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--~ HIGHLIGHES ¢F THIS ISSUE ---

CANADIAN LABOUR INCOME in February is estimated at 605,000,000, down 3,000,000
from January, but up v56,000,000 or 11 per cent from the ustlmte for February, 1948,

AVER,LGE WEEKLY WAGES of hourly-rated personnel employed by leading Canadian manu-
facturers at kiarch 1 amounted to $41.83 -- 2 new high figure -- as compared with
v41,70 at tho beginning of February, and /38,02 a yecar g0,

. L .

VALUE OF RET..IL SAIES in March amounted to 577,730,000, an increese of six per coent
over March last year, nnd compares with W93 370 OOO 1n January and $469,520,000
in February.

DOLL/R VOLUME COF WHOLES.LIE SALES gained seven per cent in March over a year egarlier,
to raise first-quarter totels threc per cent above the lovel of the same 1948
it

WHOLESALE PRICES continued to move upward in meny countrics during the second half
of 1948, although poak levels in others appears to have been reached or passed,

SHIFMENTS OF LSBESTOS from Canadian mines during March dsclined sharply both in the
month end iz the first thres mouths of this yesr, dwe as = result of the labour
disputa,

. . *

PRODUCTICON OF COAL IN CANMDA wes about 23 per cent lower then in the corresponding
menth last year, ell producing peovinces sharime in thé reduction,

ADIAN IROU AND STEEL PRODUCTION continued its upward climb during March, new
mwnthly peeks being rceached for pig iron and steel ingots,

. . -

STOCKS OF CilNADIAN WHELT IN STORE or in transit in Nurth America at midnight on
ley 5 amounted tu 113,300,000 bushels, down 5,251,000 from the proceding week's
total, but 43,884,000 higner then on the corrsepunding date last ysar.

STOCKS OF CRL/MERY BUTTER in nine cities of Cannds on May 13 amountsd to Y DIRR(0)0)0)
peunds as compared with 1,652,000 on the correspond ing date last year,
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VALUE OF RETAIL SAIES Canadians stepped-up their spending in retail stores in March,
HIGHER IN MARCH making purchases to the value of $577,730,000 or six per

cent more than in March last year, according to the monthly
zstimate by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics., The total was well asheed of both
January and February when the respective figures were $493,370,000 and $469,520,000.

sggregate doller selss ror the first guarter of this year stood at $1,540,620,-
000 compared with $1,482,410,000 in the same period of 1948, a gain of four per cent.

Due to the fact that Easter fell in Merch in 1948 and in April this year, the full
significance of March trading will not be revealed until April seles have been
estimated, states the Bureau report., It is expected that after April results are
known, the March-April volume will show a substential gein. Tax reductions ennounced
in the budget address were probable factors in the sdvence in sales in March,

In Merch, food stores and depertment stores, whose combined total reprosents
about one-third of March sales volume, showed considereble increasecs, Food store
sales were up 10 per cent, and department stares were seven per cent higher, On
the other hand, country general stores increased only two per cent, and most of this
increase occurred in the western provinces.,

The apparel group, which usually reacts readily to Eastor sales, reflected tho
absence of Easter shopping this Merch and seles renged from a decroase of elght per
cent in shoos to a gain of less than one per cent for women's clothing., For the
Sseme reason presumably, variety stores had a decrease of six per cent in sales.

Milder weather this March can bo singled out as the most pertinent fector contributing
to a drop of four per cent in the cocal and wood trade,

Lumber and building materials showed the largest single gain of 14 per cent
emong the trade categories reviewed, The prevailing high level of construction
largely accounts for the continuing volume inerceses for lumbsr and building material
retailers. The herdware trade, somewhat allied with construction activity also,
but dependent on other types of merchandise as well, showed a lesser gain of two
per cent over March, 1948,

A noteworthy recovery occurred in ths asutomotive trades in March. Accompanied
by a sharp incrcase in shipments from factoriecs during the month, motor vehicle
dealers' sales rose 1l per cent over March, 1948, reversing the trend followed in
the first two months of the year when sales were down 13 per cent from a year ago,
Filling station salss were seven per cent higher in March, Jewollery storc sales
increased 13 per cent over last ycar.

The Prairie Provinces still showsd ths largest percentage gain, Alberta leading
the Dominion with 2 sales ndvance of 22 per cent, followed by Saskatchewan with a
rise of 1B per cent, and Menitoba 14 per cent, British Columbiec had an eight per
cent sales increase, while Quebsc and the Maritime Provinces were down slightly
from last March. Ontario recorded a moderate gain of five B . comts ' I
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WHOLES,LLE SALES HIGHER IN MARCH Dollar volume of wholesale sales picked up in

March over a year ago, after a slow-down in the
two previous months, to raise first-quarter totals three per cent above the level
of the same 1948 period, according to figures received by the Dominion Bureau of
Statistics from 37% wholesalers representing nine lines of trade,

The gain in the month was seven pr cent, following 2 rise of one per cent in
February, and a slight decline in January, The gensral unaljusted index of sales,
on the base 1935-39=100, stcod at 283,4 for karch, 245,1 for February, and 264,9
for March last year,

All provinces shared in the rise over Merch last year, the largest gain of
15 per cent being recorded in the Prairie Provinces, Wholesale seles in Ontario
were up eight per cent, the Maritime Provinces three per cent, whils Quebec and
British Columbia both registered gains of one per ‘eent,,

Sales by trades showed a miXrture of gains and losses, Fruit and vegetable
wholesalers recorded the largest increase of 18 per cent over March last yeer,
bringing the gain for the first quarter of this year to 10 per cent, Counter-
balancing the declines in the two previous months, sales of footweer wholesalors
rose 15 per cent, while in the cumulative period, sales were down 10 per cent.

Drug wholesalers' sales were 11 per cent above Merch last Year , while sutomotive
equipment, grocery and hardware wholesalers all recorded gnins of seven per cont.
Sales of tobacco amd confectionery wholesalers were up three per cent over March
last year, Sales of dry goods wholesalers, down both in January and February, showed
a slight gain of one por cent, This brought the sales for the cumulctive period
nine por cent below 1948, Sales of clothing wholesalers continued below last year
ME 0. P clb. .. (2)

——

DEFPARTWENT STCRE SALES  Departrment store sales advanced 2] per cent during tho

INCREASED 27 PER CENT weck onding May 7 over the corresponding week last year,
according to preliminary figures issued by the Dominion

Bureau of Statistics., ILargest gain of 33 per cent was shown in Ontario, followed

by Alberta with a rise of 31 per cent, the Maritimes 28 per cent, Manitoba 27 per

eent, quebec 23 per cent, British Columbia 22 rer cent, and Saskatchewan 16 per cent.

CiNaDIAN LABCUK IHNCUWE IN FEBRUARY Canadian labour income in February is cstimated
at 4605,000,000, down 3,000,000 from January,
but up v56,000,000 or 11 per cont from the estimate for February 1948, according to
the Dominion Bureau of Stetistics,

Increasos in labour income from January to February cccurred in manufacturing,
transportation, communication and Storage, finence and fishing., These inereases,
however, wers overbalanced by decresses in all other industries.

avarags weckly earnings for the nine leading non-agricultursl industrics
increased from $42.77 on February 1 to $43,05 on Morch 1. Over the same poriod,
howover, employment in theso industries showed a decreese which overbalanced the
effoct of higher average earnings upon labour income, The Dominion cost-of-1living
index dropped onc~-fifth of oné por cent from 159.5 on February 1 to 159,2 on March 1. (3)
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MANUF..CTURING INVENTCRIES LOWER here appears to have becn a slight fall in total
IN MARCH; SHIPMENTS HIGHER velue of inventory held by manufacturing industries

during March, the preliminery index on the base
1947 average as 100 standing at 132.1 compared with 133,5 in February, If this
figure is substantiated by later returns, it will mean the first drop of more then
one point in the index of total inventory since the commencement of the series in
January, 1947,

Practically every industry for which figures arc availeble showsd incresses in
shipments during March, largest being in bridgo building and structural steel,
eutomobiles and fertilizers, the two latter following reguler seasonal patterns,

Inventories in the consumers' goods industries show a fall of less then e
point, while in the capitel goods industries thors was a decline of eight points after
rising for two months. In the mroducers' goods industries the index fell for the
second consecutive month, though by less than a point in March, In the construction
goods industries, there appears to have been a slight rise, but figures for sawmills,
the largest component of this group, are not yet available,

Inventories of non-durable consumers! goods industriss fell slightly in value,
The food industries, largest component of this group, showed a total &rop of 7.5
points, with every industry in ths group registering deelines, In the semi-durablo
consumerst goods industries, the textile group showed a six-point rise, leather
footwear a six-point fall, and all other industries remained little changed from
last month., The total for durable consumers' goods industries rose two points, with
emall inereases in practically overy industry in the group.

The decline in inventory velues in the capital goods industries was due largely
to a fall in the trensportation cquipment industries. Here inventories are in a
somewhat different category than those in other industries, since thoy reflect almost
the ¢ntire value of current production up to tho point where ma jor deliveries are
made. In this group, shipbuilding showed & 16-point fall, amd reilwey rolling stock
a nino-point rise. All other capital goods industrics dropped two points, largely
due to o seasonel decline in the agricultural implements industry.

Largest change in the producers' goods industrics was a seasonal fall of 20 points
in the coke and gas industry, Value of stock in this industry is well above the
March lovels far the last two years. The total velus of inventory in the iron and
steel industries rosc¢ very slightly, but, of the two largest industries in the
group, primary iron end stcel showed a ning-point fall, while shoet metal products
ros¢ by 10 points. In the non-ferrous metals group, the brass and copper products
industry showed a seven-point rise, In the construction goods industries, stocks
of cement bogan their seasonal decline. (4)

MAN-HOURS .ND HOURLY EARNINGS  Average weekly wages of hourly-rated personnsl

employed by leading Cenadian manufacturers at Merch 1
amounted to y41,83 -- a new high figure -- as compared with $41,70 et the beginning
of February, and $38,02 a year ago, accarding to the Dominion Burcau of Statistics.
Average hourly earnings also renched a new high of 97.5 cents, a gain of 0,3 cents
over the February figure, and a rise of 10,8 per cent over Merch last yoar,

There was no gemeral chango in the average number cf hours worked in manufac-
turing as a wholo during the week of March 1 as compared with the same pay period at
the beginning of Fobruery, the average standing at 42,9 hours., 4 year ago the
average work-woeek was 43,2 hours, A4S compared with February, the working weesk was
shorter in the tobacco, clay, glass and Stone, non-metallic mineral processing, iron
and steel, rubber and a number of other industries, while there were increases in
lumber products, c¢iible plant products, and printing and publishing, (5)
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VEHICLZ ENTRIES UP Fureign vehicles sntering Canada on traveller's vehicle

17 PER CENT IN AFRIL permits in April totalled 83,500, an advance of 19 per cent
over the same month last year, according to figures

released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, All provinces shared in the increase

axcept Nova Scotin, the greatest proportionate gain being in the Prairie Provinces

where traffic was more thaen twice as heavy as in April last year, The number of

eéntries during the first four months of this year totalled 198,100, en increase

of 12 per cent over the same period in 1948,

Vehicle entries in April were as follows by provinces, totals for the same
month last ycar being in brackets: Ontario, 47,49% (40,477}; Quebec, 16,575
(14,124); British Columbia, 11,706 (9,667); New Brunswick, 5,366 (4,468); Alberta,
1,001 (585); Manitoba, 904 (420); Saskatchswan, 416 (119); Yukon Territory, 47 (42);
Nova Scctia, 1 (5). (6)

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

May 12, 1949 May 5, 1949 Lpril 14, 1949

(1935-39=10C)

Investors' Price Index

(106 Comiion StOCKS) seveeees 105.7 106 .4 diCWeZ
88 “Industrgalgs WM AL Tl 100,2 100,38
18 Teilikils o0 o LIRS ol i (0] AR’ 116,.5

8 Babke' uhsez: adua g 1342 132,53 13245

Mining Stock Price Index

(50 SRS )Y 3, . . sl 82,6 B2 870
25 GRAAS | il .. thes e o 9.8 Tonks Pomils
5 Bas® MBGELS .. .eildee. .. 107.0 11055 113,5

STOCES AND MWARKETINGS 0F  Stocks of Cansdian wheat in store or in transit in
WEEAT AND COARSE GRAINS North America at midnight on lley 5 amounted to 113,300, -

000 bushels, down 5,251,000 from the preceding week's
totel, but 43,834,000 bushels higher than on the corresponding date last year,
according to figures reloased by the Dominion Burezu of Statistics,

Farmors in the Prairie Provinces marketed 1,696,000 bushuls of wheat dur ing
the week as compared with 739,900 in the same week laat year, Clearances of wheat
for export totalled 4,304,000 bushels comparod with 1,664,000 a year ago.

The following gquantities of coarse grains were also delivered from farms in
the Prairio Provinces during the week ending Moy 5, totals for the samec week last
year boing in brackets: oats, 1,488,000 (205,000) bushels; barley, 1,100,000
(123,000); rye, 153,000 {4,000); flaxseed, 92,000 {27,000). (7)
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CRCP CONDITIONS IN THE PR.IIRIE PROVINCES Continued dry weather and high temperatures
are causing rapid deterioration of moisture

rggerves througiout the Prairie Provinces, In large areas of Saskatchewan and

Alberta rair is urgently needed to promote germination and is generally nesded

throughout the west to promote growth, Sceding is well advanced but has been brought

to & halt in many areas where drousht is severc. Grasshoppers are hatching rapidly

in meny southern arccs and control messures arc under way in the most seriously.

affocted districts.

Growth of crops in Manitoba has been very satisfactory to date., Reserve moisture
is being rapidly depleted, howevur, and general rains arc greatly nseded to improve
the crop outlook. Seeding of late crops is being delayed to kill the heavy growth
of wild oats., Wheat seeding is completed and about 50 ver cent of the coarse grains
have been sown,

While about 83 por cent of Saskatchewan's wheat crop is now in the ground,
seeding has been brought to a halt in many areas in the south, southwest and
northeast of the province, where the moisture deficisnecy is particularly severe,

In some of these districts only 60 to 75 per cent of the intemded wheat crop is in,
about half of the province's coarse grain acreage is seeded, Temperatures have
averagod 10 degrees gbove normel during ths past week anl rain is urgent ly needed,
particulerly throughout the wsstern helf of the province, Soms 30 per cent of the
wheat crop in the province as a whole is showing green, but cnly about 12 per cent
of the seeded crop is above grcund in the dry sections, Grasshoppers are hatching
in large numbers in many areas and control measures are already in operation between
Moose Jaw and Sasketoon.

ilberta suffercd from warm, dry, windy weather during the past week. i general
rain is nseded badly throughout the province to premote germination, Moisturs
supplios are fair to good on summerfallow fields, while stubble secded fields are
dry. Sub-soil moisture in must of the pruvince is being repidly depleted., Wheat
seeding is general throughcut the province, being between 90 and 100 per cent
completed in most ereas. Sowing of coarsc grain is about 75 per cent completed in
the southern part of tho mrovince., Range grasses erc suffering from lack of
moisture and grasshoppors are starting to invede this section. In the central and
northern part of the province coarsc grnins are sbout 535 per cent seeded. Forage
crops ere not good and rein is roquired to bring crops elong and to stop some scattered
wind erosion on summerfsllow fields in this area, Conditions in the Peace River
area are still good nnd seeding of all crops is gemeral.

STOCKS OF CRE.JERY BUTTER  Stccks of creamsry butter in'nine cities of Canada on

IN NINE CITIES OF C.NADA Mey 13 amounted t5 7,751,000 pounds as compared with
1,652,000 un the corresponding date last yeer, according

to the Dominion Bureuu of Statisties, Increased holdings were recorded for each of

the nine cities,

Stocks on Moy 13 were as follows by cities, totals for the comparable date last
year being in brackets (thousands smitted): Qusbec, 386 (113 pounds; Montreal, 2,757
(304); Toronto, 2,547 (2+2); Winnipeg, 792 (336); Regina, 96 {69); Saskatoon, 169
(115); Edmonton, 268 (210); Calgary, 158 (113); Vancouver, 578 (150).

———



STOCKS OF FRUIT AND Stocks of fruit, frozen 2nd in preservatives, on May 1 were
VEGETABIES ON MAY 1 lower than on April 1, but higher than & year ngo, while the

stocks of vegetables, frozen and in brine, were down in both
comparisons, Holdings of fruit amounted to 30,522,000 pounds as compared with
25,075,000 on April 1 and 25,964,000 on May 1 last year, and vegetables 6,751,000
puindé comparcd with 8,300,000 on April 1 and 7,981,000 2 year ago.

Btorege stocks of Canadian vegetables on May 1 were all increased over a year
ago witi the exception of cabbages, Potatoes were up from 104,283 tons to 133,256,
onions from 469 tons to 4,504, beets from 93 tons to 373, carrots from 427 tons to
2,074, parsnips from 71 tons to 217, eelery from nil to 2,014 crates, while cabbages
decreased from 150 to 123 tons,

There were 20 tons of imported potetoes on iley 1 as compared with nil last year,
Imported onions totalled 855 tons compared with 862; imported carrots 97 tons (267);
cabbages, 361 tons (301); and celery, 15,224 crates (nil). (9)

STOCKS OF FISH ON MAY 1 Cold storage holdings of fish on May 1 amounted to 2241102, -

000 pounds, down from the April 1 figure of 25,033,000
pounds, but up from the 19,658,000 pounds held on *he correspond ing date last year,
according to the Dominion Buresu of Statistics., Stocks on the latest date comprised
19,912,000 pounds frozen fresh and 2,261,000 pounds frozen smoked,

There were incremses over a year ego in the stocks of sea horring and inlend
fish, but holdings of cod, haddock, salmon and other sea fish were lower. Totals
follow by kinds, those for May 1 last year being in brackets: cod, 3,926,000
(3,962,000) pounds; haddock, 952,000 (1,194,000); s2lmon, 2,975,000 (3,574,000);
sea horring, 4,609,000 (4,597,000); other ses fish, 2,309,000 (4,224,000); and
inland fish, 6,507,000 (2,107,000), (10)

STOCKS OF RAW AND REFINED SUGAR Refinery stocks of raw suger wers glightly lower
on April 23 than on the same date last year, but
the stocks of refined sugar were sharply higher,

Raw sugar stocks fell to 83,905,000 pounds from 89,932,000 on the corrcspond ing
date last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics., Stocks of refined
suger were up from 120,325,000 pounds to 238,365,000,

During the four weeks cnling April 23rd, 81,523,000 pounds of r¢fined sugar
were manufacturod compared with 57,364,000 in the same period of 1948, Receipts of
raw sugoar during the period were 93,118,000 pounds compared with 89,599,000, and
meltings and snles were 85,150,000 pcunds compared with 50, 5855000, (11}

STOCKS OF HIDES AND SKINS AND Stocks of raw cattle hides held by tanners, packers
PRODUCTION OF FINISHED IEATHER and dealers at the end of March amounted to 456,000,

en increase of one per cent as compared with the
preocoding month's figure of 449,000, but down 33 per cent from last year's corresponding
totel of 677,000, Stocks of calf and kip skins fell from 705,000 a year ago to 489,000,
goat and kid skins from 196,000 to 99,000, horse hides from 60,000 to 39,000, and
sheep and lamb skins from 61,400 dozen to 61,100,

Production of catile sole luather in March totelled 1,817,000 pounds as compared
with 2,324,000 in tho sams month last year, cattle upper leather 3,643,000 square
feet compared with 2,932,000, and glove and garment leather 522,000 square feet
compared with 391,000, Production of calf and kip skin upper leather totalled 1,041,000
square feet compared with 1,384,000 e ysar esrlier. (12)
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BEER PRODUCTION Gross output of beer in Canade rose sharply in March over
ROSE SHARPLY IN MaRCH February and was substantially above March 1948, while

production of spirits incressed over February but was below
the quantity preduced in Merch last year, Output of both during the first three
RoLGHE YNis yoar wa:s codsr tis ferresponding period of 1948,

Azoording to figwres icsuwed by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, beer production
in Merch anounted to 570,100 tarrels (of 25 gallons) compared with 390,700 in February
and 519,200 barrcls a year ago, Cumulative total for the January-March period was
1,400,900 barrels this year as against 1,490,200 barrels last year,

March production of new spirits was 2,090,000 proof gallons es ageinst 1,910,000
in February and 2,530,000 proof gallons in March last year, Aggregate production
for the first three months dropped to 5,960,000 gallons compared with 7,390, 000
in 1948, Spirits bottled rose to 720,000 proof gallons against 670,000 gallons
both in February and March last year, and during the first quarter amounted to
¢,100,000 compared with 2,160,000 gallons,

Stocks of distilled liquor at the end of March advanced to 72,360,000 gallons
compared with 171,540,000 gallons a monmth earlier and 66,580,000 gallons a year varlier.

TOBACCO REIEASES IN MARCH  Cigarettes released for consumption increcsed sharply in
March to 1,401 million as compared with 1,183 millien

in February =nd 1,189 in March last year. Cumulative total of releeses for the first
three months this yuer was 3,846 million as against 3,789 million in the first
quarter of 1948,

Releasos of cigers during March moved up to 18,5 million from 17.7 million in
February but were below last year's March releases of 19,1 million. Total for the
querter declined to 53.7 million compsred with 56.4 million last year,

Cut tobacco relsased in the month amounted to 2,116,000 pounds compared with
1,987,000 in the previous month and 2,119,000 pounds in the corresponding month last
yesar, and for the quarter totalled 6,140,000 against 5,941,000 pounds. Flug tobacco
fell off in March to 184,000 pounds from 192,000 in February and 202,000 pounds a year
earlier, and for the quarter was down to 569,000 pounds from 604,000 pounds last year,

Snuff rose in the month to 77,000 pounds from 66,000 in the rreceding month, but
was below last year's March quantity of 83,000 pounds, while in the three months the
quantity released totalled 232,000 compered with 236,000 pounds in 1948,

TOBACCO ACRE/LGE UP SEVEN  Acrenge planted to tobacco in Canada this year is estimted
PER CENT THIS YE.iR %o bo seven por cent greater then in 1948, emounting to
117,930 acres as compared with 110,590, according to the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Borly reports indicate that the acroage planted to
flue-cured tobacco in Ontario this yeer may excecd last year's harvested aree by 10,800
acres, 4 reduction of approximately 2,000 acres in the zcreage allotted to cigar
tobacco in Ontario and Quebec ig anticipatcd., The 1949 acreage of dark tobacco, all
of which is mroduced in Onterio is placed at 1,300 acres, down about 25 por cent
from 1948,

Recent data based on company purchases indicate that the 1948 tobacco cerop
amounted to 126,629,000 pounds valued at $50,272,000, This was made up of 102,442,000
pounds of fluo-cured tobacco valued at $43,546,0007 12,841,000 pounds of burley valued
at $3,917,000; 1,944,000 pounds of dark valued at +493,000; 8,402,000 pounds of cigar
valued at $2,114,000; and 1,000,000 pounds of pipe valued at ¥202,000, (13)

—
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WOKRID WHOLESATE PRICES  Wholesale prices continued to move upward in many countries
during the second half of 1948, although peak levels in
others appears to have busn rezched or passed, according to the semi-annual report
on world price movements by the Dominion Buresu of Statistics, Buyer's markets were
developing in soms of the major cereal products, and supply conditions cased elso
in a fow other commodities such 2s rubber, tea, coffes end spices, towards the end
of the year, Currency difficultios continued to have an adverse effect upon demerd
for commodities importent in international trade,

Declines in cost-of-living series ranging from 0,2 per cont to 1,3 per cent
were shown by the United States, the Unitcd Kingdom, Czechoslovakia and Norwey.
The United States index of the Buresau of Labor Stetistics rccorded a decrease in
October, and continued dowmwerd, showing & not decline for the six months of
0,2 per cent, In the United Kingdom, the cost-of-living index showed o dEopfon
July., Part of the loss was regained later, but the December level was 0,9 per cent
below the June peak.

Cost-of-living advances for other countries, in many instences, were et less
than half the rate shown for the second half of 1947. Incrcases, with a few
exceptions, ranged within the limitc of cne per coent and four per cent., The Nether-
lands index of living costs in six municipalities recorded a net gain of 3.4 per
cent between June and December; a rise of four per cent in November and December,
followed the announcement of a 40 per eent cut in food subsid ies,

The United States Bureau of Labor gencral wholesals index touched a post-war
peak of 169,5 fcr fugust, but receded to 162,3 for December, to show a net decrease
from June to December of 2.3 per cent, The Board of Trade wholesale price index
for the United Kingdom averaged 0.6 per cont lower in December than in June,
although still 8,5 per cent above December, 1947, The Canadian wholesale rice
index reached 159.7 for November, the highost level since August, 1920, This
appeered to mark a Swrning point. The wholesale mice indox for sdustralia advanced
sevon per cent between June and December,

In France, the rate of increase in wholesale price levels was reducod to less
than helf that of the first six months of 1948. The rise of 16.6 per cent, while
still high, compared with 38,9 per cent for the weceding cix months, and 34,6 per
cent for the second half of 1947, The index of wholesale prices in Italy was
10,8 per cent higher in Docembor than in June. This was a reversal of the trond
in the first half of the yeer, when a decline of 6.9 per cent occurred, Efforts
of the Chinese Nationelist Government to stabilize the Yuan have net halted sharp
price increases, and the index >f wholosalo prices for Shanghai, on the base
hugust 19, 1948=100, stood at 3,583.7 for Ducember. (14)

FRODUCTION 4ND SAIE OF  Prcduction of rigid insulating board in April showed a

RIGID INSUL.TING BO/.RD glight decline from the preceding month, but wes higher than
9 year ago. « similar trend was shown in domestic sales,

During the first four months of this year, output and sales both recorded sharp gains,

according to the Dominion Bureau of Statisties, production during the month
amounted to 22,481,563 square fset as compared with 22,973,519 in March and 17,958,958
in the corresponding month last year. In the cumulative period, output rose to
85,742,018 square feet as against 67,960,324 in the similar period last year.

Domestic sales in April totalled 19,939,731 square fect comparod with 21,705,501
in March and 14,842,110 g year ego, bringing sales for the four-month period to
81,004,746 squere rect npeinst 51,563,166 in the like 1948 period. (15)
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COAL PRODUCTION DOWN SHARPLY IN Reversing the upward trend of previous -months,

APRIL; UP IN FOUR-MONTH FERIOD production of coal in Cannda in April was about
23 per cent lower than in the corresponding month

last year, all producing provinces sharing in the reduction, Despite the decline

in the month, output for the four months ending April rose 11 per cent over the

8imilar period of 1948. Imports were up 94 per cent in the month, but down two

mer cent in the cumulative period.

Preliminary figurces relecscd by the Dominion Burezu of Statistics place the
all-Canada output at 1,236,600 tons in April as compared with 1,605,266 a year
earlicr, During the four-month period, production rosoc to 6,438,600 tons as against
5,815,437 in the same period last year, Imports during the month totalled 2,008,505
tons as compared with 1,035,388 in aipril, 1948, bringing the total imports for the
year-to-date to 4,377,860 tons egninst 4,445,945 in 1948,

Mines in Alberta produced 519,900 tons in the month as compered with 697,081 a
year earlior, Total far Nova Scotia was 464,200 tons compared with 607,169, British
Columbie and Yukon 150,000 (161,036), Seskatchewan 71,500 (104,617), and New Brunswick
31,000 {35,363)% (16}

SALES OF MANUFACTURED AND  Sales of menufactured and natural gas by distributing
NATURAL GAS UP IN ILRCH companies werc at higher levols than last year both

in March and in the first three months of this yoar,
according to figures compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics,

Manufactured gas sold in March amounted to 2,384,208 M cubic fecet as compared
with 2,350,426 in the same month lest year. In the cumulative period, 7,406,063 M
cubic feet were sold as ageinst 7,294,115 in the similar period e year earlier,

The month's sales of naturazl ges totalled 5,614,141 M cubic feet compared
with 5,339,659 a year ago, bringing the total for the first quarter of this year
to 18,232,077 M cudic fest as ageinst 15,847,285 in the same nonths last year., (17)

ASBESTOS SHIFMENTS  With production reduced as a result of the labour iispute,

DOWN IN MARCH shipments of asbestos from Cencdian mines during March declined
sharply both in the month and in the first three months of

this year, according to the Dominion Burecau of Statistics,

In Merch, shipments totalled 11,770 tons as compared with 62,524 in the same
month last year, bringing total shipments for the cumulative period to 86,790 tons
a8 compared with 159,284 in the similar pericd of 1948, Exports in the month
totalled 12,357 tons ccmpared with 57,463 in March, 1948. During the first quarter,
89,017 tons were exported as against 149,831 in the like period a year earlier., (18)

PRIMAKY IRON AND Shipments of primary shapes by Canadian steel mills, exclusive
OIEEL IN FEBRUARY  of producers' interchange, totalled 216,862 net tons in

February compared with 233,548 net tons in January, The
February total included 10,507 tons of semi~finished shapes, 10,879 tons of struc-
turals, 18,084 tons of plates, 26,597 tons of ralls, 7,307 tons of tie plates and
track material, 46,186 tons of hot rolled bars, 14,932 tons of pipes and tubes,
26,930 tons of wire rods, 17,920 tons of black sheets, 8,038 tons of galvanized
sheets, 9,656 tons of castings, 3,837 tons of miscellaneous hot rolled products,
and 15,889 tons of all other products. The amount of producers! interchange was
76,405 tons in February, =nd 99,761 tons in January. (19)
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pPrODUSTION OF FIG IRON AND STEEL  Canadian iron and steel production continued
INGOTS AT HIGH LEVEL IN MARCH its upward climb during March, new monthly
peaks being reached for pig iron and steel

ingots,

Pig iron output for the month amounted %o 202,130 tons, sharply above last
year's output of 172,675 tons, according to figures released by the Dominion Buresu
of Statistics. Cumulative output for the first three months of this year was
557,928 tons, an increase of 74,088 tons over the comparable production of 483,840
tons in 1948, Ferro-alloy output in March also registered a sharp gain, totalling
22,457 tons as egainst 14,293 g year earlier, making the three-month producticn
66,101 tons compared with 43,241 tons for January-March last year,

Combined output of steel ingots and castings in March rose to a high level,
eggregating 298,461 tons as compared with 286,026 tons last year, FProduction for
the thres months totalled 842,439 tons ageinst 782,398 tons last year., Stesl
ingot output was recorded at 287,885 tons comparcd with 275,349 a year eerlier, and
for the three months 812,881 tons compared with 753,300, Steel castings in March
fell to 10,576 tons from 10,677 tons last year, while the cumulative output for the
first guarter incresascd to 29,558 tons from 29,098 tons a year ago. (20)

Ri.DIO SALES IN FEBRUARY  Producers' salcs of radio receiving sets in February

increased 23,5 per cont over the corresponding month
last year, while in the two months ending February, sales were up 13,6 per cent,
The value of units sold in February wes up threc per cent, but in the cumulative
period there was a decline of 4,5 per cent, In both periods increased value of
Sales were recorded in ell provinces with the exception of Manitoba and British
Columbia,

Salee in February totalled 44,268 units with a value of $3,328,642 compared
with 35,833 units sold for 3,230,740 a year earlier., In the two momths, 85,062
units were sold for $6,636,912 compared with 74,879 for $6,950,842 a yeor ago.

Provincinl totals for the month were as follows, those for February last year
being in brackets: Ihritimes, 3,813 (2,408) units; Quebec, 8,434 (7,285); Ontario,
24,049 (16,265); Manitoba, 1,883 (2,378); Saskatchewan, 1,812 (1,506); Alberta,
2,564 (1,821); British Columbia, 1,713 (4,170). (21)

SALES OF STORAGE BATTERIZS AND PARTS There was o slight rise in the value of sales

- of elsctric storage batteries and parts by
principal Canadian producers in March, the month's total stamiing at $1,076,000
compared with 1,073,000 in the szme month last year. During the first three months
of this yoar, sales aggregated 4,163,000 oz against $3,487,000 in the similar period
last year, an increase of 19 per cont.

Sales in the first quarter included 330,836 batterics valued at $3,313,238 for
the sterting and ignition of internal combustion epgines, 4,029 cells at $l7l,865
for railway services, 8,764 cells at 175,562 for farm lighting plants, and batteriss
valued at $435,621 for othor purpeses. (22)



May 21, 1949 D.B.S. WEFKLY BULIETIN Page 12

CaRLOADINGS ON CAMEDIAN RATIIMAYS Carloadings on Canadian railweys for the week

ended Mey 7 totalled 74,354 cars, an increase of

256 cars over the previous week, but 984 cars or 1,3 per cent down from the

rerresponding week last year,

4

as eZninat 1,585,750 cars ia the semd period of 1948, and L, 245 028 5NRaRs T 19as ,

REPCRTS 1SS0ED DURING THE WEEX -- (The numbers in this list correspond with those

at the end of news items, indicating the report on which an item is based).

1,
24
3

2.
2%
28,
29,
30-
31-
52,

Retail Trade, March (10 cents).

Wholesale Trade, Morch (10 cents).

Estimates of Canadian Labour Income, February (10 cents).

Inventories and Shipments by Manufecturing Industries, March (25 conts),

Man-Howrs end Hourly Earnings, March (10 cents),

Volums of Highway Traffic Entering Canada on Traveller's Vehicle Permits,

April (10 cents).

Canadian Grain Statistics - Weckly (10 cents).

Telegraphic Crop Report, Prairio Provinces (10 cents),

Stocks of Fruit and Vegetables, May 1 (10 cents),

Cold Storage Holdings of Fish, May 1 (10 cents).

The Sugar Situation in Cancda, March 26 to April 23 (10 cents).

Statistics of Hides, Skins and Leather, March (10 cents),

Tobacco CGrop Report (10 cents),

World Price Moverents, July-December, 1948 (25 cents).

Rigid Insuleting Roard Industry, April (10 cents).,

Coal Production in Canada, April (10 cents).

Sales of Manufactured and Natural Gas, March (10 cents),

Asbestos, March (10 cents).

Primary Iron and Steel, February (10 cents).

Production of Iron and Steel, March (10 cents).

Radio Receiving Sets, February (10 ccnts),

Factory Sales of Electric Storage Batteries, March (10 cents).

Carloadings on Canadian Railways - Weekly (10 cents),

Current Trends in Food Distribution, March (10 cents).

Shipments and Inventories of Prepared Stock and Poultry Feeds, February
(10 cents),

Railway Revenue Freight Loadings, April (10 cents).

This brought the cumulative total to 1,303,261 cars

(23)

Operating Revenues, Expenses and Statistics of Railways, February (10 cents),

Salss of Paints, Varnishes and Lacquers, March (10 cents),
Cemsnt, March (10 cents),

Salt, March (10 cents),

Consus of Fishsries, by District, Newfoundland, 1945 (10 cents).
advance Report on Textile Industries of Canade, 1946 (25 cents).

Copive of thes¢ and cther Buresu reports may be obtained on application to
the Dominion Statisticizn, Dominior Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa.
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