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'rOss National Product and 
iross National Expenditure 

Gross national product and gross national expenditure in 1946 weru at a level of 
11,129 million in comparison with V6 11,478 million in 1945. The 1946 estim..tes are pro-

liminary as are the 1945 estimates but the letter have been revised since their first 
publication. The moderate decline in the money totals is larger in real terms as is in-
dicater' by the rise of 4.8 per cent In the index of wholesale prices and 3.4 per oent In 
the cost of living index from 1945 to 1946. 

Net national 1nco'e in 1946 ws 9,212 million as compared with $9,587 million in 
1945. Civilian salaries and wages Increased by $247 million while military pay and all- 
wances decreased by 817 million. The main components of investment income were maintained 
at ter 1945 1eve1. The decline of $140 million in total investmant income is accounted 
for by two items, a decline in government trading profits and &n increase in dividends 
paid abroad. Agriculture and other thdividual enterprise showed proportionate gains. 

While the national income declined in 1946 personal income incroasjd by 4358 mIllion. 
This is largely due to the increase in transfer payments by governrent to individuals. 
To large increase in transfer payments includes the increase in family allowances and 
the large scale payment to veterans in 1946 of war service gratuities, re-establishment 
credits and pensions. 

Components of gross national expenditure reflect a significant dim Lnution of govern-
m'nt expenditures offset in large part by increases of consumer expenditure and invest-
mnt in plant, equipment and Inventory. Receipts from abroad were maintained at a high 
Lvel because of the continuing foreign demands for commodity exports backed by Canadian 
government loans. 

Economic Activiy in Deoem.ber 

The extension of the prosperity phase of the economic cycle was indicated by the 
further increase in the index of the physical volume of bus i.ness in December over tie pre-
ceding month. The index on the base of 1935-39 rose from 18.3 to 186.7, a gain of three 
ptr cent. The advance was fairly general among the main compons, 

The index of mineral production wac two per cent greater at 141.6. A slight advance 
was shown in manufacturing, the standing in December having been 192.2 igainst 191.5 in 
the preceding month. A decline was shown in the index of construction. The advance in 
cloctric power was 2.8 per cent and distribution based on railway traffic, internal and 
external trade rose nine per cent to 200.2. 

Gold receipts at the Mint receded from 188,605 fine ounces to 171,483 in the last 
month of the year. The output of coal was practically maintained at the level of the 
preceding month, an increase in the index having been shown after seasoral adjustment. 

The index of production of wheat flour rose from 149.5 to 150.4. 	rnployment in the 
rubber industry showed the considerable expansion of 16.5 per cent. 

The output of newsprint was 341,951 tons compared with 364304, an increase having 
been shown after seasonal adjustment. Advances were also shown in the exports of planks, 
boards and shingles. The inex of the output of steel ingots and castlr.gs rose from 208 
to 214 and that of pig Iron production was 992 per cent greater. 

Electrio power production was 3,672 million kwh. compared with 3,567, the index mak-
ing the considerable advance of 2.8 per cent. 

Gains were shown in carloedings and In reti1 si 1 'c resulLing in marked advance In 
thQ index of distribution, 
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utai1 Sa1€-s in December and 
inthcCal3ndar Year 194 

Retail merchents transacted an unprecedented volume of business in December, 1946 
wHun sales were 10 per cent h1.her than in December, 1945 and increased 15 por cent abovi. 

vriber, 1946, according to the Dominion Bu!eau of Statistics. December culminated a 
y..r In whtch retail sales recorded uninterrupted and substantial gains. Volume of sales 
fr 1946 exceeded that for 1945 b y  14 per cent. These results are based on the onpositc 
tcX of sales for fourteen kinds of retail business concerned chiefly with the distrib-

utiori of food, anparel, household equipment anc personal effects. The automotive trares. 
whtch must be presumed to have transacted a much g'eater amount of busthess in 1946 than 
in 19e5, are not represented. 

Most notable feature of merchandis ing in 1946 was, of course, the more active trade 
in durable goocs. The much increased output of furniture, radios, eleotrioal applianoi 
end hardware was rapidly absorbed by a consuming public whose numbers wt're swelled by 
returning servio, personnel and whose incomes were sustained, not only by the continuing 
high level of employment but also by grants and gratuities to returned men and women and 
by family allowsnce payments. 

December sales increases for the various trades followed much the same pattern as 
thet established throughout earlier months of the year. The increases In durable goods 
stores were fr in excess of those for non-durable goods outlets. Outstanding gains in 
suLs were reported by department stores throughout 1946, sales averaging 19 per cent abov 
41-OSb for 194 . Sales in December failed by only a elight margin to equal the lnoreae 
for the full year. 

Among the apparel trades, men's and women's specialty shops reoordud increases which 
wLru in line with the study gains reported for earlier months of the year. Family cloth.. 
ir stores did not maintain their former higJ" rate of increase, Deoember business betn 
(ly eLht per cent aheac of December, 1945 sales. Shoe stores, on the other hand, showed 
increased activity at the year-end and the December sales increcs.e surpassed the average 
jnrr(JfsL for the year. 

WhUe grocery, combination and meat stores reported an increase of but four per cent 
for December, 1946, this margin was affected by a variation in th numbir of weekends in 
L.rur:br of the last two years. There were five Saturdays in December, 1945, but only 
four in December, 1946. The ralative1r small increese shown for restaurants in December 
in consistent with the reduced rate of expansion which has characterizel results for this 
tr'ido throughout the greater part of 1946. 

Two othor groups, drugs and jewellery, had comparatively small ga5.ns in sales for 
Dcotnber, which did not approach their annual average increases in sales for 1946. Drug 
stores had become popular sources of gift merchandise during the war yers when the re-
duced production of otvilian merchandise affected commodities handled in these stores less 
thin it did that of some other types of retail outles, This is apparent from the pro-
nounced peaks in the adjusted sales indexes for the drug trade in recent years. While 
sales remain high, there was a much wider selection of gift merchandise available for 
Chrisbnas 1946 and gift purchasing tended to become more widely distributed amongst other 
typos of stores. The xto of increase In jewellery store sales has slackened in recent 
months and a two per cent increase In December is in continuation of this tendency. 

ChaLn candy storos reported sales 14 per cent hi.gher in December, 1946 than in 
Dccmber, 1945, while the average increase for 1946 amounted to 31 per sent. Sales of 
rt ii furriers wore down five per cent in December compared with the same month of 1945. 

S.les of Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers 

Sa1s of paints, varnishes and lacquers by manufacturers, which ncrmally accounted 
for 96 per cent of the total Canad ian pr3duction, amounted to 43,968,551 in December corn-
p rod with 34,714,725 in the preceding month, according to figures coxni1ed by the Dom-
irii.on Bureau of Statistics. Cumulative sales for tht calendar year 1946 have been placed 
by the Bureau at 58,959,711. 
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v,o1csa1c Sales in December 

holesale sales in Canadri durinc; December were 13 per cent above tho dollar sales 
? vclumo for December, 1945 according to statements recei'ved by the Dominion Bureau of 
Stttstics from 370 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. This was the smallest 
edvnce reported for any month of the current year. The LenGral unadjusted index for ,Can.. 
ada on the bse, average for 1 935_1930a100, stood at 220,0 for Decmber, 1946, 194.7 for 
Dcumber, 1945, and 25699 for November, 1946. Dollar soles for the twelve months of 1946 
were 19 per cent above those for the year 1945. 

Vholtsalers In the province of Quebeo reported the greatest gain over December, 194$ 
with soles up 18 per cent. British Columbia came next with an tnc - oae of 14 per cent. 
Ontaro and the Prairie Provinces followed with gains of 12 per oent while sales in the 
iurttime rrovinoes wore 11 per cent higher than in December, 1945. 

AmonL  the individual trades, clothing and dry goods wholesalers continued to show the 
1riost increases with sales 43 per oont and 35 per cent respotive1y above the December, 
15 volume. Sales of hardware who1salers were 22 per cent higher then in the same month 
1rt year, while grocery wholesalers' sales were up 17 per cent. An inoreso of 13 per 
ont was recorded by the automotive eqripment trade, the footwear and tba000 and confec-
tiorttry croups following closely with increases of 12 per cent. The nine per cent increase 
between December, 1945 and 1946 for drug wholesalers was consistent with the margin which 
existod in the immediately preceding months. The decline from 1945 in ol1ar volume of 
wholesale sales of fruits and vegetables which has been evident for several months c,ontln-
tie', with sales in this trude seven per cent below the December, 1945 v1u"te. 

The value of wholesalers' inventories at December 31, 1946 was 23 per cent higher 
th n ot the same date last year. The cloth in group, with stocks valued 93 per cent higher 
Ihn at December, 1945 again showed the greatest increase. Stocks on hand in the whole-
see grocery trade were 44 per cent higher then last year while the automotive equipment 
wl ,  1 uSa1rs reported an increase of 30 per cent. Other increases in value of stocks on 
hud were as followss dry goods, 22 per cent; tobacco and confectionery, 19 per cent; 
"T(h:s, 12 per cent; fruits nd veget.b1os and hardware, six per cent; nd footwear, four 
pr cnt. 

Trrids in Food Distribution 

Wholesale grocers' sales t December were 17 per oent greater in loller volume than 
in the corresponding month of 1945, accorc 4 in to statements received by the Dominion flur-
etw of Statistics from a number of the larger firms across Canada. Preliminary fiures 
for the twelve months of 1946 indicate that sales for the year were 16 per cent above the 
19b volume. 

The increase in December was general throughout the different regions of the Domi.n-
br, the greatest gain, 27 per cent, being recorded by British Columbia. Sales of whole-
s1e grocers in quebec were 21 per cent above those for December 1945, and in the Prairtes 
18 per cent. Lesser, but still substantial increases were reported ir Ontario and the 
Mar time Provincs where wholesalers' sates were 13 and 11 per cent higher, respectively. 

Value of stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the end of Deoember was 44 per 
oint higher than at the same date In 1945, and 13 per cent above the \1ue of inventory 
ut the end of November. Inventories at the beginning of December are normally 64 per 
oint in oxcss of sales in that month. Stocks at the beginning of Deromber 1946 were 
valued 15 per cent higher than the sales for the month, indicating th't the inventory 
position of wholesale grocers is still below normal. 

Snies in December transacted by 666 chain store units operated b, ,f 24 chain compante 
in the food retailing field were five per cent higher than solos of 813 stores operated 
in December, 1945. Independent stores did four per cent more business in December 1946 
tan ir ,  1945. 

:irths, Dtths and Marriages in December 

Births registered In cities, towns and villages in December, having a population of 
10,300 and over, increased 30 per cent over the same month of 1945, and marriages by six 
p.r cent, while deaths fell five per cent, according to figures publihod by the Dominbo 
eureau of Statistics. Births numbered 14,445 compared with 11,126, marriages 5,170 corn-
pred with 4,91, and deaths 5,153 compared with 5,440. 
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Stocks and Markctings of 
71hat and Coarse Cirains 

Visible supplies of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North America at mid-
n L ht on February 6 totalled 129,703,174 bushels 1  eompared with 134 8 728,Q87 cn January 30, 
and 155,622,417 on the aorrosponding date of last year, according to figires released by 
thL Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Stocks on February 6 included 127,976,765 bushels In 
Canadian positions and 1,726,409 bushels in United States positions. 

Dolivorios of wheat from farms in the Prairie Provinces were lighter during the week 
ending February 6, the total being 1,147,518 bushels, compared with 2,465,733 In the pre 
ceding week. Marketings from Auust 1 to Februsry 6 aggregated 247,187,436 bushels as 
compared with 184,529,432 in the a imtlar period of the crop year 1945-46. 

Deliveries of coarse grains from Prairie farms also were lighter during the week end-
ing February 6, totals bein as follows, those 4'or the preceding week b€ ing in breoketat 
oats, 421,848 (1,070,018) bushels; barley, 290,311 (652,518); rye, 19,811 (34,733)3 flax-
seed 1,049 (4,141), 

Stocks ad Production of 
Dt try Products 

The butter supply position remains practically unchanged from that of the preceding 
mzmth, according to the dairy review for January issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statis-
tics. Production of creamery butter amounted to 9,807,000 pounds, an iacrease of 104 
per cent over the corresponding month of last year; this sliht improvement was reflected 
in the stock position at February 1, when 31.3 million pounds were held in storage and In 
transit. Compared with the previous year, the holdin Es were somewhat higher, but repre-
seated a decline of 13 million pounds from the previous month. 

With production now at a low hvcl, the withdrawals from storage are, of course, 
cunsiderably higher, so that this downward movement Is a normal one fOr this time of year. 
Snce production during the next few months is not expected to change the situation very 
much, the estimeted shortage of 11 million pounds indicated a month ago, still stands. 
This takes into consideration the extra quantities required to carry out an equitable 
distribution during the short supply period. 

Revised figures on the production of bul-ter for 1946 reveal a total of 328,000,000 
counds, made up of 271,366,000 pounds of creamery butter, 54,225,000 pounds of dairy 
buttor, and 2,278,000 pounds of whey butter. The total represents a d*oline of 22,000 8 000 
pounds in comparison with 1945. A sinificant fact is that the dairy make increased by 
ttbout 1,000,000 pounds. 

Cheddar cheese production in January amounted to 1,722.000 pounds as compared with 
1,752,000 pounds,In January, 1945. Stocks of cheese 1n cold storage, dairy factories, 
and in transit aggregated 23,469,289 pounds on February 1, compared with 25,684,220 pounds 
on January 1, and 24,367,899 pounds on February 1, 196. 

Output of concentrated milk preducts in January moved ur to 13,773,000 pounds, an 
Increase of 15 per cent. Whole milk products increased to 10,429,000 pounds, and milk 
by-products to 3,282,000 pounds. Storage stocks of evaporat.d whole milk amounted to 
12,F49, 347 pounds compared with 17,076,567 on January 1, and 11,227,666 on February 1, 1946. 

Stocks of Meat in Cold Storage 

Stocks of meat In cold storages and pecking plants were lower on Febrtmry 1, amount-
to 73,985,812 pounds compared with 79,647,865 pounds on January 1, and 77,469,671 

'unds on February 1 last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

Holdings of pork on February 1 rose to 43,132,251 pounds from 38,600,452 pounds on 
Junuary 1 and 37,228 9 879 pounds on February 1, 1946, while the stocks of beef were re- 

ducd, totalling 23,117,976 pounds against 30,550,541 pounds on January 1, and 31,160,899 
pounds a year ago. 

There were reductiorsalso in the stocks of veal and mutton and lamb. H.ldinof 
vil were 2,143 0 395 pounds against 3,426,662 on January 1, and 3,339,471 on February 1, 
16, and of mutton and lamb, 5,592,190 pounds compared with 7,070,210 on January 1, and 
b,740,422 on Fobruary 1, 1946. Stocks of lard were recorded at 1,372,146 pounds, showing 
a decrease of 82,366 pounds from January 1, but an advance of 446,44C pounds over Feb- 
ru.try 1, 1946. 
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Stacks of Fish on Februa:j 

Stocks of frozen fish in cold st:rae on February 1 amounted to 33,927,229 punds, 
C CpLrod with 41,655,982 pounds on January 1, and 21,156,465 pounds on the correspording 

to If last year, 	octhg to figures releasud by the Dominion Bureou of Statistics. 
1!tr:s of February It t'- is year Ine!udod 	,°93,SO pounds fczen fresh, arid 2,033,427 

rr 	frozen smoked. 

Ctocks of ooc were recorded at 7,332,364 pounds, compared with 9,210,701 pounds on 
i.ry 1, and 2 9 323,741 pounds a year ago; salmon, 8,040,190 pounds, c rnpared with 10,- 

l,028 pounds on January 1, and 6,276,697 pounds last year. Stocks of sea herring mc.ved 
t 6,621,913 pounds from 5,829,553 pounds on Januaiy 1, and 4,789,485 pounds on Febru- 

QT 	- r&i ur 

Production of coal in Canada in November amounted to 1,576,999 tons, recording a 
crease of three per cent from October, and a drop of 12 per cent from November 1945, 

according, 'o figures compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Output for the first 
1even months of 1946, hcwever, was eight per cent hiL.her than in the simi1r period of 

1 '7, respective totals being 16,225,391 tons and 14,951,648 tons. 

oke production moved up sharply during the month, tota'ling 323, 	tons as compared 
H 71,000 in the preceding month and 284,000 in November, 1945. A 0 regate for the 
'st eleven months of 1946 was 2,993,000 tons compared with 3,550,000 in the similar 
rr of 1945. 

in November, 3,465,368 tons of coal were imported, brtning the total for the eleven 
of the year to 25,345,508 tons, or 12 per cent more than in the eleven months of 

i.l.. Coal exports in November amounted to 74,588 tons compared with 70,374 in November 
, and the total for the cumulative period was 759,204 tons compared with 780,689 in 
uiie period of 1945. 

	

rot 	 iing Materials 

roduction in December of concrete building blocks by manufacturers which normally 
t for about 85 per cent of the total for Canada, waF recorded at 1,055,946 pieces 

s compared with 1,442,807 in the preceding month, according to figures released by the 
on Bureau of Statistics. Output for the calendar year aggregated 17,361,596 pieces. 

'reduction of concrete bricks in December amounted to 583,248 compared with 860,774 
;umber, and the total for the calendar year 1946 was 9,585,937. In December, 6,593 

ri5 of cement drain pica, sewer pipe, water pipe, and culvert tile were produced, as COm- 

	

r- 	,F2' in Novmbr, brininr the total for the year to e6,975 tons. 

[lales in December of manufactured gas by distributing companies totalled 2,208,831 M 
"oHc feet as compared with 2,041,086 M in the corresponding month of 1945, according to 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. During the calendar year 1946, 24,241,645 M cubic 

1 .jore sold as compared with 23,452,817 M in the preceding year. 

.;ocember sales of natural gas were recorded at 4,274,855 M cubic feet, in comparison 
•,935,559 in December 1945, and the aggregate for the r,lcndar year 1946 was 33,186,- 

	

I 	L.:c-orH 'H' 	?7,586 M in 1945. 

'LV or 

.mber of new motor vehicles sold at retail in Canada during 1946 was 114,479, having 
*i1 value of 179,689,602, according to preliminary figures released by the Dominion 

s i  of StLt5tjcS. Distribution of new vehicles was higher in the final quarter of the 
I'. :0V' .' 	t roe previous quarters. 

r....... Ilud during 1946 numbered 73,052 and these had a retail value of 
.1 	j)39 	Tn last two months of the year witnessed a sharp up3wing in sales, and 
.L:ume was higher in these two months than in any earlier months of the year. Sales of 
'w trucks and buses continued at et stoady rate durinr, the fnia1 quarter and total die- 

on for tlo y':r wu; 41,427 units valued at 69, 757,563. 
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Sulus of Fertilizers Up 12 Per Cent 

Sals in Canada of ferti1ier mat, rids and of mixed fertilizers dt ring the twelve 
ru.nths ended June 30, 1946, totalled 645,325 tons, an increase of 12 per cent over the 
rrvious year when 575,107 tons were sold, according to figures released by the Dominion 
k3ur'iu of Statistics. 

Suls for the twelve months ended June, 1946, consisted of 102,63 tons of fertilizer 
mut..ri.1s en 52,686 tons of mixtures sold for consumption in Canada, rompared with 92,026 
tons of materials and 483,081 tons of mixtures sold in Canade during thij previous year. 
Exnorts in 1945-46 consisted of 50,504 tons of mixtures and 566,002 tons of materiols. 

Stocks of Non-Ferrous Scp Metal 

Ingot-makers' stocks of non-ferrous sorapmetal at the end of December were recorded 
tt 4,866,000 pounds, showing a decrease of approximBtely three per cent from the amount 
hld at the first of the month, according to figures released by the Doninion Bureau of 
Stntistics. Stocks of secondary non-ferrous ingot fell from 2,347,063 pounds to 2,271,-
'13 pounds. 

Following were the dealers' stocks of non-ferrous scrap metal at the end of November, 
totuls for the heg,nning of the month being in brackets: aluminum, 6,064,435 (6,282,670) 
pounds; brass and bronze, 5,672,447 (5,612,168); copper, 3,967,496 (4,032,534); magnesium, 
122,030 (118,531); nickel, 332,186 (418,464); tin-lead, 5,680,559 (6,044,101); zinc, 1,049,- 

(1,00,''); drosses, 1,189,133 (1,150,539). 

Urbun and Interurban_Transit Systems 

Urban transit systems -- motor buses and electric railways -- trarsported 118,284,-
2C7 pnssengers in October as compared with 115,639,671 in th eorrespoing month of 194, 
rording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Interurban systemS carried 8,196,598 
p ssungers during the month, an increase of seven per cent. 

In Montreal there was an increase of 2.5 per ent in the number of passengers carriod, 
Brt1sh Columbia Electric an increase of 3,3 per cent, Vinnipeg 603 per cent, Windsor 5.8 
per cent, Edmonton 2.4 per cent, Saint John, 1T.B.,  88 per cent, Retriu 3.1 per cent, 
Saskatoon 11.9 per cent, Fort William 8.6 per cent, Port Arthur 9.7 per cent, and Sarnia 
3.5 per cent. 

Hull showed a decline of 222,491 passeng,e's or 27.7 per cent, the bridge between Hull 
and Ottawa bein •  closed to traffic. Toronto, Ottawa and Quebec showed small decreases 
and Halifax was down 13.3 per cent. 

rn 1 Traffic Lower in 1946 

Freight traffic using the Canadian and United States locks of the Sault Ste. Marie 
nala during the 1946 season of navigation amounted to 91,470,696 trs as compared with 

11. ,277,316 tons in 1945, a decline of approximotely 19 per cent, according to the Dom. 
nion Bureau of Statistics. Povbound iron ore declined from 78,039,57 tons in 1945 to 

6,031,'r70 tons, wheat frorr, 14,454,102 to 7,359 0 440 tons, and other grains from 3,136,20 
to 2,155,165 tons. Upbound soft coal inc'eased from 13,313,766 to 15,405,415 tons, and 

1 1 nd asoline from 838,934 to 1,169,760 tons. 

Se;:.scr's freight traffic on the Welland Ship Canal totalled 10,5 0,146 tons, a decline 
ot 18 per cent from the preceding year. The large decrease was in wheat whtch declined 
by 1,600,137 tons. Soft coal declind by 522,940 tons, coke by 85,823 tons, iron ore by 

6,751 tons, and pulpwood by 79,902 tons. Cots increased by 166,255 tons, barley by 
a,191 tons, ,oline by 64,369 tons, potroleum and other oils by 62,79 tons, paper by 
6:,09 tons and ore, other than copper and iron by 38,918 tons. 

During the season of nevigation freight using the St. Lawionce canals declined to 
,750,578 tons from 6,947,870 tons in 1945. Vheat declined from 1,982,176 to 665,969 tons, 
oft coal from 2,759,967 to 2,395,970 tons, hard coal from 113,772 to 66,006 tons, and 
other ore from 253,359 to 145,671 tons. Oats increased by 170,715 tons, barley by 54,784 
ions, gasoline by 178,745 tons, petroleum and other oils by 69,695 tons, sand, gravel and 
stone by 30,58' tons, and miscellaneous freight by 116,377 tons. 
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LUwuy Revenues and Expenses in November 

Cinad an railvays earned $64,791,000 in November as comperod with 61,247,000 in the 
corrosoonding month of 1945, according to fi&ures released by the Dominion Bureau of Stat-
ittcs. Frei2ht revenu:s for the month were 51,292,000, the largest tctal for any Novern-
bor, t;nd, on a doily basis, exceeded the previous peak reached in October, 1946. s com-
p:rud with November 1945, freight revenues advanced 12.5 per cent, but Fassenger revenues 
wore down 23.9 per cent. 

0perting expenses increased by 1,081,199 or 2.1 per cent, mainteranoe of way and 
structures being reduced by $1,989,601 or 20.7 per cent, and maintenanck of equipment by 
271,963 or 2,3 per cent, thus partially offsetting an increase in transportation expenses 

of 2,836,804 or 11.4 per cent. T -e operating inoome increased from 7,745,228 to 8,400,- 
313, and taxes were increased from $1,243,296 to 2,912,822. 

For the eleven months ended November, operating revenues declined from 708 0 145,67 
in 1945 to 649,459,856, operating expenses decreased from 357 1,613,601 to $565,521.928 

d the operating income from 98,578,280 to 53,072,283. 

lk-in , t-flours and hourly Earnts at December 1 

Manufacturing establishments at December 1 ehowod continued increases in the number 
0 r wLg-etrners,employed at hourly rates, in the total 'ours worked by such persons In the 
wek preceding, and in their aggreate hourly earnings. St.tistics werE tab1ated by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics from 6,248 factories having 753,287 hourl -rated wage-e;rner5 
t the date under review, as compared with 744,621 at November 1. 

The 1test indicated total of hours worked was 32,510,951, for which the remuneration 
um.unted to &24,211,128; the hourly-rated personnel employed by the samt firms in the wook 
of N.vunibr 1 had worked a total of 31,580,039 hours, for which they were paid the sum of 
3,016,260. There was thus an advance of 1.2 per cent in the number of wage-earners, 

.cr' pniod by that of 2.9 per cent in the aggregate hours worked, and cf 5.2 per cent in 
th., hourly wages. Thu Increased wages resulted in part from the payment of higher rates 
in u number of industries and establishments, while the sott1emnt of s€veral important 
ndustrth1 disputes was a factor contributing to the increased hours as well as to the 

h!cher earnings. 

The average hours was also higher, rising from 42.4 in the preceding period of obser-
vtion, to 43.2 in the week of December 1. The average hourly rate rose from 72.9 cents 
in the week of November 1 to a new maximum of 74.5 cents in the week of December 1. Prior 
to Sertembt.r, 1946, the high figure in the record was that of 70.5 centi at December 1, 
194, tric again at May 1, 1945. The mean at December 1 In 1945 was 67 cents. In the 
lest twelve months, there has been a decline of 1.6 hours in th time wrked, on the avor-
a, bv hour1y-rated employoes in manufacturing as s whole, while the a\erage hourly rate 
h 	risen by 7 95 cents, or by 11.1 per cent. 

Th weekly wages averaged 432.18 . at the date under review, as compared with 30.91 
in th week of Iovember 1, 1946, and 30902 at December 1, 1945, when, as already stated, 
tht, ev3rago hours worked per week were greater than in the week of December 1, 1946. This 
is only the third occasion in the comparatively brief record that the weekly average earn-
ins hav.. ,xoeeded those indicated 12 months eerlier. The weekly wages reported at Decum-
bLr 1, 194, had amounted to 32.64, the hours then reported having been a g,00d deal longer, 
partly as a result of much overtime, The industrial distribution had ther. also been 
Vtivourahlo to the higher average earnings. 

I!uusin Copluted in the First 
Lvn Mr!ths of 1946 

New housing units completed in the first oleiem months of 1946 in 202 Cnadian mun-
Irinelities which have furnished complete returns for the period to the Dominion Bureau 
of Strtistics totalled 2,521, or 2,257 more than in the calender year 1945. 

Rtturns received by the Bureu from 284 other municipalities coverng varying periods 
of the ye.r show an additional 8,669 units completed. 

Thus on the basis of ecinolete and incomplete returns from 486 municipalIties, new 
dwelling units completed within their borders totalled 33,190, as compared with 30,436 in 
th.: same nunicipalities In the calendar year 1945. 
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4 (r Loothgs on Canadian Railways 

Car loadings on Canadian railways for the week ended february 1 thalined to 69,945 
cars from 70,502 cars for the preceding week, acoording to figures relased by the Domin-

A 	
ion Bureau of Statistics. For the corresponding week last year, 1oadirgs amounted to 
64,593 oars. 

Rports Issued Durth the Week 

1. Car Loadings on Canadian Railways - eekly (10 cents) 
2. Dwelling tnits and Type of Buildings Reported by MunLcipalttitm and Other 

Areas -- Eleven Months ending November (25 cents). 
3. Sales of New Motor Vehicles, December (10 cents). 
4. Retail Sales, December (YJ cents). 
5. Sales of Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers 1  December (10 cents). 
6. Canadian Grain Statistics -- Veekly (io cents). 
7. Births, Deaths and Marriages, December (10 cents). 
8. National iocounts, Income and Expenditures, 1938-146 (10 cent;). 
9 Stocks of Dairy and Poultry Products, February 1 (10 cents). 

10. - Production of Canada's Leading Minerals, November (10 cents). 
11. Monthly Dairy Review, January (io cents). 
12. Sales of Fertilizers During Yr Ended June 30, 1946 (25 cents). 
13. Cold Storage Holdings of Fish, Februory 1 (io cents). 
14. Sales of Manufactured and Natural Gas, December (10 cents). 
15. Concrete Building Blocks and Ceient Pipe, December (10 cents). 
16. Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (io cents). 
17. Dealers' Report on Non-Ferrous Scrao Metal, November (10 cents). 
18. Ingot Makers' Report on Non-Ferrous Scrap Metal, and Secondary Non-Ferrous 

Inot, December (io cents). 
19. Civil Aviation, October (10 cents). 
20. Revenues, Expenses and Statistics of Railways, November (10 cents). 
21. Surnmry of Canal Traffic, 1946 (io cents). 
22. Exports of Canadian and Foreign Produce, Dee' ber, and Calendar Year, 

1946 (25 cents). 
239 Transit Report, October (10 cents). 
24. Coal and Coke Statistics, November (10 cents)0 
25.- Cold Storage Holdings of Meat and Lard, February 1 (10 cents). 
26.- 3ridge Building and Structural Steel Work Industry, 1945 (25 cents). 
27. Average Hours Worked and Average Hourly Earnings at Beginning of 

Deoember (io cents). 
28. Indexes of Wholesale Sales, Deoember (10 cent). 
29. Current Trends in Food Distribution December (' c' - ntc). 
30,- Transit Report, September (10 cents). 
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