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--- HIGHLIGHTS CF THIS I33UE ---

STOCKS OF MEAT held by packers, sbettoirs, wholesile butchers end cold storage
warehouses on May 1 emcunted to 119.8 million pounds compared with 131.9 million
on APril 1 and 78.3 million on Mey 1 last yaer,

DEPARTMENT 3TORE 3ALES increased 20 per cent in Aprii over the seme month last
yeéar,

FOREIGN TRADE OF CANADA in Merch was valued st #427,956,000, showing a minor
increase over the March 1947 figure of »420G,777,000.

MERCHANDISE IMPORTS in March totalled $197,100,000, showing a decline of $11,800,-
000 from the March 1947 totsl of $208,9090, 200,

VLLUE OF MFRCHANDISE EXPORTED in March wes $223,400,000, s ppeoximately nine per
cent above March last yesr.

BLL/NCE OF TRADE with ell countries in Merch wes in Canada's favour to the extent
of $53,900,000 as egainst $28,100,000 in the preceding month and $3,000,000 a
year ago.

PRODUCTION OF CREAMERY BUTTER in April emounted te 18,314,000 pounds, s decresse
of 11 per cent from April’ last vser. Mey L stoexs wsré 5,352,400 pounds cen
perced with 11,248,800,

NULBER OF DWELLING UNITS completed in Coneda in the irst thrse months of 1948
is estimeted pt 11,549,

STOCKS OF CANADIAN WHEAT in store or in toensit in North Amsrice st midnight on
April 29 totalled 72,634,000 bushels compered with Ty 72L 000 Ba. Apeil 22 end
93,997,900 last year.

CAR LOADIKNGS on Cenzdisn railways for the week ended May 1 declined to 74,354 cars
from 74,677 in the preccding week snd 75,165 last year.
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CANADA'S TOREIGN TRADE IN MARCH Foreign trade of Canada in liarch was valued at

$427,956,000, showing a minor increase over the
karch 1947 figure of §420,777,000, according to figures released by the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics, During the first tihree months of this year the trads
agerezated §1,205,600,000 as compared with $1,164,000,000 in the similar period
of 1947, a rise of almost nine per cent.

Merchandise was imported in iwarch to the value of £197,100,000, showing a
decline of 311,800,000 from the March 1947 total of $208,900,000, This was the
first decline from the preceding year in the montaly import totals since December
1945 -~ a period of 27 morths. During the rirst three momths of this year, imports
were valued at 585,530,000 a5 zompared with $559,800,000 in the like period of
1947,

Value of merchandise exported in isrch was $228,400,000, approximately nine
per cent above the march 1947 total of $209,000,000, With higher figzures regis-
tered for each month of the year, the aggregate for the first quarter advanced to
$672,000,000 from $597,100,000 in the like period of 1947, or by 12.5 per cent.

The balance of trade with all countries in March was in favour of Canada to
the extent of $33,900,000 as ageinst 928,100,000 in the preceding month and
$3,000,000 in the corresponding month last year; in the first quarter the favour-
able balance was $95,000,000 compared with $44,400,000 in the similar period of 1947,

The month's debit balance with the United States was $24,200,000, the lowest
monthly figure since December, 1945, In February the debit was 40,500,000, and
in Merch last year, $80,200,000. 1In the first quarter the unfevourable balance was
§107,900,000 compared with $203,200,000 in the first threce months of 19479,

The favourable balance of trade witii the United Kingdom in March was $37,700,-
000 as against $33,900,000 in February and $33,900,000 in March last year, and in
the first quarter of this year, 115,000,000 compared with 104,700,000 in the
same period of 1947,

VERCHANDISE INMFORTS IN MAXCH Ceanada's merchiendise imports in March were valued

at $197,100,000, showing & decreasc of 5.7 per
cent from the March 1947 total of $203,900,000, according to the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics, The decline in tiec month was the first to be recorded from the
preceding year since December 1945. During the first three months of this year,
imports for consumption totalled $585,300,000 as compared with ©559,800,000 in
the same period of 1947, an increase of 4.5 per cent.

Imports from the United States in iarch were valued at +138,299,000 as com-
pered with $165,116,000 in the corresponding month last year , a drop of $26,817,-
000 or almost 16 per cent., The decrease in February was $1,582,000, or from
$138,429,000 in February 1947 to %136,847,000, During the first three months of
this year, imports from the United States amounted to $425,122,000 as against
$439,993,000,

Imports from the United Kingdom were higher in iarch amounting to $21,001,-
000 as compared with +13,826,000 in the same month last year, while the aguregate
for the first yuarter was $61,062,000 as compared with +38,598,000 in the similar
period of 1947,



Mey 15, 1948 D.B.3. WEkKLY BULL=TIN Page 3
2

Imports for consumption from the nine leading countries after the United
.‘. Stetes and the United Kingdom in Merch this year and last were eos follows, totels
being in thousands of dollars:

YMarch 1948 March 1947
Vedodusla . on ., LlAbbelin Salo oo o bies $6,000 $2,027
M6 o 5l o 4o Jufe JhET s Wit S 239 1,306
BrgBaling, s . s o Job Jhins oy SR ¥ a0 2,967 2,324
India and Pakislap™ Sodi Sk . § s oo 2,343 2,888
Britigh Malgya Sl Sof e BT e 2,150 2,842
S84 Baningd .. i voib . con T Batial T e M g " 1,867 2
BUSERELUR 098 Ll » o el s SR o N 213 1,526
o ot I SN ST T Al o S ~ Pl PSR ) 1,067
AL ot ) S5 A 14 ISl =00 S, Y 1,083 1,684

Declines were shown for six of the nine mein commodity groups of imports in
March as compared with the same month last yeer. Sharpest drop wes registercd by
the fibres and textiles group, with c otton products showing the most marked decline.
The iron and products grouc was slightly higlier, with advances in rollinz mill
products farm implements and mechinery, end c¢ngines and boilers, and declines in
automobiles and automobile parts, The non-metallic minerels group moved up, with
increases in cosl, crude petroleum and petroleun products.

In the agricultural and vegetable products group there were declines in fruits,
vegetables, cocoa and chocolete, coffee and chicory, tea and rubber, and advances
in grains and products, sugar, asnd nuts. Group totasl for chemicals moved higher,
but those for animals and animal products, wood, wood products ani paper, non-
ferrous metels, and miscellaneous commodities were lower.

The following table snowe the imports by main commodity groups for Merch this
year and last, figures being in thousands:

Marca 1943 March 1947
Agricultural, Vegetable Products ...... §$24,000 $28,800
Animals and Animal Products ........... 7,400 7,800
Fibres, Textiles and Products ......... 28,500 37,700
Wood, Wood Products and Paper ...... Sk 6,300 7,600
Iron' and PEbdich sl NN el tangil. othh ) p 00,900 60,400
Non-Ferrous Metals and Products ....... 12,500 15,700
Non-Metallic Minerals, Products ....... 57,400 30,200
Chemicals und Allied Products ........ . 10, 300 9,900
Miscellaneous Commodities . s e. oe.s i 9,900 12,700

RETAIL SALES HIGHER IN MARCH Dollar volume of retail trade in March was nine per

cent higher then in the corresponding month last
year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The influence of Haster
buying was an esppreciable factor in a 23 per cent gain over February. Sales
averaged 1l per cent greater in tne first quarter of 1943 compared with the same
period of last year. Unadjusted indexes, on the base, 1935-39=100, stood at 244, 2
for March, 198.5 for February end 223.% for March, 1947,

Variety stores have registered a rapidly increasing patronage in the past
several months, and sales increases for these outlets have been quite prominent
in all parts of the country. March sales showed a gain of 24 per cent over last
year, and sales averaged 19 per cent higher in the Tirst three months. Other trades
in the general merchandise group -- department stores and country general stores --
reported 2sins of 10 per cent and seven per cent, respectively, in March,
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A substsntial part of the depertment store szles increase was sccounted for
ty apparel and food departments. Family clothing store sales were up seven per
cent in the month, winile men's wear, ladies' specialty and shoe stores recorded
increases ranging from 12 per cent to 15 per cent. Radio and electriec stores
reported sales 11 per cent higher in March., Hardwere store sales were practically
unchanged, while furniture merchants sustzined a nine per cent decline, The
margin of increase for jewellery stores was atout the ssme as in eerlier months
of the year when March seles were four per cent higher thasn last year,

Increeses for food stores, emons the most prominent for several months, showed
some moderation in March, This m2y be due meinly to the fact that there were only
four week-ends in Merch this year and five in Mairch a yesr ago. Sales wers 11 pon
cent sbove iarch last year, the cumulative comparison showed = gain of 15 REEN (G,
Restaurant receipts meintained an even course with seles up four per cent in Merch
and three per cent in thc three-month periovd. Candy store sales moved 43 per cent
over March, 1947,

COST-OF~LIVING IMDEXsS FOR  The Dominion Bureau of Statistics rolvased cost-of-
EIGHT REGIONAL CITIES living indexes for eizht regioncl cities for April 1,
together with those for Merch 1 eand April 1, 1947,
Between Merch 1 end April 1 the eight city cost-of-living indexes showed advznces
ranging from 1.3 points for Vancouver to V.4 for Ssint John. The Dominion index
ross 0.8 points. The city increesses were principzlly accounted for by higher prices
for food and clothing, slthougn homefurnishings and services also advanced sligntly.

The Bureau points out that in interpreting the city indexes, it should be
borne in mind that they show month to month ¢ hanges in living costs in esch city,
but do not compare actuel levels of living costs as between cities. It is ircorr-
ect to conclude, on the basis of these indexes, thet it costs more to live in

one city than it does in snother.

The following table compares the latest city =z nd Dominion cost-of-living
indexes,

Gidr April 1, 1947 March 1, 1948 April 1, 1948

(August, 1939=100)

ETERIRIN0A 0, ol Ty S5 AR Y L2559 4505 146,2
BRANY TOMD v o gosl . e & 128 /5 148.9 149.3
MSRESREE ] wod. . 5 e, e o8 85:20. 7 154.,0 154.9
RS ento .o, bnd. .t M) 129.8 148.1 148,6
v R T PR BG | $26.1 145.6 146.3
SESHSLO0N,. « o5 5 58 age T S5 L il EERs
R A ey | 1295 145.9 146.5
WERCOUVE .. o oide: & ke 150 s 149.7 N0
ONVERITON . pu oo Biaiie 1A 129 .6 1489 A8 145084

STOCKS OF Kaw &4ND RAFINED SUGAR Refinery stocks of raw suger on April 17 amountcd
to 89,932,385 pounds, an increese of 10.6 per
cent over lsst year's corresponding total of 81,312,440 pounds, eccording to the
Dominion Bureau of Statisties. Stocks of rofined sugar totalled 120,324,918 pounds
comparcd with 162,969,267 pounds, a decline of 26.2 per cent.
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STOCKS AND MARKETINGS OF Stocks of Csnadian wheat in store or in trensit in
WHEAT AND COARSE GRAINS North Americe at midnight on April 29 totalled 72,634, -
023 bushels compared with 76,391,439 on April 22 and
93,996,576 on the corresponding date last yeer, according to the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics. Visible supplies on the latest date comprised 72,081,667 bushels
in Canadian positions and 552,356 bushels in United States positions.

Deliveries of wheat from farms in the Prairie Provinces during the week endirg
April 29 amounted to 427,355 bushels as compared with 469,721 in the preceding
week, bringing the total for the period August 1-April 29 to 210,597,763 bushels
as compared with 271,185,854 in the similar period of 1946-47,

The following quantities of coarse grains slso were delivered from farms in
the Prairie Provinces during the week ending April 29, totals for the preceding
week being in brackets: oats, 188,331 (374,905) bushels; barley, 92,761 k1881999 ) 3
rye, 3,911 (6,191); flaxseed, 21,604 (13,234),

Overseas export clearances of wheat during the week ending April 29 amounted
to 1,428,529 bushels compared with 2,800,953 a year ago, bringing the cumulative
total for the crop year to date to 93,929,440 bushels compared with 103%,5%8,808
in the like period of . 194£-49.

ACREAGE INTENTIONS FOR Cenadian fermers have indicated on the basis of their
CANADA'S 1948 FILLD CROFS  intentions at April 30, thet they will seed over half

a million fewer acres to wheat in 1948 tman they did

in 1947, A small decline of about 77,000 acres in barley seedings is also anti-
cipated. These decreases, however, are expected tc be more than offset by increases
in acreages devoted to other field crops, the estimate for oats being up soie
722,0)0 acres, flaxseed up about 130,000 acres and rye up 586,000 acres over 1947
scedings. Acreage in summerfallow is expected to exceed last year's figures by
425,000 acres, an increase of two per faentat

The acreage in Canada intended for wheat in 1943 is estimated st 2557 ‘st ion
as compared with 24.3 million acres in 1947. The decreasc amounts toa little
mere than two per cent, Intended wheat seedings in the Prairie Provinces are
placed at 22,692,000 acres, down 665,000 acres from the 1947 figure of 23,357,000
acres. Onterio's wheat amcreage for harvest in 1948 has increased 135,000 acres
over the 1947 lovel, Little chanze is enticipsted in wheat seedings in the remain-
ing provinces where wheat is a minor Crop,

For the Dominion as a whole, farmers intend to sced 11.8 million acres to
oats as compared with 11,0 million ascres in 1947, an increase of seven peER *eent .
Increased oat acreages are common to all provinces with the exception of the
Maritimes, the most significant increases occurring in Ontario, Alberts and quebec,

The intended barley acreage for Canada is estimsted at 7.4 million acres as
compared with 7.5 million acres in 1947, A substantial increase (32 per cent
over 1947) in barley acreage is anticipated in Ontario, but this is more than
offset by prospective declines in Sasketchewan and Manitoba., The intended 1948
T'laxseed acreege of 1.7 million acres represents an increase of eight per cent
above the 1947 level, The nost substantial increase is anticipated in Msnitoba.
Onterio and British Colurbia 21s0 show increases, while decreases are expected in
filberta and Saskstchewan., The area of fall rye for harvest in 1948 is placed at
1,162,000 acres, an increase of 38 per cent over last year's harvested acreage.
Spring rye seeding intentions are also up 21 per cent from thes 1947 level. For all
rye the indicated acreege is 1,542,000 gcres, 33 per cent wbove last yeor,

A three per cent increase over 1947 is cnticipated for the all-Canade potato
acreage Increases are indicated for all gnavinces with the exception of Nova
Scotia (one per cent decrzese) and Saskatchevan (no chanze).
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SEEDING CONDITIONS VARIABIE S¢eding conditions heve been extremely vericble
THROUGHQUT CANADA throughout Crnada to dete this sezson. Spring is

late in the liaritimes but work on the land is well
under wey in New Brunswick and in south-western sre:s of Nove Scotia. Conditions
in Quebec and Ontario are far in sdvance of last yesr. The weather hes generelly
fovoured seeding operutions. Fall-sown crops heve wintered well end over-all
prospects are promising. ioisture supplies in the Prairie Provinces are excellent
although flooding has created serious problems in local aress. Seeding is under
way in some districts of soutner: alberte snd Saskatchewan end at seattered points
in Manitoba. Wet weether and low temperatures have delayed drying howsver, snd
seeding cannot become gemeral before the 15th or 20th of this month. In British
Columbia & very lerger spring has delayed farming operstions brt.wizrmers weather will
permit repid progress. The fruit crop prospects =sre omising.

Cold, dry weether has preveiled throughout the Maritime Provinces so far this
spring. Work on the lend is general in New Brunswick wit h sesding under way on
well dreined lend in that province and in south-western arezs of Novo Scotia,
Elsewhere operations hsve been delayed. a

In Onterio =2nd wuebec, in strongc ontrsst to last yesr , the current season
is more advenced then normal. Weather since the latter part of April hos gemsreolly
fevoured field work in both provinces. In locel areas in «usbec, however, cold,
dry weather hes retarded operotions with tne ground thawing out very slowly in
Someé northern districts, ZExcellent progress heos been made in seeding operstions
throughout most of Onterio snd ot the present time prospects sre considered good
for satisfactory yields of field erors throughout the provincs, 1In genersl fall
wheat and rye in Ontario suffered little winter-killing .

The spring breck-up in the Preoirie Frovinees wes extremnsly late this year,
Dull, wet weszther with below norrnl temperatures has retarded the drying of the land.
While seeding has started in some southern areas of ilberts snd Saskatchewan and
in scattered points in lianitobe it will not become general before the 15th or
20th of this month. Moisture supplies, however, erc far sbove normal in all
three provinces with serious flooding oecurring in meny local srees. Due to the
lzteness of the season some correspondents consider that there will be a shift
in acreage from wheat to cosrse greins.

In British Columbia & wet, backward spring, one of the latest on record, has
delayed growth end field work throughout the province, With wermer weather,
lowever, recovery should be rapid. Floughing and seeding operotions heve been
delayed throughout the southern districts snd in centrel and northern aress seeding
will not be general for 10 days or two weeks. Present prospects for the fruit
crops are excellent. Large crops of strawberries and respberries are expected
end spricots, peaches, clierries and pesrs ere very promising. The apple crop is
expected to be levger then in 1947.

-

VALUE OF 1947 SESD CROPS  Seed crops grown in Canada in 1947 had on estimated
value of $11,600,000, representing € decline of 10 per
cent from the preceding year's totzsl of $12,9l7,000, according to revised figures
released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Valuec of the hay crop and pasture
séed crops wes placed at $8,997,000 ($10,490,000 in 1945), and vegetable and field
root seeds, §2,603,000 ($2,427,000 in 1946).
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The value of the 1947 hay and pasture sead crops was as follows by provinces,
totals for 1946 being in brackets: Alberta, $2,97l,OOO ($3,010,000); Saskatchewan,
$2,016,000 ($1,542,000); Ontario, $1,831,000 ($3,965,000); Manitoba, $1,207,000
($1,097,000); British Columbia, $557,000 ($534,000) ; Quebec, $396,000 ($335,000);
Maritimes, $19,000 ($7,000),

QUTEUT OF BUTTER AND Production of creasmery butter in April amounted to 18,514, -
CHERSA IOWeR IN APRIL 000 pounds, showing a decrease of 11 per cent from April

: last year. During the first four months of this year,
46,724,000 pounds were produced compered with 51,366,000 in the similar period of
1947, a reduction of nine per cent. Decr:ases were registered in all provinces in
April with the exception of British Columbia where the advence was nine per cent.

Cheddar cheese production in April totalled 5,500,000 pounds compared with
6,104,000 in the correspending month last year, a decrease of almost 46 per cent,
In the four months ending April, 0,997,000 pounds were produced compared with
11,653,000 in the same psriod of 1947, a decline of 40 per cent.

Qutput of concentrated milk products in April rose five per cent, totalling
30,808,000 pounds compared with 29,273,000 a year ago; total for the four-manth
period was 75,470,000 pounds compared with 78,297,000 a year carlier, a decrease
of 3,6 per cent. ‘

STOCKS OF BUTTER, CHEESE Stocks of creamery butter in cold storages, dairy fac-
AND EGGS ON MAY FIRST tories and in transit on May 1 amounted to 5,352,382
pounds compared with 8,229,188 on April 1 and 11,248,-
810 on the corresponding date last year. Cheese stocks totelled 21,648,031 pounds
compared with 22,442,793 on April 1, and 19,689,639 a year ago.

Stocks of evaporated whole milk held by or for manufacturers on May 1 amounted
to 5,129,999 pounds, down sharply from last year's corresponding figure of 20,300, -
507. Skim milk powder stocks were 4,030,161 pounds compared with 3,768,448. Shell
e3gs in storage totalled 17,195,230 dozen compared with 13,833,464, while the
holdings of frozen egg meats were 9,710,318 pwnds compered with 5,779,974,

Poultry meat stocks on May 1 were 16,853,645 pounds compared with 13,326,199
on the correspoading date last year. )

STCCKS OF MEAT ON MAY 1  Stocks of meat held by packers, abattoirs, wholesale

butchers and cold storage warehousses on May 1 amounted
to 119,817,500 pounds as compared with 131,893,300 pounds on April 1, and 78,277,-
100 pounds on the corresponding date last year, according to the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics.

Pork stocks totalled 82,881,700 pounds as against 86,939,100 on Awgdd 1 aagd
56,562,000 a year ago, while the holdings of besf amounted to 28,158,100 pounds
compared with 35,890,500 on April 1 and 16,369,500 on May 1, 1947,

Holdings of veal were 4,106,500 pounds compared with 2,981,600 on APEpil 4
and 3,157,900 last year, and mutton and lamb, 4,671,300 pounds compared with
6,102,100 on April 1 and 2,187,700 a year ago.

Stocks of lard amounted to 3,341,100 pounds compered with 3,782,600 on April 1
and 1,534,200 on the seme date last year.
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SECURITY FRICK INDEXES

2 ay 6, 1948 Agril 29, 1948 April 8, 1948

(1935-39=100)

Investors' Price Index

(100 Common Stocks)........ g T 111.7 15006
16 SEd uileia Xl L.t e 106.4 106,0 102.,2
16! Ueilifies 4.ttt 1. 15949 123.52 114.2

8 BRokE T 4%, L o 128.5 128.0 128.9

Mining Stock Price Index

(S0 Stomam 7. s i b e, 84.3 84,2 80.4
29 Bo1dN L0 vu A 67.3% 66.9 65.9
Y Basel BEtRlst ol 300 ot 118.0 it B 108.6

DOMESTIC TYIE sLiCIRIC  Froduction of domestic type electric refrigerators in
REFRIGERATORS IN MiRCH  March totalled 10,374 units as compared with 10,785 in
the preceding menth and 8,590 in the corresponding month
last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, During the first
quarter of this year, 32,203 units were produced as compared with 24,748 in the
similar period of 1947.

Imports of complete electric refrigerators of all types fell off sharply in
March, totalling 90 units compared with 630 in the preceding month and 3,030 in
the same month last year. Exports were higher, the month's total amounting to
782 units compared with 476 in February and 156 in March, 1947,

SALES OF SLECTRIC STORAGE BATTHRILS Sales of electric storage batteries and

parts by principsl Cansdian producers were
velued at $1,072,750 in March, compared with §$1,148,551 in February and $1,039,-
385 in March. 1247, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. During the
first three months of this year, sales aggregated §3,486,659 as compared with
$3,005,737 in theé similar period of 1947.

CFERATING REVENUES, FXPENGES  Csnsdian reilways roported operating revenues of
OF RAILWAYS IN FEBRUARY $59,713,3%47 in February, a gain of 11.8 per cent

or $6,311,113 over the same mcnth of 1947 and
approached the all-time high for the month of $59,740,057 registered in 1944,
Freight revenues were up 14,1 per cent at $47,975,203 but passenger revenues
declined 2.8 per cent from February, 1947. Operating expenses continued to increase
at {53,627,272, up 12 per cent or $6,278,100 with all accounts heavier and opera-
ting income consequently declined froma debit of $1,341,144 to one of $1,874,706
with taxes up $512,000 over Fehruary of 1947,

Tons of revenue freight carried set & new peacetime record st 12,627,953 tons,
up 10.1 per cent over the same month of 1947 while ton mileage increased 18.3 per
cent., Passengers carried were down 225,117 or seven per ccnt despite the extra
day in Februery this year at 2,953,757, but the average length of journey was
unchanged at 76 miles. The number of employeces was down fractionally with 173,566
receiving a total payroll of $33,939,658, a 5.0 per cent increase over February, 1947.
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CAR LOADINGS ON CANADIAN RAIIWAYS Car loadings on Cansdian railways for the week
ended liay 1 declined to 74,354 cars from
74,677 cars for the previous week and 75,165 cars for the corresponding week last
vear. The decline was all in the western division where flood conditions con-
tinued to be s factor, Western grain declined from 6,756 cars in 1947 to 2,565
cars, grain products from 1,778 to 1,328 cers, and ores from 1,136 to 718 cars.
L.C.L. merchandise increased from 5,714 to v,325 cars, but other commodities in
the wsstern division showed small changes.

In the eastern division, grain declined from 1,967 cars in 1947 to 727 cars
end grain products froam 2,039 to 1,617 cars, but practicslly all other commodities
showed increases. The larze increases were in coal from 1,294 to 5,341 cars,
ores from 1,518 to 2,460 cars snd pulpwood from 2,799 to 3,281 cars.

INDEX NUMBERS OF TRM FRICES The index numbers of farm prices of agricultural

OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS products as of Mareh 15 was reletively unchsnged

from the Februsry level, but was substantislly

higher than on the corresponding date last year. The mid-March figure, on the

base, 1935-39=100, stood at 232.2 compared with 231.8 for Fetr uary and 197.4 for
March last year. Waen compared with the preceding month, gains in this year‘'s March
farm prices for potatoes and livestock were offset by declines in the prices of
poultry and eggs. Almost every class of agricultural produce considered in the
index displayed gains over March last year,

STOCKS OF HIDES AND SKINS LND ~ Stocks of rew cattle nides held by tanners, rackers
PROJUCTION OF FINISHED LEATHER  and dealers at the end of March amounted to 6717, -

000, an increase of nine per cent over the March
1947 figure of 621,330, sccording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Stocks of
calf and kip skins increased from 536,300 to 705,400, horse hides rrom 59,800 to
60,000, and goat and kid skins from 150,700 tc 195,600, but sheep and lamb skins
fell from 76,900 (dozen) to 61,400 (dozen).

Production of cattle sole leather in ierch amounted to 2,324,100 pounds com-
pared with 2,822,700 in the same month last year. Output of cattle upper leather
totalled 2,931,700 square feet compared with 3,982,800, wkile the production of
glove and garment leather amounted to 391,300 square feet compared witn 482,500,
Production of calf and kip skin upper leather totalled 1,383,500 square feet com-
pared with 1,139,200 in March last year.

NALLS, TAJKS AND STAPLES Froduction of wire nails in Cenada in March aemounted

PRODUCTION IN MARCH to 7,100 tons compared with 5,700 in the preceding

month and 6,500 in March, 1947, During the three months
ended March, 19,000 tons were produced as against 18,900 in the like reriocd of 1947.
Tonnage shipped during the month amounted to 8,000 tons as sgeinst 6,400 in February
and 6,700 in March, 1947, Shipments during the three months tctalled 21,600 tons
compaered with 18,300 in the like period of last yeer.

PRODUCTION OF WIRE FENCING IN MaRCH  Producti on of steel wire fencing in March
amounted to 2,300 tons compared with 2,000
tons in February and 2,300 in the corresponding month of 1947. During the first
three months of this year, 6,600 tons were produced against 6,900 in the similar
period last year. Tonnage shipped in March totalled 2,400 tons as compared with
2,400 in February and 3,000 in March, 1947, Shipments in the first three months of
this year amounted to 7,500 tons as against 6,600 in 1947,
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& SHIFMENTS OF ASBESTOS  Shipments of asbestos Irom Canadien mines during February,
DURING FEBRUARY totalled 50,127 tons, an increase of 18.7 per cent over
last year's corresponding total of 42,207 tons. During
L the first two months of tnis year, 96,760 tons were shipped against 86,265 in 1947.

Lxports in February amounted to 44,601 compared with 36,718 tons in the same
month last year, bringing the two-month total to 92,368 tons compared with 79,546
in 1947,

LUMBER INDUSTRY OF MANITOBA Gross velue of products of the lumber industry of
lianitoba in 1946 was $2,483,200, showing a minor
decrease frum the preceding year's figure of $2,493,430, according to the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics. Output of sawn lumber amounted to 59,234 M board feet
compared with 65,453 M in 1945, with respective values of 92,290,800 and 42,564,900,
Sawn ties were produced to the velue of $54,500 compared with $25,400, and lath,
$24,400 compared witn $29,000,

FISHERIES OF NOVA SCOTIA  Fisheries production in Nova Scotia resched a new high
point in 1946, the merketod velue being §34,270,761,
an increase of 1ll.6 per cent over the 1945 figure. The quantity caught was
4,227,676 cwt., an increase of ©.9 per cent. OSeven varieties of fish passed the
million-~-dollar mark in total marketed value: cod, $14,872,040; lobsters, {6,516, -
470; heddock, $2,409,529; herring, §2,218,029; swordfish, $1,229,769; pollock,
91,121,920; =nd mackerel, §1,084,292.

CANADIAN MENTAL INSTITUTIONS IN 1946 There were 53,423 persons on the books of
the 60 Canadian institutions in 1946
devoted to the care and treatment of the mentslly sick, mentally defective and
epileptic, according to figures contained in the 15th annual report on mental
institutions issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. In 1945 the number had
been 52,246, At the ¢nd of the year, 49,163 patients were in residence, 480 were
boarding out, and 3,730 were on parole.

First admissions to mental instituticns in 1946 numbered 9,752, the highest
recorded totel during the 17-yesr period for which s tatistics are availsble, The
second higheet was in 1945 when 9,489 were admitted, while the aver:ge number
during the 17 years wes 8,356. As with the first admissions, the year 1946 showed
the highest number of re-admissions with a vtotal of 3,144, .

Exclusive of deaths, the number of patients discharged in 1946 was 8,539,
Of those discharged, 2,375 or 27.8 per cent had recovered; 4,443 or 52 per cent
were improved; 1,128 or 15.2 per cent were unimproved, while the remainder of 593
or 6.9 per cent were discharged without psychosis. Deaths in 1946 numbered 3,112
as compared with 2,955.

Totsl revenues in 1946 amounted to 926,975,416, an increasz of 4,544,849
over the preceding year. Of the 1946 total, §17,085,806 ceme Trom provincial
governments, $4,146,099 from the Dominion Government, and $971,094 from municipal
governments. Paying patientz contributed $5,259,516, anfl revenuas from ohher
Sources amounted to $1,515,5841,

Totel expenditures smountei te $27,318,218 comparsd with $?2,950,657 in 1945,
Of the 1946 outlay, 25,447,649 was for maintensnce of patients and $1,868,569
for non-maintenance expenditures,
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES Department store s:cles increased 20 per cent in April

Ur 20 PFR CENT IN AFRIL over the ssme month last year, according to preliminary

i figures released by the Dominion Buresu of Statistics.
Advances were shown for all sections of the country, with British Columbis and
Saskatchewan showing the largest geins of 30 per cent and 25 per cent, respectively,
The advance in the karitimes was 24 per cant, Quebec 16 per cent, Ontarioc 18 per
cent, Msnitoba 14 per cent, and Alberta 23 per cent.

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MAR<IAGES Births registered in March in Canasdian cities,
towns and villaszes of Csnade havinga population of
10,000 and over numbered 14,455, deaths 5,671 and marriages 3,234, as compared
with 16,040 births, 5,560 deaths and 3,180 marriages in the corrcsponding month
last year. Increuases of two per cent each were shown for deaths and marrisges and
a 10 per cent decline for births.

SALT FRODUCTION IN FHBRUARY Production of common salt in Cansda in February
amounted to 56,756 tons as compared with 54,381
tons in the preceding month and 59,845 tons in the correspond ing month last year,
according to the Dominion Buresu of Statistics. Production for the Tirst two
months of this year totalled 111,137 tons against 123,486 tons in the like period
of 1947,

Shipments of salt amounted to 54,083 tons compared with 55,975 in Januasry and
42,715 in February, 1947, During January and February, 108,015 tons were shipped
or used by producers as against 86,295 in the same months of last year. Imports
in Februesry totalled 5,449 tons compsred with 15,859 in Februery 1947, snd the
exports, 561 tons in Fobruary this year as against 157 in Pebruary, 1947.

WHITE METAL FRODUCTS INDUSTRY Gross value of products turned out by the white
metal products industry of Camda in 1946 was
$26,129,000 aaz compared with $23,222,000 in the preceding year, an increase of
12.5 per cent, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Cost of materials
used in manufacturing, exclusive of fuel and electricity, was $15,851,000 as
against $13,718,000, an increase of 15.6 per cent,

11,569 DWELLING UNITS COMPLATED The number of dwelling units completed in Conada
IN FIRST QUARTER OF THIS YEAR in the first three months of 1948 is cstimated

at 11,569, according t o the results of a nation-
wide s urvey carried out by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics in co-operation wit h
the Central Mortgage and Housing Corporation. During the ssme period, construe-
tion was commenced on 6,678 dwelling units ena the number under construction was
reduced from 42,215 at Jenuary 1 to 37,529 at the end of March. Comparsble data
are available for 1947 only for the urban centres with a populs tion of 5,000 and
over wnich zccount for about 80 per cent of the total completions in the first
quarter, Tor these areas, completions in the first three months of 1948 are about
42 per ¢ ént higher than in 1947. .

Among the provinces, Ontario led in the number of dwelling units completed
during the first three months of this year withe total of 4,098, followed by
Quebec with 2,887, British Columbia 2,189, Alberta 855, Manitoba 655, Saskatchewan
389, Nova Scotia 251, New Brunswick 299, and Prince Edward Islsnd 3o,

Starts were made on 2,196 dwelling units in Quebec during the first quarter
of this year, 2,121 in British Columbia, 1,803 in Ontario, 2590 in Alberte, 125 in
Manitoba, 91 in Nova 3cotia, 78 in Saskatchewan, and 14 in New Brunswick.
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Dwelling units under construction 2t the cnd of March in Ontario numbered

15,087,

Meniteba 1,785, Saskstchewen 1,145,

The avervge length of time required to build the dwelling units completed in
the Tirst quarter of 1943 was between seven and eight months,

in Quebec 3,346, British Columbia 6,628, Nova Scotie 2,024, Alberta 1,855,
New Brunswick 531, and Prince Edward Island 7S

took longer than nine months to ccmplete. On & regionsl bssis, construction
time was longest in British Jolumbis end the Maritimes,

REFORTS ISSULD DURING THE WEEK

LA

Se

169
11,
e o
Lg%
14,
150
16y
17.
18,
19-
208
a4
e
23.
24,
25-
26.

7.
28,
29
30.
31.
1=,
33.
349
2.

Steel Wire, March (10 cents],

Factory Sales of Slectric Storage catterics, Mgrehk (10 cants),
Domestic Type Electric Refrigerators, March (10 cents) .

Neils, Tacks and Staples, Msrch (10 cents),

Wire Fencing, March (10 cents),

Housing Characteristics by Sociel Areas, Edmonton, 1946 (10 centz),

Index Numbers of Farm Prices of Agricultural Products, March (10 cetnts).

Cold Storage Holdings of Meat end Lerd, May 1 (10 cents).

. Intentions to Plant Field crops. Winter-killing end Spring Conditions,

of Fall Wheat, Fall Rye, end Hey end Clover MesdowS. Progress of
Spring Seeding (10 cents).
Telegraphic Crop Report, Conada (10 cents),
Retail Sales, March (10 cents).
Dairy Factory Production, April (10 cents).
Asbestos, February (10 cents),
Hides, Skins and Leather, Morch (10 coents).
Imports Entered for Comsimption, Merch (10 cents).
Monthly Summary of Foreizn Trade, March (10 cents).
Leather Footwear Industry, 1946 (25 cents).
Electric Vacuum Cleaners, 1947 (10 cents),
Stocks of Dairy end Poultry Froducts, May 1 (10 cents).
Dairy Stetistics of Canada (Reprint) 1947 (10 cents).
Lumber Industry of Menitoba, 1946 (10 cents).
Suger Report, March 20 to April 17, 1948 (10 cents).
Seed Crop Veluss, 1947 (10 cents).
Button, Buckle and Fasteners Industry, 1946 (25 cents).
Advance Report on the Fisheries of Nova Scotia, 1946 (10 cents),
Housing Bulletin No. 2 -- Comstruction of Dwelling Units in Canade
from Jenusry 1 to Msreh 31, 1948 {25cents).
Car Losdings on Csnadian Railweys - Weekly (10 cents).,
White Metel Products Industry, 1946 (25 cents).
Salt, February (10 cents),
Births, Decths und sarriages, March (10 cents).
Operating Results of Miscellaneous Ret:il Stores, 1946 (25 cents).
Primery Iron and Stecl in Cencde (Part II) Februsry (10 cents),
Canadian Grein Statistics - weekly (10 cents).
Number of Live Stock on Farms, by Subdivision, Alberta, June 1, 1946
(10 cents).

Operating Revenues, kxpenses and Ststistics of Railways, February (10 cents)

Copies of thess and other Buresu reports may be obteined on application to
the Dominion Statisticien, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa.

Abcut 26 per cent
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