D.B.S. WEEKLY BULLET#N:

¥ \{'r‘
{ Al
‘jJ ]

............ -—-Dominion Bureau of Statl

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMM
OTTAWA - CANADA

o

Vol. XVI = No, %0 Saturday, October 4, 1947

CANADA 'S “FRCH4IDISE EXPORTS IN AUGUST

Merchardise export trade of Canade in hugust was valued at 221,300,000, showing
a decline of 6.5 per cent from the July total of $236,600,000, and & ducrease of 8.9
per cent from the August 1946 figurc of $242,700,000 when cxncrts reached & high point
for the yoar, according to figures reloesed by the Dominion Burcou of Statisties.
Aggregato valuo for tho first eight months of this year was §1,78¢,300,000, an inorease
of 1644 por ccnt over last year's corresponding totel of @1, 484,200,000.

Exports to countrics of the British Empire during August wurc velucd st 100,340, -
000, a decrease of about five per cout irom last year's hugust total of 105,663,000,
Eight-month agsregete at ::756,84,000, however, was 31 per cont ahead of last year's
corresponding total of (577,143,000, August exports to foreiin countrics were velued
at $120,957,000 comparcd with $137,032,000.a yoar ego, a decline of 12 por cent, whilg
the totol for tho sight-month period was 1,029,526,000 compared with 917,022,000 in
the liko poriod of 1946, an increasc of 12 per cent.

Exports to the Unitod States in dugust rose to $81,40%,000 from ,74,961,000 a year
ago, bringing the eight-month total to $645,521,000 as against $546,161,000. Shipments
to the United Kingdom during the munth doslined to $66,044,000 from §71,582,000 in
August 1946, the total for *he cumulative period being substantinlly higher st (488,127, -
000 as agcinst $378,339,000 in the similar period of 1946. Exports to the Union of
South Africa were also lower in August, amounting to 43,061,000 ageinst 9,732,000, but
the eight-month total remained at a higher lovel -- 48,213,000 comparcd with $42,333,000,.

Exports to Eirc mcved up sharply in August, amcunting to 2,876,000 c:mpared with
$361,000 a yecr ago, while shipments to Newfoundland were moderctely roduccd to $4,031,-
000 azainst 4,367,000 Exports to India in the month were valuad at . 4,763,000, up
sherply from last year's totml of 42,158,000, Shipments to Austrnlis foll off to $4,723,-
000 fro: 5,056,000, w-ilo oxports to Now Zeanland showed marked expension to $5,630,000
from J1,358,000.

Expourts to Continontal Europu were roduced in August, the value bcing 26,263,000
comparod with $40,967,000 & yesr ngo. Shipments to Bolgium foll from $10,812,000 to
$4,045,000, Iazly rer 93, 753:000 to §1,059,000, Norwey from Jz.szo.ooo to tl,szs,ooo,
Polend from 3,491, 000 to $764,000, ond Switzerlanc from $1,863,000 to $3769,000s Exports
to Francs rose rrom 3,408,000 tu 43,062,000, and Netherlands pron $3,602,000 %o $4,126,000.

Exports to Latin American countrius during August wers valued et 38,735,000 ¢ ompared
with 39,033,000 o yoer sgo, the oighil-wonth total standing at 482,060,000 as against
©57,663,000. The month's exports to argentina wero velusd at 2,598,000 compared with
$1,584,000, Brazil $1.192,000 compared with (2,773,000, Cube 982,000 compared with
$337,000, anc Venozuela 850,00. compured with 825,020

Tronés werc mix-d ameng the nine moin commodity groups, three shwing increescs
and the remnining six, decrensase. Largost gain was shown by tho wood, wood products and
paper group, with more muderate inorocses in agricultural ond vegeteble products and
non-motallic mineral s; while greatest docreases were recorded for cnimals and animsl
products, iron an’ products and noneforrous metalse.

The wsod, wood products and paper group rose from y69,240,000 to $75,796,000, due
in the main to advences in newsnrrint paper, plenks and boerds, pulpwood, and wood pulp.
Among the ngriculturul products, which rose in total frum 442,€97,000 to 449,349,000,
there werc increases in wheat, wheat flour, sugar and products, and rubber and products,
but Jooreases in othur grains end alesholic beverages.

The animel procucts group totel fell sharply from $41,62%,000 to $26,167,000, most
of the principal commoditivs showing decreeses. In the fibres an’ textilus group, which
foll from 44,963,000 to $4,184,0X, there were decrenses in wool and products, and flax,
hemp an¢ juto, but inereases in cotton, artificial silk and miscellencous textiles.
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The iron snd products zroup fell from 30,954,000 last year to +20,838,008, locu-

jos and perts, sutomobiles and parts, and roilway cors an! parts eccounting for a
“ma jor part of the cecreassc. Farm implements and machinory, anl other machinery were
among the larger increascs. Due mainly to reduced expoerts of aluminum, nickel, precious
motals (oxcept gold), end clectricel apparatus, the non-ferrous metals group total fell
from $36,315,000 to $25,589,000. Within this group, exports of copper, leac and zino
moved highoer. .

The non-netallic minerels group rose from ¢b,836,000 to 96,140,000, Chemicals
foll from ¢6,605,000 to 96,025,000, and miscellaneous commodities from 314,422,000 to
37,260,000, the large deorease in the latter group being in gifts and domations which
dronped from 6,277,000 to $880,000.

CANADA 'S POPULATION NOW
EXCEEDS 12 172 HMILLICK

Canada 's populotion now exceeds 12% million. 4t June 1 this yoeer it re:oched
12,582,000 as oompared wit® 12,307,000 on Junse 1 last yeer, according to the ennual
estimate bv the Dominion Bureau of Statisties. The gain of 275,000 over the 1946
estimate was the largest numericel increase for a yeur sincec Confocerations Rise in
the population since the laost Dominion-wide census was taken in 1941 wss 1,075,000,
or moye than nine por cunt.

Highor figures were shown in the estimates of overy provinco in 1947 oompered with
1946 with tho exception of Prince Edward Island. Populaticn of Ontario, Quebec and
British Columbia mace the largest absolute goins over 1946. Ontarlo's population rose
88,000, that ol Quebsc 82,000, and British Columbia ‘s 41,000« Alborte showec a gain
of 19,000, Manitoba en increase of 18,000, and Saskatchewan an increase of 9,0.0. New
Brunswick's populstion rousae 11,000, and thnat cf Hova Scotis by 9,000,

Egtimated population in 1947 was as follows by provinces, totcls for the preceding
yoar boing in brackets: Prince Edward Islond 94,uvJ (94,39); Nova Scotia, 621,000
(612,020); New Brunswicl, 491,000 (480,000); Quebec, 3,712,030 (5,630,000); Ontario,
4,189,230 (+,101,000); Me2titoba, 743,300 (727,0.0); Saskatchewan, £42,900 (833,000);
Alberta, 822,000 (803,000); British Columbia, 1,044,000 (1,003,050 )e Estimates for
the Yukon ons Northwsst Territories wsre 8,000 and 16,000, respartively.

CLAIMS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT INSUSANCE
RE..CH_POST-Wi1_LOW 1) RUGUST

Initial and renowal claims for unemployment insurancse bencfits totalling 17,281
wore filod in loc2l offices of the Uncmployment Irsurance Commission during August, the
lowest numbsr in any month since July 194%, according to figurcs rcleased by the Dominion
Buresu of Statistice. This indicates that the number of insurcd persons tccoming unom-
ployed in a period has roached & new post-war low point.

The number of crdinery c¢leims én the live uncugloyment register at the end of
August was 37,350 ar agoinst 41,877 at July 31, and 61,822 a~ August 21, 1946. This is
tho smallcst number at any time since August 31, 1945. In addition to the ordinary
claiments, there wors 1,720 short-time and casual oizimants on the register at Augush 30
compared with 1,328 at July 31. During august, 21,348 claims woro acdjudicated by ine-
surance officers, of which 14,759 were considered entitled to benefit and 6,589 not
ontitled to benefit.

A total of 42,756 persons received benefit payments in Ausust aggregeting $1,515,868
for 791,850 compensated unemployed days oompared with 51,270 porsons paid. §1,966,722 for
1,018,204 days in July and 75,138 persons paid 42,061,278 for 1,443,399 days during
August 1946+ Thus, the average duration of tr« unemploymant compensated was 1845 days
in August, 199 days in July and 198 days in August last .are The average smount cf
benefit poid per beneficliary was ¢35e45 in August, 838,17 in July and $39.12 during
August 1946+ Tho average amount of benefit pald per compensated day of unemployment was
51,91 in August, 51,92 in July end $le98 in August last year.



Qetobor 4, 1947 D.2.3. WEEKLY BULLETIN Pacoe 3

ANNUaL REVIEW OF EWPLOYMENT
AND PAYROILS YOR 1946

Employmont in Canada as & wholc was maintained during 1916 at a relatively high
level although thorc was some falling off from the wartime poak, eccording to the ennual
review of cmployment and payrolls by the Dominion Bureau of Statisties. The situation
was groatlysffected, diroetlyend indirectly, by industrial disputes, which involved
many workers for lengthy poriods. Scareity of materials, and in somo cases, shortages
of skillcd labour, continued soriously to hamper reconvorsion and other activities in
certain incustrics and areas. OQn the other hand, the pent-up ‘omans for ecommodities
and scrvic.sat homc and abroad cons#ituted a ceci-odly buoyant influonco to counteract
the unfavoeurable offucts of slow-downs due to reccnversion operations, strikes and
shortages of essential materialse As a result of thesc various faotors, the general
lovel of unemployment showod comparantively littls change from month to month from the
opening of tho ysar until the summmere.

During tho period, Jenuary 1 to August 1, the monthly indoxes of omployment wero
uniformly lower then in the same part of 1945, there being an average dealine of 442
per ccut in the index during these munths. In the latter port of 1946, this situation
was rcversed, and the indexes for the peried, Septembor 1 to Deocmbor 1, averaged 5.2
per ccnt higher than in the corrosponding months of 1945. On tho whole, howsver, the
annual index in the cisht leading industries showe? a fdling off of lel por cent from
1945; the loss from 1944 amcunted to 5e4 per cont, while as compored with the all-time
high in 1943, there was a decline of 59 per ccnte Tho lovel of activity in 1946
noverthaloss continucd substantially higher then in pre-war yoors, thero boing an increase
of sume 52 par cunt over the 1939 indexs

The firms participating in the surveys of emplcyment and payrolls during 1946
roparted the disburscmsnt of an averzge of $57,409,624 in wookly salarics end wages in
the oight leading industrial Jivisions. This would indicatc an annual payroll of some
$2,985,300,000 distributed by thc co-operating ustablishmontse Tho Pimms furnishing
data in 1945 had paid a weekly avurs e of $57,178,96% to their staffs. Vhen & justment
is made for tho increase in the number of reporting firms in the yeer under review,
there was a decrease of Q.1 per cent in the disbursements. 3Basod on the Juns 1, 1941,
payrslls as 100 per cont, the index was 142.4 in 1946, as compared with 142.6 in 1045,
The highest annual figure in the rocord of about 6% yaears was that of 148.2 in 1944.

A focture of the situation in the first complete postewar yoar was tho merked
revival of activity in the non-manufacturing industries, which taken as & whole, had
beenalversoly affected by wartimo labour and material shortagcse Thus o composite
index for the reporting non-manufecturing classes shows an incroase of 1Ue) per cent in
1946 over 1945, while that in the manufacturing division declined in the same comparison
by 8¢5 por conte

Within tho nanufscturing group, there was a small fractional decline in recorded
emnloyment in tho predwetion of non-curable menufactured igosds, together with a lpss
of 17 por ocnt in plants turning out Jurable manufactured god:ss While reconversion
to peace=-time production in the lattor catogory was obviously a causc of greater dise-
location than in the light manufactured goods division, it is also noteworthy that
labour-mana;cmont disapgroemonts in the lumber and metal industries acgounted for 5345
per cunt of the all-industries' total of working days lost through disputes during 1946;
striking werkers in these two branchos of the heavy manufacturod goods industries mace
up over 41 par cent of ell persons directly involved in industrial “isputes in the year
undor reviow.

Among the non-memill Jinring industries, the most significant increass rercrted
over 1945 was that of 18e8 per cent in construction; in building, the gain amounted to
43 per cente. Lopging, mining, communications, transportation, tra‘e, “inance, and the
sorvice industries for which data are availsble (meinly hotels and restaurants and
laundrics an’ dry-cloanin; establishments) showed generally hoightened activity as com=
pared with 1925 and immedistely preceding yearse

The cvents of the yser under reviow hed an c<verse c¢ffoct upon the omployment
of womene In 1945, statistics on sex distribution were colleccted semi-annuelly, at
April 1 and Octobor 1, while from January, 1946, the record was cstablished on & monthly
basise A compurison of the situation at October 1 in ths tws ycors shows at that date
in 19%€ an increase of about 8.7 par cent in recorded employment for men, accumpanied
by a decline of a little more than three per cent among women workers in the coversd
industrios. The general indox at Cctobor 1, 1946, was highor by 56 por cent than that
indicatod 12 months earlicr.
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FRUIT CROF FROSTECTS LIITLE
CIANGED SINCE ..UGUST

So’ tomber ustimated c¢f Canada's tree frults and grape crops, released by tho
D-mini-n Burccu of St tisties, aro for the most part little changed from the August
astimates a month carlicr.

The apple orvp is gstimated ot 15,621,000 bushels comparcc with the August estimate
of 15,702,000 bushelse This is 10 por cent smallor than the rocord harvest last ysar
of 10,202,300 bushsls but 16 per cont groator than tho toneyonr 193645 overuge of
13,412,000 busholse 4An inérease of fHur per cent since August brings the Nova Seotie
orop to 3,602,000 bushels, which is 40 per cent smaller than tho 1846 horvest of 6, 320,-
400 bushclse The ostimate for British Columbia shows a daecrocso of three per cent
and brings production to 7,623,900 bushu is, which is 23 per cont below the rocord 1946
harvest of 9,002,000 bushels, but still well abovo the ten-ycur 1036«45 average of
5,775,000 bushols,

48 thae rosult of a much brighter outlock in Ontario, pocr prospects have improvad
five por cont, bringing the curront cstimate to 65,000 bushclse In Nova Scotia the
figurc still stands at 30,000 bushels or the same as in 194.e In Ontaris the ercp is
now sut at 339,200 bushols, which is 21 per ccnt above the Lugust cstimcto and 26 per
ocnt ovor tho 1946 orop . of 263,3.0 busholse A slight decroasc in the outlook for
tho British Columbia crop brings thu ostimated harvest to 535,000 bushels, 8,200
bushols less than that of 2 month ag»> and nipne per cont below tho 1946 lovel of 652,-
5Jo bushulse

Productisn of plums and pruncs is now set at 732,J00 bushcls or onme per cunt
above tho prospcotive production in Auguste The outlook in Nove Seotia remains
unchangod at 12,000 bushels, whilec a four por cont inorease in the prospocts fur the
Onturio orup brings the estimate for that province to 237,000 bushelse TFlum and
prune productiosn in British Columbia romains unchanged from 2 month ags =t 483,000
busholse The curront crop is slightly smaller than that of a ycor ago whon produotion
was o5’ 'motod at 495,2.0 bushelse

5 sharp docline in the anticipated peach marvost as a result of unfavourable
conditions in Ontario, roduces the current ostimate to 1,722,000 bushels as compared
with tho wugust ostimate of 1,964,700 bushels. Troduction last scason was placed at
2,145,200 hushelss There is a cdecrease of 20 per cont a month a;o in the expected
harvost in Ontaric as the rosult of sorious losses from oriental peach moth and brown
rot, thc orop boing now set at 959,000 bushels compared with tho August ostimate of
1,195,020 bushols. TFroduction e your apo> was estimated at 1,476,000 bushels. In
British Columbia tho estimate remnins unchanged at 769,330 Lush.ols, the erop hsing
16 per cont larger than that of lost soason whon production was estimatod at 669,000
bushols.

Thoro has beon no change in the antiolpated harvest of grapes in Ontario or
British Columbia since August and the .stimate still stands ot 74,223,000 poundss
This socsount's crop is 10 per ocnt groater than that of 1945 wheon production was
ostimatod at 67,321,000 poundse The groat bulk of the jsrapo crop is producod in
Ontario, whoro tho cstimate stands at 71,4€0,J.0 pounds or 10 per cent above the 194€
levels The British C:lumhia yield is currontly estimated ¢t 2,763,230 psunds, while
precduction last season amzunted to0 2,195,000 younds.

STOCKS LND MLRKETINGS CF
WHE..T ..ND COARSE GRAINS

Stocks of Canadian whéat in storo showed a further shorp rise during the wesk ending
September 1T, fthe total standing at 103,479,556 bushels, an incronse of 16,737,617 Lushels
ovar tho total for September 11, accsrding to fipures compilod Ly the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics. Visible on the corresponding date last yoar was 97,229,22% bushels,

Doliverios of wheat from farmms in the Prairie Provinces curing tho week ending
Sentembor 10 umounted to 22,453,066 bushels, ocompared with 32,953,141 in the preceding
woeks Total for the first seven weoks of the current erop yoor was 10,143,756 bushels,
comnared with 04,044,177 in the similar period of the crop yoar 1945-46.

The frllowing quantities of coarse crains were also delivored from farms in the
Prairie Provinces during the week ending Septomber 18, totmls for the preceding week
being in brackots: oats, 3,375,779 (3,7%2,214) bushels; barley, 4,379,071 (5,533,971);
rye, 775,534 (1,773,683); flexseed, 501,146 (562,8€9).



QOctober &, 1§47 D.8+S+ WEEKLY BULLETIN Fago &

STOCKS OF BUVLTER, CHEESE
AND BGGS ON OCTOBER 1

Stocks :f cresmery butter in nine of the principal cities of Canada on Cctober 1
amounted to 49,555,034 pounds com-ared with 45,477,216 on Soptomber 1, and 43,731,856
on October 1 last year, according to the Dom‘nion Bureau of Statisticse October 1
stocks of chocuse wure 29,042,119 pounds compared with 32,076,526 on September 1, and
23,088,<1% a yoar agoe Cold storage e;zs were 6,223,661 dozen comparca with 9,833,919
on Soptomber 1, and 4,534,736 on October 1 last year.

Crecmary butter stocks on October 1 were as follows by citles, totals for October 1
last yoar, being in bracketss Qucbec, 4,767,360 (4,720,93V) pounds; Montreal, 18,789,413
(13,960, 68); Torontc, 5,373,468 (5,594,392); WinnipeB, 9,002,722 (6,955,783); Regina,
616,706 (413,374); Saskatoon, 223,073 (241,1€2); Edmonton, 3,453,928 (1,004,273);
Calgary, 1,967,161 (1,203,464); Vancouver, 4,375,012 (3,753,301),

WH2.T FLC'R_PRODUCTION
UF SUBST.NTLALLY IN AUGUST

Vheat flour production in August == the opening mcnth of the new crop year --was
substantially higher than in the corresponding m:onth last yoar, amounting to 2,412,39%
barrcls comparcd with 2,158,627, according to the Dominion Burcau of Statisties. Over a
period of yoars Auzust has ccased to be a low production mcnth, and in the last four
years czutjut has gone over the two million barrel mark.

Total whoat milled into flour during the month was 10,050,530 bushels against
9,564,092 in the same month last yeare Following quentitics of coarso grains were also
ground during the month, totals for iugust 1946 being in brackots: oats, 2,266,353
(2,229,005) bushels; corn, 164,376 (12.,006); barley, 344,173 (7G9,723); buckwheat,

763 (752); mixod grain, 1,322,035 (1,576,209),.

JULY SALES OF FLUID MILK 4NoD CREAN

Salos of fluid milk and cream in July amounte: to approximately 35540.54050 pounds,
a decreasc of 3% por cent helow those of July 1945, accordin; to figures released bv the
Domlnion Bureau of Statistiocs. Of this year's July salesy milk amounted to 235,00.,000
pounds or 01 per cent, while oream sales amounted to 67,0004000 pouncs or 19 per cont,
Compared with July last yoar milk salos declined eight per cont, while cream sales

(milk equivclent) advanced nearly 25 per cent.

Fluid sales in forty urban markets for whioh the Bureau has figures amounted  to
350,000,000 pounds or 58,137,000 quortsy a decrease of eizht per cent from July last
year while sales of creem in the samc contres advanced 223 per ocnt.

Among the forty urbtan marckets, sales of fluid milk In July decreascsd for the most
part when compared with the same month lest year, a notable exception being Chicoutimi
which inoreased its sales bv 10 per cent. Sales of fluid cream in the same m rkets showed
wide variations when compared with a year ago; Sydney increasod by 162.2 per cent,
Chicoutimi 120s1 por cont, Sherbrooke 7546 per.cent, and Churlottetown 47 per cent,
whilo Fort Williom and Port Arthur showed de®rcnses of 22,7 pur cont aud Thres Rivers
13,7 por conte

PRODUCTION QF S.UN
TOMBER 14 JULY

Canacian produstion of sawa lumber, excluding sawn ties, amounted to 612,382 M feet
board measure in July as compared with 550,068 M in the precoding month, and 575,440 ¥
tn the corresponding month last yenr, according to estimates roloased h the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics. During the first sven menths of kkis ycar, 34033,004 M feet
wore produccd comparel with 2,766,020 M in the similar period of 19464 cn acvance of
almsst 10 per cente

Troduotion during July was as follows by provinces 'n M fcot, totals for the same
month lagt year being in bracketss Trince Edward Island, 1,071 (994); Nova Seotia,
32,356 (33,771)3 New Brunswick, 39,942 (41,08€); Qusbec, 2.4,5.¢ (189,030); Ontario,
123,509 (100,2723); Manitoba, R,446 (8,406); Saskatchewan, 3,705 (5,168); alberta,
12,279 (11,204); Eritisk Columbia, 105,213 (184,630).
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CEEQUES Ci#SHED AG: INST
INDIVIDUALL ..CCOUNTS

Choques ocashed against individual accounts in August cmounted to 95, 256326 £20,
an incroasc of Tef per cent over tho +4,366,540,220 for the same month last yousr, scoord-
ing to figurcs released by the Domirion Bureau of Statisticse Twenty-cight of the 33
clearing centros showec advances, and each of the five eoonomic arcas rose %o higher
lovels, with British Columbia showin; the greatest nercontage gain.

With the excoption of Toronto and Ottawa, all elearing houscs rocorded advanees for
the first eight months of 1947, and the Dominfon total of W7, 709,640,000 increased
6«4 per cont over the $a4,097,770,000 registerod for the similor period last year.

Totals for August by economic areas were as follows, with those for the seme month
last yonr in brackets: Maritime Provinees, $123,922,00’ ($128,407,000); Quebes, ¥1,54C,-
635,000 ({1,525,362,000); Onterio, 42,074,716,3.v (42,029,122,000); Prairte Provincss,
$947,162,000 ({801,660,J.:); British Columbia, {638,901,000 (4890,972,000),

SALES OF NEW MCTOR
VanIcLeS 1IN nUGUST

Salus of new motor vehicles in August declined 18 per cent to 16,570 units valued at
30,306,506 from the July figure of 20,145 units for ¢35,352,307, according o figures
reloasod by the Dom'nicn Buresu of Statisties. Sales for the 7irst ol ht months of this
year amountod to 133,342 units valucd ot 5241,198,728 comparal with 63,930 units whieh
rotai led at $104,772,236 in the corresponding period last ycare '

3 Tasscngor oars sales for August amounted %o 11,767 units for o rotail value of
921,122,052 compared with 14,620 units for 425,151,437 for the previous month, and 5,551
units valued ot 8,524,311 for August last year. Sales of trucks and Busos also deoreaser,
the total for August being 4,%11 units velued at £5164,753 compare! with 5,825 for
19,200,070 for July, an® 3,540 for 5,023,026 for August, 1346,

Passongor oar sales for the oight months onding August omounted to 95,915 having a
retail valus of $163,581,626, and was more than double the 41,733 passonger ears sold
for $5U,400,140 in the corresponding period of 1946. Sales of trucks and buses in the
samo poriod amcuntod to 42,427 which sol¢ for §77,067,102 compares with 27,247 for
¥45,270,U5C for tha same period last year.

FINANCING OF MOTOR VEHICLE SALES IN ALUGUST

Finaneing >f motor vehicle sales during August declincd slightly from July, bdut
rema ino well above last yeor's August volume with increasos amount ing to 67 per ocnt
for now vohioles and 214 per cont for used vehioles, acoorcing to the monthly report
by the Dominion Burcau of Statistics.

susust totals show 2,040 new possongor vehicles financc: for 2,471,557 end 1,512
new conmcrecinl vehicles for ¥2,624,201. Now passenger oar finanoing, the Bureau observes,
has shown rroator cxpansion during 1947 than hos the fipancin: of new commercial vehicks,
and this tren’ was maintained through hurust when now passcnfor oar financing was 107
per cont abive tho volums for Aupust lastyear is compered with o gain of 32 per cunt for
new truocks ond busvse On the other hand, there was an increasc in the numbor of new
gommoreial units financod in August as comoared with July, whilo pessonger cur finaneing
declinud between thuse two monthse

Financing of used vohicles decreasec modoratoly in August from July, but eontinued
the carlier large incrcases over 1946. During the month thore wers 5,160 used passonger
cars finanecod for $2,8%2,379, reprcsonting incroeases -f 273 por cent in number end 4387
per cent in f#nanced value in cemparison with August last yours The increases for used
commereial vehicles wero less substarmtial, although the vulume vms almost twice as great
as & your ajo, amounting to 1,327 units with a financed value of 1,123,428, the gains
over lact yeor running to %4 and 99 por cent, respectively.
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HIGHWaY TIAFFIC AT CANADIAN
TORDER TOIN'S IN AUGUST

Intcrnotional automobile traffic across the Canade-~United States bouncary in
August sur assod the previcus poak ostablished in July with o total of nesrly 1,350,0u
vehiclus passing through custom ports compared with 1,063,000 in August 1946, and
1,235,000 in tho preceding minth of the current yeecr, according to figures reloased by
the Dominion Bureoau of Statisticse

Particularly warm woather and vory 1little rain cave an impotus to tourist travel
from tho United States to Canada during the month. Inaddition, annual exhibitlons
an? fairs at Poronto, Ottawa, Vancouver and elsewhere acain mele their appearance
after the wartime susmensior end attracted many visitors. Bntriecs for the Labour Day
wook=ond were of record proportions. The immense volume of August tra’fic included
1,070,000 cars of foreisn registration and 277,000 Canadian vehicles returning from the
United States. Foreign entries represcnted 643,12 non-pernit or local traffio cars,
49,433 ontoring on teourist permits -- an gll-time peak -= and 17,204 United States
commarcial vehicless

Confirming the exporience that fugust normally brings the hoovest influx of
motoring tourists, the all-important tourist permit elass of foroign visitor compiled
a new rocord total of 409,433 car sntries curing the month, a 23 per cont increase over
the samo month of last year and 4,200 cors or 13 per cent above the previous high
in July of this years. During the first eight months of this yoar a total of 1,233,000
tourist cors cntored Caneda, an incroasc of 13 per cent over tho corrosponding period
of 194G

Camndian cars roturning aftor stays of more than 24 hours in the United States
tctalled 40,000 compared with 23,052 in August last year. Similarly, cors returning
from short visits of less than 24 hours amounted to 220,000, 2 gain of 28 per aent
sver the same month of 1940,

INDZX NUMEERS OF WHCLESALE PRICES

The general index number of wholcsale prices, on the basc 19263100, was 130.8 in
Auguot, on increaso of 1.7 points ovor tho July level of 120.1, anc 2145 points over
August 1946, accorcing to figures released by the Domimion Bureau of Statisticse All
but one of the eight sub-groups == chemieal products -- showod increases over the July
figurese Trincinal increases were recistered in the non=metallic minerals and animal
products group, and were accounted for by tho advances in the prices of coal, salt,
milk, milk products and eg(s.

Sub=-group indexes for August were as follows, with thc flgures for the previous
month in brooketst vegetable products, 11540 (11346); animal products, 131.5 (129.4);
textilo products, 134.1 (132.2); wood products, 165.3 (16500); iron products, 1360
(13540); non=forrous metals, 12340 (132.5); mon-metallic mincrals, 1173 (11444)3
chemical products, 110e4 (11043).

WEEKLY SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

The following are security price indexes of the Dominion Bureau of Statisties for
the wack onding Soptember 25, 1947, a week and month carlier:

Soptembey 25 Soptember 10 August 28

(Base, 1)35=19352100)

INV2STORS ' TRICE INLEX

(lQD Common StOCkS) eersscesyspneseed 1)2.3 104;7 105.0
T4 Industrinls T Y Y I A EEE NN N 9549 97.7 903
12 Utilities YRR E R R 115-0 x 11707 116.2

3 banks Bes s s s ecesasssers st 127.4 12902 129-7

HINING 'STOCK TRICE IWDEX

(27 stCCkS) et et tssoss st Dot R 87.7 ' 0 PB.? 89.J
2'\:’; C’Ul(}s .‘....'.........'...J.... 79.8 61.0 79.7
%+ Base KCtalS--ao-oocau-on!.n;.o. 13101 102.0 135.2
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DEPARTMCNT STORE SALES IN AUGUST

Dopertmont store sales in August were four per cont hi hor than in the corresponc-
ing month last yoar, accordin to figures releasud hy the Dominion Burvau of Statisticse
This gain wns smaller than those rocordsc in previous months of tte year, end fer short
of tho cumulcobive rein of 14 per cont for the first eight months of 1347, Tracing in
August a yeur ago was ¢xceptionally high, the Bureau noints out, which mey scecount for
the moderate cuin for August this year. Unad jus te? indexes, on tho base 1935-1939=100,
stood ot 20540 for Ausust as compared with 197.2 for August, 194€ anc 15904 for July
this ycar.

August increases in western Canada surrassec thoso in castern garts of the country
and romsined close to the margin of increese prevailing in ecrlicr months of the year,
salos in the Trairie Frovinoes advaacing 12 per cent and in British Columbia 10 ver
cente Snles in Quebec advanced two per cont, while small ‘ccronses wero registered in
Ontario and the Maritimes.

Inereascs over a year age for the various dJepartments werc ccnfined to food and
wome cguipment cepartments, while lecreasos were registerad in mest othergs In comper-
{son, increases were noted in July for all departments but hosiery and glovese A
dealine of 11 por cent in women's apparel was the sharnest rcduction racorded, while
radio ané music departments, which hrave heretofore shown extonsive sales galns, fell
off nine per cont compared with Au ust lest year.

BIRTHS, LE.THS sNL MaRKIAGES

Registration of births durinc tho month of July in eitlos, towns end villages
having & population of 1C,0J0 or over increased 12 per cent to 15,833 over July 1946
fizuro of 14,104, accoriing to figures releesed by the Dominion Bureau cf Statistles.
Doaths totalled 4,741 os against 4,955, a cecrease of two per ocont, while marriages
inoreascd one per cent from 7,575 to /817

— e ——

CiR LOALINGS ON CANALLAN RAILWAYS

Car loc ings on Cenadian railways for the weck anded September 20 declined to
71,344 cars from $5,703 cars for the preeeding weok, but were sli;htly above the total
of 30,0609 cars for the corresponding weok last year, eccordinZ to fisurce released by
the Dominion Bureeu of Statistics.

Grein loacings declined from 10,929 cers for the preceding week to 9,508 carse
Live stock cooreasod to 1,065 cars from 1,690 cars for the provious woouk and 2,560 cars
& yoar ago, and fresh mests snd packling house products wero cown %o 139 cars es ugeinst
433 cars for the previous week end 571 cars in 1246. Tulpwood cdeclincd to 2,925 cars
from 3,39¢ cars in 194¢ but coal increased from 5,956 last yoar to 64404 cars, Oros and
ecncentrates from 2,151 to 3,694 oors, g@soline and oils from 3,945 to 4,345 oars, sugar
fpom 243 to 437 oars, iron and stocl products from 94¢ to 1,4CC cursy autcs, trucks and
parts from 639 to 1,107 cars and leCsle moerchandise from 17,664 to 13,400 ocers.

FRODUCTION OF CCNCUEETE BUILDING
TLOCKS oL BRICK IN JULY

Production of concrete building blocks inoreased in July by 16 por cent over the
previous month, whiloe concrete bricks decreased 19 per cont, according to flgurss
reloasad by the Dominicn Bureau of Statistics.

July output of concreto build ing blocks, solid, hollow and cinder, smounted to
3,109,309 ommparod with 2,622,92C in June and 1,956,756 for July last yoareq Total for
the scven months smcunted to 12,505,802 compared with 9,525,041 for last ysar.

Troduction of eoncrete bricks was 1,564,516 vim July aompared with 1,683,350 fof

the pro®ious month and 1,009,335 for July, 194C. Ageregate for the adven menths ending
July amounted to 7,505,032 compared with 6,264,522 last yeire

Output of cement rrain nlps, sewor plpe, weter pipe and culvert tile incrgasod
sharply to 21,358 t.ne Trom the Juns figure of 11,376 and 2,762 for July, 1946e Seven

months! production emounted to 72,711 tons compsred with 46401 for 10:6.

——
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AETORTS ISSUEW, DURING THE "EEK

le Domestic Exports, August (1. cents).
2 Fluid Milk Trade, July (1J cents).
3e Trices and Frice Indexes, Aurust (10 conts).
4e Concrote Building 5locks and Cement Pipe, July (10 cents).
5¢ Sales of Now Motor Vehicles, August (10 conts)e
€s Financing of Motor Vehicle Sales, August (10 conts)e
7+ Machine Shops Industry, 1945 (15 cents).
B+ Cheques Cashed and Money Supply, Aurust (10 cents),
S Labour Force Bulletin No« 6 (25 cents).
10, Highway Traffic at Canadian Border Foints, Au_ust (10 conts).
1le Estimates of Camnia's Topulation, 1947 (1. cents),
12, The Mica Mining Industry, 1945 (25 cents).
13+ Survey of Froduction in Canada, 194.-1945 (25 cunts)e
l4e Brass and Copper Products Industry, 1925 (25 conts),
15, Froduction, Shirments ani Stocks on Hund of Sawnills Eest of the Rockles,
July (25 cents),
16+ Canncdian Milling Statistics, Aurust (10 oconts)a
17. Statistical Roport on the Cperation of the Unemployment Insurance hct,
Aupust (10 oonts)e
1Gs Stocks of Butter, Choese and Eggs in Nine Cities, October 1 (1U cents),
1%¢ Monthly keview of Businoss Statistics, Ausust (10 conts),
20s» Fruit Crop Report, Septembor 29, 1947 (10 cents).
21. Department Store Seleus, Auzust, 1947 (15 cents)e
22. Roglstration of Births, Ucaths and Marriages, July 1947 (10 cents),
23+ Consumption of Petrolcum Fuels in Canada, 13.5 (25 cents),
24¢ Quarterly Bulletin of Agriculturel Statistics, April - June, French
($140C a yoar).
25s List of Public Secondary Schcols, (50 cents).
26 Yrimary Iron und Steel Industry, 1945 (25 cents)e
27. Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hand of Sowmills in British Columbiae,
Jopuary, Februory and March, 1947 (25 cents).
28+ Car Loadings on Canadian Railways - Weekly (10 ccnts)e
29+ Papor Box and Bag Industry, 1945 (25 cents ).
30+ Annual Review of Employment and Payrolls, 194 (30a00)
31 Aroa, Products and Valuo of Field Crops, Maritoba, 1945 (10 cents),

Copios of these and other Buresu rerorts may be obtaincd on application to the
Dominion Statistician, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa.
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