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--- HIGHLIGHTS COF THIS ISSUE ---

CANADA'S TOPAT, MOSEIGH TRADE in R;fuu was valued at 454,900,000, showing an
incransa of 0.3 per cant Over wie cuwrresponding month last year.

ANRDA MAD A DEBT'Y BAYLNOE CH HWRL FORBIGN TRADE of $16,900,000 in March -- the

first since April last year -- as compared with a favourable balance of 33,900, -
OO0 i Mareh, 1948,

valued at $235,900,000 in March compared with
winth last year,

BMETON LH A'S MeTOR TREDUSTRIAL DIVISIONS at the beginning of April was
L8 th €h lewval, but higher than a year ago.

OUTATT OF BTEEL [MGOTS IN APRIL was lower than the record monthly tonnage produced
ekl i-f:u, but higher than in the corresponding month last yeer,

EUARTUMENT STORE SALES IN APRIL were up 15 per cent over the same month last year,
Both el1 nvwviny @ sharipg ic tie aivance,

WUMEEZR OF DMELITING UNITS COMPIETID IN CANDA in the first three months of this year
15 gstimated at L,,BLO ap 6,300 over the same period of 1948. First-quorter

A~

wiarts rogs from §,700 to 8 auO.

- L) L)
DOMESTIC ELECTRIC EEFRIGERATORS AND DOMESTIC WASHING MACHINES were turned out in
e ambhass o W
. * L]

FRELHT 2AS5ING THROUCH (4.WADWAN C NAIS recched near-record tonnages in 1948.

WRLOLDINGS ON CLMLDIAN RAIINAYS for tiue week ended liay 14 amountsd to 74,100 cars
sompared with 77,500 in the correspending month last year,

.
i PROCUCTION OF WHRAT FIOGR 4n Agri] showsd a declins a1 19 @ 08ni Trowm o8
Lagt yea®.




liny 28, 1949 D.53.3. WEEKLY BULIETIN Page 2

CANADA'S FOREIGN TRADE IN MARCH Canada's total Toreign trade in March was valued

at $454,900,000, showing an increase of 6,3 per
cont over the corresponding month last year, according to figures relesased by the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Aggregate value for the first quarter of this year
was up to $1,330,900,000 from $1,265,600,000 in the same period of 1948, or by
I'ive per cent, :

The rise in the value of total foreign trade both for the month and quarter was
due to an increase in the valus of imports, domestic exports being slightly lower in
both periods, In the month the value of imports rose 20 per cent and in the quarter
by 13.7 per cent, Domestic exports were down Tive per cent in the month and two per
cent in the juarter.

As g result of the rise in the value of imports and the decline in the value of
domsstic exports, Canada had & debit balance on hor foreign trade of $16,900,000 in
lerch -- the first since April last year -- as compared with a favourable balance
of $33,900,000 in March, 1948, 1In the first quarter of this year there was a smgll
overall debit balence of 600,000 as compared with a fevourable balance of 95,000,000
in the same period of 1948,

The debit balence on the month's trade with the United Stetes was $44,900,000
as compared with 24,200,000 in the corresponding month last year, raising the three-
month total to $132,800,000 from $107,900,000 in the seme period of 1948, The
credit balance with the United Kingdom in the month was down to $11,300,000 from
337,700,000 in the same month last year, and in the first quarter to 63,200,000
from $115,000,000,

Imports for consumption from all countries in March were velued at $235,900,000
as compared with $197,100,000 in the same month last year, end in the first three
months at 665,700,000 compared with #585,300,000, March totel for domestic exports
was v216,800,000 compared with §$228,400,000, and in the first quarter, $658,800,000
compared with 672,000,000,

Foreign commodities were re-exported in March to the value of $2,200,000 as
compared with 2,500,000 a year ngo, and in the first quarter to 6,300,000 compared
with (8,300,000, (1)

——

MiRCH IMPORT TRuDE HIGHER Showing gains in total purchases from both Commonwealth

WITH GAINS WIDESPRELD and foreign countries and increascs in seven of the nine

main commodity classifications, Canada's imports for
consunption during Y¥arch advanced in velue to 235,900,000 as compared with 197, -
100,000 in March last yoar, bringing the cumulative value for the first quarter of
the year to $665,700,000 es against w585,300,000 in 1948,

Imports from Commonwealth countries in the month totalled $43,900,000 compared
with $32,500,000 g year ago, and in the three months rose to $115,300,000 as ageinst
¥92,600,000, Total from foreign countries ross %o ©192,000,000 in the month from
¥164,500,000 in 1948, and in the quarter to $550,400,000 from 492,700,000,
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Purchases from the United Kingdom Quring March continued the upward trend of
the two previous months this yecr, being valued at 28,343,000 ms agsinst $22,918,000
in February and 21, 601,000 in karch last year. Total imports for the first quarter
of the year were up to y7o 666,000 compared with 461,062,000 a year ogo.

nports from the United States in March rose¢ in value to v168,952,000 compared
vith #138,299,000 a year ezrlier, meking the cumulative total for the first quarter
¥452, 570,000 as ageinst $425,122,000 last year,

Af 10 Jenuary cad February, imports from the Latin American countries as &
whole JecllHSu, Ihlllng ts w13,981,000 comparcd with $19, 136 000 in March, 1948,
the total value for the first three months being down to 41,853,000 compared with
v48,764,000, March purchases were sharply lower from irgentina, Cuba, the Dominican
Republic and Mexico, whils those from Brazil, Cclombia and Venezuela showed sub-
stential gains, Imports from Venezusla, highest in value, amounted to ¥7,635,000
in the month as againat 6,000,000 a year ago, and in the quertor to $20, 811 000
compared with ¢16,750,000,

Impcrts from Europe continued in lLiarch the moderats gains of recent months,
totalling 7,541,000 as against 4, 051,000 in 1948, and aggrogating §20,105,000
for the three months compared with 410,814,000 last year.,

Among Commonwealth countries, imports from Australia increased to $1,734,000
in March from 91 213,000 lest year, and in the three months to w5 014,000 compared
with (2,476,000, From New Zealanl, purchases in March rose to 42,000,000 compared
with a low péO 000 a year earlier and for the quarter totalled ,2,168 OOO compared
with y2, 014,000 Purchases from British Malaya moved up in Larch to \2 692,000
as against %2,150,000, and in the quarter to yv7, 834,000 comparec with w4 380 000,
On the other hand, 1mports from India declined to 42,252,000 in the month compared
with $2,827,000 and in the gquarter to w6, 360,000 compared with 8,073,000,

Imports from Newfoundland in Merch -- th: last mon th for which the figures will
be recorded -- were valued at v¥313,000 compared with ,272 000 last year, and in the
quarter at ¢918,000 compared with §1, 872,000, Purchases from the British West Indies
a8 a whole wers higher than last year both in the month and the first three months
this year, lnrger geins being in imports from Barbados, Jamaica and British Guiana.

Iron and iron products showed the largest increase ammong the commodity groups
with a rise in value to 485,700,000 compared with 460,900,000 in March last year,
making a total for the three months of 228,600,000 as against v187,500,000, Imports
of rolling-mill products gained sharply durlng thc month to $11,116,000 from 36,957,
000 last year, farm implements and rachinery rose to 9175258 OOu from $10,548, OOO
and automcbile parts to 411,222,000 from 47, 949,000, Galns were also shown in castings
and forgings, pipes, tubes and flttings, mining end metallurgicel machinery, automobiles
and engines and boilers, while household machinery was lower,

The fibres and textiles group advanced in the month to $33,200,000 compared with
v28,500,000, bringing the first-guarter total to +98,500,000 agalnst +82,200,000,
Raw cotton, cottun products, wool products and ertificiel silk and products were higher
both in the month and the quarter, accounting for most of the increase in each period,

Imports of agricultural aond vegetable products rose in March to 28,200,000
compared with 924 000,000 a year earlier, most of the main items boing hlgher and the
largsr gains in fruits, vegetables, cocca, tea and alcoholic beverages, Three-month
total was 79,238,000 compared with 471, 173 000 in 1948, animals and animal products,
on the other hamd, declined to 16,400,000 in the month compered with 47,400,000,
due chiefly to a sharp irop in animal oils, fets anl greases; but the first quarter
total was slizhtly above last yesr at ¢22,600,000 ageinst 322 500,000,
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The non-~ferrous metals group inereased in the month to ¢15,500,000 compared
with 12,500,000 a year ego, end in the quarter to $42,600,000 compared with $34, -
000,000, Imports of non-metallic minercls and products were elmost unchanged.in
Merch from a yeer ago, at $37,200,000 compared with $37,400,000, but for the three
months were slightly lower at $111,100,000 compered with +113,700,000, Chemicals
and allied products gained slightly in the month to »10,500,000 egainst $10, 300,000,
end for the gquarter totalled 431,000,000 compared with 28,400,000, The wood and
paper group moved similarly with a #kbreh velus of 7,300,000 compered with §6,300,000,
znd a quarter value of 19,900,000 compared with 417,600,000, The miscellansous
group, due chiefly to increased imports of scientific oquipment, and aircraft and
parts, and higher tourist purcheses, rose to ¢12,100,000 in Marca from £9,900,000
last yoer, and to 432,200,000 in the quorter from $28,300,000, (2)

DEPLRTMENT STORE S..IES Departmsnt store sales in Canada in April were up 15 per
UP 15 PER CENT IN AFRIL cent over the same month last year, with all provinces

sharing in the advance, Increased sales were recorded
for all departments except food and pisce goods,

According to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics the month's sales were valued
at $74,969,000 as compared with $65,018,000 a year earlier. Easter fell in March
last year and in April this yeer, sales in the two-month period aggregating $l44,094,-
000 as compared with $129,504,000 for the same period last year, a rise of 1l per cent,

Department store sales advanced seven per cent during the week ending May 14 over
the corresponding week last year, according to preliminary figures. Largest gain
of 11 per cont was shown in the Maritime Provinces, followed by Ontario and Alberta
each with a rise of eight per cent, British Columbia six per cénti, sushbac five per
cent, Manitoba four por cent, and Saskatchewan taree per cent.

Figures for tho month show that sales of women's and children's apparsl depart-
ments advanced 31 per cent over April last year; shoes and other footwear, 26,8 per
cent; stationery, booke and magazines, 15.1 per cent; houschold appliances and
vlectrical supplies, 8.0 por cent; hardwere and kitchen utensils, 6,3 por cent;
radios, musical instruments and supplics, 5.8 per cent, Sales of food and kindred
products were down 4.2 per cont; and picce goods, 2.2 per cent,

Sales were as follows by provinces, totels for the same month last year being
in brecksts (in thousands): Maritime Provinces, $5,964 ($4,953); Quebec, $12,181
(911,024); Ontario, $27,535 ($24,346); Manitoba, v10,963 ($9,136); Saskatchewan,
$4,297 (47,491); Alberta, 34,872 (53,348); British Columbia, $9,157 ($8,220), (3)

BIRTHS, DusTHS AND MARRIAGES In contrast to the decrcass in the first two months
IOWER IN MARCH of this year, registrations of births, dcaths and

marriages in Canada moved higher in March, according
to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics., Births increased to 29,401 from 27,233 a year
ago, marrieges to 5,341 from 4,982, and deaths to 11,123 from 10,154,

Totals for the first quarter of this year were lower than in the like period
of 1948. Birth registrations fell to 77,484 from 79,068 in tho same period of 1948,
morrieges to 15,475 from 16,267, and deaths to 28,780 from 31,361, (4)
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EMPIOYMENT AND PAYROLLS AT APRIL 1 Employment in Canada's major industrial divisions
' . at the beginning of April was down from the

March level, but higher than a year ago. Aggregate payrolls were slightly lower

than at March 1, but 12 per cent above last year, while average weekly earnings were

up slightly from March 1 and 11 per cent above April 1 last year.

According to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the advance index of employment
in the elght leading industries, on the base 1926=100, was 187.6 on April 1 this
year as compared wivh 183.8 at March 1, and 186.6 at April 1, 1948, Average weekly
earnings amounted to 43,31 compared with $43,27 a month earlier, and $39.03 a year 880,

Heightened industrial cmployment as compared with a month sarlicr was reported
in Prinee Edward Island, Nova Scotia, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia.
Improvement in the westher was mainly responsible for a considerable increase in
employment in British Columbia, where the situstion a month earlier had been seriously
affocted by shortage of power and other cond itions associsted with unfavourable
weather conditions.

Tho trend in umployment was downward in New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario and
Manitoba; seasonal curtailment in logging operstions was the most important factor
in the reductions in the first three of those provinces. The moderate losses in
Manitoba wore largely brought about by industrial disputes, together with o shrinkage
in employment in transportation,

In menufacturing, the advance index of smployment, at 203,1, was insignificantly
highor than the March 1 figure of 203,0, amd slightly oxceeded the index of 202,0
recorded at April 1, 1948, Woeekly disbursements of the larger factorics in Salariecs
end woges rosc by 0.2 per cont in the month, and by 13 per cent as compared with a
year ego, when the ecrnings had becn affectcd by the Easter holidays, The advance
figurc of per capitz woekly earnings in manufacturing stood at $44,49 -- o new high --
as comparod with 344,39 at March 1, and $39,60 2t April 1, 1948, (5)

SECURLTY PRICYE INDEXES

May 19, 1949 Moy 12, 1949 April 21, 1949

(1935-39=100)

Investors' Frice Index

(106 Common StocksS) .evsen. 105,8 105,17 i
82 Industrjﬂls ccasncacen 99.5 99-3 99-5
(1ot TSRS VAN dslidr 42 114 ,0 1LoR"

O-Bapls T . 48 i inal iy 158 134,72 1R Y

Mining Stock Price Index

Bl Bhocku Y L v N AT, 3 82.7 82.6 86,0
2D, GRldig) Jepdh o0 N Ok 69.0 69 .9 7246
5 Bass NEURLE K., Searit 109,1 107.0 il gt
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STOCKS AND MARKETINGS OF Stocks of Canadian wheat in store or in transit in North
VEHEAT AND COARSE GRAINS America at midnight on May 12 amounted to 105,945,000

bushels, down 7,355,000 from the preceding week's total,
but 41,342,000 higher than on the corresponding date last yoar, according to the
Dominion Buresu of Statistics.,

Farmers in the Prairie Provinces merketed 1,605,000 bushels of wheat during
the week as compcred with 1,224,000 in the same week last year., Clearsnces of
wheat for export totalled 6,691,000 bushels as compared with 4,136,000 a year ago.

The following quantities of coorso grains were also delivered from farms in tho
Prairie Provinces during the week ending May 12, totals for the seme week last
year being in brackots: oats, 1,049,000 (316,000) bushels; barley, 1,285,000
(204,000); rye, 132,000 (8,000); flaxseed, 69,000 (45,000), ({6)

WHEAT FIOUR OUTPUT Canadian production of wheat flour in April showed a decline
IOWER IN APRIL of 19 per cent from the same month last year, cccording to the

Dominion Burecau of Statistics, The month's output amounted to
1,587,000 barrels as compared with 1,952,500, This brought the cumulative total
for the nine months vnding April to 15,650,900 barrels as against 18,729,900 in the
8imilar period last year, a decrease of 18 per cent,

Wheat flour oxports dropped to 871,300 barrels in April from 1,285,100 in the
corresponding month last yoar, bringing totzl exports for the nine months to 8,323,-
200 barre¢ls against 10,763,900 in the preceding crop year.

Wheat used in the menufacture of flour in April amounted to 7,027,900 bushels
compared with 8,910,200 in the same month a yoar ego, while the total processed
in the¢ ninv-month poriod was 69,905,600 bushels compared with 84,950,200 a yeer
earlier, (7]

BUTTER POSITION Domestic disappoarance of butter, including daniry and whey butter

in March amounted tc¢ 23,500,000 pounds, a docline of 3,250,000
pounds ar 12,5 per cont from the same month last year., On a per capita basis tho
domestic disappuarance amounted to 1.80 pounds as egeinst 2.08 a year ago.

The combined output of creamery, dairy and whey butter amounted to 17,500,000
pounds, of which 5,500,000 pounds was dairy butter., The former represented an
increase of approximately 1,250,000 pounds or seven per cent.

Stocks of butter on March 1, including creamery, dairy and whey, amounted to
approximately 19,000,000 pounds, the same as that recorded at the smme date in 1948,
On April 1, the holdings totalled 13,000,000 pounds compared with 8,500,000 a year ngo.

Supplies of butter, repressented by the addition of stocks at the beginning of
the month and production during the month amounted to approximately 36,500,000 pounds
as compared with 35,250,000 o year ago. (8)

EGG FRODUCTION DOWN IN APRIL Net farm production of eggs in Canada during April
declined to 36,496,000 dozon from 38,264,000 dozen
in the same month last year, In addition there were 3,262,000 dozen eggs laid elsewhsre
than on farms, Gross production per layer was 17,01 cggs compared with 16,84 a year ago.

In the cumulative period, January-April, net production of eggs totalled 135,475,-
000 dozen against 152,714,000 last year, a decline of 11 per cent, Of this year's
aggrogate, 124,087,000 dozen were producod on farms, (9)
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DWELLING UNITS COMPLETED IN FIRST QUARTER The number of dwelling units completsd
CONTINUE GAINS QVER LAST YEAR in Cenade in the first three months of

. 1949 is estimated at 17,800, up 6,300
or 54 per cent over the same period of 1948, The increase is attributed to the
unysuelly higher carryover ot the beginning of 1949, In spite of the greatly
increased completions, the emount of work in progress remains high, according to
the ‘monthly report by the Dominion Buresu of Statistics, First-quarter starts
rose |26 per cent or from 6,700 a yeer ago to 8,400, and the number under construction
was reduced from only 56,500 at Jenuary 1 to 46,900 at March 1, the latter figure
comparing with 37,500 at the end of March last year.

In March, 6,400 units were comploted compared with 4,100 in the corrssponmiing
month last year, while starts were mede on 3,600 units compered with 3,100 a year
earlier, The average length of time required to build the dwelling units completed
in March was 7,9 months, the highsst far eny month since the beginning of 1948,

In the fell of 1948, the emphasis wcs upon getting dwelling units started and closed
in, the interior finishing being postponed until the winter months.

Number of dwelling units completed in the first quarter of 1949 by regions,
with figures for the seme period of 1948 in brackets, were: Haritime Provinces,
1,160 (496); Quebec, 4,604 (2,887); Ontario, 6,396 (4,098); Preirie Provinces,
2,897 (1,899); British Columbia, 2,769 (2,189), March completions: Maritimes,
477 (158); Quebec, 1,854 (1,525); Ontario, 2,066 (1,113); Prairie Provinces, 1,248
(613); British Columbia, 731 (646), (10)

CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION OF RUBBER Consumption of rubber showed s moderste gain
of six per cent in March, total for ths month
standing at 14,554,000 pounds as compared with 13,725,000 in the preceding month,
Natural rubber consumption rose to 8,109,000 pounds from 7,608,000, reclaim to
2,529,000 pounds from 2,319,000, and synthetic to 3,916,000 pounds from 3,798,000,

.In terms o1 emd-product use, the consumption of rubber in the production of
tires and tubes, including tire repair material increased by 442,000 pounds,
consumption in rubber footwear rose 37,000 pounds, and in other products up by
351,000 pounds, In the production of wire amd cable, consumption decreased by
2,000 pounds,

Domestic production of synthetic rubber was higher in Merch, amounting to
9,289,000 pounds as compered with 8,494,000 in Fobruery, and reclaim advenced to
670,000 pounds from 605,000,

Month-end stogks of natural rubber decl ined to 15,752,000 pounds from the
Februery total of 17,277,000, synthetic fell to 8,989,000 pounds from 10,107,000,
and reclaim was down to 3,805,000 pounds from 4,146,000, (11)
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QUTPUT OF STEEL INGOTS IN AFRIL  Output of steel ingots in April was lower than the
record monthly tonnage produced in March but higher

than in the corresponding month lest year. Reflecting the growth in output over

last year, cumulative figures for the first fowr months rose 6.4 per cent over the

seme period of 1948,

isccording to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the month's output of stesl
ingots amcunted to 260,300 tons comparcd with 287,900 in Merch and 254,300 in April
last year, Production in tho first four months of this year totalled 1,073,200 tons
compared with 1,007,600 in the like pcriod of 1948,

The deily awerage output for April wes 8,677 tons compared with 9,286 in March .
and 8,477 a year earlier, Deily average for the four-month period was 8,943 tons
eSmpared with 8,327. (12}

RECORD PRODUCTION QF ELECTRIC Canadian monufacturers turned out an all-time

REFRIGERATORS /iND W.SHING MACHINES record numbor of domestic clsctric refrigerators
and domestic weshing machines in Morch, according

to the Dominion Burezu of Statistics., The month's output of refrigerators reached

a total of 15,900 units as compared with 13,300 in the proceding month and 10,400

in the same month last year, while the production of domestic washing machines of

all kinds rose to 34,100 units from 29,300 in Februsry and 26,800 a year ago.

During the first three months of this year, 42,500 refrigerators were produced
as comparod with 32,300 in the similer pericd last yeer, an inerease of 32 per cent.
Domestic weshing machinss advenced 29 per cent in the quarter, rising to 95,500 units
from 74,000 in tho similar pericd = yuar earlier.

Imports of all kinds of refrigerators anmd washing machines -- domestic, store
and other -- were sharply lower in March, The menth's imports of vloetric refrigerators
awtberel 33 agzinst 90 o yoor ago, bringing the total for the three months to 74 units
comparca wivh /45 in the like period in 1948. Imports of waeshing machines in Merch
fell to 51 units from 327, and for the quarter to 79 units compared with 1,200

Exports of electric refrigerators showed a merked riso, amounting to 1,300 units
compared with 782 in March 1948, bringing exports for the cumuletive period to 2,500
units against 1,400 in the similar period last year, March exports of washing machines
increased to 1,800 units from 1,600 a year before, and in the gquarter advanced %o
3,200 units from 2,900 in 1948, (13 rnd 14)

PRODUCTION AND SHIPHWENTS  Produstion of iron =2nd steel wire nails wes increassed in

OF NiLILS IN MARCH March, emounting to 7,500 tons compared with 6,500 in
February and 7,100 o yecar ago, Production for the thres

months onded lzrch rose to 21,200 tons ageinst 19,600 in the similar period last year.

Shipmunts during the month increased te 7,200 tons from 6,600 in February, but
were down from the 8,000 tons shipped in March, 1948, Aggrogete shipments for the
cumulative poriod increased to 22,300 tons ageinst 21,600 in the like period . of 1948.(15)
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PRODUCTION OF COPFER AND NICKEL HIGHER Continuing the geins of carlior months,
Canadien production of new yrimary copper

reached o total of 21,900 tons in March, eaccording to the Dominion Bureau of

Statistics, This year's March figure compares with 21,500 produced in February and

21,100 in March last yeer. During tho first three months of this year, 64,200

tons were produced as against 60,600 in the similer period last year.

Nickel output in March increoased to 12,600 tons from 10,900 in the preceding
month and 10,500 in the corrcsponding month lest year, Production for the three
months ended Merch totalled 34,600 tons as compared with 30,900 in the like 1948
periOd. (lb)

STOCKS OF INGOT MAKERS! Stocks of ingot makers' non-ferrous scrap metal et the end
NON~-FERROUS SCRAF METAL of February amounted to 4,393,700 pounds as compared with

2,903,400 at the beginning of the month, according to the
Dominion Burezu of Statistics, The amount purchascd or received during the month
was 8,267,400 pounds, and the total used or sold, 6,777,100 pounds,

Stocks of secondory non-ferrous ingot at the end of the month amounted to
3,411,100 pounds es compared with 2,727,200 at the first of the month, The amount
produced during the month was 5,240,000 pounds, while the amount used or sold
was 4,556,200 pounds, (17)

PRODUCTION AND DOLESTIC SALLS OF  Production and domestic sales of asphalt floor
ASFHALT FLOOR TIIES IN APRIL tiles both were lower in April than in the

cerresponding month last year, The month's
production amounted to 1,065,398 square feet as compared with 1,216,077 in March
and 1,629,770 e year carlicr. In the cumulative psriod, 4,716,735 square fect werc
produced as against 6,893,729 in the same months of 1948,

Domestic sales foll to 1,402,859 square feot in the month from 1,438,201 in
March end 1,498,862 in april, 1948, During the four-month period, 5,327,499 square
feet were sold as against 5,846,541 in the like period last year. (18)

CANAL TRAFFIC UP SHARPLY IN APRIL  With the canals generally opened to traffic

carlier this year then the average for the past
docade, the tonnnge of freight passing through all Csnadian cancls moved up sharply
in April, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Freight moved in April
emounted to 2,211,400 tons, a rise of 1,242,300 tons or 128 per cent above April
last year, The numbor of vessels locked through rose from 959 to 455 T1555C

Traffic on tho Szult Ste., Marie canals -- Canadian end United States locks --
showed epprsciable gains over April, 1948 with eastbound volume up from 7,870,900
tons to 10,746,600, and westbound more than doubling at 1,283,000 tons compered with
594,000, On the Welland, total fruight more then doubled, advencing from 669,700
tons to 1,425,700, while on tho St, Lewrence cansls the tonnage jumped from 134,500
tons to 511,200,

There was a five~fold increase in the d ownward movement of wheat on the Sault
Ste, Maris cenals, ths tonnagc advancing from 261,600 tons to 1,283,000 tons, Iron
ore bound for eastern smelters rose from 7,461,200 to 9,015,600 tons, while westbound
soft conl amounted to 982,300 tons compared with 315,900, On the Welland, the
movement of wheat increased from 57,800 tons to 381,600, and soft coal from 314,000
tons to 433,800, On the St, lLawrence, wheat shipments rose from 20,900 tons a yeer
age to 223,300, and soft coal from 31,900 to 92,100 tons. (19)
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CANALL TRAFFIC LaST YEAR  Reflecting inereased novements of soft coal, iron ores,
10 PER CENT ABOVE 1947 other ores, gasoline, barley and flaxseed, the tonnage of

all freight possing through the Canadien canal systoms
during 1948 rcached 23,559,313 tons, a gain of 2,045,374 tons or 9.5 per cent above
the volume recorded in the 1947 season. Last ycear's tonnage has been exceeded only
by the 24,630,462 tons attained in 1938,

Therc were 22,643 passages of vessels through the canels during the year compered
- with 20,874 in 1947, while the net registered tonnage of the vessels wes 23,943,307,
an inerease of 1,533,348 tons, The Canadien locks at the Sault were in use for 244
days, six more than in 1947, while the Welland Ship canel was open onc dey more at
272 days, and the St, lawrence threo days less with 234 days,

Passengers on vessels passing at Sault Ste, Merie totalled 63,707 compared with
53,782 in 1947. The Welland Ship canal reported 5,790 passangers against 5,273 in
1947, while the St. lawrence hed 12,417 compared with 13,430 one year carlier.
Thousands of pleasurs craft were also locked through the canels,

The volume of treffic moving to and from Lake Superior and Montreal or beyond
totalled 451,961 tons during 1948, Traffic using the St. Lewrence only aggregeted
4,190,930 tons. That passing through the Welland Ship canal only reached 7,311,821
tons, while the grand total for this cancl was 13,373,321 tons, 2,466,753 tons of
which used the St, Lawrence and Wellend Ship systoms, 451,961 tons the St, Lawrence,
Welland Ship and Sault Ste, Marie, and 3,142,786 tons the Sault Ste, Marie and
Welland Ship.

In combination wita the four American locks at Sault Ste, Marie, which form an
essent iel part of the Great Lakes system, the grand total of all canal freight
traffic during 1948, including traffic using more than one canal, wns 137,082,901 tons
compered with 130,273,579 tons in 1947, an increasc of 6,309,322 tons or 5.2 per cent.,

Of the 23,559,313 tons of freight passing through Canadian canmls during the
year, 87.2 per cent or 20,533,377 tons was carried in Canadian bottoms, and in the
Wellond Ship canal 79 per cent was in Canadizn vessels, (20)

CARIOADINGS ON C,NADLLN RLILWAYS Carlwedings »n Canadizn railways for the week
ended May 14 amounted to 74,104 cars compared
with 74,354 cers in the preceding week and 77,458 cars in the corresponding week
last year, according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Gains over 1948 were
indicated in grain, building products, gasoline and petroleum, sugar, and autos
and trucks, The principal declines werc shown in fresh fruits, live stock, coel,
ores and concontrates, pulpwood, wood pulp and paper, and l.c.l. merchandise, (21)

ASBESTOS MINING INDUSTRY Shipments of asbestos by Canadian mining concerns reached
an ell-tims record lsvel in 1948, amounting to 717,000 short
tons valued at 42,231,000 compered with €62,000 short tons valusd at 33,006,000

in the proceding year, according to the Dominion Bursau of Stetistics,

Shipments of all grades were higher in 1948 tien in the preceding year, shorts
amounting to 474,000 tons compared with 439,000, fibres 242,000 tons compared with
222,000, ard crudes 977 tons compered with 958,

The 11 firms ongagod in asbestos mining during 1948 employed 4,959 persons who
received 12,136,615 in selaries and wages, (22)
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LUMBER INDUSTRY IN QUEBEC, 1947 Gross valuc of production of Quebec's lumber
industry in 1947 amounted to 973,898,677 as

commred with {66,160,934 in the preceding year, en increese of 12 per cent, according
to figures released by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, There were 2,051 active
nills in the year as compared with 1,989 in 1946, The industry employed 11,613
warkers receiving 13,570,091 in salaries and wages as compared with 11,581 earning
$12,309,305 in 1946, an advance of 10 per cent,

Production of sawn lumber of all spucics eggregated 1,227,055 M feet board
msasure valued at 363,258,288 in 1947 as egainst 1,161,607 M with a value of
$55,249,378 a year earlier, Output was as follows by kinds in 1947, totals for
1946 being in brackets: spruce, 637,583 (600,562) M cubic feet; yellow birch,
138,706 (113,835); white pine, 89,695 (89,313); balsam fir, 74,137 (73,435); jack
pine, 79,769 (86,578); homlock, 41,359 (46,219); white birch, 34,360 (33,745);
mapla, 40,446 (33,236); aspen, 23,751 (23,215); basswood, 20,311 (17,529); red
pine, 11,505 (13,048); cedar, 9,247 (10,022); ¢lm, 6,696 (5,371); end poplar,
oneEe (7.392). (&3)

POPULATION OF NEWFQUNDLAND BY IMARITLL  Figures relezsed by the Dominion Bureau of

STLTUS, AGE GROUPS AND SEX Statistics resulting from the 1945 Census of
Newfoundland and relating to marital status

of the population show that 185,187 or over 57 per cent of the total population

of 321,819 were single, 122,076 or alpost 38 per cent were married and 14,428 or

over four por cent were widowed, TFewer than a 100 persons were reparted as divoreced,

Of the 172,366 persons under 25 years of age in 1945, 162,038 or 94 per cent
were reported as single, and 10,246 or almost six per cent as married, Persons
between 25 and 64 ysars of age numbored 128,918, end of these, 21,952 or 17 por cent
were single, 100,354 or almost 78 per cent were married, and 6,558 or five per cent
woere widowsd, The remaining group of 20,135 persons, 65 years of age or over at the
1945 Census, showed 1,050 or five per cemt single, 11,316 or over 56 per cent married,
and 7,756 or over 39 per cent widowed,

Single meles outnumbered single females in all but two of the 25 districts,
St. John's East and St, John's West cach reporting 48 per cent of the unmarried
population as males. Districts reporting the highest porcentages of Single meles
were Ferryland, Placentia and St, ikry's, and Plocentia West, in each of which males
comprised more than 56 per cent of the sinzle population, (24)

PUBLICATION SETTING OUT STATISTICAL Designed primarily as a source of reference
B.ACKGROUND OF NEWFQUNDLAND material, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics

has just reloased a publication setting out
the statistical background of the Province of Newfoundland,

The bulletin, of gpproximately 100 pages, contnins information on the geography
and eclimate, population, vital stetistics, public health and welfare, education,
industries, lebour, transportation and communications, foreign trade, prices, national
income and public finance for the new provinece. Each scction containe a textual
summary as well as statistical tables,

Copies of this publication may be obtained on application to the Dominion
Stetistician, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa., The price is 40 cents per
copy. (25)
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REPORTS ISSUED DURING THE WEZK -- (The numbers in this list correspond .with those

at tho end of news items, indicating the report on which an item-is based).

1%,
14,
s o
16,
15/

a8,
19,
20,
21,
a2,
23,
24,
€5,
26,

Summary of Foreign Trade, karch (10 cents),

Importes for Consumption, March (10 cents),

Dopartment Store Szles and Inventories, April (10 cents).

Births, Marriages and Deaths, March (10 cents).

advance Statement of Employment and Weekly Eernings, April 1 (10 cents).

Canadian Grain Stetisties - Weekly (10 cemts),

Canpdian Milling Stetistics, april (10 cents).

Deiry Roviow of Canade, spril (10 cents),

Poultry Estimates, April (10 cents),

Housing Bulletin No, 15, March (10 cents).

Consumption, Production and Inventories of Rubber, March (25 cents),

Steol Ingots, April (10 ccnts),

Domestic Typs Electric Refrigerators, larch (10 cents).

Domostic Washing Machines, March (10 conts).

Nails, Tacks ond Staeples, March (10 cents),

Coppur and Nickel Froduction, March (10 cents),

Ingot Makors' llonthly Report on Non-Ferrcus Scrap Metzl znd Secondary
Non-Ferrous Ingot, February (10 cents),

Asphalt Floor Tiles, &April (10 cents).

Summary of Canal Traffic, Jpril (10 cents).

Cannl Statistics for tho Year Ended December 31, 1948 (25 cents).

Corloadings on Canadicn Raillways - Woskly (10 cents).

Asbestos Mining Industry in Canada, 1948 (25 cents],

The Lwmber Industry in Quebec, 1947 (10 cents).

Population of Newfoundland by Marital Status and Sex, 1945 (10 cents),

Province of Newfoundlend -- Statisticel Background (40 cents),

Wire Fencing, March (10 cents).

Copies of these and other Bureau reports may be obtained on application to
the Dominion Statistician, Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa.
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