent higher in April than in tho same month last year
and wero fracticnally up from the precoding month, according to the Duminion Bureau
of Statisticse Dcllar volume of business in the first four months of the year was
oircht per cent above that in the similar period of 1946, Unadjusted indexes, on tho
base, averag: for 1935-1939=100, stood nt 224.5 for April this year, 2120 for April
1946, and 22361 for March, 1947.

Ten of the fourteen reteil trades represented in the monthly surveys reported
highor salos in April this year than laste In most cases the increases were small.
Radio and electrical stores had the largest gain in sales, one of 32 por cent. But
the most important ecntributions tv the overall increase in sales were made by
department stores and food stores, both of which have substantial woights in the
index and whoso s:los gains were nine and 11 per cent, respectively. Jewellery
stores showed the only major reduction below lest year, their sales falling off 22
per ccnbe Slipght doelines were reported for restaurants, lidios' avvarel shops and
furniture doalcys -

Among the rureral morchandise trades, the sales increeses for country gemaral
and variety storss worc much small than those for department storese Dopartment
and varicty storos showed fairly uniform incrpases across tho countrye. Ganeral
merchants, on the ¢ther hund, marked up fair sales gains in the Maritimes, Ontario
and Zpitish Columbia, while no chango from lest year occurrcd in Quebece and the
Prairio Provincus.

Grocory, combinetion and moat store sales gained appreciably in cll secctionse
Restaurant sales held cluse to last yecr's volume in £1l but tho Maritimes where a
sharp doclinu wus recorduc.

On tho whole, the enparsl trades d2id about the same amcunt of business in
April this year as in the seme month a year ago, although men's weer stores managed
to obtain an inervase of about five per cent onthe strength of gains in Quebsc and
Ontorioe In tho Prairie Provincos, salcs wore down for all apporel classifications.

Thore has beon £ sharp contraction in the rate of expansion in sales of certain
durablc goeds stores. Thus, hardwarc business was up only four par cont and fur-
niturc storo sales Cropped thros pir cent commred with the April, 1946 vclume.
Activity of haordware and furniturc stores was susteined in tho Maritimes to a
erestor extent thun in other rezions of the country. Furniture storec roeductions
were most pronouncud in western Canada.

Chain candy stores repcrted a decreasc of nine per cent in sales for April,
1947 over the same munth a year ago, and were up by five per cent in tho Jamary-
to-April compariscne Sales of furricrs increased two por count in April of this
ysar over laste

STOCKS OF BUTTER, CHEESE AND
EGUS TW NINE TLINCIFAL CITIES

tocks of crenmery butter in nine cf the prineipal cities of Canada on Juno 1
amoantcd to 11, 504,004 pounds, compered with 3,942,018 poundz on May 1, and 7,583,-
371 on tho corresponcing date last year, according to figures relsesed by the Dom=
inion Burenu of Statistics.

Holdings wero as fullows, by citiss, figures for June 1 last year belng in
bracketss Quebec, 682,189 (790,940) pounds; Montresl, 5,809,203 (2,762,504);
Toronto, 1,456,265 (1,$44,807); Winnipeg, 1,324,846 (827,427); Rogzine, 253,137
(142,132); Saskatoon, 292,033 (177,246); Edmonton, 618,817 (475,632); Calgary, 273,-

026 (290,682); Vancouver, 796,488 (771,851).

Chocse stocks in thes¢ nine cities on June 1 totnlled 11,814,596 pounds come
pared with 9,425,886 on May 1, =nd 14,987,921 & ycar agoe. Holdings of cold storage
oggs wore 7,479,871 dezsncgainst 3,623,610 on May 1, and 5,726,730 last year.
Stoclks of frosh opgs were 3,647,084 dozon compared with 3,579,390 on May 1, while
the holdings of frozen egy meats wure 7,743,174 pounds compared with 4,780,187 on
May 1, end £,564.572 on Junc 1, 1946,
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QUTPUT QF CENTRAL ELECTRIC STATIONS

Contral slectric stations produced 3,727,245,000 kilowatt hours in April com=-
parad with 3,956,765,000 in the preceding mcnth, an¢ 3,506,2568,000 in the corrospond=-
ing month last yosr, according tc figures released by tho Dominien Burceu of Stat-
isticse. During the first four months of this yesr, 15,189,468,000 kilowatt hours
woro produced, compuruc with 13,665,146,000 in the similar poriod of 1946.

Consumption of primary power == procuction loss exnorts and sscondary power ==
emcuntod to 2,969,135,000 kilowatt hours in April compearec with 3,061,729,000 in
March and 2,534,807,000 in April, 1946+ Total for the first four months of the year
was 11,878, 719,000 kilowatt hours oompored with 10,033,207,000 in tho like perlod of
19464

PRODUCTION OF LEADING MINERALLS

Output of cll but five of sixteon lencing Canacdicn minorcls shovoed gains vary-
inz from small to larpge both in March and the first quarter this year over 1946,
aocording to a summery for Merch issued by the Dominion Bursau of Statistiose
Coal, load, petroleum, silver =ond zine provided the oxceptions, =11 being lower
both in the month and quarter.

Production figuros for the quirter of minerals showing incressos (1946 figures
in brackets) wesoct asbestos, 143,452 tons (102,430); cement, 1,637,352 barrels
(1,187,738); clay products, 2,745,399 ($2,218,843); corper, 99,987,860 pounds
(92,063,473); foldspar, 7,828 *ons (6,062); gold, 719,176 fine ounces (I15,307);
gypsum, 282,934 tons (95,433); lime, 219,633 tons (208,062); natural gas, 17,474,-
150 M. ocubic feet (15,4%8,866); nickel, 56,620,309 psunds (41,%50,334); commercial
salt, 123,630 tuns (68,842).

Procduction docrouscs for the quarter woerec: coal, 2,693,206 tons (5,086,747}
load, 79,087,445 psunds (95,833,863); petroleum, 1,734,170 berrels (1,954,156);
silvar, 2,693,571 fine vunces (3,411,775); zinc, 101,018,522 pounds (124,475,558).

COnL PRODUCTION SHARFLY
_REDUCED IV FEBRUARY

Coel production in Conaocda in Fobrusry was 31 per cent lowor than in the corr-
ospond ing month last ycar, smcounting to 1,131,878 tons, compared with 1,640,643,
according to figurcs roleascd by the Dominion Bureau of Statisties. During the
first two months of the year, output totalled 2,809,124 tons compared with 3,288,-
909 in the similar period of 1946.

A strike which commenced February 15 reduced procuction in Nove Scotia and
Neow Brunswick and thore wes also a considerable loss of output in wostern Canada
as a rosult of o ear shortage. Compared with Fobruery last year, Nova Seotia showed
& decrease in production of 51 per cent, New Brunswick 14 por cent, Saskatchewsn
20 per cent, Alberta 26 per cent, and British Columbia 11 per cont.

Imports of conl in February mmountoed to 1,178,735 tons cs comparod with 1,302, -
801 in the seme month last yeer, a decline of nine per cent. In the two-month
noriod, 2,467,771 tons were imnorteud oompared with 2,507,624 in the like poriocd of
1946.

Coke produetion in Fobru:ry totalled 285,000 tons comrercd with 338,000 in
Jama ry znd 299,000 a yoesr sgo, bringing the two-mounth total tov 627,000 tons as

MnRCH FRODUCTION OF SILVER

Output of silver in March was recerdcd et 1,038,523 fino ounces as aompered
with 892,953 in the preceding month ond 1,165,684 in the corrcsponding month last
yuary according to figures reloased by the Dominion Burcau of Statistics. During
tho first throoe months of this year, 2,698,571 fine ounces wero produced compared
with 3,411,775 in the similar poriod of 1946
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PRODUCTION OF IRCN AND STEEL IN AFRIL

Production of pig iron in Conads in April was well above the total for the
same month last year, smounting to 160,749 net tons, comrercd with 142,240, accord-
ing to tho Dominion Bureau of Stantisticse Total for the first four months of this
yoar was 653,097 net tons, compared with 587,032 in the like period of 1946.

april ou®put of stecl ingots and stecl castinzs totalled 254,156 net tons,
being slightly higher than in April last ycer whoen the totcl was 247,519 net tons,
During the first four months of this year, 1,000,908 net tons were produced, com=
parod with 975,152 a ysar azo.

Production of ferro alloys in April amountes to 13,015 nct t:ns compared with
14,197 in the preceding month and 13,083 in Arril, 1946. In the four months onded
April, 46,123 nct tons were producod compared with 43,238 in the seme period of
194G

PRODUCTION OF LEAD IN MuRCH

Load proluction in Mar-h amountec to 28,663,366 pounds, compsred with 25,271, -
273 in February, cnd 31,227,562 in March last year, according to the Dominion Bureau
of Stotisticse Outnut for the threo months, Januory-March, aggregated 79,087,445
paunds comparcd with 95,833,863 in the like period of 19i6,

QUTTUT OF ZINC il MARCH

March production of zinc amountes to 33,926,907 poun's, comrnared with 32,028, -
943 in Februory, end 42,957,226 in March 1946, according to the I'ominion Buresu of
Statisticse Totul output for the first throe months of this year wes 101,018,522
pounds, compered with 124,475,568 in the sdme neriold of 1946

MARCH OITT'}_‘? _?Fﬁ ’f.'?:.-’p;:_ﬂ_fliTROLEU;“I
Iinﬁ EIJ.TURXXL G‘xS(\LINE A

OCutput of eru’o potroleum ens’ natural gnsoline was lower in March, omounting
to 602,088 barrvls, comperc” with 663,537 in the corresponding month last yesr,
according to figuros relecsed by tho Dominion Buream of Statisticse Producticn
during the first querter of this yvar was 1,734,170 barrels comrered with 1,954,156
in the similar poriod of lest yeore.

Alberta's cutput in March was reccrded st 542,175 berrels, gompared with 644, -
205 in the samu miunth last year, first quarter production amounting o 1,610,194
barrvls comparod with 1,804,217 New Brunswick produced 1,835 burrels in March;
Ortario, §741; Saskatchewar, 20,760; anc the Nurthwest Territories, 28,577 barrels.

NATURAL GAS FRODUGTION IN MARCH

Natural gos praduction was incroasst in Maroh, totalling 5,518,090 M cubie
foot, as compared with 4,627,325 M in the corresponding month last yecar, according
to figures rcleasod by the Dominion Buro:u of Statistics. In the first quarter
of this year, production agiregated 17,474,150 M cubic feet, compared with 15,498, -
866 M in the similar nariod of 1946,

SALES OF ELECTHIC STORaGE B. TTERIES

Sales of clectric storaje botteries and parts by prineiral Canadian procucers
in April wore valusd at 984,445, compared with 31,039,385 in March and §723,246
in thc corresponding month last year, according to figures releassd by the Domin-
fon Burcoau of Statistics. During tho first four months of this year, foctory sales
totallod ©3,990,232 as sgainst L3,093,152 in the likec period of 1946.
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SHIPMENTS OF PRIMARY STEEL SH.FES

Shipments of primary shapes by Cenadian stecl mills, oxclusive of producers'
intcrchongo, totullod 216,393 not tons in March, compared with 203,924 in the pre-
csling month and 254,015 in the corresponding month last ycar, according to figures
relonscd by the Dominion Bureau of Statisticse During the first throe months of this
year, 688,630 not tons wore shipped, compared with 722,115 in the samo period of 1946.

This ycar's March shipmonts inclucded 20,767 tons of sumi-finished shapes; 13,126
tons of structurals; 17,329 tons of plates; 19,945 tons of rails; 49,850 tons of hot
rolled barsy 13,738 tons of nipes anc tubes; 18,698 tons of wire rodss 16,272 tons
of block shosts; 8,629 tons of galvanized shoets; 538 tons of tool steel; 5,971 tons
of castings, and 31,530 tuns of othor shapes. The amount of produccrs' intcrchange
wos 68,045 tons in March end 62,135 in Fehruary.

ESTIMATED PRODUCTICN OF
SN LUMBER IN M.ARCH

Estimated production of sawn lumber, excluding sawn tios, incrensod in March
to 404,829 M feet board measure from last year's corresponding total of 379,619 M
feat, according to figures reloased by the Dominion Burvau of Statistlics. In
Fobrunry the total was 369,025 M feets Production in the first quarter of this
yoar, cstimated at 1,103,658 M foet, was about four per cont higher then in the
sams period of 1946.

Morch production by sawmills located East of the Rockics totelled 192,185 M
foot bosrd measure, oomrared with 182,819 M in March lest ycar, an increase of
five per cont; the total for the first quarter was 538,721 M feet, or seven per
cent highorse British Columbia's output in March was 212,644 M feet, bringing the
total for the first quarter to 564,937 M, showing increcses of elght and one
per cunt, respsctively.

MOTCR VEHICLE PRODUCTICK
STILL BIGERER IN AFRIL

Procduction of motor vehicles in Canada showed e furthor increase in April
whon 22,404 came off assembly lines as compared with 21,330 in Merch, bringing the
totel for the four months January to April to 84,089, according ta figures issued
by the Dominlon Bureeu .f Statisticse These figures compared with 16,830 units
In April end 44,182 in the first four months of last yeare

Commercial vehicles produced in April rose to 9,153 unlts as compared with
7,903 4n larch and 6,967 in April last yoar, while thc output of pascongor oprs was
13,2B1 units as agoinst 13,927 in the preceding munth and 9,363 a year agos Aggre-
patoe output of passcnger cars in the Janusry-April period stands nt 52,144 units
and of commerclial vehicles at 31,945.

Of the April production, passenger cars intended for sale in Canada numbered
9,684%, bringing the total avallable for Canadian purchasers in the four months
this year to 35,9465, Total passenger cars producuc for export in the periocd was
16,1999 Number of commeroial vehicles intended for sale in Canada was 5,977 as
egplnst 3,176 for export in April, and 20,453 as compared with 11,292 in the four
monthse

CAR LO..DINGS ON CaANADIAN RAILVAYS

Car loadings on Canadian railways for the week endec May 24 declined to 71,132
cars from 77,800 cars for the preceding week, the holiday on May 24 undoubtedly
being a factor in the decrease, according to the Dominion Bureau nf Statistics.
Comparcd with loadings last year, thore was an increase of 10,096 cars, or 1l6.5 per
oonte

Grain incpeased from 5,293 cars last year to 8,725 cars, grain products from
2,763 to 3,482 cars, ores and concentrates from 1,781 to 2,276 cars, pulpwood from
24822 to 3,395 cars, lumber from 2,593 to 3,484 cars, misccllaneous procucts from
4,904 t0 5,342 cars and lscele merchandise from 15,231 to 16,692 carse Cosl fell
fro 2,168 cars to 1,129. '
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LUMBER INDUSTRY OF THE FPRAIRIE FROVINCES

Gross value of production by the lumber industry in tho three Pruirie Frovinoes
oggregated $13,855,916 in 1945 as sgeinst $13,914,572 the pruviusuk yeer, according
to roports for each provinee issued bv the Dominion Burcau of Stutisticse Lower
figures were recorded for the industry in Menitoba cnd Saskotchewan and an ineresse
in Alberta.

In Manitoba, output of sawn lumber in 1948 totalled 63,453,000 board feoet valued
at 38,364,945 as compared with 72,870,000 board foot valuod at 42,635,000 in 1944.
Froduction of spruce amounted to 54,988,000 board feet, poplar to 6,631,000 and jack
pine to 1,074,000 feet. Thore were 31,385 savn tics produced with a vclue of {25,439
and a reduced quantity of 3,711 thousand lath.

Saskatchewan had a production of 126,082,000 board fest of suwn lumber velued
at $4,227,527 as egeinst 163,986,000 feet valued et 45,117,360 in the previous year,
Output of spruce was 119,363,000 fest, poplar 3,385,000 and¢ jack pine 1,709,000
board foet. Sawn ties were alsc produced to the number of 341,099 worth 258,113
and box shooks eamcunting to 1,975,000 board feet.

Alberta's output of sawn lumber of all speoies totalled 189,412,000 toard feet
velued at $5,897,668 compared with 162,913,000 feet at 4,685,231 in 1944. Spruce
accounted for 177,274,000 feet of the total, jack rine for 6,4<1.00), and poplar for
2,916,000 board feot. Production cf sawn ties incree:.. o 153,901 velued at $741, -
382 from 838,64: at 710,712 in 1944.

MiNITOB:# FARMS HAD FEWER HORSES
MORE CATTLE, POULTRY IN 1946

Number of horses on Manitoba farms, after a moderate Jownwerd trend between
1936 and 1941, dropped sharply last year to 215,098 from 301,763 on June 1, 1941,
a declinc of nearly 29 per cent, according to preliminary figures of tho 1946
Frairic Consus released by the Duminion Bureau of Stetisticse At the same date in
1636 the numbecr of horses was 304,410.

Value of Manitoba's farm horses on June 1 last yeer is placsd at $10,724,450,
aporoximntely twoethirds that of $16,377,887 for 1941 and less thm half the 1936
valuo of $22,105,727.

Cattle population in Monitobe on June 1, 1946 was 799,633 as compared with
705,337 five yoars earlier and 747,367 in 1936, showing en increase of 13.4 and
sevon por cent, respectively. The value of cattle, howover, showed a much greater
incresse, stending at $49,485,625 last ycer as comm red with (26,495,164 in 1941
and only 14,238,422 in 1936.

Number of sheep last yeer was 205,516, down l€.5 per cont from the 1941 total
of 246,169 end slightly below the 1936 figure of 207,915. Census figures for swine
in 1925 show a drzop of nearly 39 per cont to 308,052 from 503,407 in 1941, but an
increase of 14 por cent cver the 1936 total of 269,708,

Total poultry pcpulation last year was 17 per cent highor than in 1941 and
60 por cunt above 1936, due mainly to sharp lLucreases in nens ond ohickens, which
numbered 7,073,140 as a gainst 5,747,907 in 1941 end 4,255,554 in 1936 Numbor of
turkeys declined to 356,963 compared with 601,172 an! 380,007, respectively, five
and ton years carlier. Bcth geese at 67,324 and ducks at 77,548 showed incresses
last yoar over 1941 end 194€,

DEALERS * STOCKS OF NON-
FERROUS SCRAF METAL

Deslers! stceks of non-ferrous scrap metal at the e¢n? of March wore ac frllows,
totals for the beginning of the month being in brackets: aluminum, 4,750,958
(4,613,894) pounds; brass and bronze, 5,411,672 (5,571,514); copper, 4,012,893
(3,985,251)3 megnesium, 121,975 (122,137); nickel, 229,083 (256,318); tin-lead,
5,526,602 (4,798,217); zino, 1,227,235 (1,308,528); drosses, 1,749,613 (1,063,956).
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DIVORCES GRANTED IN 1946

Rising sharply over thc tctal for the precoding year, the number of cdivoreces
granted in Chnacda in 1946 was 7,554 as coampared with 5,076 in 1945, an inorease of
29 por centy-according to preliminary figures releasec by tho Dominion Bureeu of
Statistics. All vroviness hu:d more diverces than in 1945, advances ranging from
A low of 29 poer cunt for Ontarios to 12% per cent for New Brunswick. Although Onterio
and British Columble yrented more divorcues in 1946 than othor suctions of Canada,
norccntage increases in these two provinces were lower than tho averagse for the
Dominion as a whcoles:

Ontario, witn 2,510 divorces, accounted for 3342 per cint of the all-Canada
total in 1946, compared with 1,940 in 1945. British Columbia had 2,305 divorces,
or 26e5 per cent of the Dominion total, cumpared with 1,366 in 1¢45. slberta had
962 divorces compared with 575 in 1945, Manitoba 636 compared with 405, Saskatchewan
505 canrared with 282, New Brunswick 382 compared with 171, Quebec 280 compared with
177, Nova Scutia 260 compared with 158, and Frinco Edward Island four compared with
twoe

FROCESSED CHEESE INDUSTRY IN 1946

Processod cheeso made in Canada during 1946 amounted to 34,361,018 pounds valued
at 310,854,510 as oumpared with 33,448,482 p-unds with a v:lue of 9,850,077 in
1945, according to a report by the Dominion Burcau of Statistics. Other products
of the procossed cheese industry, including egg powder, saniwich spread, salad
ond mayonnaise dressing, totalled 5,313,368 in value as against ¥9,398,924 the
precad ing year, making total value of output 16,167,878 in 1946 comporec with
19,849,001 in 1945« There were 23 plants manufscoturing processed chcese ir 1946;
nine in Queboe, eight in Ontorio, threc in Menitouba, two in Alberta and onu in Sask-
atchowane * Choeso used by the industry for processing totalled 22,992,999 pounds come
paroc with 24,898,609 pounds in 1945, and other meterials used were valued at $6,043,=
663 as ageinst 28,705,687 the previous year. :

REFORTS ISSUED DURING THE WEEK

1+ Production of Iron and Steel, April (10 cants)e.

2 Silver, Lead and Zine Production, Maorch (10 cents).

3¢ Tolographic Crep Report, Canada (10 cents).

4e Stocks of Canudiun Butter, Cheose and Eggs in Nine Principal Cities,

dJune 1' (10 cents)s

S Monthly Reviow of the Wheat Situation, (10 cunts)e

Be 0iled and Waterproofed Clothing Industry, 1945 (15 cunts).

7« Rofined Potroleum Products, March (10 conts)e

B8e Production, Shipments and Stocks of Hand of Sawmills, March (28 cents )
9¢ Frocesscd Cheese Industry, 1946 (10 cents).
104 Indexes of Country Genersl Store Sales, April (10 ounts )e
11e Froduction of Caneda's Leacing Minsrals, March (10 conts).

12. Sales and Furchases of Scourities Botweun Canada and Other Countries,

March (10 conts).

13+ Lumber Industry in Alberta, 1945 (12 cents).

14e Lumber Industry in Manitoba, 1945 (10 cents).
15+ Lumber Industry in_Sa:katchowan, 1945 (10 cents).
16+ Indexes of Retail Sales, April (10 cents).
174 Cuntral Eloc*ric Stetions, April (10 cents).

18e Cenadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents).

l%e Frisary Iron and Steel, March (10 cents).

20e Fopulation of Menitoba, 1% ycars of age and Over, by Status, for

Rural and Urban Subdivisions, 1946 (10 cents).

21e¢ Trice Movements, May (10 cents).

226 Averapge Hours Worked and Aversge Hourly Esrnings, April (10 cents).
23e Employment Situation at Beginning of April (10 cents).

24 Summary Report of thce Manufecturing Industries of Canada, 1944 (50 ccnts)e
25, Hat and Cop Industry, 1945 (25 cents).

266 Fetroloum an? Naturel Gas Froduction, March (10 conts)e

27¢ Factory Sales of Electric Stcrage Batteries, april s owiahs)e

28s Number and Value of Live Stuck, Manitoba, June 1, 1946 (10 cents)e
29e Car Londinys on Canacian Railways = Woekly (10 conts).

30e Consumption, Production and Inventories of Rubber, March (10 conts)e
31e Dunlurs' Report on Non-Ferrous Scrap Metal, March (10 cents)e

32¢ Conl and Coke Statistics, Februsry (10 cents).
33¢ Motor Vohicle Froduction, April ({O cents ),

die Sugar Report, April 26 tp May 17 SlO conts ).
35e Fluid Milk Trede, March (10 cents
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