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CANADA'S AGGREGATE FOREIGN TRADE increased in velue to $442,000,000 in April ag
compered with $419,000,000 in April last yeer, and for the four months ending
April to $1,707,000,000 compared with $1,533,000,000 in 1947.

IMPORTS INTO CANADA FOR CONSUMPTION werelslightly higher in velue in April this
year then s year earlier, stending et 226,700,000 compared with $225,600,000,
and for the four months rose to $812,000,000 as against §$785,490,000,

RETAIL SAIES VOLUME in Cenads showed a gain of 13 per cent in April over a year
earlier, close to the average percentage rise of 12 per cent for the first
four months of 1948,

- . .

WHOLESALE SALES in Canads during April were six per cent higher in dollar volume
than in April last year and eight per cent sbove this year's March volume.

STOCKS OF CREAMERY BUTTER in cold storage and in transit on June 1 amounted to
11,730,000 pounds, a seasonal rise of 6,451,000 pounds from May 1, but far below
. tne total of 23,584,000 pounds on June 1, 1947.

MEAT STOCKS held by rackers, azbattoirs, wholesale butchers and cold storage ware-
houses amounted to 116,470,000 pounds st the first of June as against 78,808, -
300 pcunds a year earlier,

CANADIAN LABOUR INCOME in Conads in Msrch is estimated at $533,000,000, down
$7,000,000 from the Pebruery figure, but up $58,000,000 from March, 1947.

INDEX OF FARM PRICES of agricultural products reached 234,0 op "April 15, 36.4
points higher than in April, 1947,

. . .

STEEL PRODUCTION during April amounted to 254,300,tnns, showing a decline from
the high point of 286,000 tons attsined in the preceding month, but above last
year's April production of 252,200 tons,

PRODUCTION OF DOMESTIC WASHING MACHINES rose to a new high month's totel of 27,833
units in April compared with 27,032 units in March and 16,975 in April last year.
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FOREIGN TRADE OF CANADA IN APRIL Foreign trade of Caneda in April was valued at

$442,000,000 as compsred with $428,000,000 in
the preceding montn and $419,000,000 in the corresponding month last year, accord-
ing to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Aggregate for the four months ending
April was $1,7J7,000,000 es against $1,583,000,000 in the similer period of 1947,
an increase of 7.8 per cent.

Merchandise imports in April increased in value to $226,700,000 from the March
total of $197,100,000, showing a similer movement to that of the two preceding
years when April figures, contrary to the pre-war trend, were substentially higher
then those for March. The month's total was slightly above the April 1947 figure
of $225,600,000. During the four months ending April, imports totalled $812,000, -
000 as compared with §$785,400,000 in the like period of 1947, a rise of 3.4 per cent.

Featured by further gains in sales to the United States, Cenada's merchendise
exports in April were valued at §$212,300,000 as compared with $228,400,000 in Merch
and $190,900,000 in April last year. Total for the four months ending April was
384,400,000 compsred with 788,000,000 a year ago, an increase of 12 per cent.

The bslance of trade with all countries was unfavourable tc¢ Canada in April
to the extent of $11,600,000 as compered with a favoureble belarce of $33,900,000
in March end an adverse balance of $32,200,000 in April last yeer. In the first
four months of this year, however, the favoursble balence rose to $83,400,000 as
against (12,200,000 in the like period of 1947.

The month's debit balonce with the United States was $48,000,000 as against
$24,200,000 in March and $91,600,000 in April last yeor, and the four-month debit
bolence declined to $155,900,000 compared with $294,800,000 in the similer period
of’' 1949%

As the result of larger dollar purchases of British goods, the favourable
balance with the United Kingdom in April wss reduced to $19,800,000 as compersed
with $37,700,000 in March and §30,400,000 in Aipril a yeer sgo, with the four-month
total standing at {134,800,000 compared with $135,100,000 in the same period of 1947.

Imports Lower from United States
Higher from United Kingdom in April

Chief features of Canade's import trade in April were a2 substantial decline in
purchases from the United States as compsred with the high levels of last yeer and

e continuence of the upward trend in imports from the United Kingdom. On the
commodity side, there were morked advances in the errivels of f:rm and other mach-
inery, crude petroleum and petroleum products, raw snd unmenufactured wool, and
sharp decreases in those of cotton, flax, hemp and jute products.

Imports from the United Stotes were valued at $159,500,000 as sgainst $181,-
600,000- in April last yeaor, the decline of $22,100,000 comparing with e drop of
$26,800,000 in March. Aggregate imports for the four months ending hpril were
$584,600,000 compered with $622,000,000 in 1947, the substential reductions in March
and April end e small decline in February being pertly offset by higher figures
for January.

Shipments received from the United Kingdom advenced from $21,600,000 in March
to $24,600,000 to reach the highest postwar month's figure, This compesres with
$12,700,000 in April last year and the 1935-39 April average of 8,400,000,
Cumulative totel for the January-April period rose to $85,700,000 this year as
rgainst $51,400,000 in 1947,
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Aggregate imports from the latin imericen countries also rose sharply in
April to {20,100,000 compered with $13,000,000 last year, largest increases being
in purchases from Cuba, Mexico, San Domingo and Venezuela while tnose from Arzentina
~ were sharply lower., Imports from Europeen countries was almost unchanged from
1947, stending et $4,280,000 as ageinst 54,242,000, while the aggregate for other
foreign countries was moderately higher.

Among British countries other than the United Kingdom, imports from Australia
increased to $2,483,000 compered with $679,000; and New Zealsnd, {1,761,000 against
$824,000, Imports from India snd Fakistan together fell off to $476,000 compered
with $3,700,000 a year eerlier, ond from Ceylon to $482,000 compered with $1,104,000,

Among the commodity groups, imports of non-metallic minerals and products in
April were sharply higher at 445,400,000 compared with 31,800,000 last year, crude
petroleum increasing to 16,990,000 compared with 39,300,000 and petrolsum products
to §7,200,000 compared with $3,900,000 and moderate geins being shown for coal and
coul products. The iron end iron products group increased to ,70,300,000 compared
with $66,700,000, ferm implements and mechinery jumping to 15,000,000 from 39,700, -
000 last year =znd housshold mcchinery, mining, metallurgical, business, printing
and other non-farm mechinery making smaller geins. Imports of passenger and freight
automobiles declined to $1,500,000 from about $6,000,000, while eatomobile parts
were slightly lower et ;8,600,000,

Imports in the non-ferrous metsls group rose slightly to ¢14,000,000 as egainst
$13,500,000, snd those of chemicals and allied products to $10,900,000 compared
with $10,500,000,

Lower figurss were recorded in April for each of the remeining five groups,
Imports of fibres and textiles declined to {33,100,000 compared with 39,900,000,
cotton products falling to 47,100,000 from 15,000,000 and flax, hemp and jute
products to 789,000 from §3,600,000 while raw snd unmenufactured wool rose from
$1,000,000 to 35,300,000 and wool products and raw cotton and linters moved mod-
erately upward. Imports of agricultural end vegetable products eased off to
$29,200,000 compared with $30,400,000, major decreases being in fruits, vegetables,
grains and tea, while suger was substcontislly higher. Animals end animal products
declined to 5,200,000 from 8,100,000, mainly due to lower velues for furs and fur
products and raw hides and skins,

The wood, wood products and paper group waes velued at ,7,900,000 compored with
$8,500,000 and the miscellsneous group at 10,700,000 compered with {10, 200,000,
declines being shown in neerly 1l mein items of the lstter group,

RETAIL TRADE UP 13 PER CENT IN LPRIL A goin of 13 per cent in reteil trade occurred
in April compered with the corresponding

month last year. This advence conformed closely to the =vercge percentage rise in

earlier months of the year, sales in the first four months of 1948 stending 12 per

cent above those in the same period of last year. Unadjusted general index for

14 retail trades, on the base 1935-39=100, stood at 254.5 for April, 244,2 for

March, and 224.,5 for April, 1947,

Department stores continued the series of merked increases of the peast months
when sales moved 20 per cent gbove April 1947 volume. Women's epperel shops
ranked second with a gain of 19 per cent and were followed by food end men's eloth-
ing stores with increases of 15 per cent and 14 per cent, respectively. Only
these four trades recorded geins exceeding the aversge rise in ssles, each of the
remaining 10 trades reporting increases of smaller proportions,
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On the whole, gains for the individual trades in April were strikingly similer
té their average geins for esrlier months of the year with little indication of
any recent shift in the pattern of consumer purchases. Recently, soft goods have
teen absorbing lerger proportions of the sales dollar then durstles, increases for
food and apparel remeining well ahead of those for furniture, rodio and electricel,
hardwere end jewellery.

British Columbia and Ontario continued to lead other regions in the extent
af axpansion in seles volume. British Columbia had a gain of 23 per cent for
April and 17 per cent in cumuletive results for the four-month period. Sales
increased 15 per cent in April in Onterio end =zversged 16 per cent higher in the
Januery-April period, Gains thus far in 1948 heve been moderate in the Meritime
Provinces znd Preirie Provinces, and results for individual trades show several

daclines.

WHULESLTE AND BT L POCD TRADE Wholesele grocers' sales in April were 14 per

cent higher in dollar volume tnen in the corr-
tsponding month last year end 12 per cent above the preceding month., An increase
of 24 per cent over last year was reported for Quebee and British Columbia, 14 per
cent for the Prairie Provinces, 10 per cent for Onterio, and five per cent for the
Muritime Provinces, The April gsin over 1947 for all Cenads was considerably
larger than recorded in the preceding months, comparing with ¢ cumulstive gain for
the Jenucry-April period of five per cent, Further, April gains in all regions
sxceeded the increases in sales for the four months.

Stocks in the hends of wholesale grocers ot the end of April were down two
pEr cBnt in value compered with the seme date & year ago and five per cent compared
with Merch 31, 1948. Wholessle grocers' inventories at the beginning of April
thiis year were valued only six per cent in excess of sales in that month as com-
pared with a normal 35 per cent.

Sales of fruit and vegetable wholesalers in April advanced six per cent from
March, but continued 1l per cent below the doller volume of April, 1947, a decline
in line with the trend in previous months this yeer. Sales in the Western Provinces
were down 21 per cent, in the Maritimes and Quebec, seven per cant, while Ontario
seled were two per cent lower,

April sales of 937 chain store units opereting in the food reteiling field
wor® 30 per cent higher thon sales of 929 stores reporting in April last year,
gains being recorded in all scctions of the country. Independent food stores
averaged eight per cent higher then in the same month of last year, Ontario showing
the largest increase st 12 per cent, followed by geins of nine per cent in the
Maritime Provinces and eight per cent in Quebec. Smaller gains were recorded in
wmstaTa Canala, rasgiag from on® pAr cent in Menitobe to six per cent in Saskstchewan,

CAHADIAYN LS20UR THCOME 1H MLRCE  Lsbour income in Cansda in March is estimated

at $533,000,000, down $7,000,000. from the Feb-
rusry figure, but up $58,000,000 from March 1947, Although increascs were registered
in the woges, salories =nd supplementery lsbour income esrned in agriculture, mining,
transportation and services, the geins were not sufficient to counterbalance the
drop in the totel psyments of the logging, menufacturing and construction indus-
tries, During M=rch there was s seasonal contraction of operations in the woods
#nd a minor slump in employment, generslly accompanied by slizhtly lower levels of
AVATEZS waakly aarnings in these industrias,
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For the first quarter of 1948, the totel labour income was $194,000,000
grester than that in 1947. 4 larger working force and considerably higher levels
of everage weekly esrnings, roised the 1948 qusrterly total to $1,607,000,000 as
compared with $1,413,000,000 in the seme puriod last year, Over the three-month
périod average weekly earnings in the nine lesding industries were¢ about 13 per
cént higher in 1948 than in 1947.

The quarterly Lebour Survey of the Dominion Buresu of Statistics shows e8-
timates of 3,245,000 paid workers in the labour force on Februsry 23, 1948 as
compared with o similar total of 3,154,000 on Msrch 1, 1947, The number of paid
workers in asgriculture showed the lorgest increase from 69,000 in Mnrch, 1947 to
107,000 in Februery, 1948, While the totzl of labour incoms in the first quarter
of 1948 was about 13 per cent higher thon in the same period of 1947 the aversge
of the cost of living index was 17 per cent higher,

WORLD WHEAT CROPS FROSPECTS The outlook for the 1948 world wheet crop continues

GENERALLY FAVOURLBLE generally fevoureble, with encouraging conditions in

the four aajor exporting countries and indicetions of
substentially larger crops then last year in Europe ¢nd Asia, according to the
monthly review of the world wheat situation by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

In the United States -- which will be the first of the four masjor exporting
countries to harvest the new crop -- the May 1 forecast placed the winter wheat
crop at 845 million bushels, down 15 million bushels from the April 1 estimate but
nearly 23 per cent above the l0-year average of 689 million bushels, snd late
reports indicate that conditions were guite well maintained through the month of May.

No official estimates are available yet for the United States and the Canadian
spring wheat crops, but reports to date are generally optimistic as to prospects.
The season is extremely lete in much of the Canadian West but excellent seeding
and” growing weather in recent weeks has done much to offset the effects of a cold,
wet spring. Intended acreages of spring wheat are down somcwhat from 1947 levels
in both countries. In Australia and the Argentine harvest time is still msny months
away, but good progress has been made with seeding.

Further reins have fallen over much of Europe, and thé genseral situation is
reported to be very favourable. In Roumania the wheat acreage is estimated at
6,715,000 acres, somewhat above the goal announced last year and, barring drought
or rust, the yield is expected to be about 14 bushels per acre compared with nine
bushels last year, which would provide a wheat outturn of 94,681,000 bushels as
against the official estimate of 52,320,000 bushels last year. Trade reports
indicate that hot weather has followed bsneficial rains in the Scoviet Union, where
the general crop outlook appesrs to be favourable. Realization of these good
prospects on an acreage reported larger than last yesr should result in significant
gquantities of grain being available for export from Russia in the 1948-49 season.

A recent private estimote places the probable French wheat crop st 292 million
bushels, which is far above last year's unrcvised estimote of 150 million bushels

and compares with the 1935-39 aversge of 286.5 million. 1In JTtaly tiec winter wheat
acreege is somewhat sbove the 1947 level and indicztions in mid-May, according to a
trade source, were for a wheat crop of about 232 million bushels; last year's
unrevised production estimate wes 205 million end the 1935-39 outturn was 279 million.
In Germeny near normel yields are znticipated, and in Spein a goud average crop of
wheat and barley is expected.

Both India and China also zxpect significantly greater wheat crops in 1948
than were hasrvected in 1947,
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CROP JONDITIONS IN CuaNAD4:  Crop conditions over the grester part of the Prairie

Provinces wers quite well mointuined during the second
weck of June, with timely showers benefiting meny districts in Saskotchewsn and
southérn Alberta. Roccent heavy reins, however, in the Claresholm, Cerdston srea of
south-western Alberts have delayed secding to the point where it is estimated that
total crop acreage in that district moy be as much s 15 to 20 per cent below
normal. Seeding is practically completed in Manitobs and Szskstchewan with a smell
percentage of coarse grains remsining to be sown in Albsrte. Tomperstures during
the past week have ranged generally above normal.

Precipitation since Lpril 1 in albertz and Manitoba is still above normal but
has dropped 22 per cent below normal in Saskatchewan., Sub-soil moisture reserves
sre deemed to be quite genorslly satisfactory over most of the Prairies as yet,
With the exception of a few areas where moisture supplies are still excessive,
general reins would now be welcome in all three provinces to rerlenish top-soil
moisture supplies and to facilitate germination and growth of late seeded crops
particularly, Insect infestations are not serious except in south-central, west-
central eand north-western regions of Saskatchewsn where grasshopper dampge 1is
continuing 2nd extensive control measures sre under way, Serious wire worm damage
is also reported from western Saskatchewen.

Serious floods in British Columbie have prevented correspondents from ass¢ss-
ing the damsge in the Frascr 2nd Kootenay Valleys, =2lthough it is known to be
scvere, In the Okancgen Valley, however, conditions are still promising. Good
crops of apricots, peaches and apples sre looked for but pears, cherrics and

prunes are expected to be light crops in some orchards.

Beneficisl rains and higher temperatures in the first two weseks of June have
considerably improved the outlook for production of all field crops in Ontsrio,
With conditions favourable to rapid growth spring grain crops generally look very
promising. Increased acreages ore indicated for soy beans, flax, spring grains
ond-corn for husking, whiles reductions are expected in creas sown to buckwhsat,
sugar beet, corn for ensilsge and root crops. Fruit and vegetable crops are making
rapid progress after having been retarded by unfavourabls weather conditicns in
May. Planting of the flue-cured tobacco is practically completed and good progress
has been made with otner varioties. Althouzh seeding operations were completed in
good time in northern Ontario, rain is badly needed in most northern districts far
hay, pasturc¢ and grain crops.

Favourable weather in Quebce during the first two weesks in June helped most
fermers to finish their secding, but in the lower St. Lawrence arez flood conditions
have retardod sceding operations in some districts. The growth of grass is heavy
and a good hay crop is in prospsct. Grain crops are, in guneral, a few days earlier
than a year ago. Crop prospects for apples end strewberries are above aversge.

Work on the land is being delayed by frequent resins throughout the Meritime
Provinces, Seeding of cereals is not yet completed end from 20 to 50 per cent of
the potato acreage is still to be planted. Hay meadows and pastures are very
promising with clovers particularly good.

STOCKS AND MARKETINGS OF Stocks of Cznadian wheat in store or in transit in

WHEAT AND COARSE GRAINS North America at midnight on June 3 amounted to 53,096,-
000 bushels compared with 56,516,000 on May 27 and

77,248,000 on the corresponding date last year. Deliveries of wheat from farms in

the Prairie Provinces during the week ending June 3 totalled 2,821,000 bushels com-

pared with 1,371,000 in the preceding week.
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BUTTER STOCKS SEASONALLY HIGHER Continuing the upward seacoual movement, stocks

of creamery butter in nine civies of Canada on
June 1l totalled 6,862,000 pounds compared with 3,649,000 on June 1. Following
were the stocks by cities, totels for June 1 being in brackets:. Quebtec, 583,000
(282,000) pounds; Montreal, 2,777,000 (858,000); Torento, 1,433,000 (1,083,000);
Winnipeg, 862,000 (522,000); Regina, 142,000 (89,000); Saskatoon, 215,000 (141,000);
BTomonton, 403,000 {371,000}, calgary, 245,000 (155,000); Vancouver, 196,000 (143,000).

STOCLS OF DATRY AnD POULTEY tooks of creamery butter in-cold storage and in
PRODUCTS ON JUNE 1 transit in June 1 amounted to 11,732,000 pounds,
showing a sessonal incre=nce of 0,451,000 pounds over
the May 1 figure, but down 12,154,000 pounds from the June 1, 1947 total of
23,884,000 pounds, Cheese stocks on June 1 were 27,159,000 pounds compared with

2,091,000 on May 1 and 26,791,000 & year &go.

Stocks of eveporsted whole milk held by or for monufacturers on June 1 amounted
to 9,386,000 pounds, well obove the May 1 figure of 5,130,000 pounds, but down
sharply from the June 1, 1947, total of 26,595,000 pounds. H:idings of skim milk
powde:r were 6,617,000 pounds as ageinst 4,036,000 on May 1 and 5,313,000 a year ago.

Btocks of shell eggs on June 1 amounted to 23,916,000 dozen.compared with
17,515,000 on May 1 and 23,447,000 on th: same date last year, while the holdings
of frozen egg meats were 10,843,000 pounds compared with 9,794,000 on May 1 and
9,739,000 last year., Holdings of poultry msat were 13,213,000 pounds compered with
16,704,000 oo May 1 aad Al,0d47 200 last year.

MEA'T 5TOCES ON JURE ) Stocks of meat held by packers, sbattoirs, wholesale
butenérs and cold storage warehouses on June 1 amounted

%o 116,470,000 pounds compered with 120,386,000 on May 1 and 73,808,000 on the

corresponding date last year. Lard stocks totzlled 3,7€5,400 pounds compared with

-,%34,5J0 on May 1 and 2,018,200 a year ago.

Btocks of pork on June 1 totelled 83,685,700 pounds compared with 57,318,800
@ year ago, beef 24,173,500 pounds compsred with 14,835,700, veal 5,561,200 pounds
ccmpared with 4,931,100, =nd mutton ond lemb 3,049,200 pounds compared with 1,722, -
200.

SHOCKS JF WRUTL AND VEGETARIES Stosks of fruit, frocen and ia yreservatives,
amounted to 22,685,0C0 pounds on June 1 compared

with 25,910,000 on May 1 and 18,140,000 on the corresponding date last year,

according to the Dominion Bureeu of Statistics, Holdings of vegetables, frozen

and in brine totalled 6,728,000 pounds compered with 7,910,000 cn May 1 and 4,016,-

O ¢on the seee date last vear.

FISE SIUCKS YNCREASED O FURE 1 Stoeks of frozen fish were increased on June l,

i the total amounting to 31,999,500 punds compared
with 19,652,300 on May 1 and 29,408,100 on the corresponding date last year,
gccording to the Dominion Buresu of Stetistics. Juns 1 holdings were as follows,
totals for the same date last year being in brackets: cod, 5,034,300 (6,713,300)
younds; haddoeck, 1,252,000 (1,097,000); salmon, 2,810,800 (2,068,000); see herring
and kippers, 7,333,700 (7,044,200); other sea fish, 11,050,400 (10,247,000); and
inland f4sn, 1,509,000 (2,239,000},
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SHCURITY FRICE INDEXES

Juna 10, 1948 June 3, 1948 May 13, 1948

{1935-39=100)

Tvestcrs' Price Index

{100 Common Stocks) ...... 1203 119.8 114 .6
96 Inllusteiads ......... 114 .7 114 .6 108.6
LA WS NSBEEE . . . e s om0 bl 132.6 130.4 W3
S Banks ........ P 128.0 128,55 128.0

Hiﬁlpg_ﬁn&&k Price Index

(BOsShasiee) ... ... .%..0 . . 82.1 82.9 & .
R o L i I R U 63.6 65.4 65.4
b hase Metaly .......... L' 2 ) A8P.15 NLILC o8

WHCLESALE SALES IM APRIL  Wholesals sales in Canada during April were six per cent
SHOW INCREASED GAIN higher in dollar volume than in April last year and

eight per cent above this ysar's Msrch volume, the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics reports on the basis of statements from wholesalers
in nine lines of trade. Cunulstive dollsr sales for the four months ending April
were four per cent grecter than for the corresponding period last yeer. The general
unad justed index, on the base 1935-39 equals 100, rose to 284 .4 for April as com-
pored with 264.4 for March and 268.8 for April, 1947.

In the Prairie Provinces wholesele salecs in April continued below last year's
levael by two per cent, but geins were recorded in all other regions. Sales wers
twd per cent higher in the Maritime Provinces, 8.5 per cent both in Ontario and
Quabee, and 13 per cent in British Columbia.

#oth drug and grocery wholesalers reported a greater increese in April over
1947 than in the preceding months of 1948. Drug sales were up 16 per ceant and
&rocsrs' sales 14 per cent, the latter gain compering with an increase of five per
cent in cumulative sales for the four months over the like period of 1947, Seles
of tobacco and confoctionery wholesalers geined 11 per cent in the month and herd-
ware wholesalers seven per cent, Wholesalers of automotive equipment reported
8ales practically the same as in April lsst year.

¥ootwear wholesalers and fruit and vegetable deslers, whose sales have been
oalow 1947 volumes for some months, again recorded lower sales of two and 11 per
ceént respectively., Clothing sales, which showed an increase in March for the first
time this year, elso declined five per cent, Sales in the wholesale dry goods trade
dscreased eight per cent from April 1947, while cumuletive seles of dry goods whole-
salars for the first four months were five per cent higher,

Rholesalers' stocks at thé end of April wers valued 10 per cent higher than et
the same date last year and one per cent above the value at the end of March, Auto-
aotive equipment dealers had the largest increase over last year at 30 per cent.
Hordware, dry goods, tobacco and confectionery, end drug wholesalers had inventories
vaiuad batesns: 17 and 11 per cent hizher.
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES Department store sales incressed 13 per cent in May over

the same month last year, cccording to preliminary figures
released by the Dominion Bursau of Statistics. Advances were shown for all sec-
tions of the country, Saskstchewan and Alberte shcwing identical gains of 24 per
cent and British Columbia @ rise of 20 per cent. In the Maritimes the¢ increase was
15 per cent, Quebec five per cent, Onterio 12 per cent end ldenitoba 11 per cent.

QUTPUT OF CENTRAL ELECTRIC Central electric stations produced 3,733,137,000
STATIONS IN AFPRIL kilowatt hours in April as compered with 3,764,129, -

OO0V in the preceding month and 3,727,377,000 in the
corrcsponding month last yesar., During the first four months of this yeer, 1l4,750,-
420,000 kilowatt hours were produced compered with 15,124,754,000 in the like
period of 1947,

i

Consumption of primary power in April -- production less exports and secondary
power -- totclled 3,324,393,000 kilowstt hours compared with 3,472,249,000 in Merch
and 3,001,561,000 in the same month of 1947. During the four months, January-
April, the aggregate was 13,371,254,000 kilowatt hours compered with 12,108,827, -
000 in the seme period last year.

FRODUCTION OF AUTOMOBILES IN 1947 Production of automobiles in Cenada in 1% 7

amounted to 258,015 units compered with 171,528
in the preceding year and 132,645 in 1945, according to preliminary figures issued
by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Despite the gain over immediately preceding
years, unit output wes lower than in the year 1941, when production for the armed
forces was at a high level. Vslue of vehicle output in 1947 was $298,518,669 com~
pared with $164,015,668 in 1946.

Reflecting the reconversion of this industry from wartime to peacetime production,
167,257 passenger cers were produced in 1947 against only 91,871 in 1946. Output of
trucks snd buses totelled 90,758 units, showing an increase over the 1946 output of
79,657 units, but a decline from the 130,777 in 1945, 158,038 in 1944 and 178,064 in
1943, Of the vechicles made in 1947, 191,395 units were made for smle in Cunzda
and 66,620 units were intended for export.

QUTPUT OF #WASHING MACHINES  Production of domestic washing machines rose toa new

AT NEW HIGH IN AFRIL bhigh month's totecl of 27,833 units in April, The
month's output compares with 27,032 units in March

and 16,975 in April last year., Agaregate production for the four morths ended April

was 103,285 units as against 60,209 in the similar period of 1947,

Output in April consisted of 24,684 electric machines compared with 14,495 a
year eerlier, 2,343 gasoline units as against 1,933, ond 806 band-opursted units
compired with 542 units. During the four months, Janusry-April, there were 92,100
electric machines turned out as against 51,536 in the seme period of 1947.

FRODUCTION OF COPPER AND NICKEL Production of new copper in all forms during
April smounted to 20,915 tons as compared with

21,079 tons in the previous month and 19,974 tons in April last yeer. Output for

the four months ending April totalled 81,553 tons, & 14.8 per cént increase over

the 71,000 tons produced in the corresponding period of 1947. Nickel production

in April increased to 13,195 tons compared with 10,479 tons in Merch and 10,021 tons

in April, 1947, Production for the first four months of 1948 wes 44,131 tons com=-

pered with 38,331 tons in the seme period last year, a 15 per cent inerease.
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STEEL PRODUCTION IN APRIL Production of steel ingots end steel castings during

April amounted to 264,300 tons, showing & decline from
the high point of 286,000 tons attained in the preceding month, but sbove last
year's April production of 252,200 tons, according to the Dominion Buresu of Stat-
istics. Output for the¢ first four months of this yesr eggregeted 1,046,700 tons
as against 1,000,900 tons in the seuwe period of 1947,

The April output of pig iron amounted to 170,800 tons compared with 172,700
in March and 160,700 in April last year., Four-month total was 654,600 tons as
against 653,100 in the like period of 1947. Production of ferro-alloys totalled
14,500 tons compared with 14,300 ia March and 13,000 in April lest yeer, and for

the Januery-aApril period waes 57,700 tons compared with 46,200 in the seme months
of 1947,

PRODUCTION OF COAL AND COKE  Censdien production of coal in Merch amounted to

1,644,900 tons, showing a sharp rise over the March
1947 total of 977,100 tons, Most of the cosl mines in Alberte and British Columbia,
which hsd been on strike since January 16, resumed operations during March.
Production in March last yesr was greatly reduced es coal mines in Nova Scotis and
New Brunswick were idle as a result of strikes,

March output of coke amounted to 334,000 tons compared with 291,000 in the
preceding month and 308,000 in the corresponding month last year, During the first
three months of this year, 948,000 tons were produced compzred with 935,000 in
the sazme period of 1947,

SA'ES OF FRODUCTS MADE Reaching the highest monthly total since December last
FROM CaNADIAN CLAYS year, producers' sales of products made from Canadian

clays amounted to $1,143,084 in March compared with
$949,733 in February and $1,006,678 in the corresponding month last year. During
the first three months of this year, the value was $3,0753,546 as against $2,745, 399
in the similar period of 1947,

REFINED PETROLEUM PRODUCTS IN MARCH Output of refined petroleum products in
Merch totelled 5,251,500 barrels compared
with 5,006,000 in the¢ correspond ing month last year, bringing the first quarter
total to 16,109,500 varrels compared with 14,397,000 in the similar period of 1947.
Refineries used 5,703,400 barrels of crude oil in March compared with 5,290,800 a
year ago. Receipts of cruie oil during the month t otalled 5,910,600 barrels,
including 5,115,500 of imported oil and 795,100 from Canadiasn sources of supply.

SHIPMENTS OF ASBEST0S IN APRIL Shipments of asbestos from Cenadian mines during
April totalled 61,600 tons compared with 60,500
in the correspornding month last year, bringing the total for the first four months
of this year to 220,900 tons compared with 203,900 in the similar period of 1947.

Exports of asbestos in April amounted to 59,500 tons comparsd with 61,200
in the same month last year. During the four months ended April, exports totalled
209,300 tons compared with 192,800 in the like period of 1947,
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PRODUCTION OF PORTLAND CEiiNT Cenadisn production of Portlsnd cement was mein-
tained at a high level in April, totelling 1,033,000

barrels compared with 1,105,000 in the preeeding month end 933,000 in the corres-

ponding month last yeaer. During the first four months of this yesr, 4,156,000

barrels were produced compsrcd with 3,395,000 in the like period of 1947. Stocks

at plants end warehouses ¢t the end of April were 1,393,000 berrels compered with

1,163,000 on the scme dete lost year.

RADIO SALES IN MARCH Producers' sales of redio receiving sets declined sherply

in Merch, totalling 40,551 units compsred with 63,339 units
in the corresponding month last year, but increased over the preceding month's
totel of 35,833 units, First quarter ssled totclled 115,430 units as compered with
209,098 in 1947. Sales were lower in all provinces in March.

INDEX NUMBERS OF FARM FRICES  The index number of farm prices of egricultural
OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS products st 234,0 as of April 15, was 2,7 points
abovs the index for the seme date 2 month earlier
end 36.4 points above that of April 1947. Compared with the preceding month, farm
prices were higher for grains, livestock, dsiry products, vegetables, potstoes,
poultry and eggs. When compored with a year ago, gsins were recorded for prices
of every cless of agricultural produce considercd in the index except sugar bects,
maple products and furs,

FARM WAGES HIGHEST RECORDED May wage rates for form workers in Ucnada in 1948
were the highest recorded since the inception of
the Bureau's farm wage survey in 1940, With boerd provided by the employers, the
average foerm wage rate per dey for all Cansda at Mey 15 was ¢3.93% as compared with
$3.59 at the seme date in 1947. When po board was provided, the daily rate was
¢4.39 as ageinst $4.55 =2 year cerlier, The avergge monthly wage rote with board
for sll Conada wes $83,26 es compered with $77.01 a year ago. when workers pro-
vided their own bosrd the sverzge raie for men hired by the month ross from
$103.96¢ in May last yesr to $113.07 in May 1948, Provincial wage rates, in each
casc, were¢ led by British Columbia,

CAR LOADINGS ON CaNaDIAN RAILWAYS  Due to flood conditions in the western division,
complete data on carloadings ere not aveilable

for the week ended June 5, the preliminery figure standing at 77,680 cars compared

with 69,433 in the preceding week and 79,188 in the corresponding week last yesr.

loedings in the easstern division totalled 54,936 czrs, showing an increasse of

5.8 par ceant over the same week lest yesr,

PRODUSTICN AND DOMESTIC SALES  Production 4nd domsstic sales of rigid insulzting
OF RIGID ISSUL.TING BOnARD board both increased in ley as compared with the
seme month last yesr, the former smounting to
18,414,978 squore feet as sgsinst 17,013,051, and the latter, 12,473,615 squure
fect compered with 16,004,368 square fect. Production during the five months ended
M=y totalled 86,375,302 square feet s against 78,498,729 in May 1947, and domestic
sules, 73,527,534 squers feat compared with 60,166,532 in the seme months of 1947,
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PUBLIC HOSFITALS IN 1946 4 total of 1,505,000 patients received medicel care in
public nospitals for acute diseases in 1940, according

to reports received by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics from 595 of these institu-

tions. This was an increese of slightly more thon 11 per cent over 1945 when

1,352,000 patients were treated in 557 public hospitsls. The total of petient

days in 1946 was 10,818,000, giving en aversge stay of 11.2 days for ell petients.

Resident patients on the rolls of these hospitals et the beginning of 1946
totelled 39,306. A4dults and children admitted during the ycar numbered 1,254,807,
while live births totalled 210,482, making a total of 1,465,289 zdmissions for the
yeer, an incresse over 1945 of 9.7 per cent.

The 595 nospitals for scute diseas¢s nzd a capacity of 53,008 beds and cribs,
8,250 bessinets for newborn. Genersl public hospitals lied 46,409 or 37.4 per cent
of the totel number of beds znd c¢ribs, 7,51 or 90,8 per cent of the bassinets,
The number of beds ond cribs per thoussnd of the populstion was os follows by pro-
vinces: Prince Edward Islsnd, 2.7; Nova Scotis, 4.2; New Brunswick, 4.,0; Quebec,
3.9; Ontorio, 3.7; Manitobe, &4.6; Saskctehewan, 5.0; Alberta, 6,4; British Col-
umbia, 5.4; and Yukon and Northwest Territories, 1.4; and for,all Cencdz, 4.3,

There were 290 hospitals -- 23 more than in 1945 -- with orzenized medicsl
stefrs. Thest hospitals had 10,912 staff doctors, an increase of 2,153 from the
preceding year. The remsining 305 hospitals, which did not have orzonized staffs,
reported a total of 1,291 doctors who #ttended potients during the year. Of the
290 hospitals with orgenized staffs, 232 reported orgenized services or depesrtments.
There were 507 hospitels having X-ray facilities, 229 of which were organized;

329 hospitals had clinical lezborstories, 172 of which were organized; while 262 had
physiotherapy depsrtments, 142 of which were orgenized.

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS OF With a populetion of 307,494, the Winnipeg Metropolitan
WINNIPEG METROrOLIT:N i#RE. Area on June 1, 1946, had 75,231 occupied dwellings,

almost two-thirds of which were single homes, Of the
total dwsllings, 56,239 were in Winnipeg City and 56 per cent of these were single
homes,. For the letropclitan Area over 56 per cent of the tatal dwellings were
occupied by owners as compared with 50 per eent in Winnipeg City.

Thirty-five per cent of all occupied dwellings in the Metrupolitan Area were
built before 1911 and sgbout nine per cent in the period 1939-46., The highest prop-
ortion of the new dwellings was in the fringe areas outside of the city limits and
in the outer arsss of the city proper, particularly in the southwest section. Average
rooms per dwelling for the Metropolitan irea as a whole was 4.8 and the average
rooms per “pexrsen 1.2,

The greatest amount of crow’ing appeared to be in the central areas of Winnipeg
City, where the majority of dwellings were tenant-occupied apartments and flats.
Almost all homes within Winnipeg and St. Boniface were equipped with running water
as compared with 16 per cent in Brooklands Village. Similarly, a high proportion
of homes in Winnipeg and St. Boniface reported exclusive use of a flush toilet
than in the fringe areas,

Thesc and other housing facts by social areas, relating to dwellings attributes,
household facilities, household compasition, vslues of homes, monthly rents, etc,,
are contained in a bullctin issued by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics and com-
piled from information gathercd at tho 1946 Census of the Prairie Provinces,
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REPORTS ISSUED DURING THE WEEK

1. Wholesale Trede, April (10 cents).

2. Domestic Washing Machines, April (10 cents).

5. Sales of Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers, April (10 cems).

4. Copper and Nickel Production, April (10 cents).

5. Wire Fencing, April (10 cents).

6. Nails, Tacks and Staples, April (10 cents).

7. Metropolitan Area of Winnipeg; Housing Cheracteristics by Social Areas
Census of the Prairie Provinces, 1946 (10 cents),

8. Carloadings on Canadian Railways - Weckly (10 cents).

9. Refined Petroleum Products, fMarch (20 cents).

10. Farm Wage Rates, May 15, 1948 (10 cents),

11, Summary of Foreign Trade, April (10 cents).

12, Imports for Consumption, April (1O cents).

13, Retail Sales, April (10 cents).

14, Central Electric Stations, April (10 cemts).

15, Cold Storage Holdings of Meat and Lard, June 1 (10 cents).

lo. Stocks of Dairy and Poultry Products in Cold Storage, June 1 (10 eents).

17. Farm Population and Farm Workers, 194t. Weeks of Hired Labour and

Wages Paid, 1945 -- Alberts (10 cents).
18, Use of Electric Power in Manufacturing and Mining Industries, 1945
(25 cents).

19. Fertilizer Manufacturing Industry, 1946 (15 cents).

20, Summary of Monthly Transit Reports, 1947 (10 cents).

21, Coal and Coke Statistics, Mareh (10 cents),

22, Index Numbers of Farm Prices of Agricultural Products, aApril (10 cents).

23. Products Made from Canadien Clays, barch (10 cents),.

?4. Radio Receiving Sets, Merch (10 cents).

25. Primary Iron and Steel, March - Part I1I (10 cents),

26, Cold Storage Holdings of Fish, June 1 (10 cents).

27. Monthly Review of the Wheat Situation (10 cents).

#8. Cement, April (10 cents).

29. Asbestos, April (10 cents).

3. Aluminum Products Industry, 1946 (15 cents),

51. Current Trends in Food D istribution, April (10 cents).

3%. Preliminary Report on the iutomobile Manufacturing Industry, 1947 (25 cents).

33, The Jewellery and Silverware Industry in Canada, 1946 (25 cents).

34, The Soaps, Washing Compounds and Cleaning Preparations Industry, 1946

(25 cents),

35. Summary of Monthly Railway Traffic Reports for 1947 (25 cents).

3b. Stocks of Fruit and Vegetables, June 1 (10 cents).

%9. Annual Report of Hospitals in Canada, 1946 (25 cents),

f. Monthly Estimates of Cansdian Labour Income, March (10 cents).

9. Rigid Insulating Board Industry, May (10 cents).

40, Population, 14 Years of Age and Over, by Status, Occupstion Groups,
Industry Groups, Earnings and £mployment for Sociasl Area of Calgery
and Edmonton, 1946 (10 cents).

. ®rpduction of Iron and Steel, April (10 cents).

. Canadian Grain Statistics - weekly (1O cents),

. Telegraphic Crop Report, Cenada (10 cents).

oL i
ol vy B

Copies of these and other Bureau reports may be obtained on application to

the Dominioe Shobiesiaidn, Dealuisn Bureeu of Statistios, Ottawa.
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