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~~- HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS ISSUE =--

CANADLL.N LABOUR INCOME ROSE SHARPLY IN SEPTEMBRR to an estimsted totel of ¢651,-
000,000 from 604,000,000 in August. Increases in employment and average earnings
together with the payment of rotroactive increazes to employees of Cansda's two
mein railway systems, all contributed to the advancs,

AVERAGE HOURLY EALNINGS AND WEEKLY WAGES paid to hourly rated wags-earners by
leading Canadian manufacturers at October 1 buth wers at the highest levels in
the record which covers a period of 48 months.

. . -

CANADA H4D 4 FAVOURABLE TRADE BAL&NCE of $66,000,000 in October, slizhtly above the
September figure of ¢64,400,000 end the highest for any month this year,

. . .

VALUE.OF MERCHANDISE IMPORTED for consumption in Caneds reached the yéar's high
figure of (243,400,000 in Qctober.
«

. . .

COST-OF-LIVING INDEX NUMBER> for eight regicmal cities of Candda presepted divergent
tendencies betwoen October 1 and November 1, Jue mainly to the effect of seasgnal
factors on food price changes,

COMAMERCL.L PAILUREZ CONTINUED TO RISE in the third quarter of 1948, reaching a
total of 181, the Lishest since the same period of 1941, The totel was still:

below pra-war lsvals,

CANARDIAN PRCDUCTION CF PIG IRCN, FERRO~-ALLOYS AND STEEL INGOTS AND CASTINGS increased
curing Uctober over September, with ferro-alloys reaching a peak for the last
two years, znd ingsts and cestings at the highest level since May this yesr,

GROSS VALUE OF FRINCIFAL FIEID CKOES produced on Cenadian ferms in 1948 is estimated
at 41,595 million, the highest in a record extending back 41 years,

STOCKS OF CANADIAN WHEAT IN STORE or in transit in North america at midnight én
December 2 tot.lled 177,409,000 bush.ls, showing = decreese of 2,733,000 bushels .
from the totel for November 25, but an incrsesse of 52,028,000 over the amount
held on the corresponding dete last year,

. . .

INDEX OF FARM PRICES OF 4GRICULTURAL FRUDUCTS moved igwnwafd in Qctcobeyr for the
second month in succession.
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FAVOURABLE TRADE BALANCE IN OCTOBER Canada had a favourable overall trade balence

HIGHEST FOR THE YRAR

of 66,000,000 in October, slightly above the
September figure of 64,400,000 end the highest

for eny month tais year. In October last year there was a small adverse balance
of 800,000, During the 10 months ending October the favouravle balance aggregated

»327,600,000, nearly two and a
in 19417.

. There was e small adverse
of 49,700,000 as compared with

half times the 10-month aggregete of v134,200,000

trede balance with the United States during October
en sdverse balance of $86,200,000 a year ago,

according to figures releesed by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The cumulative
debit balance for the 10 months declined sharply to v2175,400,000 as against ,804,-
500,000 in the similar period of 1947,

October's favourable trade bzlance with tne United Kingdom amounted to
$36,500,000, an increase over the September figure of 424,100,000, but below
the balance of 448,700,000 in October last year. During the 10 months the credit
balance totalled $336,600,000 this year as compared with 3460,200,000 in 1947,

Canada's total foreign trade in October emounted to v552,900,000 as compared
with {508,200,000 a year ago and »507,700,000 in September this ysar. The gain

over October last yeer w:s due

to & substanticl rise in exports from 250,800,000

to $307,000,000, which offset by o wide mergin = moderete drop in imports from

254,500,000 to 4243,400,000.,

Ro-exports in October were slightly lower than a

yeer ego et 2,500,000 compared with +2,900,000.

Aggregate value of external trade for the 10 months this year was 4,661, -
200,000 as against v4,455,000,000 last year, lierchandise imports totalled
v2,166,800,000 as compared with v2,150,700,000, domestic ecxports 2,465,100,000
as compured with ,2,255,600,000, and foreign exports «29,286,000 as against

429,256,000,

LdPORTS IN OCTOBER Velue of merchondise imported for consumption in Canzde

HIGHEST FOR THE YEnR recched

the year's high figure of ,243,400,000 in October,

Tnis wes 421,700,000 higher than in September, but 11,100, -

000 below the monthly cll-time
yeer, Aggregate value for the

peak of 254,500,000 registered in Qctober lsst
first 10 months of this year wes ,2,166,800,000 as

Sompered with $2,150,700,000 in the like period last yoar,

The upward trend in the va
was continued in October, while
Qctober imports from British co

lue of imports from Britis“ Commonwsalth countries
purcheses from foreign countries moved downwerd,
untries were valued at v21,900,000 as compared

with $35,300,000 a yeor ago, and in the 10 months, 415,400,000 compared with «286, ~
§U0,000. October total from foreign countrics was +191,600,000 compared with
219,200,000 a yoar ago, and in the 10 months, 1,751,400,000 compared with +1,864,-

200,000,

Imports from theé United States in October were again lower than a yeer ago,

being valued at $160,211,000 as
eénding October the value was ¢l
the same period of lest year.
two-thirds of the total for all
period.,

compared with ¢190,438,000, During the 10 months
482,945,000 as compered with +1,658,627,000 in
Imports from the United Stetes sccounted for about
countries both in the month and in the cumulative
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Contiruing the upwerd trend, purchsses from the United Kingdom moved up to
¥29,257,000 in Cctober from last year's corresponding total of $18,269,000, This
brought the cumulztive tctal for the 10 months ending October to 9246,550,000 as
compered with ¢151,269,000 in the same period last year.

Imports from Letin imerican countrics es 2 group were slightly lower in value
in Octobser, but were substontially higher in the cumuletive period. Total for the
month wes 20,528,000 as compared with »21,275,000 a ysar ego, ond in the 10 months,
+187,799,000 as egainst $133,394,000,

Among individual countries, Vene¢zuesla was the third lergest source of supply
for Cenada's imports in October, acesunting for s total of v10,518,000 as against
24,914,000 a yeer ago, bringing the aggregate for the 10 months to ;81,036,000 as
compered with $33,020,000. Purchoses from British llalaya in October -- fourth
largest source -- amounted to 3,165,000 (4609,000 lest yeer); iustralie, ;2,391,000
(v1,182,000); Indie, 42,495,000 (,5,219,000); British Guizna, %2,099,00u (42,009,000);
San Domingo, 42,059,000 ($832,000),

Only two of the nius mein commodity groups -- non-metallic minerals and
chemicals -- showed increeses both in the month snd cunulative period, The irom
and products group was sligntly higher in the 10-month periocd but lower in Octcber,

Imports of non-metellic minerals and products in October amounted to $62,600, -
000 as against ;49,284,000 a year ago, and in the 10 months to $510,310,000 as
compered with ,371,295,000, 4 lerge part of the rise in the month and cumulstive
periocd was duc to advances in coal, erude petrosleum and petroleum praoducts, Group
totel for chemicals wes 410,838,000 as compared with ,9,940,000 in Octoter last
year, and in the 10 months, 97,497,000 as compared with ,;94,821,000,

The iron products group of imports wacs valued at +69,753,000 in October as
compared with ,74,020,000 in the corrssponding month last year, while in the 10
menths the aggregate was ,644,801,000 as compared with $¥638,019,000, The decline
in the month wes due fer the meat part to reductions in automobiles, household
and other non-farm mechinery,

The agricultural snd vegsteble products group fell from #41,294,000 in
October last year to 32,461,000, with declines in fruits, nuts, grains and products,
tea and vegetables oils, Sugar £nd rubber were among the larger increases. 1In
the 10 months the group egaregate was #279,153,000 as compared with v292,690,000
8 year asgc. ‘ 3

Animels end enimsl projucts were imported in October to the value ad $6. 307,080
€6 compersd with 43,375,000 lest yesr, end in the 10 months, ol, 778,000 compared
with $74,068,000. The month's imports of fibres end textiles emounted 1o +39, 572,000
compared with 32,613,000, und in the cumulative period, 289,750,000 compered with
330,620,000,

Group total for non-ferrous metals in the month wes #14,725,000 as compared
with $15,637,000 a year age, and in the 10 months, 126,733,000 compered with
v135,689,000. Wood and paper products group in October totelled w6,378,000 as compared
with 8,348,000, bringing the 10-month tctel tu v01,109,000 compared with 76,517,000,
October total for the miscellansous group was 49, 7+4s,000 compered with +14,952,000,
and in the 10-month period, $95,178,000 compared with ,136,976,000.
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GROSS VALUE OF 1948 FIELD CROPS Gross value of principal field crops produced on
AT ALL-TIIIE PEAK Canedian farms in 1948 ie estimated by the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics at 1,595 million.
This is the highest gross value in a record extending back 41 years, The Buresu's
estimate is based on average prices received by fzrmers from Auzust 1, beginning
of the crop year, to the end of November only,

Only once, in 1919, has the ¢1,500 million level been previously exceeded, and
only twice, im 1920 end 1947, have field crop values been in excess of $1,400
million. High prices were largely responsible for the enhanced values of production
in each of these years,

This year's wheat crop is valued at §550.4 million, an increase of $95 million
over last year's level. While the average price of 1948 wheat is five cents per
busnel more than in 1947, most of the increased value accrues. from the additional
56.6 million bushels of whest produced this year. The total value of the oat crop,
despite a lower average price, is also up nearly 57 million.

With barley production only moderately above 1947 levels and & lower average
price ruling during the first four months of the ¢rop year, the total value of this
crop is down about 42 million as between the two years. The production of rye was
nearly doubled in 1948, but the price drop has been so pronounced as to cut the
value of this crop by over ¢8 million from the 1947 figure, There is a somewhat
parallel situation with potatocs and dry beans, increased production being more
than offset by lower prices; the value of the potato crop declining nearly 16
million and that of becans nearly ,1 million.

Production declines coupled with relatively smell changes in average prices
have resulted in somewhat lowered values this year for the dry pee, buckwheet and
hay and clover crops. The sugsr beet pricss used for 1948 ere initial payments
only, and upward revisions will be requircd in the value of this crop as soon as
the extent of the final payment is known in cach of the four provinces concerned,
The 1948 values of all other crops for which estimates have been included in this
releese are higher than those recorded for 1947,

Estimeted values of the 1948 fisld crops, with revised figures for 1947 in
brackets (thousends omitted): whest, 550,427 (4455,436); osts, $251,975 (p215,072);
berley, (144,648 (:146,553); rye, 35,114 1945,517); dry peas, 4,283 (;5,138)
dry beans, 6,874 (§$7,721); soybeans, v3,955 (+3,397); buckwheat, {4,904 (¥6,075);
mixed grain, $60,081 (,32,365); flexseed, v66,358 (,64,135); shelled corn,

%17,218 (412,506); potatoes, {83,881 (¢99,362); turnips, mangels, etc., $20, 581

{¥19,392); hay and clover, 248,249 (,251,154); alfelfs, 950,910 (438,965);

fg%d2§4;orn, $29,334 (419,654); grain hay, 10,080 (v9,264); sugar beets, $6,085
) .

Increases in gross value of production over 1947 levels have occurred in all
provinces except New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island where the drop in potato
prices seriously offected totcl value of production, particulerly in the former
province. The gruatest percentage increases in.value of production took place in
Onterio, Manitoba and Quebce in that order, excellent 1948 grain crops being the
chief factor responsible for the improved ' value position in these provinces, In
Alberta and Suskatchewan, higher wheat crop values were nearly offset by lower
rrices for other mejor crops, with the net result that gross value of production in
each province increcsed only one per cent over last year. :
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The following teble shows values of field crog production by provinces in 1948
and 1947 in thousend dollars, and volue and percentage changes:

Total Valuss Increase (+) or Decrease (-]
1941 1946,
Province Thousand Dollars Percent

Prince Bdward Islafd s..8:.¢ 25,270 22,812 - 458 -2
RiONG . SH0L IR win. vl Jilataan o R 1IN 23,345 . Selclh TR
TR R o AR Y M 36,894 - 7,284 -16
BRENE. ~ o o oo bo ds cam L0k | INLLAG 188,490 F 411
EREArLd 4., ..o, Do imatiEaliay RN 370,264 + 88,025 +31
R R S I 164,268 213,306 + 49,038 +30
DRSkatehowal ..:iiveilus.nann 593,302 296817 + 3,815 + 1
SRSRAT ., 054 o o dds o Loe e no- 1900, 200 309,232 - + 2,256 4l
BETtidk Colunb¥a . .u.cngs s ;o 1PET158 3 20T o1, 878 pay
CBARAER «Uuisseosan b vl LN GO 1, 394 a9 £k, 257 +11

The values of current field crop production in Canada are in strong contrast
with those recorded in the 1930's when valuss (based on depression prices) ranged
from y432 million in 1931 to »086 million in 1939. This year's Tigure is sbout
11 per cent above the revised gross value of produstion for 1947 and some 269 per
cent abeve the low point reached in 1931, Wwhile prices of some of the major Crops
have been lower during the current crop yeur then in 1947-48, generslly sharp
increasss in the 1948 production cf most ecrops more than offset reduced prices,
resulting in the substantiel increese over 1%47 in total velue of production,

The followingz table shows = comparison of the groes velue of field crop
production from 1931 to dete. Values for recent years have been revised to include,
where applicoble, the efrects of perticipation paysents for wheat and equalization
and adjustment payments for ocets, berley and flax. Upward revisiocns will subsequently
be required to allow for additional participestion payments which will acerue to the
1945, 1946, 1947 and 1948 wheet crop from the five-year pool now in operation., The
20 cents per bushsl peyment mede in 1948 covering 1945, 1946 end 1947 wheet marketings
he¢s been tuken into accecunt.

Gross Value of Cenadian Fisld Crup Production, 1931-1948

Thousand Dollars \ Thousand Dollars
R T e N LT T T S PN RS g, 704,299
o STV S T ) S RSN P T Y 704,761
_ TICTSY AR LIRS, us s o0 s o 5 o ieoy’ Banlih DE TGS
T S FIG e e 0T 1OGBRI ., . s o swvans (ot | R IR
B " 100 o 5 i s als e et SRS ATABE L o, cn o sbbndes s sons « P EROINSE
DR i hh i ohs LA RN w0 L0 194G ES s o5 o wlhd o aa s A Jh 1 TP
BT 44 505 b v apller « o "o o 00 | 1T N 2R8 P4 o dlb hada s 5 svie Lopt =4 JENEAIANAS
R P T ' LIRSVl o viaie s o oie diog 0 LS SRR
L AR SRR R T - 685,839 ity "9: S PN | AL e Ed 1,594,897

STCCKS OF COLD STORAGE FISH Stocks of frozen fish on December 1 emounted to 43,376,000
pounds compared with 46,391,000 on November 1 and 44,069, -
000 on the corresponding date last year., Of the current holdings, 40,390,000 pourds
were frozen fresh and 2,986,000 pounds frozen smoked.

Cod stocks on December 1 emounted te 7,362,000 pounds compared with 5,672,000 a
year ego, haddoecx 2,033,000 pounds compered with 1,540,000, salmon 10,342,000 pounds
compared with 11,572,000, sees herring 5,616,000 pounds compared with 8,015,000, other
sea fish 10,067,000 pounds compared with 14,184,000, and inlend fish 6,121,000 pounds
compared witnh 3,087,000,
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STOCKES AND LARKETINGS OF Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North
WHEAT AND COARSE GRAINS America at midnight on December 2 totalled 177,409,000
bushels, showing a decreuse of 2,733,000 bushels from
the total for November 25, but =n increase of 32,028,000 bushels over the emount
held on the corresponding date last year.

Deliveries of wheut from furms in the Froirie Provinces during the week ending
Deccmber 2 totalled 3,535,000 bushels es compered with 2,911,000 in the same week
last yeer, while the export clecrances totalled 3,553,000 bushels as against
2,944,000,

The following quantities of coerse¢ graeins were also delivered from ferms in
the Proirie Provinces during the week ending December 2, totels for the correspond -
ing week last yeor being in brackets: oats, 2,025,300 (1,848,200) bushels; barley,
1,185,400 (1,685,900); rye, 230,20 (46,800); flaxseed, 88,500 (55,300),

- —

STOCKS QF BUITER, CHRESE, Creamery butter stocks were lower on December 1, the
EGGS AND POULIRY HEAT  totel standing at 46,759,000 pounds compared with

53,910,000 on November 1, end 59,325,000 on the corres-
ponding date last year, sccording to the Dominion Buresu of Stetistics. This year's
December 1 total included 3,245,000 pounds of imported butter. Stocks of cheese
amounted to 37,495,000 pounds compared with 43,252,000 on November 1 and 37,877,000
a year ago.

Stocks of evaporated whole milk held by or for manufacturers amounted to 18, -
121,000 pounds, down from the November 1 figure of 21,439,000 pounds but up sherply
from the December 1, 1947, total of 6,460,000 pounds, Skim milk powder stocks
totelled 7,561,000 pounds compared with 8,943,000 on November 1 and 6,378,000 a
year ago.

Holdings of shell eggs on December 1 amounted to 1,180,000 dozen compared with
1,279,000 on November 1 and 2,701,000 a year ago., Frozen egg~-meat stocks totalled
8,490,000 pounds compered with 9,754,000 on November 1 and 13,194,000 last year,

Stocks of poultry msat were down to 16,916,000 pounds from 29,982,000 on
December 1 lust ycar, Holdings were as follows, figures for December g 15 58
being in brackets: broilers, 267,000 (517,000) pounds; chickens, 6,350,000
(12,251,000); fowl, 7,145,000 (13,218,000); ducks, 114,000 (188,000); geese, 327,000
(341,000} ; turkeys, 1,799,000 (2,321,000),

STORAGE STOCKS OF FRUITS 4ND  Stocks of fruit, frozen and in preservatives were

VEGETABLES ON DECHMBER 1 nigher on December 1 then a year ago, but were lower
; than on November 1, sccording to the Dominion Bureau

of Statistics, Holdings amounted to 37,926,000 pounds compared with 41,062,000

on November 1 and 34,043,000 on the corresponding date last year., December 1 stocks

of vegetebles, frozen and in brine, were 11,354,000 pounds compared with 12,477,000

on November 1 and 13,192,000 a year ago.

Storage stocks of Cenedien vegetebles on December 1 were sll increased over a
yeer earlior, prtatoes being up from 454,917 tons to 534,801, onions from V551902
tons to 22,779, beets from 1,722 tons to 2,529, carrots from 9,806 tons to L B0,
cabbages from 4,809 tons to »992, persnips from 1,041 tons to 1,683, and celery
from 179,428 cratcs to 1971958,

There were 27 tons of imported onions nnd 40 erntes of imported celery on
hand on December 1,



Decemher 18, 1948 D.B.S. WEEKLY BULLETIN Page 7

INDEX NULBERS OF FAHIK PRICES October witnessed, for the sccond successive month,
0F AGRICULTURAL FRODUCTS ¢ downward movement of the index of ferm prices of
agriculturel products, Lower prices for livestock
end potatous mere than cffset geins registered for dairy products, poultry snd sggs,
to account for a two point drop to e figurs of 251.1. The first significant decline
in nearly two years occurrcd in September of this year when the index ecsed from
a high of 255.8 to 253,1. iihils the October figure is below that of the preceding
month, it is substantially above the 208.6 estcblished in the same month a yeer a8go.

Provincial indexss were as follows, those for September being in brackets:
Prince Edward Islend, 195.8 (204.3); Nove Scotie, 207.3 (216,1); New Brunswick,
222.3 (225.7); Quebec, 271.2 (270.0); Onterio, 272.0 (273.9); Manitoba, 246.8
(249.1); Saskatchewan, 223.8 (225.5); Alberta, 249,2 (252.7); British Columbia,
250.6 (248,9).

HOURLY RARNINGS AND WERKLY WAstS  Average honrly earnings and weekly wages paid to
IN MANUFACTURING AT RECOKD HIGH hourly rated wage-earners employed by leading
Canadian manufacturers at October 1 both were at
the highest levels in the record which covers a period of 48 months,

Average hourly earnings of the 306,600 wage-earners for whom a record of
man-hours is kept, stood at 94,6 cents, an increase of 1.2 cents over the figure
reported for September 1, and 11,2 cents above October 1, 1947, Weges paid during
the week ending October 1 rose to y40.68 from ;38.95 at September 1 end $35.95
& year earlier,

In manufecturing as a whole, the wage-e¢arners worked an average of 43 hours
during the week ending October 1 as compared with 41,7 hours in the week of
September 1, and 43.1 hours a year ago.

Resumption of more normel ectivities efter the holiday season and the extrems
heat which had affected the situation in the week of September 1 together with
moderately rising employment, were largely responsible for the inereases in the
hours worked., Heightened industrial activity, resulting in larger production
bonuses and more overtime at premium rates, together with wage incresses in a
number of importent industries were factcrs in the increased hourly wage rate,

SECURITY FRICE INDEXES

December 9 December 2 November 11

(1935-39=100)

Investors' Price Index

(100 Common StocksS) wueeeveses 116.3 116.4 116.8
B InddBgrtcels | Gu. BERES o1 Il Lo Ine 42,8
16 TWilItids ~ .. LA DER T AL 210) 5 1i2ints 200k

D Bagke s ivec i o T 132.9 W52 o 1358

Mining Stock Price Index

L9 W8eeks) . Ltasres e . 82.5 82.0 82.1
25 GeldsS srnwmii DR EEE. 59.8 59..8 60,8
5 Base Motalsi,.ws. s Sl 1855 129 .8 1262
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CANADIAN LABOUR INCOME AGAIN  With e substsntial gain from inereases in employment
HIGHER IN SEPTEMBER and average esrnings boosted heavily by the peyment

of retroactive increases to cmployees of Canada's
two main 7railwoys, Canadicn labour income rose sharply to en estimeted total of
v651,000,000 in September from ;604,000,000 in August. During the first nine
months of this yeer labour incoms aggregated ,5,142,000,000 &s compered with
%4,470,000,000, an increase of 15 per cent,

Lump-sum payment of the 17 cent per hour wage ineresse for the period from
Msrch 1 to July 31, by the Canadisn Netional and Canadian Pacific Railways,
accounted for 431,000,000 of the 47,000,000 increase batwcen Lugust and Saptember,
The effect of the retroactive incresses was reflected throughout the large network
of enterprises owned and opirated by the railway systems. Employess engaged in
the operation of the rzilweys and their shipping services received 22,000,000 of
the increase, while those employed in locomotive, repair and other related snops,
hotels and a number of small esteblishments sccounted for the remainder.

The index of cmployment in the nine leading non-ggricultural industries rose
0.4 per cont from 132.5 at September 1 to 133.1 et the end of the month. Over
the same period sversge weekly carnings in thesc industries went up 86 cents to
¥41,67 at October 1, These incrzases caused substential relative gains in total
saleries and wages in menufscturing, trade and forestry. Sessonal harvesting
operations raised labour income in sgriculture.

Labour income in September was as follows by groups, totals for hugust being
in brackets (millions of dollors): agriculture, logging, fishing, trapping,
mining, ¢52 (y49); manufacturing, ,217 (9202); construction, 48 (448); utilities,
transportation, communication, storage, trade, 183 (#155); finance, services
including government, (121 (,121); supplementcry lsbour income, 31 (529).

COMMERCTLAL FAILURES HIGHER IN  Commercial failures continued to rise in the third
THIRD QUARTER OF THI3 YEAiR querter of 1948, reaching a total of 181, the highest
since the same period of 1941, The number of feilures
showed an incresse of sbout 33 per cent over the same period of 1947 when there wers
136, ond may be compsred with 64 and 55 for the yeers 1946 and 1945, respectively.
Despite the shorp inereéase over the third querter of 1947, feilures were considerably
lower than in the seme period of pre-war years, compsring with 343 for the third
quarter of 1939.

Failures rose uppreciably in the first nine months of 1948, totelling 606, also
the highest number since 1941, The increcse over the first nine months of 1947 was
about 51 per cent, the totzl for that puriod hoving been 402,

Estimeted current liabilitics for the third gucrter of this yeer were y4,140,000
compared with 2,597,000 in the same period of 1947. Liabilities for the nine-month
period totalled 411,262,000 compared with $7,130,000 for 1947. This is the nighest
total for the nine months since the pre-war yeer, 1939, when liabilities were
15, 577 008,

DEFARTMENT STORE SiliS UP Department stors sales increased 11 per cent in November
1l PER C:iNT IN NOVZMBLR over the same month last year, according to preliminsry
figures releasecd by the Dominion Bureau of Statistiecs.

On @ regional busis, British Columbia showed the largest gein of 21 per cent,

followed by Alberte ond the Mcritimes both with increzses of 18 per cent, S:skatchewan
14 per cent, Menitobs 12 per cent, Ontario seven per cent, and Juebec three per cent.
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COST-OF-LIVING INDEXES FOR cost-of-living index numbers for eight regicnzl 2ities

EIGHT RLGICNAL CITIES of Can.da presented divergent tendenciss between
Uctober 1 and November 1, due mzinly to the effect

vf' seasonal factors on food wrice changes. Clothing, houmefurnishings end services

#are higher at all centres,

Indexes for five of ths eight cities registered declines during the month,
Montresl, showing = decresse of 0.6 points and Halifax, Saint John, Toronts and
Vencouver identical decreases of 0,2 points, Indexes for the three cities in the
Froirie Provinces showed gains, thet for Saskotoon being up 0,5 points, kdmenton
0.3, end Winnigeg 0,2 points, Ovsr the same period the Dominion index registered
no change.

The following tuble comperes the latest city snd Dominion cost-0f-living indexes.

November 1, 1947 Det sbar (1, 1848 November. 1, 1948

(August, 1939=100)

BEREFaX , 4. M., ok oo ks 140.6 52, 42 W5 2050
SEs I TS 378w 00 s % o Ldeli 4 Ao 156/42
ERBGRERL 5. ) ineu.n oy iy 146,3% 555 .4 162.5
PR DL & ... . e &% s 14155 1L LS55z
IRDIEEEA *,.. . 300 13972 152.8 15340
BB O 20~ 4 54 b Te o i s 4k 145.3 161.8 162,3
Edmontan Ces s s et s aaole 13807 153v9 15402
WBNEBOWYOD auvds i’ i) Ppnind 14354 1065 355 il gl

D Lon - (v vieOnt as 1i2,5 558.9 158.3

The city indexes snow changes in living cssts for each city end compare the
extent of risv es between cities. They do nct, however, compare actual levels of
living cests.

IRON AND STEEL FRODUCTION  Canadian production of pig iron, ferro-allecys and

INCRE.LSED. IN OCTUBER stuel ingots and castings incressed during Cetober

over September, with ferro-alloys recching s peak
figurs for the lost tws years and ingots and cestirngs a3t the highest level since
ey this year,

Output of pig iron during the month, according to figures released by the
Dominion Byreau of Stetistics, amounted to 186,424 tons compared with 182,465 tons
in September and lo3,335 tons in Uctcber last ysar, Cumulctive total for the
10 months this yeocr rose tc 1,779,905 tons as ageinst 1,630,149 tons in 1947, The
October output consisted of 164,184 tons of busic iron, 13,760 tuons of foundry iron
and 6,480 tons of malleable ircn,

Ferro-elley production jumped sherply in Ootober to 19,489 tons from 42,348
tons in September and was well sbove lest year's October figure of 14,691 tons,
Frevious monthly peaic was 18,430 tons in May this year. During the 10 months
ending Gctober, preduction aggregated 147,099 tons compared with 127,393 tons
last year.

October jproduction of steel ingots and castings combined was 231,866 tons as
compared with 257,865 in the preceding month and 256,461 tons a year ago. Ths
month's output was the third highesi this year, beoing excesied in May and Merch,
Cumulative output for the 10 months was 2,643,253 es compared with 2,440,025 tons
in the ccrresponding 1947 periad,
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PRODUCTION OF WIRE NALILS Production of iron =nd stecl wire nails rose to a new
4T L. LL-TIME HIGH ell-time monthly high in October, the month's output

emounting to 7,974 tons. Tais comperes with the
preceding month's figure of 7,798 tons end 7,443 in the corresponding month last
year, according to tne Dominion Buresu of Statistics. During the first 10 months
of this ye=zr, 71,209 tons were produced &s egainst 64,102 in the similer period
last year,

Shipments of iron and stcel wire nails resched the highest monthly total since
October last yeer. This yeer's October totzl amounted to 8,072 tons as against
8,058 in September and 8,241 in October, 1947. Cumulative shipments for the yeer
to date amounted to 73,778 tons compered with 65,107 in 1947,

Production of stesl wire amounted to 28,064 tons in October compared with
28,619 in Septembe; and 29,489 in October lost yeer, bringing the aggregate for
the 10 months to 265,739 tons compered with 262,124 last yecr,

Output of steel wirc fencing 1in October totalled 1,710 tons as compared with
1,613 in September and 2,297 in October, 1947, In the 10-month period, production
amounted to 20,006 tons os ageinst 21,772 in the same months last year,

ACTIVITY IN THE CANADIAN  ictivity in the Canadian mining industry is &t a high

MINING INDUSTRY level. Production figures for Septumber show that the
month's output of all but one of 16 of Canade's leading

mineral products moved upward, while in the nine months production wes advanced

in all but two items. In September the decrease was in gypsum, wnile in the
cumuletive period, lead snd salt were lower.

This year's nine-month production was os follows by items, fizures for the
seme¢ period of 1947 being in brackets: asbestos, 522,728 (479,228) tons; cement,
10,697,367 (8,923,008) barrels; clay products, ¢12,273,702 (¥10,477,532); comal,
12,857,435 (10,617,021) tons; copper, 360,424,259 (330,378,928) pounds; feldspar,
35,515 (20,291) tons; gold, 2,582,304 (2,284,405} fins ounces; gypsum, 2,284,564
(1,829,175) tons; lead, 238,394,546 (245,311,444) pounds; lime, 764,577 (713, 841)
tons; notural gas, 41,719,dél (37,460,451) M cubic feet; nickel, 190, 218,273
(171,406,866) pounds; petroleum, 8,649,474 (5,516,421) barrels; salt, 546,413
(551,409) tons; silver, 10,980,206 (9,331,200) fine ounees; zine, 24907, 631
(305,423,121) pounds,

Ci{RIO/DINGS ON CAlN.DIAN RAILLAYS Czrlozdings on Cgnzdian railways for the week

ended December 4 declined to 81,306 cars from
85,313 cars for the rroceding week and 81,360 cars for the corresponding week last
year, according to figures released by the Dominion Bureasu of Stetistics, The
decline was sessonal and probably will continue for the anext four weeks,

The cumulative totzl for the 49 weeks at 5,861,432 cers exceeds the high recard
established in 1947 by almost 124,000 cars, or 5.3 per cent. The year's total will
likely pass the 4,000,000 m:rk for the first time,

Compared with 1947 loadings, grain preducts and live stock continued light,
Coal declined from 7,513 to 7,019 cars, pulpwood from 3,725 to 2,672 cars end lumber
from 4,327 to 3,608 cars, Shipments of automobiles increased from 950 t- 1,186 cars,
end l.c.l. merchandise from 17,732 to 19,050 cars,
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FURTHER IMFROVEMENT IN WMeasured by the number of juveniles brought tefore the
JUVENILE DELINGUBNCY courts end the number of conviections for offences ageinst

the law, juvenile delinquency in Canads during 1947 showed
# continuation of the downtrend indicated eince 1943, according to the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics,

The number of children brought before the courts during 1947 fell to 8,265
from the preceding year's total of 8,707, a deecline of slightly more than five per
cent, Jonvictions also were lower, totalling 7,545 in 1947 as compared with 7,856.

Young offenders chargsd with ma jor offences decreased from 5,409 in the pre-
ceding year to 5,152 in 1947, o decline of 4.8 per cent, while the convietions fell
from 4,949 to 4,685 or by 5.4 per cent. The number charged with minor offences
end disposed of by the courts wis 3,113 compared with 3,298, a decrease of 5.6
per cent, while the convietions fell from 2,907 to 2,362,

An outstending point of interest lies in the fact that the total number of
ma jor offences in 1947 for all delinqguents is lower than any figure reported since
1924, The reductions in 1947, which ecccunt for this imprcvement, sre to be found
in fewer cascs than in 1946 of aggravated assault and wounding, endangering life
on reilway, theft and receiving stolen goods, wilful demage to property and imuorality.

In 1947 it was the younger children whu showed an increase in the number of
me jor offences over those of 1946, They were of both sexes, seven and eight years
of age, 1l0-yecr old girls and 1l snd 1l2-yesr old boys.

Over 37 per cent of major offences involving boys were comaitted by lads of
12 years of age and younger. Juveniles of 14 and 15 yeers of ags were responsible
for 55,8 per cent of the convictions for mejor offences committed by girls and
45.8 per cent of those committed by boys.

Over a 10-yser period, only about one in every four of ths juveniles brought
before the court for major offsnces failed to profit by the warning given to them
and mede a8t least = sucond appearance, The figures in 1947 show 72.1 per cent
were first offenders, 14.4 per cent appeared in court o second time, seven per cent
e third time, 2.9 per cent = fourtin end 3.6 per cent five or more times,

CVER 8,000 DWELLING UNITS Durimg October an sstimated 8,164 dwelling units were
CONMPLETED IN OCTUBER completed in Csneds, bringing the estimated totel for

the 10 months this year to 53,402 units, the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics reports., October completions weru the highest for any month
this year, as buildsrs shifted their emphasis from starts tc¢ completions.

During the 10 months this year constrnstion was commenced on 78,553 units
end at the end of October the number under construction stood et 62,890, For
the first time since April, complctions in October excesded starts. At the same
time, although below the level of April to Scptember, sturts in Qctuber numbering
7,457 were at a high rats for the time of year, and the carry-over into 1949 of
dwelling units under construction will probably cxceed 59,000 as compared with
42,215 units at the begirning of this year,

The average length of time required to build the dwellings complsted in
October was 6.1 months, suowing an inerease over the low of 5.4 months in September,
This is ettributed to a shift in emphasis from storts to coupletions, the Bureau
pointing out thet meny urits under construction fur some time are now being com-
pleted tu gat tiem realy Cor winter occeupsncy.
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REPORTS ISSUED DURING THE WEEK

1, Stecks of Deiry end Foultry Products, December 1 (10 cents),

2. Housing Bulletin No, 10 (10 cents).

3. Juvenile Delinquents, 1947 (25 cents).

4, Sales cof Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers, October (10 cents).

5. Births, Deaths and Marrieges, October (10 cents),

6. Production of Iron end Steel, October {10 cents).

7. Carloadings on Canadien Railways - Weekly (10 cents).

8. The Motor Vehicle in Canada, 1947 (25 cecnts).

9. Commercial Feilures in the Third Quarter of 1948 (15 cents).

10, Trade of Canads: Exports of Cenedian and Foreign Produce, October

(25 cents),

11, Cenadian Grein Statistics - Weekly (10 cents),
12, Cold Storege Holdings of Me=zt and Lerd, December 1 (10 cents).

13, iAdvance Report on the Fisheries of New Brunmswick, 1947 (10 cents).
14, llonthly Treffic Report of Reilwsys, suzust (10 cents),

15. Production of Canade's Leading Minerals, September (10 cents),

1. Shipments of Primary Iron and Stecl, September (10 cents).

17. Imports for Consumption, October (10 cents).

18, Monthly Summery of Foreign Trede, October (10 cents).
19, Hides, Skins and ILesther, October (10 cents),

20. Sgocks of Fruit and Vegotables, December 1 (10 cents).

21, Index Numbers of Farm Prices of Agricultural Prcducts, October (10 cents).
22. Gold Production, September (10 cents).

23. Average Hours Worked snd Average Hourly Earnings at the Beginning of

October (10 cents).

24, Pack of Plums, 1948 (10 ccnts).

25. Stocks of Fisn in Cold Storage, December 1 (10 cents).

26. December Estimate of Valus of Field Crops (10 cents),

27. Monthly Estimetes of Canadien Lebour Income, September (10 cents),
28, Farm Holdings Cross-Clessified by Size, Tenure, Type, and Value of

Products, Saskatchewan, 1946 (10 cents).

29, Domestic Type Electric Refrigerators, October (10 cents),

30, Steel Wire, October (10 cents),

31. Wire Fencing, October (10 cents).
32, Nails, Tacks an¢ Staples, October (10 cents).

33, Domestic Washing Machines, October (10 cents),

Copies of these¢ and cother Buresu reports mey be obtained cn application to
the Dominion Statisticien, Dominion Burceu of Statistics, Ottewa,
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