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CANADA'S CFFICIAL COST-Q0F-LIVING INDEX recoded threc-tenths of e point between
February 1 and Merch 1, As in January, the decline was due to a further decrease
in the food group.

THE INDEX NUMBER OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION in Jenuory was down 6.8 points from the
December level but up 1.1 points above Januery last year.

INCREASED NUMEER OF CLAIMS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BENEFIT were filed in local
offices throughout Cenada in February as compared with the same month last year,

. . .

OUTFUT OF FPIG IRON, FERRO-ALIOYS AND STEEL INGOTS during February continucd the
gains over last year reported for Jznuary, whils stecl castings, slightly down
in January, also advanced,

FACTORY SHIPMENTS OF C.iNADIAN-MaDE MOTCR VEHICILES in Fobruary were substantially
above the low figure for January and moderately hféher than in the corresponding
month last year,

CARLOADINGS ON CANADIAN RAILWAYS for the week ending March 26 totalled 75,172 cars
compared with 72,991 in the preceding wesk and 68,813 cars in the corresponding
week lost year,

SALES OF DEPARTMENT STORES in February were valucd at $50,128,000, showing an
inecrease of nine psr cent over the corresponding month last year.

CREAMERY BUTTER STOCKS in nine cities of Canada on April 1 amounted to 6,193,000
pounds as compared with 4,371,000 on thé corresponding datc last year,

. L] -

STOCKS OF CANADIAN WHEAT IN 3TORE or in trunsit in North America at midnight on
March 24 amounted to 134,633,000 bushels, down 3,080,800 bushels from the March 17
total,

THE WCRLD DRE/DGRALIN HARVEST IN 1948 ic cstimated at an cggregate of 8.1 billion
bushsls of wheat and rye as compared with 7.3 billion in the preceding yeer, This
is slightly larger than the 1935-39 average and about 10 per cent larger than in
1947,
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COST-OF-LIVING INDEX DOWN FOR Canada's officiel cost-of~living index receded
THE. SECOND SUCCESSIVE MONTH three~tenths of a point betwesen February 1 and
March 1. The decline, the second in succession,
brought the index four-tenths of a point below the index peak of 159.6, It was,
nowever, 8.4 points above March 1 last year. The latest index stood at 159.2 as
compared with 159.5 at February 1, 159.6 at Januery 1, and 150.8 a yeer ags, It

.
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Ak 18 Jenoary, the ducline wa® du@ toc a furtier dscroese i the frod grounp,
Pricé reductions Tor shortening products, msats, butter and eggs were mainly
rosponsible for the inlex moving down from 200,4 at February 1 to 199.1., There
were moderate offsetting seasonsl increasses in a few vegetables. At the March 1
lovel, the food group index was down 6.3 points from the October peak of 205.4,
but still 13,2 points above the March 1, 1948 level,

The clothing index rose nine-tenths of a point from the February standing
of 182.7, and was 12,8 points above March last year. The homefurnishings and
services section geined fractionally from 167.8 at Februery 1 to 167.9, and was
6.7 points higher than on the same dute last year. Fuel and light moved up by a
small amount betwsen February 1 and Marech 1 -- from 130.8 to 131.0 -- but was
10 points higher than a ysar ago,

The miscollancous items index held at 128,1 betwecn February 1 and March ey
but was 5,3 points above last year's level. The rentals index continues nominally
at 121,7 until returns from the March survey are completed, and 1.8 points higher
than a year ago. (1)

CL.LIWS TOR UNEMPLOYMENT  Increased numbers of claims for unemployment insurance
INSUR.NCE BENEFIT benefit wero filed in local offices throughout Canade

in ¥ebruary as compared with the same month last ysar,
all provinces recarding higher totals. The month's aggresate, however, was below
thet of Janucry, lower figures being shown for all regions.

Claims filed in Quebec in February totalled 31,909 compared with 24,072 a year
ago, Onterio 31,201 compared with 29,550, British Cclumbis 19,715 compared with
12,206, Nova Scotia 7,071 (5,788), Manitoba 5,820 (5,294), Alberta 4,871 (3,845),
Saskatchowan 3,202 (2,983), and Prince Edward Island 644 (493),

Ordinary claimants -- thosec completely separated from their gmployment -- on the
live unemploymsnt register at tho ond of February totalled 208,818 compered with
197,675 et the end of Janusry and 146,074 at the end of February last year., In
addition there were 7,066 other claimants -- mainly short-tims -- on the live unemploy-
ment register compared with 5,742 at the end of January and 7,279 a year egarlier,

During February, 210,681 bsneficieries were paid 8,158,903 for 3,734,487
compensated uncmployed days, compered with 163,643 persons paid $6,727,221 far 3,056, -
418 compensated unemploysd days in January and 138,417 persons paid $5,017,492 for
2,544,452 unomployed days in February, 1948,

The average duration of the unemployment cumponsated was 17.7 days in Fobruary,
18.7 days in Jenuary and 18.4 days in Februory last yesr. The avernge amount of
benefit paid per beneficiary wes $38.73 in February, w+1.1l1 in January and $36,25 in
February last year. The average amount of benefit paid per compensated day of
unemploymﬁnt was $2,18 in February, $2.20 in January, and $1.97 in Fobruary last
ysar., (2
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INDEX OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION Canada's index number of Industrial production in

January, on the base 1935-39=100, stood et 178,9,
a drop of 6,8 points from the December level, but 1,1 points above Januasry last
vear, according to the Merch issug of the Canadian Statistical Review by the
Pamiainon Bureau of Statistics,

Tue sub-index for all manufactures was down to 188.5 in Jenuary from 197.2
in Dacember and 189,3 in January last year, The non-durables group index fell
to 172,7 from 180,2 in December and 175.9 in January last ycar, while that of
durable manufactures at 215,6 was down from 226,3 in December but above the 220N
index level for Jenuary last year,

In the non-durable manufacturcs group there were decreases buth from Decembsr
end January last ycar in the index levels of foods and bsverages, tobacco, rubber
and leather products., The textiles and clothing group sub-indexes were both below
the December standing but above Jenuery a year ago, while the paper products group
was higher in both comperisons.

In the durable manufactures group, the iron and steel products index moved to
higher levels, The group index for motor vehicles, however, fell to 108.5 frem 201.0
in-December, due at lenst in part to temporary shut-downs for retooling during January.

In the mining seetion the index was 8lightly below that for December but was
well ahead of January last year., (3)

CREALERY BUTTER STOCKS IN Stocks of creamery butter in nine cities of Canada
NINE CITIES HIGHER ON APRIL 1 woun April 1 amounted to 6,193,000 pounds as compared

with 4,371,000 on the corresponding date last year ,
according to the Dominion Burscasu of Stetistics. Cheddar cheese stocks in these
centres totalled 15,658,000 pounds as against 14,329,000 o yeer earlier.

Creamery butter stocks on April 1 were as follows by cities, totals for the
same date last year boing in brackets (figures in thousends): Quebee, 652 (110)
pounds; Montreal, 1,539 (1,208); Toronto, 1,659 (706); Winnipeg, 772 (602); Regina,
122 (105); Saskatoon, 166 (104); Edmonton, 353 (279); Calgary, 171 (296); Vancouver,
5% (9611, (a)

STOCKS .uND MARKETINGS OF  Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North
WHEAT AND COARSE GRAINS america at midnight on Merch 24 amounted to 134,633,000
bushels, down 3,080,000 bushels from the March 17 total,
but 42,394,000 bushols higher then on the corruvsponding date last year, eccording
to ths Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

During the week crding March 24, farmers in the Prairie Provinces marketed
1,653,000 bushels as compared with 1,202,000 in the same weck lest year. Clearances
of wheat for oxport totalled 3,187,000 bushels as compered with 1,945,000 o year ago,

The following quentities of ccerse grains were alsc delivered from farms in the
Prairie Provinces during the week unding March 24, totals for the same week last
year being in brackets: oats, 1,081,200 (575,500) bushels; barlsy, 604,500 (226,400);
rye, 77,700 (5,300); flexseod, 101,200 (15,700). (5)
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WORID BRELDGRAIN CROP SLIGHTLY The world breadgrein harvest in 1948 is estimated
ABOVE PRE-WAR AVERAGE by the United States Department of Agriculture

at an aggregate of 8.1 billion bushels of wheat
and rye as compered with 7.3 billion in the preceding year, according to the monthly
review of the wheat situation by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics., This is slightly
lergsr than the 1935-39 average and about 10 per cent lsrger than in e

#heat production is placed at 6,4 billion bushels compared with 5,8 billion
in 1547; and rye, 1.7 billion bushels compared with 1.5 billicn. Iast year's wheat
production was slightly above the 1935-39 period, due principally to substantisl
increases in the acreage and yicld of wheat in the United States. Some increase
was also indicated for Australia, Asizc and Afrieca, but preduction in South America,
Europe and U.S.S.R. was still below pre-war levcls,

World production of rye in 1948, though well above the small 1947 harvest,
was still below pre-war. A substantizl decline in the European outturn more than
offset an estimated increase in the Sovist Union, The 1948 harvest was slightly
below the pre-war average in North America, the only other area of any significance
in rye production.

heports on this yesr's United States winter wheat crup continue to be
relatively optimistic, while the latest available information on the winter
breadgrain situation in Burope indicates that official acreage goals -- rarticularly
of wheat -- in many countries werc unduly optimistic and will not be fully met,
according to the United States Departmont of Agriculture.

While the information is not conclusive for all Eurcpean arcas, prosent
indicatiovns suggest that the acreage of winter wheat seeded in the fall of 1948
for harvest in 1949 mey be somewhat less then that of a year ago. The total acroage
of wheat for harvest in Europe in 1949 will depend, of course, upon weather con-
ditions this spring and the extent to which the seeding of spring wheat will offset
the decline in winter wheat ncreage.

In the Soviet Union the acreage planted in the fall of 1948 to winter grains --
wheat and rye -- increased by approximately 7,000,000 acres, or eight per cent,
compared with the acrezge seoded in the fall of 1947 for the 1948 harvest, The
winter wheat acreage in the Ukraine ineressed by apmroximately 1,600,000 acres, (6)

FEWER CATTLE, SHEEP ,ND There were fower cattle, shcep and horses on farms in
HORSES ON CANADIAN FARMS  Cenada on December 1, 1948 than on the eorresponding

date of 1947, according to estimates released by the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

The estimate of the number of cattle on farms stands at 8,251,000, = decline
of 7.7 per cent from the December 1, 1947 figure of 8,944,000, Reductions sceurred
in all provinces except Prince Edward Island and British Columbia, The total of
milk cows declined only 3,5 per cent, Favourable jrices resulted in greater liquidetion
of other classes of cattle and calves than of milk cows.

Sheep and lambs numbered 1,322,000, down 16.7 per cent from 1,587,000 at
December 1, 1947. Decreases were most morked in Guebec and llanitoba. Lambs were
merketed earlier than in 1947 and = smellor proportion of the spring lamb crop was
carried over. Sheep over one year old declined 13 per cent in number,

Estimated number of horses on ferms was 1,842,000, down secven per cent from the
same date in 1947. Decresses weru common to all proevinces but were greater in
Seskatchewan, islberta and Ontario than in other provinces, (7)
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SalES OF FLUID MILK Combined sales of fluid milk and cream in Caneda in January
aND CREAM IN JLNULRY emcunted to 349,210,000 pounds, approximately 1,000,000 or

one-helf of one per cont more than in the same month last
yaar, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

Quantity of fluid milk sold in the month amounted to 292,337,000 pounds, nearly
1,500,000 pounds abcve the sales in January last yesr., Cream salos expressed as
wilk totalled 56,873,000 pounds, = decline of mearly 500,000 pounds or almost
e per cent. (8)

— 5

DEPARTMENT STORE 3,.LES UP Seles of department stores in February were valusd at
NINE FER CENT IN FEBRU.RY 50,128,000, showing an ineresse of nine per cent over

the 445,857,000 recorded in the corresponding month
lest year, according tu the Dominion Buresu of Statistics, Increases occurred in
all provinces, Alberta and Saskatchewan showing the largest gains of 28 per cent
and 18 per cent, respectively. .dvances in other provinces ranged from 1.6 per
cént in Quebec to 12.4 per cont in the Meritime Provinces,

The month's figures show marked exransion in the sales of women's and children's
apparel, plece goods, shoes and other footwear, men's and boys' clothing and furnishings,
household appliances and electrical supplies, furniture, homefurnishings, stationery,
books end megazines, hardware and kitchenware, There wos a substantial reduction
in the sales of food and kindred products.,

Sales were as fallows by provinces, totals for the same month last year being
in brackets (figures in thousands): Maritines, 43,044 (42,709); Quotoc, $7,657
(¥7,540); Ontario, $20,091 ($18,570); Manitobz, $7,442 (56,679); Scskatchewan, 2,249
($1,912); Jilbeeta, 43,207 (y2,504); British Columbia, 46,438 ($5,943),

During the week ending March 26, department store sales increascd sight per
cent over the corrosponding week last ysar. Seles in Saskatchewan showed the
largest rise of 27 per cent, followed by Alberta with a gain of 19 per cent, Manitoba
and British Culumbia each 12 per cent, Maritimes six per cent, Onterio four pericents,
and Quebec one por cent., (9)

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

Merch 21, 1949 March 24, 1949  Merch 3, 1949

{1935-39=100)

Investors' Price Index

(106 Common Stocks) s ebes. ons L7 106.6 105,8
82 ThousERIL s 4o il balie 2l 100.9 100,4 100,0
M Ubilitagl B s il 115.5 114.1 112.3

8 Banks } +5d cSent LR Aminith 23] o3 13k,8 130.5

ining Stock Price Index

£ 30 “Sinaalea Il & 1 o oz it 83.1 83.4 82,9
25 Gald 8 gy e 1o nde 67.6 67.4 66,5
5 Base Mebals ... 05 kel 0 3 113,24 114.8 ki8R
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IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTION Canadian output of pig iron, ferro-alloys and steel
sunlN ADVANCED IN FEBRULRY  ingots during February continued the gains over last
year reported for Januaery, while stesl castinzs, slightly

fidwn in Fanuary, elso Advaiced.

Pig iros wodustion for thne month, according to figures relsased by the Dominion
Buresu of Statistics, amounted to 172,724 tons, sharply above last year's output
of 151,123 tons. Cumulative output for the first two months of this yeat was 355, 798
tons, an increase of 44,633 tons over the comperable production of 311,165 tons in
1948, Ferro-alloy output in February also rose steeply to 21,713 tons as ngeinst
11,823 tons a year earlier, mering the two-month production 43,644 tons compared
with 28,948 tons for January-February last year.

Production of steel ingots and castings in February aggregated 259,271 tons
comjared with 239,646 tons last year, and for the two months totalled 543,978
against 496,372 tons, Steel ingot output, as earlier reported, was 249,009 tons
in the month as compared with 230,183 tons a year earlier, and for the two months
524,996 agoinst 477,951 tons, Steel castings increased in Februery to 10,262 tons
compared with 9,463 tons last year, while $he cumulative cutput for January and
Februery was 18,982 tons compared with 18,421 last year. (10)

SHIFMENTS OF MOTOR VEHICIES Factory shipments of Canadian-made motor vehicles in
HIGHER IN FEBRU.RY February were substantially above the low figure for

January and moderately higher than in the corresponding
month last year, A greatsr proportion of the cars shipped during the month were
destined for use in Canada, shipments for export showing a merked decline from the
same month last year,

saccarding to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, shipments in February totalled
17,197 units as compered with 13,863 in the preceding month and 16,382 in Februcry
lest year, During the first two months of 1949, shipments amounted to 31,060 units,
down slightly from lest year's corresponding total of 35,097,

During tho monti thers were 9,285 passenger cars shipped as compared with 9,926
& yeer ago, end 7,912 commercial vehicles as compared with 6,456, Of the passengsr
cars, 8,529 were for sale in Canada compered with 7,845, and 756 for export compared
with 2,08l. Commercial wshicles intended for Sale in Cannde numbered 7,143 as against
5,137, while those for export totalled 769 compered with 1,319. (11)

Vi.LUE OF STORAGE BATTERY Thers wos g sharp rise in the wvalue of sales of electric
SLIES HIGHER IN FEBRULLRY storage batterics and parts by principal Canadian producers
in Februery, The month's total was $1,449,089 compared
with $1,148,551 in the same month last year, an increase cof 26 per cent. During the
first two months cof this year, sales cggregated $3,086,706 against $2,413,929 in the
Same period last year, a rise of 27 per cent. Sales in February included 113,551
batteries valued at $1,158,780 for the ignition of internal combustion engines, 50
batteries at 4485 for motoreyele starting, 3,173 cells at 423,930 for farm lighting
plents, 1,292 cells ut 65,686 for railway services, batteries valued at $140,364 for
other purposes, including those for telephone switehboords, and miscellaneous parts
and supplies for batteries valued at $59,844., (12)
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FRODUCTION OF SiWN LUMBER IN JANUARY Production of sown lumber esst of the Rockies
in January is estimated at 149,032,000 feet

board measure, down three and one-half per cent from the Jenuary, 1948 figure of

154,469,000 feet, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Incrsased

production was shown in Prince Edward Islend, Quebec, Cntaric and Manitoba,

witlle doclines were registered in the remaining provinces,

Dutput for the month was as follows by rrovinces, totals for Janunry, 1948 being
in, Srackets: Prinee Edward Island, 311,000 (71,000) feot board measure; Nova Scotia,
17,639,000 (21,472,000); New Brunswieck, 12,523,000 (14,129,000); Qucbec, 26,445,000
(24,002,000); Ontario, 18,489,000 (12,805,000); Menitoba, 3,788,000 {1,748, 0004 ;
Sesketchswan, 13,536,000 (19,376,000); Alberta, 56,301,000 (60,866,000), (13)

STOCKS OF CANMED FRUITS  Stucks of canned fruits and vegebtables held by canners,
AND VEGETU.ELES wholesale dealers and chain store warshouses were higher
on January 1 this year then last, according to the
Dominion Burseu of Statistics., The incrcase in the holdings of canned fruits was
comjeratively small, while that of canned vegetables was substantial,

Overall stocks of cenned fruits emounted to 4,166,726 dozen cans as compared
with 3,942,882 on January 1, 1948, Stocks of poaches -- largost in quantity of the
different fruits -- amounted to 1,558,168 dozen comjared with 1,193,282; pears,
653,013 dozen compared with 974,161; plums, gages, ctc., 672,416 dozen comparaed
with 739,624; cherrics, 395,676 dozen comarcd with 143,199; applesauce, 158,089
dozon compared with 330,287; end apriccts, 112,784 dozen compered with 160,520,

Stocks of canned vegotables totallsd 18,466,731 duzen cans ecmpared with
11,595,907 a year esrlier. There were large increeseés in the inventories of several
of the different kinds. Stucks >f peas rose to 6,593,661 dozen cans from 3,607,447
tomatoes to 4,151,913 dozen from 1,570,277; corn to 2,451,016 dozen from 1,252,813;
baked beans to 1,571,700 dozen from 1,206,100; and green or wax beans to 1,928,950
dozen from 1,766,125,

Inventories of apple juice were down to 875,789 duzen containers from 1,020,020,
other fruit juices to 357,577 dozen from 662,450, but jams were up to 493,665 dozen
from 460,839, and marmaledes to 196,140 dozen from 174,211, Canned foods for infants
woere higher, vegetables amounting to 1,843,062 dozen compared with 1,495,117, and
fruits to 1,620,540 dozen compared with 1,527,127,

Stocks of canned soups were lower, totalling 9,433,585 dozen cans conpared with
10,126,625, but tomato juice rose sharply to 6,204,120 dozen from 2,537,934, afid
tomato catsup to 2,951,989 dozen from 680,510, (14)

CHART BOOK OF EMPLOYMENT ;ND The Dominion Bureau of Statistics has published

FLYROLLS IN CERT.LIN INDUSTRIES  its second annual chart book of employment and
payrolls in certain industries. The present volume

brings forward the series established during the wer by the Wartime Prices and

Trede Board and continued by the Department of Reconstruction and Supply until 1946,

when they were transferred to the Bureau.

In most ccses, the graphs, of which there are 40, trace the course of employ-
ment in the larger industrinl esteblishments in the reriod from 1939 to September 1,
1948; the curves for the payrolls go back to June 1, 1941, the datc on which the
monthly record of woeekly selaries and wages was commenced,

Copies of this chart bock mey be obtained on application to the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics, Ottawae -- pricc, 50 cents per copy. (15)
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CoRLOAJINGS ON CANADLAN RAILWAYS  Cerloadings on Canadian railways for the week ended
March 26 totallsd 73,172 ears compared with e, S5

in the preceding week and 68,813 cers in the same woek last year, The.gain over 1948
was 4,359 cars ur 6.3 per cent. Grain loadings featured the advance, increasing
from 4,643 cors to 7,894, Cres and concentrates were u; 287 cars over last yoar
at 2,374 cars, and gascline and oils from 3,207 to 4,469 cers. Iron and steel
products advanced 416 cars to 1,974, and autos moved in greater volume this yesr,
up 266 cars, L,C.L. merchandise registered a gain from 16,840 to 18,396 cars,

» Gonsiderable declines, however, were shown in loadings of rulpwood, lumber, wyod-
pulp and paper. Receipts from foreign connections receded from 39,906 cars in
the 12th week of 1943 tu 31,278 cars. (16)

REFORTS ISSUED DURING THE WEEK —- (The numbers in this list correspond with those
at the end of news items, indienting the report on which an item is based),

1, Prelininary Price Movements, March 1 (10 cents),
2, Stotisticol Report on the Operation of the Unemployment Insurance ict,
February (10 cents).
3. Canadinn Statistical Review, March (35 cents).
4. Stoeks or Canadian Lubicr, Cheuse and £gas in.Nine Cities; April L.{10 centeil
5. Oapndian Grnin Statistics - Weekly (10 eenis).
6, Monthly Review of the Wheat Situation (10 cents).
7. Live Stock Survey, December 1 -- Cattle, Sheep and Horses (10 cents).
8. Fluid Milk Trade, Januaery (10 csnts).
9. Department Stere Sales and Inventories, February (10 cents).
10, Production of Iron and Steel, February (10 cents):
11, Motor Vehicle Shipments, February (10 cents).
12, Factory Sales of Electric Storage Batteries, February (10 cents).
13, Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hand of Sawmills East of the Rockies,
January (25 cents).
14, Quarterly Report on the Stocks of Canned Fruits and Vegetables on Hand,
January 1, 1949 (25 cents),
15, Chart Bock of Employment and Payrolls in Canadien Industrics (50 cents).
16. Carloadings on Canadian Railways - Weekly (10 eents).
17. Braakfast Foods Industry, 1947 {15 cents),
18. The Sand-Lime Bricx Industry, 1947 (10 conts).
19. Trade of Canade: Exporis of Canadian and Foreign Produce, Fcbruary (25 cents).
20. Fowsr Laundries and Cleaning end Dyeing Establishments, 1947 (25 cents).

Copivs of these and other Bw'eau reports may be obtained on application to
the Dominion Statistician, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa,
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