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l --- HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS ISSUE <--

CANADA'S OFFICIAL CuBT-0OF-LIVING INDEX FELL FROM 159.6 to 155.9 between November 1
nnd December i, 1948, The fall of 0.7 points waes due to a drop in the foods
indwx, all other groups belng frootionally hlgner or unchanged,

- - -

CHEGUES CASTED AGAINST INDIVfJU“; ACCOUNTS topped all previsusly recorded monthly
totals in November, smounting 8o 3,022,000,000 as compered with §6,774,000,000
in November, 1947,

. . .

DEPARTMENT STORE SALES ROSE 10 PLR CENT iu November to reach a total of 89,706, Uu)
as compered with 81,579,000 in the corrssponding month last year. : ‘

. - -

TOTAL LLHERAL FRODUCTION of Canade reached anm all-timé high valuas in 1948,

with vetues of mein clesses of minerals alsp at yaoeed Jawels,

iy . .

CANADIAN WHEAT IN STORE OR IN TRANSIT in North imericz at midnight on December 23
smounted to 172,294,000 bushels, down 2,830,000 bushels from the December 16
figure but up 50,536,000 bushels over last yezr's corresponding total,

STO;ﬁﬁi“F CREAMERY BUTTER in nine cities of Casnada on Januery 1 this year emounted
to ;,665 OOO pounds as compared with 28,803,000 & yeur earlier. Holdings of
chsddar chsssa totellsd 24,051,000 pounds compared with 20,148,000,

SALES OF WeW MCTOR VEHICLES reaciaed ¢ monthly peak for 1945 in November when
21,784 units were retailed for a total of $41,986,000,

. . .

FINANCING OF MOTOR VEHICLE SALES continued sbove 1947 luvels in Novembepr when 13,672
units were financed for a total of 412,693,000 -- 15 per cent higher than the
sales of 11,431 vahicles Tinanced for Qll,Ql?;OOJ . yuer 2)80.

DOLLAR SALLS OF CuNADIAN RETLIL MERCH/NTS averaged six yper cent higher in November
than in the corrnspondlné month of 1947 and were unchsangsd from October. The
average incrzase for the first 11 monthes of 1948 wes 11 per cent.

ACCIDENTS AT RAIL-HIGHWAY CROSSINGS claimed the lives of 151 persuus in Canada in
1947, en increase of 38 over the preceding year.
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COST-0OF -LIY*'} INDEX MOVED Sihowing the first decline of any consegquence sines
DOWN DURING NOVEMBER September, 1945, the Dominion Bureau of Statistice

cost-of-living index fell from 159,6 to 158.9 betwasn
November 1 and December 1, 1948. During the previous month the index had been
unchanged, and the decline during November brought the index back to the same
figure as recorded for September 1, The latest index standing compares wxith Lie.U
at December 1, 1947, 127.1 at tne same date in 1946, and 120,1 in 1945,

The fall of 0.7 points at December 1 was due to a drop in the foods index, all
other group indexes being fractionally higher or unchanged. An unusually shary
decreasse in the price of eggs and moderate reductions among meats, vegetables and
fruits sent the food index down from 204.7 to 202.0 between November 1 and Decemusr L.
In the previous montn the food indev had declined from 205.4 at October 1, making
e two-month's decline of 3.4 points.

As expected, the rent index adjusted quarterly, moved upward, from 121.

’
121.7, the incrsase representing ht nét change from September 1 to December 1.
Fuel and light rose fractionally from 129.0 to 129.1, eand homafurnishings and
services from loo.u to 166.2, The two remeining group indexes were unchanged,
clothing at 181.5 und miscellancous items at led b

CHEQUES CASHED IN NOVELBER Cheques cashed ag:zn:b individual accounts topved all
AT ALL-TIME MONTHLY PEAK previously recorded monthly totals in November,
amount ing to ;),322 000,000 as compared with @u,ﬁfi,uiﬂi

000 in November, 1947. Gains werec shown for L;l {:v® gconemic greass end all But
three of the 33 clearing centres had higher tota

During tha first 11 months of this year the aggregate sf cheguas casasd wes
$72,887,356,000, a rise of more then $5,200,339,000 cver the same period of 1947.

Totals for each of the five economic arcas, and all but one of the 33 clearing
centres moved to highar levels, Relative advances in the Meritime Provinces,

Ontario and Ca s
as-a whole.

g 1 o 4~ 4 iy i i R e e i e s 6 Bl i e e e »
rd the Praitilse Wov.noes wors gréauel Lhail 14 od8 aZglessabe J

W, ! the monta, fains vangdd frow 15,0 per zent for Quebec to 25.7 pdr cent Tay
the Me "itime Provinces. Actual totals for November were ss follows by areas, Lipa
for Nov nb‘ r, 1947 being in brackets: Maritimes, 198,321,000 ($157,474,000);
Quebec, ,262,972,000 (§1 957 010,000); Ontario, 95 275,765,000 ($2,737,022, co0)
Freirie Pr v1un_~; $1.oed, ‘k 9 0G0 (_‘,556,72-. N0 ) : Eaitish Columbia, $669, 3.» e

($565,825,000]

STOCKS AND MARKETINGS OF Stocks of Canadiaa wheal ia stors of ip @Wagsit ia'#@orti

WHEAT AND COARSE GRAINS Americe at midnight on December 2% zmounted to 172,294,000
bushels, showing a deelirne cof 2,830,000 bushels from the
igure of 175,124,000 bushels, but 30,536,000 :urir'.'-_l..'- e advancd ol

esponding total of 141,758,000 bushels.

December 1o f
yeer's corr

Deliveries of wheat from fsrms in Frovinses during the week Bodiag
December 23 totalled 3,071,000 bushels h 2,063,000 in the seme wask a
yesr eerlier., Overseas export clearance: wagk amopubed to %,vL> ,00C
bushels as against 1,069,000 & year ag:.

The following quantities of coarse graind were alss deliversd irom & ilig!

the Prairie Provinces during the week ending December 23, totals for the szua week
of 1947 being in brackets: oats, 735,000 (712,000) bushels; barley, 584,000
(640,000); rye, 131,000 (16,000); flaxszsd, bGi,L00 [ 9% OIRY) .
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STOCKS OF BUTTkk 4ND CHEESE — Stocks of creamery butter in nine cities of Canada
on January 1l this year amounted to 22,665,000 pounds
as compared with 28,803,000 on the corresponding date last yeer. The January 1
stocks included 4,450,000 pounds of imported butter. Holdings of cheddar cheese
on January 1 totalled 24,051,000 pounds as against 20,148,000 a year ago. In
addition there were 15,561 pounds of imported cheese on hand,

Stocks of creamery butter were as follows by cities on January 1, 1949,
tnose for the same dete last year being in brackets (thousands omitted): Quebec,
2,675 (2,098) pounds; “ontreal, 8,164 (10,583); Toronto, 3,894 (3,015); Winnipeg,
2,603 (5,772); Regina, 215 (356); Saskatoon, 207 (140); Edmonton, 1,350 (1,990);
Calgary, 689 (1,147); Vancouver, 2,808 (3,702),

RETAIL SALES VALUE UP Dollar sales of Canadian retail merchants averaged six
SIX PER CENT IN NOVEMBER per cent higher in November than in the corresponding
month of 1947 and were unchanged from October, gccording
to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The average increase for the first 11 months
of 1948 was 1l per cent.

In November, women's wear stores increased six per cent., showing the only
gain among the apparel trades. This gain was much below the 17 per cent rise
shown in the ll-month cumulative comparison. Men's wear and family clothing stores
in November reported sales reductions of six per cent from a year ago, while an
even larger decrease of 11 per cent occurred in shos stores sales, All other tiradaa g
recorded sales increases, the largest being 12 per cent far radic and zischricsd
and hardware stores and 10 per cent for department stcres, 1\\

Regionel increases for November ranged from nine per ceat 1a the Prairis
Provinces to four per cent in Quebec. Gain for British Columbia was sight per cent,
Maritime Provinces seven per cent, and Ontario five per cent. 1In the Jenusry-November
comparisons, Ontario attained 2 high of 13 per cent while a low of seven per cent
was recorded in the Maritime Provinces.

—

DEPARTHENT STORE SALES 10 Departient store sales rose 10 per cent in November
PER CENT HIGHER IN NOVLMBER to reach & totzl of #89,706,000 as compered with
$81,579,000 in the corresponding month of 1947. The
gain in th2 month was slightly under the average advance of 13 per cent for the
first 11 months of the year. Doller value of sales for the cumulative period was
$694,904 ,000 as against 613,086,000 a year osarlier.

With five full days for Christmas shopping in the weck ending December 25
this year, department store szles soared 92 per cent over last year's corresponding
week which ended December 27 and contained only three pre-Christmes shopping days,
according to preliminary figurcs.

Food departments reported a gein of 19 per cent in the velue of November sales.
Several other departments showed incresses in sales of ovor 15 per cent, among them
being lingerie, piece goods, herdware end stationery. Radio und music depurtments
nlone feiled to surpass November, 1947 seles volum®.

Inventcries at the beginning of Novemoer were up by 1l per cent, standing at
$186,522,000 ns compared with 167,564,000 a year earlier. Four depertments --
millinery, drugs, furniture znd radio -- showed declines in inventories. The most
substzntinl growth in stocks occurred in women's apperel, piece goods, home furnish-
ings and shoes. :
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SALES OFf MOTOR VEHICLES Sales of new motor venicles reached a monthly 1948 peak
HIGHER IN NOVEMBER in November when 21,734 units were retailed for a total

of $41,986,000 as compared with 20,690 units sold for
#40,531,000 in the corresponding month of 1947, according to the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics.

Cumulative sales for the first 11 months of 1948 were down from a year earlier,
totalling 196,098 units sold for $379,959,000 as compared with 212,607 units sold
for $383,003,000 in the similar period of 1947.

Sales of passenger cars declined to 15,102 units in November from 15,422 in
the same month of 1947, while trucks and buses scld advenced to 6,682 from 5,268,

FINANCING OF MOTUR VEHICLE SAILES Financing of motor vehicle sales continued above

INCREASED IN NOVEMBER 1947 levels in Npvember when 13,672 units were
financed for a total of $12,693,000 -~ 15 per

cent higher than the sales of 11,431 vehicles financed for $11,019,000 a year ago.

During the 11 montns ending November the sales of 143,900 units were financed for

a total of ¢132,979,000 as compared with 109,600 for §99,812,000 in the similar

period last year,

In November there were 4,729 new vehicles financed for 46,496,000, of which
3,063 were passenger cars. Financing of trucks and buses was at a lower level,
dropping from 1,842 in November, 1947 to 1,666. Used venicles financed in the
month numbered 8,943, up 32 per cent over the 6,802 financed in November, 1947,
Fassenger models formed a high proportion of the total and showed a gain of 34 per
cent.

SECURITY IRICE INDEXES

December 30, 1948  December 23, 1948 December 2, 1948

(1935-59=100)

Investors' Price Index

(100 Common Stocks). 185 & 115.0 116%4
76 Industrials ... EIGIE. (© 110,4 114856
JETUE MM | s 120.5 119,0 P2eh

B "B £..o% b i bS2i20 1. 131.9 13255

Mining Stock Price Index

SR R, 40805 85.8 &5.9 82.0
CER A R RS - &8s .7 0% 59,8
5 Base Metals .... L7 e ) L 1127 2

AREA OF OCCUPIED FARM IAND Total area of occupied farm land in Alberta in 1946
IN ALBERTA IN 1946 was 41,451,000 acres, a decrease of 1,826,000 acres

since 1941, The decline was due almost wholly to a
decrease in the area of unimproved land, which fell from 23,152,000 acres to 21,420,300
acres, Area of improved land was down only slightly, from 20,125,000 acres to 20,032,000,
Of the improved land, 12,866,000 acres were under crops in 1946 compared with 12,284,000
in 1941, The summer fallow acreage was 6,011,000 compared with 6,546,000, while the
acreage under pasture was 731,000 compared with 626,000, Prairie or natural pasturs
comprised the major part of the unimproved farm lapd -- 18,252,000 acres compared with
18,746,000 in 1941; woodland area was 2,109,000 acres compared with 2,727,000,
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CANADL'S MINERAL FRODUCTION ValUE Total mineral production of Canada reasched an
RiACHED s Nhw Phih FIGURL IN 1948 all-time high value in 1948, with velues of

main classes of minerals also et record levels.
According to the preliminary estimate of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the
year's output amounted in value to $806,200,000, up 25 per cent above tie previous
record of (644,700,000 in 1947, ifost of the gain was due to increased prices, but
quantities were also generally larger.

The output value of metallics increased 22.4 per cent frem 395,000,000 in
1947 to 484,000,000, Fuels advanced nearly 44 per cent from 110,500,000 to
v159,000,000. Other non-metallics gained 19 per cent from w54,520,000 to 464,900,000;
and struotural materiels moved up almost 17 per cent from 84,600,000 to +98,800, 000,

Production of gold at 3.5 million ounces was about e half million ounces greater
than in 1947, but still nearly two million ounces lesSs than the record of 515 masisian
ounces in 1941, The value, at 4122,339,000, was 14 per cent above the 1947 figure.
Silver production amounted to 15.6 million fine ounces valued st 411,732,000 as

compared witn 12,5 million fine ounces valued at $9,003,000 in.1947.

There were substantiel increases in the production of copper, lead, zinc, nickel
and other base metals., Copper output rose from 451.7 million rounds velued at

¥91,542,000 to 479.8 million pounds valued at 107,100,000, lead from 323.3 million
pounds at 44,200,000 to 336.6 million pounds velued at ¥60,700,000, zinc from

415.7 million pounds valued at ¢d46,790,000 to 464,2 million rounds valued at 364,700, -
000, and nickel from 237.3 million pounds valued at «70,700,000 compared with 257.7
million valued at 85,600,000,

Coel production at 18,4 million tons was e half million tons below the record
reached in 1942, but the value of 197,299,000 was 70.6 per cent greater than in that
ysar. Striking developments in the Leduc oil field in Alberta were responsible for
bringing the output of crude petroleum in the Dominion to & new high of 12 million
barrels vslued at $36.8 million. Natural gas, being associated with crude petroleum,
increased in output to 56.6 billion cubic feet worth $l4.6 million.

Asbestos production at 707,800 tons worth 41,300,000 was up seven per cent in
quentity end 25 per cent in value from 1947. The gypsum industry again broke its
previous high by producing 3,219,000 tons valued at 5,600,000, Salt production
increesed to 740,000 tons but the value was slightly lower than in 1947 due to =
greater proportion of low-price brine being used by the chemical industry. Sulphuor
produced in the form of pyrite and sulphuric acid was only slightly less then in the
preceding year.

Increased demands by the construction industry resulted in a recard output of
structural materials. Cement shipments amounted to 14.1 million barrels worth
«27,900,000 as. compared with 11,9 :.illion barrels valued at #22,000,000,

Cley products, which includes brick, tile, etc,, made from Canadian clay were valued
at 17,300,000, Over a million tons of lime wed discharged from the lime kilns in
1947. 8tcoe quarried was in excess of 11 million tons worth 17,000,000, Each of
the industries in the structural materials group reached a new high in value of
production.
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LUMBER PRODUCTION, SHIFMENTS 4AND Productiosn of sawn lumber end ties in British
STOCKS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA Columbia was slightly higher in September than

in the preceding month but was practically
unchenged from a year ecrlier, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,
Shipments were heavier than a year =2, but were down from iAugust, while stocks
were up in both comperiscns,

The month's output amounted to 236,872 i feet as compared with 231,113 M in
August snd 236,876 M in September, 1947. Coast mills accounted for 71.5 per cent
of the total, and interior mills for the balance of 28.5 per cent,

Shipments in September totalled 226,562 M feet as compared with 222,344 M in
the same month of 1947, a rise of 1.9 per cent, with cozst mills reporting an
increase of 2.7 per cent and interior mills a decrease of 0,6 psr cent. Totel
shipments for September declined by 3.8 per cent from the August figure of 235,557 M
feest.

Stocks on hand at the end of September amounted to 272,671 M feet as against
275,671 M =t the end of August end 246,342 i in September, 1947, Coast mills
reported stocks totelling 184,314 i feet, while interior mills saowed 91,357 M feet,

PRODUCTION AND SiLES OF ASFHALT ROOFING  Production =nd sales of aspholt shingles

and rolled roofing beth were lower in
November than in the same month of 1947, according to figures recleased by the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

Output in November amounted to 304,000 squares as compared with 458,000 in the
same month of 1947, During the first 11 months of 19483, 4,257,000 squares were
produced as azainst 5,130,000 in the similsr period of 1947.

In November, sale¢s amounted to 300,000 squares as against 386,000 in the
corresponding month of 1947, bringing the aggregete Ior the 1L months ending November
to 4,157,000 squares compared with 4,910,000 in the similar period of 1947.

FEIDSPAR AND QUARTZ WINING  Gross value of shipments made by the Canadian feldspar
and yuertz mining industry in 1947 was 2,468,000,

an increese of $299,000 over the preceding year, according to the Dominisn Bursau
of Statistics., The aversge number of employees rose from 517 in 1946 to 593, wnile
salory and wage payments edvanced from ;876,000 to 1,134,000,

In 1947 there were 38 active firms in the industry and 31 of these properties
made shiiments during the year. The cost of fuel, electriecity, process supplies,
containers and freight amounted to 720,000, which if deducted from the gross output
value, yislds a net value of Yl,748,JOQ_campared with ;1,728,000 in the preceding
year,
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FATALITIES HIGHER IN 1947  Accidents at rail-=highway crossings cleimed the lives

IN RAILWAY ACCIDENTS of 151 persons in Cenada in 1947, z2n increase of 38 over
the preceding year, according to the Dominion Bursau of

Statistics. in its summary stetistics of the operations of steam railways., Twenty-

eight of these fatalities occurred at protected crossings, 16 haprening in urban

areas, Accidents involving motor vehicles accounted for 125 of the fatalities,

nine involved other types of vehicles, and the remauining 17 were pedsstrians,

In addition to the fatalities, 501 persons suffered injuries zt crossings as
the result of accidents as compared with 442 in 1946, Accidents in which automobiles
were involved accountsd for 449 of the number of injured as compared with 377, and
other types of vehicles 16 as compared with 20, Trainmen snd passengers injured
ot crossings totelled 28 as compered with 32, snd pedustrians eight as compared
with 13.

There were 34 passengers killed in train accidents during the year as compared
with only two in 1946, The Labor Day collision at Dugald, Manitoba, accounted for
30 of these fatelities. Passenger deaths occurred on only three of the 32 lines
operating in 1947.

There were 77 employees killed in accidents resulting from the movement of
trains in 1947 as compared with 90 in 1946, and 26 other employecs, mostly shopmen
and trackmen, met death during 1947 in non-train accidents agcinst 23 in the
preceding ysar. Decided improvement over preceding years is shcown in the number
of days employees were absent due to injuries, the total declining to 263,470 days
compared with 294,258 days in 1946, and 331,667 days in 1945,

DOMESTIC SALES QF FERTILIZERS The use of commercisl fertilizsrs in Cansda has
CONTINUE TO INCREASE shown marked expsnsion in the last 20 years, the
rise being almost entirely due t¢ s sharply increased
consumption of mixtures for general =nd specisl purposes. Fertilizer materials,
at the same time, have been shijppcd abroad in substantial volume during recent ysars.

Combined sales of fertilizer materials and mixtures for consumption in Canada
amounted to 672,000 tons during the 12 months ending June 30, 1948 -- highest in
the record -- as compared with 661,000 in the preceding l2-month period, and close
to four times the sales registered in 1927.

Sales of mixtures in the 12 months end ing June, 1948, amounted to 565,000
tons, practically unchanged from the preceding year, but about nine times higher
than in 1927. Sales of fertilizer materizls in Canada heve been relatively stable,
amounting to 107,000 tons in 1948, 96,000 tons in 1947, =and 105,000 tons in 1927.

Imports of fertilizers in the 12 months of 1947-48 totalled 616,000 tons and
included 405,000 tons of natural phosphate rock, 101,000 tons of superphosphate,
and 87,000 tons of muriate of potash. In 1947 imports of all types emounted to
640,000 tons, Exports of fertilizers -- very largely meterials -- amounted to
almost 700,000 tons as comparé¢d with 697,000 in the preccding year,

Production of fertilizers during the year comprised 1,078,000 tons of materials
and 620,000 tons of mixtures, compared with 1,092,000 tons of materials and 560,000
tons of mixtures in the preceding year.
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Statistics of Steam Railways of Canada, 1947 (50 cents).

. aTca of Field Crops, by Subdivision, 1946; Ares end Value of Vegetables,

Fruits, Gresnhouse and Nursery Products, 1945, end Ares, 1946,
Shipments and Inventories of Prepared Stock and Foultry Feeds,

Departmont Store Ssles end Inventories, November (10 cants).
Cenadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 eents),
The Fertilizer Trade, July 1, 1947 - June 30, 1948 (25 cents).

cheques Cashsd in Cleering Centres, Novembsr (10 cents).
Stocks of Canadian Butter, Cheese and Eggs in Nine Cities, January 1

Prsliminary Estimate of Canada's lineral Produection, 1948 (10 cents).
Vanadian Statvisticel Review, November (35 cents).

Area and Condition of Occupied Farm Land, Alberta, 1946 (10 cents!.
Miscellaneous Industrial or Non-Metallic Minerals, 1947 (25 cents).
Feldspar and &Luartz Mining Incustry, 1947 (25 cents).

Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hand of Sawmills in British Columbia,

Production and Domestic Sales of Asphalt Roofing, November (10 cents),
Sales of New iotor Vehicles, November (10 cents).
Financing of Motor Venicle Sales, November (10 eents).

naFORTE ISSUED DURING THE WEEK
s
Alberta (10 cents).
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October {25 cents).
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7. Price Movements, Decomber (10 cents).
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7. Retail Sales, November (10 cents).
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(10 cents).
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Fertilizer Hanufaeturing Industry, 1947 (25 eents).
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