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HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS ISSUE --- 

DEPARTMENT STORI SALES rose three per cent in February over the corresponding 
month last year and averaged nine per cent higher in the two months, January 
and February. 

CANADIAN LABOUR INJOIE in 1947  aniounted to p6,111 million, about 18 per cent in 
advance of the revised preliminary estimate of 5,195  million for 194 6. 

CPEAJY BUTTR STOCKS in nine Canadian cities as at the close of business on 
ç:wv.is cmpared with 6,348,703  pounds on iarch 19. 

10TOR V -1ICLh F1N,NING showed a furtner increase in February, the advance in 
used cars being more pronounced than in the case of new vehicles. 

SALES AND PURCHASES OF ShCIJRITILS between Canada and other countries both were 
slightly higher in January tilan in the preceding month. 

T.ELEPH0N. INSTALIA1IIONS increased. 9.5 per cent in 1946 to pass the two million 
mark at 2,026,118 coniared with 1,843,794  in  194 5. 

CANADIAN lABOUR INCO IN 19 4 7 	Total Canadian 1bour income in 1947, accord- 
ESTIMAThD 18 PLR CENT ABOVE, 1946 	ing to the first estimate by the Dominion 

Bureau of Statistics, amounted to 6,111 mill- 
ion, about 18 per cent higher than the revised preliminary estimate of t5,195 
million for 1946. Larger sums were paid out in wages and salaries in 1947  in all 
but the agriculture and fishing industries. For the month of December last, Can-
adian labour income is estimated at 541 million, which is 12 million lower than 
the estimated total for November - highest for any month in 1947 - but 74 million 
or 16 per cent higher than the figure for December, 19 4t. 

Employment and average earnings were higher ger rally in 1947  than in 19 4 6. 
The index of employment in nine leading inEastries averaged about nine per cent 
above 1946,  while average weekly earnings were about 11 per cent higher. lss 
working time was lost in strikes in 1947  and this factor also contributed to the 
higher totals of lebour income. The time loss in strikes, according to preliin--
mary figures compiled by the Department of Labour, was 2,030,000 days lss than 
in 1946  and 60,000 fewer workers were involved. 

Agriculturl emp1oyient was lower in 19 4 7 than in 1946,  and labour ince 
in tiiij industry is estimated to be about 4?21  million less than in the prtvious 
yeir. Payments of wages and salaries were also slightly lower in fishing. 
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ECONOMIC TRENDS IN FEBRUARY Wholesale prices moved downward dir ing February 

for the first time in more than a year, states the 
Canadian Stt1stica1 Review, new monthly publicstion of the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics, in its review of economic conditions in February. A further decline 
in government bond prices, c new international wheat agreement, anda slight 
1eo1ine in industrial activity partly as a result of power shortages were other 
nighlights of the month. 

The sharp break in United States commodity pxices durin early February was 
checked after a fall of about 10 per cent. A small but uncertain recovery foll-
owed until e further drop in early Iercb brought prices of 28 commodities to the 
lowest point in seven months. The February decline was reflected to a small 
extent in Canadian markets sad the index of industrial materials fell slightly 
more than two points in the four-week period ending February 27. In the same 
period the index for Ctriadi-en form product prices fell from 133.9 to  132.3. 

A further decline in the prices of Canadi.n Government bonds brought the 
yield on the longest dated issues to slightly less than three per cent per annum, 
the rate of interest at which Canadian Government bonds were issued during the 
war years. These declines followed a similar drop in government bond prices in 
the United States and the United Kingdom during the latter part of 1947. 

Though shortrges of electric power end natural gas in some areas placed a 
small check on the rate of industrial activity during the past two months, indus-
trial production has continued high. The irdex for January was 176, only a 
little below the lest quarter of 1947. Automobile production, affected by the 
shortage of gas, was down about 16 per cent from December. Steel out;ut, on the 
other hand, was slightly higher end production for the month was at about 87 per 
cent of reported capacity. Freight carloadthgs declined more than seasonally 
during February but recovered sharply during the last week of the month. Part 
of this rcovary 	aultd from the sittlement of the ca1 strike in Alberta and 
British Co1uribit, 

JANUJ-.RY 5hL.3 AND PURCHASES OF SECURITIES There was a sligit increase in sales 
BLTEEN CANLDA AND OTHER COUNTRIES 	and purchases of securities between 

Canada and other countries in January 
as compared with the precding month, according to figures released by the Domin-
ion Bureau of Statistics. Sales amounted to •1.5 million, an increase of a 
little more than 2 million, and purchases 19 million advanced somewhat less thn 
.1,O million. Net  purchases dropped from 4.1 million to 2.5 million. 

Transactions with the United States in January resulted in net purcilases of 
.2 million, representing a smaller outflow of capital than occurred in December but 
a larger one than recorded in any of the eight preceding months. Dominion bonds 
and Canadian stocks were the. major factors in the purchase balance. Trade with 
the United Kingdom resulted in net purchases of just over a half-million dollars, 
repurchases of Canadian stocks and municipal bonds continuing to be the dominant 
feature. Transactions with other countries were heavier than in any month since 
March last year, but purchases were almost exactly balanced by, .Lea, th set 
outward movement of funds amounting to only •..D.l srilli.ai. 

FLUID MILK SALES LO vM IN JANUARY Fluid sales of milk and cream in Canada in 
January amounted to 347.746.000 Dounds. a 

decrease of 10,530,030 pounds or three percent from the January 19 4 6 figure. 
Fluid milk sales totalled 290,611,000 pounds, while the cream sales, expressed as 
milk, reached a total of 57,135,000. Compared with the same month last year, milk 
sales declined more than five per cent, while cream sales increased 10 per cent, 
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3TOCKS OF OREA1RY BTJTTLR Stocks of creamery butter in nine Canadian cities as 
IN NINE CANADIAN CITIES 	at the close of business on Larco 25 totalled 5,033,- 

670 pounds as compared with 6,348,703 pounds on 
March 19, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Holdings were as foll- 
ows by cities, totals for March 19 being in brackets: Q,uebec, 241,785 (375,763) 
pounds; Montreal, 1,402,992 (1,784,913); Toronto, 731,612 (888,095); Vinnipeg, 
747,472 (1,148,b53); Regina, 96,596 (102,804); Saskatoon, 93,256 (62,971); Edmon-
ton, 3 00,393 (299,758); Calgary, 318,170 (383,964); Vancouver, 1,101,394  (1,301,-
782). 

DEPARTiNT STORE SA.ES UP 
'flDEE PR CENT IN FEBRUARY 

for the first two months of 
1935-39100, stod at 195.1 
ary last y'ur. 

Department store sales were three per cent higher 
in February than in the corresponding month last 
year, and had an average increase of nine per cit 
this year. Lnadjusted irdexes of sales, on the base 
for February, 192.2 for January and 189.3  for Febru- 

Gains in Quebec, Ontario and the Prairie Provires were about ona per with 
the average increase for the Dominion as a whole. The volume in British Columbia 
was up 10 per cent, while sales in the 1dritimes declined nine per cent. In- 
creases outnumbered decreases among the results for the various departments, but 
the increases were moderated somewhat from those recorded in recent months. 

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES 

March 25 	March 18 	February 26 

(1935-39100) 

INVESTORS' PRICE INDEX 

(100 Common Stocks) 	....... 103.4 99.8 102.1 
76 	Industrials 	.......... 98.0 93.9 96.2 
16 	Utilities 	............ 109.2 105.5 109.0 

8 	Banks 	................ 126.0 128.9 128.8 

LINING STOCK PRICE iNDEI 

(30 	Stocks) 	............... 80.7 83.1 84.6 
25 	Golds 	................ 68.2 68.8 74.5 

5 	Baoe 	Wet.1s 	........... 104.6 101.2 102.9 

FINANCING CI fiOTO, VEHIjLE SALES Motor vehicle firn acing in Canada recorded a 
FURTH}R I14CF<EA3D IN FEBRUARY 	further increase in February, the advance in 

used cars being more pronounced than in the 
case of now vehic1e. The sLis of 3,2J3 new vehicles were financed in February, 
showing an increase of 14 per cent over the some month last year, wii1e in the 
used oar class, 5,497 were financed, an increase of 69 per cent. 

The increase in the financing of new motor vehicles in February was somewhat 
smaller than those recorded for some time past. Passenger car financing, totall-
ing 1,313 vehicles in February this y -err and 1,644 a year ago, were up only 10 per 
cent. Trucks and buses recorded an increase of 20 per cent, a total of 1,393 for 
February this year comparing with 1,157. In the used vehicle field, the increase 
for passenger models at 78 per cent, was somewhat higher than that for commercial 
vchc1es which stood at 41 per cent. 



It 

• i 

iril 3, 19 4 8 	 D.B.S. WEEKLY BULLETIN 	 Page 4 

FACTORY SHIPL -INT6 OF ONDN-iDE Factory shipmtnts of Canedian-mde motor 
OTOR VEICLE L0R IN FB<URY 	vehicles in February were slightly below 

the reduced level of Janury, totalling 
16,382 units com;red with lo,715  in the latter month and 23,331 in February 
last year, according to the Dorniion. Bureau of Statistics. February shipments 
were ioer than in any zmnth last year except 4-ugust. Factory shipments during 
the two innths ended February aggregated 33,097 units compared with 39,031 in 
the corresponding month of 1947. 

February shipments consisted of 9,926  paosengtr cars end o,456 commercial 
vehicles. Of t,tle passenger models, 7,345 were shipped for sale in Canada and 
2,081 for export. Conuaercialvehicle shipments were made up of 5,137  for dom-
estic solo nd 1,319  for the export market. 

Imports of motor vehicles from the United States in February dropped to 41 
units as compared with 88 in Jnuery, 282 in December and 2,801 in February last 
year. 

EANIGS OF WAGE-ELRN F;JILLES IN SK.TcWAN During the five years frii 
WERL OVER ONE-ILLF HIGHER IN 1946 ThL.N 194 7 	1941 to  1946  the average fam- 

ily ea'nins of wage-earner 
families in Saskatchewan increased by 51.. percent, while the number of such 
families rose about 10 per cent, according to a preliminary bulletin on the 1946 
Prairie Census released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

There were 56,196 wage-eo'ner families in the province at the time of the 
19 46 Census, an increase of 5,151 over 1941  when the number was 51,045. Of the 
1946 total, 54,398 or about 97 per cent - about the same proportion as in 1941 - 
were wage-earner families with male heads. 

Average family earnings of wage-earner families - that is, families ith a 
Wage-!jrnEJr heed - during the yeai ended June 1, 19 4 6, as recorded in the 1946 
Census, w a 1,734.  This compres with average earnings of 41,145 five years 
er1ier, as recorded in the 19 41 Census. E:rnings in the Census include only 
cash c rnins from wage or salaries employment and do not include earnings in 
kind or fro.i ny "own account" occupation oarri€d on in any part of the Census 
year. Family earnings include earnings of the head and other wage-earning mem-
bers of his private family only and not .the earnings of any raltives or others 
who may be port of the household. 

Wage--earner families living in rural areas averaged •1,157 in 1946, while 
in urban cress their average was l,863. In 1941  the correspcnding figures were 
612 and 41,312 respectively. Showing a consierab1e increase over 1941,  evrage 
family earnings in Regina were 2,156 as compared with 1,562; Sacatoon, 2,022 
as against 1,502; Moose Jaw, 1,983 (1, 489); North Battleford, 1,808 (1,328); 
Prince i.dbert, 1,836 (1,328); Swift Current, 1,798 (1,183); 1eyburn, .1,830  
(l,166); end Yorkton, ,1,703 (1,247). Urban centres havinga population of 
1 9 000 to 5,OJu at the 1946 Census showed average family enings of 41,769 as 
compared with V1,204 in 1941  and centres with a population under 1,000 an average 
of 1,477 as against .989. 

A tabulation of family earnings in families aith wage-earner heads, at the 
19 46 Census, showed that aggregate earnings of all wage-earning members of the 
family was less than 950 in approximately 18 per cent of these families, less 
than 1,950 in appraxirnately 63 per cent, and below 2,950 in about 83 per cent. 

S 
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PFODUCTION OF SILVER, 1D Output of primary silver during January amounted to 
ND ZINC IN J11N1J-RY 	859,901 fine ounces as compared with 921,136 in the 

rrev1ous month and 767,654 in January 1947.  Exports 
of refined silver amounted to 523,748  fine ounces, end in ores and concentrates, 
104 1 070. Lead production in January amounted to 11,068 tons compared with 10,943 
tons in December and 12,576 tons in January 1947. 	Exports of leAL in pigs 
totalled 9,955 tons and lead in ore, 104 tons. Production of primary zinc 
amounted to 1'7,166 tons against 19, 4 28 tons in the preceding month and 0531 
tons in the corresponding month last year. Exports of zinc ot.elter totalled 
8,184 tons and ZlnC in ore, 2,578  tons. 

1t0hL TELriE CJ.Tz i_c U3E IN C.-NA 	The year 194 6 wus ono of unprecedented activ- 
ity in the telephone industry and demand for 

new instElloticas and service exceeded the peak levels experienced during the 
war years. The number of telephones increased by 177,324  or 9.5 per cent to 
peas the two million mark at 2,026,118 compared with 1,848,794  in  1943.  The 
increase during 1945  had been 96,371.  The number of business telephones re by 
54,285, rasidenco telephones by 96,05, rural by 25,646 and public pay stations 
by 696. 

The estimated number of completed calls for all systems increased from 3,210,-
280,000 in 1945 to 3,559,005,28 4  or by nearly 10.9 per cent. The number of long 
distance calls during the year reached 74,757,284, an increase of nearly 10 mill-
ion or 15.4  per cent over 1945  when service was still restricted, and compares 
with only 31,611,439 in 1939.  Calls from Canada to the United States and Alaska 
rose from 1,615,989 in 1945  to 2,435,173 while conversations with the United 
KKqd m :r1 Eir- oor, than daublod fran the ;.recding year. 

REPORTS ISStJLD DUi ING TffEEK 

kge-Earner Family varrinis, Rural nd Urban, and Urban Centres of 1,000 
Populetion and Over, Saskatchewan, 1946  (10 cents). 

Sales and Purchases of Securities Between Canada and other Countries, 
January, 1948  (10 cents). 

Canadian Labour Income, January 1946 to December 1947 (10 cents). 
Geographical Distribution of the Manufacturing Industries of Canada, 

1945 (25 cents). 
Population of Townships and Urban Centres, Alberta, 1?4b  (io cents). 
i.rtificia1 Abrasives Industry, 1946  (10 cents). 
Canadian Statistical Review, February (35 cents). 
Farm Operators Classified by Age Group, Alberta, 1946 (io cents). 
Housing Bulletin No. 1, Dwelling Units Uncompleted at December 31, 147 

(25 cents). 
Fluid Milk Trade, January (10 cents). 
Motor Vehicle Shipments, February (io cents). 
Carriages, Sleighs nnd Vehicle Supplies, 1946  (10 cents). 
Coffins and Caskets, 1946  (10 cents). 
Telephone Statistics, 1946  (25 cents). 
Silver, Lead and Zinc Production, January 10 cents). 
Finacing of Motor Vehicle Sales, February 113 cents). 
Department Store Sales, February (10 cents). 
Prices and Price Indexes, February (lo cents). 
Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents). 

Copies of these and other Bureau reports may be obtained wn pplicrti n to 
the Dominior1 Statistician, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. 
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