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INDUSTRLLL EMPLOYMENT .AND WEEKLY SAL-RIES AND WAGES at March 1 werc at.fgéord levels
for the time of year, althouzh employment showed = somewhot greater sedsonal
declingd tdian usugl from o wmooth sariisr,

. . .

SFENDING 1M CLMADTAN RETAIL STORES DURING FEBRULRY amounted to 466,900,000,
down five poer ceant from the January dollar volume, but five per cent in advance
of last yaer's February totel af 444,730,000,

DOLLAR VOLUME OF wirlOLEEALE SAIES i3 ONE TER CENT HIGHER in FMebruary than in the
preceding monta and two per cent sbove the level of the corresponding month
g3t ymar,

. . .

& IURTHER SLIGHT DECLINE WS SHOWN 1H WHOLESALE PRICES in Canedas during Warch,
according tu the genersl wholesale index.

- . )

RECORD TONNAGES OF STEGZL INGOTS WERE TURNED OUT IN [LRCH, csxccwding the high levels
of razent moltlis by & censidercblc marfin.

. . .

SLLES AND FURCHASES OF SECIR ITIES between Canade and other countries in February
Aropped to the lowest level since mid-1947, the volume of transactions amounting
to §2€, 000,000

NET INCOME OF C.LNWLN F.AMERS from farming operations in l948vraached a total
of 1,693%,315,000, compered with the previous high total of 1,234,909,000
1 M

GCLD PHODUCTION IN CalliDA WS MAINTAINED AT .. COMPARATIVELY HIGH LEVEL in February,
output for the month amounting tc 307,472 fine ouncs, down slightly from Janucry,
bat 17 por cent in-advand® of Fabtrusry lsst ycar.,

STOCKS OF CREMERY BUTTER I NiIiNE CITIES OF CiliD: ON /fPRIL 22 MOVED UP TO 5,264,000
pounds from 1,708,000 on the corresponding date last year,

- . .

TOTiL CATCH 4ND LANDED VLLUE OF SEi: FISH WERE 1LOWER in March than in the correspond-
ine month last year, dus to 2 sharp falling-off in landings on the Atlantic coast.

—



April 30, 1949 D.B.S. WEEKLY BULLETIN Page 2

INVENTORIES IN HANUFACTURING The increase in total value of inventories during
SLIGHTLY HIGHER IN FEBRUARY the last two years is still continuing, according
to preliminary index figures released by the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, The February index for all industries stood at
133,0 per cent of the average 1947 value as against 131.2 at the end of January,

Of the main industry groupings, inventory values in the consumers' goods
industries continued their consistent increase, and are now at the highest point
since January, 1947, Inventories of construction goods' industries, which dropped
sharply last fall, appear also to have reached thoir highest value since Jenuary, 1947.
Capital goods industries, which showed alternate rises and falls during 1948, have
increased inventory values for the third consecutive month, but are below last
year's high point. Inventories in the producers' materials industries, which had
risen steadily since last April, showed a 4.6 point fall in February.

A breekdown of the larger groupings shows that, in the consumers' goods group,
inventories of non-durable consumers! goods industries have increased in value
slightly. Stocks in tho food industries fell by eight points, due to seasonal
declines in the fruit and vegeteble preparations, fish curing and packing, slaughtering
end meat packing, and dairy products industrics., Other food industrics showod slight
inoreases, The tobacco industry's stocks increoased scasonally, to raise the tobacco
and boverages index by 12 points, Foed and flour stocks rose by 14 points, the index
stending at 174,5 of the average 1947 valuc. This high level is due to the increase
in the domestic price of wheat over the 1947 values, the actual physical stocks
being 25 per cent lower than the average level in 1947,

In the petroleum industry, the value of stocks fell by five points., In the
semi-durable consumers' goods group, leather tannerios showed a slight fall in
inventory values, ond all tho othor large industries (rubbor, clotbing, leather
footwear and textiles) showed slight inereases. Inventoriss in overy large industry
in the durable consumers' goods group rose to some extent, the largest rise being
an 1l point gain in the automobile industry.

In the capital goods group, inventories in the aireraft industry fell by seven
points, and in the agricultural implements industry by three points, Machinery,
shipbuilding and railway rolling-stock increesod inventory velues by one, eight
and nine points, respectively. biost industries in the producers' materials group
fell to some extent, led by a scasonal decline of 28 points in the coke and gas
industry, The iron and steel industry showed a small rise,.

In the construction goods group, stocks in the cement industry have increased
Seasonally, and preliminary reports for sawmills also indicate a rise. Inventories
in other industries are et approximately the same levels as in January. (1)

DEPARTHENT STORE SALES Department store sales advanced 15 per cent during the

UP 15 PER CENT week ending April 16 over the corresponding week last year,
according to preliminery figures released by the Dominion

Bureau of Statistics, Iargest gain of 33 per cent was shown in the Maritime

Provinces, followed by Saskatchewan with 24 per cent, Alberta 22 per cent, Manitoba

18 per cent, Quebec 17 per cent, Ontario nine par cent, and British Columbia seven

per cant.
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LANDINGS OF FISH DCWN 22 FER CJENT Total catch and landed velue of sea fish were
IN HMARCE ; VALUz CFF 12 PBER CENT lower in llarch than in the corresponding month

last ycar, due to a sharp-falling off in
landings on the Atlentic coast where the catch of most kinds and espucially of
Berdine herring was lower, The quantity caught on the Pacific was about doubled,
with marked increases over March last year in herring, rockfishes and clems,

According o the Dominion Bureau of Statistics the catch of all species on
both coests in March was 23,808,000 pounds, down 22 per cent from larch last year,
This brought the cumulstive total for the first quarter of the year to 191,419,000
pounds, or 20 per cent from thc same period of 1948, The value in March was
$1,217,000 compercd with 1,460,000, end in the first quarter, #5,028,000 compared
with §5,665,000,

Lendings on the Atlantic in March amounted to 16,855,000 pounds valued at
$1,009,000 compared with 27,088,000 pounds veluwsd at ¥1,258,000, and in the first
quarter, 47,365,000 pounds valucd at +2,850,000 compared with 58,827,000 pounds
valued at 3,443,000,

The catch on the Facific in Merch totelled 6,953,000 pounds with & valuc of
$208, 000 compered with 3,310,000 pounds valucd at +202,000, In the first quarter,
lendings amounted to 144,054,000 pounds valuod at »2,188,000 compared with 181,189,000
pounds valued at $2,222,000,

iors fish is reported as being 30l1d in the fresh filleoted form than was the
case 1n the first three months of 1948, while fewor fillets are being frozen this
yoar, The use of practically the whole catch of sardinos in Conadian canneries
$till continued in March, 96 per cent of the cateh being so used, On the Pacific
coast a smaller proportion of sablefish is bcing used in the smoked trade end about
a third of the small cateh of spring salmon was filleted, Almost two-thirds of
the clam catch was reported as being canned, whercas a year ago practically tha
wholo catch was sold in the shell., (2)

- ——

YURTHER SLIGHT DRCLINE Continuing the downtrend rccorded in January and February,
IN WHULESALE PRICES a further slight decline was shown in wholesale prices

in Cenada during Mareh, accarding to the general wholesale
index released by tie Dominion Bureau of Statistics, The index was down 0W5 points
from February and 2,0 points from the high reached in December, but 10,3 points
above the March index last year,

The index for the month, on the base 1926=100, stood at 157.6 as compared
with 158.1 in February, 159.6 in December and 147.3 in Merch lest year, A4s
compared with the preccding month, decreasss werc recorded for all indexes with
the exception of wood and iron products, Textile products remained unchenged,

Sub-group indexes wers as follows in Mgrch, those for Fobruary buing in
brackets: vegctable products, 136,0 (137,0); animel products, 167.7 {168,4);
textile products, 162,4 (162,4); wood products, 191.9 (191.1); iron products,
171,6 (171,0); non-ferrous metals, 161.6 (166,2); non-metallic minerals, 137,.9
(138.0); chemicel products, 127.4 (128.6)., (3)
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WHOLESALE SileS IN FEBRULRY  Dollar volume of wholesele sales was one per cent
» higher in February than in the preceding month
and two per cent above the level of the corresponding month last year, according
to the statements from represcntative wholesalers in nine lines of trade, The
general unadjusted index of sales, on ths base 1935-39=100, stcod at 244.6 for
February, 243,2 for January and 23%9.8 for February lest year,

Sales in Quebec and British Columbia continued below last year by six per
cent and three per cent, respectively., Wholcsalers in the laritime Provinces
reported an increase of two per cent, whilc gains of four per cent and 10 per cent
were recorded for Onterio and the Prairic Provinces,

Dry goode and apparel sales continued below 1948 volume, elthough the February
declines were less merked than those for January., Sales of footwear wholesalers
decreased five per cent, dry goods nine per cent, and clothing wholesalers 16 per cent,

Moderate gains were shown by all other trades, Drug end tobacco and confoc-
tionery wholesalsrs both reported seles in February up five per cent from the
same month a year ago. Sales of grocery and fruit and vegetable degplers were up
four per cent, while gains of two per cent werc shown by wholesalsrs of hardwars
and automotive equipment, ]

Wholesalers' inventories were valued 16 per cont higher st the end of February
than at the corresponding date a year e-rlier, Footwser whulesalers recorded a
decline of seven per cent but all other trades showed increascs.

The largest incresases in inventory values were reported by the dry goocds and
tobacco and confectionery trades with gains of 29 per cont and 28 per cent, respectively.
Hardware wholesalsrs stocks were up 23 per cent, automotive cquipment dealsrs 14 per
cent, drugs elght per cent, groceries seven per cont, fruits and vegctables four
per cent, and clothing two ver cent, (4)

——

WHOIESALE FOOD TRADE IN FEBRUGRY  Sales of food wholesalers in February this yeer

were higher in dollar volume than in February
a year ago, while those cof grocery wholesalers were slightly below January this
year and of fruit and vegstable dealers higher.

In the wholesale fruit and vegetable trade, dzllar szles in the month were
10 per cent above January and four per cent above February last year, according to
statement s received by the Dominion Burcau of Statistics from dealers across the
country. Seles in the Moritime Provinees and jusbsc combined wers down four per
cent from a year ago, but werc threc¢ per cent higher in Ontario and 10 per cent
higher in the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia combined.

In the wholesale groccry trade, saiwss were four per cent higher than in 1948
for the country as & whols. Quebec was the only regicn to record & decline, with
a drop of 12 per cent, Sales in the Maritime Provinces were ur two per cent, in
Ontario and British Columbia seven per cont, and in the Prairie Provinces nine per
cent, (5)
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‘ KSTAIL SALES SHOWED SMALL  Spending in Canadian retail stores during February
GAIN IN JANUARY-FEBRUARY amounted to $466,900,000, down five per cent from the

January volume of 493,370,000, but five per cent in
advance of last year's February total of $444,730,000, according to estimates by
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics., During the first two montks of this year ,
sales amounted to $960,270,000 as compared with $935,530,000 in the same period
of 1948, an increase of 2.6 per cent.

All provinces shared in the rise during February over last year, with the
exception of the Maritimes, Lergest gains recorded were 21,6 per cent in Saskmtchewan
and 21.5 per cent in Alberta, followed by Manitobe 7.9 per cent, Ontario 4.4 per cent,
British Columbia 1.6 per cent, and Quebec 1,2 per cent. Sales in the Maritime
Provinces were down 2,5 per cent,

Sharpest gains amcng trades in the month were: lumber and building materials,
17.3 psr cent; department stares, 9.4 per cent; and variety storses, seven per cent.
Motor vehicle sales showed the greatest percentage docline, falling 9.4 per ocent,
men's clothing stores followed with 5.5 per cent, appliance and radio stores
3.8 per cent, shoe stores 3.4 per cent, and family clothing storss 3.2 per cent.

In the cumulative period, January-February, incrsases of six per cent for
grocery and combimation stores and nine per cent for department stores were largely
responsible for keeping rotail volume above last year ., Other trades which obtzined
sizeable sales increases over last year were: meat stores (11 per cent), variety
stares (seven per cent ), womsn's clothing stores (eight per cent), and lumber
and building material dealers (13 per cent). The latter was the highcst increase
which any of the individual trades recorded in the firgt two months of this year.

Motor vehicle dealors' sales wsrs down 13 per cent in January and February
from a year ago, falling off more sharply than sales of other kinds of business,
Reduced deliveries to dealers, as assembly lincs turncd to the production of 1949
models, partly explains the reduction,

Higher salos increases were rccorded in the Prairie Provinces than ¢lsewhere
in the first two months of this ysar. A4 record level of farm cesh income in 1948,
including large supplementery grain payments, the Bureau obscrvos, prov ded a fund
of purchasing powsr which was not exhausted lost yezr and helpsd to masgsain sales
on & high plens in the early part of 1949, Sales were up eight per cent in Manitoba,
11 per cent in Seskatchewan, and 15 per cent in Alberts during the period., Quebsc
and Ontario barely exceeded 1948 volume, while British Columbiz sales were unchanged
from last year and the Maritime Provinces reported rotail business down two psr cent
from a year earlier, (6)

_——

PRODUCTION O LEATHER Production of leather footwear in February rose almost 10 per
FCOTWEAR IN FEBRUARY cent to 2,963,000 peirs from last year's corresponding total

of 2,706,000, sccording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,
During the first two months of this year, 5,492,000 pairs were produced as against
5,157,000 in the similar period of last year. (7)




-
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EMPLOYHENT DOWN IN MONTH; Industriel employment and weekly salaries and weges at
UF CVER A4 YEAR AGO March 1 were at record levels for ths time of yeer ,

. although employment showed a somewhat greater seasgnal
decline than usual from a month ear lier, As compared with February 1 the trend
in employment was unfavourable at the first of March in all provinces except New
Srunswick and Saske tchewan, while there were increases over March 1 last ysar in Nova
3cotia, Ontario, Menitoba and alberta, but declines in the remaining provinces,

The advance index number of employment, as compiled by the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics, on the base 19262100, stood et 189.2 at March 1 as compared with 190,5
at Fobruary 1 and 188,9 a year ago, Average weekly wage figure was $43,17 as
compared with $42,92 at February 1 and $39.50 last year .,

Employment in manufacturing throughout Canada showed a minor decrease at March 1
when the advance index number was 202,6 as compared with 202,9 at February 1. The
latest figure wos the same as that recorded at March 1, 1948, but was higher than ot the
corresponding date in esrlier post-war years,

In spite of the slight curtailment in factory employment at the beginning of
March, there was an incresse of 0,5 per cent ip ths amounts expenmdod by leading
manufacturers in weekly salaries and wages, the index number of payrolls exceeding
by 10.3 per cont the figure recorded =t March 1, 1948, The weckly earnings of cmployeas
averaged 44,34 at Merch 1 this yser ns compared with $44.17 a month sarlier, and
#40,23 n year ago. (8)

SALES AND PURCH.SES OF SECURITIES Sales and purchases of securities botween Canade
SETWEEN CiNADs oND OTHER CCUNIRIES and other countries in February dropped tp the

lowest level since mid-1947, the volume of
transactions amounting to v24,000,000, nccording to the Dominion Burvau of Statistics,
This yoar's February figure compares with 36,400,000 in January and $28,500,000 in
tho same month last year, end a monthly awerage of 234,800,000 in 1948, During the
first two months of this year, salcs and purchases totalled $60,300,000 as against

64,000,000 in the similar period a yesr oarlier,

Trade with the United States totallcd ¥22,500,000, 2 decrsase of 36 per cent
from the January figure of $35,100,000, Transactions in bonds ~nmd dobentures resulted
in a small sales balance of $300,000, while transcctions in stocks and othor securitios
produced c purchase belance of #1,600,000, As a result, therc waz a net outward
movement of funds amounting to ¢1, 300,000,

Trensactions with the United Kingdom rsmained wicianged at $400,000, end seles
wore approximately equal to purcheses, An increasse wns registered in transactions
with other countries, totalling ¥1,100,000 as compered with 800,000 in the preceding
month, Net salus amounted to 100,000, (9)

——
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NET INCOMZ OF C.iNaDLLN FARMERS Net income of Canadian farmers from farming

HIGHEST ON RECORD IN 1948 operations in 1948 reached a total of §1,693,315,000,
the highest figure reccrded since the publication

of comparable statistics back to 1938, according to preliminary estimates by the

Bominion Bureau of Statistics, ILast yeor's net income compares with the revised

sstimatos of ,1,254,909,000 for 1947, the previous high total, and of 41,161,395,000

for 1946.

Ferm cash income from the sale of farm products also esteblished an all-time
high rocord of 2,449,865,000 last year as egainst 1,962,276,000 in the preceding
yoer, znd therec were further increases in the volue of home -consumed farm produce,
The deccrease in the value of the yeer~-end change of farm-held livestock inventories
more than offset some increese in the valuc of year-end changes of ferm-held grain
inventorics, but it was insufficicnt to offsct the gains in cash income and income
of kind, the result being that gross incoms for 1948 also set a rocord.

Farm opereting expenses during 1948 continued thoir upwerd climb, From $968, -
372,000 in 1947, they increascd to $1,083,556,000 last yeer, a gain of nearly 12 per
cent, Vhile gains were registersd for nearly all of the expense items, the most
significant increase occurrsd in livestock feeds, which rose by appraximately
#45,000,000 or about 19 per cent.

With the cxception of British Columbia, 2ll of the 1948 provincial net incamos
wore larger than in 1947, while comparsd with 1946, net incomes were lower in Nova
Scotia and British Columbia, Greatest absolute gain in net income last year as
compared with 1947 occurred in Saskatchewnn,

Net income was as follows by provinces, in millions of dollers, totals for
1947 being in brackets: Prince Edwnrd Island, 14,3 {$10.1); Nova Scotiai vw20.6
(¢17,2); New Brunswick, {33.8 (v2B.4); Quebee, v259.5 (1190,3); Ontario, $447,2
(&350.35; Manitoba, $186,0 (9114.6); Seskatchewan, 380,7 ($259.9); ilborta, +297.6
(§209.1); British Columbie, $41.6 ({55.0). {(10)

STOCKS iND MARKETINGS OF  Stocks of Censdian wheeot in store or in transit in North
WHEAT AND COARSE GRAINS America at midnight on 4pril 14 amountcd to 124,823,000
bushels, down 2,088,000 from the preccding week's total
of 126,911,000 bushels, but 43,643,000 higher than the 81,180,000 bushels held on
the corresponding date last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

Farmors in the Prairic Provincss marketed 2,078,000 bushuls of wheat during
the week as compared with 674,000 in the same week last year, Clearances of wheat
for expart totalled 2,570,000 buskels comparcd with 3,163,000 a year ago,

The following quentities of coarse greins were also delivered from farms in
the Prairie Provinces during the week cnding Lpril 14, totals for the same week
last yeer being in brackets: oats, 998,000 (366,000) bushe 1s; barley, 531,000
(198,000); rye¢, 126,000 (5,000); flexseed, 83,000 (17,000). (11)

STOCKS OF CRE/MERY BUTTER  Stocks of creamery butter in pnins cities of Canada on
IN NINE CITIES OF CaNaDA april 22 moved up to 5,264,000 pounds from 1,798, 000

on the corresponding date last year. There were increases
in eight of the nine cities; Rescina being the single exeoption,

Holdings were as follows by cities, comparable totals for 1948 being in brackets
(thousands omitted): GQuebec, 416 (44) pounds; Montreal, 1,637 (329); Toronto, 1,648
(288); Winnipog, 565 (285); Roginn, 65 (67); Saskatoon, 120 (72); Edmonton, 222 (128);
Calgary, 153 (96); Vancouver, 438 (399).
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EGG PRODUCTION DOWN IN MARCH  Net production of eggs in Canada during March declined
to 37,412,000 dozen from 40,961,000 dozen in the

‘i samo month of 1948, according to the monthly repart by the Dominion Bureau of
) Statistics, Farm eggs numbered 34,289,000 dozen ami eggs produced clsowhere
| 3,123,000 dozen, There was an increase of 15 cggs per 100 layers but the average
b-' number of layers was noarly 10 per cent lower at 217,359,000 birds,

In the period, Jenuary-March, net production of eggs totalled 95,717,000 dozen
as against 111,006,000 dozen in the seme quarter lest year. Of this year's aggregate,
87,591,000 dozen were from farms. (12)

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

April 21, 1949 April 14, 1949 March 24, 1949

(1935-39=100)

Investors' Price Index

$106 Gotman, SEOMeS) v, saas . nis. 106.2 1003 106,6
82 Industrials e8 00t ent s 9955 100-8 10004
10 MHELIVIRG ohn. ARl d 5 ' 1354 116,5 LA

8 DS -8 58 5.0 2 & 38, 132.5 15148

Mining Stock Price Index

£ Semll ) At st dre b 86,0 87,0 83.4
B B R o » il . 72.6 T34l 67 .4
> Bacgh Metalls ....v0vmevesens Taalieve! 113,5 114.8

——

OUTEUT OF STEEL INGOTS Canadian steel mills turnsd out record tonnages of steel
o1 BIGH LEVEL IN M.RRCH  ingots in March, exceeding the high levels of recent

months by a considerable mergin. Reflecting the growth
in output, cumulative figures for the first quarter rose eight per cent over the
comparatively high totals for the samc poriod of 1948,

iccording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the month's output of steel
ingots advanced to 287,385 short tons from 249,009 in the meceding month and
275,349 in the same month last year. Output for the first quarter of 1949 nggrogeted
812,881 short tone compared with 753,300 n yoer carlier.

The daily averagc output for March reached the high total of 9,286 short tons
compared with 8,893 in Fobruary and 8,382 in March last year, Daily avorage for
the first quarter was 9,032 tons compered with 8,278 in the like period of 1948, (13)

——

PRODUCTION 4iND SHIPMENTS Shipmonte of stecl wire by Canadian producers amounted
OF STEEL WIRE IN FZBRULRY to 9,930 tons in February as compared with 8,177 in

the samc month last year, according to the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics, During the first two months of this year, 20,938 tons were
shipped as against 18,549 in the similar period of 1948,

Production during the month totalled 28,219 tons as compared with 25,082 g
year ago, bringing the aggregate output for ths year-to-date to 56,598 tons as
against 51,582 in the same period a year eerlicr., (14)
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(:0LD PRODUCTION IN FEBRRUARY Gold production in Canada was maintained at a
INCREASED QVER LAST YEAR comparatively high level in February, output for

the month, as recorded by the Dominion Bureau of
statistics, amounting to 307,472 fine ounces, showing a slight decline from the
January figure of 308,989, but 17 per cent in advance of the 261,603 produced
in February last year.

Jutput for the two months ended February totalled 616,461 fine ounces as
compared with 534,969 in 1948, an increass of 15 per cent, There were substantial
advances over a year earlier in Quebec, Ontario and the Northwest Territories, and
small decreases in kianitoba and Saskatchewan, and British Columbia,

February production by areas, with figures for the same month last yoar
in brackets, was as follows: Ontario, 182,917 (155,295) fine ounces; Qusebsc,
71,443 (58,715); British Columbia, 24,642 (25,562); Manitoba and Saskatchewan,
14,829 (14,992); Northwest Territories, 13,601 (6,511); and the Yukon, 23 (528). (15)

PRODUCTION OF SILVER, LEAD Production of both primary silver and lesd continued
AND ZINC IN FEERUARY downward in February, silver reaching its lowest

point since April, 1947, and lead its lowest since
w e ahowed e substantial increase over last year,

!
[ ]

The moath's output of primary silver amounted to 936,372 fine ounces as compar ed
with 975,434 in January and 1,035,568 in the corresponding month last year, accord-
ing to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, During the first two months of this year,
1,911,806 fine ounces were produced as against 1,993,793 in the similar reriod a
¥eer ago. Output for April, 1947, stood at 924,469 fine ounces,

Froduction of primery lead declined to 10,627 tons from 10,796 in January
and 12,966 in Fsbruary last year, Output for the cumulative period ageregated
2l,+2% toa® =% against 24,033 in 1948, The May, 1944 output was 10,245 tons,

Frimury 3iz® production amounted to 20,013 tons, down from 21,948 in the
preceding month, tut substantially above the 17,527 tons produced in the same month
lest year, Toirl for the year-to-datc was 41,961 tons compared with 34,693 in
the sewe months of 1948, (16)

COPPER AND NICKEL OUTFUT  Production of new mrimary copper in February amcunted to

21,540 tons, increasing over the preceding month's output
of 20,805 tons and 19,112 tons in the corrosponding month last year. During the
rirst two months of this year, 42,345 tons wore produced as against 39,559 in the
similar period last year.

Hickel output in the month was lower than in Jonuary but showed a slight rise
over Feébruery, 1948, This year's February figure was recorded et 10,863 tons compared
with 11,180 in January and 9,683 a year carlier., Cumulative production in the
two-month pariod was 22,043 tons 2s against 20,457 in the like period of 1948. (17)
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- CUTPUT OF WIRE FENCING IN FEBRUARY Production in Canada of steel wire foncing ross
slightly to 2,092 tons in February as compsrcd
#ith 2,031 in the same month last yeer, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.
Output for the first two months of this year aggregeted 4,338 tons as against 4,393

tii the similar period a year ago. This year's February total included 1,834 tons

Of farm foncing, 150 tens of lewn farcing, and 108 tons of chain Tixk feficies [18)

—_—

SALES OF WANTRACIURED AND  Sales of Aanufectured and natural gas by distributing
NATURAL GiS IN FEBRUARY companies were at higher levels then lest year both
in February and the first two months of this year,
@roording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

Manufectured gas sold in February amountsd to 2,487,236 ki cubic fect as comparad
with 2,464,997 a yeer earlier, In the cumuletive period, 5,021,855 M cubic feet
werc scld as against 4,943,689 in the similar period last year,

The month's sales of natural gas totelled 6,414,245 M cubic fest compared with
5,236,425 a yecr ago, bringing the total for the first two months of this year to

s
e, B, 556 M subic MNewt as zgeinst 10,507,526 in the same months last year, (19)

PRODUCSTON OF COER 1 FERRUARY rroluction of coke from ovens and gas retorts in
Canada during February amounted to 317,046 tans

45 against 290,545 in the corresponding month last yeer, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick
and Quebec accountsd for 84,979 tons, Onteric feor 210,801 tons and western Cansda

for 21,266 tons, Output for the two months ended February totalled 669,000 tong

a8 against 614,000 in the similer period last year. Producers' stocks of oven and
rBtCrt cols, exeluding braeds, at tha ernd of February amounted to 146,672 tons. (20)

PROOTION OF DOMESTIC VPR Production of domcstic type electric refrigerators
ELrCTRIC REFRIGER.TORS by Canadian manufacturces was maintained at a high

lovol in February, The month's output amounted to
13,319, showing & slight docline from the preceding month's figure of 13,331 units,
but 23 por cent in advence of last year's 10,785 units, accaordirg to the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics, Output for the first two months of this year rose to 26,650
irits from 21,329, an increase of slightly more than 21 per cent.

Exports of Canadian-made units wore also at a comperatively high level in
Fetruary, totalling 1,538 units as compared with 120 in January anmd 213 & year
earlier. Imports were down in both comparisons, falling to 17 units from ML T
January and last year's high figure of 630 in February last year,

Manufecturers' stocks at the end of February amounted to 14996 unitse-as against
1,445 a year ago, (21)

——

~ALES OF PAINTS AND VARNISHES Sales of paints, varnishes and lacquers by manufac-
turers which normally account for 96 per cent of the
total Canadian production, were below 1948 levels during the first two months of thig
year. saccording to the Dominion Burcau of Statistics, they amountecd to 6,157,584

in February as compared with $7,048,488 in the corresponding month last year, and
during the first two months totalled v11,724,210 as ageinst v13,326,478 in the
similar period of 1948, 1In February, trade sales, cxclusive of water paints,
accounted for about 50 per cent of the total, industrial seles 36 r cent, water
paints two per cent, and unclessified sales 12 per cent, (22)

—
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HALIL REVENUES iND EXFENSES  Both revenues and eXxpenses of Cconadian railways increased

HIGIER IN DECEKEER in Descember over & year cerlier, ¢xpenditurcs showing
the zraatsr increass and net Saroting resvapus teing

coagaguently reduced.

e railweye for she mpath ampuanied op 9T, Al -
385, & increass of $8,852,%81 or neerly 13 per cont over December 1947, and of
#15,557,000 above December l9¢6, setting o new high for any December, according to
the Dominion Bureau of Statisties, Operating expensss rose more sharply to ;72,522,817,
up v14,172,924 or 24 per cent above a yeer carlier. Net operating rcvenue was thus
roduced from 10,281,079 in 1947 to v4,960,536 for the month, Owing to a considereble
gasing in tax accruals, however, operating income suffercd only 2 minor deeclinc
from 46,904,417 to 6,836,085,

'S wn il W s A e
YDeTrnYidag revinaos Eal- e wia

411 revenue accounts, cxcept passenger and water lins, improved over December, 1947.
lgit revenues increased 8,013,640 or 15 per cent to +61,042,287, exprass was up
Fu/96. o A5 per schlwok g5,383,135, end mise:llansucs or all other revenus rosc
9,547 to 3,773,936, Every expense account wes also appreciably higher, with main-
tenance of way and structures up +1,278,171, maintencnce of equipment edvenced 7,542, -
229 to xl7,452,82?, and transportetion expenses at wb,131,896 or nearly 13 per cent higher
ah ¥36,426,618,

Total payroll for December wes approximately 41,400,000, up 18 per cent from
35,069,984, while the numbsr »f employees rose from 173,102 to 177,075, The portion
of payroll cnargeable Yo railway operations increased 5,069,939 to 930, 090.884y" (B3

[ Tl T

CAPTIOGDINGS O CARLDTAR RATIMAYS Carlvedings on Canadian railweys for the week

ended April 16 wore affected by the Good Friday
bolidey, declining tc 64,77 cars from 71,997 in the preceding week, Comparisons
with the corresponding week luist year irndicate little change in volume on s daily
:13, assuming that sams loading was done on the boliday, Good Friday cceurred
gariicr duwring 1948,

Gumulative totals for the first 15 weeks amounted o 1,080,969 cars compared
witn 1,102,381 in the similar period last yYear and 1,045,291 cars in 1949, Grain
+0adings show e gain of 18,919 cars over 1948 at 96,915, coal was up 6,214 cars to
89,620, coke improved by 1,498 cers, ores and concentrates werc 4,762 cars heavier,
#iiile gasoline and petroleum, iron and steol, autos and sugar have moved in greater
¥olume, Recessions were indicated in merketings of grein products, hay and straw,
live stock, dairy products, meats, all forest products, fertilizers and miscellaneous
manufactorgs (24

5 - T

PRODUCTE THDUSTRY IW 1949 Preduction by manufacturers of asbestos goods
in Canada in 1947 was valued at 7,116,000, an
iicrease of 1l per cent over the 1946 total of wb,409,000, The products included
Saake lining valued at 1,644,000, boiler and pipe covering at 603,000, cluteh
i at 435,000, asbestos packings at +314,000, 2nd such cther lines as asbestos
cloth, yarn, dryer faolts, cements, cte,

839,000

of asbestos in 1947 rose in value to %32,291,000 frem 23,
of asbestos

in 19456, and asbestos products to v690,000 from .654,000, Imports
re valued at 3,680,000 compared with 2,320,000,

Theres werc 14 establishments in the industry in 1947, two more than in 1946,
Ih=ir employses averaged 966 compared with 965, and salery and wage payments
1,808,000 compared with §1,332,890; {25)
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REFQRTS

ISSUED DURING THE WEEK -- (The numbers in this list correspond with those

at ubs snd of news items, indicating the report on which an item is baged),

. ll
2

11,
12,
k3.
14,
15
464
17,
13,
19.
20,
8l.
a2,
4 15

24,
25.
26.
2y
28,

a9,
30,
31.

Laventories and Shipments by Uanufacturing Industries, February (25 cunts),

Canadian Fisheries Statistics, March (10 contc).

Prices and Price Indexes, March (10 cents).

Wholesale Trede, February (10 cents).

Current Food Trends, Februery (10 cents).

Reteil Trads, New Series, February (including January) (10 cents).

Production of Lecther Footwear, February (10 cents).

Advance Statement on Employment and Weekly Earnings, March 1 (10 cents).

Sales and Purchases of Securities Between Canede and Other Countries,

February (10 cents),

Net Income of Farm Operators from Ferming Operations, 1948 (15 cents).

Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents).

Monthly Poultry Estimates, March (10 cants),

Steel Ingots, Murch (10 cents),

Steel Wire, Fobruary (10 cents),

Gold Producticn, February (10 cents),

Silver, Load and Zinc Production, February (10 conts).

Copper and Nickel Production, February (10 cents).

Wire Fencing, February (10 cents).

Sales of Manufcctured and Natural Gas, February (10 cents).

Conl and Coks Statistics, February (10 cents).

Domestic Type Elecctric Refrigerators, Febtruary (10 cents).

Sales of Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers, Febrwmry (10 cents).

Operating Revenues, fSxpenses and Statistics of Railways in Cannada,
December (10 cents),

Caerloadings on Camdian Railways - Weckly (10 cents),

The Asbestos Products Industry, 1947 (25 cents).

The Lumber Industry in Manitoba, 1947 (10 cents).

The Wine Industry in Canada, 1947 (25 cents).

Trade of Canade: Imports Entered for Consumption (Detailed), February,
and Two Months Ended Fetruary (25 conts). .

Macaroni end Kindred Products Industry in Canada, 1947 (15 cents).

Loather Footwsar Industry, 1947 (25 ccnts).

Summery of Monthly Transit Reports, 1948 (12 cents),

Coples of these and other Bureau reports may be obtained on application
to the Dominion Statistician, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa,
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