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CROP CONDITIONS IN CANADA 

Temperatures and spring precipitation have remained below noriial throughout 
the Prairie Provinces, the season generally being about two weeks later than normal, 
according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Frosts have been widespread but 
serious damage is quite restricted. Warmer weather is urgently required in all 
three provinces, and rainfall would be welcome in many districts. 

Seeding is about completed in Manitoba where moisture reserves are still con-
sidered satisfactory with the exception of the southern Rd River and Brandon areas. 
A small percentage of flax and coarse grains remains to be sown in. Saskatchewan. 
Germination has been generally fair to good but warm weather must be had if crops 
are to compete with the heavy growth of weeds. Cutworms and wireworms have been 
active in some areas. Frost has caused damage to early crops in some localities, 
particularly to fall rye. With wheat seeding completed and about 10 per cent of the 
coarse grains still to be seeded, crop conditions remain uniformly fair to good 
throughout Alberta. Scattered showers and heavier rains at so:rto points during the 
week replenished the drying top soil. Subsoil moisture reserves remained satis-
factory. Cool weather has retarded growth of all crops. Heavy frosts during the 
early part of the week caused severe damage to early barley and flax fields necoss-
itating some rosoodirig. Fall rye which was headed out in the southern districts 
also suffored. The greatest need is for warmer weather throughout the province to 
promote a more rapid plant development. 

Tho season in Quebec is the latest in years with cold weather, excessive rains 
and flooding hampering work on the land. It is estimated that at June 1 only five 
per cent of the intended grain acreage had been seeded. In many areas live stock 
are still stable fed as grass is too short to permit pasturing in some districts 
and the meadows too wet in other areas to withstand trampling. Warm weather is 
urgently required. In Ontario unseasonably cool, wet weather has caused serious 
deterioration in the prospects for spring grains and late crops. A national con-
furunco on food grains has been called for June 11 to appraise the feed ot1ook. 
lNest of Kingston only a little more than 50 per cent of the intended acreage of 
coarse grains has been seeded with only five to 20 per cent of seedings completed 
in the eastormost counties. Fall wheat and meadows are generally making good 
growth but wet pastures are being damaged by trampling in some aroos. Fruit trees 
show heavy bloom with the exception of peaches in some districts. The sweet cherry 
o'oo, however, is seriously threatened by stem rot and blossom blight brought on 
by the viot weather. 

The hot, dry weather of the past three weeks was relieved by good rains that 
full in all sections of British Columbia during the past week-end. The hay and 
grain crops in non-irriatod water was availablo the growth is excllent. The 
fruit crop propoots in the heavy producing Okanegan Valley are, for the most part, 
c'od, apricots being the only exception. The above average strawberry crop Is now 
oiitng to market from the coastal areas. 

Conditions in the Maritimes are variable. Spring work is well advanced in 
Nov t, Sootia where seeding is practically completed. In Now Brunswick, on the other 
hand, only 40 per cent of the grain and potatoes are in the ground. The pastures 
in both provinces are in good condition and the outlook for the hay crop is favour-
able. The bloom in the apale orchards is also promising. 
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![CLD 'flIEAT SITUATION 

iorld bread grain stocks are duo to roach a generally lov ebb within the next 
f'..w xuoks, according to thu inonthl,y review of the wheat situation issued by the 
ominion Bureau of Sttistics. The present situation is, in many respects, similar 

to that existing at this time lost year when exporting countries wore bonding all 
their efforts tow .rds averting famine in the war-torn areas of Europe and Asia, 
The pressure on suppilus cannot be greatly relieved until now United States wheat 
ruachce the deficit areas, although some relief might be afforded if the Argentine 
'!cr[hlo to step up its currently low rate of shipmentel 

iLncordirlg to the International Emergency Food Council, grain stocks in the 
iou .rting nations are now lower than they were at this time last year. Reductionø 
in broad rctions of some countries have already occurred and fur*or reductions are 
r:robablo in Sweden, Dortrk and Czechoslovakia. 	According to a trado report, 
1.E.F.Ce has oa1cu1tcd that cereal imports of 8,030,000 tons betoen now and Sop-
tomber will be required to maintain rations at last winter's level -- after taking 
into account the arrival of the now harvest in many areas and with no allowance 
mde for the accumulation of operating stocks. According to the same report, I.E.F.C. 
(';flS idors the 8,000,000 ton figure to be backed up by offectivo demand -- while 
thr are only 7.5 million tons of available exportable supplies In sight, 

.th the United Statos and Canada are again working against time to meet their 
commitmonts 	The transportation difficulties experienced in Canada earlier 

in the year have eased cons iderbly and clearanc.ss of wheat and flour during, the 
vjks ending May 16 and May 2, oxcnred 6,000,000 bushels per week. To assist 
iii rnintaining th' .''c 	to of Canadian shipments, two government measures 

on irrar1 "c,jd. 

xports of Canadian wheat anf flour in terms of wheat amounted to approximately 
if ,3u0, 000 bushels during March, brInging the total for the first nine months of 
the yar to 15,900000 bushels. During the same period last year, 283,200,000 
bushels of wheat and flour equivelent were exported. An estimated 159,800,000 
bushels remained on May 1 for export or carryover at the end of thE crop year 88 

c':mrr1 with 126,400,000 on the same date last year. Since May 1 the rate of export 
hs neruasod substnto'1y. 

STOCKS AND MARKETINGS OF 
F1EAT fND COARSE GRAINS 

Stocks of Camdian wheat in store or in transit in North America at midnight 
on Fiy 29 totalled 80,532,850 bushels, compared with 84,286,681 on May 22, and 
63,853,120 on tho corresponding date last year, according to figures released by 
the Dominion Buroou f Statistics, Visible stOcks on the latest date comprised 
,hL,G0 	i: Caned ion positions and 19,000 in United States positions. 

Jlivcri 	f' vot from fas in the Prairie Provinces during the week ending 
May 29 tota11d 4,3L1,623 bushels, compared with 3,625,226 in the proccding week. 
Uurin,. the period Auust 1 to May 29, marketi.ngs of wheat aggregated 288,843,815 
htisl nrr 'I1F,500,387 in the similar period of 1945-46. 

TL, fi1c 	:ri;ities of coarse grains also were delivered from fas in 
the Prairie Provir.e during the week ending May 29, totals for the preceding week 
bjja in broci:ets: 	1,982,116 (1,881,701) bushels; barley, 1,321,727 (1,071,- 

flaxseod, 2,463 (1,658). 

L FILK 3JLL3 IN_i'LARCH 

Fluid milk sales in March were estimated at approximately 298,000,000 pounds, 
1lirie of 3.5 per cent from t}u corresponding month of last year, and fluid 

crca:rL s1os, at 52000,000 counds, a decrease of eight-tenths of one per cent, 
ocording to the Domnin Bureau of Statistics. During the first threo months of 

thIs year, milk sales wore approximately 889,000,000 pounds, and cream sales, 
expreised as milk, reached a tot& of 152,000,000 pounds. In comparison with the 
uune period of the previous year, these figures represent reductions of two and 
f or Per cent, resnuct½1y. 
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IN APRIL 

Produotive operations in Canada during April showed an increase over the proced-
ing month. The Index of the physical volume of business was nearly two per cent 
higher. Advances were shown in each of the five main components, the increase in 
manufacturing activities and the production of electric power being of moderate 
proportions. The index of mineral production at 18898 was 8.4 per cent above the 
prec'ing month. Gold receipts at the Mint were 205,165 fine ounces compared with 
206 0 415, showing a considerable gain after seasonal adjustment. The prcxuction of 
coal also showed an increase after seasonal tendencies are taken into account. 

The flour-milling index i'ose from 210.7 to 218; the output of wheat flour was 
2,3.9,000 barrels compared with 2,354,000. The manufacture of sugar showed a con-
sidera1e increase in the lest four-week period. Thu release of tobacco showed a 
deolino, with cigarettes made available numbering 1,178 million against 1,214 million. 

Activity of the moat-packing industry increasec considerably during April. The 
index of slaughterings rose from 127.5 to 143.1 in April, with hcgs advancing from 
343,000 to 418,000. The dairy industry recovered sharply, the index moving up from 
122 to 148. A decline was shown in the raw cotton used b,r the textile industry. 

Newsprint output was 369,490 tons against 372,482, and the Index of production 
by the forestry industry recoded about three points to 165.3. The output of steel 
ingots and castings was 252,156 tons against 269,732. The recession in pig iron, 
howovor, was loss than normal for the season. Contracts awarded in the month were 
*52.9 million against $38.4 million in the preceding month, the index rising about 
ton points to 253.2. 

Minor increase was shown in electric power production, the Index advancing from 
174.1 to 174.5, while the index of distribution based on railway traffic, internal 
and external trade, rose nearly four points to 183.5. 

Important economic factors in other fields recorded advances in April over the 
preceding month. The index of wholesale prices was 122.9 against 120.4. The four 
classes of bank deposits held by the chartered banks were at a s.lightly higher 
position, totalling $6,188 million compared with $6,171 million. Notice deposits 
rose to a new high position, amounting to $3,619 million on March 31. High-grade 
bond prices showed a minor recession and the index of coirunon stock prices dropped 
from 106.4 to 104.8. 

COST-OF-LIVING INDEX FOR MAY 1 

Tho Dominion Bureau of Statistics cost-of-living index advanced 2.5 pointd 
batwoon April 1 and May 1, or from 130.6 to 133.1, showing the second greatest 
monthly increase since September 1939 when the rise was 2.7 points. At the May 1 
level, the index was 6.1 poInts higher than at the first of the year, and 11.1 
points above the level of May 1 last year. The increase since August 1939, when 
the index was 10098, was 32 per cent. 

All six of the component gr8ups recorded advances between April 1 and May 1, 
duo to changes for rents, butter, cl and numerous other items. The foods index 
mounted from 15196 on April 1 to 154.9 on May 1, rentals from 113.4 to 115.4, fuel 
and light from 109.1 to 116.2, clothing from 136.9 to 140.0, homefurnishings and 
services from 13792 to 138.6, and miscellaneous items from 116.3 to 116.8. 

The usual May survey of rents, based upon realtors' lists of properties, was 
supplemented by a sample survey of tenant households in Canadian cities of 30 9 000 
and over. It is clear from these returns that only a small proportion of tenant 
households had received May rental adjustments. 

MARC}I CONSTh1PTION OF RUBBER 

March consumption of tubber by manufacturers was as follows, according to the 
Dominion Buroau of Statisticss natural, 2,440 long tons; synthetic, 2,876 long tons; 
and reclaim 1,570 long tons. In the synthetic field, 3,356 long tons of Bur,a S, 
and 1,110 long tons of Butyl were produced. Those data are from the March report 
on the consumption, production and inventories of rubber, which also contains con- 
sumption by end-product destination, and historical statements covering the war years. 
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EMFLONT SI'IUATION AT 
TP7GI1'NING OF APRIL 

There was moderate uxponsion in employment in the Dominion at the beginning 
of 4pril, when the trend was upword in manufacturing and in the non-manufacturing 
industries with the exception of logging, according to the Dominion Bureau of Stat-
jtjcs, Data were tabulatod by the Bureau from 17,526 employers in the eight major 
i.ndustriul divisions, whose staffs numbered 1,858,738 at the beginning of April; 
as compre with 1,85,636 at March 1, there was an increaso of 3,102 persons, or 
0.2 per cent. There were small gcnrcl advances for workers of both sexes. 

The wokly payrols disbursed at April 1 by the firms 
in bh eight loading industr.os aggregated $66,370,262, as 
distributed on or about March 1. The increase am:unted to 
wookly oarninE,s of the typical individual in recorded ompi 
from $35.61 in the lust return to $35.71 at the date under 
with 32.48 at April 1, 194b, and 332.00 at April 1, 1945, 

furnishing statistics 
coinrerod with $66,088,390 
0.4 per cent. The average 
oymont slightly advanced, 
review, and comrrod 

The general lrprwement raised the index of employment, one th 1926 base as 
100, from 130.3 at March 1 to 180.7 at April 1, a figure which has never boon 
oxoocdod at the time of year. The index at April 1 in 19'6 was 16899 k  and that 
in 1945, 176,9; in 1944 and 1943, tho A:ril  1 figures were practically the same, 
standing at 180.5 and 18096, respectively. 

The most pronounced change in the situation at Anril 1 as compared with March 1 
was the soasonal 'oclino of 12,767 persons, or 11.1 per cent, recorded in logging. 
There wore smalLr losses In railway construction and innintonance, and the trend 
was downward in several grups of manufacturing, notably in food and tobacco pro-
cossing. Those reductions were also seasonal in character. On the other hand, 
moderate iznprovcmunt was shown in most other brnchos of mnuf eturing and in the 
remaining nn-manufocturing intustrios. On the wholo, the co-opruting manufoturers 
reoortod some 4,000 adcition1 omployces, most of whom were taken an in the iron 
and stool end textile-using divisi.ns. In the construction group as a whele, there 
was a gain of noorly 5,200 persons, there being cxponsior in building and highway 
work. The additicr.s t the staffs roprted in mining, oorvnunIcations, transnort-
atto:t, sorvio.s and tra:Te wore on a smaller scale. 

SiLS ND 	RCE .S OF SPOUFITIPS 
BETWETN CD 	IC 0 1 1R COUNTRIES 

Purchases af securities by Can''a erai all thcr oountrie in L'rch xeooded 
sales by  $8,200,000, the largest purchase balance for any month sinc April 1937, 
acoo'ding to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Total purchases were 32,300,000 
an -' total sales 24,100,000. During the preceding month, sales and purchases had 
been approximately equul, and in March 19'6 sales exceeded purchases by 320,200.0000 
Dur 4.n the first quarter of 1947 t-tal net purchases, heavily weighted by the March 
figures, amounted * ,,5,000,000, compared with net sales of 72,300,000 in January-
March, 1943. 

Net purchases from the United States in March were )8,OoO,000, a fi.gure chiefly 
compose" of Canadian and U. S. bonds -- 3,700,000 and $800,000, respectively, 
Canadian stocks ,1,800,000, and unspecified bonds 1,800 0 0009 Net purchases of 
United States stocks at 1,000,000 were balanced by not sales of "other countries" 
stocks to the same aununt. Not parchasos from the United Kingdm wore $500,000, 
chiofly ropurchasos f Canadian stocks -- 400,0009 Total trade with other coun-
tries was comparatively small, resulting in a net sales ba].onco of 200,000. 

COUNTRY GNERAL STPRE SALES IN PRIL 

Total sales of general merchents in the smaller connunities and rural areas 
of Canada wore three per cent higher in April then in the correspond ing month last 
year, and increased iht per cent over March, according to figures released by 
the Dinion Bureau of Statistics. Unajusted indexes of sales, on the base, 
1935-1939100, stood at 193.5 for April, 17.3 for April, 1946, and 178.6 for 
March, 1947. During, the first four months of this year, sales averced 6.1 per 
cent higher than in the similar period of 1946. 
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RETdL S..LE3 SL.. FTR 
CENT HIGZR IN .PRIL 

Rota ii sales were six per cent higher in April than in the same month last year 
and wore fracticic1ly up from the precoding month, accordinE to the Dominion Bureau 
ef Statistics. Dollar volume of bus inos in the first four months of the year was 
oiht per cant above that in the similar period of 1946. Unadjusted indexes, on the 
bose, overa 	for 1935-1939-100, stood at 224.5 for April this yea-, 21290 for April 
1946, and 223.1 for March, 1947. 

Ten of the fourteen retail trades represented in the monthly survoys reported 
hthor sales in A1r11 this year than last. In most cases the increases were small. 
Radio and doe -i- noel stores had the larost gain in sales, one of 32 per cent. But 
the most impDrtant ceritribotions to the overall increase in sales were made by 
department stores and food stores, bol- h of which have substantial woights in the 
index and whose sales Coins 'ure nine and 11 per cent, respectively. Jewellery 
stores showed the only major reduction below last year, their sales fallinc off 22 
per cent. Sliht declines were reported for restaurants, Ldios' aoarol shops and 
furniture doa1cr:- - 

Among the -urora1 merchandise trades, the sales increases for country gensral 
and variety stors woro much s-mall than those for department ztor3s. Dpertmont 
and variety storoc shower feirly unifor incrases across the country. General 
merchants, on the cth - r hand. marked up fair sales ains I the Maritimos, Ontario 
and !rttish C1umbiu, while no change from lostyear oocurrcd in Quebec and the 
Pra trio Prey moos. 

Grocery, combination on moat store sales Lained approciably in all soot tone. 
Restaurant sales hold cleso to last y,&rls volume in all but the Maritimos whore a 
sharp docline wos recordud. 

On the whole, the eparel trades did about the same amount of business in 
April t' is year as to th. same month a year ago, although mon's wear stores managed 
to obtai.n on increase oi about five per ctint one stronth of gains in Quebec and 
Ontario. In thu Prutrio Provinoos, sales wore down for all apparel classifications. 

There has been 	sharp contraction in the rate of expansion in solos of certain 
durable goo-'s storus. Thus, hardware business was up only four per coat and fur-
nituru store sales droerod three pr cent comred with the April. 1946 volume. 
Activity of hardware anc' furniture stores was sustained in the Maritimes to a 
creator extent thon in other regions of the country. Furnitrc store reductions 
were most pronounced in western Canada. 

Chain candy stores reported a decrease of nine per coat in sales for April, 
1947 over the same m.nth a year ago, and were up by five per cent in the January-
to-April conp'rison. Sales of furri'rs increased two per cent in April of this 
year over last. 

STeCS 'F BTJTTP, CF1EVS .ND 
EGGS IN NINE r1IF!CIFL CITIE 

stocks of creamery butter in nine of the principal cities of Canada on Juno 1 
ajnmtcd to 1l,01,004 pounds, compared with 3,942,018 poundo on May 1, and 7,583,-
371 on the corruspr1cirg dote last year, according to f1ures released by the Dom-
inion Bureau of Stotistics. 

Holdings uero as f-.'llows, by cities, figures for June 1 last year being in 
brackets: Quebec, 682 5 189 (790,940) punds; Montreal, 5,809,203 (2,762,504); 
Toronto, 1,456,265 (1,644,807); Winnipeg, 1,324,846 (827,427); Roginc, 253,137 
(142,132); Saokctoon, 292,033 (177,346); Edmonton, 618,817 (475,632); Calgary, 273,-
026 (290,662); Vancouver, 796,488 (771,851). 

Choose stocks in th ,-, s6 nine cities on Juno 1 totalled 11,814,596 pounds com-
pared with 9,425,886 on May 1, and 14,987,921 a year ao. Ho1dtns of cold storage 
eggs wore 7,379,871 dozen a gainot 3,623,610 on May 1, and 5,726,730 last year. 
Stacks of fresh oggs were 3647,084 dozon compared with 3,579,390 on Mty 1, while 
the holdings of frozen egg moats wore 7,743,174 pounds cmporod with 4,750,187 on 
May 1, and 5 9 564.572 on Juno 1, 1946s 
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OUTPUT CF C7NTRIL ELECTRIC STATIONS 

Central jlcctric stations produced 3,727,245,000 kilowatt h'urs In ktprfl colit- 
with 3,956,765,000 in the preceding month, and 3,506,258,0)0 in the correspond-

i:; month lost ycer, according to fiuros released by the Dominin Bureau of Stat-
istics. Durin the first ftur months of this year, 15,189,468,000 kIlowatt hours 
wore produced, comraruc with 13,655,146,00J in the siiilor p..rioJ of 19'6. 

Consumption zf primary powr -- production loss exrorts and secondary power --
emuntod to 2,969,135,000 kilowatt hours in April comrarod with 3,061,729,000 in 
Mcrch and 2 0 534,807,000 in April, 1946. Total for the first four months of the year 
was 11,878,719,000 kilowatt hours compared with 10,033,207,000 in the like period of 
1946. 

PROTCTION OF LE.DING MP'1ER.LS 

Outout of all but five of sixteen loading Ccnodie.n niinorols shov'od gains vary-
in from small to 1'rio both in March end. the first quarter this year over 1946, 
a000rdtng t a surmnvry for Merch issued by the Dmnion Bureau of Statistics. 
Coal, load, petroleum, silver on zinc provided the oxcopti.ns, ll hoIn lower 
both in the month and quarter. 

Production fiuros for the qurter of minerals shawin incroasos (19'6 figures 
in brackets) woos asbestos, 143,452 tons (102,430); cement, 1,637,352 barrels 
(1,187,738); cloy products, 32,745,399 (2,218,843); cooper, 09,987,860 pound8 
(92,063,473); foldsoar, 7,828 ons (6,052); gold, 719,176 fine ounces (715,307) 
gypsum, 282,934 tons (95,433); lime, 219,633 tons (208,062); natural gas, 17,474,-
150 M. cubic feet (15,48,866); nickel, 56,20,309 pounds (41,250,334); coninercial 
salt, 123,630 tans (68,842). 

Production docroess for the qurtor wore: coal, 2,693,205 tons (5,036,717); 
load, 79,087,445 p;unds (95,833,863); petroleum, 1,734,170 barrels (1,954,156); 
silvr, 2,690,571 fine ounces (3,411,775); zinc, 101,018,522 pounds (124,475,558) 

COL PRODUCTION SIRFLY 
REDUCD If FEBRUARY 

Coal production In Conado in Fobru.ry was 31 per cnt lower than in the corr-
osoonding month last year, amounting to 1,13,878 tons, c anpared with 1,640,643, 
according to figures released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistios. During the 
first two m.inths of the year, output totl1od 2,809,124 tons con- pared with 3,288,-
909 in the similar period of 1946. 

A strike which commenced February 15 reduced production In Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick and there was also a consi'4 erable loss of output in western Canada 
as a result of o cr shertago. Compared with Fobru.ry last year, Nova Scotia showed 
a decrease in production of 51 per cent, New Brunswick 14 per cent, Saskatchewan 
20 per cent, Alberta 26 per cent, anO British Columbia 11 per cent. 

Imports of cool In February cmountod to 1,178,735 tons as compared with 1,302,-
801 in the st-mo month last year, a decline of nine per cant. In the two-month 
noriod, 2,467,771 tons were Im'ortud compared with 2,507,624 in the like period of 
1946. 

Coke production in Fobruory totalled 289,000 tons coinnrud with 338,000 in 
Jonuarj ond 299,000 a year ago, bringing the two-month total to 627,000 tons as 
a frst 615,000,  in 19 1 6. 

MRCfi PRODUCTION OF SILVER 

Output of silver in March wcs recorded at 1,038,523 fine o' ncos as compared 
with 892,953 in the preceding month and 1,165,684 in the corrosondinL; month lost 
year, accordthg to figures reloctsed by tht Dominion Burocu of Statistics. During 
the first throo months of this year, 2,698,571 fine ounces were produced compared 
with 3,411,775 in the similar period of 1946. 
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PRODUCTION OF IRON j,ND STEEL IN PRIL 

Production of rig iron in Conod in April was well above th totr.l for the 
some month last year, nmouLtinC to 160,749 not tons, comacr 1  with 142,240, accord-
ing to the Dominion Burecu of Statistics. Total for the first ñur months of this 
year was 653,097 net tons, compared with 587,032 in the like period of 1946. 

April ou:put of stool inots end 	 g steel castins totalled 252,156 net tons, 
boinC slihtly hi bher than in April lest year when the total was 247,519 net tons. 
Durine, the first four months of this year, 1,000,908 net tons were produced, corn-
pa rod with 975,152 a year ao. 

Production of forro alloys In April amouritcr' to 13,015 net t-_,ns compared with 
1'.,197 in the procudin -  month and 13,083 in Airil, 1946. In the four months ended 
April, 46,123 nt tons were produced comrared with 43,238 in th(, same period of 
1943. 

PRODUCTION OF L:AD IN 

Load rruotion in Mar-h amounter to 28663,366 pounds, coinerod with 25,271,-
273 in Fobructry b  and 31,287,5o) in March last year, according to the Dominion Burocu 
of St'tistics. Outnut for the three months, January-March, a regate'i 79,387,445 
natrnds comparud with 95,833,863 in the like period of 1916. 

OUTPUT OF ZINC iN MARCH 

March production of zinc amounted to 33,926,907 poun'is, cotnarod with 32,028,-
943 in Fobruory, ond 42,957,226 in Morch 1946, aocorcing to the tomi.n.on Burocu of 
Statistics. Totel Output for the first three months of this yoor was 101,018,522 
oounds, cim- ared ,vitl 124, 75,558 in the same "oriod of 198. 

MRCH 0171T CF 	'JDE FETROLEU1 
nND t'LTURI GTSLf'  

Output of crude petroleum cn. natural kasoline was lowor in March, amounting 
to 602,088 barrels, compared with 663,537 in tho corrospond1n mnth lost year, 
according to figures released by tho Dominion Bureotu of Statistics. Production 
during the first querter of this year was 1,734,170 barrels coinrred with 1,954.156 
in the similar period of lest yeor. 

Alberta's utput in March was recorded at 5*2,175 barrels, compared with 644,-
205 in the same m.nth last yeor, first quarter production cunounting to 1,610,194 
barrels cmparocI vdth 1,83,217. Niw Brunswick produced 1,835 barrels in March; 
Ontario, 8,741; Soskatrhcwar., 20,760; and the Nrthwest TerritorIes, 28,577 barrels. 

NATURL GS FRODU( rio: i LRC' 

Natural gos production was incroasd in March, totalling 5,518,090 M cubic 
feet, as compared with 4,627323 M in the corresronding month last year, according 
to fiurcs roloasol by the Dominion Burou of Stutistics. In the first quarter 
of this year, production arupted 17,474,150 M cubic feet, compared with 15,498,- 
96 M in thc similar ? ,(.rioO of 1946 

SALES OF 1E0 ICSTOFGE B4.TTERIES 

Sales of electric storaCo batteries and ports by principal ana an producers 
in April wore valued at 984,445, cnrored with 1,039,385 in March end 723,246 
th the corresponding month lost year, according to figures roleasd by the Domin- 
ion Burocu of Statistics. During the first four months of this year, factory sales 
totalled ,3,290,232 as 	'ir,ct ::3,,)93,152 in the like period of 946. 
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SHIP1ENTS OF PRIMiRY STEEL SHLPES 

Shipments of primary shopos by Canadian stool mills, eXClUSIVe of producers' 
to 	intcrchango, tot.1].od 216,393 not tons in March, compared with 203,924 in the pro- 

ing month and 254,015 in the corrosponding month last year, a000rdtng to figure8 
released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Durin the first throe months of this 

op 	your, 688,630 not tons wore shippod, compared with 722,115 in the same period of 1946. 

This yoar's March shipments included 20,767 tons of somi-finished shapes; 13,126 
tons of structurals; 17,329 tons of plates; 19,945 tons of rolls; 49,850 tons of hot 
rolled bars; 13,738 tons of nipos and tubes; 18,698 tons of wire rods; 16,272 tons 
of blrck shocts; 8,629 tons of galvanized shoots; 538 tons of tool stool; 5,971 tons 
of carttngs, and 31,530 tons of other shapes. The amount of producers' tntrchango 
wos 68,045 tons in March and 62,135 in February. 

ESTDL.TED PRODUCTION OF 
S1N LUIVifiER IN bLRCH 

Estimated production of sawn lumber, excluding sawn ties, increased in March 
to •O4,829 Id foot board measure from last yoar t s corresponding total of 379 0 619 M 
feet, according to figures released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. In 
Fobruory the total was 369,025 M feet. Production in the first quarter of this 
year, estimated at 1,103,658 M foet, was about four per ccnt higher than in the 
same period of 1946. 

March production by sawmills located East of the Rockies totalled 192,185 M 
foot bo'rd measure, o'om'ared with 182,819 M in March last year, an increase of 
five per cont; the total for th first quarter was 538,721 M feet, or seven per 
c.nt higher. British Columbia's output in Mroh was 212,64 M feet, bringing the 
total for tho first quarter to 564,937 M, showina increases of eiiht and or 
per 	nt, rsptctivoly. 

MOTOR VEHICLE PRODU TIoF; 
STILL HIGHER IN t,FRIL 

Production of motor vehicles in Canada showed a further ir1crcase in April 
when 22,404 came off assembly lines as compared with 21,330 in March, bringing the 
total for the four months January to April to 84,089, according tu figures issued 
by the Dominion Bureau 1.f Statistics. These figures compared with 16,830 units 
in April an•: 44,182 in the first four months of last yeor. 

Coiisnerciol vehicles produced in April r"se to 9,153 units as ccnpared with 
7,003 in arah nd 6,067 in April last year, while the out'ut of naccongor ogre was 
l3,253.untt as.agninst 13,927 in the preceding m:nth and 9,863 a year ago. Aggre- 
gate output of passcngcr cars in the January-April period stands fit 52,144 units 
and of commercial vehicles at 31,945. 

Of the April production, passenger cars intended for sale in Cansda numbered 
9,684, bringing the total available for Canadian purchasers in the four months 
this year to 35,945. 	Tol passenger cars produced for export in the period was 
16,1999 Number of oommeroial vehicles intended for sale in Canada was 5,977 as 
•ithat 3,176 for export in April, and 20,453 as compared with 11,92 in the four 
monts, 

CAR L01 INGS ON C41NDIAN RA ILWAYS 

Car loadings on Canadian railways for the week ended May 24 1ec1ined to 71,132 
cars from 77,900 cars for the preceding week, the holiday on May 24 undoubtedly 
being a factor in the decrease, acoor(ling to the Dominion Bureau )f Statistics. 
Compared with loadings last year, there was an increase of 10,096 cars, or 16.5 per 
cont. 

Grain increased from 5,293 oars last year to 8,725 cars, grain products from 
2,763 to 3,482 cars, ores and concentrates from 1,781 to 2,276 cars, pulpwood from 
2 0 822 to 3,395 cors, lumber from 2,593 to 3,484 cars, miscellaneous products from 
4,90 to 5,349 cars un6 1,c.1, merchandise from 15,231 to 16,692 cars. Cool foil 
fro 2,168 cars to 1,129. 
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LUMBER INDUSTRY OF THE FRIRIE PROVINCES 

Gross value of production by the lumber inustry in th, thr 	Pro inc rrovtnoas 
aggregated 313,855,916 in 1945 as ogainst 313,914,572 the prvi:.u; year, according 
to roports for each province issued by the Dominion Burou of Statistics. Lower 
figures were recorded for the industry in Manitoba and Saskatchewn ani an increase 
in Alberta. 

In Manitoba, output of sawn lumber in 194' totalled 63,453,030 board foot valued 
at 33,364,945 as compared with 72,870,000 board foot valued at 32,635,008 in 1944. 
Production of spruoe amounted to 54,988,000 board feet, poplar to 6,631,000 and jack 
pine to 1,074 0 000 feet. Thoro were 31,855 sa' v i ties produced with a volue of 325,439 
and a reduced quantity of 3,711 thousand lath. 

Saskatchewan had a production of 125,082,000 board foot of stwn 1tuber valued 
at 34,227,527 as sg'inct 163,986,000 foot valued at 5,11,360 in the previous year. 
Output of spruce was 119,363,000 feet, poplar 3,385,030 and jack pine 1,709,000 
board foot. Sawn ties wore also producad to the number of 341,099 worth 3258,113 
and box shooks amounting to 1,975,000 board feet. 

Alberta's output of sawn lumber of all speotos totalled 189,412,000 b'rd feet 
valued at 35,897,666 compared with 162,913,000 foot at V"4,685,231 in 1944. Spruce 
accounted for 177 0 274,000 feet of the total, jack rino for 6,1.000, and poplar for 
2,916,000 board feet. Production cf sawn ties incro':.. 	. .:53, 101 valued at 3741,- 
382 from 838644 at 3710,712 in 1944. 

MANITOBii F.RMS HAD FEWER HORSES 
MORE CLTTLE, POULTRY IN 1946 

Number of horses on Manitoba farms, after a rnc 1 orate cwro 	trend between 
1936 and 1941, dropped sharply last year to 215,093 from 301,763 on Juno 1, 1941, 
a decline of nearly 29 per cent, according, to proliiiinary fiurea of the 1946 
Fratria Consus released by the Dninion Bureau of Statisttc. At the same dote in 
1936 the number of horses was 304,410. 

Value of Manitoba's farm horses on June 1 last year is placuci at 310,724,450, 
approximately two-thirds that of $16,377,887 for 1941 and 1ss t'hai half the 1936 
value of $22,105,727. 

Cattle population in Manitoba on June 1, 1945 was 799,633 a;; compared with 
705,337 five years earlier and 747,367 in 1936, showing an increse of 13.4 and 
seven per cent, respectively. The value of cattle, however, show€d a much greater 
incroaso, standing at 49,485,625 last year as coinra ror' with ç26,495,164 in 1941 
and only 314,238,422 in 1936. 

Number of sheep last year was 205,516, clown 16.5 per cent from the 1941 total 
of 246 0 169 and slightly below the 1936 figure of 207,915. Census figures for swine 
in 19L!6 show a drop of nearly 39 per cent to 308,052 frri 503,401 in 1941, but an 
increase of 14 per cent over the 1936 total of 269,738. 

Total poultry population last year was 17 per cent hihor than in 1941 and 
60 per ctnt abovo 1936, due mainly to sharp 	in 	"ni chickens, which 
nwnborod 7,073,140 as a gainst 5,747,907 in 1941 and 4,2S,554 in 1936 0  Number of 
turkeys declined to 356,963 compared with 601,172 en:l 380,007, rispeotively, five 
and ton years earlier. Both goose at 67,324 and ducks at 77,548 showed increases 
last year over 1941 nnd 1qr.  

DEiLrRS' STOCKS OF NON-
FERROUS SCRAF METAL 

Dealers' stocks of non-ftrrous scrap metal at the uT f Mnrch wore 	f.11os, 
totals for the beginning of the month being in brackets: aluminum, 4,750,958 
(4,613,894) pounds; brass and bronze, 5,411,672 (5,571,514); copper, 4,012,893 
(3,985,251) magnesium, 121,975 (122,137); nickel, 229,083 (256,318); tin-lead, 
5,526,602 (4 8 798,217); zinc, 1,227,235 (1,308,528); 0rossos, 1,749,613 (1,863,956). 
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DIVORCES GRANTED IN 1946 

Rising sharply over the tctal for the preceding year, the number of divorces 
granted in Crndo IZI 1946 was 7,554 as cnpared with 5 1 076 in 1945, an inoroase of 
49 per cent, accordthg to preliminary figures released by the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics. Al]. rrovinces hd more c'ivorces than in 1945, arlvanoes ranging from 

low of 29 per cent for Ontario to 12Z per oent for Now Brunswick. Although Ontario 
nd British Columbia Crantod more d.vorces in 1946 than othor suctioxis of Canada, 
percentage increases in these to provinces were lower than the average for the 
Dominion as a whale.' 

Ontario, witn 2,510 divorces, accounted for 33.2 per cnt of the all-Canada 
total in 1946, coroared with 1,940 in 1945. British Columbia hac 2,305 divorces, 
or 260 per cent of the Dominion total, compared with 1,366 in 1945. n1berta had 
962 divorces compared with 575 in 1945, Manitoba 636 compared with 405, Saskatchewan 
505 oomrarod with 282, New Brunswick 382 compared with 171, Quebec 290 comr'ared with 
177, Nova Sotia 260 compared with 158, and Prince Edward Island four compared with 
two. 

FROCESSED CHEESE IND1STRY IN 1946 

Processod cheeso rn8tC in Canada during 1946 amounted to 3',51,018 punds valued 
at 310,854,510 as oomrod with 33,448,482 p-unds with a vluo of i9,B5D,077 in 
1945, according to a report by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Other products 
of the processed choose industry, including egg powder, sanrwich spread, salad 
and rnryonnaiso dressing, tota1lo' 015,313,368 in value as against 9,398,924 the 
preceding year, making total value of output 016,167,878 in 1946 compared. with 
C19,49,001 in 1945. There were 23 plants monuf.cturing processed cheese in 1946; 
nine in Quebec, eight in Ontario, three in Manitoba, two in Alberta and one In Sask-
atchowan. Chooso used by the industry for processing totalled 2,992,999 pounds coin-
pared. with 24,896,609 pounds in 195, anr other jnteria1s uoc were valued at 6,043,-
663 as against 8,705,687 the previous year. 

REPORTS ISSED DURING TUE WEEK 

1.1roduction of Iron e.ni Steel, April (lo cents). 
2. Silver, Lead and Zinc Production, March (io cents). 
3. Tolographic Crop Report, Canada (io cents). 
4. Stocks of Canadian Butter, Choese and Eggs in Nin Principal Cities, 

June 1 (13 cents). 
5. Monthly Review of the Wheat Situation, (10 cents). 
6. Oiled and Waterproofed Clothing Industry, 1945 (15 cnts). 
7.Rofined Petroleum Products, March (10 conto). 
8. Production, Shipments and Stocks of Hand of Sawmills, March (25 cents). 
9. Frocossod Choose Industry, 1966 (13 cents). 
10. Indexes of Country General Store Sales, April (10 cents). 
11. Production of Canada's Loading Minerals, March (10 cents). 
12. Solos and rurchasos of Securities Between Canada and Other Contrtus, 

March (10 cents). 
1% Lumber Industry in Alberta, 1945 (13 cents). 
14. Lumber Industry In Manitoba, 1965 (10 cents). 
15. Lumber Industry in Sa:katchewan, 195 (10 cents). 
10. Indexes of Retail Sales, April (io c€nts). 
17. Central Eloctric Stations, April (io cnts). 
18. Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents). 
1. Fri:oary Iron and Steel, March (io cents). 
20. Population of Manitoba, 14 years of age anr Ovr, b' Status, for 

Rural and Urban Subdivisions, 1946 (13 cents). 
21. Price Movements, May (io cents). 
22. Average Hours Worked end Average Hourly Earnings, April (10 cents). 
23. Eployinent Situation at Beinning of April (19 cents). 
24. Summary Report of the Manufacturing Industries of Canada, 1944 (50 cents). 
25. Hat and Cap Industry, 1945 (25 cents). 
26. Petroleum and Natural Gas Production, March (10 cents). 
27. Factory Sales of Electric Storage Batteries, April (10 cents). 
29. Number and Value of Live StLck,. Manitoba, June 1, 1966 (13 cents). 
29. Car Loodins on Canadian Railways 	eekly (10 cents). 
30. ConsumptIon, Pro"uction and Inventories of Rubber, March (10 cents). 
31. Du1ors' Report on Non-Ferrous Scrap Metal,- March (10 cents). 
32. Coal and Coke Statistics, February (10 cents). 
33. Motor Vehiclo Iroduction, April (10 cents). 
34. Sugar Report, iprIl 26 t2 May 17 (10 cents). 
35. Fluid Milk Trade, March (10 cents). 
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