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COST-OF~-LIVING INDEX ROSE
1.4 POINTS DURING OCTOBER PRU

R Y
Ll Y e

The Dominiun Buresu of Statistics cétt =1living index, on the base 1935-392100,
rose le4 points to 143.6 between Octooer 1 and November 1, 1947. Higher food prioes
continucc to dominate the advance, but each of tho sub-group indexes, except for
rentals move! upward. When adjusted to the base August 1939100, the Dominion oost-

of-1living index moved up toM2.5 on November 1 from 141.1 on Ootober 1.

Tho index for the food group rosc 2.3 points to 173.6, cue mainly to higher
pricas for uggs, fluic milk, ocertain meats an® ocanned vegetables. Bubtter, lemuns
an? a few fresh vegetables, on the other hund, were slightly lower between October 1
end Noveombor.l. Inereases whioch oocourred later in November were, of course not
roflested in the November 1 index,

The elothing group acvanced 2.8 points to 157.0, refleoting rieing prices in all
sub=sections, while homefurnishings and services moved up le5.to 151e%, Cue to inereases
for furniture, floor coverings, furnishings, cishes and cleaning sugpllies.

Slightly higher costs for mediecinal supplies, personal c:re items, newsnapers
an’ gasoline wore responsible for a gain of 0.6 to 118.2 in the miscellenscus items
index,s Fuel anc lighting rose 07 to 12246, due prinoipally to higher prices for
corl and cckee The rentals index remained at 119,9.

WEEKLY SECURITY PRICE INDEIES

The following are scourity prioce index numbers of the Dominion Buresu of Statis-
ties on the base 1935-39=100, for theo week ending November 27, a week and month earliers

November 27 Novembar 20 Qotober 30
Investors! Price Index
(100 Common Stocks) eesecass ¥OT. 5 108.1 105.0
T4 IndUSERABIE o e0.ciais sesele 101.3 102.9 9845
18 Utllitieﬂ essss000scnp 11208 11408 115-4
8 Boanks ¢eesssesssssssses 135.8 135.4 129.6
Mining Stook Frisce Index
(27 StOCkS) @eserevessrncan 89,3 92.3 B7.3
23 Golds Secessssentagressee 7847 8l.7 7842
%4 Bagse Motals eoceccvcoess 108.3 111.2 103.2

STOCKS COF CRERAMERY BUTTER ON DECEMBER 1

Stooks of creamery butter in nine Canadien cities onm Doocmber 1 totalled 40,102,-
129 pounds compared with 48,862,020 on November 1, and 34,060,085 on tho sorresponding
date last ysar, acoording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Cheese stocks on
Docember 1 amounted to 24,615,468 pounds oompared with 26,763,770 on November 1, and
15,685,107 a year agoe

Creamery butter stocks were as follows by oities, totals for December 1 last
year boing in brackets: Quebec, 3,188,201 (3,407,454) pounds; Montreal, 15,621,660
(16,457,276); Toronto, 3,850,845 (3,231,553); Winnipeg, 8,357,512 (5,596,848); Regima,
504,725 (381,572); Saskatoon, 276,831 (268,857); Edmonton, 2,623,143 (1,286,562);
Celzary, 1,584,840 (875,763); Vancouver, 4,094,372 (2,554,180).
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WORLD WHELT SITUATION

World produetion of breadegrains in 1947 is now indicetud at 5.8 billion bushels
of whoat and 1.5 billion of rys, according to the monthly review of the whest situation
by ths Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The wheat eron is currontly estimatcd et about
the 1346 lecvel but is four per cont less then the 1935-39 av_rage, while the 1947
rye orop is four per cont sbove 1945, but only 88 per cent of the 1936-39 averngeo.

The rocord wheat crop in the United Stotes and the enticipated record outturn of the
Australian wheat crop now being harvested bring the world total for the year near
avorago, Jospite much below-averago crops in Europe and the Soviet*Union.

The Europcon bread-grain crops is about & third below the 1935-39 level, placing
most of that continent in @ serious foof nosition again this yeer, sincc bread cune
stitutes such o large part of the diet and alternative foods are nlsc scarce. European
import noods will be groater than “uring the past season when production, though low,
was ostimated tn Bo about 25 per cont larper than this year's oatturn. While a mod-
ornte incrcase in world grain exports is enticipatod this year it will ovidently be
insufficlent to offsot the sharp decresse in indigenous production in many deficit aresas.
Bread rations have eslready suffered furthur reductions from their already low levels
in ¢ aumbsr of Eurupoean countriss,

The review points out that the Dircctor-General of the Foold and agrioulture
Organization of the United Nations recently reported a further doterior:.tion in world
feod nositisn. Ho indicated that the gap betwoen minimum nesds and estimated sup:lies
of broad greins has widoned from a deficit of nine million motric tons to ten million
sinc: the FA0 confurence in Gensva last September, and statod thore is no hope of other
fordssuffs being substituted for bread.

Rolianble ostimates place the rice shortage at about four and one~half milllon
tons. Tho Japanese occupation of the rice-exporting countries of south-east Asis
seriously disrupted the rice trade and much of the shortage may be sttributed to reduced
production in these arense. Increasas in the rice-sating vonulation sugment the
eritical nature of the situstion. A committee of FAO which has been studying the
world rico situation is not optimistic that any immediate improvoment in supply can
bo cxpectods Tho committee estimates that evon by 1952 there may be a gap between
surplics ond roquirements of about three million tons. India, China, Malaya and
Coylon were prewar importers of rice and until import supplios bocome adequate to these
countrios wi'l Joubtless enfeavour to substitute wheat for rice in their reticns.

STOCKS AND MiLRKETINGS OF
WHEAT ..ND COLRST GRAINS

Stocks of Canodian wheat in storo or in transit in North Americe ot micnight on
November 20 amounted to 150,864,214 bushels compared with 151,777,131 on November 13
ani. 169,593,476 on the corresponting Jote lest year, ccecordin: to the Dominion Buresu
of Stetisticse Visible on tho letust cate comprised 140,915,695 bushels in Cenadian
nositions and 9,948,519 bushals in Unitod States positions.

Duliverios of wheat from farms in the Prairie Proviness "uring the week ending
Novembor 20 totalled 4,682,500 bushels compared with 5,062,371 in the preceding week.
During the poriod August 1 to November 20, 175,491,571 bushcls of vreat wore marketed
as compared with 211,228,746 in thu similer poriod of the precoding crop your.

The following quantities of coorse grains were olso “elivere’ from forms in the
Trairic Trovinees curing the week onding November 20, totals for the nreceding wesk
being in brackets: oats, 2,107,588 (2,096,220) bushels; barloy, 1,617,642 (1,563,458);
rye, 170,116 (242,888}; flaxseed, 74,925 (131,947).

st

CasR LO..DINGS ON CANADIAN RAILW.

Car loan-ings for 9 was¥% cnded November 22 increased %o 86,508 osars from 82,508
cars for the preceding week and 78,711 cars for the corresponding woek last year,
according to the Dominion Bureau of Stotisticse Loadings of coal increasel from 6,227
cars last year to 7,275 cors, nulpw-od from 2,238 to 3,618 cors, ant lecelse marchandise
from 17,715 to 19,028 curs. Smeller increases were made by grain, vezotable, 1live
stock, oros, lumber and gasoline oilss Fresh fruits declined from 754 cars in 1946
to 44% cersy canned foo? products from 824 to 638 cars, and miscellaneous freight from

5,805 ta 5,613 cars.
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BUTTER SUTPLIES IN OCTOBER

Creamery butter production in October reached a total of 27,169,000 nounds,
gxceeding the alletime record of October 1942 by 2,061,000 pounds, an of the same
month last yecr by 5,126,000 pounds, according to the Dominion Burcau of Statistice,
The dairy make movod up to 4,490,000 pounds, while whoy butter foll to 179,000 pounds.

Supply of buttor in October =-'stocks at the begimning, plus production in
October =-- amounted to approximately 105,500,000 pounds, an increasc of 7,750,000 pounds
ovor Octobor last yoar. This improvemsnt may be crodited to the high production in
recent months which placed creamery butter stocks of November 1 at approximately 71,-
000,000 pounis, nearly 4,000,000 above those of tho samo date last year. Tho unusually
large production in October reduoed storage withdrawals. Thus, ths soasonal decline in
croamery butter stocks between October 1 and November 1 was only 2,500,000 pouncs. A
yoar ago thoere was a cifference of 3,750,000 pounds in the holdings raported on these
dates.

The domestic disappeerance of total butter advanced to a little more than 34,000,-
000 poundis in October as against 32,000,000 pounds in the previous month and 30,000,000
in October, 1946. In pouncds per ospits, the October disappearanco was 2,71 in comparison
with 2,63 last month and 2.43 in the samc month last ycar.

SALES OF FLUID MILK AND CREAM

Salcs of fluid milk and cream in Scptombor foll to 339,702,000 pouncs, or by
approximatoly two por cent from the samo month last ycer, according to the Dominion
Buroau cof Statistics. Fluid milk salos amounted to 284,159,000 pounds, whilo croam
soles, oxprcssod as milk, reachod a total of 55,543,000 poundse Comparcd with the
samo month last yoar, milk sales doclined 4% por ccnt, but croam salcs inmcroascd 11 por
cont.

In the ninc months ondod Soptember, salos of fluid milk and croem totalled 3,143,-
263,000 pounds (milk oquivalont); comparod with tho samo poriod of 1946, this rcprusontaed
a docroaso of 82 million pounds or 2% pecr cont less than that rocordcd in the January-
Soptombor poriod of 1946. Cumulativo milk selos foll 5% per cont, whilo croam selos,
in torms of milk, incroascd 14 por cont.

In 40 urbon contres of which the Burcau hass figuros, tho September milk salos
amountc to approximately 150,351,000 pouncs (58,277,000 quarts); and for tho ning-month
poricd, Jonuary-Soptomber, a total of 1,367,880,000 poun's (530,574,000 quarts)e Thoso
figures roproscnt docroasos of four an? six per cent, rospectivoly.

STOCKS OF CANNED FRUITS AND VEGETABLES

Stocks of cennod fruits hold by cannors, wholosale doalors cnd chain storc ware-
housos on Octobor 1 worc 2,513,048 Fozon cans, a doelino of eight por ccnt from
Octobor 1 last yoar whon tho stocks worc 2,730,384 dozon, according to tho Dominion
Burcau of Statistics. Stocks of canncd vogotubles, on tho other hand, rosc from
12,347,454 cozon to 12,726,573 dozon.

Doclinos in the stocks of conned pcaches from 1,247,793 dozecn last ycar to 784,101
dozon, and in plums, gagos, otee. from 895,858 cozon to 749,641 dozon, accounted for
the ovorall cdccreasc in cannod fruit stockse. Most othcr typos werc highore Among
the cannod vogotablos, thoru woro docroasos in earrots and poas ocombined, corm, poas
and tomatous, but othor variotios wore hold in groator volumo.

NEW QUARTZRLY RETORT ON SECONDARY TEXTILES

The Dominion Burcau of Statistics today issuod tho first of a now suries of quartorly
rcports showing production of tho main itoms in tho soccondary textile ficlde Tho
prosont bullctin shows tho production in the first two quartors of this yoar of womon's
and missos' wecar, chil'reon's woar, mon's and youth's woar, and boys' woare. Data in
this now sorics cre compilcd on a commodity basis, irrospoctive of infustrial cleass-
ification. A-iti-onal publications will bo issuocd as tho eolloction of data roletive
to subsoquent quarterly poriods is complcoted.
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RETAIL S.LLES OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES
REACH HIGH POINT FOR YEAR IN OCTOBER

Rcaching tho highost point for thoe yoar, salcs of now motor vohiolos in October
totalled 23,640 units for a rotail valuc of $44,820,146, according to tho Duminion
Burgau of Statistics. Tho upward movomcnt was tho rcsult of o substantial incroaso in
the salc of ncw commiorcisl vohielos, which roso from 6,441 in Scptumbor to 8,214 in
Octobor. Fassongcr cer salos ~“oclincd slightly in Octobor to 15,426 vahicles eompurod
with 16,1565 in Soptombor.

Salcs “uring tho first ton months of this yoar totallcd 184,578 vohicles, with a
rotail valuc of $328,229,027, In thc semc poriod of 1946, salcs numbarcd 93,858
units with a rctail valuc of $149,280,000. Passongor car salus %o tho ond of Octobor
amounted to 127,496 units, whoroas the total in tho samo poriod of 1946 was 59,351,

DETARTHINT STORE SALES UP
12 PER CENT IN OCTOBER

Dollar sales in Canadlan doportment storos wore 12 pour c.nt highcr in Octobor than
in tho samc month of 1946, but worc practically unchangcd from Scptembor, according to
tho Duminion Burccu of Statisticss Whilc the incrcaso ovur Octobur last ycar was moro
than the 20 por ecnt gain shown in Scptombor, it foll only slightly short of tho avorago
incrcase of 15 per cont for tho first ton months of tho yoare Unadjustod indoxos of
salcs, on tho boso 1935-392100, stocd at 286.4 for Octobor, 287.7 for Soptombor and
25443 -for-October, 1948.

Gains worc shown in Octobur for all rogions of thc epuntryve Only in castorn
soctions wes thero any markod doviaetion from tho rather uniform pattern of the incroascs
from Ontario woestward. Tho month's advanco in tho Maritimo Irpvinccs was 12 per ccnt,
Quoboe cight por eunt, Ontario 14 por ccnt, Frairio Trovincos 12 per ccnt, and British
Columbia 12 por cunt.

Rosults for individual dopartmcnts indicatoc that tho major changes in salos from
last yoar continuod to ocour in cdurablo houschold ocquipmonts Highest among theso wore
gains of 61 por ecnt for housohold appllences, 21 por cont "or home furnishings, anl
19 nor cont for both tho herdwaro and redic copartmonts,

Sales in food dopartmonts woro 32 por cont grecator in October this yoar than last.
Incroascs for apparol “opartments wecro much roducad from thosc shown in Soptombor owm-
nuriscns, gains amounting to throo and six per occnt for women's and men's woar dopart-
monts, rospoctivoly. Dooroases cecurrod in ¢rug and station.ry salos.

FINANCING OF MOTOR VEEICLE
SALES UL SHARILY IN OCTOBER

llore motor vohiclos wore fimanc:¢ in Octobur than in any provious menth of thie
yoar anl, in fact, thc total was the highest rcachod sinco Scptembor 1941, eccurding
to tho Dominion Bureau of Statistics. New high marks for thc ycar were attalnod in
both ncw and uscd vohiclo financoing. Tho sharp upwerd trend in tho last two munths
oontrasts with tho downward movamont which nravailod during thc fall months of 1946.
Incroascs in Octeber this yoar comparcd with last amountcd to 142 por cont for now
vohiclos and 193 pcr ecnt for usod vchiclos.

Thorc wero 5,200 now vohiclos financod in Octobor for a total of $7,297,401.
TFassongcr cars, numering 3,165, mado up 61 por cont of tho total and waro throo times
tho 1,057 ncw passcnger units financod in October, 1946. Now commercial vohiclos
financcd totallod 2,035, almost doublo tho 1,029 transactions in thc same month last yuar.

Usod vchicles showod a somowhat higher margin of ineroasc over Qetobor last ycur
than 2id ncw vchiclos. Tho 7,478 units financod for $4,558,057 roprosontcd a gain of
193 pcr cont in number enc 267 per cont in financod valuc comparec with Octobor a
yoer a;ce Fesscngor cars formed a much high r proportion of thc total in tho uscd than
in thc ncw vehiclo ficld. Usod passonger cars financod numbcred 6,080 in Octobor,

81 por cunt of the totel whorecas tho number of usc? trucks end buscs finaneod was 1,398,
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EMFLOYMENT . .ND T.YROLLS
AT BEGINNING OF OCTOBER

In spits of serious losses resulting from the dispute in meat packing plants,
substantial oxpansion in employment was indlcated, on the whole, by leacding establishe-
monts at October 1, according v the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The generel galn
was seasoncl in charnoter, but was rather above-average for tho time <f years The
staffs of tho 18,182 employers in the eight leading industries rose from 1,993,483 at
September 1 to 2,007,897 at October 1, or by 0.7 per cent, while wockly salaries and
wages agzrogated $75,038,687, an inorease of 2.4 per cent over thc Soptember 1 total
of 473,285,907,

The poncral index of employment, based on the 1926 average, reached a maximum
of 194.6 at October 1 as compared with 193.2 at September 1. 4t October 1 in preceding
years of the record, the figures were as followss 1946, 178,1; 1946, 168.7; 1944,
183.3; 1943, 18745, anc 1942, 181.3. Tho highest index during thc wor was that of
190,5 reached at Docomber 1, 1943,

Imnrovemont in the situation as comnared with Septembeor 1, was shown in the
Maritime Frovinces, Queboc and Ontaric, but curtailment was repvorted by loading firms
in the four Vestern Irovinces. To o considerable extont, the losses in these provinces
were duc to industrial disputes, the strike of meat packlng employees having a partiou-
larly markod offect in the Frairie Areas. In British Columbia, disputes in the iron and
steel group 2lso causcd some declincs.

Industrially, thero was important expansion in logging, in which the reported
inoreass approximated that noted at October 1 last year. Tradoe showoc! oonsicderable
seasonal improvoment, while building was also more sctives On tho other hand, the trend
was unfavourable in other branches of the construction industry, and in mining, commun-
ications, transportation and hotels end restaurants. Generally spoaking, the reductions
wore modsrate. In manufaecturing, the sutstanding chunge was the rcported decrease of
some 10,700 workers in slaughtering and meat packing nlants, largely or wholly due to
the strike. Lumbor and pulp and papor mills showed substantial contrections of a
seasonal charcter. On the other hand, there were imnortant seasonal ccvances in vege-
table fo0d processing and textile factorles, together with smaller inoreases in many
other divisions.

CHEQUES CaSHED »G.LINST INDIVIDUAL
ACCOUNTE UP R CENT IN OCTOBER

Cheques cashod aguinst individuaml seccounts in October aggregated $7,209,000,000
as against 46,313,000,000 in the oorresponcing month last year, an increase of 14 par
cent, according +o the Dominion Bureau :f Statistics. Inoreases were shown in each
of the fivo economioc sreas, and 31 of the 33 clearing centres racordcd a greater amount
of finenocial transactions in this classe

The cheques cashed in tho first ten months of this year totalled $60,300,000,000
commared with ¥57,100,000,000 in the samo period of last year. Each of the five goon-
omic srees, ocxcept Onterio, recorded cdvances in this comparisones The agzrcgate for
Canade was Ge7 per cent greeter than in 1946, and each of the fivc occconomic ereas
oxcepting -Ontario showed percentage advances greater than for the Dominion as a whole.
Ottawa, among the cities in which clearing houses are msintained, was the cnly centre
showing a declinse.

REFINED PETROLEUNM PRODUCTS IN SETTEMBLR

Output of refined petroleum products in Septomber totalled 6,578,492 barrels com=-
pared with 6,453,764 in the corresponding month last year, accor”ing tc the Deminion
Bureau of Statisticse During the nine months ending September, 54,026,940 barrels

were producad eomparer with 48,707,695 In the similar perlod of 1946.

Canadian refineries used 6,901,270 barrels of crude oil in Scptember compared with
6,619,5:7 in Sc~tomber last year. Reccipts of crdue oil in September this year totalled
6,843,913 barrcls, inecluding 6,270,679 barrols of imported oil anc 57¢,234 barrels fram
Canacian sources of sunply. Inventories of crude at the vnd of the month amounted to
4,281,033 barrcls compared with 4,808,410 & yoar ago.




Doecamber 6, 1947 D.B.S., WEEKLY BULLETIN Page 6

TRODUCTION OF GOY.D IN AUGUST

Canadian production of gold in August amounted to 260,391 fine suncus compered
with 261,397 in the preceding month and 231,200 in the corrvsponding month lust year,
according to tho Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Duringthe eight months encing August,
2,036,208 finc ouneces were proluced compare:d with 1,898,999 in the like poriod of 1946,
an incrcasc of seven per cent.

SHIFMENTS OF ASBESTCS IN SEFTEMBER

Shipments of esbestos from Canadian mines in Scptember totzlled 58,356 tons compured
with 53,361 in the preceding month and 51,092 in September 1946, nccording to the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. In the nine months ended Sentember, 479,228 tons wore
shinped compered with 400,731 in the same period of 1946.

NATURAL Giaf O 'TIUT IN 1946

Production of naturul ges in Canada in 1046 totalled 47,200,184 thousend cubioe
feet valucd ot ¢12,165,050, a deoreasc of 1.1 rer cent in both quantity and value from
the 19.5 outout of 43,411,585 thousand cubic feet valued ot 412,309,864, cecording to
tho anmual survey of the industry by the Dominion Buresu of Statisticse

FRODUCTION .ND SuLE OF
RIGID INSULATING BOARD

Pro’uction and domestic sale of rigld insulating board both were incrcesed in
Octobor, the former amounting to 13,237,714 square feot comparec with 15,5¢7,699 a yoar
ago, and the latter, 15,842,346 square fect compared with 12,426,74l. In tho ten months
encing October, 169,155,077 squarce feet were produced compsre: with 131,569,421 in the
like period of 1946, end domestiec sales, 132,746,066 square foet compared with 108,681,332,

QUTFUT OF CLNTRALL ELECTRIC
STATIONS HIGHER IN OCTOBER

Contral olectric stations produccd 3,862,696,000 kilowatt hours in Octobor, e
rocord Tor tho month, and 843 ner cont higher than in Octobor last year, according teo
the Dominion Bureocu of Statisticse TFroduction for the ton months onding Ootober, at
37,703,0:0,700 kilowatt heurs, als> constituted & record for the period, oomparing
with 34,364,5350,000 in the similar period of 1946. Consumption of primary power was
at a now high with a daily average of 105,851,000 kilowatt hours ccmparec with 102, -
312,000 in September and 101,022,000 in October 1943, the previous high for the month.

Exports to the United States declined to 147,164.000 kilowett hours, which was
the smnllest Octobaer export since 1936+ Much of these exports arc¢ on contracts of
long stancing thot con not be reduced, but the expoeris of sccondzry or off-peak power
havoe boen coclining each month sines July and amounted to only 22,337,000 kilowatt
heurs in October as agsinst 64,431,000 kilowatt hours in Octobur 1946.

Tho plants supplying powsr in southcrn Ontario whore restrictions in the use of
electricity have reocutly been imposed, produccd almost 100 per cent of the maximum
possiblo with the equipment and watcr available. The plants in Quebec supplying power
to the Cnterio systems also generated practisally 100 per cent of their maximum capacity.
This was a remarkable performsnce in view of the enormous quantities produced by the
Niagara ond St. Lawronce plants whors water cen not be held back but the power must be
produced an® consumed almost continuously.

The amount of water which can be diverte~” from these rivers for power purposes
is fixed et e faily quantity. A slight flexibility is possiblc whoere the ratu cen be
incroasud at pack periods but the total daily cdiversion is firxed. Vhere the streem
flow is contrslled, such as on the Ottawa, Gatinesu and other rivars, watecr can be
stored during the night to be used during the cay. Interconncctions of thuse systems
with thc Nisgara plants mokes possible a very oconomical uso of the water osvailable
for nxwer purposes in the whole arcae
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FRODUCTION AND S..LiS OF
ASPHALT ROOFING MLTERILLS

Froduction of asphelt shingles and rolled roofing was inoreassd in Oatober, amounte
ing to 526,107 squ:ires compared with 505,077 in the corresponding m:nth lest yeaor,
according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Sales in the month rose to 529,874
squares oompared with 522,476.

During tho ten mcnths ending October, 4,671,493 squeres wers procduced compared
with 4,072,435 in the like period of 1346, while the sales agzregatcd 4,524,833 squures
compared with 4,000,933 a year ago.

Output of tar ond asphalt felts and shoathing in October amounted to 6,035 tons
ccmpared with 4,860 o yeor ago, the sales totalling 6,630 tons commrod with 4,774,
In the ten months, 47,163 tons were produce’ compared with 44,034 a year ago, enc the
sales, 46,123 tons compared with 43,333,

FIFTH DOMINION-TROVIECIAL CONFERENCE
ON VITAL STATISTICS HLLD

Called to riscuss a no®w model vital stotistics act for use as a guicfe in the
revision or re=freming of provincial legislation, the fifth DominioneFrovincial
Oonference on Vitel Stetistics was opene” on Mcnday, December 1, by tho Hon. James
A. MaocKinnon, Minister of Trade end Commerce. The conference was attended both by
of ficers in charge of vital statistics and legislative counsels of the provinces,
renresentatives of the Dominion Bureau of Statisties, end of various federal clepart-
monts, and by ruprescntatives of national organizetions interested in vital stetistics.
Tresent from the United States es obsarvors were Dr. Don C. Feterson, president of
the Amorican Associntion of Registration Executives, end Dr. Albort E, Bailoy, National
Consulting Scrvice, United States Nationnl Office of Vital Statistiss,

In his address of welcome, Mr. MacKinnon pointed out that the riret two Dominione
Provinciel conferences on vital statistios were held in 1918, when the first model
vital statistics ect for Canada was discussed end epproveds As a rasult of the labours
of these conferences, e Dominion-wide system of vital statistics was establlishecd.
During the intervening years many importont changes had taken place. The prosent
conferonce was for the purpose of considering revisions in legislation relating to
the registration of vital statistics thatare necessery or desirable for meeting
presont-day noeds.

Dr. Paul Parrot, Demogrepher, Ministry of Healt” of the Frovince of Quubec, was
oleoocted chairmon of the conference; G. Rutherford, Attorney-General's Department,
Manitoba, vico-chatrman; end J. Te Maurshall, Assistant Dominion Stctisticlem, secrstery.

MaNITOBA FARMS FEVLER IN NUMBER
BUT INCHEASE IN SIZE

Totel number of occupled farms in Manitobe “eclined from 53,024 in 1941 to 54,448
in 1946, but the proportion end also number of farms ovep 200 acros increasod, accord=-
ing to Trairio Census figures on Maenitoba farms released by the Dominion Bureau of
Statisticse agrregate erea of ocoupled foarm lands in 1546 was 16,778,535 acres, only
Q.1 per cent loss thon in 1941,

Forms over 200 acres in 1946 nmmbered 30,131 or 553 per cent of the total number
of farms as csmpero! with 29,191 or 5043 per cont in 144l. Largust number kn this
larger-size group in both years were those from 300 to 479 acress Those numbered
14,842 in 1048 and 14,410 in 1941, reprosenting 27.3 end 24.8 per cent respsctively
«f the total numbers. Next were farms of 400 to 689 ecres, which numbored 5,721 or
10,5 por cunt in 1946 and 5,502 or Y.5 per cuent in 134l. Farms of 640 to )69 acres also
inoreased to 4,402 in 1946 ocompared with 4,248 five years earlier; and of 201 to 299
aoros to 3,030 cpoinst 3,704, Those of $60 acres upward declined by two to 1,327
compered with 1,329 in 1941, Below the 200-acre size, farms of 101 to 200 acres
numbered 16,712 or 30.7 per cent of ell farms in 1946 as caomprared with 20,013 or 345
ner cent in 1041, an’ formed in each ysar the largest of the different size :roups.
Numbers in othdér smalloresize groups were also lower in 1946 than "ive years earlier.
Those of 51 to 100 ocres were recorded et 3,325 as ocompared with 3,330; fivo to 50
acres, at 3,670 compired with 4,249; and smell holéings below five acres, at 602 against
739. 1
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AGE DISTRIBUTION OF THE
POPULATION OF ALBTRTA

The proportions of the ponulation of ilberta in 1946 at the younger ages have

declines, while thcse in middle and oldor age groups have increased when cmprsred with
the consus of 1941 und 1936, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. A similar
trecnd was indicotad both for Manitoba and Saskatchowan in carlior roleasss by tho Bureaue.

Of Alborta's population of 803,330 on Juno 1, 1946, 46 per cont were uncer 25 years
of age, 48 per cent in the age groups between 25 and 64, and tho romeining six per
cent wore 65 yoars of age and over. Corresponding figures for 1941 and 1936, respect-
ivoly, worc as follows: total populastion, 796,169 and 772,782; under 25, 48 per cent
and 50 ner cent; 25 to 64 ysars, 47 per cent and 46 per cent; 65 yoars and over, five
por cent and four per cent.

Although the proportions of the populetion under 25 years of oge deoreased o &
whole from 1936 to 1946, the 0-4 age group showed & sizeable inoressee In 1936 the
nopulation under five yuars of age amounted to 76,023, dropped to 74,901 in 1941, dbut in
1946 haf riscn to 85,296,

Figures for rursl localities show reclines in tho nge groups up to 54 yeers of
agoe, with a resulting crop of over 37,000 in the total rural population during the
ton-year period. In urban localities the total popule tion inoreased by anoroximately
68,000, the principal gains being in the 0-4 age grouns, in the groups between 20 and
44, and in all groups over 54 ysers of age.

Males »>utnumbored fomeles in rural areas at all age levelss In urban centroes as
a whole, fomolos slightly outnumbered malcs from ten to 39 years, and again ot ages
of 80 an? ovor. This difforence was greatest in the urbun centros of over 30,000
population (Calgary end Edmonton) and for the age group 20 to 24 yoars, in which the
ratio of males to females was ono to 1l.%5.

POFULsTION OF ALBIRT: BY
MARITAL ST.T0S AND SEX

Figurcs roclating to marital status of the povulation of alberta on June 1, 1946,
roveal that 410,394 persong, or 51 poer cent of the to%.l were single, while 360,230 or
45 ner ocant were married, 30,474 or slightly less then four ner cont wers wicowed, and
2,232 or a small froction of one per cent were (ivorced, according to the Dominion
Bupreau >f Statisticss

Comparisons with the Censuses of 1941 end 1936 in-dicate a uniform increase in
thoe numbor of marriod rersons reletive to the total pnopulation, and o corresponding
drep in the number of single nersons. Whereas 39 »ut of evary hundrecd nersons in
Alberta in 1936 wora married, the proportion in 1941 was 42, and in 1946 closo to 45
Bingle narsons per hundred population numbered §7 in 1936, 54 in 1941, and 51 in 1946,

This inoreese in the ratio of marricd to cingls anplios to rural eni urban parts
of the nrovince alike. In rural localities the percontnge of married perzons rose
from 37 in 1936 to almost 42 in 1946, while the rercuntage of single persons cropped
from nearly 60 in 1936 to 55 in 1946« Similerly, in urban communities the proportion
of the nipulation morried advanced from 43 in 1936 to 49 in 1946 while those in the
single category -“ropped fram 63 to 46 ‘uring tho puricd.

It is probable that this rise in the proportion marrisd was partly due to an
increase in thu number of marriages during the war yusrse. Howevor, ecrliur census
figures show that a slight rise in the proportion marriss prevailud even curing the
poriod 1331-36, whan cconomic conditions tended to cdiscourago marriage. It is there-

foru quite likely that an important contributing factor was the advancing age trend of
Alborta's populntion and the ingreaso in ths proportion reaching marriegeable ages.

While the figures reveal that the cdivoree rate for ilborts inoreased noticoably
curing the poriod 1936 to 1946, it still remains a very small porcontage of the total
nopuletions The number of civorced persons increased from 1,263 in 1936 t- 1,518
in 1941 ancd 2,232 in 1946.
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CIVIL AVI,TION IN CiNiDi IN 1946

Thare has been s tremendous advance in all phases of civil aviation in Canada
in recent yoarse. 4Acccrding to figurcs oompiled by the Dominion Burcaa of Stet istloes,
roevenus miles flown increased betwsesn 1940 and 1946 from 10,341,329 to 25,844,570
miles, or by 150 per cont. Rovenue passengers carried (exelusive of traffic between
foreizn ports) increased from 135,779 to 802,811, or by 494 per cent, revonuc passe
enger miles from 38,438,439 to 206,776,408, or by 438 per oent, revenue freight ton
miles by 141 per cent, and mail ton miles by 151 per cent. Comparisons with 1945
operations show lncreasss in revenue siroraft miles flown of 39 per eunt, in passengers
carried 64 por cunt, in passenger miles 356 per cent, and in freight ton milos 42 per
eent, but majl tons miles declined 27 per cent.

REFORTS ISSUED DURING THE WEEK

1. Civlil Aviation in Canada, 1946 (10 cents).

2. Finoncing of Motor Vehicle Sales, October (10 cents).

3. Car Loadings on Canadian Railways - Weekly (10 cents).

¢, Natural Gas Industry in Canala, 1946 (15 ccnts)e

5. Decpartment Store Sales, October (10 cents).

6+ Quarterly Production on Secondery Textiles (25 cents).

7. Stocks of Canadian Butter, Chaesc and Eggs in Nino Citiss, Decs 1 (10 cents).

8. Number of Occupied Ferms by Sizo of Holdings, Manitoba (10 conts).

9, sge Distribution, Alberte, 1946 (10 cents).
10. Monthly Beview of the Wheat 8ituation (10 cents).
1ll. Monthly Dairy Review, Ochober (10 cents)e.
12+ Rigld Insulating Board Industry, October (10 cunts).
13« Procuction and Domestic Sales of isphelt Roofing Ootobor (10 cents)e
14, Canccion Grain Statistics - Woekly (10 cents).
15. Sales of Now Motor Vehicles, October (10 coents).
16+ isbestos, Sertember (10 conts).
17. Gold Production, August (10 cents).
18. Employment Situation at Beginning of October (10 cents).
19. Choques Cashed and Momay Supply, Ootober (10 cents)s
20+ Price Movements, November 1 (10 ccnts).
2ls Stocks of Canned Fruits and Vegetanles October 1 (10 cunts).
22. Refined Petroleurm Products, September (20 cents).
23. Central Electrio Stations, October (10 cents),
24. Alberta, Marite Status, 1946 (10 cents).
25. Housing Cl-recteristics of Prince Albert, 1546 (10 o:nts).
26+ The Leather Industry, 1946 (25 conts).
27, Crude Petroloum Industry, 1946 (25 cents).
28. Fluid Milk Trade, September (10 cents).

Coples of these and other Bureau roports may be vbtained on application to the
Dominion Statistician, Duninicon Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa.
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