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HIGHLr3HT3 OF THIS ISSUi 

CNi'S TOTAL FOREIGN TRiDE in Ftbru3ry rose five per cent in value to 413,103 , 330  
frm .392,3J,103 in the corrs1:Jn1in imonth lost year. 

c'C OVE}.ou FVOUR-WL lJNCE OF TR1L with all c:untries in February was 
thwa t, 	 fro 	26,1), )Ji a yoar aio. 

. 	S 	S 

o:-LdLLi Eat OT3 IN FB.LRY wore valued at .2J6,O3o,333, an increase of 
13 oer cit 'ver the corresponding month last year. 

cNi)LN kBOUPL INCOME IN NURY is estimated at v 6A
1
O30,0UO, shoinC, a decline 

of li 3 O)3,3OO from the December figure, but a rise of 63,J3O,OUO or 11 per cent 
ovr Jonuary lost year. 

. 	 . 	 . 

INDUSThIkL EMLOYiINT IN 	shwed a seasonal contraction between January 1 and 
Fbruary 1, but was abcivu the level of a year a&o. 

. 	S 	• 

DRTMENT STOT± SJES rose oigh per cent in March over the corresponding month 
last yuar. 

S 	S 	S 

PRODUCTION OF LECThIC ENERGY by central OiL ctric stations in Canada showed a 
further slight decline in Fbruory. 

. 	S 

HICJ1WY 'IFFIC BhTEEN CLJ dEJ THE UNI'DD STATES in February was 14 por cent 
ruater in voiwa, than in thL same mnth last year. 

S 	S 

'fl1 INZiEX NUT.FN OF FJJ INICES OF £(IICULTURL PRODUCTS fell off 4.7 points between 
January anO EJruary t:) 	the loweot point since May last year. 

STOCKS 01 C dihY BUT'IER ON EEiL 1 amounted to l2,69l,)u.) punds, showing a 
seasonal Iodine fr,-,m the March 1 fiure which stood. at 18,746,0) pounds, but 
suIstontially hi :hur than the h,3'i 3 OJu punds held on prii 1 last year. 

. 	S 	• 

REES OF GIG i-ETThS DN CoNStThL-ION IN Ct.L amounted in February to 1,183 
million as comred with identical amounts of 1,262 million for January this 
year and February last year. 
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fltula'S total foreign trade in Ftbruary rose 
fivO per cent in value to 4 l3,100,000 from 

392, 500,000 in the corresponding month last year. Imports for consumption were up 13 per cent, while domestic merchandise exports wore down by 1.6 per cent. 
Total for the two months ending Fubruary w:s 

875,900 in the same prjod of 1948. 	 ,OOo compared. with Y837,600,000 

As a result of the increase in the value of im.purts and the slight falling-off 
in exports, CanadaTs overall favourable balance of trade with all countries in 
February was down tol200,00O from 28,l0O,Ooo a year ago. For the two months 
the credit balance was 16 1 400 2 000 compared with j61,100 1 000 a year earlier. 

The debit balance on the month's trade with the United Status was 40,600,000 --
almost identical with last year's February figure. In Janunry and February this 
Year the unfavourable balance was 

%07,900 0000 compared with vA3,700,000 last year. 

Thade with the United Kingdom in February produced a credit balance 3f $21,-400000, down from 33,930 0 000 a year ago, while the tva-month total WS reduced to 051,900 0 000 from 77,300,000, 

Imparts for consumption from all countriesin February wore valued at 2O6,OOo, 
000 as compared with l82,200,000 a year ago. Domestic exports totalled 203,00O,0oo 
compared with 208,300,000, and foreign exports •2,l00,00 ainst ;2,000,000. (1) 

MRHNDIE IJVCRTS Ui 	Canada's merchandise imports in February wore valued at 13 PR C.NT IN WPOTMV i206 3 000,000, an increase of 13 per cent over the corres- 
ponding month last year. The total was at the highest 

ve1 on record for February, but at the lowest point Since March last year. The 
trend was generally u'owards among the commodity groups, only one of the nine moving to a lower level. 

Imports from the Un1td States were valued atl48 , 8l6 , 0oo up almost nine per 
. 

cent from last  year's total of 1136,847,000, while the value of goods received from the United Kingdom ros slightly more than 28 mr cent, from 0
17, 8 7 2 , 000 to VA2018,-000 Imports from Intirj American countries as a group were down to 13,689,000 from 14 ,130,000, due in the main to declines in the value of prch - ss from Cuba and Mexico. 

Imports from Venezuela -- for some time Canada's third largest source of supply --
were valued at 16,171,000 comcred with 4 ,967,000. Purchaos from British Malaya 
had a value of 43,484,000 compared with 2l4,000, Australia 2,564,00O compared with 
l64,000, Brazil 2,l83,QoO (1,69,000), British Guiana QIJ 0 31,000 (288 9 000), Mxio 11039,000 ( 1 ,93 0 1 000 ) Colombia 1400,000 (845,000), Dominican Republic %01,142,000 (458 0 000), Belgium and Luxembourg l,515,QoO (556,0oo), and Arabin l,066,00o (nil). 

The Iron and its products group -- consistently the largest of the nine -- rose from 161 , 000 , 000  a year ago to 69,400,OOO Rolling mill products, farm implements 
and machinery, mining and metallurgical machinery, automobiles and parts, Showed the 
larger advances. Household and otho' non-farm machinery wore lower in value, 
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The non-metallic ininorals group fell from V4 36,100,000 last year to 33,700 , 000, 
sharp doelines in coal and cal products outweighing advances in crude petroleum 

• 	and most other conuaoditics. There ws a gain from 10,070,000 to $14,262,000 in 
• 	the non-ferrous metals group, mainly resulting from marked increases in the imports 

of brass and copper products, tin and precious metals except gold. 
V 

The textiles group moved up sharply from i22,253,000 a year ago to 30 , 219, 000 , 
with marked increases inraw cotton and cotton products, wool products, artificial 
silk and products, and iniSce1Lneus textiles. Imports of flax, hemp and jute were 
much lower 1  and raw and uninanufactu.red wool imports were down moderately. 

The agricultural group of imports rose from 322,678,00u to 25,431,030.  The 
trend was mixed among the commodities, with gains in fruits, vegetables, sugar, 
alcoholic beverages, vegetable oils and ruohr, and doc1ins in grains and rroducts, 
cocoa and chocolate, tea, and coffee. 

The animals and animal products L roup rosL. from '7,1l8,dOu to 7,359,300; 
wood, wood products and Ior from 05,794,00 to .;'6,493,000; chemicals and allied 
products from $8,536,000 to 9,623,000; and miscellaneous commodities from 38,594,000 
to 9,534,000. (2) 

CtNDL'N LB0UR INCOii IN JL.NTJRY Carndinn labour income in Thnuary is estimated 
at 3608,303,000, showing a decline of 310,033 1 000 

from the December figure, but a rise of VW,00,00 or 11 per cent over Janucry 
last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

In almost all industries, labour income for the month was lower than in December. 
The primary extractivo industries, together with construction, which are greatly 
curtailed by winter weather conditions, showed the largest decreases. Indexes of 
industrial omploynnt and production both declined in January. 

t.ccording to the Depertzint of Labour, there were only 9,703 working days lost 
in January through strikes and lockouts as compared with 18,939 in December. There 
was a slight gain in average weekly earnings in the nine leading non-agricultural 
industries, and the cost-of-living index dropped one-tenth of a point from 159.6 on January 3 to 159.5 on February 1. 

These factors, however, were over-balanced by the drop in employment, bringing 
about a moderate downward movement in the total purchasing power of the Canadian 
labour farce, (3) 

HI(-IWY ThFFIC T 	Highway traffic between Canada and other United States in 
CDIAN BORD1R P0IN 	February was 14 per cent greater in v1wue than in the 

same month last year, according to the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics, The advance was principally due to Canadian traffic returning from 
the United States which increased by 32 per cunt, while Unitd States traffic 
entering Canada was only eight per cent higher. 

The aggregate number of border crossirjs was 419,9 00 , consisting of 289 1 900 
foreign entries and 130,000 Canadian vehicles returning. Of the foreign inflow, 
35,800 vehicles entered on travLller's vehicle permits, 239,200 were non-permit 
or local entries and 14,900  were commercial vehicles. The Canadian traffic comprised 
6,230 units remaining abroad for more than 24 hours, 10),300 staying for shorter 
periods and 14,500 commercial vehicles. (4) 
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COST-OF-LIVING fl'X3 FOR There were declines in six of the eiht regional city 
EIGHT R.gGIONAL CITIES 	cost-of-living indexes between February 1 and March 1, 

• 	 and as in the preceding month, lower food prices were 
.rincipally responsible, Clothing prices at most centres continued to average 
-i Tii.r, while indexes for hoinefurnishings and services presented a variod pattern. 

rdine to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the index number for Saint 
3ihn fell 0,4 points to 155,8 between February 1 and March 1; Montreal,. 0,4 to 
162.0; Saskatoon, 0,4 to 161.6; Edmonton, 0.2 to 154.2;  Toronto, 0.1 to 154.6; 
and Vancouver, 0.1 to 160.7. 

The index for the city of Winnipeg rorriained unchanged at 153,8, while that 
for Haltrax rose 0.2 to 152.3.  The index for this latter centre was suppca'ted by 
higher quotations for fuel, clothing, and honfurnishings and services, which over-
balanced lower foods. The Dominion index receded 3,3 to 157,9 between February 1 
and March 1. 

The following table compares the latest city and Dominion cost-of-living indexes: 

March 1, 1918 Fobrx'.ry 1, 1949 March 1, 1949 

(iuust )  1939-103) 

Halifax.., 	........... 145,5 152,1 152.3 
SaintJohn 	.................. 148.9 156.2 155,8 
M,ntrea1 	....... 151,0 162.4 162.0 
Toronto 	.,,.., 	...... 148.1 154.7 154 .6 

145.6 153.8 153.8 
Saskatoon,,,......, 153.1 162,3 161.6 
Edmonton................... 145.9 154,4 154.2 
Vancouver, 	............. 149.7 160.8 160.7 

Domjnion,,.....,,,,.,,.,,.. 19.6 158.2 157.9 

The city incexUs SLOW cngs in livin.; costs for ach city and compare the 
extent of rise or fall between cities. They do not, however, compare actual levels 
of 1ivin costs, 

DPLR'BvUNT STORE SidES 	xrtrKnt sturo sales inCanaLJ.0 as a whole rose eight per 
cent in March over the corresponding month last year, 

according to preliminary figures released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
There were wide variations in the percentage changes among the provinces, ranging 
from a gain of 29 per cent in British Columbia to a decline of 17 per cent in the 
Maritimes. Sales in Alberta were up 20 per cent, Saskatchewan 14 per cent, Manitoba 
13 per cent, Ontario five per cent, while s..les in Q.,uobec were unchanged. 

Sales advanced 18 per cent during the week ending April 2 over the corresponding 
period last your, Largest gain of 23 per cent was shown in the Maritime Provinces., 
followed by Quebec with a gain of 25 per cant, Ontario 17 per cent, Saskatchewan 
15 per cent, Alberta 13 per cent, Manitoba 12 per cent, and British Columbia 12 per 
cent, 
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F 	PRICES OF AGRICULTURL PRODUCTS Continuing the genor downward tre in 
, 	 evidence since the August peak -- interrupted 

nly in December -- the index number of farm prices of a6ricultura1 products fell 
ff 4,7 points between January and February to reach the lowest point since May 

Lst year, The decline from the January level was attributable to lower prices for 
rains other than wheat, livestock, poultry and eggs. 

According to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the index for February, on the 
base 1935-39-100 1  stood at 252,5, down from the January figure of 257.2, but up 
from the February, 1948 standing of 240.3, The February index compares with the 
hir,h figaro of 264.1 for august, and 247,5 for May last. 

indexes for Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia moved to higier levels between 
January and February, but those for the ronining provinces were lower. Figures 
follow with indexes for January in brackets: Prince Edward Island, 200.7 (196j); 
Nova Scotia, 215.7 (213.9); New Brunswick, 224.0 (227.3); Quebec, 269.9 (273,6); 
Ontario, 259.2  (266.2); Manitoba, 256.1 (263.0); Saskatchewan, 240,9 (2 43,9); 
Alberta, 254.9 (260,2), and British Columbia, 240,9 (246.3). (5) 

STOCKS ND MjRTINGS OF Stocks of CanaJ inn wheat in store or in transit in North 
V(}AT AND COARSE GRt.itB 	America at midnight on March 31 amounted tu 130,7317,000 

bushels, down 3,896,000 bushuls from the March 24 total, 
but 42,634,000  bushels higher than on the corresponding date last year, according 
to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

During the weok, fornrs in the Prairie Prvinces marketed 1,192,000 bushels 
of wheat as compared with 835,000  in the some week last year. Clearances of wheat 
for export totalled 3,662,030 bushels compared with 1,208,300 a year ago. 

The following quantities of coarseCrams were also delivered from farms in 
the Prairie Provinces durin the week ending ioarch 31, totals for the same week 
last year being in brackets: oats, 1,322,000 (481,030) bushels; barley, 538,330 
(206,333); rye, 84,Ouu (13,)33); flaxseod, 95,000 (24,000). (6) 

STOCKS LCAILIR ON PRIL 1 Stocksf meat hold by wholesale butchers and co]d 
storage warehouses on April 1 amounted to 77,819,000 

pous, showing a oomaratively small increase over the March 1 total of 73,951,0 30  
pounds, but sharply lower than the 132,516,030 pounds held on the same date lost year. 

Current stocks of fruzen nxat fell to 44,032,000 pounds from 90,164,000 a year 
ago. Mast marked decline was shwn in the holdin€s of pork which were reduced to 
16,923,000  pounds from 57,885,000.  Frozen beef stocks fell to 17,982,030 pounds 
from 24,638,00u, veal to 1,562,OoO pounds from 1,804,30u, and mutton and lamb to 
2 1 710,000 pounds from 5,837,000. 

Stocks of fresh meat declined to 14,861,000 poUndS from 18,039,000 on April 1 
last year. Fresh pork stocks fell to 4,058,330 pounds from 6,371,300, beef to 
8,434,000 pounds from 10,207,300, veal to 862,030 pounds from 1,119, 00o, and mutton 
and lamb to 107,000 pounds from 342,000. 

Ho1d.ins of cured meat were down to 18,926,333 pounds from 24,313,000  on the same 
date last year, pork fo1lin; to 16,215,030  pounds from 23,142,000, and beef to 
661,003 pounds from 1,171,000.  I,,xd stocks were higher, totalling 4,112,000 pounds 
as compared with 3,816,000. (7) 



STOCKS OF FRUIT 1ND V.GETABIES Stocks of fruit, frozen and in preservatives on 
TTHE BEGINNING OF APRIL 	April 1 were lower than at the beginning of March, 

but were higher than a year ago, according to the 
i minion Bureau of Statistics. Holdings amounted to 32,360,000 pounds as compared 
':tth 35,)14,003 on March 1 and 28,891,000 on the corresponding duto last year. 
ril 1 stocks of vegetables, frozen and in brine, were down in both comparisons, 

,758,3o3 pounds compared with 1 3 , 069,00.) on March 1 and 9,069,000 
- ar earlier 1  

of Canadian veetab1es on April 1 were all increased over a 
potatoes being up from 192,810 tons to 205,182, onions from 1,232 tons 

t 	7,473 0  boots from 297  tons to 901, carrots from 985 tons to 6,330 , cabbages 
m 183 tons to 388, and parsnips from 117 tons to 441. Stocks of Canadian oolery 

2,959 orates as against nil a year ago. 

.ro were 174 tons of imported onions as compared with 585 on April 1 last year, 
f ir.;.rted cthages on hand cparod with 731, and 23,335 crates of imported 

'.,'k6 ui i.LOii ON iPtdL 1 	Cold storago holdings of fish on April 1 amounted to' 
25,070,000 pounds, down from the March 1 figure of 

,801 9 00u pounds, but up from 23,485,003 pounds held on the corresponding date 
..t year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Stocks on the latest 

comprised 230273,000 pounds frozen fresh and 1 ,797, 300 pounds frozen smoked. 

There were increases over a year ago In the stocks of cod and Inland fish, 
1dings of haddock, salmon, sea herring and other sea fish were lower 1  Totals 

follow by kinds, those for AprIl 1 last year being in brackets: cod, 3,115,000 
(2,805 0 000) pounds; haddock, 676,UuD (1,320,003); salmon, 3,858,000 (5,446,000); '.on. herring, 6,473,033 (6 0 826,003); other sea fish, 2,928,003 (4,838,000); inland 

.h, 7,540 1 000 (2,580,000). (9 

3lu3KS OF BUTlER, CLiiS AND Stocks of cre:.mery butter on April 1 amounted to 
.LGGS ON APRIL 1 	12,691,000 pounds, showing a seasonal decline from 

the vLorch 1 figure which stood at 18,746,030 pounds, 
but substantially higher than the 8,379,33 pounds held on April 1 last year. The 
arch 11out-of-storago" moveiint was 6, 103,uou pounds as compared with a similar 

of 13,600,033 pounds in the same month last year. 

Jheeso stocks on AprIl 1 totalled 24,443,030 pounds as compared with 27,866,000 
..'.rch 1 and 22,53u,300 a year ago. Stocks of evaporated whole milk hold by or 'or 

anuracturors amounted to 15,260,330 pounds as compared with 12,621,00J on 
.rch 1 and 3,472,0o a year ear1ir. Stocks of skim milk powder rose to 7,352,003 

mis from 6,673,000 on March 1, and 2,340,000 pounds last year. 

.tocks of shell OS wore higher on April 1, totalling 396,303 cases as compaid. 
k . 214,3J on March 1 and 314 1 000 a year ago. Holdins of frozen eggs amounted to 

I' , .0 ca&s as against 17 3 ,003 on March 1 and 223,300 last year. 

..1dinrs of i- nuI'rv meat vro lover on April 1, amounting to 8 ,367, 000  pounds -, 	. 303 on March 1 and 21,904,333 on the seine date last year, (10) 
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CREIdVIERY BUTR PRODUCTION Continuiri the gains record.od in the four previous 
HIGR IN MARCH 	 months, creamery butter production increased 598,003 

pounds in March to 11,909,000 pounds from 11,391,000 
in March last year. This raised the total for the first quarter of the year to 
u,118,000 pounds from 23,374,000 in the like period of 1948, or by s1iht1y more 

than six per cent. 

Cheddar cho.se production in March was Jown 393,000 pounds, amounting to 
1,293,300 pounds compared with 1,686,0u. First quarter total was 2 1 643,000 pounds 
compared with 3,587,000 in the same perixl of 1948, a decline of 26 per cent. 

Output of concentrated milk products in the month amounted to 24,382,003 
pounds compared with 21,328,000 in the corrosponding month last year, raising the 
total for the first t'roe months of 1942 to 50,22,003 pounds from 47, 078,300 
a year earlier, (U) 

BIFTII ND DEATH RATES Contjnujn the downward, trend shown in the first half of 
SnOW DOWNWARD TREND 	the year, Canada's birth rate fell to 27.2 per 1,000 

population in the first nine months of 1948 from 29.5 in 
the corresponding period of 1 947. The general mortality rate was also lower at 
9.2 as compared with 9.4, the infant mortality rate falling from 45 in 1947 to 
44, and the maternal death rate moving down from 1.6 to 1.4. The rate of natural 
increase in the nine months was reduced to 18.3 from 20.1. 

Preliminary figu.res for the January —Sept ember period of last year issued by 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics place the number of live births at 262,624 as 
compared with 277,281 in the same period of 1947. Deaths at all ages numbered 
89,318 as eomr.arod with 83,10, and the natural increase in the population was 
173,606 as compared with 189,131. Marriages totalled 91,895 compared. with 96,611, 
and the marriage rate was 9.5 compared. with 10.3. 

Stillbirths numbered 5,141 compared with 5,764 in the first nine months of 19 4 7. Deaths under one year totalled, 11,607 compared with 12,593, while deaths Under one  
month numbered 6,756 as compared with 7,411. There wore 376 maternal deaths 
compared with 436. 

Diseases of the heart accounted for 25,179 deaths in the first nine months of 
1948, or 28.3 per cent of the total from all causes. This compares with 23,506 
deaths or 26,7 per cent in the same psriod of 1947. Deaths from cancer totalled 
11,933 compared with 11,531, intracranial lesions of vascular origin 7,567 compared 
with 7,146, nophritis 5,105 compared with 4,972, pneumonia 4 8 434 compared with 4 3195, tuberculosis 3,690 compared with 4,296, diseases of the arteries 1,754 
compared with 1,746, diarrhoea and enteritis 1,399 compared with 1,567, motor 
vehicle accidents 1 ,354 compared with 1,291, and other accidents 4,214 compared 
with 4,310, (12) 

PASSENGER ThkFFIC ON URBN 	ND The number of passenger carried by urban and 
INT.RRtJRBiN TRANSIT CO1vLPANIES interurban transit companies in December totalled 
cent or 8 57,377 over the same 

144,613,142, showing a minor 
month 

increase of 0.6 per 
had heavier 

last year. 	Both urban and interurban, lines passenger traffic, the former being up 776 0 493 and the latter 83,884 over December, 1947. 

A feature of the urban record was the great advance in the traffic moved by 
trolley bus which numbered 11,356,725 for tIX, month as against 6,165,510 one year 
earlier. Autobus traffic a1sr, increased, while eloetric cars have shown steady decline, (13) 
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0U'UT OF CiNTL ELECTRIC ST0NS Production of electric energy by central 
electric stations in Canada showed a further 

light decline in February, ainou.ntin to 3,401,425,300  kilowatt hours as compared 
with 3,492,823,003 in the corresponding month last year. The decrease of 2.7 per 
sent was about the same as that registered in January, and the aggregate for the 
two months onding February fell to 7,loU,897,330 kilowatt hours from 7,246,997 1 030 
in the like period of 1948. 

Consumption in tho month amounted to 3 1  2 50 ,193, 030  kilowatt hours compared 
with 3,382,982,000 a year earlier, primary power falling to 3,114,191,030 kilowatt 
hours from 3,171,019,000, and secondary to 136,302,000 kilowatt hours from 211,-
963,303. Total consumption for the two months amounted to 6,803,479,000 kilowatt 
hours, down from 7,308,228,000 in the liks period of 1948. 

L'xports to the United States in February wore increased to 161,793, 300  kilowatt 
hours from 122,526,030 a year ago, and in the two months to 313,374,0 03 kilowatt 
hours from 258,818,030. 

Production was as follows by provinces in February, totals for the sam month 
last year being in brackets (thousands omitted): Queboc, 1,737,466 ( 1 ,955,849) 
kilowatt hours; Ontario, 1,301,728 (885 2 324); British Columbia, 243,654 (266,527); 
Manitoba, 185,679 (181,736); Saskatchewan, 67,9 09 (63,811); Alberta, 62,287 
(58,287); Nova Scotia, 57,081 (53,955); New Brunswick, 44,202 (26,262); PrInce 
Edward Island, 1,419 (1,372). (14) 

SECURITY PRICE IN]10S 

pril 7, 1949 March 31, 1949 March 13, 1949 

(1935-39=1 30 ) 

Investors' Pricu Ifldjx 

(106 0omm.n Stocks) 	...... * 106,7 107.1 107.0 
82 Industrials 	........... 133,0 133,9 101 1 1 
16 UtIlities 	....,..,,,. llb.5 115.5 113.7 

8 Banks...... .. ........ 132.4 131.3 331.2 

Mining Stock Price Index 

(30 StcI) 	............... 85.9 83.1 83.4 
25 Golds 	................. 71.7 67.6 67.5 
5 Base Metals 113.2 113.4 114.5 

CIG~MTTE iM TOBACCO Releases of cigarettes for consumption in Canada amounted 
RELEASES IN FEBRUARY 	in February to 1,183 million as compared with identical 

amounts of 1,262 million for January this year and February 
a year a, accordIni to figures published in the weekly supplement to the Canadian 
Statistical Review. The month's total was the lowest since July last year. 

Cigars released during February totnlLid 17.7  million as compared with 17.5 
million In the previous month and 19.2 million in February, 1948. Reloasos of cut 
tobacco amounted to 1,987,330 pounds as ainst 2,037,003 in January and 1,940,300 
in the corresponding month Inst year; plug tobacco to 192 1 030 compared with 193,000 
and 237, 00 .ltftio, ruspctivu1y; and snuff to 68,3cC as against 87,003  and 78,333 
pounde. 
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UTFUT OF BIhR TD SPIRITS 
:Q IN FEBRUIRY 

the end of the mont vr 
no:ntL and a year earflt;r. 

Foduction of beer and spirits and the qutity of 
spirits bottled. during February was lower than in 
February lost year, while stocks of distilled. liquor 

:r ta:.o ti. ot 	at th 	o 	f the :revi us 

:ier produced during th.-, neath idlinicL to .7o,703 arre1s (r 25 a11ons) 
l:L..fl1 

 
4J,100 barrels in January and 467,2o0 barruls in February last year. Production 

f new spirits amounted to 1,91 3 3 3o3 proof gnllons as ainst 1,963,033 and 2,443,030 
allons, respectively, while the quantity of spirits bottled was also lower at 
73,33J proof gallons compared with 713,330 in January and 733,000 gallons in 

Jbruary last year. Stocks of distilled liquor at the and of February increased to 
71,543 ,3 33 :)rocf o11:ns fr-r, 70 ,65 3 , 3 .33  at the nd. of January and compares with 

,•.... 

3Li.0. 3u inL L ±eU.rx 	'1heru were about a 1,333 more dwelling units 
3UNTINULI GAINS OVER 	 R 	completed in Canada during February this yeor 

than in 1948, while the number of units on which 
cnstruction was begun was slightly lower, according to estimates by thu Dominion 
Buruau of Statistics. Total completions and starts in the first two months of the 
year, however, swore subs tant ially higher than last year, and the number of units 
unLe c.ritriotLn at 	cal el' .bruary was over 11,030 greater than a year earlier. 

ewiIiro wito c: 1etJ in the month are put at 4,837 as com1red with 3,778 
in February lest year, ma&ing an estimated total of 11,453 for the first two months 
dl' the year as against 7,514 in the samo period. of 1948.  Number of units on which 
work was begun in February was 1,745  as compared with 1,394 last year, but owing 
to a large gain in starts in January the total for the first two months increased 
t.: 4,811 as against 3,569 in 1948. At the end of February there wore an estimated 

units under construction compared with 33,273 at tlio same date last year. 

He average length of timt to buill the dwelling units C leted in February 
7.3 months from 7.0 months 1' or those completed. in January, and 6.4 for 

cembur, This appears t:. be the nmal seasonal increase, according to the Bureau, 
nly 17 per cent of those finished in the month took longer than nine months to 
mpLt:. Jul,:in..' ty ftc ty•: cf Tho:l1ins, as in 1943, one-fourth of those 

j..orareferrentalpurposus. 

luring February by regio, with fi;ures for 
::bruary, lfrO Ii baekt3 1  ver..: tharitlmo Provinces, 358 (174); Quebec, 1,l5 (ifl) ,  0ntri , 1,1 ( 1 , 5k), riao. ht u-ri IslanI, 717 (676), Britisn Columbia, 

Ji1 r iu3f3 L4 	1-rdueors' saks of products made from Canadian 
clays were substantially higher in January than 

ir the corresper1ing month lest year, totalling •,1,268,O33 os compared with 982,•33U, 
ccc. 0 tag to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 

,ies for the month were as follows, totals for January, 1948 being in 
Lracit: building brick, 704,665 ( 4 9 3 ,252); structural tIlu, ?2)l,362 (166,98l); 
Jrain tile, 47,292  (34,3U9); sewor pipe, 155, 344 (136 3 262); fireclay blocks 
and shapes, 290 02 (33,637); pottery, 70,31 (,;61,73U); other clay products, 

53,41.2  



I _ 

PRODUCTION JtND SHIPMNT3 
OF FORTkdJD CEiNT 

by 	oominion Bureau of 

r 	 February, output 
:yotb i'.st y(,ar, 

Just 

Production and shipimnts of Portland cnent by Canadian 
rnanufacturers wore hiiher in February than in the corros-
pondin month of 1)13, acc3rdinlll  to figures released 

Statistics, 

amounted to 1,103,605 barrels as compared with 1,003,963 in 
During the first two months of this year, 2,225,264  barrels 

2,ull,'713 in th similar period of 19 48. 

tomurs daring th nontli amcantd to 903,307  barrels as compared 
u4u j uj2 a year earlier. In the cumulativo poriod, 1,529 ; 351 barrols were shipped 

1 ,146,480 in 1943.  Stocks at plants and warchJuses. at the end of February 
ttL. 	;2,947 barrels compared with 1,595,010  on the same date a year ago. (17) 

rU1. u.i 

 

6 L;I~LqCRETE BUILDG TERL'JS Production of concrete building blocks by 
inanuIacturors which normally account for the 

bulk of the total for Canada, amounted to 3,034,335 in February as compared with 
2,011,476 in the same month last your, according to the Doniinion Bureau of Statistics. 
Uutput of concrete brick fell to 860,863 from 93,659 a year earlier, while the 

duction of drain pipe, sower pipe, water pipe and culvert tile amounted to 8 1 021 
with 10,226. (13) 

iTS with pruction rduced as a result of the labour dispute, 
Ii 	R1.LoY 	shipmonts of asbestos from Canadian mines during February 

declined sharply to 26,148 tons from 43,872 tons in January 
:nd 50,127 tons in February last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
3bipments for the first two months of the year totalled 75, 3 20 tons as against 
i6,760 tons in the corresonding period of 1948.  Exports during February cmou.nted 

33,223 tans compared with 44,631 tons a your ago, and for the two nnths to 76,660 
rr'. 1 ohti )2,3" 	tmns. 	(1 

oas by Canadian steel mills, exclusive 
L. 	Ui 	.f 	 mt eo.ono, totalled 233,548  net tons in January 

compared with 212,86 nut tons in December, accordia to the 
omin1on Bureau of StatiStiCs, The January total included 3,214 tons of semi- 

finished shapes, 17,265 tons of struoturals, 19,484 tons of plates, 33,200 tons 
f rails, 5,764 tons of tie plates and track material, 54,635 tons of hot rolled 
bars, 13,219 tons of pipes and tubs, 25,540 tons of wire rods, 18,41) tons of 
black shoots, 7,722 tons of galvanized shoots, 8,328 tons of castings, 5,321 tons 
1' miscellaneous hot rolled pructs, and 16,437 tons of all other products. The 

'mount of '1 roducors' inte'rchanç'e was 89,761  tens in January and 66,005 tons in 

........ 

nded içril 9 declined to 71,997  curs from 
3,491 cars in thkz precain week and 77,789 cars in the corresponding week last 

year. The main declines from 1948  were in coal, pulpwood, lumber, miscellaneous 
reight, and live stock. Grain, ores and concuntratos, building products, gasoline 

- nd retro1eum:11s, iron and steel products, and automobiles wore among the larger 
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RP0RTS ISSUED DURING D-iii 'TK -- (Thu numbers in this list correspond with those 
at the unci of news items, indicating the report on w1iich an item is based). 

1, Monthly Summary of ruin Th5de, February (13 cents). 
2. Imports for Consumption, February (10 cents). 

Monthly Estintes of Canadian Labour Income in Canada, January (13 cents). 
4. Highway Thaff Ic at Canadian Border Points, February (10 cents). 
5, Index Numbers of Farm Prices of L.gricultu.ral Products, February (13 cents). 

Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents). 
Holdings of Mazt, Ird and Tallw, April 1 (10 cents). 

. Stocks of Fruit and Vegetables, April 1 (io cents). 
Cold Storage Holdings of Fish, April 1 (10 cents). 
Stocks of Dairy and Poultry Products, April 1 (13 cents), 
Dairy Factory Production, March (13 cents). 
Preliminary Report on Births, Deaths and Marriages, Third Quarter 

of 1948  (25 cents), 
'ansit Report, December (10 cents). 

Central Electric Stations, February (10 cents). 
15, Housing Bulletin No. 14 - April (13 cents), 

Products Made from Canad.ian C1ys, January (10 cents). 
Cement 1  February (io cents). 

13. Concrete Building Blocks and Cement Pipe, February (10 cents). 
Asbestos, February (10 cents). 
PrImary Iron and Steel, January (io cents). 
Cerloadings on Canadian Railways - Weekly (10 cents). 
Miscellaneous Iron and Steel Products Industry, 1947 (10 cents). 
Medicinal and Pharmaceutical Prei.arations  Industry, 1947 (25 cents). 
Salt,  February (10 cents). 
Handbags, Luggage and Sundry Leather Goods; Leather Belting, Leather Boot 

and Sho Findings, 1947  (25 cents). 
Suuiary of Cold Storage Reports, 1948  (25 centd. 

Copies of these and other Bureau reports may be obtained on application to 
the DoiTlinion Statistician, Dominion Bureau of statistics, Ottawa. 

1 
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