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iIGBLITS CF T'RIS L33UE --- 

INDUSThLL ELO1NT 	EKLY SWIES 	WS at £rch 1 wore ateord lve1s 
for the time of year, although employnnt showed - somewhat greater seasonal 
dcc1ir tiar u:w.1 fren a aath 

SFENdiN jj: 	iLkJJ iITC:d DUrTE ,' G YLBRU.RY amounted to e4 66 1 900 , 000 , 
down five pur cent from tho January dollar volume, but five pr cent in advance 
of last yoar's February total f 4-4,730,O0D. 

DCLLR VOLUha OF iuLELd SJES 	Oi biR C 	HIGEtLR in February than in the 
preceding month and two per cent above the level of the corresponding month 
last y.r f  

iJm SLIGHT üCLINE 	H3iI 11T 	 PRICES in Canada during i.iarch, 
according to the L.,enural wholesale index. 

RC0RD TONNGES OF SThL INGOTS 'ERE TURNED OUT IN 1ddRCH, exceeding the high lovols 
J rcent rent1:s by u cnsidorab1e marin. 

SALES ND FRCHSEO OF SECURITIES between Canada and other countries in February 
dropped to the lowest level since mid-19-7,  the volume of transactions amounting 
tc 	21 ,IOL.,ODU 

. 	I 	I 

NT INCOid OF CJ'LDLJ FiHS frm farrnin, operations in 1948  reached a total 
of 1,693,31,000,  comporei with the previous high total of 1,23 4 ,9 09, 000  
frr 1911. 

GOLD PRODUCTION IN CAiW WS INTINED T COARTIVELY HIGH LEVEL in February, 
output for the month amountin to 307,472 fine canes, down slightly from January, 
but 1.7 Fer o.at in 	van 	f February last year. 

STOCKS OF CRE.IVERY BUTTER IN NINd CITIES OF CL'JL.D ON APRIL 22 MOVED UP TO 5,264,000 
pounds from 1,708,000 on the corresponding date last year. 

TOLLL CATCH IND L1NDED VALUE OF SEA FISH V1ERE  tOWER in March than in the correspond-
me, month last year, due to a sharp falling-off in landings on the tlantic coast. 
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INViNTORIES IN IANUFACTURING The increase in total value of inventories during 
SLI{TLY KICKER IN F.BRUARY 	the last two years is still continuing, according 

to preliminary index figures released by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The February index for all industries stood .at 
133•0 per cent of the average 1947 value as against 131.2 at the end of January. 

Of the main industry groupings, inventory values in the consumers' goods 
industries continued their consistent increase, and are now at the highest point 
;LnCe January, 1947- Inventories of construction goods' industries, which dropped 
;harp1y last fall, appear also to have reached their highest value since January, 1947. 
apital goods industries, which showed alternate rises and falls during 1948,  have 

increased inventory values for the third consecutive month, but are below last 
year's high point. Inventories in the producers' materials industries, which had 
risen steadily since last April, showed a 4.6 point fall in February. 

A breakdown of the larger groupings shows that, in the consumers' goods group, 
inventories of non-durable consumers' goods industries have increased in value 
slightly. Stocks in the food industries fell by eight points, due to seasonal 
dec1ies in the fruit and vegetable preparations, fish curing and packing, slaughtering 
and meat packing, and dairy products Industries. Other food industries showed slight 
Increases. The tobacco industry's stocks increased seasonally, to raise the tobacco 
and beverages index by 12 points. Feed and flour stocks rose by 14 points, the index 
standing at 174,5 of the average 1947 value. This high level is due to the increase 
in the domestic price of wheat over the 1947  values, the actual physical stocks 
being 25 per cent lower than the average level in 1947. 

In the petroleum industry, the value of stocks fell by five points. In the 
semi-durable consumers' goods group, leather tanneries showed a slight fall in 
Inventory values, and all the other lergo industries (rubbor, clothing, loather 
footwear and textiles) showed slight increases. Inventories in every large industry 
In the durable consumers' goods group rose to some extent, the largest rise being 
an 11 point gain in the automobile industry. 

In the capital goods group, inventories in the aircraft industry fell by seven 
points, and In the agricultural implements industry by three points, i1nchinery, 
shipbuilding and railway rolling-stock increased inventory values by one, eight 
and nine points, respectively. iiost industries in the producers' materials group 
fell to some extent, led by a seasonal decline of 28 points in the coke and gas 
industry. The iron and steel industry showed a small rise. 

In the construction goods group, stocks in the cement industry have increased 
seasonally, and preliminary reports for sawndlls also indicate a rise, Inventories 
In other Industries are at opproximately the same levels as in January. (1) 

DEPARTiENT STORE SALES Deirtment store sales advanced 15 per cent during the 
UP 15 PER CENT 	week ending April 16 over the corresponding week last year 1  

according to preliminary figures released by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. Lirgest gain of 33 per cent was shown in the Maritime 
Provinces, followed by Saskatchewan with 24 per cent, Alberta 22 per cent, Manitoba 
18 per cent, Quebec 17 per cent, Ontario nine per cent, and British Columbia seven 
per cent. 
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LANDINGS OF FISH 	22 FR CENT Totil catch and landed value of sea fish were 
IT iFCE ; VALUI 0FF 12 PER CENT 	lower in March than in the corresponding month 

last year, due to a sharp-falling off in 
nnd.ings on the Aticntjc coast whore the catch of iiost kinds and especially of 

rdine herring was lower. The quantity caught on the Pacific was about doubled, 
with marked Increases over March last yenr in herring, rockfishos and clams. 

According o the Dominion Bureau of Statistics the catch of all species on 
both coasts in March was 23,808,000 pounds, down 22 per cent from March last year. 
This brought the cwnulatjvo total for the first quarter of the year to 19 1 , 419, 000 
pounds, or 20 per cent from the same period of 1943. The value in March was 
1,217,000 comrod with 41,460 1 000, and in the first quarter, 45,028,000 compared with 5,665,000. 

Landings on the Atlantic in March wnotmted to 16 855 1 000 pounds valued at 
1,009,0O0 compared with 27,088,000 pounds valued at 1,258,000, and in the first 

quarter, 47,365 0 000 pounds valued at 2 ,85 0 ,00o compared with 58 0 827,000 pounds 
valued at 3,443,000. 

The catch on the 1- acific in March totalled 6 ,95, 000  pounds with a value of 
208,000 compared with 3,310,000 pounds valued at ?202,000. In the first quarter, 

landings amounted to 144,0,54,000 pounds valued at •2,188,00O compared with 181,189,000 pounds valued at 2 1 222,OOO. 

More fish is reported as being sold in the fresh filletod form than was the 
case in the first three months of 1948, while fewer fillets are being frozen this 
year. The use of practically the whole catch of sardines in Canadian canneries 
still continued in March, 96 per cent of the catch being so used. On the Pacific 
coast a smaller proportion of sablefish is being used in the smoked trade and about 
a third of the small catch of spring salmon was filleted. Almost two-thirds of 
the clam catch was reported as being canned, whereas a year ago practically the 
whole catch was sold in the shell. (2) 

IWEER SLIT DiCLfl'E Continuing the downtrend recorded in January and February, 
IN H0LSAI PEIC.S 	a further slight decline was shown in wholesale prices 

in Canada during March, accrding to the general wholesale 
index released by the Deminion Bureau of Statistics. The index was down 0,5 points 
from February and 2e0 points from the high reached in Docembur, but 10.3 points 
above the March index last year. 

The index for the month, on the base 1926-100, stood at 157.6 as compared. 
with 158.1 in February, 159.6 in December and 147,3 in March last year,As 
compared with the preceding month, decreases were recorded for all indexes with 
the exception of wood and iron products. Txtilo products remained unchanged. 

Sub-'oup indexes wore as follows in iinrch, those for February being in 
brackets: vegetable products, 136,0 (137,0); animal products, 167.7 (168.4); 
textile products, 162,4 (162.4); wood products, 191.9 (191.1); Iron products, 171,6 (171. 0 ); non-ferrous metals, 161.6 (166,2); non-metallic minerals, 137,9 (138.0); chemical products, 127.4 (128.6), () 



tHOIESLE S1.LgS IN FEBRUARY Dollar volume of wholesale salon was one per cent 

	

• 	 higher in February than in the preceding month 
and two per cent above the level of the corresponding month last year, according 
to the statements from representative wholesalers in nine lines of trade, The 

	
r 	general unadjusted index of sales, on the base 1935-39=100, stood at 244.6 for 

Febiiry, 243.2 for January and 239.8 for February last year. 

Sales In Quebec and British Columbia continued below last year by six per 
oot and three per cent, respectively. Wholesalers in the Maritime Provinces 
reported an increase of two per cent, while gains of four per cent and 10 per cent 
.•xere recorded for Ontario and the Prairie Provinces. 

Dry goods and apparel sales continued below 1948  volume, although the February 
declines were less marked than those for January. Sales of footwear wholesalers 
decreased five per cent, dry goods nine per cent, and clothing wholesalers 16 per cent. 

Moderate gains were shown by all other trades. Drug and tobacco and corifoc- 
tionery wholesalers both reported seJ.es in February up five per cent from the 
same month a year ago. Sales of grocery and fruit and vegetable delors were up 
fou.r per cent, while gains of two per cent were shown by wholesalers of hardware 
and automotive equipment, 

Wholesalers' inventories were valued 16 per cent higher at the end of February 
than at the corresponding date a year e'rlier. Footwee.r wholesalers recorded a 
decline of seven per cent but all other trades showed increases. 

The largest increases in inventory values were reported by the dry goods and 
tobacco and confectionery trades with gains of 29 per cent and 28 per cent, respectively. 
Hardware wholesalers stocks were up 23 per cent, automotivo equipment dealers 14 per 
cent, drugs eight per cent, groceries seven per cent, fruits and vegetables four 
per cent, an clothing two per ccrit, 	(4) 

WHOLESLLE. YOOD ThDE IN FEBBUL.RY Sriles of food whlusalers in February this year 
were higher in dollar volume than in February 

a year ago, while those of grocery wholesalers were slightly below January this 
year and of fruit and vegetable dealers higher. 

In the wholesale fruit and vegetable trade, dollar sales in the month were 
10 per cent above January and four per cent above Februory last year, according to 
statements received by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics from dealers across the 
country. Sales in the Maritime Provinces and i6u,,bac combined were down four per 
cent from a year ago, but were three per cent higher in Ontario and 10 per cent 
higher in the Prairie Provinces and British Columbia combined. 

In the wholesale grocery trade, saj.es were four per cent higher than in 1948 
for the country as a whole. Quebec was the only region to record a decline, with 
a drop of 12 per cent. Sales in the Maritime Provinces were up two per cent, in 
Ontario and British Columbia seven per cent, and in the Prairie Provinces nine per 
eent (5) 
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iT.AIL SALES SHOWED S.JALL Spending in Canadian retail stores during February 
GAIN IN JAUY-TJRY 	amounted to 466,900,000, down five per cent from the 

January volume of 4?493,370,000, but five per cent in 
advance of last yoarts February total of444,730,O00, according to estimates by 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. During the first two months of this year, 
sales amounted to v960,270,000 as comared with 935,530,000 in the same period 
of 1948, an increase of 2.6 per cent. 

AU provinces shared in the rise during February over last year, with the 
exception of the Maritimes. Largest gains recorded were 21.6 per cent in Saskatchewan 
and 21.5 per cent in Alberta, followed by ManItoba 9.9 per cent, Ontario 4.4 per cent, 
British Columbia 1.6 per cent, and Quebec 1.2 per cent. Sales in the Maritime 
Provinces were down 2.5 per cent. 

Shst gains aiaong trades in the month were: lumber and building materials, 
17.3 per cent; department stores, 9.4 per cent; and variety stores, seven per cent. 
Motor vehicle sales showed the greatest percentage decline, falling 9.4 per cent, 
men's clothing stores followed with 5.5 per cent, appliance and radio stores 
3.8 per cent, shoe stores 3.4 per cent, and family clothing stores 3.2 per cent. 

In the cumulative period, January-February, increases of six per cent for 
grocery and combirtion tores and nine per cent for department stores were largely 
responsible for keeping 'otail volume above last year. Other trades which obtained 
sizeable sales increases over last year were: meat stores (ii per cent), variety 
stores (sovn per cent), women's clothing stores (eight per cent), and lumber 
and building material dealers (13 per cent). The latter was the highcst increase 
which any of the individual trades recorded in the first two months of this year. 

Motor vehiole dealers' sales were down 13 per cent in January and February 
from a year ago, falling off more sharply than sales of other kinds of business. 
Reduced deliveries to dealers, as assembly lines turLod to the production of 1949 
models, partly explains the reduction. 

Higher sales increases were recorded in the Prairie Provinces than elsewhere 
in the first two months of this year. A record level of farm cash ince in 1948, 
including large supplementary grain payments, the Bureau obsorvos, pra iled a fund 
of purchasing power which was not exhausted last year and helped to mtjain sales 
on a high plane in the early part of 1949.  Sales were up eight per cent in Manitoba, 
11 per cent in Saskatchewan, and 15 per cent in Alberta during the period. Quebec 
and Ontario barely exceTded 19 4 8 volume, while British Columbia sales wore unchanged 
from last year and the Maritime Provinces reported rotail business down two per cent 
from a year earlier. (6) 

PRODUCTION OF IEATFR Production of leather footwear in February rose almost 10 per 
FOOTWAR IN FEWARY 	cent to 2 ,963, 000 pairs from last year's corresponding total 

of 2,706,000, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 
During the first two months of this year, 5,492,000 pairs were produced as against 
5,157,000 in the similar period of last year. (7) 
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..2LOYNT DOWN IN MONTh; Industrial employment and weekly salaries and wages at 

D 	CViF 	YEAR AGO 	March 1 were at record levels for the time of year 
although employment showed a somewhat greate3' 5easnal 

iecljiie than usual from a month earlier. As conared with Febnary 1 the trend 
n employment was unfavourable at the first of March in all provinces except New 

.runswick and Sas1tchewan, while there were increases over Larch 1 last year in Nova 
otia, Ontario, Manitoba and Alberta, but declines in the reniaining provinces. 

The advance index number of employment, as compiled by the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics, on the base 1926:100, stood at 189.2 at March 1 as compared with 19 0 . at February 1 and 188,9 a year ago. Average weekly wage fiire was 43,17 as compared with $42.92 at February 1 and 409.50 last year. 

Employment in manufacturjng throuout Canada showed a minor derenso at March 1 
when the advance index number was 202.6 as ccmpared with 202,9 at February 1. The 
latest figure was the same as that recorded at March 1, 1948, but was higher than at the 
corresponding date in earlier post-war years. 

In spite of the slight curtailment in factory employment at the beginning of 
March, thero was an increase of 0,5 per cent in the amounts expended by leading 
manufacturers in weekly salaries and wages, the index number of payrolls exceeding 
by 10.3 per cent the figure recorded at March 1, 1948. The weekly earnings of employees 
averaged 44,34 at Alarch 1 this year as compared with 44.17 a month earlier, and 
40.23 a year ago. 	(8) 

SAlES. AND PUROHSES OF SECLRITS 	Sales and purchases of securities botween Canada BWJEN CANI 	ND OUR COUNIS and other countries in February dropped to the 
lowest level since mid-1947, the volume of 

transactions amounting to .24 1 000,000, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 
This year's February figure compares with 36,400,000 in January and 28,500,000 in 
the same month last year, and a monthly average of )34,800,000 in 1948. During the 
first two months of this year, sales and purchases totalled 460 v 300,000 as against 64 1 0O0,O0O in the similar period a year earlier. 

1ade with the United States totalled 22,500,000, a decrease of 36 per cent 
from the January figure of 35,100,000, ¶I'ctnsactions in bonds and debentures resulted 
in a small sales balance of 300 1 000, while transactions in stocks and other securities 
produced a purchase balance of 1,600 1 000. As 	result, there was a net outward 
movement of funds amounting to .1,3OO,OUO. 

Transactions with the United Kingdom remained Luicianged at 400,000, and sales 
wore approximately equal to purchases. An increase was registered in transactjons 
with other countries, totalling 1,l0O,OOO as compared with 8Oo,000 in the preceding 
month. Net  sales amounted to 100,000, (9) 
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NT IN0OIE OF 1NL2! FR1vRS Not incume of Canadian farmers from farming 
TGST ON RECORD IN 1948 	operations in 1948 reached a total of 1,693,315,000, 

the hiost figure recorded since the publication 
3i comparable statistics back to 1938, according to preliminary estimates by the 
):minion Bureau of Statistics. Last year's net Income compares with the revised 
tinates of 1,234,909,000 for 1947, the previous high total, and of .?1,161,395,000 
r 1946. 

Farm cash income from the sale of farni products also estab1ishd an all-time 
high record of .1(2,449,865,000 last year as against 4,962,276,OOO in the preceding 
year, and there were further increases in the value of hont -consumed farm produce. 
The decrease in the value of the year-end change of farm-held livestock inventories 
more than offset some increase in the value of year-end changes of farm-held grain 
invntorIos, but it was insufficient to offset the gains In cash incont and incont 
of kind, tho result being that gross incomD  for 1948 also sot a record. 

Farm operating expenses dur 	 d. ing 1948 continued their upwar climb, From 968,- 
372,000 in 1947, they increased to v 1 1 083,556,000 last year, a gain of nearly 12 per 
cent. Whilo gains were registered for nearly all of the expense items, the most 
significant increase occurred in livestock feeds, which rose by apprcimate1y 
45,000,000 or about 19 per cent 0  

With the exception of British Columbia, all of the 1948 provincial net incomes 
were larger than in 1947, while conared with 1946, not incomes were lower in Nova 
Scotia and British Columbia. Greatest absolute gain in not income last year as 
compared with 1947 occurred in Saskatchewan. 

Not Income was as follows by provinces, in millions of dollars, totals for 
1947 being in brackets: Prince Edward Islarrl, 14.3 (100; Nova Scotia, 020.6 
(.,l7,2)' New Brunswick, '33.8 (28.4); Quebec, 0259.5 (19O.3); Ontario, 447.2 (35O.35; Manitoba, 0,186.0 (1146); Saskatchewan, 3807 ( 259.9); aberta, 297.6 (209.1); British Columbia, :41.6 (5.0). (10) 

STOCKS D MTIS OF Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North 
1flLT ND CO IRS1 GRS 	J.rnerica at midnight on April 14 amounted to 1 24 ,823,000 

bushels, down 2,088,000 from the preceding week's total 
of 126,9l1,000 bushuls, but 43,643.000 higher than the 81,180,000 bushels held on 
the corresponding date last year. according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

Farmors in the Prairie Provinces marketed 2 3 078,000 bushels of wheat during 
the week as compared with 67 4 ,000 in the seine week last year. Clearances of wheat 
for export totalled 2,570,000 bushels compared with 3, 063,000 a year ago. 

The following quantities of coarse grains were also delivered from farms in 
the Prairie Provinces during the week ending April 14, totals for the sam week 
last year being in brackets: oats,998,000 (366,000) bushels; barley, 531,000 
(198,000); rye, 126 9 000 (5,030); flaxsoed, 83,000 (17, 000). (11) 

STOCKS OF CREAIRY BUTTER 
IN NINE CITES OF CNDL 

in eight of the nine cities. 

Stocks of creamory butter in ntho cities of Canada on 
April 22 moved up to 5,264.000 pounds from 1,708,000 
on the corresponding date last year. There were increases 
Reina being the single exception. 

Holdings were ar follows by cities, comparable totals for 1948 being In brackets 
(thousands omitted): Queboc, 416 (44) pounds; Montreal, 1 : 637 (329); Toronto, 1,648 
(288); Winnipeg, 565 (285); Regina, 65 (67); Saskatoon, 120 (72); Edmonton, 222 (128); 
Calgary, 153 (96); Vancouver, 438 (399). 



ri1 30, 149 	 D.B.S. WEEnY BULLETIN 	 Page 8 

LOG PRODUCTION DO'N IN MRCH Net production of eggs in Canada during March declined 
to 37 0 412,000 dozen from 40,961,000 dozen in the 

rno month of 1948, according to the monthly repart by the Dominion Bureau of 
.3tatistics. Farm eggs numbered 34,289,000 dozen and eggs produced elsewhere 

Or 

	

	
3,123,000 dozun, There was an increase of 15 eggs per 100 layers but the average 
number of layers was nearly 10 per cent lower at 27,359,000 birds, 

In the period, Janunry-March, net production of eggs totalled 95,717,000 dozen 
as against 111,006,000 dozen in the same quarter last year. Of this year's aggregate, 
8 7,591, 000  dozen were from farms, (12) 

SECURITI PRICE INDE)S 

Lpri1 21, 1949 pri1 14, 1949 March 24, 1949 

(1935-3100) 

Investors' Price Index 

(106 Common Stocks) 	......... 106.2 107.3 106.6 
82 	IndustrIals 	............., 99,5 100,8 100,4 
16 Utilitios 	............... 115.7 116,5 114.1 

8 	Banks 	... ................. 132.7 132.5 131.8 

Mining Stock Price Index 

(30 	Stocks) 	.................., 86.0 87.0 83.4 
25 	Golds 	..................... 72.6 73.1 67.4 

5 	Baco 	Metals 	............... 111.4 113.5 114,8 

otiir OF STELL INGOIS Ctnadian steel mifls tuxned out record toimages of steel 
AT HIGH LVLL IN IkflCH ingots in March, exceeding the high levels of recent 

months by a considerable nrgin. Reflecting the growth 
in output, cumulative figures for the first quarter rose eight per cent over the 
comparatively high totals for the sane period of 1948. 

According to the Dominion Buroctu of Statistics, the month's output of steel 
ingots advanced to 287,885 short tons from 219,009 in the preceding month and 
275,349 in the some month last year. Output for the first quarter of 1949 aggregated 812,881 short tons compared with 753,300 a year earlier. 

The daily average output for March reached the high total of 9,286 short tons 
comnrod with 8,893 in February and 8,882 in March last year. Daily avorago for 
the first quarter was 9,032 tons compared with 8,278 in thu like period of 1948, (13) 

PRODUCTION iND SHIPMENJB Shipments of stool wire bjr Canadian producers amounted 
OF STEEL WIPE IN FBRTLRY to 9,930 tons in February as compared with 8,177 in 

the samo month last year, according to the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. During the first two months of this year, 20,938 tons were 
shipped as against 18,549 in the similar period of 1948. 

Production during the month totalled 28,219 tons as compared with 25,082 a 
year ago, bringing the aggregate output for th yecr-o-dto to 56,598 tons as 
against 51,582 in the same period a yoer earliLr, (14) 
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OLD PRODUCTION IN EHBRUARY Gold production in Canada was maintained at a 
2JCRFASED OVER LAST YEAR 	comparatively high level in February, output for 

the month, as recorded by the Dominion Bureau of 
3tatistics, amounting to 307,472 fine ounces, showing a slight decline from the 
January figure of 308,989, but 17 per cent in advance of the 261,603 produced 
in February last year. 

Output for the two months ended February totalled 616,461 fine ounces as 
cmrared with 534,969 in 1948, an increase of 15 per cent. There were substantial 
advances over a year earlier in Quebec, Ontario and the Northwest Territories, and 
sral1 decreases in Manitoba and Saskatchewan, and British Columbia, 

3brry production by areas, with figures for the same month last your 
in l)nackets, was as follows: Ontario, 182,917 (155,295) fine ounces; Quebec, 
71,443 (58015); British Columbia, 24,642 (25,562); IJanitoba and Saskatchewan, 14,829 ( 14 ,992); Northwest Territories, 13,601 (6,511); and the Yukon, 23 (528). (]5) 

iRODUCTION OF SILVjR, lEAD Production of both primary silver and lead continued 
ND ZINC IN FEBRUARY 	downward in February, silver reaching its lowest 

point since April, 1947, and lead its lowest since 
.:owed a substantial increase over last year. 

:2 primary silver amounted to 936,372 fine ounces as compared 
itn 	in January and 1,035,568 in the corresponding month last year, accord- 

Lng to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. During the first two months of this year, 
1,911,806 fine ounces were produced as against 1 ,993,793 in the similar period a 
year ego. Output for April, 1947, stood at 924,469 fine ounces. 

Frod.uction of primary lead declined to 10,627 tons from 10,796 in January 
and 12,966 in February last year. Output for the cumulative period aggregated 

'ainst 24,033 in 1948,  The May, 1944 output was 10,245 tons. 

production amounted to 20,013 tons, doi from 21,948 in the 
recec1ing month, but substantially above the 17,527 tons produced in the same month 

1st year. Total for the year-to_date was 41,961 tons compared with 34,693 in 
- 91 	( 16) 

CUPPEh NU N10ML OUTPUT 

2 20,805 tons and 19,112 
frst two months of this 
sieilr period last year. 

Rroduction of now primary copper in February amounted to 
21,540 tons, increasing over the preceding month's output 

tons in the corresponding month last year. During the 
rear, 42,345 tons were produced as against 39,559 in the 

:ike1 output in the month was lower than in January but showed a slight rise 
OVC:r rbruary, 1948. This yearts February figure was recorded at 10,863 tons compared with 11,180 in January and 9,683 a. year earlier. Cumulative production in the 
two-month priod. woe 22,043 tons as against 20,457 in the like period of 1948. (17) 
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OUTPUT OF WIRE FENCING IN FEBRUkRY Production in Canada of steel wire fencing rose 
slightly to 2,092 tons in February as compared 

.th 2,031 In the same month last year, according to the Dominion Bu.reau of Statistic8. 
tput for the first two months of this year aggregated 4,338 tons as against 4,393 the similar period a year ago. This year's February total included 1,834 toils f farm fencir, 10 tonr r 1w f'rcine, 	ba tons of chain link fabric. (18) 

:ooiufacturod and natural gas by distributing 
C IN F.EEkUJRY 	companies were at higher levels than last year both 

in February and the first two months of this year, 
ng to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, 

oiul'ectured gas sold in February amounted, to 2,487,236 ii cubic feet as compared. 
LLtI1 2,464,997 a year earlier. In the cumulative period, 

51 021 , 8 5 LI cubic feet sold as against 4 ,943,689 in the similar period last year. 

month's sales of natural gas totallod 6,414,245 LI cubic feet compared with 
a year ago, bringing the total for the ffrst two months of this year to 

)i,"•i ,3' 	ohic 	,o,irrt 1D,5:7,26 in the same month3 last year. (19) 

i htD1J,:,'ioi, o' JuL. JJ 	fro,tuetjon of coke from ovens and gas retorts in 
Canada during Febrry amounted to 317,046 tons 

ac against 290,545 in the corresponding month last year, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 
azli Quebec accounted for 84,979 tons, Ontario for 210 0 801 tons and western Canada 
for 21,266 tons, Output for the two months ended February totalled 669,000 tons 
as against 614,000 in the similar period last year. Producers' stocks of oven and 

, 	ad of February amounted to 146,672 tons. (20) 

• 1 

	

	
rotn of dostjc typo electric refrigerators 

by Canadian manufacturers was maintained at a high 
love], in February. The month's output amounted to 

13,319, showing a slight decline from the preceding month's figuro of 13,331 units, 
but 23 per cent in advance of last year's 10,785 units, accordir€ to the Dominion 
3urea'i of Statistics, Output for the first two months of this year rose to 26,650 
Lnit from 21,229, an increase of slightly more than 21 per cent. 

:xports of Canadian-made units were also at a comparatively high level in 
Fbru.ry, totalling 1,538 units as compared with 130 in Januory and 213 a year 
earlier. Imports were down in both conarisons, falling to 17 units from 75 in 
•Tau,aary and last year's high figure of 630 in February last year, 

•.:anufacturers' stocks at the end of February amounted to 1,996 units as against 
a year ago, (21) 

aLES OF PAIWTS ND VRNISIS Sales of paints, varnishes and lacquers by manufac- 
turers which normally account for 96 per cent of the 

total Canadian production, were below 1948 levels during the first two months of this 
year. .ccording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, they amounted to 6,l57,584 
in February as compared with 7,,048,488 in the corresponding month last year, and 
during the first two months totalled 11,724,210 as against V13,326,478 in the 
similar period of 1948. In February, trade sales, exclusive of water paints, 
accounted for about 50 per cent of the total, industrial sales 36 per cent, water 
paints two per cent, and unclassified sales 12 per cent, (22) 



JL. 

.IL R.1JENDE3 ND EINSE3 Both revenues and expenses of Canadian railways increased 
IGR IN D.CER 	in December over a year earlier, expenditures showing 

thc :r 	t 	iar.eL: 	J 	. .t 	t 1. J , L 

.'.. 	
.-..." 

iir: 	of 	or nar1y 13 per cent over December 1947, and of 
15,557,000 above December 194 6, setting a new high for any Dc-ceinbor, according to 

Lho Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Operating expenses rose more sharply to 72,522,817, up 14 ,172,924 or 24 per cent above a year earlier. Net  operating revenue was thus 
reduced from 10,281,079 in 1947 to 4,960,536 for the month. Owing to a considerabJ 
:asing in tax accruals, however, operating income suffered only a minor decline 
rcn.:6,904,417 to 6,836 1 085. 

.11 revenue accounts, except passenger and water 1ir, improved over December, 194'7. :Lt revenues increased 8,013,640 or 15 per cent to ;61,042,287, express was up 
•7,796 or 15 per cent at 3,383,135, and miso11anouos or all other revenue rose V79,547 to \?3,773,936. Every expense account was also appreciably higher, with main-
enance of way and structures up 1 3 278,171, maintenance of equipment advanced 7,542,- 29 to 17,457,829, anJ transportation expenses at 4,131,896 or nearly 13 per cent higher ,426,618. 

.:tal payroll for December was approximately .41,400,000, up 18 per cent from 
., 9,98, while the number f emrb ees rose from 173,102 to 177,075. The portion ....................ions increased W5, 069,939 to 	38 1 071 3 884. 	(23) 

.liday, declining to 64,776 cars 
:ith the corresponding week last 
1is, asswiiing that soi loading 
:.ier dwing 1948. 

nr±endings on Canadian railways for the week 
ended ipri1 16 were affected by the Good Friday 

from 71,997 in the preceding week. Comparisons 
rear indicate little change in volume on a daily 
was douo on the holiday, Good Friday occurred 

imulativo totals for the first 15 weeks amounted to 1 3 080,969 cars comparol ,102,381 in the similar period last year and 1,045,291 cars in 1947. Grain 
uns show a gain of 18019 cars over 1948 at 96,915, conl was up 6,214 cars to ,620 2  coke improved by 1,478 cars, ores and concentrates were 4,762 cars heavier, 

..ilo gasoline and petroleum, iron and steel, autos and sugar have moved in greater 
':olume. Recessions were indicated in ntrketings of grain products, hay and straw, 
..ive stock, dairy products, meats, all forest products, fertilizers and miscellaneous 

ifrt'. 

. 	L 	.1, ... 	iuction by manufacturers of asbestos goods 
in Canada in 1947 was valued at v7,116,000, an Lrease of 11 per cent over the 1946 total of 6,409,000 	The products included 

ake lining valued at 1 3 644,000, boiler and pipe covering at y603,000, clutch cmos at 4 35,000, asbestos packings at314,000, and such other lines as asbestos 
cloth, yarn, dryer felts, cements, etc. 

ports of asbestos in 1947 rose in value to 32, 291,000 from :23,839,000 and asbestos products to :690,000 from 654,000. Imports of asbootos 
were valued at 3,680,000 compared with 2,320,000. 

..cre were 14 establishzuents in the industry in 1947, two more than in 194 6. ir tmp1oyees averaged 966 compared with 965, and salary and wage payments ,os,000 	rnrard rith . 1,32,flC, 	(25) 
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PEOPPS L3STJED DURING TEE WELK -- (The numbers in this list correspond with those 
.t ta.i of news items, indicating the report on which an item is based), 

1. Intories and Shipments by Manufacturing Industries, February (25 cunts), 
:. Canadian Fisheries Statistics, March (10 cents). 

Prices and Price Indexes, March (io cents). 
f Wholesale Tade, February (10 cents). 

Current Food Trends, February (io cents). 
Retail Trade, New Series, February (inc1udir January) (10 c(.jnts), 
Production of Leather F3otwear, February (io cents). 
Advance Statement on Employment and Weekly Earnings, March 1 (10 cents). 
Sales and Purchases of Securities Between Canada and Other Countries, 

February (10 cents). 
Not Income of Farr1 Operators from Farming Operations, 1948 (15 cents). 

II. Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (io cents). 
Monthly Poultry Estimates, March (10 conts). 
Steel Ingots, March (10 cents). 
Steel Wire, February (10 cents). 

15, Gold Producticn, February (10 cents). 
Silver, Lead and Zinc Production, February (10 cents). 
Copper and Nickel Production, February (10 cents), 
Wire Fencing, February (10 cents). 
Sales of Manu.factured and Natural Gas, February (io cents). 
Coal and Coke Statistics, February (io cents). 
Domestic Type Electric Refrigerators, February (10 cents). 
Salos of Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers, Febrry (io cents). 
Operating Revenues, Expenses and Statistics of Rai1ys in 0ana, 

December (10 cents). 
Carloadings on Camdian Railways - Wuokly (10 cents). 
The Asbestos Products Industry, 1947 (25 cents). 
The Lumber Industry in Manitoba, 1947  (10 cents). 
The Wino Industry in Canada, 1947 (25 cents). 
Trade of Canada: Imports Entered for Consumption (Detailed), February, 

aid Two Months Ended February (25 cents). 
Macaroni and Kindred Products Industry in Canada, 1947 (15 cents). 
Leather Footwear Industry, 1947 (25 cents). 
Summery of Monthly Transit Reports, 1948 (13 cents). 

Copies of these and other Bureau reports may be obtained on application 
to the Dominion Statistician, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. 
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