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-- - HIGHLIiTS OF THIS ISSUE 

CANiDA'S 0FFICLL COST-OF-LIVING IIDEX recdod three-tenths of a point between 
February 1 and March 1. As in January, the decline was due to a further decrease 
in the food group. 

THE INDEX NUMBER OF INDUSTHIAL PRODUCTION in 3anunry was down 6.8 points from the 
Dc-comber level but up 1.1 points above January last year. 

INCREASED NWVER OF CLAIMS FOP TJNEMPL0NT flSANCE BEFIT were filed in local 
officos throughout Canada in February as compared with the same month last year, 

. 	 . 	 , 

OUTPUT OF PIG IRON, RRO-ALLDYS AND STEEL INGOTS during February continued the 
gains over last year reported for January, while stool castings, slightly down 
in January, also advanced. 

FACTORY SHIPMENTS OE CLDIAN-MWE MOTOR VEHICLES in February were substantially 
above the low figure for January and moderately higher than in the corresponding 
month last year, 

S 	S 	S 

CALOADINGS ON CANADLAN RAILWAYS for the week ending March 26 totalled 73,172 cars 
compared with 72,991 in the preceding week and 68,813 cars in the corresponding 
week last year. 

SAlES OF DEPARTMENT STORES in February were valued, at $0,128,000, showing an 
Increase of nine per cent over the corresponding month last year. 

S 	S 	S 

CREAIRY BUTTER SIOCKS in nine cities of Canada on April 1 amounted to 6,193, 000  
pounds R3 compared with 4,371,000 on th cerrosponding date last year. 

STOCKS OF CANAI)I 	iJ-ILJ lEN LIOPJL u r in trrnsit in North America at midnight on 
March 24 amounted to 134,633,000  bushels, down 3,08O,OO bushels from the March 17 
total. 

S 	5 	* 

THE vJCRLD 1RDGRI111 J1RVEST iN 1948 is estimated at an aggregate of 8.1 billion 
bushels of whiut and rye as compared with 7.3 billion in the precedIng year. This 
is slightly larger than the 1935-39 average and about 10 per cent larger than in 
1947. 
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COST-OF-LIVING INDX DOWN FOR Canada' s official cost-of-living index receded 
THE,  SECOND SUCCESSIVE MONTH 	three-tenths of a point between February 1 and 

March 1. The decline, the second in succession, 
brought the index four-tenths of a point below the index peak of 159,6. It was, 

4 	however, 8.4 points above March 1 last year. Thu latest index stood at 159.2  as 
rnprud with 159.5 at Februry 1, 159.6 at 3anuary 1, and 150.9 a yor ago. It 

lij 	U:.L•:., 1)39 1:v1. 

Jc1in 	1'c tc a furLhj 	rs ii h.o f:cJ grour. 
Pricu rduetions for shortening products, moats, butter and eggs were mainly 
responsible for the index moving clown from 200.4 at February 1 to 199.1. There 
were moderate offsetting seasonal Increases in a few vegetables. At the March 1 
level, the food group index was down 6.3 points from the October peak of 205,4, 
but still 13.2 points above the March 1, 1948  level. 

The clothing index rose nine-tenths of a point from thu February standIng 
of 182.7, and was 12.8 points above March last year. The hornefurnishings and 
services section gained fractionally from 167,8  at February 1 to 167.9, and was 
6.7 points higher than on the same date last year. Fuel and light moved up by a 
small amount between February 1 and March 1 -- from 130.8  to 131,0 -- but was 
10 points higher than a year ago. 

The miscellaneous items index held at 128.1 between February 1 and March 1, 
but was 5,3 points above last year's level. The rentals index continues nominally 
at 121.7 until returns from the March survey are completed, and 1.8 points higher 
than a year ago. (U 

CLJhS FOR UILOYhT Increased numbers of claims for unemployment insurance 
INSU1NCE BEFIT 	benefit were filed in local offices throughout Canada 

in February as comred with the sorio month last year, 
all provinces rea'dIng higher totals. The month's ag 	however, was below 
that of January, lower figures being shown for all regions. 

Claims filed in Quebec in February totalled 31,909 compared with 24,072 a year 
ago, Ontario 31,201 compared with 29,550,  British Columbia 19,715 compared with 
12,206, Nova Scotia 7,071 (5,788), Manitoba 5,820 (5,294 ), Alberta 4,871 (3,845), 
Saskatchewan 3,202 (2,983), and Priiictj Edward Island 644 (493). 

Ordinary claimants -- those completely separated from their employment -- on the 
live unemployment register at the end of February totalled 208,818 compared with 
197,675 at the end of January and 146,074 at the end of February last year. In 
addition there were 7.D66 other claimants -- mainly short-time -- on the live uneniploy-
ment register coniared with 5,742 at the end of January and 7,279 a year earlier. 

DuringFebruary, 210,681 benefIciaries were paid 8,158,903 for 3034,487 
compensated unemployed days, compared with 163,643  persons paid 6,727,221  for 3,056,-
418 compensated unemployed days in January and 138,417 persons paid 5, 017,492 for 
2,544,452 unemployed days in February, 1948. 

The average duration of the unemployment compensated was 17.7  days in Fobruary, 
18.7 clays in January and 18.4 days in February last year • The averogo amount of 

	

benefit paid per beneficiary was 08.73 in February, 	1.1l in January and 36.25 In 
February last year. tiThe average amount of benefit paid per compensated day of 
unemployment was 2,18 in February, 2.20 In January, and l.97  in February last 
ybar. (2) 
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INDEX OF INDUSThL.L PRODUCTION Conna's index number of Industrial production in 
January, on the base 1935_39:100, stood at 178.9, 

a drop of 6.8 points from the December level, but 1.1 points above January last 
:Tuar, according to the March issue of the Canadian Statistical Review by the 

Bureau of Statistics. 

:o sub-index for all manu!actures was down to 188.5 in January from 197.2  -.omber and 189,3 in January last year. The non-durables group index fell 
172.7 from 180.2 in December and 175.9 in January last year, while that of 

durable manufactures at 215.6 was down from 226.3 in December but above the 212.3 
Index level for January last year. 

In the non-durabk manufactures group there were decreases both from December 
and January last year in the index levels of foods and beverages, tobacco, rubber 
and leather products. The texti1s and clothing group sub-indexes were both below 
the December standIng but above January a year ago, while the paper products group 
was higher in both comparisons, 

In the durable manufactures group, the iron and steel products index moved to 
higher levels. The groip index for motor vehicles, however, fell to 108.  from 201.0 
in'Decombor, duo at least in part to temporary shut-downs for retooling during January. 

In the mining section the index was slightly below that for December but was 
well ahead of January last year, (3) 

CRELIERY BUTThR 5TOCKS IN 	Stocks of creamery butter in nine cities of Canada 
NINE CITIES HIGIiiR ON APRIL 1 Un April 1 amount to 6,193,000 pounds as compared 

with 4,371,000 on the corresponding date last year, 
according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Cheddar cheese stocks in these 
centres totalled 15,658,000 pounds as against 14 ,3 29,000 a year earlier. 

Creamery butter stocks on April 1 were as follows by cities, totals for the 
same date last year being in brackets (figures in thousands): Q.uoboc, 652 (110) 
pounds; Montreal, 1,539 (1,208); Toronto, 1,659 (706); Winnipeg, 772 (602); Regina, 
122 (105); Saskatoon, 166 (104); Edmonton, 353 (279); Calgary, 171 (296); Vancouver, 
759 (961). 	(4) 

STOCKS AND MR}OTINGS OF Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North 
1 HEAT AND COARSE GRAfl$ 	America at midnight on March 24 amounted to 134 ,633, 000 

bushels, down 3,080,000 bushels from the March 17 total, 
42,394,000 bushels higher than on the corresponding date last year, according 

the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

During the week ending March 24, faners in the Prairie Provinces nketed 
1,653,000 bushels as compared with 1,202,000 in the same week last year. Clearances 
of wheat for export totalled 3,187, 000  bushels as compared with 1,945,000 a year ago. 

The following quantities of coarse grains were also delivered from farms in the 
Prairie Provinces during the week unding March 24, totals for the same week last 
year being in brackets: oats, 1,081,200 (575,500) bushels; barley, 6 04,500 (226 ) 400); rye, 77,700  (5,300); flaxseod, 101,200 (15,700 ). (5) 

but 
to 
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WORLD BEDGRAII CROP SLIiTLY The world breadgrain harvest in 1948  is estimated 
ABOVE PRE-VIAR AVERE 	by the United. States DeDcxtment of Azriciilture 

arLd rye 
view 4  

at an aggrete of 8.1 billion bu.shels of wheat 
as compared with 7.3 billion in the preceding year, according to the monthly 

of the wheat situation by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. This is slitly 
than the 1935-39 average and about 10 per cent larger than in 1947. 

eat production is placed at 6.4 billion bushels compared with 5,8 billion 
in J:;  and rye, 1.7 billion bushels comred with 1.5 billion. Last year's wheat 
production was slightly above thu 1935-39 period, due principally to substantial 
increases in the acreage and yield of wheat in the United States. Some increase 
was also indicated for Australia, Asia and Africa, but production in South 1,merica, 
Europe and U.S.S.R. was still below pre-war levels. 

Varld production of rye in 1948, though well above the small 1947  harvest, 
was still below pro-war. A substantial decline in the European outturn more than 
offset an estimated increase in the Soviet Union, The 1948  harvest was slightly 
below the pro-war average in North America, the only other area of any significance 
in rye production. 

Reports on this yor's United States winter wheat cr0p continue to be 
relatively optimistic, while the latest available information on the winter 
breadgrain situation in Europe indicates that official acreage goals -- particularly 
of wheat -- in many countries were unduly optimistic and will not be fully met, 
according to the United States Department of Agriculture. 

While the information is not conclusive for all European areas, present 
indications suggest that the acreage of winter wheat seeded in the fall of 1948 
for harvest in 1949  may be somewhat less than that of a year ago. The total acreage 
of wheat for harvest in Europe in 1949 will depend, of course, upon weather con-
ditions this spring and the extent to which the seeding of sprini wheat will offset 
the decline in winter wheat acreage. 

In the Soviet Union the acreage planted in the fall of 1948 to winter grains -- 
wheat and rye -- increased by approximately 7,000,000 acres, or eight per cent, 
compared with the acreage seoded in the fall of 1947 for the 1948  harvest, The 
winter wheat acreage in the UIa'airie increased by approximately 1,600,000 acres. (6) 

FER CATTLE, S}EP AI'ID 	There were fewor cattle, she u and horses on farms in 
HORSES ON CANADIAN FAR1IS Canada on December 1, 1948 than on the corresponding 

date of 1947,  accarding to estimates released by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

The estimate of the number of cattle on farms stands at 8,251,000, a decline 
of 7,7 per cent from the December 1, 1947 figure of 8,944,000. Reductions occurred 
in all provinces except Prince Edward Island and British Columbia. The total of 
milk cows declined only 3.5 per cent. Favourable prices resulted in greater liquidation 
of other classes of cattle and calves than of milk cows. 

Sheep and lambs numbered. 1,322,000, down 16,7 per cent from 1,587, 000 at 
December 1, 1947.  Decreases were most marked in uobec and Manitoba. Imbs were 
marketed earlier than in 1947 and a smaller proportion of the epring lamb crop was 
carried. over. Shoop over one year old declined 13 per cent in number. 

Estimated number of horses on farms was 1,842,000, down seven per cent from the 
same date in 1947.  Decreases were common to all rrcvinces but were greater in 
Saskatchewan, Alberta and Ontario than in other prvincos. (7) 
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SiLES OF FLUID JYLK 	Combined sales of fluid milk and cream in Canada in Janry ND CREAM IN JMLRY amounted to 349,210,000 pounds, approxilittely 1,000,003 or 

one-half of one per cent more than in the same month last 14 :, ..ccordjng to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

uantity of fluid milk sold in the month amounted to 29 2 ,337, 000 pounds, nearly 
1,u,j00 pounds above the sales in January last year. Cream sales expressed as 
ilk totalled 56,873,000 pounds, a decline of nearly 500 9 000 pounds or almost o per cent. (8) 

DEPRTJNT S'IORE S, ~,LES UP Sales of department stores in February were valued at 
NINE PER CINT IN FURY 	50,l28,000, showing an increase of nine per cent over 

tho 45, 857, 000  recorded in the corresponding month 
last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Increases occurred in 
all provinces, Alberta and Saskatchewan showing the largest gains of 28 per cent 
and 18 per cent, respectively. Advances in other provinces ranged from 1.6 per 
cent in Quebec to 12.4 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. 

The month's figures show rTrked expansion in the sales of women's and children's 
apparel, piece goods, shoes and other footwear, men's and boys' clothing and furnishings, 
household appliances and electrical supplies, furniture, homefurnishings, stationery, 
books and macazinos, hardware and kitchenware. There was a substantial reduction 
in the sales of food and kindred products. 

Sales were as follcws by provinces, totals for the same month last year being 
in brackets (figures in thousands): Maritinios, 3,044 (..2,709); Wtuotec, 07,657 (7,540 ); Ontario, h20 1 091 (18,570); Manitoba, 7,442 (.) 6 ,679); Saskatchewmi, .2,249 
(14,912), 1bu:tni, 3,2O7 (v2,504), British Co1umbi, 6,438 (5043). 

During thu wuek andinC March 26, department store sales increased eight per 
cent over the corresponding week last year. Sales in Saskatchewan sh jwed the 
largest rise of 27 per cent, followed by Alberta with a gain of 19 per cent, Manitoba 
and British Columbia each 12 per cent, Iviaritimes six per cent, Ontario four per cent, and Quebec one per cent. (9) 

SECURITY PRICE INDEXFS 

March 31, 1949 	March 24, 1949 March 3, 1949 

(1935-39100) 

Investors' Price Index 

(106 Common Stocks) 	.,....,, 107.1 106.6 105,8 
82 	Industrials 	............. 100.9 100.4 100.0 
16Utjlitjes 	....... 
8Bariks 

115.5 114.1 112,3 
................... 131.3 131.8 130.5 

Mining Stock Price Index 

(30 	Stocks) 	• ................. 33.1 83,4 82.9 
25 	Golds 	• 	................., 67.6 67.4 66,3 

5 Base 	Metals 	............. , 113. 4  114.8 115.2 
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IRON AND SEL PRODUCTION 	Canadian output of pig iron, ferro-alloys and steel 
iia;-IN DVANCiD IN YEBRU'27 ingots during February continued the gains over last 

4 year reported for January, while steel castinCs, slightly 

.. 	:r te month, according to figures released by the Dominion 
i3u.reau of tatistis, amountoci to 172,724 tons, sharply above last year , g output of 151,123 tons. Cumulative output for the first two months of this yeat was 355,798 tons, an increase of 44,633 tons over the comparable production of 311,165 tons In 1948. Ferro-afl.oy output In February also rose steeply to 21,713 tons as against 11,823 tons a year earlier, ma.irj the two-month production 43,644 tons compared with 28,948 tons for January-February last year. 

Production of steel ingots and castings in February aggregated 2590271 tons comared with 239,646 tons last year, and for the two months totalled 543,978 against 496,372 tons. Steel ingot output, as earlier reported, was 249,009 tons in the month as compared with 230,183 tons a year earlier, and for the two months 524,996 against 477,951 tons. Steel casting.. increased in February to 10,262 tons compared with 9,463 tons last year, while the cumulative output for January and 
February was 18,982 tons compared with 18,421 last year. (10) 

SIPITS OF MOTOR ViICLES Factory shipments of Canadian-mode motor vehicles in 
HIR IN FEBIUARY 	February were substantially above the low figure for 

January and m.x1erate1y higher than in the corresporid.ing 
month last year. A greatr proportion of the cars shipped during the month were 
destined for use In Canada, shipments for export showing a marked decline from the 
same inc nth last year. 

According to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, shipments in February totalled 
17,197 units as compared with :3,863 in the preceding month and 16,382 in February 
last year. During the first two months of 1949, shipments amounted to 31,060 units, 
down slightly from last yearTs corresponding total of 33,097. 

During the montli there wore 9,285 passenger cars shipped as compared with 9,926 a year ago, and 7,912 commercial vehicles as compared with 6,456. Of the passenger cars, 8,529 were for Sale in Canada compared with 7,845, and 756 for export compared 
with 2,081. Commercial vehicles intended for Sale in Canada numbered 7,143 as against 5,137, whIle those for export totalled 769 compared with 1,319. (U.) 

VLUE OF STOIULGE BATTERY There was a sharp rise in the value of sales of electric 
SALES HIR IN FEBRUARY storage batteries and parts by principal Canadian producers 

in February. The month's total was 1,449,089 compared 
with 1,148,551 in the seine month last year, an increase of 26 per cent. During the 
first two months of this year, sales aggregated 3,086,706 against 2, 413,929 in the same period last year, a rise of 27 per cent. Sales in February included 113,551 batteries valued at 1,158,78O for the ignition of internal combustion engines, 50 batteries at 485 for motorcycle starting, 3,173 cells at 23,930 for farm lighting 
plants, 1,292 cells at 65,686 for railway services, batteries valued at 140,364 for 
other purposes, includin those for telephone switchboards, and miscellansous parts 
and supplies for batteriec valued at 59,844. 	(12) 



.Iri1 ,, 19 	D.B .5. U!KLY BULLETIN 	 Page 7 

PRODUCTION OF SWN LL1MBER IN LNURY Production of sawn lumber east of the Rockies 
in January is estimated at 149,032 0 000 feet 

board measure, down three and one-half per CLiflt from the January, 1948 figure of 
154,469,000 feet, accordin1c; to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Increased 

4 	production was shown in Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba, 
declines were registered in the renining provinces. 

iUtput for the month was as follows by provinces, totals for January, 1948 being 
u iackots: Prince .dward Island, 311,000 (71,000) foot board measure; Nova Scotia, 
17, 639, 000  (21,472,000); New Brunswick, 12 ,5 2 3, 000  (14,129, 000 ); Quebec, 26,445,000 
(24,002,000); Ontario, 18 , 489, 000  (12,805,000); Manitoba, 3,788,000 (1,748 3 000); 
Saskatchwan, 13,536,000 (19,376, 000); .1berta, 56,301,000 (60,866,000). (13) 

STOCK3 Ui 	RTJ1TS Stocks f carined fruits and veebtab1es hold by canners, 
AND VEGiT;.BLES 	wholesale dealers and chain store warehouses were higher 

on January 1 this year than last, according to the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The increase in the holdings of canned fruits Was 
com.arative1y small, while that of canned vegetables was substantial. 

Overall stocks of canned fruits amounted to 4,166,726 dozen cans as compared 
with 3,942,882 on January 1, 1948, Stocks of poaches -- largest in quantity of the 
different fruits -- amounted to 1,558,168 dozen conijarod with 1,193,282; pears, 
653,013 dozon compartd with 974,161;  plums, gages, etc., 672,416 dozen comod 
with 739,624; cherries, 395,676 dozen compared with 143,199; applesauce, 158,089 
dozen comrod with 330,287; and apricots, 112,781 1cser ccmjarei with 160,520. 

Stocks of canned vegetables totalled 18,466,731 1jzen cans conirud with 
11,595,907 a year earlier. There were large increases in the inventories of several 
of the different kinds. Stocks of peas rose to 6,593,661 dozen cans from 3,607,447; 
tomatoes to 4 ,151,913 dozen from 1,570,277; corn to 2,451,016 dozen from 1,252,813; 
baked beans to 1,571,700 dozen from 1,206,100; and green or wax beans to 1,928,950 
dozen from 1,766,125. 

Inventories of apple juice were clown to 875,789 du zen containers from 1,020,020, 
other fruit juices to 357,577 dozen from 662,450, but jams were up to 493,665 dozen 
from 46 0 ,839, and marmalades to 196,140 dozen from 17 4 ,211. Canned foods for infants 
were higher, vegetables amounting to 1,843,062 1 1Z:fl c:a:re with 1,495,117, and 
fruits to 1,620,540 dozen compared with 1,527,12j. 

Stocks of canned soups were lower, tota1lir 	5 f:aa ons oo:ajar1 with 
10,126,625, but tomato juice rose sharply to 6,204,120 dozen from 2,537,034, and 
tomato catsup to 2,951,989 dozen from 68u,510. (14) 

cHJRT BOOK OF ZdPLOYMENT JJ\ID 	The Dominion Bureau of Statistics has published 
PYR0LlS IN CERT4IN INDUS'llIES its second annual chart book of employment and 

payrolls in certain industries. The present volume 
brings forward the series established during the war by the Wartime Prices and 
T'ade Board and contind by the Department of Reconstruction and Supply until 1946, 
when they were transferred to the Bureau. 

In most cases, the graphs, of which there are 40, trace the course of employ -
ment in the larger industrial ostablishments in the period from 1939 to September 1, 
1948; the curves for the payrolls go back to June 1, 1941, the late en which the 
monthly record of weekly salaries and wages was commenced. 

Copies of this chart book may be obtained on application t the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics, Ottawa -- price, 50 cents per copy. (15) 
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OLRLOINGS ON 1tDLN R4ILWYS Car1oins on 0naJin railways for the weok ended 
March 26 totalled 73,172 cars compared with 72,991 

in the precedinG weak and 68,813 cars in the same week last year. The Eain over 1948 

4 	was 4,359 cars or 6.3 per cent. Grain loadings feated the advance, increasing 
from 4,643 cars to 7,89.. Ores and cunoentrütes were up 287 cars over last year 
't 2,374 oars, and gasoli:lo and oils from 3,207 to 4,469 cars,. Iron and steel 
roducts advanced 416 cars to 1,974,  and autos moved in greater volume this year, 
up 286 cars. L.C.L. merchandise rogist€red a gain from 16,840 to 18,396 cars. 
Considerable declines, however, were shown in loadings of pulpwood, lumber, wood-
pulp and paper. Receipts from forei,n connections roceded. from 39,906 cars in 
the 12th week of 1948 to 31,278 cars. (16) 

REPORTS ISSUED DURING THE VEK -- (The numbers in this list correspond with those 
at the end of news items, indicating the report on which an item is based). 

PrelimInary Price Moverants, March 1 (10 cents) 
Statistical Report on the Operation of the Unemp1oynnt Insurance kct, 

February (10 cents). 
Canadian Statistical Review, March (35 cents). 
StO03 00 L.din Ju'r, Choose and .Egga i..Nino Cities, April 1 (10 cents). 
Ganadian Gr7 1.n Statistics - Weekly (10 cents). 
Monthly Review of the Wheat Situation (10 cents). 
Live Stock Survey, December 1 -- Cattle, Sheep and Horses (10 cents). 
FluId Milk Thade, January (10 cents). 
Department Store Sales and Inventories, February (io cents). 
Production of Iron and Steel, February (io cezits) 
Motor Vehicle Shipments, February (10 cents). 
Factory Sales of Electric Storage Batteries, February (10 cents). 
Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hand of Sawmills East of the Rockies, 

January (25 cents). 
Quarterly Report on the Stocks of Canned Fruits and Vegetables on Hand, 

January 1. 1949 (25 cents). 
Chart Book of Employment and Payrolls in Canadian Industries (50 cents). 
Carloadings on Canadian Railways - Weekly (10 cents). 
Braakfast Foods Industry, 1947 (15 cnts). 
Thu Sand-Lime Brick Industry, 1947 (io cents). 
Trudo of Canada: Exports of Canadian and Foreign Produce, February (25 cents). 
Poir Laundries and Cleaning and Dyeing Establishments, 1947 (25 cents). 

Copi.s of thsu and other 3uriau reports may be obtained on application to 
the Dominion Statistician, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa, 
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