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--- HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS-ISSUE~==_

CiaNADA'S TOT..L FOREIGN TRADE in February ross five por cent in valus to $413,120,000
from $3%2,500,000 in the corrésponding month last yecor.,

CiNADA 'S OVERsLL ®LVOURARIE 14, L.NCE OF TRADE with all countriss in February was
down to \_'vl, 21)‘..),'\;‘-,"-‘) fI‘ QI o Zd,l\)\)' DO e ysar ago.

MERCHANDISE LMPORTS IN FEBWULRY wore velusd ot §2u06,000,000, an’'increase of
13 yer cent vver the corresponding month last year,

CulNADIAN LnBOUR INCOME IN JANU:RY is ostimated at VGJS,OJQ,OJO, showing a decline
of 410,000,000 from the Deccmber figure, but a rise of 63,000,000 or 11 per cent
pver Jaenunry last year, :

. . .

INDUSTR IAL EMELOYVIENT IN CiIND. showed = seasonsl contraction between Januery 1 and
February 1, but was above the level of a yoar ago.

DEPARTMENT STORE S.IES ross eight per cent in March over the corresponding month
last yonr.

PRODUCTION OF BELECTRIC ENERGY by central ¢lcctric stations in Canads showed a
further slight dsclins in Fsbruary, '

HIGWAY TRAFFIC EETWEEN CANLD, oD THE UNITED STATES in February was 14 por cent
greatér in vgluse ther in the samé month last year.

THE INDEX NUMBER OF FARW PRICE3 OF AGRICULTURAL FRODUCTS full off 4.7 points betwesn
Januery and ¥Fsbruary to reacli the lowest point since May last year,

STOCKS OF CREAMERY BUTTER ON APRIL 1 amcunted te 12,691,000 pounds, showlng a
seasonal decline from the March 1 figure which stood ot 18,746,000 pounds, but
substantinlly higher than the ©,379,000 pounds held on April 1 last year,

RAELELSES OF CIGARETTES FOR CONSUMPTION IN CiNali smounted im February to 1,183

million as compared with identical emounts of 1,262 million for January this
year and February last year.
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CANADA'S FOREIGN TRADE IN FEERULRY  Cannda's total forecign trads in February rose
Tive per eoent in valuo to v413,100,000 from

$392,500,000 in the corresponding month last year. Imports for consumption were

up 13 per cent, while domestic morehandisc exports were down by 1.6 por cent,

Total for the two months cnding Fobruary wes 5,875,900, 000 compared with 837,600,000

in the same period of 1948,

As & result of the inerease in the value of imports and the slight falling-off
in exports, Canada's overall favourable balance of trade with 2ll countries in
Fobruary was down to ;liZO0,000 from 428,100,000 S year agc. For the two months
the credit balance wes %16,400,000 compercd with v61,100,000 a yoar earlier,

The debit balance on the month's trade with the United Stetcs was &40,600,000 -
almost identical with last year's February figure., In Janunyy and February this
year the unfavourable balance was +87, 900,000 compared with 83,700,000 last year,

Trade with the United Kingdom in February produced & credit balanes of y2l,-
4001000, down from $}3,900,000 9 year ago, while thé two-month totel was reduced
to $51,900,000 from %77,300, 000, :

Imports for consumption from all countries in Februery were valued at +206,000, -
000 as compared with v182,200,000 a year 282, Domcstic exports totalled $205,000,000
compared with 9208,300,000, and foreign exports +2,100,000 agninst 52,000,000. (1)

———

MERCHANDISE IMPGRTS Up Canada's merchandises imports in Fubruary were valued at
12 PER CENT IN FEBRULRY v206,000,000, zn inerease of 13 per cent over the eorres-

ponding month last year. The total was at the highest
lavel on record for February, but ot the lowest point since larch last yevor, The
trend was gensrally upwards among the commodity groups, only one of the nine moving
to a lower level,

Imports from the United States werc veluod at ¥148,816,000, up elmest nine per
cent from last year's total of §136,847,000, while the value of goods received from
the United Kingdom rose slightly more than 28 per cont, from 17,872,000 to ¥22,918, -
000. Imports from latin American countrics as g group were down to {13,689,000 fraom
$l4,130,000, due in the main to declinss in the value of purchasss from Cuba end Mexico,

Imports from Venezuela -- for soms time Canada's third largest source of supply --
wers valued at $6,171,000 comprred with v4,967,000, Purchases from British Malaya
had & value of 3,484,000 compared with 214,000, Australia ¥2, 564,000 compared with
v164,000, Brazil ¥2,183,000 (¥1,693,000), British Guieng +1,031,000 (288,000), Mexico
$1,039,000 (31,930,000), Colombia 1,000,000 (;845,000), Dominiecan Republic $l,142,000
($458,000), Belgium and Luxembourg 41,515,000 (+556,000), and Arabia v1,066,000
(nil) .

The iron and its moducts group -- consistently the largsst of the nine -- rose
from $61,000,000 & year ago to 69,400,000, Rolling mill products, farm implements
and machinery, mining and metallurgical machinery, automobiles ani parts, showed the
larger advances, Household and othe~ non-farm machinery were lower in value,
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The non-metallic mincrals group fell from 436,100,000 last year to 433,700,000,
sharp declines in coal and coal products outweighing advances in crude petroleun
and most other commoditizs. There wes a =zain from {19,070,000 to $14,262,000 in
the non-ferrous metals group, mainly resulting from marked increcses in the inports
of brass and copper mmoduets, tin and precious metals cxcept gold.

The textiles group moved up sherply from 22,253,000 a year ago to +30,219,000,
with marked increases inraw cotton and eotton products, wool products, artificial
Silk and -products, and miscellenevus textiles, Imports of flax, hemp and jute were
much lower, and raw and unmanufsctured wool imports were down moderately,

The agricultural group of imports rose from §22,678,00J to $25,431,000, The
trend was mixed among the commodities, with gains in fruits, vegetaebles, sugar,
aleoholic beverages, wegetable 5ils and rubber, and declines in greins and rroducts,
cocoa and chocolate, tea, and coffee,

The animals and animal products &rzup rose from ¢7,118,000 to $7,359,000;
wood, wood products and japer from v5,794,000 to +6,493,000; chemicals and allied
products from 8,536,000 to +9,623,000; and miscsllaneous commodities from $8,594,000
to 9,534,000, (2)

CANADLAN L4LBOUR INCOME IN J/ANULRY Camcdian labour income in January is estimated

at $608,000,000, showing & decline of §10,000,000
from the December figure, but a rise of 63,000,000 or 11 per cent over January

last ycar, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

In almost all industries, labour income for the month was lower then in December.
The primary extractive industrics, together with construction, which are greatly
curtaileod by winter weather conditions, showed the largest deerenses. Indexes of
industrial omployment and proluetion both declined in Janucry .

According to the Department of Labour, there were only 9,700 working days lost
in January through strikes anl lockouts as compared with 18,939 in December, There
was a slizht gain in average weekly earnings in the nine leading non-agricultural
industries, and the cost-of-living index dropped one-tenth of a point from 159.6
on January 3 to 159,5 on February 1.

These factors, however, were over-balanced by the drop in employment, bringing
about a moderate downwerd movement in the total purchasing power of the Canadian
labour force, (3)

HIGHWAY TRAFFIC AT Highway traffic between Canade and uther United States in

CANADIAN BORDER POINTS Fobruery was 14 per cent groeater in volume than in the
sams month last year, accordins to the Dominion Buroau

of Statistics, The advance was principally due to Canadian traffic returning from

the United States which inercased by 32 per cent, while United States traffic

oentering Canada was only eicht per cent higher.

The aggregete number of border crossings was 419,900, consisting of 289,900
foreign entries and 130,000 Conzdian vehiclos returning, Of the foreign inflow,
35,800 vehicles entered on traveller's vehicle permits, 239,200 were non-permit
or local entries end 14,900 were commercial vehicles. The Cenadian traffic compr ised
6,200 units remaining abroad for more than 24 howrs, 109,300 staying for shorter
periods and 14,500 commercial wehicles, (4)

——
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0ST-OF-LIVING INDEX53 FOR There were declines in six of the eight regional city
IGHT REGIONAL CITIES cost-of-living indexes between Februery 1 and March 1,
and as in the preceding menth, lower fcod rrices were
principally responsible, Clothing prices et most centres continusd to average
higher, while indexes for homefurnishings and scrvices presented & var ied pattern,

o
E

fiecording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the index number for Saint
John fell 0,4 points to 155.8 between Februcry 1 and March 1; Montreal, 0.4 to
162,0; Saskatoon, 0.4 to 161.6; Edmonton, 0,2 to 154,2; Toronto, 0,1 to 154.6;
and Vancouver, 0,1 to 160,7.

The index for the city of Winnipeg rempined unchanged at 153.8, while that
for Halifex rose 0,2 to 152,3. The index for this latter centre was supported by
higher quotations for fuel, clothing, and homefurnishinge and services, which over-
belanced lower foods, The Dominion index receded 3.3 to 157.9 botwecn February 1
and March 1,

The following table compares the latest city and Dominion cost-of-living indexes:

Mgrch 1, 1948 PFebruery 1, 1949 March 1, 1949

(iugust, 1939=100)

I{alif&x sr Qe r e ERRNeEPRNIREEIERNNIL CS 145.5 15201 152.3
SRENE TOMR .\ oS wAahtau baka » i 148.9 156.2 155,8
Manfroql ~. 4l bl careddgl o s 154,0 1624 162,0
Toranto sweeenssessacsnarvenos i 14801 154‘0’7 15‘4’.6
FUBBiped e s v RSTRN o e « v bk i 145,6 153, 8 153.8
SRR A (5.t b inaime SO v vt 155 i 162,09 161.6
BRRONERE 450 e s il Dol e il 145, 9 154.4 154.2
WRACOHTEF § 42555 0 0 e b0 s 149.7 160.8 160,.7
Dominion nc--on'o-o'-o-..-ooa-. 1*906 158'2 15709

The city indexes show changes in living costs for ‘sach city and compare the
extont of rise or full between cities., They do not, however, compare actual levels
it 1i8ring..cistiSs,

DEPARTMENT STORE SLIES  Deopertrment store sales in Canada as a whole rose eight per

cent in March over the corresponding month last year,
according to preliminary fizures relecsed by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,
There were widc variations in the percentage changes among the provinces, ranging
from a gein of 29 per cent in British Columbin to o decline of 17 per cent in the
Maritimes, Sales in Alberta were up 20 per cent, Saskatchewan 14 per cent, Manitoba
13 per cent, Onterio five per cent, while s:les in Quobec were unchanged,

Sales advanced 18 per cent during the week onding April 2 over the corresponding
period last year, Ilargest galn of 23 per cent was shown in the Maritime Provinces,
followed by Quebeoc with a gain of 25 per cent, Ontario 17 per cent, Saskatchewan
15 per cent, Alberta 15 yer coent, Manitoba 12 per cent, and British Columbia 12 per
cont,
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FiRlM PRICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS  Continuinz the general downward trend in
svidence since the sucust peek ~- interrupted

snly in December =-~ the index number of farm prices of agricultural products fell

off 4,7 points betweon Jenuary and February to reach the lowest point sines May

last year, The decline from the January level was attributable to lower prices far

grains other than wheat, livestock, poultry and sggs.

Adccording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the index for February, on the
base 1935-39=100, stood at 252.5, down from the January figure of 257.2, but up
from the Fobruary, 1948 standing of 240,3., The February inlex compares with the
high figuro of 264,1 for iugust, and 247,5 for Mey last,

Indoxes for Prince Edward Island end Nowva Scotia moved to higher levels between
January and February, but those for the remaining provinces were lower, Figures
follow with indexes for January in brackets: Prince Edward Island, 200,7 (196,5);
Nova Scotia, 215.7 (213.9); New Brunswick, 224,0 {227,3); Quebec, 269 9 (973,805
Ontario, 259.2 (266,2); Manitoba, 256,1 (263 J); oaokﬁtchuwﬂn 240,9 (245,9%;
Alberta, 254,9 (260,2); and British Columbia, 240.9 [ 25658 o I'S)

STOCKS 4ND MARKETINGS OF  Stocks of Canad ian whest in store or in transit in North
WHE,LT AND COARSE GRAIINS america at midnight on March 31 amcunted to 130,737,000

bushels, down 3,896,000 bushels fraom the March 24 total,
but 42,634,000 bushels higher then on the corresponding date last year, according
to the Dominion Bureau of Statisties.,

During the weck, farmers in the Prairie Pruvinces marketed 1,192,300 bushels
of wheat as compared with 835,000 in the snme wesk last year, Clearances of wheat
for export totalled 3,662,000 bushels compared with 1,208,000 a yoar ago,

The following quantitics of coarse grains were also delivered from farms in
the Prairie Provinces durin: the week ending kMarch 31, totals for the same week
last year being in brackets: oats, 1,022,000 (481,000) bushels; barley, 538,000
(206,000); rys, 84,000 (13,000); flaxsesd, 95,000 {24,000). (6)

MEAT STOCKS LOWER ON LFRIL 1 Stocks of meat held by wholesale butchers and cold
storage warchouses on April 1 amounted to 77,819,000

pounds, showing a comparatively smell increase over the lMarch 1 totel of 73,951,000

pounds, but sharply lower then the 132,516,000 pounds held on the same date last year,

Current stocks of fruzen meat fell to 44,032,000 pounds from 90,164,000 a yoar
ag0. Most marked decline was shown in the holdings of pork which were reduced to
16,923,000 pounds from 57,885,000, Frozen beef stocks fell to 17,982,000 pounds
frum 24 ,638,000, veal to 1,562,000 pounds from 1,804,000, end mutton and lamb to

21900, 090 Lounds from 5, 837 OJO

Stocks of fresh meat declined to 14,861,000 pounds from .8 039,000 on April 1
last year. Fresh pork stccks fell to 4 058 OOJ pounds from 6, 371 OOO besf to
8,434,000 pounds from 10,207,900, veel . 862 000 pounds fran 1,119, OOV, and mutton
and lamb to 107,000 pounds from 3*2 000,

Holdings of cured meat were down to 18,926,000 pounds from 24,313,000 on the same
date last year, pork falling to 16,215,000 pounds from 23,142,000, and beef to
661,000 pounds from 1,171,000, lard stocks were higher, totqllinb 4,112,000 pounds
as compared with 3, 816 020, (7)
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STOCKS OF FRUIT 4ND VEGETABIES  Stocks of fruit, frozen and in j;reservatives on
LT THE BEGINNING OF AFPRIL April 1 were lower than at the beginning of March,
but were higher than a year ago, according to the
Sominion Bureau of Stetisties, Holdings amounted to 32,360,000 pounds as compared
with 35,714,000 on Merch 1 and 28,891,000 on the corresponding date last yoar,
Aypril 1 stocks of vegstables, frozen and in brine, were down in both cemparisons,
amcunting to ©,75%,000 pounds compared with 10,069,000 on larch 1 and 9,069,000
o2 tps same date & rear carlier,

Storage stocks of Canadian vemetobles on april 1 were¢ all increased over a
¥B4r ego, potatves being up from 192,810 tons to 205,182, onions from 1,232 tons
to 7,473, boets from 297 tons to 901, carrots from 985 tons to 6,330, cabbagos
frem 183 tons to 388, and persnips from 117 tons to 441, Stocks of Canedian celery
votalled 2,959 crates as against nil a yoar ago.

Thare were 174 tons of imported onicns as compered with 585 on April 1 last year,
°T impurted cabbages on hand cumpered with 731, and 23,335 crates of imported
alast 0il & year ago, (8) ,
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SU0CKS OF FISH ON AFRIL 1 Cold storage holdings of fish on April 1 amounted to
25,070,000 pounds, down from the March 1 figure of
001,000 pounds, but up from 23,485,000 pounds held on the corresponding date
‘ast year, accarding to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Stocks on the latest
dete comprised 23,273,000 pounds frozen fresh and 1,797,900 pounds frozen smoked,

€7,80

Therc werc increases over a year ago in the stocks of cod and inland fish,
out holdings of haddock, salmon, sea herring = other sea fish were lower. Totals
follow by kinds, thoso for April 1 last year being in brackets: pad, 3,115,000
(2,805,200) pounds; haddock, 676,900 (1,020,000); salmon, 3,858,000 (5,446,000);
s herring, 6,473,000 (6,826,000); other sea rish, 2,928,000 (4,808,000); inland
¥ish, 7,540,000 (2,580,000). (9}

STUCKS OF BUTTER, CHELS: 4AND  Stocks of cre-mery butter on April 1 amounted to
EGGS ON AFRIL 1 12,691,000 pounds, showing a seasonal decline from

the dorch 1 figure which stuod at 18,746,000 pounds,
but substantially higher than the 6,379,009 pounds held on April 1 last year, The
March “out-of-storage" movemont was 6,100,000 rounds es compered with o similar
wevewent of 19,600,000 pounds in the samc month last year,

Cheese stocks on April 1 totalled 24,440,000 pounds as comparsd with 27,866,000
on March 1 and 22,530,000 a yeor ago. Stocks of evaporated whole milk held by or for
manufecturcrs amounted to 15,268,000 pounds as compared with 12,621,000 on
March 1 and 3,472,000 a year earlier, Stocks of skim milk powder rose to 7,352,000
pounds from 6,673,000 on March 1, and 2,340,000 pounds last year,

“tocks of shell eggs were higher on april 1, totelling 396,000 cases as compered
ith 214,000 on March 1 end 514,000 a year asgo. Holdings of frozen eg#s amounted to

7,400 cascs as against 170,000 on March 1 and 223,000 last ycar,

1
¥
]
&

Huldings of poultry meat weres lowsr on April 1, amounting to 8,367,000 pounds
as compered with 12,249,000 cn March 1 and 21,904,000 on the same date last year, (20)
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CRLAMERY BUTTER FRODUCTION  Continuing the gains recorded in the four previous
HIGHER IN MARCH months, creamery butter production increased 598,000
pounis in March to 11,939,000 pounds from 1339 1000
in March last year. This raised the total for the first quarter of the year to
30,118,000 pounds from 28,374,000 in the like period of 1948, or by slightly more
than six per cent.

Cheddar chesse production in March was down 393,000 pounds, asmounting to
1,293,000 pounds compared with 1,686,000, First quarter total was 2,643,000 pounds
compared with 3,587,000 in the same period of 1948, a decline of 26 per cent.

Output of concentrated milk products in the month amounted to 24,382,000
pounds compared with 21,028,000 in the corresponding month last year, raising the
total for the first tbree months of 194 to 55,282,000 pounds from 47,078,200
e yeer earlior, (11)

BIFTH 4ND DEATH RATES Continuing the downwnrd trend shown in the "first half of
SHOW DOWNWARD TREND the year, Canada's birth rate fell to 27.2 per 1,000
population in the first nine months of 1948 from 29.5 in
the corresponding period of 1947, The general mortality rate was also lower at
9.2 as compared with 9.4, the infant mortality rate falling from 45 in 1947 to
44, and the maternal death rate moving down frocm 1.6 to l.4. The rate of natural
increase in the nine months was reduced to 18,0 from .1

Preliminary figures for the January-September period of last year issued by
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics place the number of live births at 262,624 as
compared with 277,281 in the same period of 1947. Deaths at all ages numbered
39,018 as compared with 83,150, anl the natural increase in the population was
173,606 as compared with 189,131, Mearriages totelled 91,895 ccmpered with g6, 611,
and the marriage rate was 9.5 compared with 10,3,

Stillbirths numbered 5,141 compared with 5,764 in the first nine months of 1947,
Deaths under onc year totalled 11,697 compared with 12,593, while deaths under one
month numbered 6,756 as compared with 7,411. There were 3776 maternal deaths
compared with 436,

Diseases of the heart accounted for 25,179 deaths in the first nine months of
1948, or 28,3 per cent of the total from all causes, This compares with 2%, 506
deaths or 26,7 per cent in the same period of 1947. Deaths from cancer totalled
11,933 compared with 11,531, intracranial lesions of vascular origin 7,567 compared
with 7,146, nephritis 5,105 compared with 4,972, pneumonia 4,404 compared with
%,195, tuberculosis 3,690 campared with 4,296, discases of the arteries 1,754
compared with 1,746, diarrhoea and enteritis 1,399 eompered with 1,567, motor
vehicle accidents 1,354 compared with 1,291, and sther accidents 4,214 compared
wisils 4,310, (12)

PASSENGER TRAFFIC ON URBAN 4ND The number of passenger cerried by urban and
INTERRURBAN TRANSIT COMPLNIES interurban transit companies in Deceomber totalled
144,613,142, showing a minor increase of 0.6 per
cent or 857,377 over the sams month last year. Both urban and interurban lines
had heavier passenger traffic, the former being up 776,493 and the latter 8G,884
over December, 1947.

A Teature of th¢ urban record was the great advance in the traffic moved by
trolley bus which numbered 11,056,725 for the month as egainst 6,165,510 one year
earlier, Autcbus traffic alss increased, while electric cers have shown 8teady
decline, (13)
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OUTPUT OF CuNTRAL ELECTRIC STATIONS Production of electric energy by central

clectric stetions in Cannde showed a further
slight docline in February, emounting to 3,401,425,000 kilowatt hours as compared
with 3,492,823,000 in the corresponding month last year, The decrease of 2,7 per
eent was about the samc as that reglstered in January, and the aggregate for the .
two months ending Fobruery foll to 7,199,897,000 kilowatt hows from 7,246,997,000
in the like period of 1948,

Consumption in tho month amsunted to 5,250,193,000 kilowett hours compared
with 3,332,982,000 a year carlicr, primary powsr falling to 3,114,191,000 kilowaett
hours from 3,171,019,000, and secondary to 136,002,000 kilowatt hours from 211,-
963,000, Total consumption for the two months amounted to 6,800,479,000 kilowatt
hours, down from 7,908,228,000 in the like period of 1948,

Exports to the United States in February were incressed to 161,793,000 kilowatt
hours from 122,526,000 a year ago, and in the two months to 313,374,000 kilowatt
bhours from 258,818,000,

Production was as follows by provinces in Febrwry, totals for the same month
last yoar being in brackcts (thousands omitted): Quecbec, 1,737,466 (1,955,849)
kilowatt hours; Ontario, 1,001,728 (885,024); British Cclumbia, 243,654 (266,527);
Manitoba, 185,679 (181,736); Saskatchewan, 67,909 (63,811); Alberta, 62,287
(58,287); Nova Scotia, 57,081 (53,955); New Brunswick, 44,202 (26,262); Prince
Edwaerd Island, 1,419 (1,372). (14)

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

April 7, 1949 March 31, 1949 March 10, 1949

(1935-39=100)

Investors! Price Index

(106 Common Stocks )b ot ik« oe 136,47 WL LOFR
82 IduckPURILE™ Sadl., 4 1lu0,0 1J0,9 101,1
10 UhEdeiincs - det | ol ok LIS 115.5 113,717

O Batle P (len . vt IS52nd 155 13k

Mining Stock Price Index

{30 Stogks ) gaidesh 2eds arLh 85.9 S8 83.4
25 CRULAT ool i Ikt o . TG 67.6 ol s
b Ba S8 MEGallE: 4.« o0 o b8 0T 82 1757 Yl 114.5

CIGARETTE AND TOBACCO  Releasus of cigarettes for consumption in Canada amounted
RELEASES IN FEBRUARY in February to 1,183 million as compared with identical
amounts of 1,262 million for January this year and February
a year ago, according to figures published in the weekly supplement to the Canadian
Statistical Review, Tho month's total was the lowest since July last year.

Cigars released during Februery totalled 17.7 millicn as compared with 17.5
million in the previous month and 19.2 million in Fobruary, 1948. Reloases of cut
tobacco amounted to 1,987,000 pounds as against 2,037,000 in January and 1,940,000
in the corresponding month last year; plug tobacco to 192,000 compared with 193,000
and 207,000 pounds, respectively; and snuff to 63,000 as against 87,000 and 78,000
pounds,
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' OQUTPUT OF BEER 4ND SPIRITS  Froduction of bser and spirits and the quantity of
DOWN IN FEBRUARY spirits bottled during February was lower than in
February lest year, while stocks of distilled liquor
at the end of the month ware aRreatwr than ths stocks i the end of the previsus
p montly and a year earlier,

PBeer produced during the month declined to 390,700 barrels (of 25 gallons)
from 440,100 barrels in Jenuary and 467,200 barrovls in February last year. Froduction
of new spirits amounted to 1,910,009 proof sallons as against 1,960,000 and 2,440,000
:allons, respectively, while ths quantity of spirits bottled was also lower at
70,909 proof sallons comperod with 714,000 in January and 730,000 gallons in
fgbruary last ysar, Stocks of distilled liquor at the end of February inereased to
71,540,000 proof @gllens from 79,650,000 at the end of January and compares with

62,350,000 et whe ond of Psoruary, 138,

UWELLIRGS COMPLETED IN FiBUARY  There were about a 1,000 more dwelling units
CUNTINUE GAINS OVER LAST YRAR compluted in Cansde during February this yuvcor

then in 1943, while the¢ number of units on which
construction was bemun was slightly lower, according to ustimates by the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics. Total completlons and sterts in the first two months of the
year, hg wvar, wore qubotﬂnthlly higher than last year, ond the numbor of units
ung g aFtractiog at énd of Fsbruary was over 11,000 grester than & year ecrlier.

Dwalling units completed in the month ers put at 4,807 as compared with 3,778
in February lest year, makln: an vstimated totzl of 11,450 for the first two months
4f the ysar as ageinst 7,514 in the sams Eerion [o9F 1948 Number of units on which

work wes begun in February was 1,745 a5 compared with 1,394 last yoar, but owing
tv a lergo gain in starts in Janucry the total for the first two months increesed
Lo 4 811 a8 against 3,569 in 1943. At the end of February there were an estimated
49,557 units under construction compared with 33,279 at ths same date last yeer.

The aversge length of time to build the dwelling units completed in February
986 e 7.3 months from 7.0 months for those comploted in January, and 6.4 for
Decembor, This appears t- be the normal seacsonal increase, according to the Bureau,
Inly 17 per cent of thosc finished in the month took longer than nine months o
eamplate, Judging by the types of dwellings, as in 1948, one-fourth of those
completed ia the firet two moaths this war are for rental purposcs.

Nomber ol dwelling .nibs completsd during February by regions, with fisures for
Fabruary, 1948 in bracksts, wers: Maritime Provinces, 353 (174); Quebec, 1,159
(793); ontaris, 1,821 (1,451); Prince Edward Island, 717 (676); British Columbia,

]
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SALES OF CLAY PRODUCTS I JuNUAKY Froducers' sales of products made from Canadian

cloys were substantinlly higher in January then
in the correspunding month laost yuar, totalling . +1,268,000 as comparod with +982,000,
ataniding to the Dominion Burcau of Statistics.

Seles for the month were as folluws, totels for Jonuary, 1943 being in
brack@ts: building brick, YTV4, 665 (Y47O 252); structural tile, $201,862 ($166,981);
drain tile, 447,292 (v34,3809); sewer pipo, 1;5 %4 (y136,282); fircclay blocks
and shap?s, $29, ?02 (333,637); pottery, 97>,, ¢ (g6, 780); other clay products,
$58,412 ($53 446 (]
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FRODUCTION 4AND SHIPMENTS  Production and shipments of Portland ceiment by Canadian

OF rORTLAND CEMENT manufecturers were higher in Februsry then in the corres-
ponding month of 1948, according to figures released

By oo Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

ia February, output amounted to 1,103,605 barrecls as comparsd with 1,003,963 in
tiw Same wcnth last yeer, During the first twe months of this yeor, 2,225,264 barrols
were produced as against 2,011,713 in the similar poriod of 1949,

Shipmonts to customers during the month amcounted to 933,307 barrels as compared
Wwith 040,002 a year serlier, In tho cumulative poriod, 1,529,351 barrols were shipped
48 ggeinst ),146,480 in 1948, Stocks at plents and warchouses at the end of February
totalled 1,292,947 barrels compared with 1,595,910 on the same date a yeer ago. (17)

——

QUTrUl 0¥ CONCRETE BUILDING MLTERILLS  Production of conerete building blocks by

i manufacturcrs which normally account for the
bulk of the total for Canada, amounted to 3,034,335 in February as compared with
2,011,476 in tho same month last year, according to the Dominion Bursau of Statistics,
Output of concrete brick fell to 860,863 from 93+,659 a year earlier, while the
groduction of drain pipe, sower pipe, water pipe and culvert tile amounted be~ 0,021
tons oz cuwpared with 10,226, (18)

ASBESTOS SHIPMENTS With production reduced as & result of the labsur dispute,

DOWN IN FEBRULRY shiymonts of asbestos from Canadian mines during Fobruary
dUCliﬂbd sherply to 26,148 tons from 44,872 tons in Jonuary

and 59,127 tons in February last yoar, acwording to the Jominion Bureau of Statistics,

Shipments for the first two months of the ysar tstalled 75,920 tons as against

96,760 tons in the carrGS1onding period of 1948, Exports during February emounted

be 33,223 tons compared with 44,601 tons o yeer ago, and for the two months to 76,660
comparad with 92,368 tuns, (19

Shipments of primary ghajcs by Canadimn steel mills, exclusive
of producers' intasrcihange, toteilsd 233,548 met tons in Janunry
compared with 212,836 not tons in December, according to the
Uominion Bureeu of Stetistvics. The Jznuary total included 3,214 tons of semi-
rinished shapes, 17,265 tons of structurals, 19,484 tons of plates, 33,200 tons

of rails, 5,764 tons of tie plates and track material, 54,635 tons of hot rolled
sars, 13,219 tons of pipes and tubes, 25,540 tons of wire ruds, 18,41) tons of
tlack shoots, 7,722 tons of ¢alvanized shoets, 8,323 tons of castings, 5,321 tons
cf miscollaneous hot rolled products, and 16,437 tons of all other products. The
amount of jyroducers! interchange was 87,761 tpns in Jenuary and 66,005 tons in

Dacambeor . ¢ 200

A TIMGDINGE DN CONLDTAY PLTIMATS Carlondings con Canadian railweys for the week
sggled Aprpdl 9 deelined to ¥71,397 cars from
73,491 cars in the preceding wsek and 77,789 cars in the corresponding week last
vear., The main dcelings from 1948 were in coal, pulpwood, lumber, miscellaneous
?reigrt and live stock, Grain, ores and CunCwntr”tOS building pruducts, gasoline
and . petroleum 5ils, irsn an? sted¢l products, abd automobilus were among the larger

\ragcas, e
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EFORTS ISSUED DURING THE WEZK ~-- (Thu numbers in this list correspond with those
at the vnd of nows items, indicating the report on which an item is based).

1, Monthly Summary of Forciun Trede, February (10 cents),

2. Imports fur Consumption, February (10 cents).

3. Monthly Estimates of Canadizn Labour Income in Canada, January (10 cents).
4o Highwey Traffic at Canadian Border Points, February (10 ccnts),

5. Index Numbers of Farm Prices of igricultural Products, February (10 cents).
6, Canndian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents).

7. Holdings of Msat, Lerd and Tallow, april 1 (10 cents).

8. Stocks of Fruit and Vegetables, april 1 (19 cents).

9. Cold Storage Hcldings of Fish, 4Lpril 1 (10 cents),

10, Stocks of Dairy and Foultry Products, April 1 (10 cents),
11, Dairy Faectcry Prcduction, March (10 cents).
12, Preliminary Report on Births, Deaths and Marrieges, Third Quarter

of 1948 (25 cents).

13. Transit Report, December (1U cents).

14, Central Electrie Stations, February (1) cents).

15, Housing Bulletin No. 14 - April (10 cents).

16. Products Made from Canadian Clays, January (10 cents),

17. Cement, February (10 cents),
13, Concrete Building Blocks and Cement Pipe, February (10 cents),
19. fLsbestos, February (10 cents),

20, Primary Iron and Steel, January (10 cents).

21, Carloadings on Canadian Railways - Weekly (10 cents),

22, Miscellanecus Iron and Steel Froducts Industry, 1947 (10 cents).

23, Medicinal and Fharmaceutical Prejarations Industry, 1947 (25 cents).

4. Salt, February (10 cents),

25. Handbags, Luigage and Sundry Leather Goods; Leather Belting, Leather Boot

and Shoe Findings, 1947 (25 cents).
26, Summary of Ccld Storage Reports, 1943 (25 cents),

Cupies of these and sther Bureau reports may be osbtained on applieation to
the Dominion Statistician, Dominisn Bureau of Statisties, Ottawz,
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