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--- HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS ISSUE ---

INDUSTRIAL EMrILOYHENT at the first of Harch was 4.2 per cent iligher than a year
agzo, but slightly lower thun on T&bruary 1.

CANADA'S SPFICIAL RECERVES OF GOLD snd United States dollars fell $743 million
in 1947, dropping to $502 million at the end of the year from 1,245 million
at the cnd of 1946.

L] . »

CANADA'S M:RCHANDISE EXPORT TRADE in idarch was valued et $228,400,000, about
nine per cent above both the February figure and the March 1947 total,

. * -

DOLESTIC DISAPPE/RANCE OF TOTAL BUTTER in March was 28,000,000 pounds as com-
pared with 274 million in the same month last yeer,

. -

FARIM INCOME from the sale of dairy products in February is estimated at $19,593, -
000 as compared with 315,494,000 & year ego.

TOTAL OUTPUT OF MEATS from cattle, hozgs, sheep end lambs ip 1947 is estimated
at 2,220 million pounds, & decrease of 129 million from 1946,

COAL YRODUCTION showed a sharp upswing in March, rising 67 per cent to 1,629,000
tons os comprred with 977,000 in the same month lest year.

CREALRRY BUITER STOCKS in nine cities of Czneda on April 16 smounted to 2,334,-
700 pounds coipsresd with 2,882,900 on April 9.

.

WHOLESALE SALES during February were 3.5 per cent higher in dollar volume than
in February last yeer.

STOCLS OF C.ddaDILIN WHEAT in store or in transit in North America at midnight on
April 8 totzlled 87,146,900 bushels compared with 88,103,500 cn April 1 and
102,833,300 & ysar ago.

CAR LOALDINGS ON CalNuDIAN RLIIWLYS for the wesk ending April 10 resched a new
high for the ysar et 77,851 cars ns compared with 74,459 in the preceding week
and 71,312 list yaae.
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MERCHANDISE EXPORTS UP NINE FER CENT IN Can=da's merchandise export trade in
MaRCH; 12.5 PhR CENT IN FIRST QUARTER March was valued =t $228,400,000,
approximately nine per cent above both
the February figure of {208,300,000, and the March 1947 totsl of $209,000,000,
according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. With bigher figures registered
for each month of the¢ year, the aggregate for the first quarter advanced to $672,-
000,000 from 597,100,000 in the like period of 1947, or by 12.5 per cent.

Exports to the United States continued the marked expansion of recent months,
amounting to $112,519,000 as compared with $83,098,000 in March last year, a
gain of 35 per cent; the rise in February was 37 per cent, and in Jan ary, 32 per
cent. Total for the first quarter was $312,3%33,000 as compared with $231,947,000
in the similar period of 1947, an increase of 34.&t per cent.

Exports to the United Kingdom showed a further advance in liarch, being
valued at $59,182,000 as compared with $47,558,000 in the corresponding month
last year, an increase of 24 per cent; the advence in February was 15 per cent.
During tne first quarter, shipments to the United Kingdom were valued st $175,-
790,000 compared witn $142,894,000 in the seme period of 1947, an increase of
23 per cent, )

Shipments to European countries in March fell off to an aggregate value of
$19,949,000 as ageinst $30,528,000 in March last year, while those to Latin
Americen countries declined slightly to $8,755,000 compared with $9,261,000.

Domestic exports to the 12 leading countrics after the United States and
the United Kingdom in Merch this ysar end last were as follows, totals being in
thousands of dollars:

March 1948 Merch 1947
Nather LANAdS) & i Rt -t &hve $4,744 $5,108
Union of South Africs ..... Wy 7,612
Chipa s . N. bk VPR, | - 3,419 3,680
Balgium " ji S0 4 USRS 1 1 L0 3,095 1,402
NewZounil 1amil" A1 RESRRT | L4 5,035 2,837
Prance ™ 4. UL LI ol I 2,880 6,555
Austrailta 4. ML TR . #, 5% 4,181
TEaLlY o co ab o of RNk e o o o0 8.599 5,523
Joma 18R 4.a50 .0 ol Aoy 0 1,524 72%
Czechoslovekia ....inneses . 1,043 1,058
Switzerlend ....... s 7 1,499 245
Brazil ... 5. nn o SRy i 1,454 2,058
The month's trend in exports was mixed among the nine main commoduty groups.

Wood, wood products and peper rose from $68,900,000 in March last year to $78,-
100,000, animals and animal products from $25,100,000 to $32,390,000, non-ferrous
metels from $23,400,000 to $29,900,000, iron end iron products from §20,800,000
to $21,200,000, and non-metallic minerels from $5,400,000 to $6,400,000. The
agricultural group was unchanged at $45,300,000, while the fibres and textile
group was down from $3,100,000 to $3,000,000, chemicals from $7,400,000 to
$6,200,000, and the miscellaneous group from $9,600,000 to $6,000,
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Following are the leadinz commodities, with values for March 1ast year,
figures in thousands:

March 1948 March 1947
WHEE .id ot b g B 5 i LBl o e o ORGS0 $13,103
[/ 0 A Tt R e s S L O S99 5 15,095
Fish and risilEils produets - Ji..4! 5,606 7,109
Bacuh and e, k. o 2 Vol o 10,348 4,395
Eggs, shell and processed ....... 4,336 3,164
Planks and boards ........ > B 16, 550 17,733
Unmanufectured wood, other ,..... 0,411 6,701
Wood ‘pildp " § { dated 00 e s R R s 18,074 14,193
Newsprint ...... ¥R T T 25,032
Farm implements and machinery ... 6,188 3,493
Machinery, except farm .......... 4,050 2,638
FRNLY 5T N TG . e 7,154 54855
Copper dnd Pebduptly .. ... ety 5,726 3,619
Wicked . s el - < 7 1o 751 5,099

WHOLESALE SALES IN FEBRUARY Wholeszle sales during February were 3,5 per cent
MODERATELY ABOVE LAST YEZAR higher in dollar volume than in February last year,
showing a slightly higher gain than recorded in
January, but were two per cent below the latter momth, The Bureau's general

unad justed index, on the base 1935-39 equels 100, stood at 239.5 for the month as
compared with 231.4 for February, 1947, and 244,6 for January this year.

Quebec and British Columbia, with gains of 11 and 10.5 per cent respectively,
were the only provinces to show substsntial increases. There were slight gains
of ons per cent in Ontario and the Maritime Provinces, while in the Prairie
Provinces dollar volume dropped 1.5 per cent below February, 19417.

Among the different trades, larsest increases in dollar sales over January
last yeor were recorded by dry goods and drugs, which were 17 and 14 per cent
higher respectively as compsred with gains of 14 and 11 per cent in Jenuary. Sales
of tobacco and confectionery wholesalers were nine per cent above the volume for
Februsry last year, znd those of hsrdware wholcsalers scven per cent hizher.
Wholesale grocers' seles were prectically unchanged.

As in January, sales of four of the ninc trades were lower in February than
a year esrlier, Footwesr wholecselers, with a drop of 10 per cent, sand fruit end
vegetable dealers, with sales down seven per csnt, hed the largest percentage
decreases. Wholesale clothing sales declined five per cent, while those of the
automotive equipment trade were cne per cent lower =3 compered with a decline
of seven per cent in January.

Stocks held by wholsszlers at the emd of February were velued 17 per cent
higher thun et the same dste in 1947. All trades, except fruits and vegetsbles
and drugs, reported s smaller increase over last yesr than recorded in January,
when the overall gain was 19 per cent., Increascs were reported as follows: dry
goods, 35 per cent; automotive equipment, 31; clothing, 29; hardwere, 22; footwear,
22; tobacco and confectionery, 1l6; drugs, eight; and groceries,  four per.cent.
Fruit end vegeta le dealers stocks were four per cent lower.,



April 24, 1948 D.B.5. WEEKLY BULL=TIN Page 4

STOCKS OF CANADIAN GRAIN ON MARCH 31  Totazl stocks of Canadisn whent in all

North Lmericsn positions on March 31 were
209.0 million bushels, of which 2.4 million bushels were held in the United States.
On March 31, 1947 Csnadian whest stocks totelled 246 million bushels, including
0.2 million held in the United Stetes. Stocks of Canadian wheat at March 31 this
year were thus 36.4 million bushels or 14.8 per cent below the level of a year 2go.

Nearly threc-quartsrs of Cenada's totel whest stocks were held on ferms
and in country elevators, 116 million bushels or 55.3 psr cent of the totzl being
accounted for by farm-held wheat, while 39,5 million or 18.8 per cent were stored
in country and private terminal elevators, A year ago there were an estimated
133.2 million bushels on farms and 65.3 million bushels in country and private
terminal elevators, Lakehead stocks stood at 16.9 million bushels on March 31 in
both 1947 end 1948, Despite the lower overall stock position this year, supplies
of wheat in forward positions {Eastern Elevators and Pacific Coast) at approx-
imately 19 million bushels on Msrch 31 were up some 18 per cent over the stock
level in the corresponding positions at iarch 31, 1947. The improved forward
stock position is solely a result of higher stocks at the west coast terminals,
stocks in Hastern elsvators at .11.8 million bushels being down more then a million
bushels from last year's level.

Farm stocks of wheat in the Prairie Provinces accoanted for 112 million
bushels of the total Canadian farm stocks of 116 million bushels., The quantity
of wheot on ferms in Manitoba is estimsted =2t 13 million bushels; in Saskatchewan
at 66 million and in Alberts et 33 million bushels. From these stocks will be
teken seed for the 1948 crop ¢nd such amounts as may be required for live stoek
and poultry feed during the remsining third of the crop year, leaving the balance
to be divided between deliveries and July 31 carry-over stocks of sufficient mag-
nitude to mecet farm requirements until new grain is available,

The estimsted quantitiess of wheat used for feed in the province in which it
wes produced during the 1947-48 crop year sre well below the compsreble estimates
for the last crop year. It is estimated thet 33.7 million bushels of wheat will
have been fed by the end of the current crop year as compered with 40,8 millions
for the last crop year. These estimates of wheet used for feed exclude western
feed wheat which hos moved under the Freight Assistancé Poliey to the eastern
provinces and to British Columbi=z.

The total stocks of Csnedian oats on Merch 31 were 135 .5 million bushels of
waich 112,2 millions were in farmers' hands. Only 6,445 bushels of the total
Canadizan oat stocks were located in United Stotes positions. On larch 31, 1947
stocks of Csnedian oats amounted to 184.2 million bushel s, with 154.9 millions
held on farms. Barley stocks in all positions this year totelled 72.9 million
bushels in ell positions, Of this quantity 46.8 million bushels werc on farms.
Lest year at March 31 berley stocks totelled 76.9 million bushels with 53 million
bushels held on farms., Stocks of rye zt March 31 were estimated st 2.2 million
bushels, of which 1.7 million bushels were still on farms. Totel stocks of flax-
seed amounted to 8.5 million bushels with ferm stocks accounting for 2.6 million
bushels. Commercial stocks of flaxseed at March 31 this year werc epproximately
six million bushels as compared with about two million bushels on the same date
last ysar. :

STOCKS AND MARKKETINGS OF Stocks of Cenadian whest in store or in transit in
WHEAT +ND COARSE GRaALINS North Americ: zt midnight on April 8 totalled 87,146,-
3385 bushels, made up of 84,765,028 bushels in Ceznzdian
positions =nd 2,381,357 bushels in United Stetes positions. Totel for the previous
week amounted to 88,103,478 bushcls, and for the corresponding date last year
102,833,283 bushsls,
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The following guantities of wheat and coarse grains were delivered from
farms in western Canada, during the week ended April 8, totals for the preceding
week being in brackets: wheat, 732,709 bushels (834,846); oets, 381,247 (431,150} ;
barley, 201,315 (206,273); rye, 14,332 (13,407); and flaxseed, 18,314 (23,918).

DOMESTIC DISAPPEARANCE AND  The domestic disappearsuce of total butter in iarch
SUPPLY OF BUTUxR IN MARCH ° was 28 million pounds as compared with 272 million

in the corresponding month last year, according to
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. In pounds per capita, the March disappearance
was 2,18 pounds in comparison with 2.0l in Februsry and 2.17 pounds in the same
month last year,

The total supply of butter -- creamery, dairy and whey -- represented by
stocks at the beginning plus ilarch production, amounted to approximately 36%
million pounds, a decline of 63 million when compsred with March last year . This
situation srises from a decline in the current make and smaller stock reserves.

Creamery butter production in Merch reached a2 total of 11 million pounds,
being 856 thonsand pounds below the quantity produced in the corresponding month
last year., The dairy butter make was approximately six million painds, while
whey butter fell to 31 thousand pounds. The creamery butter and whey butter make
declined, while dairy butter production showed a nine per cent increase over
that of March, 1947.

FARW INCOME IN FEBRUARY Farm income froa the sile of dairy products in Februsry
is estimated at $17,593,000 as compared with $15,494,-
000 in the corresponding month last year. Higher prices per unit were largely
rosponsible for this advance, the weighted overzge being $3.18 per hundred pounds
of milk es compsred with $2.53 in Februsry, 1947. The upward movement in prices
applied to 211 products.

CREAMERY BUTTER STOCKS Stocks of crezmery butter in nine cities of Canada as

IN NINE CaNADIAN CITIES et the close of business on April lo smounted to 2,334, -
693 pounds as ¢ ompared with 2,882,937 on April 9,
according to figures releascd by the Dominion Buresu of Statistics, Holdings

were as follows by cities, totels for April 9 being in brackets: Quebee, 37,874
(56,142) pounds; Montresl, 520,440 (660,812); Toronto, 396,566 (496,653); Winni-
peg, 391,300 (411,413); Regina, 62,333 (75,305); Ssskotoon, 70,200 (78,582): md-
monton, 165,444 (195,916); Calgary, 112,455 (136,663); Vancouver, 578,075 (771,451).

SALES OF RETAIL FOOD CHAINS  With sxtensive gesins recorded in gll parts of
SHARPLY HIGHER IN FEBRULRY Canada, sales of 935 chein store units in the food
reteiling field were 43 per cent higher in Februsry
than sales of 929 stores opcrated by the same firms in Febrwry last year. In-
creases by regions were: Maritime Provinces, 36 per cent; ‘uebec, 37; Ontario, il
Prairie Provinces, 26; British Columbia, 38 per cent. Average sales per store
wore $27,498 in February this year as compared with $19,359 in February last yeor.

Szles of independent food stores during Febrwery, on the basis of the sample
of 1,121 stores across the country reporting to the Dominion Bure=u of Statistics,
were = moderate 2,8 per cent higher in Febrwry then a year earlisr. Sales in
gastern Canada increesed from 3.5 per cent for the Meritime Provinces to 5.5 per
cent for Ontario, while decreases were reported for cach of the Preirie Frovinces.
Sales volume was unchenged for British Columbia,
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CGUTPUT AND CONSUMPTION Totel output of meats from cettle, hogs and sheep and

CF MEATS IN 1947 lambs slaughtered in Cenads during 1947 is estimated at
2,220 million pounds, a decrease of 129 million pounds,

or 5.5 per cent, from the revised estimste of the 1946 output, but 2lmost 50 per

cent above the 1935-39 aversge of 1,481 million pounds. The 1947 output of each

kind of meat wsos below thet of 1946. Declines were 8.6 per cent for beef, 4,2 per

cent for veal, 5.6 per cent for mutton and lamb and 2.2 per cent for pork.

Total consumption of meat per cepita during 1947 was 146 pounds, Whereas this
total is the same zs that for 1946 there were slight increases in the per copita
consumption of beef end pork, a decreasec in veal and no change in mutton and lamb,

Stocks of mett in cold storage at the first of January 1948 smounted to 116.5
million pounds as compared with 799 million pounds at the beginning of 1947.
These stocks arec the largest sinee the exceptionally large holdings of 135.9
million pounds at the first of January 1944 and are quite substzntial in compar -
ison with the 1935-39 average of 66.8 million pounds,

Exports of live-stock meats, other than horse meat, totalled 417 million
pounds in 1947, a decline of 34,2 per cent from 1946 exports. The 1947 exports
were only about 46 per cent of the peck exports of 894 millim pounds in 1944
but about 2 1/6 times the pre-war level of 193 million pounds.

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

April 15, 1948 April 8, 1 48 March 18, 1948

-(1335-39=100)
Investors!' Price Index

(100 Cowmmon Stocks) ..., 108.8 107.6 99.8
76 .Industrials Ml ok 103.6 o2, 2 93.9
L6 UMl sl ol lo% Ja oy 1 AN 114.,2 105.5
8 Bediles )t . L0RRTN 128.9 128.9 128.9

Minirg Stock Frice Index
{30 Staoks) ~ .o, 0R 3 80.9 80.4 80.1
28" Golldiss ~ . . /% oy 5 L. 5 65.9 68 .8
5 Base Metels ,....... TR0 108.6 101.2

CAR LOADINGS ON CANADIAN RAILWAYS  Car loadings on Canadian reilways for the

week ended April 10 reached a new high for
the year at 177,851 cars as compared with 74,459 cars for the previous week end
71,312 cars for the corresponding week last year. Grain losdings Jdeclined from
8,087 cars in 1947 to 5,117 cers and grein products from 5+312 to 3,052 cars,
but practically all other comnolity groups .showed imereases,

Cool increased from 3,4%6 cavs in 1947, when loadings in the eastern divi-
sion were depressed by strikes, to 6,212 cers; ores from 1,901 to 2,370 cars;
sand, stone and gravel from 3,512 to 3,795 cers; other mine products from il iz
to 1,785 cars; pulpwood from 2,348 to 4,247 cers; lumber from 2,862 to 3,710
cars; implemcnts, tractors, machinery from 695 to 1,022 cars; and 1l.c.l. mer-
chandise from 19,083 to 19,867 cars.
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CANADIAN BALANCE OF Canada's official reserves of gold and United States

INTERNATIONAL PAYMENTS dollars fell by §743% million in 1947, dropping to $502

miliion at the end of the year from $1,245 million at
the end of 1946, according to the preliminary statement on the Canadian balance
of internstional payments released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

The large loss in official reserves was due chiefly to the combination of a
greatly enlarged current deficit with the United States and.the large amount of
exports to the United Kingdom znd other overseas countries financed by Canzdian
Government loans and export credits. bxcluding contributions of official relief,
of $38 million, Canada's surplus of credits on current account with all countries
was $47 million, But no c.nvcrtible exchange wus received from overseas cxXports
financed by =xport credits amounting to §563 miitlion.” In addition, there were net
outflows of capital of 4154 million, mainly for redemption of Cenadian sscurities
owned abroad, and the gold subscriptions of 74 million by Cenaia to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.

Principal changes in 1947, as compared with 1946 when the loss of official
reserves was much smallsr, were a sherp reduction in the current sccount surplus
with 211 countries to P47 from $357 million in 1946 and 2 widening of the gaps
in the accounts both with the United Ststes ond with oversens countries. The
amoant of disequilibrium in Canedn's account with the United Stetes was greater
than ever before, while the credit balances in the accounts with overseas coun-
tries were exceeded only by the belances in certain wartime yeers, Specifically,
the current defi~it with the United States increased from $613 million in 1946
to +1,138 million last year. At the same time, the ocurrent surplus with oversess
countries rose from $970 million to $1,185, of which $563 million were finsnced,
85 alresdy steted, by locns and export credits as compared with 4750 in 1946,

The reduction in Canada's current surplus with all countries in 1947, the
report states, resulted from the relatively small growth of about 11 per cent in
current receipts as compared with the more substantizl growth of about 25 per cent
in current expendituves abroad. The growth in imports was of basic importance
in the latter increase, While higher prices both for exports and imports account
for some of the incruased value of comumodity trade, t here was an appreciable
growth also in the volume of CQanzdo's imports, which wes widely distributed as to
typss of commodities, This growth was affected by improving supplies of comm-
odities in the United States us well as by heavy Canadian demands for imports
arising from the record levels of Censdian consumption end private investmenc,

On the other hend, the aggregate value of Canadian exports d oes not appear to
have bezsn greétly different from 1946, although the composition showed some
changes. Further, the total vslue of eXports in 1947 was affected by contracts
with the United Kinzdom, which in some instances were st prices less than those
prevailing elsewhere during the year.,

SALES AND PURCHASES OF SuCURITIES BETWEEN The incresse in volume in international

CAE/ADA AND (THEL CCUPLRIES 5 FiRaULRY gales snd purchases of securities
which was evident in December and

Jenuary did not continue intoc Februsry. Total transsctions in Februory were

20 por cent less than in Jenuary and were equivalent to an everage month in the

latter part of 1947. Sszles aaid purcheses each decreased by the same smount, $3.5

million, with the result thet the purchase belence in Febrpary of $2.5 million

wies the some as in Jenuary.
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During the first two sonths of 1943 net purchases fram =11 countries totslled
$5 million, The corresponding period in 1947 produced a sales balance of $3.2
million, but that was contrary to the gsneral trend of the year which resulted in
8 net outwsrd movement of 18 million. Transactions in Jznuery end February
followed = common pcttern in which repurchases of Dominion beonds and Canadian
stocks were prominent featurecs.

S58les to the United States in Februery declined more than purchases, result-
ing in a lerger cutflow of cspital to that country than in Janmry. The purchass
balance with the United States of 2.7 million in February was due principelly
to repurchases of Dominion bonds and Cansdian stocks.,

In trade with the United Kingdom, net seles of United Kinzdom stocks prac-
tically bslanced net purchases of Canadien bonds, resulting in a purchase balonce
of less then $0.1 million. Transactions with other countries were somewhat
lighter then in Junuery, and a purchase bzlznce of $0.1 millicn in that month was
replaced by o soles belance of (0.2 million in Februsry.

INDUSTRIAL ZMPLOYMUNT .ND PAYROLLS Industrial employment at the first of March
was 4.8 per cent higher than a year ago,
but slightly lower then at February 1, zccording to preliminary figures released
ty the Dominion Buresu of Statistics. The advance index number of employment in
the eight leading industrisl divisions, on the base 192b=100, was the highest on
record for the first of liarch, standing at 139.0 compured with 139.3 for Febru-
ary 1 and 180.4 for March 1, 1947. The advance figure of weekly esrnings wes
$39.44, also » new sll-time high, comper ing with $36.83 at February 1 cnd $35.61
gt~ March 1, 1947,

Provinoially,. the outstanding change st March 1, 1943, as compored with a
month ezrlier wes the increase in Albertz, lergely resulting from the re-employ-
ment of coal miners following the settlement of the dispute which hed greatly
affected the citustion et Februsry 1. Improvemsnt was also indiceted in Onterio,
and there was 2 slight gain in Prince Edward Island, The trend in the remaining
provinces was downward; this was due in part to sessonel curteilment in construc-
tion and certain other industries, but there were.alss declines .in logging.

In Now Brunswick, Quebec, Onterio, Seskatchewsn end Alberts, the preliminary
tabulations indicate higher disbursements in sslaries =2nd wages by leading
employers in the msjor industriol groups, while in Prince Edward Island, Nova
Scotia, Menitoba nnd Britisk Columbia, the reported peyralls were rather lower
than at February 1. The overage weekly earnings in «ll provinces except Prince
Edwerd Island, however, showed increcses,

Standing st 232.5, the advance indox of employment in manufecturing wes 0,9
per cent higher thzn et February 1, =nd exceeded by 4.1 per cent the Merch 1, 1947,
index. In the month, the index of weekly payrolls rose by three per cent. The
latest index was also nigher by 17.1 per cent thenct Merch 1 of last year, - The
saleries end wages reported by lesding manufecturers averaged $40.19 per employve
at the beginning of Mzrch, the higkest on record; & month @srlier, the per capita
Tigure was ,39.38, snd that at Mareh 1, 1947, ;35.81.
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RAaILwhY CPERATING eXFrNSES IN 1947 The yeer 1947 was a record-bresking yezr for
AT PEAK, REVENUES S:COND HIGHEST steam railway operetions in Censde, sceord-
ing to swmmary figures on reilw:y operating
revenues, expenses cnd other stotisties released by the Dominion Bureau of Stat-
isties. Total opereting expenses - the aggregte for =11 railways, including
the smeller railways as well as the Cansdisn Nation=l and Censdisu Pacific
Railways - reeoched the highest figure in Consdian railway history; cpereting
revenues were the second highest on record, being cxceeded only in the pesk wer
year 1944; volume of freight carried was the largest for any peacetime year; snd
the total payroll rose to en all-time high.

Reversing the downwzsrd trend of the two preceding years, operating revenues
of all reilweys in 1947 amounted to 776,520,384, an incresse of $65,134, 185 or
7.2 per cont over the 1946 aggregete of 711,386,199, The year's total compares
with (796,636,786 in 1944, Freight revenues totalled $602,022,383, a new all-
time high, and 14 per cent above the 1946 figure of 527,043,096, Express revenue
rose $2,452,727 to $29,934,515, and mail revenue was up $189,223 to 38,694,345,
while passenger revenues declined about 12 per cent from §$99,474,928 to $87,128, -
485,

Total operating expenses for the year rose sharply to $683,045,372 from
+618,880,518 for 1946, Trsnsportation expenses were $42,152,536 or 14 per cent
higher at ¢343,928,456; maintenance of equipment outlay inerensed by six per cent
to $144,345,093, and maintenance of way and structures expenses werc 9.4 per
cent heavier at 132,304,531,

In the income sccount, hire of equipment, principally for freight cars from
the United States lines, showed a debit of $13,165,331 compared with $8,733,824
in 1946, ond total operzting income declined to v52,723,507 from $58,107,279 the
previous ycar. This figure compares witn ¢113,111,506 in 1944, when operating
revenues zpproached compersbility, indieating that operating expenses hsve in-
creased more rapidly than revenues.

Tons of freignt carried in 1946 totalled 169,174,660 tons, an increase of
9.2 per cont over 1946, while freight trein mileege rose about six per cent.
Totel revenue pussengers carried was 38,122,771 as agzinst 40,487,660 the pre-
ceding year, the average numbsr of passengers per train mile dropping from 102
to 83, excluding commuters.,

Ratio of operating expenses to revenue increesed to nearly 88 per cent from
87 per cent. Total peyroll reached an all-time high at $409,244,118 for 173,078
employees on Crnndien lines compered with 377,770,198 for 168,914 employees
in 1946,

RAIIWAY REVENUE FREIGHT LO:ADINGS Loadings of railway revenue freight during

loreh totalled 332,000 cars as commred with
286,000 in February and 306,000 cars in llarch last year. Aggregate for the thres
months ending March was 935,000 cars as ageinst 878,000 in the first quarter of
1947,

Estimated tonnage of freight loaded during the month rose to 9,311,000 tons,
compared with 7,232,000 in February =nd 8,451,000 tons in March, 1947, Aggregate
for the first quarter of this yesr also advanced to 25,055,000 tons eompared with
23,175,000 tons last year.
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COAL PRODUCTION UP  Coal production showed a sharp upswing in Msrch, rising
SHARPLY IN MARCH 67 per cent to 1,629,000 tons as compared with March lust
year when 977,000 tons were produced, according to prelim-
inary figures released by the Dominion Bureau of 3tatistics. Operations were
resumed at most of the mines in Alberta during March, but the strike continued
gt a number of mines in Edmonton district and also at the mines of Canazdian
Collieries Limited in British Columbia. During March last yesr mines in Nova
Scotie and New Brunswick were idle due to strikes. Total output for the first
quarter of this year was 4,155,000 tons compared with 3,814,000 in the like
peedod of 19479,

Imports of coal into Canada during March amounted to 1,205,400 tons compared
with 1,205,900 in the corresponding month last yesr, bringing the three-month total
to 3,408,500 tons as compered with 3,731,700 in the corresponding period of 1947,

PRODUCTION OF LEATHER FOOTWEAR  Production of lesther footwear in February emounted
to 2,705,800 pairs compered with 2,451,000 in

the preceding month end 3,299,500 in the corresponding month last yesr, according

to the Dominion Buresu of Statistics, During the first two months of this year
5,156,800 psirs were produced compered with 6,431,700 in the similar period of 1947.

PRODUCTION AND DOME3STIC SALES Production and domestic szles of rigid insuleting
OF RIGID INSULATING BOARD board both were higher in February than in the
corresponding month l:st yeonr, the former advanc-
ing from 15,075,000 square feet to 17,838,400 squerec feet, =nd domestic sales
from 11,613,000 square feet to 14,797,100,

SALES OF PLINTS, VARNISHES  Szles of pzints, vornishes snd lsmcquers by manufec-

4ND LACQUERS IN FEBRUARY turers which normally account for 96 per cent of the
totel Cenadizn production amounted to 47,345,900 in

Februery compared with $6,538,400 in Jenusry and $5,378,800 in the same month

last yeer. Trade sules -- exclusive of water peints -- s2ccounted for 51 pERTCEnt,

of the February total, industriel ssles for 29 per cent, woter paints for two

per cont, and unclassified sales for 18 per cent.

PRODUCTICN OF NiLILS IN FsBRUARY Production of wire nails in Februsry emounted
to 5,670 tons compared with 6,854 in the pre-
ceding month and 6,015 in the corresponding month last year, according to the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Tonnage shipped during the month amounted to
6,408 ns against 7,211 in Januery and 5,523 in February, 1947.

LUMBER INDUSTRY OF ONTARIO Gross valus of products turned out by the lumber

industry of Ontario in 1946 wes 41,526,400, up
almost 40 per cent over the precsding year's figure of $29,705,900, sccording to
preliminary totals by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The cost of meterisls
usad rose from (16,930,900 in 1945 to ©22,196,300, end the net value of products
from ;21,546,600 to §19,027,800,

Production of all speciss of sawn lumber in 1946 totalled 673,400 M feet
board mensure comparcd with 522,500 in 1945. There were 1,605,700 sswn ties pro-
duced compared with 1,594,700, pulpwood, cut-up end barked, 79,200 cords (65,800
in 1945), 14,600 M feet board measure of box shooks (11,900), end 7,300 squeres
of shingles (8,800).
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PRODUCTICON OF WIRE Production in Canada of steel wire fencing amounted to 2,000

FENC ING IN FLBRUARY tons in February as compared with 2,400 tons in the pre-
ceding month and 2,400 tons in February 1947, and included

1,900 tons of fzrm fencing, 91 tons of lewn fencing and 49 tons of chain link

fabric, During the two months, Jonuary snd Februery, 4,430 tons were produced

28 against 4,700 tons in the 1like periosd of 1947,

HOUSEHOLDS AllD FAMILIES IN There were 205,270 households in Saskatchewan
SASKATCHEWAN AT THE 1946 CENSUS on June 1, 1940, of which 122,784 were in rural
areas and 82,486 in urban areas, sccordinz to
revissd figures of the 1946 Cunsus of the Prairie Provinces,

Family houscholds, i.e., those in which the heal of the household is slso
heed of a femily, numbered 173,190 or 84.4 per cent of the total households in
1946, Of the totel family households, 123,646 or 71,4 per cent were living in
owner-occupied dwellings. This proportion was higher in rursl zreas where 81,450
or 78.7 per cent of the family households were living in owner-occupied dwellings.

There were 14,388 houscholds with lodeers or seven per cent of the total
households in 1946, as compared with 12,102 in 1941, or 5.6 per cent of the total.
The number of houscholds with lodgers in urbzsncentres was 10,302 or 71.6 per
cent of the totol number of households with lodgers, ond the number of househclds
with two or more families 11,005 or 5.4 per cent of the total households,

The sverage size of family in Sesketchewsn st the 1946 Census was 3.9 persons,
Of the 188,610 families, 52,213 or 27.7 per eent were composed of two persons,
44,682 or 23,7 per cent of three persons, 73,655 or 39 per cent had from four to
9ix persons in the family, 14,641 or 7.8 per cent had from seven to nine persons
and 3,417 or 1.8 per cent had 10 persons or more in the family.

COMIREHENSIVE STATISTICAL STUDY From time to time the Dominion Bureau of Stat-
OF THE M.RITIME PROVINCES istics receives requests for comprehensive

statistical detz illustreting the course of
levelopment of different regions of Canada, perticularly those consisting of con-
tiguous provinces with similar economic interests, Such 2 stuldy de2ling with the
Meritime Provinees is releasel under tne title "The Maritime Provinces in Their
Relation to the National Economy of Cznade".

In this report en zttemyt has been mede to assemble the more important social
snd economic statistics relating to the Maritime Provinces from earlier times to
the present. They ore shown against the background of similer stetisties for
Canoda as 2 whole, Certain relevant data of an interpretstive and historical
nature are also included,

This study follows the same goeneral plen o5 similer studivs issued in 1926
and 1934 but is somewhat more comprehensive in scope. In addition to the chapters
desling with physiography end natursl resources, population, production snd indus-
try, trode end tremsportstion, income, prices sni the cost of living, and public
Finance, which appesred in the cerlier stulies, there ore chapters deeling wit h
births, marrisges ond desths, labour, public heclth 2nd welfere services, and
¢ducation,

The study provides in readily available form bnsic statisticel data for
further studies of social and economic conditions in the Maritiae Provinces,
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REPORTS

ISSUED DURING THE WHiX

15
12,

13l
14.
15,
16,
17.
18.
19.
20.

2l
2e5

23.
24,

25.
86,
27,
28,
29.

30,
31.
32.
33.
34,
35.
36.

Current Trends in Food Distribution, February (10 cents),

Wholesale Trade, February (10 cents).

Canedian Grain Statistics - Weexly (10 cents).

Paints, Pigments and Varnishes Industry, 1946 (25 cents).

Chains in Single Track Mileage, 1946 (10 cents).

Operating kesults of Retail Hardware, Furniture, Household Appliance
and Redio Stores, 1940 (25 cents).

Car Loadings on Cenadian Railways - Weekly (10 cents).

. Occupied Farms Classified by Totel Value of Ferm Products Sold or Used

in 1945, Alberta (Bulletin of Prairie Census, 1946) (10 cents).
Railway Revenue Freight Loadings, diarch (10 cents).

. Opercting Revenues, Sxpenses snd Statistics of Kailways in Csnade,

December, 1947 (10 cents).

Opereting Revenues, Expenses end Statistics of Rzilwsys in Canada,
Jenuery, 1948 (10 cents).

Operating Revenues, Expsnses and Stetistics of Reilways in Camczds,
Twelve Months ended December 31, 1947 (10 cents).

Monthly Deiry Review of Canada, March (10 cents).

Domestic Exports, Mzrch (10 cents).

Wire Fencing, February (10 ecents).

Cunadian Balance of International Peyments, 1947 (25 cents).

Rigid Insulating Bosrd Industry, Merch (10 cents).

Production of Iesther Footwear, February (10 cents).

Box, Basket znd Crate Industry, 1946 (10 cents).

Sales 2nd Turcheses of Securities Between Camda apd Other Countries,

February (10 cents).
Grain Trode of Canade, 1945-46 ($1.00).
Households =nd Familics by Size =znd Composition for Census Divisions,
Rural and Urban, Saskstchewsn, 1946 (10 cents).
Advanco Stetement of Employment ond Weekly Earnings, Msrch 1 (10 cents).
The Meritime Provirces in Their Rclation to the Nztional Economy of
Canade (50 cents).

Sules of Paints, Vernishes =nd Lacquers, Februasry (10 cents).

Steel Wire, Februesry (10 cents).

Nzils, iacks and Staples, February (10 cents).

Lumber Industry in Ontsrio, 1946 (10 cents).

Ingot kinzkers!' Report on Non-Ferrous Scrap Metal a nd Sccondary Non-Ferrous

Ingot, February (10 cents).

Coal ond Coke Stutistics, Jsnuery (10 cents).

Housing Characteristies, Calgary, Alberts, 1946 (19 cents).

Coal Production, Msrch (10 cents).

Acratod Weters Industry, 1946 (15 cents).

Fur Goods and Fur Dressing Industries, 1946 (25 cents).

Stocks of Grain at March 31 (10 cents).

Estimotes of Slaughter of licst vnd Animals, Output snd Consumption of
Meats in Ceneda, 1947 (10 cents).

Copies of these and other Buresu reports may be obtsined on epplicetion to
the Dominion Statisticien, Dominion Burezu of 3Statistics, Ottaws.
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