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JANAiA' 	iiisJL ueST-u-LIVING INDC moved up from 159.2  to 159.3  botween March 1 
and April 1, roorsing slightly the downtrend of the two preceding months. 

DARTMENT STORE SALES in March were valued at 69,125,000, an increase of 7.2 per 
cent over the 64,486,000 rucorc3.cd in the corrarroMing month last year. 

. 	S 	• 

OIIv0 1R 	lLcrE:T IiSU NC b TI?S filed in Iinrch aure above a year earlier, 
all provinces except Alberta sharing in thu rise, but the month's total was down 
from February this ycr. 

FIIN01NJF'0i 	VIHIOLE SLES during thu first juartor this yinr rose to 36,57 0  
units financed for 35,861,730 as eo'nparci with 28,800 financed for 27,102,100 
in the same poriod last year. 

CI.Dk3 DLESTIO FDDiiTS ieclirro1 in valuu in March to 2le,8D0,00'3 conprxud with 
228 1 400 1 000 in ilcxch last year and in th first quarter of the year to 658,-

800000 as against $672, 000,000 in 1948.  Shipments rose in March to the United 
States, Irtin America, and Commonwealth countries in Africa and Asia, but fl1 
to thy. [Jolted }Jrs.4em and ;u Earoroon countries as a whole. 

I 	I 	I 

T0TLL WSE AN!) CREDIT SAlES of 10 trades covered in a consumer credit survey by the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics rose 78 per cent during the second half of 1948 
over the like period of 1947,  cash sales rising 6.6 per cent, instalment sales 
15.1 per cent and charge account sales 115 per cunt. 

CHUES CSH±D agoi.nst individual accounts rose to •6,67,531, 000  as compared with 
6,196 1 130,0j0 in March last year, an increase of 10.8 per cent 

4 	I 	I 

PRODUCTION AND INVENTORIES OF REFID PETROLEUIi PRODUCTS cent inued to move up in 
January, the month's output rising 10 per cent over last year, and inventories 
27 per cont. Rjooipts of crude petroluwn t the refineries rose almost 17 per cent. 

PRODUCTION 011  SAJN IJiriR east of the Rockies in Eebruary is estimated at 179, 44 5, 000  
feet board measure, down two and one-half per cent from the February, 1948, figure 
of 183,9.L,000  fat. 

CRL)ADINGS ON 0ANADLN ILYS for tied wc. 	ended April 23 totalled 73,840 cars, up 
8harply from the Easter week lan or LO,770 r,rc, but iwn 337 car's or 1.1 per cent 
from the same wuk last year. 
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COST-OF-LIVING INDEX 	Reversing slightly the downtrend of the two preceding months, 
UP SLIiTLY AT PRIL 1 Canada' s official cost-of-living index moved up one-tenth 

of a point between March 1 and April 1, from 159.2  to  159.3. 
• 

	

	t this figure, it was 7.7 points above April 1 last year and three-tenths of a 
cint below the peak level of 159.6  which has been touched three timos -- at the 
irst of October and November lost year and January this year. During the six 

icnths siaco reaching 159.6,  the index h:.s kept within seven-tenths of a point of 
Vol. 

increase during the month was due to small advances in clothing, home-
;uriuihings and services, rents and the miscellaneous group, which offset a further 
rp in foods. 

The food index declined in the period. from 199.1  to  198.5,  a substantial drop 
ho prico of butter and small decroasos in lard and shortening overbalancing 

Lureaso8 of beef, pork, milk, bread and flour. At its April 1 level the food index 
was 11.7 points higher than a year ago, but 6.9 points down from its peak of 205.4 
reached on October 1 last. 

Reflecting the results of a quarterly rent survey, the rents index rose in the 
month from 121.7 to 122.4, the peak figure for this index. At April 1 last year, 
the runt index stood at 119.9,  making a rise of 2.5 points in 12 months. 

Thu clothing indox registered a further slight increase, from 182.7 to 183.2, 
which compares with 172.9 on April 1 1948, and the home furnishings and services 
index moved up from 167.9  to 168.0, the fuel and light index romained unchanged at 
131.0, while the index of miscillanuous gcods and services advanced from 128.1 to 
128.4, reflecting an increase in the automobile transp:rtation series. (1) 

D0IESTIC EXPORTS IN LRCH Canada's total dornstic exports declined in value to 
BELO 1d LST YEAR 	March to 216,800,000 from 228,400,000 in March last 

year, but showed the usual increase over the preceding 
month when the value stood at .)205,000,000. The month's decline, following upon 
a small increase over a year ago in January and a slightly larger decrease in 
February, lowered the cumulative value for the first quarter of the year to 658,-
800,000 compared with .672,000,000 in 194 8 . 

Further gains in the value of shipments to the United States over last year 
were recorded during March, according to returns released by the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics, and increases in exports to latin Am.erica, and to Commonwealth 
countrios in Africa and Asia. However, those were offset by a marked falling-off 
in exports to the United Kingdom and Europe as a whole, and smaller losses in 
shipments to the British West Indies. 

Exports of animals and animal products were sharply lower in Iiiarch than a 
year ago and there were smallor decreases in the fibres and textiles, wood and 
paper, non-metallic and miscollanoous groups. The iron and its products group 
showed a sizeablo gain in value, while the agricultural and vogetable products, 
non-ferrous metals and chemical groups were moderately higher. 

Exports to the Unitod States in the month were valued at 122,418,000 as compared 
with 0112,519,000 in the corresponding month last year, bringing the cumulative figure 
for the first quarter to 345,150,000  as athst 312,333, 000  a year earlier. The 
increase in the month was 8.8 per cent, and in the first quarter, 10.5 per  cent. 

March exports to the United Kingdom were valued at 39,498,000, dovm a third 
from last year's corresponding total of 59,182,000. First-quarter total was 
l39,435, 000 as compared with )175,790,000  a yusr ago. 
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The combined value of exports t::. India and }okistan continued, to show marked 

gains, the March total standing at 0,750,000 compared. with 584,000 a year ago, 
raising the cuiiiu1,t1ve figure for the first quarter to .) 2 6,993, 000 from 4 , 043, 000. 
March total for the 1tin American countries as a group wrs 9,778,000, up 11.6 per 
coat over last year, and the three-month cumulative figure rose moderately from 
i26,159,000 to 26,442,000 

There was a gerra1 decrease in the value of exports to European countries in 
March, the aggregate for the area falling off from 19,9 4 9,000 a year ago to ,204 9 000, and in the first quarter from 72,364,000 to 4 43,10 000. Shipments 
to Belgiwn and Luxembourg foil from 0 3, 095, 000  in March . 1cst year to 1,609,000, 
Czechoslovakia from 1 ,52,000 to 73,000, France from 2,88O,00O to 1,648,OOO, 
Italy from v1,599,000 to c532,000, Netherlands from )4,744,000 to 0692,000, Norway 
from ill,103,000 to )803,000, and Switzorlemi from 1,499,00O to 460,000. Exports 
to Germany roso from 316,000 to 1 ,95,000. 

Among the individual commodities there were gains in wheat, alcoholic beverages, 
seed.s and cattle both in the month and quarter, while bacon and hams and shell and 
processed eggs were down sharply in both conhrisons. Planks and boards and wood 
pulp were lower, whilo newsprint paper experts contiriuod above last year's level. 

Exports of farm implements and machinery were well above 1948 values, while 
the exports of other typos of mochinery and automobiles and ports were lower in the 
month and quarter. Aluininwn exports were off in both periods, but copper, nickel 
and zinc all moved up. Lurid exports were lower in the month but higher in the quarter. 
Asbestos exports were aown sharply, while the value of fertilizers was well ahead 
of last year, (2) 

CBEQUESC3ISLD AGAINST Continuing the gains o' earlier months, business transactions 
INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTS 	in the form of cheques cashed against individual accounts 

rose to a high level in Mrirch, while in the first three 
months of this year, the total was greater for Canads and for each of the five 
economic areas than in any other similar period. 

According to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the total for tho month amounted 
to 6,86'/,531,000 as compared with 6,196,130,000 in March last yoar, an increase 
of 10.8 per cent. During the first quarter of this year, the total was  19,772,380,-000 compax'ocl with l8,238,056,003 a year ago. 

Duo to the recession in Halifax and Saint John, the aggregate for the Me,ritin 
Provinces ShOWed a, decline of 2.7 par cont. Cheques cashed in Quebec amounted to 
1,995,000,000 as against ;1,892,000,000 a year earlier, gains being general in three 

centres, the figure fm' Montreal amounting to i 1,7 04,000,000, A considerable percentage 
gain was shown in Quebec City, the total moving up 18.4 per cent. 

Thirteen of the 14 centres in Ontario recorded gains in March over the same 
month last year, Fort William having been the exception 0  The greatest percentage 
increase was shown in Ottawa, the total rising 55,4 per cent. Important relative 
gains were shown in Chatham, Sudbury and Windsor, while Toronto recorded a slight 
rise, the total standing at 1,871,000 1 000, 

Each of the 10 centres in the Prairie Provinces were higher, marked increases 
having been registered in Regina, Calgary, Edmonton and Lethbridgo. In Winnipeg, 
the total rose to V0 580000,000, up 25.2 per cent. An increase of 13 per cent was 
shown in British Columbia, the total standing at 621,000,000, while in Vancouver, 
cheques enshed arncuat1 to 02d.000 1 003, an alvance of 15 per cent. (3) 
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:FRoKw TiN-Yih RISE 	During the ten years since 1938, the amount of 
JCLUTi OF C}ThQUES CASID cheques cashed or otherwise paid by the Canadian 

' 

	

	 people has shown an uninterrupted annual increase 
hat is without precedent both in duration and magnitude. Overall advance has 
'en from 30,9 billion in 1938 to the all-time record total of 30.7 billion 
:.e 1948, a gain of more than 160 per cent. 

Financial transactions of this type have traced three maia 000floliliC cycles 
since the end of World War I, according to the annual report on cheques cashed by 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The first period of high prices and active 
business conditions culminated in 1920, with deflation in the immediately following 
years, and then a considerable period, of recovery. The next peak was in 1927  nen 
cheQues cashed totalled 046.7 billion, a level that was not equalled again until 
1943 when transactions reflecting expansion for war purposes amounted to 4530 
billion. Wartime activity was the main cause of continued expansion until 19 4 5. 
During the last three years, the replenishment of shortages in coniumor goods, the 
high level of capital fornEtion on a physical footing and the advance in prices have 
been the nirt generating forces in the continued advance in volume of cheques cashed. 

By regions, the udvancs in cheque transactions has varied from the national 
pattern during the ten-year period. In the Mcritiis and Quebec the trend has been 
8teudily upward year by yoar, the total in 1948 being more than three times that 
of 1938 in the former region and close to two and a half times in Q,uobuc. In 
Ontario the totals in 1946 and 1947 wore below the 1945  standing, but last year 
the volume rose to a new peak. The advance in the Prairie Provinces has been more 
uneven that In the other economic areas, the most marked gain being shown In 1944, 
while the 1946 total Was below 1945 but has been followed by further increc.sos in 
the last two years. In British Columbia there has been a steady upward trend. 	4) 

CONSUMER CREDIT TRENDS Thu trnd toward smaller gains in cash than in credit 
buying in evidence since the end of the war was maintained 

in the second half of 1948. Total cash and credit sales of the 10 trades surveyed 
by tne Dominion Bureau of Statistics gained 7.8 per cent over the same period of 
1947. Cash sales rose 6.6 per cent, instalmnt sales by 15.1  per cent, and charge 
account sales by 11.5 per cent. 

Overall increasos in the latter half of 1948 over the same period of 1947 were 
smaller than those in the first half. During the first inrt of the year cash sales 
were 6,6 per cent above 19 47 -- the same as in the last half -- instalment sales 
jumped 24.4 per cent, while charge account sales at lO.'/ per cent were slightly 
below the increase fon the lattor.half. 

Receivables, or account:; outstanding for all trcdos combind, as calculated from 
preliminary tabulations, wor, 20.4 per cent above the 19 47 level at the and of 1948. 
Showing smaller gains over 1947 than the receivables at June 30, 1948, the year-end 
rise or 20.4 per cent re'osentod a gain of 31.9 per cent in instalment receivables 
and a gain of 10.4 per cent in charge account receivables. 

Four trades transacted loss cash business in the latter half af 1918  than during 
the same period of 1947 while two trades extended less charge account business. In-
creased instalment sales wore registered In all tres during the last half of 19 4 8. (5) 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES UP Sales of department stores in March were valued at 
SEVEN PER CENT 	 $69,125,000, showing an increase of 7.2 per cent over 

the $64 2 486,000 recorded in the corresponding month 
inst year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Increases occurred 
in all provinces, 41bcrta and Saskatchewan showing the largest gains of 19.9 per 
;'nt and 14.3 per cent, respectively. The gain in Manitobn was 13.1 per cent, 

:ritieh Columbia 10.6 per cent, Maritime Provinces 6.5 per cent, Ont7rio 3.9 per 
nt, and Quebec 0.7 per cent. 

Figures for the month show that sales of women's nQ cbiLren's npparol 
dopartmonts advanced 11 per cnt; furniture, 17.4  per cent; bouehe1d appliances 
and electrical supplies, 11.4 per cent; radios and. musical instrumonts, 13.2  per 
cent; drugs, toilet articles and preparaticns, 9.3 per cent; piece goods, 6.9 per 
cent; home furnishings, 7.5 per cent; and hardware and kitchen utensils, 9.8 per 
cent. Sales of men's and boys' clothing and furnishings docroasod 2.3 per cent, 
and food, and kindred products 7.1 per cent. 

Sales were as follows by provinces, totals far the same month last year being 
in brackets (in thousands): Maritime Provinces, S0,122 ($4,810); Quebec, 310,874 
(310,798); Ontario, $25,655 (0 24 ,692); Manitoba, 39,791 (38,657); Saskatchewan, 
0 3,81 (3,337), L.lburta, 4,953 (,.,13l), British Columbia, 38,916 (38,061). (6) 

WEEKLY e'(S IN 'JFCTING Avorago weekly wages paid by larger Canadian mzinufac- 
turers in the last week of November, 1947 amounted to 

37.19, showing an increase of almost 15 per cent over the corresponding period of 
1946. The higher earnings resulted largely from wage increases, or in some instances 
from the payment of larger cost-of-living bonuses. Variations in industrial activity 
and other factors also affected the levels of weekly wages for the different provinces. 
Thu working time averaged 43.7 heurs, 44.9 hours for mon and 39.7 hours for women. 

In terms of money, earnings of men showed larger gains than those of women, 
but in most cases the percentages of increase in the earnings of women were higher. 
The all-Canada average for men was $41.35 as compared with 936.23 a year earlier, 
and for women, YALU compared with VA0.08. 

kverago weekly wages were the highest in British Columbia at $41.85 compared with 
36.83 in the corresponding month of the previous year, followed by Ontario at 

138.57 compared with 333.26, n1borta $36.81 compared with 32.40,  Saskatchewan 
$36.63 (32.78); Manitoba, 335.59 (331.16); Quebec, 934.82 ($30 .51); Nova Scotia 
34.58 (331.40; New Brunswick, 333.55 (33004). (7) 

SEURI!Y PRICE INDS 

11.pril 28, 1949 

investors' Price Index 

(106 Common Stocks) 	105.4 
82 Industri1s ...., 	98.9 
16 Utilities 	 113.9 
BBariks .............. 132.1 

ipril 21, 1949 

(1935-39100) 

106.2 
99,5 

115.7 
132.7 

Mc.rcb. 31, 1949 

107.1 
100,9 
115.5 
131.3 

Mining Stock Price Inx 

(30 Stocks) ............ 	84.9 	 86.0 	 83.1 

	

25 Golds , ............. 71.6 	 72.6 	 67.6 

	

5 Baso Metals .........110.2 	 111.4 	 113.4 
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,AL45 F0TJ T L0yIvNT Increased numbers of claims for unemployment insurance 

' 	:JURM10E BEN?ITS 	benefits were filed in March as compared with the same 
month last year, all provinces sharing in the rise with 

exception of Alberta. The monthts total, however, was below that of February, 
-. er figures being shown for Prince dward Island, Ontario, Saskatchewan and 
Eritjh Columbia. 

Claims filed in Quebec totalled 33,381 as compared with 23,368 a year canter, 
Ontario 30,096 compared with 20,73, British Columbia 12,731 compared with 9,981, 
Nova Scotia 7,433 (5,346), Manitoba 5,931 (4,962), Alberta 5,720 (5,987), New 
Brunswick 4,985 (3,133), Saskatchewan 2,574 (2,302), and Prince Edward Island 551 
(433). 

At the and of March there were 185,787 ordinary claimants on the live unemploy-
ment register compared with 208,818 at the end of February and 136,356 at March 31, 1948. In addition there were 11,912 other claimants -- mainly short-time -- on 
the live unomp1omont register compared with 7,066 at the end of February and 5,249 
a year earlier. 

A total of 239,826 persons were paid 10,361,473 benefit as compensation for 4,644,642 compensated unemployed days during March compared with 210,681 beneficiaries 
paid 8,158,903 for 3,734,487 compensated unemployed days in February and 154 ,754 persons 	.d 6,629.826 for 3,364,791 compensated days inMarch last year. 

The aerage duration of the unemployment compensated was 19.4 days in March, 17.7 days in February and 21.7 days in March last year. The average amount of 
benefit paid per bneficicry was 43.20 in March, 38.73 in February and 42.84 
in March, 1948. The average amount of benefit paid per compensated day of unemploy-
mrit 	2.23 ir,.iarc}, 	in Fbruary and 1.97 in March a year ago. (8) 

0 	Ui 	nancing of 
SALES HIGHER THIS 1iE,R 	of lest year 

dollar value 
the advance in the number financed.  

motor vehicle. •:t1eS is running well ahead 
both for new and used cars, the rise in 
being somewhat greater in each case than 

Acording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics there were 16700 vhic1es financed in MLrch for 16,180,700 comp3rod with 12,600 units financed for .4 1 ,715, 000 in the same month last y..ar. Incroass amounted to 33  per cent in number and 38 per cent in dollar volume. 

In th first quarter of this y.ar, 36,570 units were financed for 35,861,700 compared with 28,800 financed for 27,102,100 in the same period of 194 8, showing 
increases of 27 per cent in number and 32 pen cent in financing. 

There were 5,900 now motor vehicles financed for a total of r8,537,200 in Hanch 
ccnpare.i with 4,800 for .6,638,300 a year ago. In the first quarter the sales of 13,100 
were financed for 19,254,900 compared with 11,300 for 15, 8 34 ,700  in the like period of 1948. 

In the used vehicle alass, there were 10,800 units financed in the month for 
V7,643,400 compared with 7,00 for . 5, 076,500, and in the first quarter, 23,400 for ;16,60430: 	nr%red with 17,500 for ) 1l,267,4OO. (9) 
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STOCKS AND IvL.RKETINGS OF Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North 
WHEAT AND COARSE GRi.INS 	America at midnigit on April 21 amounted to 120 ,769, 000  

bushels, down 4,054,000 from the preceding week's total 
of 121,823,000  bushels, but 44,377,000  higher than the 76,391, 000  bushels held on 

'responding date last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. 

.rmors in the Prairie Provinces merketed 2,791,000 bushels of wheat during the 
s compared with 470,000 in the same week laot year. Clearances of wheat for 

export totalled 4,317,000  bushels compared with 2,718,000 a year ago. 

The following quantities of coarse grains were also delivered from farms in 
the Prairie Provinces during the week ending April 21, totals for the same week last 
year being in brackets: oats, 1,820,000 (375,000)  bushels; barley, 1,085,000 
(159, 000 ); rye,  139,000  (6,000); flaxseod, 188,000 (13,000).  (10) 

WAT FIDUR PRODUCTION Canadian production of wheat flour in March showed a de-
IflER IN MARCH 	dine of nearly eight per cent from the same month last 

year. The month's output amounted to 1,715,683  barrels as 
compared wit 1,868,837. This brought the cumulative total for the eight months end-
ing March to 14,063,981 barrels, down almost 16 per cent from the same period last year. 

Wheat flour exports dropped to 709,960 barrels in March from 907,189 in the 
corresponding month last year • Total exports for the eight months ended March 
was 7,621,116 barrels as against 9,478,87 0  in the preceding crop year. 

Wheat used in the manufacture of flour in March amounted to 7,573,586  barrels 
compared with 8,480,852 in the same month a year ago, while the total procossed in the 
eight-month period was 62,877,715 bushels compared with 76,039,963  a year earlier. (11) 

STOCKS OF CREAMERY BU 12TR Stocks of creamery butter in nine cities of Canada on 
AND CHEESE ON MAY 1 	May 1 were down slightly from April 1 but were well 

ahead of May 1 last year. According to the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics, May 1 stocks this year totallud 6,034,000 pounds compared 
with 6,185,000  on April 1 and 1,566,000 a year ago. Cheese stocks were 12,645,000 
pounds against 15,661,000 on April 1 and 13,449,000 :n May 1, 1918. 

Creamery butter stocks were as follows by cities, totals for the same date last 
year being in brackets (figures in thousands): Q.uebec, 407 (34)  pounds; Montreal, 
1,926 (211); Toronto, 2,093 (251); Winnipeg, 621 (365); Regina, 73 (81); Saskatoon, 
171 (76); Edmonton, 170 (164); Ca1ary, 141 (100); Vancouver, 432 (281). (12) 

SALES OF FLJID MILK AND CRE.M Combjn1 salus of fluid milk and cream in Canada 
amounted to 326,851,000 pounds in February, 

approximately one per cent lower than in the same month last year. During the 
first two months of this year, fluid sales reached a total of 676,061,000 pounds, 
a decrease of one-quarter of one per cent. 

(juantity of fluid milk soLi in the Month amounted to 276,361,000 pounds, nearly 
1,000,000 pounds below February last year. For the two months, January-February, 
the total stood at 568,698,000 pounds, an increase of almost 500,000 pounds. 

Cream sales expressed as milk totalled 50,490,000 pounds in February, a docroasa 
of slightly more than 1,250,000 pounds or 2.5 per cent from the same month last 
year. During the two-month period, cream sales on a milk basis were estimetod at 
107,363,000 pounds, falling nearly 1,750,000 pounds or slightly more than 1.5 per 
coat. (13). 



May 7, 1949 	 D.B.S. VLEIY BULL1TIN 	 Page 3 

	

US.iOLDS AND iiJviILI.S 	Thura were approxiniately 62,000 housoh3lds in Newfoundland 

	

NEWF0UNDIj.NDfl' 

1 45 	and Labrador at the time of the 1945  Census. Of these, 
82 per cent consisted of single families with or without 

lativos, lodgers, servants, tc. Thirteen per cent consisted of households where 
or more families wore living together while the remr.ining five per cent worc 

Lassifiod as non-family households. The average number of persons per household 
u's 5.1 for Newfoundland as a whole, although the most common household size was 
:ur persons. 

This information is contained in a bulletin released today by the Dominion 
Bureau of Sttistics, which provides basic data on households and families, with 
a short historical table showing total occupied dwellings and average number of 
persons per dwelling. A later bulletin in this series will present data on other 
aspects of dwellings, such as type, tenure, value, rent, and number of rooms, 

The number of households and the averao number of persons per household in 
the four larst centres of population were as follows: St. John's City -- 8 1 095, 
5.3; Corner Brook -- 1 ,531, 5.6; Bell Iskind -- 1,435, 5.7; Grand Falls and Windsor --
1,247, 5.8. 

In 1945  there were 68,000 families in Nuwfoundland and Labrador averaging 4.4 
persons per family. This compares with 60,569 families averaging 4,7 persons per 
family at the time of the 1935 Census. Among the four largest centres, the 1945 
figures for total fArdliQs and average size of family are as follows: St. John's 
City -- 9,259, .l; Corner Brook -- 1,720, 1.8; Bell Island -- 1,547; 5.1; Grand 
Falls and Windsor -- 1,436, 4.8. 

Approxintoly 156,000 children under 25 yours of age were living at home with 
their families in 1945.  Of these, 110,581 were under 15 yours of ago, and 45,694 
were in the age group 15-24  years. Of this latter group 17 per cent wore attending 
school, 59 per cent were gainfully employed, and the remaining 24 per cent were 
neither at school or gainfully occupied. However, in the City of St. Jhn's, of the 
6,083 children in this age group living at home, 23 per cent were attending school, 
61 per cant were working in gainfuly occupations, and 16 per cent were neither at 
school nor gainfully employed. (14) 

R±LIGI0US DENOiilNTI0NS IN NE'FOUNDL-ND Nearly nine-tenths of the population of 
Newfoundland are adherents of three 

religious denominations, the Roman Catholic Church, the Church of England and the 
United Church, according to the results of the Census taken by the Newfoundland 
Government in 1945 and compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Thirty-three 
per cent in that year were Ronnn Catholic, 31 per cent adherents of the Church of 
England, and 25 per cent of the United Church, 

The numbers of adherents of the six numerically largest religious denominations 
in 1945, with  1935 figures in brackets, were as follows: Roman Catholic, 106,006 
(93,925); Church of England, 130,878 (92,7 09); United Church, 83,094 (76,134); 
Salvation Army, 22,571  (18,054); Pentecostal, 7,558 (3,721); Congregational and 
Presbyterian, 1,548 (2,584); and other deuoniriations, 2,886 (2,613). 

In the Quarter of a century since the taking of the 1921  Census, the nwnbur of 
persons reporting adherence to the Church of England increased from 84,665 in 1921  to 
130578 in 1945,  Roman Catholic from 86,576 to 106,006, Salvation Army from 13,023 
to 22,571, nd the Unitd Church (classed as Mothoiist in 1921) from 74,205 to 80,094. 
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Church of .n1and followers wore relatively most nwnerous in thu Districts of 
argeo La P3110 where they comisei 81 jor cent of' the population; St. Barbe, 
J per cent; Fortu.ne Bay and Hermitage, 65 per cent; and Harbour Grace, 64 per cent. 

' 

	

	man Catholics comnised 98 per cent of the population in the District of Ferryland; 
2 per cent in Placontia and St. Mary's; 77 per cent in St. Goorge-Port-au-Port; 
per cent in Harbour Main - Bell Island and in Placontia West, dherents to the 

'nitod Church comprised 58 per cent of the population in Carbonear-Bay do Verde 
and 52 per cent in Twillingato. (15) 

R1ILWY REVENUES AND EXPENS Railway revenues and expenses registered all-time 
HIGR fl! 1908 	 record totals in 1948 and were also at now high levels 

for the month in Janiary this year. Operating 
expenses in both periods oxceed.od relutivo advances in ruvenuos, resulting in decreases 
in not operating revenues, 

According to the Dominion 3LWuUU of Stat istics, opuratinj revenues in 1948 
aggregated 866,548R950,  showing a riSe of 11.6 per cent over 1947.  Operating 
expenses jumped to Y798,474,125 from y683,045,372, or by 16.9 per cnt, and not 
operating rovonuos declined to 68,074,825 from 93,475,  012, 

Operating revenues in January amounted to v66,983,683, an increase of Nt 6,532,981 
or 10.8 per cent over the sim'.lar period of 1948.  Operating expenses rose to 67,312,-
776, up 08,371,76o or 14.2 per cent, and the deficit in operatin3 incon was C12,996,7o6 
compared with 2,212,804, an increase of nearly YK 3 78400. 

For the year freight revenues wore 692,211,920, Up 15 per cnt or 1 9 0 ,222,537 
from 1947,  while tonnage of revenue freight increased. only 468,844 tons or 0,3 per 
cent, and ton mileage receded 1.8 per cent. Passengo' revenues were off 4,9 per cent 
at ,;82,886,394 compared with .;87,128,185 and revenue passengers carried, numbered 
35,655,239, down 65 per cent. A docline of 6.8 per cent was shown in passenger 
miloago although the average journey was little changed at 96,7 miles against 97.0. 
Mail revenue was up 5.8 per cent and express improved. 7.8 per cent. 

Total pay roll was by fur the highest on record in 1948 at 486,732,907,  up 
77,488,389 or 18.9 per cent over 1947,  Employees increased from  173,078 to 178,349 or 

by three per cent, and their average earnings were 2,729  against  .2,364, up 15.4  per 
cent. A total of i444,704,773  in pay roll was charged to railway operations against 
383,535,091 in 1947. 

In the month increased, freight revenues accounted for most of the gain in operating 
revenues, advancing 13.2  per cent to 51,266,216, but volume of revenue freight declined 
4,9 per cent to 12 1 489,752 tons, Passenger rovenuos eased 4.2 per cent to ç6,026,833, 
while the number of passengers declined. 10 per cent to 2,901,118. (16 and 17) 

CARLD4DINGS ON CANADIAN RAILWAYS Carload ings on Canadian railways for the week 
ended April 23 totalled 73,840 cars, up sharply 

from the low of Easter week when 64,776 ears were loaded, and down 837  cars or 1.1 
per cent from the same week last year. Loodings in the weeteii division at 25,106 
cars registered a gain of 1,612 cars over thu same week idst your, while eastern 
loadings eased 2,449 cars to 48,731 cars. 

'ain loadings were up 3,636 curs over the correspondin week of 1948, reaching 
8,183 cars; ores and concentrates rose from 2,238 to 3,216 curs, gasolino and 
petroleum from 1,762 cars to 5,070, automobiles from 950 to 1,341 cars, and fertilizers 
from 1,247 to 1,516  cars, The main declines from last year iero in groin products, 
hay and straw, live stuck, meats, coal and coke, other mine products, pulpwood, 
lumber, wood pulp and paper, and 1.c.1. merchandise. (iB) 
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:3DUCTI0N, IiVITORI3 .ND Production and inventories of refined petroleum 
iCKS OF REFINED PETROLEUM products continued to move up in Tanuary, the mox.th's 

output risin; 10 per cLnt over last year, and inventories 
vy ''ur cunt. Receipts of crude petroleum at the refineries rose almost 17 per cent. 

month's oduction of refined petroleum products amuuntod to 6,279,000  barrels 
i with 5,706,000 in thu corrospondinC month last year, accordinS to the Dominion 

Joureau of Statistics. Stocks at the end of the month were 12,873,300  barrels compared 
with 9,925, 000 . 

RocoiptS of crude durinr the month totalled 5,991,000 barrels compared with 
5,130 9 000 a year ao. The amount received from domestic sources rose to 1 1 2 75, 000  
barrels from 727,000, ruprosQntinG 21.3 per cent of the total as comrod with 13.7 
per cent a year ace.  Rucolpts of imported crude ameuntod to 4,716,030 barrels as 
compared with 4 1 404 1 040. 

Venezuela -- now Canada's principal source of imported crude petrOlU1 --
accounted for 2,425,256  barrels in January this year as compared with 1,909,723 in 
the cnrrospondin3 month last year. The United Status -- second largest outsido 
source -- suppliLJ 1,82,08 harr1s as compared with 2,382,619. (19) 

PRODUCTION I'D SAL..0 OF 	Production and domostic saks of asphalt shingles and 
ISPHLT ROOFING Mi.ThRLJS rolled roofin6 both registered marked declines in March 

and in the first three months of this year. A similar 
trend was shown f or tar and asphalt felts and sheathing in both periods. 

uccarding to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, output in March of asphalt 
shingks and rolled rofing amounted to 239,440  squares as compared with 447,192 in 
the correspondina month kst year. During the first three months of this year, 
691,525 squnros were produced as against 1,232,621 in the similar period last year. 
Production of tar and asphalt fults and sheathing All to 3,692 tons in March from 
5,555 in the same month a year ago. In the cumulative period, output totalled 10,395 
tons compared with 16,393 in the same period last year. 

In March, sales amounted to 227,281  squares as compared with 355,656  in March, 1948. 
This brought the total for the year-to-date to 662,405 squares as against 1 0 079,918 
a year oarlier. Tar and asphalt felts and shuathiny sold in March declined to 3,454 
tons from  5,117, brinçin, the totd sales for the throe-iaonth period to 9,530 tons 
as against 14,483 in the similar Iri;i last year. (23) 

PRODUCTION ND D0iJTIC SdES Production and domestic sales of asphalt floor tiles 
OF AiFIkLT PLOOR TILES 	both were lower in March than in the corrospoxii ing 

month last year, but wore substntia1lv above the 
preceding month. During the first three months of this year, output and sales 
were down in comperis')n with the same months last year. 

According to figures compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the 
month's production amoantud to 1,216,077 square fot as compared with 1,88,,269 
in March a year ago and 1043,436  in the preceding month. In the cumulative period, 
3,651,337 square feet were produced as against 5,263, ,58 in the similar period 
last year. 

Domestic sales fell to 1,438,201 square feet from 1,470,270 a year earlier, 
but increased ever the 1,157,815  recorded in February. During the first quarter 
of this year, 3024,640 square foot wore sold as compared with 1,347,679 in the 
same period a year earlier. (21) 
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PRODUCTION OF SWN LIJIR INFEBi-LRY Production of sa,':i lumber east of the 
Rockies in February is estimated by the 

Dominion Bureau of statistics at 17i,43, 003 feet board moasu.ro, down two and 
no-ha1f per cent from the February, 1)48 fin'o of 183041 0 003 foot. During 

the first two ncnths of this year, 328,477 8 300 foüt board moosuro were produced 
oinst 338,410,003 in the similar period a year a,o, a •ec1ino of three per cent. 

utput for the month was as follows by provinces, totals for the seino month 
et y,ar being in brackets: Prince Edward IslaM, 231,000 (75,000) foot board 

measure; Nova Scotia, 26,776 ,u0 ( 27,707, 000 ); New Brunswick, 19,928,000 (21,066,000); 
Quebec, 42,773,000 (41,982,000); Ontario, 14,600,000 (18 ,175,030); Manitoba., 
3,504 9 030 (2035,000); Saskatchewan, 1 0 ,823, 000 (18,934, 030); Alberta, 60,610,000 
(53,167,030). (22) 

CEIENT ThDUSThY IN 048 Production of cxnent in Canada durIng 1948 oxcooded all 
previous records both in quantity and total value of 

products, according to the annual report reloaed by tho Dominion Bureau of 
Statis4cs. During the year, 14,127,123 barrels valued at 28,264,987 were so] 
or used by the producers as compared with 11,09,215 barrels worth 21,)68,909 in 
1947, an increase of 18 per cent in quantity and 32 per cent in value. 

Eight plants were in operation in 1948, unchanGed from the preceding year. 
The industry employed an average of 1,723 persons who received 04,356,086 in wages 
and salaries coinporod with 1,650 employees whose earnings ugt?ruatod 3,679,446 
in 1947. Raw materials, process supplies and containers cost 5,699,042, and fuel 
and aloctricity •,7,158,156. Raw materials used in 118 included 3,449,)47 tons of 
limestone, 119,821 tans of gypsum, 277,178 tons of clay, 9,182 tons of iron oxide, 
17,74) tons of silica sand, and 78,377 tons of shale. 

Imports of Portland cement into Canada amounted to 1,120 2 671 barrels valued 
at 3095,173 in 148, a decrease of 13 per cent in quantity from the 1,248 2 625 
barrels in the preceding year. Exports amounted to 72,))y barrels valued at 200 1 575. 
The apparent consumption of cement was 15,174,7)5 barrels during the year. 

Shipments by provinces were as follows In 1948,  figures for the preceding year 
boing in brackets: Quoboc, 6 ,517, 031 (5, 453,407) barrels; Ontario, 3,660 756 
(3,529,4.38); Manitoba, 1,617,042 (1,352,13)); Alberta, 1,224,313 (737,551 	British 
Columbia, 1, 027,131 (63,743). (23) 

FRUIT 1M) VE&TB1E PRRLTI0S The gross value of irductiop, number of 
employees and salaries and waes paid by the 

fruit and vegetable preparations industry were at record levels in 1947, according 
to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. The physical volume of production, howovr, 
was s1ihtly lower than the Irecudina year's all-time high 0  

The gross value of products terned out in 1947 was ,152,713,000 as compared 
with V5 136,004,000 a year earlier, an advanco of 12 per cent, while the cost of 
materials used was V3 0,333,000 compared with 	434,000. The number of plants in 
operation decreased from 513 in 1)46 to 502. Average number of employees totalled 
17,036 who more paid v22,1)),000 in salaries an vas as compared with 16,373 
persons rocoivin, 19,169,000 in 1)46. 

Compared with 1746,  output of canned fruits increased 40 per cent; picklos 
and relishes, 36 per cent; jams, jollies and rncrmalades, 27 per cent; and catsup 
and sauces, 16 per cent. Soups and cannod vegetables fell 23 per cent and 10 per 
cent, respectively, (24) 
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REPORTS ISSUED DURING ji 	-- (The numbers in this list corresuond with th000 
•v::'.:, ii.;ti 	 i.;L; 

_io. Ll., 1-r.ii:t:z'n: , 	( .L1i 	t:: ) 

4 ., Iine.i o 	a: Lj 6rL stic Lxinrts, i,icrci (lu c.ints). 
, Cheques Cashed in Clearind Centres, March (10 cents). 

4. Annu.l Report on Cheques Cashed, 1948 (10 cents). 
5, Retail Conswnor Credit, July, 1945 - December, 143 (25 cents). 
6. Department Store Sales and Inventios, Mcrch (10 cents). 
7, Advance Statement of Hours of Work and Hourly and Weekly Earnings of 

AN and Female Wage-Earnors and Salaries and Emp1oyes Roportod by 
Leading Manufacturers for the Jst Week of November, 1947  (13 cents). 

Statistical Report on the Operation of the Unemployment Insurance Act, 
March (10 cents). 

Financing of Motor Vehicle Sales, March (io cents). 
Canadian Grain Statistics - Wookly (13 cents). 
Canadian Milling Statistics, March (10 cents). 
Stocks of Butter, Choose and Eggs in Nine Citios of 0arnJa, thy 1 (13 cents). 
Fluid Milk Trade, February (10 cents). 
Population of Newfoundland C1assiftd Accordin: to Housoholds and Families 

for Districts and Selected Centres of Population, 1745  (13 cents). 
Population of Newfoundland byRoligious Denominations and Sex, 1945 (10 cents). 
Opurating Revenues, Expenses and Statistics of Railways, 1948 (10 cents). 
Oporatine Revenus, Expenses and Statistics of Railways, Janucry (10 cents). 
Carloaclings on Canadian Railways - Weekly (10 cents). 

19, Rufined Petroleum Products in Canada, 7anuary (20 cents). 
Production and Domestic Sales of Asphalt Roofing, March (iD cents). 
Asphalt Floor Ti1s, i.rch (13 cents). 
Production, Shipments and Stocks on }ian3. of Sawmills East of the Rockies, 

February (25 cnts), 
Cement Ivhnufactiiring Industry, 174.8  (25 cents), 
Fruit and Vegotablo Preparations Industry, 1947 (25 cents). 

25, Annual Report on Current Benefit Years Under the UAiconploymont Insurance 
1)47 (25 cents), 

Dealers' Monthly Report on Non-Frrous Scrap iiota1, February (10 cents). 
The Boatbuilding Indusy, 1947 (10 cents). 
Carriages, Sleighs and Vehicle Supplies, 1747  (10 cents). 
Vih'e and Wire Goods Industry, 1i47  (25 cents). 

K. Canadian Statistical Review, April (35 cents). 
Cooking and Heating Apparatus Industry, 19 4 7 (25 corzts) 
Lumber Industry in Nova Scotia, 1947  (io cents). 
Lumber Industry in Prince Edward Island and Yukon Territory, 1947  (10 cents). 

34, Miscellaneous Non-Metallic Mineral Products Industry, 1947  (10 cents). 
BolLrs, Tanks and Plate Work Industry, 1)47 (25 cents). 
Cement Products Industry, 1947  (25 cents). 

Copies of those and other Bureau roprts may be obtained on application to 
the Dominion Statistician, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. 
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