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COST-OF-LIVING IMDEXES for eight reglonel cities all showed decrenses between
November 1 and December 1, ranging from 0.3 points for Vancouver to 1.2 points
for Halifex., Over tho sinilar period the Dom’nion index receded 0.7 points.

. . = 3

THE INDEX NUNBER-OF FARM PRICES OF AGRICULTUPAL PRODUCTS moved downward in November
for the third successive month. =

INDUSTRIAL EMFIOYMENT .ND EAYROLLS both reached Tecord levels at the beginning of
November. /s conpared with October 1, the gein in enployment was 0.1 per cent,
accompanied by a rise of 0,9 per cent 3in thc weekly salaries and wages.,

STEEL INGOT FRODUCTION in Canada during November was cgein close to record levels,
amounting to nearly 268,000 tons as compared with 272,000 in October and 247,000
in November, 1947.

N

FACTORY SHIMMENTS OF CiNADIAN-KLDE MDTOR VEHICIES ~-- which hal been running, slightly
below 1947 in the first 10 months of 1948 —- jnecreased sharply in November for
the third successive month, to bring the ll-ronth total slightly above that for
the same period of 1947, ' ;

VALIUE OF WORK PERFORMED BY THE CaN/DIRN CONSTRUWCTION INDUSTRY soared to an allwtime
record figure of {1,256,536,000 in 1947, or 45 per cdent over the preceding year.

STOCKS OF C/NaDIAN WHEAT IN STORE or in transit in North fLmerica at midnight on
Docenber 30 amounted to 170,945,000 bushels, showing a decline of 1,349,000
bushels from the Decenber 23 figure of 172,294,000 bushcls but 31,278,000
bushcls in advance of the corresponding total of 139,667,000 bushels for 1947,

STOCKS OF MELT IN COLD STORALGE on January 1 anounted to 50,754,0C0 pounds as compared
with 45,311,000 on Deccnber 1 and 74,152,000 on the corresponiing date last year,

STOCKS OF CRE MERY BUTTER were lower on Jenuary 1, totalling 37,129,0C0 pounds as
coripared with 46,710,000 on December 1 and 43,818,000 on the corresponding date
last year.

CLNADI.N FRODUC TION OF CRELIMERY BUTTIR showed =n inerense in December for the second
successive month.
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COST-QF-LIVING INDEXES FOR EIHT cost-of-living indexes for eight regionasl cities

REGION.L CITIES SHOW DEULINES sll showed decreases betwsen November 1 snd
December 1, runging from 0,3 points for Vancouver

to 1.2 pointe Por Halifax, Over %ie z:me pericd the Domirion index receded 0.9 pelntey

48 in the cgae Of the all-Censds figurs, the Asclines in the indexes for the
eight cities mainly reflected easisr Erices for foods, notably eggs, Meats, fruits
and vegetcbles were fractionally lower at most centres slso. Other main groups
recorded relastively narrow changes during the month.

Somposite city index declines between November 1 and December 1, 1948 were
as follows: Holifex, 1.2 to 150.8; Saint John, 0.7 to 155.5; Montresl, 1.0 to
161.5; Toronto, 0.7 t3 154,5; Winnipeg, 0.6 to 152.2; Suskatoon, 0.7 to 161.6;
Edmontan, 0.6 to 153.6; and Vancouver, 0.3 tc 160.8.

The followirg t able compares the latest city and Dominion cost~of-living

indexes:
Dacember 1, 1947 November 1, 1948 December 1, 1948
(ausust, 1939=100)

BN 5. oo nie ok BT O 141.8 152.0 150,8
SRIRE JahB. 5. . omiw. iv b ol 14%.9 L56mg L5RNS
R . o me s i . (AEREE 148.6 162.5 » 16755
v leke S U BIRE R e B L 144.,0 552 : L5
b T I o o+ 140.8 153.0 igd, 2
SR Sl HO0R .7 SRS P | o, 1.4 55 16253 161.6
JES U 7] Aol o S R B - o B 154 .2 153.6
RSSO VET | 5% .. % R A 146.,0 A= 160.8

T a T SRS AR e I 144 .8 158.3 15746

The city indexes chow changes in living costs for egch city and compare the
extert of rise or {21l between cities, They do not, however, compare the actual
levels of living costs.

STOCKS .ND iL-RKETINGS CF Stocks of Cenadian wheat in store or in transit in North
wHEAT 4:ND COARSE GiisnINS Americ: 2t midnight on December 3J amounted to 170,945,000
bushels, sihowing s decline of 1,349,000 bushels from the
December 23 figure cof 172,294,000 bushels but up 31,278,000 bushels in advance of

the corresponding total of 139,667,000 bushels for 19479,

Deliveries of whsat from furms in the Preiris Irovinces during the week ending
December 30 totalled 3,026,000 bushels compared with 1,897,000 in the same week of
19477. Oversees exyort clesrances during the vieek amounted t043,259,000 bushels as
against 2,926,000 in 1947,

The following quantities of coerse grains were also delivered fronm farms in the
Prairie Provinces during the week epding December 30, totals for the same week of 1847
being in breckets: oats, $35,000 {643,000) bushels ; -barley, 592,000 (748,000) 3 rye,
103,000 (22,000); f1 » 78,000 (35,000),
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1949 WORLD WHEAT OUTLOOK  Substantizl wheat supplies are a distinct possibility

for 1949, observes the Dominion Bureau of Statistics
in its monthly review of the world wheaet situation, tut adverse weather in the
large producing aress could easily change the outlook.

Wweather has alrsady teken its toll of the current wheet harvest in Argentins,
where severe November frosts end prolonzed drought in some provinces have reduced
crop estimates from the 180-million-bushel level to around 159 .illion bushels,
down some 1J0 million from the previous hurvest. Satisfactory meturing weather in
Australis has favoured the harvest of a crop now estimated et about 190 million
bushcls -- some 5V million below last ysar's crop but still 20 million above the
1955-39 average. Both Argentine and Australis have moderute carry-overs of old
grain but, despite this, it is a,parent thst the contribution of toth taese countries
toworld trade during 1949 is likely to be less then in 1948,

With the bulk cf the wheot crops in the Northern Hemisphere not reedy for
harvest until midsummer, eny comments ebout probatle production must be in the
nature of very tentetive forecasts. In Cansds it is considered likely that some
incregse in spring whent planting may oceur in the Przirie Provinces., The minimum
initiel payment to farmers ($)..55 per bushel) is known ond with decreased wizes
prevailing for floxseed and rye a significant diversion of acreage from these crops
to wheat may be anticipated. Agein, westsrn Canada experienced one of the drisst
autumn seasons on record, and while precipitation znd other weather conditions
during the growing season cre the dominant factors, the shortage of fell moisture
cnd its possible adverse effects on spring seeding and germinotion eennot be over-
looked. A dry spring may encourcge scwings of wheat =t the expense of coarse
grains, since that crop can withstand drcught to & greater extent than other cereals,
However, should scrious drought conditions persist throughout the seeding season
increased summerfallow acrzagss would probably curtail any tendency toward s large
increuse in wheat seedings. Unsztisfactory rzll seeding weather hss resulted in an
estimated decline of 19 per cent or 175,000 acres in ths acresge seeded to fall wheat
in the province of Ontario,

The largest eddition tou world wheat supplics in 1949 mey agein come from the
United States. On December 20 the Crop Reporting Bosrd of the United Stetes Department
of Agriculture reported thet the scresge of winter wheat seeded for all purposes is
estimeted at 61,370,000 peres, more than five per cent larger than last year's record
of 58,161,000 acres., The estimsted sereuge is one-fourth greatecr than the 10-yeer
gverage of 47,684,000 ascres. On the bssis of December 1 conditions, the 1949 winter
whest crop is forecast at 905 million bushels, Should such 3 crop be realizel and
an average United Stetes spring wncat crop slso be harvested total 1949 wheat production
in the United States would for the third year in succession excesd one and a guarter
billion bushels. '

While few official estimates are available from whest importing countries,
trade advices from Burope indicats that fell whent sowings in seversl countries
hove exceeded or equaliled thosc of a yeur ago. Weether hes favoured fall seeding
and germination, and the outluok in areas reported upon is quite generzlly optimistie,
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INDEY. NULBER OF FAR) TRICES The index number of farm pricss of agriculturel

AGAIN IDVER IN NOVIIIBER products roved downward in November for the third
successive month, Lower prices for some livestock

products and grain largely accounted for = two-point drop to 250.1 from the revised

October figure of 252.1. This index rcoched its peak of 256,0 in August and since

that time has declined steadily. while the November firure is below that of the

preceding month, it is substantially above the 21%£.1 established in November, 1947,

Novenber indexes for four provinces were lower than in the prcceding month,
the remaining five moving in an upward direction., A4lberta's inder showed the
sharpest decline from 249.9 in October to 243.0, while that for Ontario fell
from 274.2 to 271.2, Saskatchewann from 223.8 to 222.6, and Nova 3cotia from 207.3
to 206.6.

The index for Prince Edward Island rose from 195.7 to 196.8, New Brunswick
from 221.8 to 283.3, Quebecc from 272.8 to 274.0, lianitoba from 246.8 to 248.8, and
British Columbie f'rom 250.4 to 253.4.,

CRELMERY BUTTIR PRODUCTION For the scecond successive rionth, Canadian production
HIGHER IN DICEIBIR of creanery butter showed an incrense in Dgceamber,

gaining 16.4 per cent over the same month of 1947, In
November, output was nine per cent greater than n year eerlier, The only other
incrcase last year was in June.

The month's output smounted to 11,936,000 pounds as compared with 10,254,000
in the corresponding ronth of 1947. Gains were registered by all Provinces except
Menitoba and Saskatchewan, Cumulative total of the month's figurcs for 1948 show
that the output for the full yenr =ggregoted 283,774,000 pounds as compared with
290,841,000 in 1947, o decline of 2.4 per cent.

The cheddar cheese niake in December amounted to 1,183,000 pounds as compared
with 1,277,000 in December, 1947, = decline of 7.4 per cent. For the year 1948
the figure was 86,476,000 pounds as conpared with 119,703,000 in the preceding year,
a reduction of 27.8 per cent.

Output of concentrated milk producte in December totalled 19,685,000 pounds as
compared with 14,494,000 in the same munth of 1947, bringing the cumulative figure for
the year 1948 to 392,359,000 pounds compared with 337,248,000 a yesr e-rlier. The
gain in the month wns 35,8 per cent, and in the 12-month period, 16.3 per cent.

STOCKS OF D.IRY ,ND POULTRY HRODUCTS  Stocks of cresmery butter were lower on

January 1, totalling 37,129,000 pounds as
compared with 46,710,000 on December 1 and 43,818,000 on the corresponding date last
year. The figure for January 1 this year ineluded 5,001,000 pounds of imported butter,
Cheevs¢ stocks anmounted to 34,566,000 pounds compered with 37,546,000 on December 1
and 30,721,000 a yesr ago.

Stocks of evapornted whole milk held by or for manufscturers on January 1
nt 16,267,000 pounds,were slightly lower than the December 1 holdings of 18,121,000
pounds. Skim milk powder stocks wero 7,943,000 pounds as conpared with 7,444,000
on Decenber 1, ond 5,070,000 & ycar ago.

H>ldings of shall eggs on January 1 mmounted to £83,0C0 cuses as compared
with 270,000 on December 1 and 4£2,000 a yenr ago. Stocks of poultry meat at
17,370,000 pounds, wcre mnder.tely higher than the December 1 holdings of 17,028,000
pounds, but werc down sharply from the Janusry 1, 1948 total of 35,438,000 pounds.
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LEST STOCKS ON JANUARY 1 Stoeks of meat in cold storage on January 1 amounted to

50,784,000 pounds as compared with 45,311,000 on December 1
and 74,152,000 on the corresponding date last year. Current frozen stocks included
11,267,000 pounds of pork, 25,228,000 pounds of beef, 5,886,000 pounds of veal, and
5,752,000 pounds of mutton and lamb.

Holdings of fresh meats, not frozen, at January 1 were 12,456,000 pounds compared
with 19,101,000 pounds a month earlier and 19,701,000 pounds on January 1, 1948,
This year's Janusry 1 holdings consisted of 4,080,000 pounds of pork, 6,495,000
pounds of beef, 437,000 pounds of veal, and 284,000 pounds of mutton and lamb.

Stocks of meat, cured and in cure, were 15,197,000 pounds as compared with
18,027,000 pounds on December 1 and 22,516,000 pounds a year ago. The current
total consisted of 12,606,000 pounds of pork, 901,000 pounds of beef, and a total
of 1,690,000 pounds not classified as to kind.

Lard stocks amounted to 3,180,000 pounds, 1,377,000 pounds more than last
month and 87,000 pounds le¢ss than last year.

HIGHNAY TRAFFIC AT CANADIAN RORDIR Highway traffic between Canada and the United

IOINTS UP FIVE PER CENT IN NOVELBER States was five per cent higher in November
than in the corresponding month of 1947,

The cumulative increasc for the first 11 months of the year over the same period

of 1947 was seven per cent.

The increase in November was reflected both in American traffic entering Canads
and in Canadian traffic returning from the United States, respective incresses standing
at four per cent and nine per cent. The aggregate number of border crossings in November
was 568,600, consisting of 392,200 forzen entries and 176,400 Canadian vehicles returning.

—_—

#0TOR VEHICLL SHIPLENTS Factory shipments of Canadian-made motor vehicles ——
CONTINUED URIZRD IN NOVIIBER  which had been running slightly below 1947 in the

first 10 months of 1948 -- increased sharply in
November for the third successive month, to bring the ll-month total slightly above
that for the same period of 1947,

November shipments totalled 26,794 units compared with 25,057 in October and
23,240 units in November, 1947. JAggregatec for the 1l months was 236,873 compared
with 236,705 for Januery-November, 1947,

Shipments in November consistod of 18,175 passcnger cars and 8,319 commercial
vchicles. Of the passecnger cars, 13,932 were for sale in Canads and 4,543 for
export, while 6,060 of the commercial vehicles were destined for domestic sales and
2,859 for shipment abrosd.

During the 11 months cnding November, 188,819 units were shipped for sale in
Canada and 48,054 for export. OF the fomer, 121,738 were passenger models and
67,081 commercial vehicles, while 26,546 of the oxport total were passenger cars
and 21,508 commercisl vehicles.

DEPLRTLIENT STORE SALES De;artment store salss incrcased 18 per cent in December
UP 18 PIR CENT IN DECH.BER over the corresponding month of 1947, according to

preliminary figures. Alberta had the largest gain in
sales during the month with a rise of 27 per cent, followed by Saskstchewan and the
liaritimes with increases of 22 per cent. The increase in ilanitoba was 18 per cent,
Ogtario 17 per cent, Quebec 16 per cent, and British Columbia 15 per cent.
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BMELOYMENT AND PAYROLLS AT Industrial employment and rayrzlls both reached
RECORD LEVELS AT NOVEMBEn 1 record levels at the beginning of Noverber, according

_ to data received by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics
from 19,483 establishments ir the €ight major industrial divisions., As compared
with October 1, the gain in employment was 0,1 per cent, scconpanied by a rise of
0.9 per cent in the weekly salaries and wages,

Besed on the 1926 average as 100, the general index number of employment in
the eight leading industries at the beginning of November was 203.5 as compared with
203.3 at October 1, and 197.8 at November SR —RAs compared with November 1, 1947,
there vigs en increase of 2.9 per cent, acconpanied by that of 14.8 per cent in the
index of payrolls., Both indexes were at all-time maximums, The indicated weekly
carnings averaged $42.16 as compared with $41,50 at Uctober i, and $37.79 at
November 1, 1947,

Improvemsnt over October 1 was recorded in l>gging, mining and trade, in which
recorded employment rosc by 19.6 per cent, 0.7 per cent snd 2.6 PEr cent, respectively,
The trend in the remaining ma jor industrial clesses was downward. The percentage
losses varied from 2.4 per ceént in construction snd 3,8 per cesnt in the service
industries for which dezta are availeble, to 0,8 per cent in communications end 0.9
Per cent in manufecturing. Within the last-named group, there were marked increases
in the textile division, with smaller alvances in the paper product, printing and
publishing, rubber, electrienl epparatus, miscellaneous manufsctured product end
some other industries,

Lumber end pulp and paper mills, vegstable food~-prodessing and iron and steel
nlants, howsver, showed curteilment, which in soms cases was seassonal. The Seasonal
factor also influenced the changes in many cther industries,

SECURITY FRICE INDeXRS

Jenuery o, 1949 Decembsr 30, 1948 December 9, 1948
(1935-39=100)

Investors' Price Index

(100 Common Stocks) ...e..... 116.3 1158 116,3
76 Industrials B0 OO 7 o 0 0.0 ARISIS 111,90 LTI (5
16 Utilities 7% o lonsls Ll o IO 121.4 ‘ 120;5 120.5

8 DR, spemt sibed AR %73, & i 72 A 132.9

Mining Stock Price Index

(80 Stoeks ) 14w, ) » T 88.6 85.8 82,5
€9 GodEs .. i TR 68.5 65.7 59.8
5 Bale- Mgtidd | .pl. {00 5 129 .0 126.1 128.8
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CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY HAD With an increase of nearly 45 per cent over the preceding

RECORD YEAR IN 1947 year, the value of work performed by the Canedian
construction industry socered to an ell-time record

figure of $1,256,5%,000 in 1947. While increased costs of labour end matzrials

accounted for part of the rise, the number of builders and contractors reporting

to the Bureau during the yeer also climbed to & record total of 26,542, or 2,749

more than in 1946,

In keeping with the sharp rise in the value of the year's work, employment
and salary and wage payments rose steeply. The number of selaried employees and
wage~-earners increased from 198,851 to 259,330, and the salaries and wages from
$344,893,000 to 4482,907,000. Genersl, trade, sub-contractors and builders reported
204,954 employees 2s comjared with 165,518 in 1946, and salaries end wages totalling
7403,251,000 compered with $295,283,300,

All provincee shared in the construcztion boom in 1947, Ontsrio and Quebec
together mccounting as in 1940 for two-thirds of the vaolus of work performed,
Onterio's total for the yser rose to $501,651,000 from 347,616,000, and that for
Quebsc advanced to $338,515,000 from #225,582,000, Total for British Columbie
was $148,813,000 compared with $100,148,000, Alberta $67,651,000 compared with
%51,573,000, Menitoba $61,254,000 (;43,463,000); Nova Scotia $52,897,000 ($40,858,000);
New Brunswick $42,675,000 ($27,761,000); Saskatchewan $40,009,000 (¢29,277,000);
and Prince Edward Island $3,071,000 ($2,382,000),

] New construction was reported to the valug of »1,001,909,000 in 1947, climbing
»424,537,000 or 73.5 per cent over the 1946 valuation of $557,572,000, Additions,
alteretions, maintenance and rspairs, on the other hend, fell from 291,289,000 to
$254,626,000, or by 12,6 per cent.

The velus of building construction rose from ,490,408,000 in 1946 to $3658,383, -
000, en increase of 34,3 per cent. Institutional structures incressed from $48, -
624,000 to 473,302,000, commercial from 488,082,000 to »151,151,000, industrial
- from $151, 306,000 to +193,053,000, Other types of construction, such as farm
buildings, hangars, tarrecks and hutments fell from 8,769,000 to 77, 534,000,

Engineering construction again advanced substantislly in 1947 when the value
of work performsd ross to #+17,065,000 from ;236,491,000. Building trades, which
includes jobbing and custom work, showed s marked gain in 1947, being velued at
$180,488,000 us against 141,765,000, a rise of 27.3 per cent. In eddition, work
was performed by sub-contractors to the valus of ¥213,277,000 against $143,981,000,

PRODUCTION COF IRON AND STrEL  Production of steel ingots and castings in November

was below the level of the preceding month but was
above thet for November, 1947, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics., A
similer trend was shewn for ferro-alloys, while pig iron showed 2 decline in both
compaiisons,

Production of steel ingots and castings totalled 277,978 tons in November compared
with 281,866 in October end 255,372 in November, 1947, bringing the cumulative output
for the first 11 months of 1943 to 2,921,231 tons ss against 2,695,397 in the similer
perisd el 9475

November production of pig iron sumounted to 166,771 tons as compered with 186,424
in October and 174,147 in November, 1947. Output for the first 11 months of 1948
totelled 1,946,676 tons as against 1,804,296,

Ferro-allecy output in November totalled 17,594 tons compared with 19,489 in the
preceding month and 11,551 in the seme month in 1947. Aggregate production for the
11 months ended November was 164,693 tons against 134,944 in the like period-of 1947,

e -
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NOVEMBER STREL PRODUCTION  Steel ingot production in Canade during November was
MAINTAINED AT HIGH LEVEL again close to record lsvels, amounting to nearly
268,000 tons as compared with 272,000 in Ootober and

241,000 in November, 1947,

The November total brought the cumulative output for the 11 months of 1948 to
2,818,000 tons as mgzinst 2,613,000 tons in the like period cf 1947, and also
brought within sight -- zllowing for only average production in December -- a total
production for the full yesr 1948 in excess of 3,000,000 tons, for the first time
in history.

Daily average output in November was 8,922 tons, up slightly from the October
daily figure of 8,778 tons and substantiaslly above tne daily average of 8,226 for
November, 1947, Daily average output for the 1l months of 1948 was 8,412 tons es
against 7,825 in the same months of 1947.

PRODUCTION OF SALT  Production of common salt in Canada in November was at its
highest point since December, 1946. The month's output amounted

71,488 tons as compared with 68,254 in the preceding montn and 65,509 in the

corresponding month of 1947, Output for December, 1946 totalled 71,516 tons, During

the first 11 months of 1948, production totalled 684,041 tons as against £99,674

in the similar period of 1947.

Shipments of salt rose to an ali-time high in November, amcunting to 69,370
tons compared with the previous high of ©9,65% attained in October and 28,497 in
November, 1947, Cumulative total for the 1l months ending November totalled 685,937
tons sgainst 409,329 in the like period of 1947,

PRODUCTION AND SHIINMLNTS  Both production snd shipments of Portland cement by

OF IORTL.ND CoMENT Canadian manufacturers were higher in November than in
the corrssponding month of 1947, but there were declines

from the preceding month, aeccording to figures released by the Dominion Bureau

of Statistics,

In November, output amounted to 1,256,000 barrels compared with the record total
of 1,400,000 in October and 1,138,000 in November, 1947. During the first 11 months
of thls ysar, production totelled 12,954,000 barrels as against 11,152,000 in the
Simitler ‘period of 1549k

Shipments to customers during the month amounted tc 1,308,000 barrels compared
with 1,373,000 in October end 1,072,000 in November, 1947. In the cumuletive
period, 13,357,000 barrels were shipped as ageinst 11,298,000 in 1947, Stocks at
plants and werehouses st the end of November amounted to 291,000 barrels compared
with 297,000 in the same month of 1947,



JREuCEy s .. 1oy D.B.S. WER(LY BULLET [N Yage 9

QUTHUT OF CRUDE PETROILEUM With producticn from the Leduc field again sharply

AND NATURAL GAS IN OCTOBER  higher, Canada's production of crude petroleum and
natural gasoline rose to 1,206,000 barrels in October

from the Segptember total of 1,101,00C, and 716,000 in October, 1947. This brought

the cumulative totel for the 10 months ending October to 9,855,000 barrels as against

6,232,000 in the similar period of 1947.

Leduc's cutput rose in October to 526,000 barrels from 65,700 in the corresponding
month of 1947, and in the 10 months to the end of October to 3,379,000 barrels from
179,00G., Crude output from the Turner Valley field in the month fell from 407,00¢
barrels to 367,00C, and in the 10 months from 4,203,000 barrels to 3,732,000,

Production of natural gas in the month amounted to 4,659,668 Il cubic feet as
compared with 3,666,292 Ii in the preceding month and 4,071,105 M in the corresponding
month of 1947, Up to the end of October 46,379,149 I cublic feet were produced
compared with 41,531,566 i in the similar period of 1947.

FRODICTION, CONSULLPTION  Coasumption of rubber increascd slightly in November,
&ND STOCKS OF RUBBER the total for thc month standing at 15,432,000 pounds

as compared with 14,223,000 in October. Natural rubler
consurption emounted to 8,691,000 pounds in November as compared with 7,889,000
in Qc¢tober, synthetic 4,047,000 pounds compared with 3,702,000, and reclaim 2,694,000
pounds compared with 2,832,000. :

In terms of ornd-product usc, the consuwniption of rubber in the production of
tires and tubes, i:cluding tire ropair matcrial, incrcesed by 1,072,000 pounds, in
wiré and csble by 127,000 pounds, and in other products by 75,000 pounds. In the
prodution of rubber footwear, consumption decreased by 65,000 poundr.,

Domestic production of synthetic rubber and reclaim both were higher in
November than in the preceding month, synthetic amounting to 8,938,000 pounds
as compared with 6,628,00C, and reclaim 840,00C pounds compared with 786,000,

Yonth-end stocks of natural rubber declincd to 13,704,000 pounds from the
October total of 17,260,000, Stocks of synthctic rubbcr fell from 8 516 000 pounds
to 7,997,000, and reclaim from 3,922,000 pounds to 3,783,000

VALUE OF STORAGE BATTFRY There was a sharp rise in the value of sales of electric

SALES UP SHARPLY storage batteries and parts by principal Canadian produccrs
in November. The mnonth's totsl was $1,904,883 compared

with $1,796,518 in October and $1,515,187 in thc corresponding rionth of 1947, During

the first 11 months of 1948, sales aggregated $14,531,416 as against $12,590,837

in the similar period of 1947,

The sales in November included 160,458 battoriss at $1,535,454 for the ignition
of internal combustion engines, 135 batturlgs at $2,235 for motorcyclc staring, 5,399
cells at $65,183 for farm lighting plents, 985 colls at $53,486 for railway services,
batteries volued at $173,695 for other purposes, ineluding ihose¢ for telgplone
switchboards, ond miscellancous parts and supplies for betteries valued at $94,830.

BIRTHS, DEATHS AND HARRIAGES  Births registered in cities, towns =nd villages of
Canzdz having a population of 10,000 and over numbered

13,915 in November, doaths 5,229 and marringes 4,913 as compared with 14,129

births, 5,152 deaths and £,606L warrioges in Novewber, 1947. Births showed a two per

cent decrease, marriages thrée per cent, while deaths inerensed one per cent.
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STOCKS OF HIDES alD SKINE AND Stocks of raw cattle hides held by tanners, packers
PRODUCTION OF FINISHED LE.THER and denlers at the end of November amounted to

78,361, an incrense of 8.7 per cent as compared
with the October figurs, but a decline of 21.5 per cent from November, 1947. Stocks
of calf and kip skins increused from 648,042 a yecar ago to 666,066, while goat and
kid skins fell from 116,532 to 84,096, horsc hides from 41,603 to 24,956, and sheep
and lamb skins from 68,477 dozen to 59,062 dozen.

Production of caitle sole leather in November totalled 1,848,000 pounds as
compared with 2,211,969, cattle upper leather 3,314,357 squore fect compared with
3,614,103, and glove and garment leather 418,155 squarc fect compared with 242,909,
Production of calf and kip skin upper lecther totallcd 825,236 square feet as
compared with 1,543,691,

FISEERILS OF MOV4  The total marketod valuo of the producte of Nova Scotia's
SOOI A TN 1917 - ficheries in 1947 reccded to $26,697,000 from the high levels
of 1945 and 1946 when the figures ran well over the $30,000,000
mark. The decline of 22 per eccnt from the $54,271,000 recorded for 1946 was due

in large measurc to the strike of deep-ses fishermen in the oponing months of the
year, but tho falling-off in the decmaend for frozen filluts in the Upited States
market was olso an important factor, causing = reduction in priccs.

Total landings of fish and shell-fish were 3,250,000 ewt., 2 dcereasc of
22 per cent from the 4,177,000 ewt, rccordcd for 1946, Landings of groundfish -—-
cod, haddock, hake, cusk and pollock -- fcll off by 26 por cent, flatfish other
than halibut by 11 per cent, and lobsters by 11 per cent. The markeoted value of
cod was $9,665,000, lobsters §5,535,000, haddock $2,424,000, and herring $1,819,000.

Cepital invested in thc primery sperations of catching and lending the fish
amounted to $12,720,000, an increase of 35 per cent over the $9,412,000 rcported
for 1946. Of thec totel, $7,600,000 or 60 per cent w-e invested in vessels end
borts, $4,285,00C or 34 per cent in nets and other gear, and 834,000 or six per
cent in shore ostablishments such =2s piers =nd wharvcs, small freezers and
smokehouses, ctec.

RLITHAY ROLLING STOCK INDUSTRY Isteblishments occupicd chiefly in making or
repairing railway c=rs and loconotives or in msking

parts such as wheels, brakes, tires, bolsters, springs, etc., had a gross value

of production in 1947 of $159,283,000, a decreasc of about two per cent from the

preceding year. /Liverage nunber of employces was changed very little at 28,500,

while the salarics and wages ross seven per cent to $61,754,000.

Freight cars formed the lergest single item in value of production. The number
turned out wes reducud sherply from 10,092 in 1946 to 5,753, but the veluc was down
only slightly from $31,832,00C to $30,247,000. Therc were 125 new loconiotives
produced with a factory value of $14,431,000 compared with 271 valued at $25,966,000.
Value of repeirs to freight cars, passenger cars, locomotives, end other custon
and ropeir work was $65,472,000 compared with $67,851,00C in 1946.

CLRIOADINGS ON CallaDIni RLILWLYS Carloadings on Cansdisn railways for the week
ending Jenunry 1 ~mounted to 52,436 cars as

comparcd with 59,698 in the preceding woek ond 53,484 in the corresponding weok

last yenr. Ioadings of live stock declined from 1,538 cars n year earlier to 1,060

cars, fresh meats from 505 to 348 cars, pulpwod from 4,064 to 2,664 cars, and

lumber from 2,344 to 1,662 cars. Coal inerorsed from 4,508 to 4,754 cars, iron

and stcel products from 1,173 to 1,455 cars, =nd automobiles from 519 to 885 cers.
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LVER,.GE S..LLS /D PHOFITS Combination grocery and meet chains have the largest
QP RETN L FOIOBLC T, TS average sales per store by = wide mergin among Canada's

retail food chains, but meat chains have both the
highest gross profit and highest net profit before income taxes, according to the
biennial survey of operating results of retail food chairs by the Dominion Buragu
U1 Statistics. The survey relates to operations in 194%.

averege sales per store of combination chains of all sizes ¥as W19 73 in
1947 as compared with 385,179 for meat chains and $82,739 for grocery chains.
Gross profit of combination chains averaged 15.99 per cent of net sales as ageinst
16.80 for grocery and £20.51 per cont for meat chains., Total expenses stood in
the same sequence at 13.23, 14,44 and 17.24 per cent, respectively. Net profit
before inconis taxes was accordingly 3.27 per cent of net salcs for meat chains,
2.76 for combinations and 2.%6 per cent for grocery chains.

Sonewhat different results sre Shown by a2 conparison of chains of similar size
range in the three kinds of business. For instance, combinations doing business
under 1,00C,000 had average szles per store of w107 ,978, gross profit of 16.20
and net profit of 1.2 per cent of net sales. Corresponding figures for grocery
chains under 750,000 were L5326 1 18416 ant 2509 Per cent, =nd for meat chains
under ,500,CC0, were $6£,320, 12.05 and 2.2 per cent,

S4LES AND FROFITS OF V..RIETY CHAINS Variety chain stores had an average operating
profit before income taxes of 13,04 per cent

of net sales in 1947, according to data ruceived by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics

from 16 chnin compenics operating 510 stores. .verage s-lgs per chain smounted to

v7,325,000, and the avernge per store worked out at $230,000.

Gross profit of these chains averaged 37.67 per cent of net sales. Total
operating expenses accounted for 24 .63 per cent of nct samles, of which more than
half was absorbed by salsries and weges. The salary and wage itenm aversged 15,91
per c@nt &l nat zglss,

QFERATING RBSULTS OF DEUG STORE CHAINS Gross margin or profit of drug store chains

aver-ged 3i.18 per cent of net sales in
1947, according to date received from 22 firms operating 282 stores. Aiverage sales
per chain amounted to +1,158,00CG, and the average per store, 90,000,

avernge operating profit before income taxes was 5.35 per cent of net sales.
Total operating expenses avernged 28,83 per cent of net s-les. Salaries and Wages
accounted for more than half of the total Operating expenditures, those p=id to
enirloyees accounting for 14.82 per cent of net sales. Jecupaney cost was the second
largest expense item 2t 4.69 per cent of net sales.

—

SALIS .ND PROFITS OF FURMITURE CH.INS Furniture chains had an average gross

margin or profit of 32.57 per cent of net
Sales in 1947, while the average not profit before incoiie taxes worked out at
7.83 per cent, accordirg to returns received from 10 furniture chains operating
98 stores,

average sales per chain during the year amounted to $1,559,000, and the sales
for individual stores, 269,000, Total cxpenses accounted for 24.74 per cent of
net sales, of which galaries and wages accounted for 13,72 per cent. Advertising
and occupancy were the next largest expense items with 3.04 RERSe ant andy 2wl per
cant of met =glEs.,
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REFORTS ISSUED DUERING THE ®IZK

l. Dairy Factory Production, December (10 cents),

e luodex Numbers of ¥arm Prices of .gricultural Products, Ngvember (10 cents).
&. Puck of Pumpkin, 1948 (1C cents).

#. Stocks of Dairy and Poultry Products, January 1 (10 cenbs).

S« Monthly Statcment by Ports of Highway Treffic at Cenadian Border Points,

Novenber (10 cents).

6. Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents).

7. Motor Vekicle Shipments, November (1C cents).

8. Factory Sgzles of Electric Storage Baiteries, November (10 cents).

9. Consumption, Production and Iaventories of Rubber, November (25 cents).
10. Cold Storage Holdings of Mowt and Lard, January 1 (10 cents),
1l. Operaling Results of liiscellaneous Retail Chains -- Varicty, Drug,

and Furniture -- 1947 (25 cents)e.

12, Gross rarm Revenues, Saskatchewan, 1945 (10 cents).
13. Petroleum and Natural Gas Production, October (10 cents).
14, Miscellaneous lietals, 1247 (5C cents). '
15. Operating Rusults of Retail Food Chains, 1947 (25 cents).

16, hAdvance Roport on the Fisheries of Nova Scotia, 1947 (10 cents).

17. Railway Roliing Stock Industry, 1947 (25 cents).

18. Carloadings on Canadian Railways - V.ekly (10 cents),

19. Monthly Riview of the Wheat Situation (10 cents).
20, Huployment Situation at the Beninning of November logether with Payrolls,

(10 cents).

21, Construction Industry in Canada, 1947 (25 cents).

22. Production of Iron and Steel, November (10 c ents).
23. Farm Expenditures, Prairie Provinces, 1945 (10 cents).

24, Statistics on Hides, Skins and Leather, November (10 cents).

25. Steel Ingots, Movember (10 cents),

26. Births, Deaths and Harriages, November (10 cents).

27. Salt, November (10 cents).

28, Cement, November (10O cents).

Copies of these and other Buresu reports may be obtained on application to
the Dominion Statistician, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa,
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