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--- HIGHLIGHTS QOF THIS ISSUE ---

CANADA'S OFFICIAL COST-0F-LIVING INDEX rose one-fifth of a point between April 1
and May 2, 8Fom 15985 el 1459 5 due maitnly #ora pise ] in' ReodS!

SALES OF NEW MOTOR VEHICLES in April shoewed o further advance on the gain recorded
in March, rising 46 per cent iz awaber md 56 per czent in value over the corres-
ponding month last year.

FACTORY BETPMENIS OF CAWADTAN-MUTE MCOTCOR VEHICIES fcr sale and for export amounted
to 26,685 units in April as compared with 25,566 in the preceding month and 24,243
in the corresponding month last year. Total for ths first four months of this
year was 83,311 units against 84,452 in 1948,

CANADIAN PRODUCTION OF GOLD rose in March to its highest point since March, 1943,
the month's output totalling 342,677 fine ounces as compared with 287,703 in
March last ycar, and 347,591 fine ounces in March, 1943,

"PRODUCTION OF CRUDE PETROLEUNM AND NATURAL GASOLINE rose to an all-time monthly high
in March, output from all Canadian sources amounting to 1,748,400 barrels compared
with the previous peak of 1,443,000 cttained in February, and being more then
double the March, 1948 figure of 816,500,

- » -

OUTPUT Of CENTRAL ELECTRIC STATIONS in spril reached the highest monthly total on
record, amounting to 4,150,3%46,000 kilowatt hours.

CLAIMS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BENsrFITS in 4April totalled 66,979 as compared
with 103,402 in March and 59,265 in the corresponding month last yeap.

INDUSTRIALL EMPLOYMENT IN CANADA showed the customary contraction in volume between
March 1 and ipril 1, but at the latter dote was at a higher level than for any
previous year for which monthly statistics have been compiled, The aggrogate
earnings reported were also substantially above a yeeor esrlier, but slightly down
from Msrch 1 this year,

CROP CONDITICHNS II¥ THE PRAIRIE PROVINCES heve considerably improved, due to widespread
rains over the greater part of the West, but rain is still urgently required in

fairly larger areas of centrel Alberta and south-central and south-western districts
of Saskatchowan,
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COST-OF-LIVING INDEX Showing a slight upward movement for the second successive
UP SLIGHTLY AT IfAY 2 month, Canada's official cost-of-living index rose one-fifth

of 2 point between April 1 and iay.2, from 159.3 to 159.5.
The Mersh-April incrdasé was one-te&nth of & yeant)

At tne May 2 level, the indsx was £.2 points above May last year, and one-tenth
of a point below the peak figure of 159.6 touched three times -~ st the first of
Uctober and November last year and January this year. From August, 1939 to lay, 1949
the incroase in the cost-of-living index was 58.2 por cent,

The increase in the month was mainly due to a rise of one point in the food
index, which moved up from 198,5 at April 1 to 199.5, as a result of scasonal
increases in meats, coupled with advances in a number of other foods. It was the
first advance in the food index since it reached the peak figure of 205.,4 at October 1.
Letest standing of this index compares with 191.2 at May 1 last yeer.

The clothing index also moved up a tenth of a point to 183,3, while the index
of homgfurnishings and servicss rose the same amount to 168.1, bringing both to their
highest points. Taese figures compare with 173.6 for the elothing index a year
earlier, and 161.9 for homefurnishings and services.

The sharpest change betweon April 1 and ilay 2 wes rogistercd by the fuel and
light index which decrcased from 131,0 to 129.1, due to price doclines for coke and
anthracite coal in Ontario and Juebee, The indexes for miscellaneous goods and
serviccs and rents wery unchanged at 128.,4 and 122,4, rospectively, (1)

CLAINS FOR UNEMPLOYMENT Claims for unemployment insurance benefits in April
INSURANCE BENEFITS IN APRIL totalled 68,979 as compared with 103,402 in March

and 59,265 in the corresponding month last year,
according to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, At the ¢nd of the month there were
134,500 ordinery claimants on tho live unemployment register compared with 185,800
at the end of March and 105,400 at April 31, 1948,

Claims filed in ‘usbec totalled 21,300 compered with 18,400 a yeer eorlicr,
Ontario 20,900 compared with 15,800, British Columbia 8,800 compared with 7,300,
Nove Scotia 4,900 (4,300), New Brunswick 4,400 (2,600), Manitoba 3,700 (4,300),
Alborte 3,300 (4,300), Saskatchewan 1,300 (2,000), and Prince Edward Islend, 300 (280).

Data for Newfoundland are included for the first time in April, The few
uncmploymont insurance cloims, which numbered 29, were filed by persons who had
been employed in insured employment in Canada prior to April 1 but filed their
claims in Newfoundland.

A total of 191,700 persons rcceived onc or more bencfit payments during April
amounting to 7,605,800 for 3,400,400 compensated uncmployed days compared with
239,800 persons paid ¥10,361,500 for 4,644,600 compensated days in March and 139,500
persons paid $5,178,500 for 2,632,000 compensated days last yoar,

The average duration of the unemployment compensated was 17,7 days in april,
19.4 days in March and 18.9 deys in 4pril last year. The average amount of bsnefit
paid per boneficiary was $39.68 in April, $43.20 in March and $37.13 a yeer carlier,
whils the average amount cf bencfit paid per campensated day of unemployment was
v2.24 in April, $2.23 in March and $1.97 in April last year. (2)
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INDUSIRLAL EMPLOYMENT AT APRIL 1 Industrial employment in Canada showed the

SHOWED SEASUNAL TREND customary seasonel contraction in volume between
March 1 and April 1, but at the latter date was

at & higher level than for any previous year for which monthly statistics have been

compiled, The aggregate payrclls were alsc substantially above a year earlier,

bub slightly down from March 1 this year,

Deta sabulated by the Bureau from 20,073 of the larger establishments in the
#ight mejor industriel divisions show a decline of 0.7 rer cent in their working
forces as compared with March 1, This decline conforms to the pattern indicated
in 22 of the 28 pravious years for which the Bureau has collected these figures,
tho Bureau's report states, but is rather below average in oxtent and decidedly
smaller than recorded a year carlicr,

The Burcau's index number of ecmployment, on the base 1925 equals 100, stood
at 187.6 for April 1 -- a new high for early spring ~-- as compared with 186.6 at
April 1 lest year ond with 188.9 at Mareh 1 this year.

Aggregatc weekly salarics and wages disbursed at April 1 by the leading firms
in the eight major industrial groups declined 0.6 per cent as compared with March 1
but were nearly 12 per cent higher than nt April 1 last year, the Bureau's index
numbers standing at 206,4 for April 1 as compared with 207.5 for Mareh 1 and 184.8
for April 1, 1948, Avorage weekly earnings of persons cmployed were slightly greater
at April 1 than a month earlier, rising from ¢43,27 at kMarch 1 to ¢43,32, The latter
figure is highor than in any earlicr April for which statistics are available,
comparing with £39.04 a year ago, the previous April moximum.

The slight decline in industrial employment during Mareh took place among men,
a moderate inercase beuing shown in the number of women employed., Changes in the
industricl distribution of the reported cmployees werc largely responsible for the
disparity in the tronds for workers of the two sexes.

A seasonal decrease of 28 per cent in employment in logging was the most note-
worthy change in the situation at April 1 as campared with Mareh 1, Therc wes a
relativoly smll falling-off in communications, Manufaeturing reported no genercl
changu, while the movemont wzs favoursble in mining, transportation, construction
and maintenance, hotels and restaurants, laundries and dry-cleaning establishments,
and retail trade. In most casus, the changes in the various industrics were in
accordancs with the seasonal movemcnts. (3)

SECURITY PRICE INDEXES

June 2, 1949 May 26, 1949 liay 5, 1949
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CROF CONDITICONS IN THE PRAIRIE PROVINGES Widespread re=ins over the greater wrt

of the Prairie Provinces have considerably
improved crop conditions in the West, The growing crops are now in quite good
condition, except in fairly larger areas of central Alberta and south-central and
south-western districts of Saskatehowan, where rein is still urgently required,
#iile the situation has improved remarkably in the lest two weeks, sub-soil moisture
reserves are still inadequate in many arcas and much additional moisture will be
rsquired to bring the growing crops to maturity,

Cooler, wet weather during the past fortnight has rotarded grasshopper infes-
tations, although severc outbreaks are reported from some localities in central
Seskatchowan, Grasshopper control campeigns are being carried on in the sffected
arcas there and elsewhero, with good results gemsrally reported. Recovery from
frost damage has becn good but some reseeding of coarse grains was necessary in a
few distriects,

In Manitoba seeding is almost completed, although some delay has teken place
dus to heavy weed growth and the necessity for some rosceding, In the aream from
Morden westward to the Sasketchowan boundary and north to Russell the hsavy rains
of a week ago further delayed latc scodings but rostorod moisturc reserves, Slight
flood damage occurred in low spots, In the districts around Winripeg and in the
mid-laks erea rains would now be welcomed, especially by markct gardeners,

Crops in generel are progressing satisfactorily in Manitoba with fall rye
heading out, Early whoat is well stoolod on a heavy stand, although there is con-
sidereble lete crop., Some damage has been reportcd on light land duc to soil drifting.
Grasshoppers have boen hatching on light soils but runicipal spray rigs are operating
in affected arcas end littlo demmge is indicated. Over 17,000 acres of sugar beets
have boen planted and thinning started this week. The potato and hay crops are promising,

Ls 8 result of the roecoent rains, general crop mrospects in Saskatchowen are
greatly improved, cxeept in south-central and south-western districts where moisture
conditions ere still unsntisfactory. Conditions in the castern half of the province
appear quite favcourable with grain stands foir to exesllent, whoat avereging five
inches and coarse grains three to four inchcs in height. In other arcas stanls are
slightly shorter. Most crops have recoversd from the May frosts, although same
permancnt demoge is reported from the west-central scetion of the province., Insect
demago during the past week has generally been slight but scrious grasshopper outbreaks
have been reported in some localities in the central part of Saskatchewan, An extensive
control campaign, utilizing poison baits and sprays, is proving effective in most aress,
While considerable recovery has beon made in general crop conditions, further progress
of crops will be dependent on the roceipt of timely rains, since sub-soil moisturs
resorves are still fer from cdequate.,

Good rains were received over much of #lborte this past week, Seeding is now
campleted in most of the province and, weather permitting, very little will remain by
the end of the week, Grain crops arc quite gencrally fair to good with the important
exception of a large moisture deficicnt area in the coentral part of the province,

This dry belt is bounded roughly by a line running northward from Calgary to Wetaskiwin
and thence north-east to the Vegreville-Vermilion area, Tho edge of the dry area then
drops south-westward to the Hanna district and back to Calgary. Growth has been poor
and germination uneven in this dry section, and rainfall is urgently needed,

Throughout Alberta the height of wheat varies from two to eight inches and
coarse grains from one to six, Grasshopper damage has been light, Whoat crops are
recovering from the offects of the Mey frost but some reseeding of oats and barley
has been necessary in north -castern sections, (4)

——
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WORID 1949 Wik..T CEOF The outlook for the world's 1949 wheat crop has shown same
OUTIOCK IMPROVED improvement over the past month, states the Dominion Bureau
of Statisties in its monthly review of the wheat situation.

The May 10 crop report of the United States Department of Agriculture placed
the current winter wheat crop at 1,021 million bushels and indicated that with
average yields on the prospective spring wheat acreage, a total wheat crop of 1,312
million bushels could be harvested, A crop of this order would approach the 1947
record of 1,367 million and would exceed by a wide mergin the 1937-46 average of
943 million bushels.

In Canada, farmers, on thc basis of their intentions at April 30, indicated
they would seed 3,C00,000 more acres to spring whcat this year than last, making a
total of just under 27,000,000 acres seedcd to wheat for harvest in 1949, During
the lattor part of May timely rains fell over large sections of the Prairie Provinces
where drought had teen imminent, Material improvement in crop conditions resulted but
moisture reserves arc still far below normal in many arts of the west, Froguent and
ample rainfall will be required during the growing scason to mature a satisfactory
crop., Slightl demage from frost has occurred on the FPrairies and strong measures
are being takon in many areas to combat serious infestations of grasshoppers,

A recent report from the Argentine indicatcs that planting of whoat is now
undor way with soil conditions mostly satisfaetory. No attempts have apparently
been mado as yet tc estimate probable aecrcage, List advice from Australia statos
that wheat sceding is well under way. It is anticipated that the acresgo sown
will at loast oqual, and may cxcoeed, last year's level of 13 million acros.

Favoursble weather and moisture comditions during the past month have improved
crop prospects in many parts of Europe. ioderato to generous rains full during
tho last wock of May over a considerable part of the Continent. Reserve moisture a5y
howover, still lacking in o number of scetions and additional rainfall will be
needed shortly to maintoin the recent improvement, Rains have been beneficial
in France but the wheat outturn is expected to be smaller than last year. A trado
paper ostimates the new crop at 256 million bushels, Last year's French wheat
crop reached 300 million bushels, somewhat above the pre-war (1935-39) average of
287 million. The Italian wheat crop is privatcly cestimated at 250 million bushels,
the same as last year. Pre-war wheat production in Italy averaged 278 million
bushels., Bricf reports on crop conditions in Russia, Turkey, Hungary, Poland,
Germany and North Africa have been fairly optimistic., (5)

—_— ’

STOCKS AND MARKETINGS OF Stocks of Canndian wheat in store or in transit in North
WHEAT AND COARSE GRAIND America at midnight on Moy 26 amounted to 95,630,000
bushels, down 4,149,000 from the preceding week's total,
but 39,114,000 higher than on the corrcsponding date last year.,

Farmers in the Prairie "Provinces marketed 1,861,000 bushels of wheat during
the week compared with 1,371,000 in the same weck last year., Clearances of wheat
for export totalled 4,592,000 bushels compared with 3,240,000,

The following quantities of coarse grains were z2lso delivercd from farms in the
Prairic Provinces during the week cnding May 26, totals for the same week last year
being in brackets: oats, 953,000 (497,000) bushels; barley, 521,000 (339,000);
rye, 189,000 (17,000); flaxseed, 84,000 (30,000), (6)

—
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MOTOR VEHICLE SHIPMENTS  Factory shipments of Canadian-made motor vehicles, which

HIGIER IN APRIL had been running below 1948 lsvels in the first quarter of
this ycar, moved up in April. However, the total for the

first fowr months of this ycar was slightly under that for the similar period of 1948,

Shipments for sale in Canade and for export amounted to 26,685 units in April
as compared with 25,566 in the preceding menth and 24,243 in the corresponding month
last year. asggregate for the first four months of this year wes 59, Ll uRits os
compared with 84,452 in the like period of 1943,

Of the month's total, shipments for sals in Cenada emounted to 23,739 units as
comparod with 23,743 in thu preceding month and 18,495 o year ago, and in the four
months to 74,740 units as compared with 67 292 laot yeer . OShipments of wvshicles for
export in April totalled 2,946 comparcd with 1,825 in March and 5,748 in April last
year, the four-month total standing at 8,571 units compared with 17,060.

Shipments of passenger cars in April amounted to 15,932 units compared with
16,069 in March and 10,960 & year ago, and in the four months, 46,327 units compared
with 41,774, April ehipmonts of comwercial vehicles totalled 7, 807 as against 7,674
in March and 7,461 a yoeor ago, and in the four-month period, 28,413 compared with
aasett.. (7)

MOTOR VEHICIE SALES  Sales of new motor vehicles in Jipril showed a further advance

UP SHARPLY IN AiFRIL on the gain recorded in March, rising 46 per cent in number

and 56 per cent in value over the corresponding month last
year. Oales in March were up 18 per cent in number and 29 per cent in value over
Mgreh lest year., 4s in March, the gain was dus mainly to larger sales of passonger
cars L ]

During January end February the number of cars sold was below last year's
level, 4s a result of sharp inereases in March and April, cumulative sales for
the four months ending April rose 17 per cent in number and 28 per cent in dollar
value above the same period last year.

according to the Dowinion Bureau of Statisties salcs in april totalled 28,159
units retailing for 58,687,841 compared with 19,286 sold for 337, 689,634 in Ap;ll
1948, In tho four-month period, sales of 78,784 units for $167,212 718 compared
with 67,157 units for 130,870,137 a yoar earlier.

The number of passcnger cers sold in April was 19,653 with a retail value of
$40,388,752, showing increascs of 67.6 per cent in number and 80.6 per cent in
retall valw, There wore 8,433 trucks sold in April valued at 16,823,048, a rise
of 12.7 por cent in number and 19.9 per cent in value. Buses sold in April numberaed
73 with & retail valuc of 41,476,041 compared with 77 with a velue of $1,292,193
last yoaor,

In the first four months of this year, sales of passonger cars totallsd 50,875
with e reteil value of $106,804,934 compared with 42,684 with a value of $80, 495,443
in the same period of 1948. Truck sales in the cumulatrve pericd totalled 27‘662
units with a value of ;55,736,668 compared with 24,249 units with a value of 446,-
491,522 a year varlier, DBus sales in the four months aggregated 247 vehicles sold
for v4,671,116 compared with 224 units valusé at 33,883,172, for increases of 10.3
psr coent in number and 20.3 per cent in value, (8)



June 11, 1949 D.B.S. WeEKLY BULIETIN Page 9

PRODUCTION OF EILECTRIC ENERGY Output of sleotric energy by central electric stations

ATl ALL-TIME HIGH IN APRIL in Canada showed an advance of six per cent in April
over the correspomding month last year to reach the

highest monthly total on record, As a result of the rise in April, the total for

the first fowr months of this year was slightly above that for the same period of

1948, A4ll provinces shared in the month's advence with the exception of New Brunswick,

while in the cumulative period production wes higher in all,

According to the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the month's output amounted to
4,150,346,000 kilowett hours as compared with 3,727,459,000 in April lost year. 1In
the four-month pericd, 15,173,264,000 kilowatt hours were produced as against 14,733, -
022,000 in the similar period a year ago.

Consumption of primary power rose in the month to 3,517,183,000 kilowatt hours
from 3,318,715,000 in ths same month last year, and in the first four months to
13, 637,949,000 kilowatt hours from 13,353,800,000, Exports to the United States in
April were 179,869,000 kilowatt hours compared with 166,052,000, and in the cumulative
period to 663,264,000 kilowatt hours compared with 564,889,000,

hpril production was as follows by provinces, totals for April last year being
in brackets (thousends omitted): WQucbec, 2,326,480 (1,995,987) kilowatt hours;
Ontario, 1,097,470 {1,045,151); British Columbia, 294,441 (269,830); Manitoba, 186,872
(180,985) ; Saskatchewan, 70,040 (64,292); Alberta, 59,700 (55,553); Nova Scotia,
57,136 (56,655); New Brumswick, 56,815 (57,681); and Prince Zdward Islend, 1,392 {1, e

PASSENGER TRAFFIC ON URBAN  Canadian transit companies transported e total of 133,-
AND INTERUREAN LINES 922,730 passengers during February as compared with

133,676,510 in the same month last yoar, according to
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, Urban systems had 125,366,376 fares against
125,797,456 one yoer carlier, while interurben compenies carried 8,556,354 against
7,881,074,

Heavier urban traffic was experienced in New Brunswick, Quebec, Saskatchewan,
Alberta and British Columbia, with the advence in Alberta noteworthy., Interurban
volume increased in all provinces éxcept British Columbia, Interprovincial traffic
was lighter with 42,465 passengers compered with 44,925 one yeer carlier, the daily
average declining from 1,549 to 1,516, )

The general trend across Canade has been towards higher fares designed to meet
the increased costs of weges, equipment, materials and supplies, the Bureau report
states. In part reflecting this trend, revenuss on urban systems rose from §7,852,828
in Februery last yecr to $8,097,264 in the month under review, and interurban service
roported receipts of 2,709,888 comparcd with ¥2,324,155 in 1948, Total eXpend itures
by the public for transportation on transit systems were larger in all provinces., (10)

LUMEER QUTPUT IN BRITISH COLUMBLA Productiom of sawn lumber and ties in British

Columbia amounted to 194,133 M feet in January
this year as compared with 216,201 M in the same month last year, a decrease of 10,2
per cent, Production of coast mills, which account for about 79 per cent of the total,
showed a decrease of 10,6 per cent from the same month in 1948, and that of interior
mills fell 8.8 per cent,

Shipments in the month declincd 8.3 par cent, totalling 187,412 M feet campared
with 204,461 M, Coast mills registered an advance of 2,2 per cent and interior mills
& drop of 42 per cent, Stocks on hamd at the end of January amounted to 338,454 M feet
compared with 248,406 il at the end of January a year earlier, cocst mills reporting
stocks of 217,065 M and interior mills 121,389 UM feet. (11)
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RAIWAY REVENUES AND EXPEMNSES Both operating revenuecs and expenses of Canndian
AT NEW PEAK FOR MONTH IN MARCH reilways, repeating the advances of earlier months

this yecar, rose sharply in Merch over the corres-
ponding month last year to reach necw peaks for tho month., The rise in operating
expenses considerably exceeded the adwvance in revenuss =2nd both net operating
revenuc and operating income declined,

Oporating rcevenuc for the month totallcd §74,325,000, an increese of $6,219,000
or slightly more than nine per cent over larch lost year, while operating expensses
Jumped $9,755,000 or 16 per cont to 470,612,000 as campared with $60,857,000 a
Year carlior, Net operating revenue declined in consequencce to $3,713,000 as
compared with $7,249,000 and, after allowance for tax accruals, hire of cquipment
and joint facilities rents, operating income amounted to the reducod figure of
$1,315,330 as against $3,654,475 in March last year,

Freight revenues in the month improved 12.5 per cent over the previous March,
aggregating $61,610,000 compared with $54,779,000, Revenue mileage rose 1.7 per
cent, although revenue tonnege declined 8.6 per cent., Passenger revenues declined
as in previous months, dropping 12.6 per cent fro. $6,574,000 to %5, 748,000, the
number of revenue passengers carried decreasing to 2,796,313 from 3,308,022, Mail
revenues improved two per cent and express was up six per cent,

Maintenance exvenses were considerably heavier than a year earlier, outlays on
way and structures amounting to $12,375,000 compared with $9;654,000 and on egquipment
to $17,142,000 ac against v13,904,000, Transportation eéxpenses rose nearly 11 per
cent from §31,805,000 to $35,234,000, and all other expense accounts also increased.

Reflocting in part reduced income, tax accruals dropped from §2,503,000 a year
earlier to ¥1,526,000, while hire of equipment cased $253,260 to $720,159. Employccs
during larch numbercd 174,393 receiving $41,308,000 as compared with 172,996 earning
$35,404,000 in March, 1948, Payroll chargeable to railway operations rose 15,7 per
cent to 438,416,000 from $33,198,000, (12)

MARCH GOLD OUTPUT With increased output recorded for all producing provinces

CONTINUED UPWARD TREND and territorivs, Canadian mroduction of gold rose in March

to its highost monthly point since lMarch, 1943, According
to the Dominion Burcau of Statistics, the month's total amounted to 342,677 fine
ounccs as compared with 307,608 in the preceding month and 287,708 in the corresponding
month last year, Production for March, 1943, stood at 347,591 fine ounces.,

During the first three months of this year, 959,274 fine ounces were produced as
against 822,677 in the similar period last year, a gain of 17 por cent., Advances
were registered for all areas with the exception of British Columbia ond the Yukon,

March production by provincus, with figures for ths same month last year shown
in brackets, was as follows: Ontario, 203,684 (172,350) fine ounces; uebasec, 77,182
(64,285); British Columbia, 27,643 (27,415); Manitobe. nd Saskatchewan, 17,028
(15,287); Northwest Territorics, 16,599 (8,324); amd tho Yukon, 533 (47). (13)

—
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CRUDE PETROLEUL QUTPUT AT Continuing the gains of earlier months, Canadian
NEW MONTHLY HIGH IN MARCH production of crude petroleum and natural gasoline

| rose to an all-time monthly high in March, The rise
in the month wes principally due to sharply increased output in the Leduc and
Redwater fioclds of iAlberta, Production from Turner Valley was lower,

According to figures compiled by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, output in
March from all Canadian sources amounted to 1,748,400 barrels as compared with
the previous peak of 1,443,000 atteined in February, and was more than double the
March, 1948 figure of 816,500, During the first three months of this year, output
totalled 4,547,900 barrels as against 2,373,900 in the similar poriod last year.

Albcrta accounted for 1,651,000 barrels in March compared with 709,100 a
year sarliocr, ILeduc's output rose sharply to 860,300 barrels from 173,300, Redwater
to 300,800 barrels from nil, amd Lloydminster to 48,900 barrels from 34,700, Crude
output from Turncr Velley dropped to 347,000 barrels against 402,000,

The month's output from wells in Sasketchewan amounted to 59,300 barrels
compared with 56,700 & year ago, Ontario 19,400 barrels compared with 12,000, New
Brunswick 1,650 (1,700), and Northwest Territories 17,100 (37,000),

During the month, 5,896,500 M cubic feet of natural ges werc produced as
compared with 7,127,400 in the preceding month ard 6,070,600 in the corresponding
month last year. Output in Alberte totalled 4,981,800 M cubic feet compared with
6,233,500 a month earlier; Ontario, 825,900 N (812,600 M); Saskatchewan, 53,000 M
(43,200 M); and New Brunswick, 35,700 M (38,100 M), (14)

PRODUCTION /AND EXPORTS OF COKE Canadian production of coke from ovens and gas
HIGHER IN MARCH; IMPORTS LOWER retorts in March amountcd to 348,600 tons as

comparcd with 317,000 in the preceding month and
334,100 in the corresponding month last year, according to the Dominion Burezu of
Statistics, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Quebec accounted for 96,000 tons,
Ontario for 227,400, and the western provinces for 25,100, Output for the first
three months of this year rose to 1,017,700 tons as against 948,000 in the similar
period last year.

Producors' stocks of oven and ruvtort coke, excluding breeze, at the end of
Merch amounted to 149,700 tons, of which 37,300 tons were located in the eastern
provinces, 107,000 tons in Ontario, and 1,700 tons in the western provinces.

Stocks of breoze totalled 105,200 tons, the eastern provinces accounting for 14,000
tons, Ontaris 88,200 tons, end the western provinces 3,000 tons.

Imports of coke during the month amounted to 32,100 tons compared with 50,700
tons in March 1948, briaging imports for the cumulative period to 98,300 tons against
145,400 in the like 1948 period., Exports rose sharply in March, amounting to 27,900
tons compared with 5,300 a ysor oarlier. In the quarter, exports incroased to
91,600 tons from 9,300 in the similar period last year. (15)

STOCKS OF NON-FERROUS SCRAP METAL  Dealers' stocks of non-ferrous scrap metel at

the end of Maerch were as follows, totels for
the first of the month being in brackets: aluminum scrap, 1,372,149 (1,348,020)
pounds; brass and bronz¢ scrap, 6,138,867 (6,755,169); copper serap, 2,676,009
(2,869,935); magnesium scrap, 7,907 (8,122); nickel scrap, 369,030 (259,716); tin-
lead scrap, 3,161,970 (3,006,970); zinc secrap, 717,446 (714,460); and drosses,
1,349,810 (1,368,895). (16)
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DEPARTWMENT STORE SALES Department store sales advanced seven per cent during the
UP SEVEN FER CENT week ending May 28 over the corresponding weck last ycer,

according to preliminary figures. Largest gain of ESEner
sent was shown in Alberta, followed by the Maritimes and Manitoba each with a rise
3 11 per cent, Ontaric cight per cent, British Columbia five per cent, Seskatchewan
three¢ per cent, and Quebec one per cent.

ASPHALT ROOFING PRODUCTION Production of asphalt shingles and of tar and asphalt
AND SHIPMENTS IN APRIL felts increcsed substantially in April over previous

months this yoor, while output of smooth and mineral
surfaced rolls was practically unchanged., Shipments of asphelt roofing materials
wore generzlly higher,

hsccording to the Dominion Burcau of Statistics, asphalt roofing production
in April was as follows (figures for larch in brackets): asphalt shingles, 134,072
squares (102,791); smooth surfaced rolls, 62,842 (62,691); mincral surfaced rolls,
46,421 (46,395); roll type sidings, 15,888 (26,096) squares; tar cnd asphalt felts,
3,094 tons (2,463); tar and asphalt sheathings, 914 (1,229). Shipments of asphelt
singles in the month totalled 152,116 squares; rolled roofing egerogated 148,823
squarcs; tar and asphalt felts, 2,473 tons; and tar and asphalt sheathings, 951 tons.

Star:ing with the april report, the Bureau's figuros on asphalt roofing are
based on n new clascification and direct comparisons are not possible with previous
years, (17)

REPORTS ISSUED DURING THE WEEK -- (The numbers in this list correspond with those
at thc end of news items, indicating the report on which an item is based).

1, Preliminary Price Movements, May (10 cents).
2, Statistical Repurt on the Operation of the Unemployment ILnsurance Act,
April (lO CuntS).

3, Employment Siturtion at the Beginning of April, Together with Payrolls (10 cents).
4, Telegrephic Crop Report, Prairie Provinces (10 cents).

5, Monthly Reviuw of the Wheat Situantion (10 cents).

6. Canadian Grain Statistics - Weekly (10 cents).

7. Motor Vehiclo Shipments, April (10 cents).

8. Sales of Neow liotor Vehicles, April (10 cents).

9, Central Eloctric Stations, April (10 cents).
10, Transit Report, February (10 cents).
11, Production, Shipments and Stocks on Hewd »f Scemills in British Columbia,

January (25 cents).

12, Operating Rovenues, Expsnses ani Statistics of Railways, March (10 conts).
13. Gold Production, March (10 cents).
14, Potroleum and Natural Gas Production, March (10 cents).
15, Coal and Coke Statistics, March (10 cents).
16, Dealers' Report on Non-Forrous Scrap Metal, March (10 cents).
17. hsphalt Roofing, January to april (New Classification) (10 cents).
18. Civil aviation, December (10 cents),
19. Shipments end Inventories of Prepared Stock and Poultry Feeds, March (10 cents).
20, Rofined Fetroloum Products, Febrwary (20 conts).

21, Fruit Crop Roport (10 cents),

22, Trade of Cancda: Imports Entered for Consumption, larch (25 cents).

23, Carloadings on Camsdian Railways - Weekly (10 cents).
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