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--- HIGHLIGTS OF THIS\ISSUE ~--

CANADLIN FiRMERS WILL SEED 3,000,000 more ascres to spring wheat this year than last,
making a total of just under 27,000,000 acres -~ 206,000,000 in the Prairie
Provinces -- seeded for hervest in 1949, accordineg to indicated intentions at
April 30, Decresses ers locksd Tor in tee sthar mejor grain crops.,

CANAD. 'S CROP S£hASON is earlier this year than last with a few exceptions, and is
genernlly favourable, ©Sseding has begun in the Maritimes and conditions throughout
enstern and central Canzda are favourzsble, In the Prairie Provinces, sesding is
well advenced, but moisturu is deficient over wide arsas particularly in Sasketchewan
and ilberta, In British Columbin the weatheér has been warm and seeding is zheed
of last year,

CREAMERY RUTTER PRODUCTION ineressed 1,640,000 pounds in April to 19,828,000 pounds
frca 18,129,808 in Ayril iast yess.

MARGARINE PRODUSCTION in Canads during the first four months of this ysar totalled
18,069,000 pounds, while stocks held by manufacturers, and in cold storages and
sther warehsuses 2t the first of May amountsd to 943,000 pounds,’

THE INDeX NUMEER OF Fuidd PRICES OF ~GRICULTUR.L FRODUCTS continued its general
downward trend in March, The index, on the basa 1935-39, was 251,1 compared with
252.8 in Fobruary ang 240,2"im Mareh'g y@er 229.

INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYMERNT in Censda a2t the beginning of lierch was 2t a new high for
lnte winter, the Burvau's index standing at 189.2 comparcd with 190,5 at the
first af February and 188,9 at Mereli 1 lzst year.

SALES OF NEW MOTOR VEHICIES totalled 24,637 units in March retailing for $52,359,305
compared with 20,774 which scld Tor ¥40,688,378 in the same month last yesr.

CANADLALN FRCODUCTICN OF CRUDE PETROLEUH 4HWD NATUR.AL GuSOLINE rose tc a new monthly
peak in February, emounting to 1,443,000 barrels, seven per cont higher than the
previous peak of 1,356,500 in January, and 85 per cent above the 779,800 barrels
produced in February last year,

COST-OF-LIVING INDEXES for four <f the eight regional cities recorded increases
during Merch, twe wera uncinsnged, anfl twe moved lower.
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ACREAGE INTENTIONS FOR Canadian farmers will seed 3,000,000 more acres to spring

CANADA'S 1949 FIELD CROPS wkeat this year than last, making a total of just under
27,000,000 acres seeded to wheat for harvest in 1949,

the Dominion Bureau of Statistics estimates on the basis of intentions indicated at

April 30, At the same time an increase of over a half-million acres in summerfallow

in the Prairie Provinces is anticipated, bringing the total summerfallow to 20,600, -

000 acres,

Decreases are looked for in Canada's other major grain crops. Oats are expected
to be down four per cent from last year to 10,800,000 acres and barley down seven
per cent to 6,000,000, Extremely sharp declines will occur in seedings of rye amd
flexseed, the oxtent of the change from last ysar in these two crops being 43 per cent
and 75 per cent, respectivaly. The acreege to be seeded to potatoes this ysar is
five per cent below the 1948 level,

Intondod wheat seedings in the Prairie Provinces are estimated et 26,000,000
acres, up 3,000,000 acres from the 1948 level of 23,000,000, Ontario's wheat acreage
for hervest in 1949 is currently placed at 762,800 acres, & dvcline of 16 per cent
from the 1948 harvested area, Little change from 1948 is anticipated in the remaining
provinces where wheat is a relatively minor crop. Fall wheat has been seeded to some
extent in Alberta and Sasketchewan in recent years but officicl estimates on these
seedings are not yet availsble. It is thought, however, that the totel of such wheat
on the Prairies is perhaps less then 300,000 acres, most of which is in Alberta,

This year it is reported that poor germination 2nd winterkill have teken a heavy toll
of the winter cereals secded in western Canada.

The anticipated increase in wheat acreage in each of the Prairie Provinces is as
follows: Manitoba 722,000 acres or 30 per cent; Saskatchewan 1,338,000 or nine per
cent; and Alberta 939,000 or 15 per cent. A western wheat acreage of the magnitude
indicated (26,000,000 acres) will, if realized, substantially exceed the 1940-48 average
of 22,300,000 and would bs only about six per cent below the record level of 1940
when 27,800,000 acres were sseded to wheat in the Pralrie Provinces,

For the Dominion as a whole, farmers intend to seed 10,800,000 acres to oats as
compared with 11,200,000 in 1948, the decline being wholly accounted for in the
provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta with either no change or modest increases
expocted in =11 other provinces,

The intended barley acreage for all Cancda is estimated at 6,000,000 acres as
compared with 6,500,000 last year, Deeclines are enticipated in Saskatchewan, Alberta
and British Columbia with increasce occurring quite generelly from Manitoba esstward.
While the anticipated barley sowing of 5,600,000 acres in the Prairie Provinces are
lower than in any yeesr since 1941, they are well above the 1931-39 average of 3,300, -
000, The estimated oats acreage in the Przirie Provinces, however, 1s the lowest
since 1915,

The intended flaxseed sowings of less than half a million ceres represented a
decrease of 75 per cent from the 1948 acreage of 1,900,000, The greatest decrease
is expocted in Manitoba where acreage is expected to drop by BO per cent,

The¢ area of fall rys for harvest in 1949 is placed at 900,000 acres, a decrease
of 45 per cent from last yecar's harvested acresge, Spring rye seeding intentions are
down 35 per cent from the 1948 acreage level. For all rye the indiceted acreage is
1,200,000 acres, a decrease of 43 per cent from last year, (1)
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CROP SEASON EARLIER AND  With few exceptions the spring sesson is considerably
GENERALLY FAVCURABIE advanced throughout Cansdas in comparison with a year ago.

Sceding has commenced in the Maritimes and conditions
throughout easturn and central Cenada are favourable, In the Prairie Provinces
moisture is deficient over wide sreas, particularly in Saskatchewan and Alberta.
Seeding is well advanced but rains are nceded to promote germination end to allow
satisfactory completion. In British Columbia the weather has been warm snd seeding
is ahead of last year, Moisture is gencrally ample and fruit crop prospects are
oxcellent,

The growing season in the Maritime Provinces is from 10 days to two weeks in
advance of last year, With few exceptions clovers and grasses have wintersd well
and are making luxuriant growth, Livestock are being put out to pasture in some
of the southern districts. Fruit trees have wintersd well, the blossom prospact
1s good and soms sprays have slready boen applicd, Early potato plantings have
becn started and truck crop planting is advancing.,

Except in northern areas, secding started around the first of May in most
sections of Quebec and has progressed rapidly under favourable conditions, Unusually
warm woathor has promoted rapid growth of meadows and pastures which came through
the winter in generally excellent condition. Indications are that fairly substential
acreages will be seeded to coarse grains to supply as much as possible of the farmsrs!
own feeds, While moisture conditions have been satisfactory to date, general rains
will be needed to maintain proper germination and growing conditions.

Barly seascon indications point to excellont crop prospects in Ontario. Fall
wheat end fall rye wintercd well and only moderatc demage to hay and clover meadows
hes been reportsd., Cool weather during April had a retarding influence on growth
of fall-sown cercals, meedows and pastures but this was more then offset by record
high temperatures in May, About half the intended acreage of spring crops had been
seeded by sipril 30 and approximately 75 per cont by May 7. Increased acreages are
indicated for spring grains, sugar beets, corn for husking and flus-cured tobacco,
while decreases are expectcd in potatoes and flexseed,

In the Prairie Provinces the proportion of intended acreages seeded is far in
advance of last year when cold, wet weather seriously delayed seeding cperations.
This year the soll is extremely dry, particularly over wide areas of Saskatchewan
and Alberta, with precipitation both prior to and subsequent to April 1 far below
normal, Immediate rains are required in many districts to promote germination
and growth, Farmers in those arees are inclined to delay seeding operations until
betvter conditions preveil, Some soil drifting has occurred in the driest areas
and grasshoppers are hatching in some scuthern sections of all three provinces,

although the growing seeson got eway to a slow stert in British Columbia this
year, it has now advanced to the point where it is considered to be about averags,
During the past week the weather has been generally warm and the seeding of wheat and
coerse grains is considerasbly shead of that of a year ago, Moisture supplies appear
to be ample in all districts except the Okanagan, where irrigation has been started
on the lighter soils, FPresent prospects for fruilt crops are excellent., (2)
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WORLD WHEAT PRODUCTICH CUTICOK  World production outlook for the new wheat crop

is, on balance, somewhat less promising than it
was a year agc, states the Dominion Bureau of Statistics ir its monthly review of
the wheat situation,

The United States, with acreage in excess of last year's ard generally favourable
growing conditions, should equal ard perhaps surpass the 1948 production of 1,288
million bushels, but prospects elsewhere in the northern hemisphere are not quite
so favourable.

Moisture deficiency in western Canada is causing concern and in Europe a
smaller seeded acreage of winter wheat and lack of adequate rainfall indicate a
reduction in the outturn of wheat from the 1948 level, In the southern hemisphere
seeding is progressing in Australia and Argentine under generally favourable
conditions and there have been no indications to date of any appreciable changes
in acreags from last yesr.

In the United States, prospects are quite favourable for the winter wheat
crop to be harvested in June and July. An official estimate, based on comiitions
at April 1, pleces the United States winter wheat crop at 1,020 million bushels
which, if realized, would make it second only to the 1947 record crop of 1,068
million and about three per cent above the 1948 winter wheat production of 990 million,

The acreage of spring wheat in the United Statos, based on farmers' sesding
intentions has been placed at 20.4 million acres and this, too, reprcsents an
increase over last year's secded area, Given favourabls conditions betwcen now and
harvest, there appears to be little doubt that the United States should have its
gixth consecutive billion-bushel wheat crop.

Official estimntes of farmers' seeding intentions in Canada will not be
available until May 12 but it was generally conceded ecrlicr in the season that
some increase in wheat acreage would take place. In view of the rather serious
moisture deficiencies in some areas of the Prairie Provinccs, however, some
modification may heve been made in originsl seeding intentions., Pre-sesasonal
rainfall throughout most of the Prairies was much below norml and the situation
had not improved to any extent up to April 25, The lack of moisture, together with
prospects of rather scrious grasshopper infestations in some areas, is causing
concern but favourable weather conditions could do much to offset the offects of
both factors,

In Europe, both plented acreage and crop conditions irdicate some declines in
crop production in 1949 compared with the favourable 1948 harvest, according to
reparts received by the Office of Foreign Agricultural Reletions, United States
Department of Agriculture, In meny countries acrcages sceded to winter whoat are
well below the official targsts, and in several, including the United Kingdom,
Ireland, Sweden, Germany and Greece, acreages ars definitely below last yeer 's,
Abandonment of fall-sovm crops has been light but there is a general need of wideo-
spread rains to prevent crop deterioration. Conditions for spring planting have boen
generally favourable &o that total crop acreages will probsbly bo maintained with
some shift to coerse.grains ond other spring crops, (3)
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WORLD GRAIN EXPCRTS World exports of grain and grain products during the first
IN FIRST HALF CROP-YEAR  half of the current crop season were nearly five per cent

greater than in thc corresponding period of the previous
(1947-48) scason, totelling 17,938,600 long tons (in grein equivalent) as ageinst
19,11C,000 long tons.

Lyproximately 73 per cent of this sceson's first-helf total consisted of broad-
greins, namely wheat, including flour, and rye. Exports of these amounted to 13.1
million tons compared with 12,6 million tons in the first half of the 1947-48 year,
according to the Bureau's monthly review of the wheat situation. Shipments from the
Unitod States accounted for 55,6 per cent of the breadgrair total compared with
55 per cent the previous year, Canade supplied 21.1 per cent against 23,8 per cent;
Australia, 12,9 compared with six per cent; argentina, 4,2 (10,9); and all other
countries, 6.2 (4.3) per cent.

The remainder of the total exports, consisting of coerse grains -- name 1y
corn, oats, barley and grain sorghums and millet, amounted to 4,9 million tons
compared with 4,6 million in tho first half of the previous year, Argentina was the
principal shipper of coarse grains with 31,5 per cent compared with 49,6 per cent
in the 1947-48 period, and was closaly followed this seascn by the United States
with 30,7 poer cent as against 35.1 per cent, Canada supplied 10,7 per cent,
sharply up from 0.6 per cent; Australia, 4.7 (1.1); end all others, 22,4 (13.6)
per cent,

European countries took 65,2 per cent of the larger world grain exports dwring
the first half of this season as compared with 69,9 per cent during the first six
months of 1947-48, the total declining to 11,700,600 long tons compared with 11,974, -
100 long tons, European imports of breadgrains were 516,000 tons lower than the
previous yeer, but those of coarse grains were 243,000 tons higher., There were large
reductions in imports of wheat flour and rys, but imports of wheat as grain were
muach greater, In the case of coerse grains, continued heavy imports of barley and
increased imports of oats and grain sorghums offset o substantial decline in corn imports,

Countries in the Asiatic and Pacific area, the sccond destination in importance
for world grain exports, took 18,5 per cent of the overall total this year as agaolinst
18.4 per cent in the previous year, wheat and wheat flour showing s marked increase
and corn and barley being lower, Caribbeen and Iatin American countries figured as
the third most important destination, taking 6.3 per cent compared with 5.8 per cent,
the bulk of shipments consisting of wheat and wheat flour, with tho latter substantially
higher and wheat lower. African areas received 5.3 per cent of the total, up from
2,77 per cent in the 1947-48 period, wheat and corn showing a large increase and wheat
flour a substantial reduction, (3)

—

VALUE OF SEED CRC¥& The value of the hay angd pasture secd crops grown in Canada

in 1948 is currently estimated at 20,156,000, up sharply from
the 1947 value of | 4%,118,000, eccording to rovised figures rcvleased by the Dominion
Burcau of Statisties, Increased production of nlfalfa, red clover and sweet clover
were cliufly rus;unsible for the advance, The volue of field root and vegetable seed
crops remains unelinged since February, standing at +1,983,000, and compares with
the 1947 value of (2,605,000, (4)
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STOCKS AlD MARKETINGS OF Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North
WHEAT AND COARSE GRAINS america at midnight on April 28 amounted to 118,551,000
bushels, down 2,218,000 from the preceding wegk's total,
but 45,917,000 higher than on the corresponding dste last year, according to the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics.

Farmers in the Prairic Provinces marketed 2,345,000 bushels of wheat during
the week as compared with 427,000 in the same weck last year ., Clearances of wheat
for export totalled 2,360,000 bushels compered with 1,833,000 a year ago,

The following quantities of coarse grains were alse delivered from farms in
the Prairic Provinces during the week ending spril 28, totals for the same week
last ysar being in braockets: oats, 1,814,000 (188,000) bushels; barley, 1,012,000
(93,000); rye, 179,000 (4,000); flaxseed, 133,000 (22,000), {5).

—_—

PRODUCTION OF CREAIERY  Continuing the gains of recent months, creamery butter

BUTTER ,ND CHEESE production increased 1,640,000 pounds in April to 19,828,000
pounds from 18,188,000 in .pril last year, This raised

the total for the first four months of this year to 49,946,000 pounds as compared

with 46,562,000 in the similer period of 1948, an increase of scven per cent,

Cheddur cheuse production in April rose 40 per cent, amounting to 4,917,000
pounds compored with 3,504,000, In the cumulative period, 7,560,000 pounds were
produced as against 7,091,000 & year earlier, an advance of seven per cent.

Output of concentrated milk products in the month amounted to 35,229,000 pounds
as against 31,038,000 in the corresponding month last ycar, up 14 per cent. Production
for the year-te-date increased to 91,521,000 pombds Frewm 78,116,000 in tad liga
period of 1948, a rise of 17 per cent,

A galn of four per cent was recorded id ‘ice erean woduction in thée month, the
total standing at 1,300,000 gallons as compared with 1,830,000 a year ago, bringing
the output for the four months ended April to 5,415,000 pounds compared with 5,324,000,
a gain of two per cent, (6)

STOCKS OF BUTTER, CHEESE  Stocks of creamery butter on May 1 amocunted to 13,332,000
AND EGGS ON MY 1 pounds, showing a slight inerease over the April 1 figure

which stood at 12,728,000 pounds, but sharply higher than
the total of 5,331,000 pounds hecld on May 1 last year, according to the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics,

Chussu stocks on lay 1 totelled 24,026,000 pounds es compared with 24,663,000
on april 1 and 22,247,000 a year ago, Stocks of cvaporated whole milk held by or for
manufecturcrs rose¢ to 18,016,000 pounds from 14,987,000 on ipril 1 and 5,130,000
Q year earlier, while the stocks of skim milk powdor advenced to 10,072,000 pounds
from 7,700,000 on fLipril 1 end 4,079,000 last year,

Stocks of sholl oggs on May 1 amounted to 579,000 cases as compared with 391,000
on April 1 and 586,000 a ycar ago., Holdings of frozon cegs totelled 186,000 cases
comparod with 166,000 on 4ipril 1 and 256,000 last year.

Holdings of poultry meat were lower on May 1, amounting to 6,087,000 pounds
as comparsd with 7,983,000 on April 1 and 16,820,000 on the same date last year. (7)
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PRODUCTION AND STOCKS Mergarine production in Canada during the first four months
OF M~RGARINE IN CANaDi  of this year amounted to 18,069,000 pounds, according to

the Dominion Bureau of Statistics which is now collscting
figures on this product monthly. Output in January was 1,030,000 pounds, Februasry
3,354,000, Merch 7,331,000, and ipril 6,354,000,

Stocks of margerine held hy manufacturers, and in ccld storages and other ware-
houses at the beginning of May amounted to 948,000 pounds, comprising 65,000 pounds
in the Maritimes, 683,000 in Onterio, 89,000 in Manitoba, 62,000 in Saskatchewan,
23,000 in Alberta, ond 26,000 in British Columbia,

Production and stocks in Newfoundland are not included in the above totals,
but will be shown when administrative arrangements for the colleetion of statisticel
data from that provinee have been completed,

[ —

STOCKS OF MEAT ON M.Y 1  Stceks of meat held by peckers, wholessale butchers, and
culd starage warehouses on May 1 were slightly higher than

on April 1, but sharply lower then on the corresponding date lest year, amounting

to 79,837,000 pounds compered with 78,202,000 on 4pril 1 and 120,855,000 a year age.

Holdings of frozen meat were down to 48,083,000 pounds from 83,991,000 a year
ago, and cured meats to 16,245,000 pounds from 22,006,000, Stocks of fresh meats
were moderately higher at 15,509,000 pounds compared with 14,858,000,

Lard stocks at 4,879,000 pounds were woll above last yenr's correspond ing
totgl of 3,457,600, (8)

e

INDEX NUMBERS OF F.RK PRICES The¢ index number of farm prices of agricultural
OF LGRICULTURAL PRCDUCTS products continued its general downward trend in

March, to reach its lowest level since May last
yozr., The peak for this index was registered in iugust last year, 4t the March
level, the index was 1.7 points below that of February, 12,9 points below iugust,
but 3.6 points above Moy and 10.9 points higher than in March last yaar,

The index for Morch this year, on the base 1935-39, was 251.1 compared with
252.8 in Februsry and 240,2 in March o year ago, ks compared with the preceding
month there were increeses in provincizl indexes for alberta and British Columbia,
but declines in the remaining provinecs, while in the 12 months there were increases
in all provinces except Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick,

Compered with o year ago, March prices wore higher for all agricultural products
included in the general index except grains, potatoes, vegetables and furs, Compared
with the preceding month, the decline of 1.7 pcints was largely attributable to a
lowering of pricus for dairy products and poultry and eges. (9)

DEPLRTMENT & . 0ORE SALES Department stsrs ssles in Canmads were 15 per cent higher

Ur 15 PER CeNT IN LPRIL  in April than in the ceérrscponding month last year, according
to preliminary figures. all provinces showed substantiel

geins in the month, led by alberta with a rise of 27 per cent, Saskatchewan 23 per cent,

the Meritimes 21 por cent, and Manitoba 20 per cent, The gnin in Ontario was 13 per

cent, British Columbia 12 per cent, =2nd Quebec 10 per cent,

Dopartment store sales advanced seven per cent during the week ending april 30
over the corresponding week last year. Largest gain of 17 per cent was shown in aAlberta,
followed by the Maritime Provinces with 16 per cent, Manitoba 16 per cent, Saskatchewan
11 per cent, British Columbia four per cent, Ontario thres per cent, and Quebsc
one per csnt.
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COST-OF-LIVING INDEXES FOR Cost-of-living indexes for four of the eight regional

BIGHT REGIONAL CITIES cities recorded increases during March, two were unchanged
end two moved lower, according to the Dominion Bureau

of Statistics, Further recessions in food prices, notebly butter, were counter-

balanced by increascs in clothing, homefurnishings end services, amiscellancous

items and rentals,

The composite index for Saint John rosé 0.1 points between Mareh 1 and April 1
to 155,9, Toronto 0,2 to 154,8, Saskatoon 0,2 to 161,.6, Edmonton 0,1 to 154.3, while
that for Montreal fell 0,1 to 161,9, and Vancouver 0,2 to 160,5, Halifax at 152.3
and Winnipeg at 153.8 were unchanged, In the same period the Dominion index gained
01 B4 "158,0,

The following table compares the latest city and Dominion ceost-af-living indexes:

ipril 1, 1948 March 1, 1949  April 1, 1949

(iiugust 1939=100)

Halifﬁx S0 s e ERIEN T PP EROEORNELNO AN 146.2 152.3 152n3
Sﬂint JOm LI BN B BTN RN N BN R S N ) 14903 15508 15509
Jalatale{ 1] R i e B gl ] 154 %2.0 161.9
5T T T SR (PR 148 ,6 154.6 154,.8
HERREIADG ¢ - vondiieives o 146.3 NET AR VUL L
SESIGEOE o ikt o s Jon o Cvedn: i ' 161.6 161,8
HOMONGANL .o o+ jumlias b o' ol Sodd RS 146,5 154.2 154,53
ValGbiyer ...grmih: i b ol 2ia. 151,0 160.9 160,5
) BT ¥ N et 150 .4 9 156 .8

The city indexss show changes in living costs for coch city and compareo the
extent of the rise or fall botween cities, They do not, however, compare actual
levels of living costs.

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

Mey 5, 1949 Lppily28,4949  April 7;V1949

(1935-39=100)

Investors! Price Index

(106 "Common BbociE) 5. sk o 7 L0GESE 105,.4 106.17
82 TndusteIds 1y ipwns o an 1 AN 98.9 100,0
L6 THA L AEAds JA k s A ML il 1?89 11655

8 Banics & ot aeslesiate b 152855 1838 1 132.4

Mining Stcck Price Index

(30 ST;OCI’.S) LI BCE NS A R B IR S 8""02 84'9 85'9
25 G018 JhEes .o REE T o 70.5 Tha6 744
5 Base NSGELS «hioiekeyarstore oxs o5 1110 3,2
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INDUSTRIAL =MPLOYMoNT AT MARCH 1 Industrial smpioyment in Canada at the

DOWN FROiM FEBRUARY; UP FROM LAST YEAR beginning of llarch was at a slightly lower
level than at February 1, according to data

furnished the Dominion Bureau of Statistics by 19,938 leading firms in the eight

major industrial divisions whose working forces declined 0,7 per cent in the month.

The trend has been downward at llarch 1 in seven of the lest 10 years, the latest

percentage loss being slightly greater than the average in the decade.

Despito the decline from February, the inmdex number of employment, on the
base 1926=100, was at a new high for late winter, standing at 189.2 compared with
190.5 at the first of February and 188,9 et #arch 1 last year,

Accompanying the minor recession in employment generally at March 1 as compared
with February 1 was a deccrease of 0,2 per cent in the index of weekly payrolls,
As compored with March 1 last yeer, however, there was = rise of 9.5 per cent, The
average earnings per employcec reached a new peak figure of $43.17 as compared with
942,92 at February 1, and $39,50 a year ago.

Declines of 6,2 per cent in logging and 2,9 psr cent in construction were
reported at March 1 compared with a year earlier, the losscs being scasonal in
character, Iargely as a result of industrial disputes in asbestos mining, employment
in the mining group as a whole feil by 1.8 per cent, There was a roduction of LNl
per cent in hotels and restaurants, and 0.4 per cent in trade, On the other hand,
activity rose slightly in manufacturing, there being a gain of 0,1 per cent at March 1
as compored with Februery 1, Communications showed an inersase of 0.8 per cent, while
cmployment in the¢ larger finaneial institutions andvanced 0.4 per cent, (10)

HIGHWAY TRAFFIJ AT Highway traff'ic crossing the international boundary into

CANADIAN EORDER POINTS  Canada during March was six per cent heavier than in the
samc month last year, according to the Dominion Bureau

of Statistics, The inecreass wes due to grenter volume of Canadian traffic returning

from the United States which ross 23 per cent, United States traffic ¢ntering

Cenada showed a minor decrease of less than one per cent,

First-quarter totcls for this year place highway border crossings at 1,327,000,
showing an advance of 12 per cent over the same period of 1948, As in March e large
part of the risc was due to inereased volume of returning Canadian traffic, up from
327,700 a year ego to 427,400, In the same period United States cntries increased
frem 855,30 a yeew age to 899,800, 11i(11)

_———

PRODUCTION OF BEIESCTRIC Reversing the moderste downtrend of the past several

ENERGY HIGHER IN MARCH  months, output or olectric energy by central electric
gtetions showed en advance of Tfour per cent in Marech over

the corresponding month last year to reach the highcst monthly total since May last

year. Due to tiw rise in March, the total for the first querter of this year

was slightly above thet for the same period of 1948. Aall provinces except Quebee

shared in the rise both in the month and quarter.

The month's output amounted to 3,923,721,000 kilowatt hours compered with 2198, =
566,000 in March last year, In the first guarter of this year 11,022,918,000 kilowatt
hours were produced compared with 11,005,563,000 in the similar period of 1948,

Consumption of primary power ros¢ in the month to 3,601,670,000 kilowatt hours
from 3,466,686,000 in the same month last year, and in the first guarter to 10,120, -
766,000 kilowatt hours from 10,035,085,000, Gross cxports to the United States
in March were 175,018,000 kilowatt hours compared with 140,219,000, and in the
first quarter to 488,395,000 kilowatt hours compared with 398,827,000, (12)
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CRUDE PiTRCLEUM QUTPUT Continuing the gains cf preceding months, Cansdian production
GalINS 4GLIN IN FEBRUGRY  of crude petroleum and netural gesoline rose to a new

monthly peek in February. The risec in the month was
rrincipally due to sharply increassed output in the ILeduc and Redwater fields of
ILlberta, Production from Turner Velley was lower.,

Output in Februery frem all sources in Canada zmounted to 1,443,000 barrels,
seven per cent higher than the previous poak of 1,356,500 in January, and 85 per
cent above the 779,800 barrels produced in February last yesr. During the first
two months of this year, output totalled 2,799,500 barrels as against 1,557,400
in the similar period of 1948, an increasc of 79 per cent.

alberta eccountsd for 1,352,100 bterrels in Fsbruary as comparcd with 665,700 &
year ocarlier, ILeduc's output rose sharply to 735,100 berrcls from 141,100, and
Redwater to 184,300 barrcls from nil, Crude output from Turner Valley fell to
299,100 barrels from 380,100,

The month's output from wells in Saskatchewan amounted to 51,900 barrels compered
with 66,000 a year ago, Ontario 17,400 barrels compared with 12,100, New Brunswick
1,600 barrels compered with 1,400, and the Northwest Territories 20,000 barrecls
compered with 34,700,

During the month, 7,127,400 M cubic feect of nntural gas were produced as compared
with 7,911,000 in the preceding month and 6,513,200 in the corresponding month last
year. Output in .lberta totalled 6,233,500 M cubic feet compered with 6,892,700 a
month earlier; Ontario, 812,600 i (907,900 Li); Saskatchewan, 43,200 i (68,300 1);
end New Brunswick, 38,100 i (42,100 i), (13)

——

MOTOR VEHICLE S.IES Szles of new motor vehicles -— bolow 1948 levels in the first
UP SHAKFLY IN ILRCHE  two months of the year -- jumped sharply upward in Meorch,

increasing 18 per cent in number and 29 per cent in value
over the corresponding month last yecr. The month's gain was dus meinly to lerger
salus of passenger cars. During the first thres months of this year, sales roso
Six per cent in number and 17 per cent in doller velue above the similar period
last year,

according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics sales in March totalled 24,637
units retailing for $52,359,305 compared with 20,974 which sold for $40,688,378
in Merch, 1948, 1In the first quarter of this yezr, sasles of 50,625 units for
%108,524,877 compared with 47,871 vohicles for $93,180,503 & year oorlier,

The number of passenger cars sold in March was 16,970 with = retail value of
935,791,018 ~~ 25 per cent higher in number and 39 per cent in value than the 13,540
sold for 25,668,823 & yeer sarlier. There werc 7,594 trucks scld in March valued
at $15,277,448 compared with 75515 units with a valus of 14,002,789 last yeer, a
gain of three per cent in number and ninc per cent in value, Buses sold in March
this year totalled 73 vehicles with a reteil value of $1,290,839 compared with
59 units sold for 41,016,766 the year before, up 24 per cent in number and 27 per
cent in value,

In the first quarter, sales of passenger cars totalled 31,222 units with a
reteil value of $66,416,182 as compared with 30,959 with a valus of 58,132,476
in the same period of 1948, Truck sales were 15 per cent greater in number and
20 per cent higher in retail value then lost year, amounting to 19,229 units valued
at 38,913,620 compnred with 16,765 valued at $32,457,048. Bus sales in the
cumulative period aggregated 174 vehiecles sold for $3,195,075 against 147 valusd
at $2,590,979, increases cf 18 per ctnt in number and 23 per cent in value, (14)

_—
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MOTOR VEHICLE SHIPMENTIS  Factory shipments of Canadian-made motor vehicles rose
CLINE 1IN MARCH sharply in March over February and January, but were

below the level of March last year, while the total during
the first three months of this year was below the totals for the first quarter of
Woth 1947 and 1948,

Uombined shipments far sale in Canada and for export totalled 25,566 units in
Mareh compared with 17,197 in February amd 27,112 units in March, 1948. Aggregate
for the three months was £6,626 vnits as against 60,209 for the same quarter last
year and 1,522 in 1947,

Of the month's total, shipments for damestic sale accounted for 23,743 units
as compared with 15,672 in February, most of the increase being due to a rise in
passenger cars, which numbered 16,069 as against 8,529, Shipments of commercial
vehicles increased to 17,674 comparsd with 7,143 units, and comprised 7,626 trucks
and 48 coaches or buses.

Export shipments amounted in March to 1,823 units, consisting of 988 passenger
cars and 835 commerciel vohicles, Shipments of vehicles imported from the United
States totulled 646 units, of which 498 were passenger cars. Totals for iLhe
quarter were: for cxpori, 5,625; imported from the United States, 1,967 units. (15)

PRODUCTICH OF WASHING HACHINES Production of domestic washing machines in February

fell below the all-time record monthly figure for
January, but was still well atove the 1948 level.

According to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics the month's output stood at
29,300 units compared with 32,100 in Jonuary end 23,600 in ths corresponding month
last yoar. During the Tirst two months of this year, 61,400 units were turned out
compared with 47,500 in the similar period of 1948, ‘

Producers shipped 29,700 units during February compared with 31,900 in January
and 23,200 in the same month lest year, raising the two-month total to 61,600 units
compared with 47,300 a year earlicr. Stocks at the end of February totalled 2,900
units compared with 1,500 last year. (16)

PRODUCTION 0¥ IEADING  The upward trend in the output of Canada's 16 leading
MINERALS IM FEBUUARY minecrals was continued in February, asbostos, lead, lime

and siiver registering the only decreases as compared with
the corresponding montl last ysar. In the first two months of this year, asbhestos,
lead and silver were lower than in the similer period a year sarlier,

l.ccording to figures compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, output
for February was &s follows by items, totals Zor February last yeer being in brackets:
asbestos, 26,148 (50,127) tons; cement, 910,064 (647,179) barrels; clay products,
$1,161,612 ($949,733); coel, 1,685,665 (1,155,109) tons; covper, 43,080,072
(38,224,218) pounds; gold, 307,472 (261,603) fine ounces; gypsum, 127,467 (40,040) tons;
iron ore, 559 (-) tons.

Lead production emounted to 21,253,020 pounds (25,931,865 pounds in February, 1948);
lime, 74,269 (76,046) tons; natural gas, 7,127,366 (6,513,150) M cubic feet; nickel,
21,726,093 (19,365,922) pounds; petroleum, 1,443,006 (779,841) barrels; salt, 55,640
(54,084) tons; silver, 936,372 (1,035,5685 fine ounces; zinc, 40,026,824 (35,053,442)
pounds.  (17) :
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CARLOADINGS ON ChNADIWN RAILUAYS  Carloadings on Camadien railways for the week

gasah 5

ended 4pril 30 amounted to 74,119 cars compared

,840 in the preceding week and 74,354 in the corresponding week last yesr,

astoaraiag to the Dakiniod Svaeay of Stahistics. (18)

REFORTS

ISSCED DORING [HY §EEK -- (The nuwbers in this list correspond with those

at the ¢nd of news items, indicating the report on which an item is based).

15,

20,
21,
2,
23,
B4,
2%
26,
.y
28,
29.

Intentions to Plant Field Crops. Winter-killing and Spring Conditions of

fall Wheat, Fall Rye, end Hay and Clover. Progress of Spring Seeding
(10 cents),

Telegraphic Crop Report, Canada (10 ceats).

Menthly Review of the Wheat Situation, april (10 conts).

Seed Crops, 1948 (10 cents).

Canndinn Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents),

Dairy Factory Production, ipril (10 cents).

Staocks of Dairy and Foultry Products, May 1 (10 cents),

Holdings of lcat and Lard and Tallow, May 1 (10 cents).

Indox Numbers of Farm Prices of aAgricultural Products, Merch (10 cents),.

Employmunt Situation at Beginning of liarch, Together with Payrolls (10 cents).

Highway Traffic at Cenadian Border Points, Merch (10 cents).

Central Electric Stations, March (10 cents).,

Potrcleum and Natural Gas Production, February (10 cents),

Sales of New Motor Vehicles, March (10 cents),

Motor Vehicle Shipments, March (10 cents).

Domestic Weshing Machines, Februcry (10 cents).

Production of Canada's Lezding Minerals, February (10 cents),

Carloadings on Canadicn Railways - Weekly (10 cents).

Monthly Dniry Review of Canpada, March (10 certs).

Railway Revenuo Freight Loadings, Merch (10 cents).

Miscellanevus Foods Industry, 1947 (25 cents).

Slaughtering ard lfeat Packing and Sausage and Snusasge Casings, 1947 (25 cents),

Transit Roport, Janusry (10 cente),

Trade of Canada: Exports of Canaldian and Foreign Produce, March (25 cents).

Monthly Traffic Report of Railways, Jznuary (10 cents).

Births, Marriages end Deaths, February (10 cents),

Pack of Apples and ipple Products from 1948 Crop (10 cents).

Products Made from Canedian Clays, February (10 cents),

Shoet Metal Products Industry, 1947 (25 cents).

Copies of these and othsr Bureau reports may be sbtained on application to
the Dominion Statistician, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottowa.
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